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It has been clear from the beginning that William Blake was both a political radical and a radical psychologist, and in
William Blake on Self and Soul Laura Quinney uses her sensitive, surprising readings of the poet to reveal his innovative
ideas about the experience of subjectivity.
Blake and Tradition is an investigation of the sources of Blake's knowledge of the Neoplatonic and Hermetic tradition and
allied currents of thought. The volumes contain what was then new information on Blake's vast fund of exact knowledge
in these fields, and Kathleen Raine interprets his works in the light of the ideas that originally inspired and informed them.
The core of this important work of scholarship formed the A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts in 1962 at the National
Gallery of Art in Washington. The expanded, two-volume work was originally published by Routledge & Kegan Paul in
1969.
Angela Esterhammer, a student of Frye's in the 1980s, has provided annotation and an introduction that demonstrates
the poets' importance for Frye's literary and cultural criticism and provides a twenty-first-century perspective on the
legacy of his work.
The Critical Heritage gathers together a large body of critical sources on major figures in literature. Each volume presents
contemporary responses to a writer's work, enabling students and researchers to read for themselves, for example,
comments on early performances of Shakespeare's plays, or reactions to the first publication of Jane Austen's novels.
The carefully selected sources range from landmark essays in the history of criticism to journalism and contemporary
opinion, and little published documentary material such as letters and diaries. Significant pieces of criticism from later
periods are also included, in order to demonstrate the fluctuations in an author's reputation. Each volume contains an
introduction to the writer's published works, a selected bibliography, and an index of works, authors and subjects. The
Collected Critical Heritage set will be available as a set of 68 volumes and the series will also be available in mini sets
selected by period (in slipcase boxes) and as individual volumes.
Blake was not only a poet, but also a prolific commentator on both his own art and art in general. This is the first text to
discuss all of the writings except the annotations to Reynolds’ Discourses, covered in a previous volume, Blake’s
Margins (McFarland, 2009). Topics include his opinions on his predecessors and his contemporaries, his reaction to
critics, and his artistic intentions. This valuable addition to Blake scholarship includes reproductions of some of the
drawings and paintings in Blake’s one exhibition of 1809, plus reproductions of other prose texts by Blake.
William Blake: Modernity and Disaster explores the work of the Romantic writer, artist, and visionary William Blake as a
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profoundly creative response to cultural, scientific, and political revolution. In the wake of such anxieties of discovery,
including the revolution in the life sciences, Blake’s imagination – often prophetic, apocalyptic, and deconstructive –
offers an inside view of such tumultuous and catastrophic change. A hybrid of text and image, Blake’s writings and
illuminations offer a disturbing and productive exception to accepted aesthetic, social, and political norms. Accordingly,
the essays in this volume, reflecting Blake’s unorthodox perspective, challenge past and present critical approaches in
order to explore his oeuvre from multiple perspectives: literary studies, critical theory, intellectual history, science, art
history, philosophy, visual culture, and psychoanalysis. Covering the full range of Blake’s output from the shorter
prophecies to his final poems, the essays in William Blake: Modernity and Disaster predict the discontents of modernity
by reading Blake as a prophetic figure alert to the ends of history. His legacy thus provides a lesson in thinking and living
through the present in order to ask what it might mean to envision a different future, or any future at all.
Songs of Innocence and of Experience is an collection of poems by William Blake. It appeared in two phases. A few first
copies were printed and illuminated by William Blake himself in 1789; five years later he bound these poems with a set of
new poems in a volume titled Songs of Innocence and of Experience Shewing the Two Contrary States of the Human
Soul. William Blake was also a painter before the songs of innocence and experience and made paintings such as
Oberon, Titania, and Puck dancing with fairies. "Innocence" and "Experience" are definitions of consciousness that
rethink Milton's existential-mythic states of "Paradise" and "Fall". Often, interpretations of this collection centre around a
mythical dualism, where "Innocence" represents the "unfallen world" and "Experience" represents the "fallen world".
Blake categorizes our modes of perception that tend to coordinate with a chronology that would become standard in
Romanticism: childhood is a state of protected innocence rather than original sin, but not immune to the fallen world and
its institutions. This world sometimes impinges on childhood itself, and in any event becomes known through
"experience", a state of being marked by the loss of childhood vitality, by fear and inhibition, by social and political
corruption, and by the manifold oppression of Church, State, and the ruling classes. The volume's "Contrary States" are
sometimes signalled by patently repeated or contrasted titles: in Innocence, Infant Joy, in Experience, Infant Sorrow; in
Innocence, The Lamb, in Experience, The Fly and The Tyger. The stark simplicity of poems such as The Chimney
Sweeper and The Little Black Boy display Blake's acute sensibility to the realities of poverty and exploitation that
accompanied the "Dark Satanic Mills" of the Industrial Revolution.
This study traces the links between William Blake's ideas and radical Christian cultures in late eighteenth-century
England. Drawing on a significant number of historical sources, Robert W. Rix examines how Blake and his
contemporaries re-appropriated the sources they read within new cultural and political frameworks. By unravelling their
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strategies, the book opens up a new perspective on what has often been seen as Blake's individual and idiosyncratic
ideas. We are also presented with the first comprehensive study of Blake's reception of Swedenborgianism. At the time
Blake took an interest in Emanuel Swedenborg, the mystical and spiritual writings of the theosophist had become a
platform for radical and revolutionary politics, as well as numerous heterodox practices, among his followers in England.
Rix focuses on Swedenborgianism as a concrete and identifiable sub-culture from which a number of essential themes in
Blake's works are reassessed. This book will appeal not only to Blake scholars, but to anyone studying the radical and
sub- culture, religious, intellectual and cultural history of this period.
William Blake -- some have called him a genius, some have called him a madman... and many have called him both. As
the essays in this book show, Blake offers his readers a vision of the world so coherent that even his simplest songs
convey rich and exciting meaning, so unified that even his most obscure prophecies present an unexpectedly luminous
conception of reality. One of the leaders of the resurgence of interest in Blake, Northrop Frye, has selected essays by
distinguished critics which bring the reader into a direct confrontation with the genius of William Blake. -- From publisher's
description.
Known for his prophetic and imaginative works of poetry, painting, and printmaking, William Blake was also a prolific
reader and annotator of other writers’ works. This is the first work of criticism to consider Blake’s annotations in their
entirety, and it covers such topics as art, poetry, theology, madness and philosophy, as well as the authors Lavater,
Swedenborg, Bacon, Spurzheim, Berkeley, and Wordsworth, among others.
Reader's Guides provide a comprehensive starting point for any advanced student, giving an overview of the context,
criticism and influence of key works. Each guide also offers students fresh critical insights and provides a practical
introduction to close reading and to analysing literary language and form. They provide up-to-date, authoritative but
accessible guides to the most commonly studied classic texts. William Blake is a Romantic poet who remains popular
today, in part because his exceptional insight into psychological, political and social issues remains powerfully relevant.
The Reader's Guide begins by introducing Blake's major themes including religious, political and social issues and then
moves on to reading key works, including Songs of Innocence and Experience and The Marriage of Heaven and Hell. It
offers an invaluable introduction to reading Blake's poetry and includes sections on its contexts, language and style,
critical reception and adaptation and influence and finally an annotated guide to further reading./span
The collection of essays presented in this volume represents some of the best recent critical work on William Blake as
poet, prophet, visual artist, and social and political critic of his time. The critical range that is represented includes
examples of Marxist, New Historicist, Feminist and Psychoanalytical approaches to Blake. Taken together, the essays
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consider all areas and moments of Blake's career as poet, from the early lyrics to his later epic poems, and they have
been chosen to reveal not only the range of Blake's concerns but also to alert the reader to the rich variety of
contemporary criticism that is devoted to him. Although the majority of essays are devoted to Blake as poet, others
consider his work as printmaker, illustrator, and visionary artist. However severely individual essays choose to judge him,
ultimately all the contributions to this book affirm Blake as one of the great geniuses of English art and letters. William
Blake provides a valuable introduction by one of Britain's foremost critics and will be welcomed by students wanting to
familiarise themselves with the work of Blake.
The full range of literary traditions comes to life in the Twayne Critical Essays Series. Volume editors have carefully
selected critical essays that represent the full spectrum of controversies, trends and methodologies relating to each
author's work. Essays include writings from the author's native country and abroad, with interpretations from the time they
were writing, through the present day. Each volume includes: -- An introduction providing the reader with a lucid overview
of criticism from its beginnings -- illuminating controversies, evaluating approaches and sorting out the schools of thought
-- The most influential reviews and the best reprinted scholarly essays -- A section devoted exclusively to reviews and
reactions by the subject's contemporaries -- Original essays, new translations and revisions commissioned especially for
the series -- Previously unpublished materials such as interviews, lost letters and manuscript fragments -- A bibliography
of the subject's writings and interviews -- A name and subject index
'To see a World in a Grain of Sand 'And a Heaven in a Wild Flower Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand And Eternity in
an hour' William Blake wrote some of the most moving and memorable verse in the English language. Deeply committed
to visionary and imaginative experience, yet also fiercely engaged with the turbulent politics of his era, he is now
recognised as a major contributor to the Romantic Movement. This edition presents Blake's poems in their literary
categories and genres to which they belong: his much-loved lyrics, ballads, comic and satirical verse, descriptive and
discursive poems, verse epistles, and, finally, his remarkable 'prophetic' poems, including the whole of his two diffuse
epics, Milton and Jerusalem. Blake's poetry is intellectually challenging as well as formally inventive, and this edition has
a substantial critical introduction which places his ideas in the contemporary context of the Enlightenment and the artistic
reaction against its key assumptions.
The Critical Heritage gathers together a large body of critical sources on major figures in literature. Each volume presents
contemporary responses to a writer's work, enabling students and researchers to read for themselves, for example,
comments on early performances of Shakespeare's plays, or reactions to the first publication of Jane Austen's novels.
The carefully selected sources range from landmark essays in the history of criticism to journalism and contemporary
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opinion, and little published documentary material such as letters and diaries. Significant pieces of criticism fr.
Critical Essays on William BlakeTwayne Publishers
A Study Guide for William Blake's "The Fly," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students. This concise study
guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.
Robert Bertholf and Annette Levitt have assembled thirteen essays that establish Blake as a “central voice molding
modern literature and thought.” The essays in this volume examine Blake’s influence on modern poetry, the modern
novel, and modern thought from various critical approaches. This collection maps out the lines of direct literary influences
and indirect intellectual affinities that make up the tradition of enacted form. Through the use of various aspects of
Blake’s form and ideas, this book reasserts the idea of continuity, the drive for wholeness, and the arrival of new poetic
forms. Blake is considered one of the major and most modern of Romantics. This collection positions him as a precursor
of the modern, using his vision and poetry as a base for discussing a central issue in literary theory today—influence and
the literary tradition—just how is the legacy of a literary artist passed on, and how is it resurrected in the works of
subsequent generations.
"The Torn Book: UnReading William Blake's Marginalia argues for the connection between British poet and painter
William Blake's marginalia (the annotations he made in the volumes he owned and borrowed) and the role that often
multivalent symbols like pens, writers, readers, and books play throughout his art." "The Torn Book pays particular
attention to original Blake items, including the various annotated volumes housed at the Huntington Library, Houghton
Library, Cambridge's University Library and Wren Library, Dr. Williams's Library, and the British Library, among
others."--BOOK JACKET.
This collection of essays, edited by the leading critic John Lucas, brings together some of the best recent work on William
Blake. The critical range is wide and includes Marxist, New Historicism, Feminist and Psychoanalytical approaches and
between them the essays explore the most significant areas and moments of Blake's career as poet, print-maker,
illustrator and visionary artist.
William Blake was ignored in his own time. Now, however, his Songs of Innocence and Experience and 'prophetic books'
are widely admired and studied. The second edition of this successful introductory text: • leads the reader into the Songs
and 'prophetic books' via detailed analysis of individual poems and extracts, and now features additional insightful
analyses • provides useful sections on 'Methods of Analysis' and 'Suggested Work' to aid independent study • offers
expanded historical and cultural context, and an extended sample of critical views that includes discussion of the work of
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recent critics • provides up-to-date suggestions for further reading. William Blake: The Poems is ideal for students who
are encountering the work of this major English poet for the first time. Nicholas Marsh encourages you to enjoy and
explore the power and beauty of Blake's poems for yourself.
It is not surprising that visitors to Blake’s cosmology – the most elaborate in the history of British text and design – often
demand a map in the form of a reference book. The entries in this volume benefit from the wide range of historical
information made available in recent decades regarding the relationship between Blake’s text and design and his
biographical, political, social, and religious contexts. Of particular importance, the entries take account of the reinterpretations of Blake with respect to race, gender, and empire in scholarship influenced by the groundbreaking
theories that have arisen since the first half of the twentieth century. The intricate fluidity of Blake’s anti-Newtonian
universe eludes the fixity of definitions and schema. Central to this guide to Blake's work and ideas is Kathryn S.
Freeman's acknowledgment of the paradox of providing orientation in Blake’s universe without disrupting its inherent
disorientation of the traditions whereby readers still come to it. In this innovative work, Freeman aligns herself with
Blake’s demand that we play an active role in challenging our own readerly habits of passivity as we experience his
created and corporeal worlds.
This brilliant outline of Blake's thought and commentary on his poetry comes on the crest of the current interest in Blake,
and carries us further towards an understanding of his work than any previous study. Here is a dear and complete
solution to the riddles of the longer poems, the so-called "Prophecies," and a demonstration of Blake's insight that will
amaze the modern reader. The first section of the book shows how Blake arrived at a theory of knowledge that was also,
for him, a theory of religion, of human life and of art, and how this rigorously defined system of ideas found expression in
the complicated but consistent symbolism of his poetry. The second and third parts, after indicating the relation of Blake
to English literature and the intellectual atmosphere of his own time, explain the meaning of Blake's poems and the
significance of their characters.
Collects essays, based on the works of William Blake, that reflect upon such recurrent themes as art, religion, and
politics.
Songs of Innocence and of Experience (1794) is William Blake's best-known work, containing such familiar poems as
'London', 'Sick Rose' and 'The Tyger'. Evolving over the author's lifetime, the collection was printed by Blake himself on
his own press. This Reader's Guide: • explains the unique development of Songs as an illuminated book • considers the
earliest reactions to the text during Blake's lifetime, and his gathering posthumous reputation in the nineteenth century •
explores modern critical approaches and recent debates • discusses key topics that have been of abiding interest to
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critics, including the relationship between text and image in Blake's 'composite art'. Insightful and stimulating, this
introductory guide is an invaluable resource for anyone who is seeking to navigate their way through the mass of criticism
surrounding Blake's most widely-studied work.
Recent poetry written by William M. Redpath, teacher and developer of Trauma Energetics (SM), an energetic trauma
resolution modality.
Incorporating the most recent discoveries concerning Blake's heritage and cultural context, Visionary Materialism in the
Early Works of William Blake: The Intersection of Enthusiasm and Empiricism proposes a radical new reading of his early
works, that sees them taking enlightenment ideas to heights never dreamed of by Locke and Priestley. Drawing on a
careful analysis of key figures from both sides of the enlightenment/counter-enlightenment divide (including Boehme,
Swedenborg, the Moravians, Lavater, Brothers, Erasmus Darwin), the discussion traces an alternative tradition that
disrupts previous assumptions about important aspects of Blake's thought.
First published in 1982 this book provides a bibliography of commentary, criticism, and scholarship on the works of
William Blake. It covers the period from Northrop Frye’s Fearful Symmetry in 1947 to 1980. The criticism is organised
according to eleven classifications in order to help direct the research of students and scholars and each chapter is
preceded by an introductory essay in order to guide the reader.
"Fresh, well-written, and readable (often witty). Delivers on the integration of the concerns of literary and rhetoricallinguistic theory, practical literary criticism, cultural criticism, and educational theory. Particularly valuable is the way
Adams manages to present an attractively capacious and coherent model for literary criticism and the curriculum at the
same time.” –Gerald Graff, Northwestern University In this collection of essays written over the last decade, Adams
moves from the initial statement about his reading of William Blake through a series of critical essays covering such
writers as Blake, Yeats, Joyce, and Byron and various theoretical topics, to a final group devoted to education issues.
Theory and practice are joined in essays treating specific writers and general problems such as the critical constitution of
the literary text, titles, and canons. From what Adams calls a neo-Blakean perspective, the essays deliberately relate
matters of criticism and literary theory to questions about education policy. “I have always regarded my critical endeavors
as closely related to and informing and informed by my teaching,” Adams writes in the preface, where he also defines his
use of the term antithetical as “the uncategorical ethical other that is literary.” This work manifests the relationship
between one of Adams's academic specializations—Blake and his tradition—and his thoughts on the academic institution.
We see the personality of the critic, his theories, and his practical suggestions for curriculum elaborated in a way that is
mutually illuminating across the conventional compartmentalizations of academic experience. Thus Blake's poetry serves
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less as an object of study than as a resource for thinking about literatyre and the discipline of literature study. The result
is a thought-provoking cohesion of linguistic theory, practical literary and cultural criticism, and liberating educational
theory. Hazard Adams is Byron W. and Alice L. Lockwood Professor of Humanities at the University of Washington. He
has been a Gugenheim Fellow and cofounder of the School of Criticism and Theory and is the author of Critical Theory
Since 1965, Philospohy of the Literary Symbolic, Joyce Cary's Trilogies: Pursuit of the Particular Real, and The Book of
Yeats's Poems.
First published in 1988, this book is a study of all Blake’s work in illuminated printing. It traces in particular, the
development of his ideas on politics, religion, sexuality, and the imagination. There are substantial sections on some of
Blake’s best-known works, including the Marriage of Heaven and Hell, and the Songs of Innocence and Experience, and
full critical essays on the Four Zoas and Jerusalem. The book describes the historical contexts of Blake’s work, and sets
it in relation to the political controversies of his age as these are reflected in the writings of Burke, Paine and Mary
Wollstonecraft. It discusses the relationships of text and design in Blake, the characteristic verbal textures and rhythms of
his longer poems, some influences on his thought, and developing structure of his personal myth and its relationship to
other mythologies. The opening chapter discusses areas of fundamental disagreement with some of the main
approaches to Blake whilst the final chapter discusses literary theory and the practice of criticism, arguing for an open
and explicit involvement of personal experience and values and a more creative use of form in critical writing.
This New Casebook contains ten essays written about Blake's poetry since 1970 selected to show the diversity of Blake
criticism during the last twenty years and the ways in which contemporary critical theories open up new readings of his
work. Essays representative of Marxist, psychoanalytic, deconstructionist, feminist and new historicist criticism are
included. David Punter's Introduction places these in the context of recent developments in critical theory and shows how
today's student can best engage with Blake's complex and rewarding work.
Spine title: Songs of innocence and of experience. Contains critical essays in chronological order of publication.
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