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In Why Knowledge Matters, influential scholar E. D. Hirsch, Jr., addresses critical issues in contemporary education reform and
shows how cherished truisms about education and child development have led to unintended and negative consequences. Hirsch,
author of The Knowledge Deficit, draws on recent findings in neuroscience and data from France to provide new evidence for the
argument that a carefully planned, knowledge-based elementary curriculum is essential to providing the foundations for children’s
life success and ensuring equal opportunity for students of all backgrounds. In the absence of a clear, common curriculum, Hirsch
contends that tests are reduced to measuring skills rather than content, and that students from disadvantaged backgrounds cannot
develop the knowledge base to support high achievement. Hirsch advocates for updated policies based on a set of ideas that are
consistent with current cognitive science, developmental psychology, and social science. The book focuses on six persistent
problems of recent US education: the over-testing of students; the scapegoating of teachers; the fadeout of preschool gains; the
narrowing of the curriculum; the continued achievement gap between demographic groups; and the reliance on standards that are
not linked to a rigorous curriculum. Hirsch examines evidence from the United States and other nations that a coherent, knowledgebased approach to schooling has improved both achievement and equity wherever it has been instituted, supporting the argument
that the most significant education reform and force for equality of opportunity and greater social cohesion is the reform of
fundamental educational ideas. Why Knowledge Matters introduces a new generation of American educators to Hirsch’s astute
and passionate analysis.
A practical handbook for students and trivia buffs utilizes a host of multiple-choice questions to test readers' knowledge of
American and world history, geography, science, art and architecture, music, literature, myth and religion, quotations, current
events, and other topics. Reprint.
The untold story of the root cause of America's education crisis--and the seemingly endless cycle of multigenerational poverty. It
was only after years within the education reform movement that Natalie Wexler stumbled across a hidden explanation for our
country's frustrating lack of progress when it comes to providing every child with a quality education. The problem wasn't one of
the usual scapegoats: lazy teachers, shoddy facilities, lack of accountability. It was something no one was talking about: the
elementary school curriculum's intense focus on decontextualized reading comprehension "skills" at the expense of actual
knowledge. In the tradition of Dale Russakoff's The Prize and Dana Goldstein's The Teacher Wars, Wexler brings together history,
research, and compelling characters to pull back the curtain on this fundamental flaw in our education system--one that fellow
reformers, journalists, and policymakers have long overlooked, and of which the general public, including many parents, remains
unaware. But The Knowledge Gap isn't just a story of what schools have gotten so wrong--it also follows innovative educators who
are in the process of shedding their deeply ingrained habits, and describes the rewards that have come along: students who are
not only excited to learn but are also acquiring the knowledge and vocabulary that will enable them to succeed. If we truly want to
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fix our education system and unlock the potential of our neediest children, we have no choice but to pay attention.
Provides information on ideas concerning people, places, ideas, and events currently under discussion, including gene therapy,
NAFTA, pheromones, and Kwanzaa.
The Closing of the American Mind, a publishing phenomenon in hardcover, is now a paperback literary event. In this acclaimed
number one national best-seller, one of our country's most distinguished political philosophers argues that the social/political crisis
of 20th-century America is really an intellectual crisis. Allan Bloom's sweeping analysis is essential to understanding America
today. It has fired the imagination of a public ripe for change.
Discusses how to enable students to make sense of what they read through prior knowledge of events, etc.

Provides an outline of the knowledge that should be acquired by the end of sixth grade in twenty-one subject areas.
Argues that leaders of international corporations need to understand themselves, their employees, their business, and
the cultures in which they are working, and offers profiles of countries and cultures
A longtime professor of Ethnic Studies at the University of California at Berkeley, Ronald Takaki was recognized as one
of the foremost scholars of American ethnic history and diversity. When the first edition of A Different Mirror was
published in 1993, Publishers Weekly called it "a brilliant revisionist history of America that is likely to become a classic of
multicultural studies" and named it one of the ten best books of the year. Now Rebecca Stefoff, who adapted Howard
Zinn's best-selling A People's History of the United States for younger readers, turns the updated 2008 edition of Takaki's
multicultural masterwork into A Different Mirror for Young People. Drawing on Takaki's vast array of primary sources, and
staying true to his own words whenever possible, A Different Mirror for Young People brings ethnic history alive through
the words of people, including teenagers, who recorded their experiences in letters, diaries, and poems. Like Zinn's A
People's History, Takaki's A Different Mirror offers a rich and rewarding "people's view" perspective on the American
story.
Fully updated and revised, the second edition of New Learning explores the contemporary debates and challenges in
education and considers how schools can prepare their students for the future. New Learning, Second Edition is an
inspiring and comprehensive resource for pre-service and in-service teachers alike.
Global managers need to communicate and connect with many different cultures. The new language of business is
cultural literacy, which encompasses basic knowledge of business language, culture and the local economy. This book
provides a general overview and specific examples of cultural literacy. It will provide managers with a basic
understanding of the business language, culture and economy of seven countries in the G-20, including Brazil, Mexico
and the US in the Americas, China and South Korea in Asia, and France and Germany in Europe. For global managers,
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knowing even the basics about a countrys culture, language and economy is invaluable for making connections, doing
business, and communicating across cultures. Clearly managers do not have time to learn the language of every country
they visit. However, they can invest time to develop basic cultural literacy of the countries to which they travel. Cultural
literacy gives them a baseline of knowledge to connect with customers, suppliers and co-workers, and shows respect for
people and their culture. It also helps businesspeople find common ground on which to build business relationships. This
volume offers business students and managers a quick introduction to language basics and cultural knowledge, and
familiarity with the business environment of seven countries. In addition, it provides a template for developing basic
business language literacy, and building business connections with people from other countries.
In Critical Literacy Eugene F. Provenzo Jr. challenges E. D. Hirsch's assumptions about culture and education. Calling
for a broader and more democratic vision than Hirsch, Provenzo critiques Hirsch's legacy up through the current
conservative educational agenda for education which, he argues, denies, not only the United States' diversity, but its
democratic traditions of democratic participation. His book shows why critical faculties and skills of students are essential
not only to the success of individual students but to their participation in a healthy democracy. Provenzo offers a list of
5,000 things every educated American ought to know-- none of them the same items as those included on Hirsch's list in
Cultural Literacy. Critical Literacy is essential reading for those concerned with our schools and the future of our children.
The invaluable grade-by-grade guide (kindergarten—sixth) is designed to help parents and teachers select some of the
best books for children. Books to Build On recommends: • for kindergartners, lively collections of poetry and stories, such
as The Children’s Aesop, and imaginative alphabet books such as Bill Martin, Jr.’s Chicka Chicka Boom Boom and
Lucy Micklewait’s I Spy: An Alphabet in Art • for first graders, fine books on the fine arts, such as Ann Hayes’s Meet the
Orchestra, the hands-on guide My First Music Book, and the thought-provoking Come Look with Me series of art books
for children • for second graders, books that open doors to world cultures and history, such as Leonard Everett Fisher’s
The Great Wall of China and Marcia Willaims’s humorous Greek Myths for Young Children • for third graders, books that
bring to life the wonders of ancient Rome, such as Living in Ancient Rome, and fascinating books about astronomy, such
as Seymour Simon’s Our Solar System • for fourth graders, engaging books on history, including Jean Fritz’s Shh!
We're Writing the Constitution, and many books on Africa, including the stunningly illustrated story of Sundiata: Lion King
of Mali • for fifth graders, a version of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream that retains much of the original
language but condenses the play for reading or performance by young students, and Michael McCurdy’s Escape from
Slavery: The Boyhood of Frederick Douglass • for sixth graders, an eloquent retelling of the Iliad and the Odyssey, and
the well-written American history series, A History of US . . . and many, many more!
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Connecting deeply with our kids can be difficult in our busy, technology-driven lives. Reading aloud offers us a chance to
be fully present with our children. It also increases our kids’ academic success, inspires compassion, and fortifies them
with the inner strength they need to face life’s challenges. As Sarah Mackenzie has found with her own six children,
reading aloud long after kids are able to read to themselves can deepen relationships in a powerful way. Founder of the
immensely popular Read-Aloud Revival podcast, Sarah knows first-hand how reading can change a child’s life. In The
Read-Aloud Family, she offers the inspiration and age-appropriate book lists you need to start a read-aloud movement in
your own home. From a toddler’s wonder to a teenager’s resistance, Sarah details practical strategies to make reading
aloud a meaningful family ritual. Reading aloud not only has the power to change a family—it has the power to change the
world.
The United States is one of the most religious places on earth, but it is also a nation of shocking religious illiteracy. Only
10 percent of American teenagers can name all five major world religions and 15 percent cannot name any. Nearly twothirds of Americans believe that the Bible holds the answers to all or most of life's basic questions, yet only half of
American adults can name even one of the four gospels and most Americans cannot name the first book of the Bible.
Despite this lack of basic knowledge, politicians and pundits continue to root public policy arguments in religious rhetoric
whose meanings are missed—or misinterpreted—by the vast majority of Americans. "We have a major civic problem on our
hands," says religion scholar Stephen Prothero. He makes the provocative case that to remedy this problem, we should
return to teaching religion in the public schools. Alongside "reading, writing, and arithmetic," religion ought to become the
"Fourth R" of American education. Many believe that America's descent into religious illiteracy was the doing of activist
judges and secularists hell-bent on banishing religion from the public square. Prothero reveals that this is a profound
misunderstanding. "In one of the great ironies of American religious history," Prothero writes, "it was the nation's most
fervent people of faith who steered us down the road to religious illiteracy. Just how that happened is one of the stories
this book has to tell." Prothero avoids the trap of religious relativism by addressing both the core tenets of the world's
major religions and the real differences among them. Complete with a dictionary of the key beliefs, characters, and
stories of Christianity, Islam, and other religions, Religious Literacy reveals what every American needs to know in order
to confront the domestic and foreign challenges facing this country today.
The Godmother of Silicon Valley, legendary teacher, and mother of a Super Family shares her tried-and-tested methods
for raising happy, healthy, successful children using Trust, Respect, Independence, Collaboration, and Kindness: TRICK.
Esther Wojcicki--"Woj" to her many friends and admirers--is famous for three things: teaching a high school class that
has changed the lives of thousands of kids, inspiring Silicon Valley legends like Steve Jobs, and raising three daughters
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who have each become famously successful. What do these three accomplishments have in common? They're the result
of TRICK, Woj's secret to raising successful people: Trust, Respect, Independence, Collaboration, and Kindness. Simple
lessons, but the results are radical. Wojcicki's methods are the opposite of helicopter parenting. As we face an epidemic
of parental anxiety, Woj is here to say: relax. Talk to infants as if they are adults. Allow teenagers to pick projects that
relate to the real world and their own passions, and let them figure out how to complete them. Above all, let your child
lead. How to Raise Successful People offers essential lessons for raising, educating, and managing people to their
highest potential. Change your parenting, change the world.
"By 1898 Wilmington, North Carolina, was a shining example of a mixed-race community-a bustling port city with a
thriving African American middle class and a government made up of Republicans and Populists, including black
alderman, police officers, and magistrates. But across the state-and the South-white supremacist Democrats were
working to reverse the advances made by former slaves and their progeny. They were plotting to take back the state
legislature in the November 8th election and then use a controversial editorial published by black newspaper editor
Alexander Manly to trigger a "race riot" to overthrow the elected government in Wilmington. With a coordinated campaign
of intimidation and violence, the Democrats sharply curtailed the black vote and stuffed ballot boxes to steal the 1898 midterm election. Two days later, more than 2,000 heavily armed white nightriders known as Red Shirts swarmed through
Wilmington, terrorizing women and children and shooting at least sixty black men dead in the streets. The rebels forced
city officials and leading black citizens to flee at gun point while hundreds of local African Americans took refuge in
nearby swamps and forests. This brutal insurrection is the only violent overthrow of an elected government in U.S.
history. It halted gains made by blacks and restored racism as official government policy, cementing white rule for
another seventy years. It was not a "race riot" as the events of November 1898 came to be known, but rather a raciallymotivated rebellion launched by white supremacists. In Wilmington's Lie, David Zucchino uses contemporary newspaper
reports, diaries, letters, and official communications to create a gripping narrative that weaves together individual stories
of hate, fear, and brutality. This is a dramatic and definitive account of a remarkable but forgotten chapter of American
history"-This paperback edition, with a new introduction, offers a powerful, compelling, and unassailable argument for reforming
America's schooling methods and ideas--by one of America's most important educators, and author of the bestselling
Cultural Literacy. For over fifty years, American schools have operated under the assumption that challenging children
academically is unnatural for them, that teachers do not need to know the subjects they teach, that the learning "process"
should be emphasized over the facts taught. All of this is tragically wrong. Renowned educator and author E. D. Hirsch,
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Jr., argues that, by disdaining content-based curricula while favoring abstract--and discredited--theories of how a child
learns, the ideas uniformly taught by our schools have done terrible harm to America's students. Instead of preparing our
children for the highly competitive, information-based economy in which we now live, our schools' practices have severely
curtailed their ability, and desire, to learn. With an introduction that surveys developments in education since the
hardcover edition was published, The Schools We Need is a passionate and thoughtful book that will appeal to the
millions of people who can't understand why America's schools aren't educating our children.
Updated with new material, this must-have guide, established by the Core Knowledge Foundation, outlines the elements
a parent or educator should look for in a good kindergarten program and introduces activities that can help children take
their first steps in learning to read and write. Original.
Examines the cultural war in America between those who embrace traditional values and those who want to transform
America into a "secular-progressive" nation, discussing such topics as the media, the War on Terror, religion, and selfinterest.
From the bestselling author of Cultural Literacy, a passionate and cogent argument for reforming the way we teach our
children. Why, after decades of commissions, reforms, and efforts at innovation, do our schools continue to disappoint
us? In this comprehensive book, educational theorist E. D. Hirsch, Jr. masterfully analyzes how American ideas about
education have veered off course, what we must do to right them, and most importantly why. He argues that the core
problem with American education is that educational theorists, especially in the early grades, have for the past sixty years
rejected academic content in favor of “child-centered” and “how-to” learning theories that are at odds with how children
really learn. The result is failing schools and widening inequality, as only children from content-rich (usually better-off)
homes can take advantage of the schools’ educational methods. Hirsch unabashedly confronts the education
establishment, arguing that a content-based curriculum is essential to addressing social and economic inequality. A
nationwide, specific, grade-by-grade curriculum established in the early school grades can help fulfill one of America’s
oldest and most compelling dreams: to give all children, regardless of language, religion, or origins, the opportunity to
participate as equals and become competent citizens. Hirsch not only reminds us of these inspiring ideals, he offers an
ambitious and specific plan for achieving them. “Hirsch’s case is clear and compelling. His book ought to be read by
anyone interested in the education and training of the next generation of Americans.”—Glenn C. Altschuler, The Boston
Globe “Hirsch once again challenges the prevailing “child-centered” philosophy, championing a return to a “subjectcentered” approach to learning.”—Publishers Weekly
In current contexts one can be a literary scholar and yet be working on objects other than poems, dramas or fiction.
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Something has happened to both the researchers and the discipline that has transformed this humanities domain,
bringing it into a sharper focus to investigate the readability of contemporary social issues. The essays in this book,
written by scholars from ten countries, range across this research domain, renamed 'literary-and-cultural studies', or LCS.
LCS depends on four key concepts – textuality, fictionality, rhetoricity and historicity – which characterize both the
material and the methods of their research. The 16 essays look at four broad fields: cultural memory; migration and
translation; electronic textuality; and biopolitics, biosociality and the body. The aim of the collection is to deploy and
enhance cultural literacy, a way of looking at social and cultural issues – especially issues of change and mobility –
through the lens of literary thinking.
The Knowledge Deficit illuminates the real issue in education today -- without an effective curriculum, American students
are losing the global education race. In this persuasive book, the esteemed education critic, activist, and best-selling
author E.D. Hirsch, Jr., shows that although schools are teaching the mechanics of reading, they fail to convey the
knowledge needed for the more complex and essential skill of reading comprehension. Hirsch corrects popular
misconceptions about hot issues in education, such as standardized testing, and takes to task educators' claims that they
are powerless to overcome class differences. Ultimately, this essential book gives parents and teachers specific tools for
enhancing children's abilities to fully understand what they read.
Ancient tradition suggests that this world-weary lament is the work of Solomon in old age. Casting its eye over the
transient nature of life, the book questions the striving for wisdom and the truth, choosing instead to espouse the value of
living for the moment. The text is introduced by Doris Lessing.
Cultural LiteracyWhat Every American Needs to KnowVintage
How can educators improve the literacy skills of students in historically underachieving urban high schools? In this timely book, the
author offers a theoretical framework for the design of instruction that is both culturally responsive and subject-matter specific,
rooted in examples of the implementation of the Cultural Modeling Project. Presented here, the Cultural Modeling Project draws on
competencies students already have in African American Vernacular English (AAVE) discourse and hip-hop culture to tackle
complex problems in the study of literature. Using vivid descriptions from real classrooms, the author describes how AAVE
supported student learning and reasoning; how students in turn responded to the reform initiative; and how teachers adapted the
cultural framework to the English/language arts curriculum. While the focus is on literacy and African American students, the book
examines the functions of culture in facilitating learning and offers principles for leveraging cultural knowledge in support of subject
matter specific to academic learning. This much-awaited book offers important lessons for researchers, school district leaders, and
local practitioners regarding the complex ways that cultural knowledge is constructed and plays out in classroom life, in the life of a
school, and in the life of a whole-school reform initiative.
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Argues that American children are deprived of cultural literacy
Defining the "common knowledge" a "literate" person should possess has provoked intense debate ever since the publication of E.
D. Hirsch’s controversial book Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know. Yet the basic concept of "common
knowledge," Ramona Fernandez argues, is a Eurocentric model ill-suited to a society composed of many distinct cultures and
many local knowledges. In this book, Fernandez decodes the ideological assumptions that underlie prevailing models of cultural
literacy as she offers new ways of imagining and modeling mixed cultural and non-print literacies. In particular, she challenges the
biases inherent in the "encyclopedias" of knowledge promulgated by E. D. Hirsch and others, by Disney World’s EPCOT Center,
and by the Smithsonian Institution. In contrast to these, she places the writings of Zora Neale Hurston, Maxine Hong Kingston,
Gloria Anzaldúa, and Leslie Marmon Silko, whose works model a cultural literacy that weaves connections across many local
knowledges and many ways of knowing.
An “exquisite piece of historical fiction” (Winnipeg Free Press), The Moor’s Account is “brilliantly imagined fiction…rewritten to
give us something that feels very like the truth” (Salman Rushdie). In 1527, the conquistador Pánfilo de Narváez left the port of
San Lucar de Barrameda in Spain with a crew of more than five hundred men. His goal was to claim what is now the Gulf Coast of
the United States for the Spanish crown and, in the process, become as wealthy and as famous as Hernán Cortés. But from the
moment the Narváez expedition reached Florida it met with incredibly bad luck—storms, disease, starvation, hostile Indians. Within
a year, there were only four survivors: the expedition’s treasurer, Cabeza de Vaca; a Spanish nobleman named Alonso del
Castillo Maldonado; a young explorer by the name of Andrés Dorantes; and his Moroccan slave, Mustafa al-Zamori. The four
survivors were forced to live as slaves to the Indians for six years, before fleeing and establishing themselves as faith healers.
Together, they traveled on foot through present-day Florida, Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, gathering thousands of disciples
and followers along the way. In 1536, they crossed the Rio Grande into Mexican territory, where they stumbled on a group of
Spanish slavers, who escorted them to the capital of the Spanish empire, México-Tenochtitlán. Three of the survivors were asked
to provide testimony of their journey—Castillo, Dorantes, and Cabeza de Vaca, who later wrote a book about this adventure, called
La Relacíon, or The Account. But because he was a slave, Estebanico was not asked to testify. His experience was considered
irrelevant, or superfluous, or unreliable, or unworthy, despite the fact that he had acted as a scout, an interpreter, and a translator.
This novel is his story.
“Profound, vital and correct. Hirsch highlights the essence of our American being and the radical changes in education necessary
to sustain that essence. Concerned citizens, teachers, and parents take note! We ignore this book at our peril."— Joel Klein, former
Chancellor of New York City Public Schools In this powerful manifesto, the bestselling author of Cultural Literacy addresses the
failures of America’s early education system and its impact on our current national malaise, advocating for a shared knowledge
curriculum students everywhere can be taught—an educational foundation that can help improve and strengthen America’s unity,
identity, and democracy. In How to Educate a Citizen, E.D. Hirsch continues the conversation he began thirty years ago with his
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classic bestseller Cultural Literacy, urging America’s public schools, particularly at the elementary level, to educate our children
more effectively to help heal and preserve the nation. Since the 1960s, our schools have been relying on “child-centered
learning.” History, geography, science, civics, and other essential knowledge have been dumbed down by vacuous learning
“techniques” and “values-based” curricula; indoctrinated by graduate schools of education, administrators and educators have
believed they are teaching reading and critical thinking skills. Yet these cannot be taught in the absence of strong content, Hirsch
argues. The consequence is a loss of shared knowledge that would enable us to work together, understand one another, and
make coherent, informed decisions. A broken approach to school not only leaves our children under-prepared and erodes the
American dream but also loosens the spiritual bonds and unity that hold the nation together. Drawing on early schoolmasters and
educational reformers such as Noah Webster and Horace Mann, Hirsch charts the rise and fall of the American early education
system and provides a blueprint for closing the national gap in knowledge, communications, and allegiance. Critical and
compelling, How to Educate a Citizen galvanizes our schools to equip children with the power of shared knowledge.
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