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Deep Church A Third Way Beyond Emerging And Traditional Jim Belcher
This work is an invitation and guide for young people to bring the realm of Heaven to earth. As children discover their identity
through the revelation of the Father's love, they are released to fulfill their Royal Mission: to demonstrate the Kingdom of God by
living a life of miracles. Each chapter explains and identifies the inheritance that God's sons and daughters possess, such as the
Father's love, the anointing and indwelling of the Holy Spirit, faith, prayer, and the keys of power and authority. This book is not
only a companion for the "journey", but also provides a meeting place for children to encounter God's presence that will transform
their hearts and lives.
Deep ChurchA Third Way Beyond Emerging and TraditionalInterVarsity Press
This is the forth book in this series that began with an in-depth look at how God views details, communicates with this world, and
decides what process to use. Of course this series of books looked at aspects recorded in scripture about the Tabernacle. How the
materials were collected, specific design details, who did the work, and how the Tabernacle was constructed. Much of that
information is found in dozens, maybe hundreds of other books about the Tabernacle. But there are details setting this book apart
from every other book written about the Tabernacle. This book takes a verse by verse, story by story, chapter by chapter look at
the Tabernacle. In other words, this book presents a picture of the Tabernacle from God's point of view. Which the beginning of
this series pointed out, is much different than any human perspective.
Concern about church growth and decline is widespread and contentious, yet theological reflection on church growth is scarce.
Reflecting on the Bible, dogmatic theology and church history, this book situates the numerical growth of the church within wider
Christian theology. Leading international scholars, including Alister McGrath, Benedicta Ward and C. Kavin Rowe, contribute a
spectrum of voices from evangelical, charismatic, liberal and anglo-catholic perspectives. All contributors unite around the
importance of seeking church growth, provided this is situated within a nuanced theological framework. This book offers a critique
of ’decline theology’, which has been influential amongst theologians and churches, and which assumes church growth is
impossible and/or unnecessary. The contributors provide rich resources from scripture, doctrine and tradition, to underpin action to
promote church growth and to stimulate further theological reflection on the subject. The Archbishop of Canterbury provides the
Foreword.
When you read the history of First Presbyterian Church of Richmond, Kentucky, you are not merely reading about a church's story.
You are exploring God's story-a story of God's justice and grace, of love and compassion, of redemption and hope. When you
read the church's history, you discover your own story-the story of all who believe in God's just and compassionate activity in the
world today. When you read the church's story, you discern the voice of God's spirit speaking within each one of us and calling us
to make Christ's love known throughout the world. If you want to know the grace of God today, you need to hear that grace in the
voices of our ancestors; for, they yet speak.
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The Arian Christian Bible reflects the beliefs of Arian Christians. (The word 'Arian' should not be confused with the with the word
'Aryan' or racist 'Aryan' beliefs) Arian Christians believe that Jesus' highest teachings are contained in the New Testament in
Jesus' own words as reported by the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke (The Arian Christian Bible). The namesake of these
beliefs, St Arius of Alexandria, rejected the politically generated divinity of Jesus that was imposed by the Council of Nicaea, which
was convened at the behest of Roman Emperor Constantine I in 325 AD. The purpose of this Council was to bring the structure of
the Christian Church into conformity with the structure of the Roman Empire as the State Religion, that is; one religion, the
Catholic (universal) Church; one theology, the Holy Trinity; and one religious leader, the Pope, and to form a basis for the
suppression of other brands of Christianity. Arius opposed these measures. The Arian Christian Bible is a 'must have' for all true
Christians.
The Megachurch Book juxtaposes the way of the scripture to the way of the modern day church, particularly the megachurch. A
broad range of subjects are explored including church membership, lavish buildings, dual church locations, the absence of men in
the church, neglect of community, the corporate orientation of the megachurch, the tax exempt charter, and many more intriguing
topics. The book primarily focuses on trends and practices that are found in African American community based megachurches.
Certain topics are written in prose and biblical metaphoric style for greater impact. The more biblical versed a reader is, the more
the book will resonate. In order to accommodate various levels of biblical familiarity, the author includes a Discussions and
Supporting Scriptures section at the conclusion of each topic. The Megachurch Book was written to open dialogue, invoke
discourse, and inspire church attendees to not only consider the appropriateness of certain megachurch practices, but to also
question such practices.
The Bible's story of creation in Genesis names Adam as the first human in history. His story with Eve in the Garden of Eden is
widely known-but what if he actually played a larger part in the story of humanity? In The Gospel of Adam, David L. Bishop takes
well-known stories and characters from history and presents them through the eyes of Adam, as though he were living throughout
all time on a mission to restore fallen humanity to a place worthy of returning to perfection. Following Adam through his profound
interactions with Noah, King David, Jesus of Nazareth, and even Adolf Hitler, this book shows how Adam struggles not only with
his mission to help humanity but also his own internal doubts as a man of faith. In the vein of works like The Da Vinci Code and
The Last Templar, Bishop's The Gospel of Adam weaves history, philosophy, religion, and politics throughout a thought-provoking
first-person narrative that both challenges and inspires the reader to consider what it really means to be human.
2010 Christianity Today Book Award winner! 2010 Golden Canon Leadership Book Award winner! Feeling caught between the
traditional church and the emerging church? Discover a third way: deep church. C. S. Lewis used the phrase "deep church" to
describe the body of believers committed to mere Christianity. Unfortunately church in our postmodern era has been marked by a
certain shallowness. Emerging authors, fed up with contemporary pragmatism, have offered alternative visions for twenty-firstcentury Christianity. Traditionalist churches have reacted negatively, at times defensively. Jim Belcher knows what it's like to be
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part of both of these worlds. In the 1990s he was among the pioneers of what was then called Gen X ministry, hanging out with
creative innovators like Rob Bell, Mark Oestreicher and Mark Driscoll. But he also has maintained ties to traditionalist circles,
planting a church in the Presbyterian Church of America. In Deep Church, Belcher brings the best insights of all sides to forge a
third way between emerging and traditional. In a fair and evenhanded way, Belcher explores the proposals of such emerging
church leaders as Tony Jones, Brian McLaren and Doug Pagitt. He offers measured appreciation and affirmation as well as
balanced critique. Moving beyond reaction, Belcher provides constructive models from his own church planting experience and
paints a picture of what this alternate, deep church looks like--a missional church committed to both tradition and contemporary
culture, valuing innovation in worship, arts and community but also adhering to creeds and confessions. If you've felt stuck
between two extremes, you can find a home here. Plumb the depths of Christianity in a way that neither rejects our postmodern
context nor capitulates to it. Instead of veering to the left or the right, go between the extremes--and go deep.
Incivility among Christians has been referred to as a ?cannibal culture, ? ?venomous, ? ?pandemic, ? and ?anything but Christlike.? Why is it
so hard for Christians to have a civil conversation anymore? We need the humility to open our hands and ask for help, the boldness to lift up
our hand to incivility and say, ?Enough, ? and the confidence to hold out our hand to offer help and guidance to others. That's hard to do with
a clenched fist. Hand Over Fist provides the Christian community with tools to recognize various forms of conflict, interpret those conflicts
appropriately, and engage those conflicts through a process that equips and empowers Christians to participate in civil discourse. And the
solution to all of it is in the palm of your hand.
"A truly wonderful resource for all inquirers!" Existing Catholics, those renewing, seeking or just curious - this book is for you. Fully approved
by Diocesan authorities for use as a text book or a source of reliable Church information. Accurate and lively, easy to understand, this book is
full of knowledge and good humor. The Beauty of the Catholic Faith is perfectly suited for the RCIA, ordinary families, youth ministries or any
other level of faith formation. Though broad and deep, it is easily read, drawing the reader into page after page without ever being boring or
intimidating. Read this more than once, and enjoy the ride!
True Christianity: It May Not Be What You Think seeks to define true Christianity and to help persons progress toward practicing it. The
second edition includes some changes/corrections, some updated links, and seven new chapters, which makes a total of 51 chapters (in
addition to the introduction). The book's introduction is followed by 51 mainly very short chapters that are subdivided into five parts. The
chapters in the first part define true Christianity (also called authentic Christianity or real Christianity) and offer general guidelines for
practicing it. Chapters in the second section discuss specific attitudes and beliefs. Chapters in the third segment cover specific behaviors.
The fourth portion is probably the most unusual one. It discusses the relationship between Christianity and some other beliefs and practices.
This fourth section includes generally very brief discussions of subjects such as atheism, agnosticism, religions other than Christianity,
hypnotism, mental illness, and ESP. One chapter in this fourth part deals briefly with some of the unusual events the author has experienced
or witnessed. Part five concludes the book with a brief summary/epilogue. A few chapters in the book deal much with the author's own views
and/or experiences. A few cite numerous other sources to support the author's views. All chapters reflect the author's personal perspective
rather than that of any particular Christian denomination or any other person. Each chapter after the introduction contains two or more
sometimes provocative "Questions for Reflection and Discussion." The author hopes the book will help persons live happier, healthier, longer,
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more fruitful lives by coming closer to practicing true Christianity.
The major cultural changes in Western societies since the Reformation have created a serious challenge for the church. Modernity in
particular has been inhospitable to Christian orthodoxy and many have been tempted to reject classical versions of the faith. This has led to a
division within churches that Walker and Parry name the third schism, a divide between those who believe and practice the central tenets of
Christian tradition and those who do not. The authors have adopted and adapted C. S. Lewis' phrase deep church to highlight the necessity
of remembering our past in order to recover historic Christian orthodoxy. This book is a call to deep church, to remember our future, to make
a half-turn back to premodernity; not in order to repeat or relive the past, but in order to draw on its rich yet often-forgotten resources for the
here and now.
The Institutional Church Beast Infrastructure is an easy to understand and a comprehensive guide to some of the various tricks, techniques,
lies and deceptions that are commonly used by the church beast system today. In 2015 many people are walking through life believing that
they have an obligation to conform to the lunacy that the church purports to be sound doctrine and righteous teaching. In this book Babatunde
Umanah takes the reader through the maze of confusion and mystery surrounding many of the common sayings and frequent bread and
circus, minstrel show, buffoonish practices exercised within the vast majority of church beast branches across the denominational board and
shows the reader the truth behind the veil. This book is designed to be used as a deprogramming and deconstructing tool which one can
utilise to free themselves from the mental and physical shackles that have been strategically put in place by clergy and other church
leadership. The Institutional Church Beast Infrastructure is purposely designed to be a straight forward, non complex, no nonsense read that
can easily be digested and understood by all.
In Bible, Gender, Sexuality James Brownson argues that Christians should reconsider whether or not the biblical strictures against same-sex
relations as defined in the ancient world should apply to contemporary, committed same-sex relationships. Presenting two sides in the debate
-- "traditionalist" and "revisionist" -- Brownson carefully analyzes each of the seven main texts that appear to address intimate same-sex
relations. In the process, he explores key concepts that inform our understanding of the biblical texts, including patriarchy, complementarity,
purity and impurity, honor and shame. Central to his argument is the need to uncover the moral logic behind the biblical text. Written in order
to serve and inform the ongoing debate in many denominations over the questions of homosexuality, Brownson's in-depth study will prove a
useful resource for Christians who want to form a considered opinion on this important issue.
**3 Emergent Theology Response Books in 1!** Includes best selling books: •Reimagining the Kingdom: The Generational Development of
Liberal Kingdom Theology from Schleiermacher to McLaren •The Gospel of Brian McLaren: A New Kind of Christianity for a Multi-Faith World
•Reimagining the Christian Faith: Exploring the Emergent Theology of Doug Pagitt, Peter Rollins, Samir Selmanovic, and Brian McLaren On
February 8, 2010 pastor and theologian Jeremy Bouma did something he thought he’d never do: He said “Goodbye, Emergent”! Once upon
a time he was enamored by the "I-am-not-a-movement-but-a-conversation" known as the Emerging Church after entering a period of faith
deconstruction and reconstruction nine years ago. Like many young adults, for the first time he was taking his faith in Jesus Christ seriously
and asking a whole lot of questions along the way—which the Emergent Church helped foster and nurture. But then something happened: He
came to realize the Emerging Church is a form of Christianity other-than the versions that currently exist but mirror those that have already
existed, mainly the false theology of theological liberalism. Understand Emerging Church Theology is a bundle of three books representing
his best selling work as a former Emergent insider and historical theologian. He offers it to help empower other interested Christians to
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respond to the foreign theology of the Emerging Church and do what Jude urges the Church to do: “contend for the faith that was once for all
entrusted to God’s holy people.” (Jude 3)
Witnessing to an enemy African tribe taught Nicholas Muteti the power of unity. He learned that ending segregation in churches enables
Christians to become a powerful force for God’s kingdom.
Follow pastor Jim Belcher and his family as they take a pilgrimage through Europe, seeking substance for their faith in Christianity's historic,
civilizational home. What they find, in places like Lewis's Oxford and Bonhoeffer's Germany, are glimpses of another kind of faith—one with
power to cut through centuries and pierce our hearts today.
GOD HAS GIVEN YOU POWER AND AUTHORITY to impact your world for generations. It is quite simply a matter of the body of Christ -you
and I- learning to walk in this tremendous call. In this amazingly fundamental, yet profound book, Pastor P.J. Anastasi will help you to see the
BIG PICTURE beyond just having your needs met. Insurgent will captivate your imagination to start a spiritual revolution in the earth! At the
writing of this book, we find our nation is at a crossroads. We have experienced one of the most controversial Presidential elections in our
history. The LGBTQ movement is at its peak and the war on terror has only increased as terrorist attacks on American soil have become
more common. Yet God is raising up the church for a time such as this! WHAT YOU POSSESS IN YOUR HANDS IS MORE THAN A BOOK.
IT'S A TRAINING MANUAL ON HOW TO DEFEAT THE GOLIATHS OF OUR GENERATION and release the supernatural power of god in
the earth realm.
The Acts of Paul and Thecla was written around 150 CE when there was a growing body of work attributed to the apostle Paul. Owing to the
abrupt beginning of the work it is thought The Acts of Paul and Thecla was part of a larger texts and was extracted to form a stand alone
work. Reasons given for its omission from the Bible are numerous. It was thought to have been written after the apostolic age; it gives high
and powerful position to women in the faith; it urges women to withhold sex from their husbands and live chaste lives. Within its storyline
Thecla seems to eclipse Paul in her courage and commitment to the spread of the Gospel. The text presents an unwavering stance on the
virtue of celibacy preached by Paul and amplified by Thecla. In addition, Thecla is presented as a strong willed woman who took it upon
herself to preach, teach, heal, and baptize, all without permission or oversight from a man. In the age when canon was being decided, women
in positions of leadership within the church was an anomaly, and the idea that a wife could decide her own fate, and even withhold sex from
her husband was looked on as heresy and insolence. These were social constraints, which tainted the interpretation of scripture, both then
and now. We will examine the true place of women in the Bible and how translators diminished the place and accomplishments of women by
mistranslating words and phrases. We will look at the true meaning of many Bible verses as well as the complete text of Paul and Thecla,
with an eye toward how women were a driving force in religion and family in the early church. In the end, a more true and just vision of
women of the Bible and of ancient times will be revealed.
The Key of David is a detailed outlay of the fundamental roles each Christian needs to fulfil in being a priest, a prophet and a king. Priesthood
has to do with our relationship with God, which is the primary role we cary out. Being a prophet entails receiving revelation from God, and
being a king involves ruling and establishing God's kingdom on earth. Living out these three roles in full will enable Christians to fulfil their
destinies, and ultimately, the corporate body of Christ will complete God's purpose for it, and God's kingdom will come on earth.
Many people in Christian ministry are tired of simplistic certainties; what they need is permission to live with uncertainty, with mystery,
ambiguity, and paradox. Because we live in a world that is far removed from the modernist version of reality,with its rational, clinical, and
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superficial presentation of life, we need the courage and wisdom to embrace the presence of uncertainties in the midst of certainty. In this
book, the author offers snapshots of a number of central Christian topics-God, the gospel, the church, salvation, ministry-inviting us to treat
them as features of a landscape to explore rather than a set of propositional statements to sign up to. Each chapter-short enough to provoke
interest and curiosity-will be a catalyst for deeper reflection and enquiry, inviting us to discover a new freedom in ministry as we embrace a
more generous both-and perspective in place of a more narrow either-or interpretation of the Christian faith. In the process, we may find
ourselves rediscovering the Life we have lost in living as we imaginatively participate in the life, ministry, and mystery of the triune God of
grace in our midst.
Suggests that modern religion is too fast paced and that a slower approach should be used so that parishioners get a more fulfilling
experience.
About the Author Gustavo E. Acevedo, is an ordained minister, accountant, business man and an author, has dedicated more than 30 years
of his life serving people. His long experience in different areas of his life backs ups his works and books that he has written such this one.
In a world that requires knowledge and wisdom to address developing crises around us, The Gatherings shows how Indigenous and nonIndigenous peoples can come together to create meaningful and lasting relationships. Thirty years ago, in Wabanaki territory – a region
encompassing the state of Maine and the Canadian Maritimes – a group of Indigenous and non-Indigenous individuals came together to
explore some of the most pressing questions at the heart of Truth and Healing efforts in the United States and Canada. Meeting over several
years in long-weekend gatherings, in a Wabanaki-led traditional Council format, assumptions were challenged, perspectives upended, and
stereotypes shattered. Alliances and friendships were formed that endure to this day. The Gatherings tells the moving story of these meetings
in the words of both Indigenous and non-Indigenous participants. Reuniting to reflect on how their lives were changed by their experiences
and how they continue to be impacted by them, the participants share the valuable lessons they learned. The many voices represented in
The Gatherings offer insights and strategies that can inform change at the individual, group, and systems levels. These voices affirm that
authentic relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples – with their attendant anxieties, guilt, anger, embarrassments, and,
with time, even laughter and mutual affection – are key to our shared futures here in North America. Now, more than ever, it is critical that we
come together to reimagine. Mawopiyane Gwen Bear The Reverend Shirley Bowen Alma H. Brooks/Zapawey-kwey gkisedtanamoogk JoAnn
Hughes Debbie Leighton Barb Martin Miigam’agan T. Dana Mitchell Wayne A. Newell Betty Peterson Marilyn Keyes Roper Wesley
Rothermel Afterword by Dr. Frances Hancock To reflect the collaborative nature of this project, the word Mawopiyane is used to describe the
full group of co-authors. Mawopiyane, in Passamaquoddy, literally means "let us sit together," but the deeper meaning is of a group coming
together, as in the longhouse, to struggle with a sensitive or divisive issue – but one with a very desirable outcome. It is a healing word and
one that is recognizable in all Wabanaki languages.
As a young urban youth worker, Ted Travis was captivated by a question posed by Christian community development pioneer Dr. John
Perkins: "How do we build incentive in inner-city youth, motivating them toward Christ and a life of meaning and purpose?" Over the next 30
years, Ted wrestled with this question as he and his wife Shelly ministered to hundreds of teens in Denver's Five Points neighborhood- an
inner-city community facing the daunting challenges of poverty, gangs, crime, and unemployment. Along the way, Ted pressed biblical
principles and tried-in the-trenches strategies into a philosophy of youth leadership development he calls "transformational discipleship." In
Building Cathedrals, Ted shares his blueprint for transformational discipleship (as well as accounts of its profound impact on young people)
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and exhorts today's youth workers to reimagine their ministries and raise up a new generation of visionary urban leaders. This book has been
revised and expanded, including the addition of a index.
Have you ever wondered if it is possible to be a conservative evangelical Christian and also believe in biological evolution-believe that the
Earth is 4.5 billion years old and that human beings share a common ancestor with not only chimpanzees, but also with mice and even
earthworms? In Exploring Faith and Reason, you will find that it is not only possible, it is an essential element of how many Christians come
to more fully appreciate the complexity and the great glory of God's creation. Of course many people-Christians and non-Christians alikethink that Christianity and evolution are opposing concepts. They perceive several specific points of conflict between them. Bruce Glass
addresses each of these concerns by citing Scripture and the world's most respected theologians and by the application of reason. Revealed
is a deeper and richer understanding of Biblical Scripture and its history. But most importantly, readers will gain a greater appreciation of the
power and the capabilities of a living God that transcends space and time, as this insight is united with the findings of science. Kirkus
Reviews described Exploring Faith and Reason this way: "Smart, well-informed... lucid, engaging... Glass delivers a superb exposition of
Darwinian theory and a meticulous, sharply reasoned discussion of the evidence that supports it. His logic is impeccable when he insists that
evolutionary theory does not rule out the existence of God." Tremper Longman III, Ph.D., Robert H. Gundry Professor of Biblical Studies at
Westmont College said, "As a non-scientist, I found that Exploring Faith and Reason presents an accessible, fascinating, and compelling
presentation of evolution. As a biblical scholar, I appreciate Glass' grasp of theological issues and the biblical text. His conclusion that
evolution and Christianity are compatible is a crucial message for the church today." Peter Enns, Ph.D., Professor of Christian Studies at
Eastern University said, "Glass has provided a thorough look at the evidence and the processes of evolution, along side a compelling case
for its compatibility with Christianity. His theological analysis is very sound as he addresses several of the commonly perceived points of
tension between the Christian faith and evolution. For a thorough understanding of these issues, this book is among the very best resources
available." Reverend Jordan Ogden, Lead Pastor at Antioch Community Church in Dallas, said: "Mr. Glass tackles a historically controversial
topic with finesse. Wherever one may be on the issue of evolution, Glass' superb scholarship and unbiased commentary on issues of faith
does not disappoint." Reverend Dr. Kristin Huffman, Associate Pastor at Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church in Houston, said: "Bruce Glass
has provided a thought provoking look at the most significant theological issues arising from the advent of evolutionary science. Whatever
their conclusions, readers will find Mr. Glass' treatment a welcome reminder of the richness and depth of God's Word, as well as a fresh
perspective on God's glorious creation." ForeWord Clarion Reviews described it as, "Well written, thoroughly researched, and honestly fair...
The book's thorough and eminently readable scientific explanations provide general science readers with a lucid understanding of this
complex subject." Reverend Michael Dowd, author of Thank God for Evolution, endorsed by six Nobel Prize-winning scientists and by
religious leaders across the spectrum, said that, "In Exploring Faith and Reason. Bruce Glass has emerged as a fresh voice for the
reconciliation of head and heart. Couched in the language and theology of conservative evangelical Christianity, Mr. Glass' book provides a
welcomed bridge between an evidential worldview and traditional Christian conviction. Believers and non-believers alike will find much of
value in these pages."

Death & Resurrection: Exploring the Mysteries of Suffering & Hope is about the death and resurrection of Jesus lived out
rhythmically in the lives of his followers. Sometimes Jesus' followers are in the rhythm of death. Sometimes they are in the rhythm
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of resurrection. A painful divorce, lost friendship, unrealized dream, failed business and besetting sin are not badges of shame or
reminders of weakness. They are all opportunities to participate in the power of Jesus' death and resurrection at work in our bodies
(2 Corinthians 4:10). The problem many Christians face is viewing Jesus' death and resurrection as one time, book end events at
the beginning and end of the Christian life. Jesus' death begins the Christian life through the forgiveness of sins. Jesus'
resurrection ends the Christian life resulting in resurrection from the dead for all people. It is true, death and resurrection are one
time events for Jesus. They are not one time events for Christians. Death and resurrection form the rhythm of the Christian life,
just as breathing and a beating heart form the rhythm of bodily life. When Christians embrace the rhythm of dying and rising with
Jesus, they will find far greater power, comfort, peace and life in all circumstances.
Studying doctrine for the Christian often feels like watching a construction crew build a foundation. There seems to be a great
amount of activity, but the results don't appear visible. Just like the foundation is essential for the stability of a building, studying
theology is crucial to the long-term stability of the believer.The goal of this study is to provide you with the basics of biblical
doctrine to make sure your foundation is sound. At times this will feel like the difficult work of laying an unseen foundation for a
building. At other times, however, it will feel like we are soaring to great heights as we explore the breadth and length and height
and depth of our faith. During the course of this study, we will consider the questions: Why study theology? Who is God? Who am
I? What is the church? Where do I go when I die? Why do other people believe differently?
2010 Christianity Today Book Award winner! 2010 Golden Canon Leadership Book Award winner! Feeling caught between the
traditional church and the emerging church? Discover a third way: deep church. C. S. Lewis used the phrase "deep church" to
describe the body of believers committed to mere Christianity. Unfortunately church in our postmodern era has been marked by a
certain shallowness. Emerging authors, fed up with contemporary pragmatism, have offered alternative visions for twenty-firstcentury Christianity. Traditionalist churches have reacted negatively, at times defensively. Jim Belcher knows what it's like to be
part of both of these worlds. In the 1990s he was among the pioneers of what was then called Gen X ministry, hanging out with
creative innovators like Rob Bell, Mark Oestreicher and Mark Driscoll. But he also has maintained ties to traditionalist circles,
planting a church in the Presbyterian Church of America. In Deep Church, Belcher brings the best insights of all sides to forge a
third way between emerging and traditional. In a fair and evenhanded way, Belcher explores the proposals of such emerging
church leaders as Tony Jones, Brian McLaren and Doug Pagitt. He offers measured appreciation and affirmation as well as
balanced critique. Moving beyond reaction, Belcher provides constructive models from his own church planting experience and
paints a picture of what this alternate, deep church looks like--a missional church committed to both tradition and culture, valuing
innovation in worship, arts and community but also creeds and confessions. If you've felt stuck between two extremes, you can
find a home here. Plumb the depths of Christianity in a way that neither rejects our postmodern context nor capitulates to it.
Instead of veering to the left or the right, go between the extremes--and go deep.
Are you a Catholic who no longer practices your faith? Do you feel closed off from the church because of your political or lifestyle
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circumstances? In Archbishop Wynn Wagner's enlightening, supportive, and sometimes irreverent book, Recovering Catholic:
How to be Catholic without being Roman Catholic, you'll discover an entirely new way of looking at, and participating in, the
Christian world you once loved. The author, who considers himself a recovering Catholic, introduces us to the Old Catholic
Church, where 100% is Catholic, and 0% is Roman Catholic. So what's missing? Dogma, unfair judgment, homophobia, racism,
and levels of discrimination we prefer not to discuss outside the church, and which the Roman Catholic clergy refuse to
acknowledge inside the church. This book and this man will remind you about the joys that exist in a religion that loves and
accepts. Amen to that!
The New York Times bestseller and definitive history of Christianity for our time—from the award-winning author of The
Reformation and Silence A product of electrifying scholarship conveyed with commanding skill, Diarmaid MacCulloch's Christianity
goes back to the origins of the Hebrew Bible and encompasses the globe. It captures the major turning points in Catholic,
Protestant, and Orthodox history and fills in often neglected accounts of conversion and confrontation in Africa, Latin America, and
Asia. MacCulloch introduces us to monks and crusaders, heretics and reformers, popes and abolitionists, and discover
Christianity's essential role in shaping human history and the intimate lives of men and women. And he uncovers the roots of the
faith that galvanized America, charting the surprising beliefs of the founding fathers, the rise of the Evangelical movement and of
Pentecostalism, and the recent crises within the Catholic Church. Bursting with original insights and a great pleasure to read, this
monumental religious history will not soon be surpassed.
I found this book on Bookbub, and am thrilled with what I've read. I wish every Christian would read it--especially every pastor and
leader. My husband (who is a pastor) and I had already come to these conclusions before I found this book, but it gives me great
hope that others are seeing the same disastrous problems. We have created a "monster" that we call "church" which little
resembles the New Testament kind, and people are fleeing it. For all the promise of the "contemporary" style church, it isn't really
much better. The church is failing to make disciples and failing to make any real impact in the culture, and it's all because we have
failed to make authentic (true) converts. It's that simple. It's easy to make a disciple of someone who has been truly converted.
Otherwise, with our usual crop of "decisions," it's like pushing a rope to get any serious commitment or Christlikeness out of them.
The Bible says that Jesus is the Door, but to be brutally honest, the only way through that Door is to crawl--in repentance,
submission (brokenness), and faith. We are no different than the church of the Middle Ages that baptized babies for salvation,
leaving millions of people still in their sins. There isn't really any such thing as "a church for the unchurched" as many like to claim
today. We should be the church of the redeemed, but we have become a church of the unsubmissive, unrepentant, unconverted,
uncommitted, and unfaithful. And it all goes back to one thing--real salvation thru real repentance and real faith in Jesus
Christ."-M.J. Freeman ..". thought provoking book showing true believers in Jesus Christ the need to examine the methods we are
using to evangelize our children... the author backs up all of her writing with scripture, the true Word of God." -Alicia Canner "
...Wow what an eye opener, it opened my eyes to the real meaning of being born again. Not only a book to help with the youth but
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for everyone..."-Malinda Zemrose As Christian women, there is probably nothing more heartbreaking than seeing our children turn
from God. We spend thousands of dollars, and sacrifice countless hours to VBS, Bible clubs, Youth outings, Church camp, and
children's parties every year. We build elaborate stage sets, plan fantastic carnivals, and youth extravaganzas and bus in all the
children and teens we can find in the hopes of leading them to Christ; and yet we are still losing them. We see the grown-up
children, the "fruits" of our outreaches, living as practical Atheists. They walk and talk and act like the world, even loving the world,
and though they claim to be saved, evidence of life in Christ is conspicuously absent. Even our own children are abandoning the
faith. They have asked Jesus into their hearts and yet we see them turn from God at staggering rates. Statistics show that no less
than half have turned from God by High School age and closer to two thirds by the time they finish college. What we're doing is
just not working! In Why Are We Losing the Kids? You'll see where we have gone wrong and where to go from here. - We can turn
the tide on our failing ministry efforts! - We can share the gospel without creating false converts or backsliders! - We can keep the
kids if we'll follow God's plan! The Bible has the answers if we're willing to hear them!
In our Western, post-Christendom society, much of Christianity's cultural power, privilege, and influence has eroded. But all is not
lost, says bestselling author Gerald Sittser. Although the church is concerned and sobered by this cultural shift, it is also curious
and teachable. Sittser shows how the early church offers wisdom for responding creatively to the West's increasing secularization.
The early Christian movement was surprisingly influential and successful in the Roman world, and so different from its two main
rivals--traditional religion and Judaism--that Rome identified it as a "third way." Early Christians immersed themselves in the
empire without significant accommodation to or isolation from the culture. They confessed Jesus as Lord and formed disciples
accordingly, which helped the church grow in numbers and influence. Sittser explores how Christians today can learn from this
third way and respond faithfully, creatively, and winsomely to a world that sees Christianity as largely obsolete. Each chapter
introduces historical figures, ancient texts, practices, and institutions to explain and explore the third way of the Jesus movement,
which, surprising everyone, changed the world.
Preaching's Preacher's Guide to the Best Bible Reference for 2014 (Theology) The Bible begins and ends with God dwelling with
his people--from Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden to the great multitude in the New Jerusalem. At each step, God gathered
his people together: to speak to them, hear from them and change them to be more like him. God assembling his people, whom he
loves, is what the Bible calls church. The church should aspire to be a vibrant, loving, risk-everything people who are passionately
committed to living out the values of God's Word and looking forward to the new creation. Churches and their pastors and leaders
need to hear what the Bible says about who they are and what they are to do. Chris Green takes "the message of the church" to
mean three things. First, the church has a message, which is that God has saved his people through Christ. Second, the church is
the created and saved result of that message. Finally, the church is a message. He has saved broken people like us, and by
belonging to his people we are trying to respond to him in the ways he requires. Green's stimulating and insightful exposition
begins with a survey of the church "from eternity, to Eden, to exodus, to exile, to eternity," and then focuses on various dimensions
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of the church's life and ministry, including its worship, unity, maturity, servants, gifts, holiness, boundaries and future.
Life is all about risk. Sometimes you embrace it. Other times, fate forces your hand. A. C. Burch's powerful collection of eight short
stories transports the reader from Private Quarters, where a young musician must negotiate the competing demands of two strongwilled women, to a luxurious yacht in the Caribbean, where an embittered detective finds himself rejecting his Last Chance at love.
A Book of Revelations is all about the cliff'the tipping point'the instant we must roll the dice or succumb to the status quo. Burch's
characters face life with courage and humor in a tenacious search for meaning and fulfillment. Set in Provincetown, Palm Beach,
Boston, Maine, Carnegie Hall, and the Caribbean, these memorable stories span not just distance but the range of life's
experiences.
Let me begin by saying that our Christian experience must be translated from the four walls of the church and into our day to day
lifestyle. It is in the heartbeat of our calling that we should translate the love of God as we pick it up from church and take it to our
workplaces. My mandate through this book is to strategically position you into a place of influence in your nation of calling within
the marketplace. For a long time the marketplace has remained the reserve of the children of this world. 'The children of this world
are in their generation wiser than the children of light' (Luke 16:8). By failing to take our position of dominion in the marketplace,
we have put our God to shame. The name of God has been profaned by many people in this world. Have you realized that
anytime you mention that you are born again in your workplace, you encounter ridicule, rejection and even persecution? People
have continued to shamelessly talk foul things concerning Christianity and this has to stop. God is saying that He is ready to
sanctify His great name that has been profaned. God wants to do this through you. God desires that you prosper in all that you do
within the marketplace, and this you must remember is for His purposes. He is not doing it for you to be proud. God is doing it "that
they may see and know, and understand together, that the hand of the LORD has done this, and the Holy One of Israel has
created it" (Isaiah 41:20). God wants to introduce and establish His Kingdom in the marketplace through you. He will show Himself
strong on your behalf for His purposes to be fulfilled in the earth. To many Christians, there has been and there remains to be a
great misconception on the perception towards serving God. We see service in the full time ministry position as the only way to
serve God. In everything we do, it is important to understand that it is because of the purposes of God that we were created. God
is a wise investor and the gifting He invested in you is for the expansion of His Kingdom. God wants to show Himself strong
through you. The Kingdom of God is within you and as such, you are supposed to carry it into your marketplaces. It has to
manifest through you at your place of work, business and even in your relationships. You should remember that He chose you.
You did not choose Him. To quite a number of Christians, business is secular work, whereas serving God in church is the only way
to ascribe to ministry. This tendency is so prevalent in the church that many well meaning Christians do their business or work in
offices without connecting it to ministry. That is why many Christians have this 'holier than thou' attitude when in church doing the
things of God but when they get to their work stations they exhibit lucre luster performances, oblivious of the fact that we are
commanded to work as unto God. Many Christians may be concerned with church work and even support it financially, but fail to
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see the connection between service at their work place and their Christian life. Some even think that if you really are serious about
ministry, you ought to quit your job or give up your business in order to pursue a role in full time ministry. The object matter of this
book is to bring every believer to the realization that we all were created for a purpose and that the faster we realize this and take
up our positions the better. As Christians we are cut out and mandated to fulfill a specific assignment for God here on earth. Our
mission is to honour God in our service by extending His will to all our activities.
Christ's death on the cross offers victory over bitterness, addictions, occult bondage, and debilitating strongholds. Encounter!
Receive Christ's Freedom will show you how to apply Christ's victory to your own life. This book is an excellent resource for
someone who is bound by sinful habits or who simply needs to live an abundant life. It explains clearly how to receive the fullness
of the Holy Spirit and then to walk in the Spirit's power. It's a great resource to use individually or in a retreat setting. In the back of
the book, there's a coach's section to help guide someone else through the contents of this book. Topics include: Repentance and
forgiveness; The power of the cross over sin, Satan, and demonic strongholds; How to receive inner healing; Freedom from the
fear of death; How to be filled with the Spirit.
Though the acceptance of popular culture (and in the case of music, pop music) within the Christian church is now an established
fact, its very normality across the face of virtually every variety of Christian theological persuasion is telling. In a climate of extreme
multi-culturalism, pluralism, and relativism satiated with the notion that music is value-neutral and worldview-free, church music
has been cut off from history, tradition, theology, aesthetic norms, and ultimately the Word. The result has been a breakdown of
church music standards along with a collateral weakening in other areas of life as well.
In a world where fleeting pleasures define fulfilment the need for things pointing fallen man to those of more value and true
happiness can't be underplayed. This first offering from Sean C. Harrison explores with depth life's real issues of joy, family ties,
pain and faith and mortality through verse. Drawing from varied life experiences and those of others, he gives an insightful, tactful
gaze upon the finer threads of life's tapestry which furnish a sharper insight into the rare yet familiar elements which produce true
happiness. This book pledges an interesting, meditative read not just for Christian faith-based individuals and groups but people of
differing persuasions searching for meaning beyond life's mundane meanderings. Its four chapters; Joy in Christ, Joy in
Relationships, Joy in Pain and Joy Ever After detail a journey from birth to moribundity giving sources of hope through expertly
penned poetry and a rich treasure store of wisdom sure to strike a chord in every reader's heart, evoking a feeling of empathy for
the common grounds touched upon in this moving collection.
Jesus commanded his disciples to love one another. It's a simple command to understand, but very difficult to obey. And in the
local church, it sometimes seems impossible. Many of us belong to highly diverse Christian communities, where we encounter
people radically different from ourselves. At the same time, controversies and difficulties often threaten to tear us apart. So how
can we achieve unity within the body of Christ? Gerald Sittser examines the 'one another' statements from the New Testament,
distilling much-needed biblical wisdom to help us love one another. Drawing on his own pastoral experience of the best and worst
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of church life, he shows us what the love Jesus commanded actually requires of us, and how to live it out in struggle and
servanthood, compromise and sacrifice. This enjoyable book by a best-selling author will guide us in putting one of the most
important biblical principles into practice, for the good of our local churches.
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