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What are the grounds for the distinction between the mental and the physical? What is it the relation between ascribing
mental states to an organism and understanding its behavior? Are animals and complex systems vehicles of inner
evolutionary environments? Is there a difference between personal and sub-personal level processes in the brain?
Answers to these and other questions were developed in Daniel Dennett’s first book, Content and Consciousness
(1969), where he sketched a unified theoretical framework for views that are now considered foundational in cognitive
science and philosophy of mind. Content and Consciousness Revisited is devoted to reconsider the ideas and ideals
introduced in Dennett’s seminal book, by covering its fundamental concepts, hypotheses and approaches and taking into
account the findings and progress which have taken place during more than four decades. This book includes original
and critical contributions about the relations between science and philosophy, the personal/sub-personal level distinction,
intelligence, learning, intentionality, rationality, propositional attitudes, among other issues of scientific and philosophical
interest. Each chapter embraces an updated approach to several disciplines, like cognitive science, cognitive psychology,
philosophy of mind and cognitive psychiatry.
Leading scholars offer perspectives from the philosophy of science on the crisis in psychiatric research that exploded
after the publication of DSM-5. Psychiatry and mental health research is in crisis, with tensions between psychiatry's
clinical and research aims and controversies over diagnosis, treatment, and scientific constructs for studying mental
disorders. At the center of these controversies is the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM),
which—especially after the publication of DSM-5—many have found seriously flawed as a guide for research. This book
addresses the crisis and the associated “extraordinary science” (Thomas Kuhn's term for scientific research during a
state of crisis) from the perspective of philosophy of science. The goal is to help reconcile the competing claims of
science and phenomenology within psychiatry and to offer new insights for the philosophy of science. The contributors
discuss the epistemological origins of the current crisis, the nature of evidence in psychiatric research, and the National
Institute for Mental Health's Research Domain Criteria project. They consider particular research practices in
psychiatry—computational, personalized, mechanistic, and user-led—and the specific categories of schizophrenia,
depressive disorder, and bipolar disorder. Finally, they examine the DSM's dubious practice of pathologizing normality.
Contributors Richard P. Bentall, John Bickle, Robyn Bluhm, Rachel Cooper, Kelso Cratsley, Owen Flanagan, Michael
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Frank, George Graham, Ginger A. Hoffman, Harold Kincaid, Aaron Kostko, Edouard Machery, Jeffrey Poland, Claire
Pouncey, ?erife Tekin, Peter Zachar
Art and Belief presents twelve new essays at the intersection of philosophy of mind and philosophy of art, particularly to
do with the relation between belief and truth in our experience of art. Several contributors discuss the cognitive
contributions artworks can make and the questions surrounding these. Can authors of fiction testify to their readers? If
they can, are they culpable for the false beliefs of their readers formed in response to their work? If they cannot, that is, if
the testimonial powers of authors of fiction are limited, is there some non-testimonial epistemic role that fiction can play?
And in any case, is such a role relevant when determining the value of the work? Also explored are issues concerned
with the phenomenon of fictional persuasion, specifically, what is the nature of the attitude involved in such cases (those
in which we form beliefs about the real world in response to reading fiction)? If these attitudes are typically unstable,
unjustified, and unreliable, does this put pressure on the view that they are beliefs? If these attitudes are beliefs, does
this put pressure on the view that all beliefs are aimed at truth? The final pair of papers in the volume take different
stances on the nature of aesthetic testimony, and whether testimony of this kind is a legitimate source of beliefs about
aesthetic properties and value.
In The Unity of Consciousness Tim Bayne draws on philosophy, psychology, and neuroscience in defence of the claim
that consciousness is unified. In the first part of the book Bayne develops an account of what it means to say that
consciousness is unified. Part II applies this account to a variety of cases - drawn from both normal and pathological
forms of experience - in which the unity of consciousness is said to break down. Bayne argues that the unity of
consciousness remains intact in each of these cases. Part III explores the implications of the unity of consciousness for
theories of consciousness, for the sense of embodiment, and for accounts of the self. In one of the most comprehensive
examinations of the topic available, The Unity of Consciousness draws on a wide range of findings within philosophy and
the sciences of the mind to construct an account of the unity of consciousness that is both conceptually sophisticated and
scientifically informed.
Aaron Zimmerman presents a new pragmatist account of belief, in terms of information poised to guide our more
attentive, controlled actions. And he explores the consequences of this account for our understanding of the relation
between psychology and philosophy, the mind and brain, the nature of delusion, faith, pretence, racism, and more.
We talk about irrationality when behaviour defies explanation or prediction, when decisions are driven by emotions or
instinct rather than by reflection, when reasoning fails to conform to basic principles of logic and probability, and when
beliefs lack coherence or empirical support. Depending on the context, agents exhibiting irrational behaviour may be
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described as foolish, ignorant, unwise or even insane. In this clear and engaging introduction to current debates on
irrationality, Lisa Bortolotti presents the many facets of the concept and offers an original account of the importance of
judgements of irrationality as value judgements. The book examines the standards against which we measure human
behaviour, and reviews the often serious implications of judgements of irrationality for ethics and policy. Bortolotti argues
that we should adopt a more critical stance towards accepted standards of rationality in the light of the often surprising
outcomes of philosophical inquiry and cognitive science research into decision making. Irrationality is an accessible guide
to the concept and will be essential reading for students and scholars interested in the limitations of human cognition and
human agency.
What sort of mental state is a delusion? What causes delusions? Why are delusions pathological? This book examines
these questions, which are normally considered separately, in a much-needed exploration of an important and fascinating
topic, Kengo Miyazono assesses the philosophical, psychological and psychiatric literature on delusions to argue that
delusions are malfunctioning beliefs. Delusions belong to the same category as beliefs but - unlike healthy irrational
beliefs - fail to play the function of beliefs. Delusions and Beliefs: A Philosophical Inquiry will be of great interest to
students of philosophy of mind and psychology and philosophy of mental disorder, as well as those in related fields such
as mental health and psychiatry.
An aberrant belief is extreme or unusual in nature. In the most serious cases these beliefs cause emotional distress in
those who hold them, and typify the core symptoms of psychological disorders. Each of the chapters in this volume seeks
to examine the role that biases in reasoning can play in the formation of aberrant beliefs. The chapters consider several
conjectures about the role of reasoning in aberrant belief, including the role of the jumping to conclusion bias in
delusional beliefs, the probabilistic bias in paranormal beliefs, the role of danger confirming reasoning in phobias, and the
controversial notion that people with schizophrenia do not succumb to specific forms of reasoning bias. There are also
chapters evaluating different theoretical perspectives, and suggestions for future research. Aberrant Beliefs and
Reasoning is the first volume presenting an overview of contemporary research in this growing subject area. It will be
essential reading for academics and students in the fields of human reasoning, cognitive psychology and philosophy, and
will also be of great interest to clinicians and psychiatrists.
Philosophy has much to offer psychiatry, not least regarding ethical issues, but also issues regarding the mind, identity,
values, and volition. This has become only more important as we have witnessed the growth and power of the
pharmaceutical industry, accompanied by developments in the neurosciences. However, too few practising psychiatrists
are familiar with the literature in this area. The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy and Psychiatry offers the most
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comprehensive reference resource for this area ever published. It assembles challenging and insightful contributions
from key philosophers and others to the interactive fields of philosophy and psychiatry. Each contributions is original,
stimulating, thorough, and clearly and engagingly written - with no potentially significant philosophical stone left unturned.
Broad in scope, the book includes coverage of several areas of philosophy, including philosophy of mind, science, and
ethics. For philosophers and psychiatrists, The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy and Psychiatry is a landmark publication
in the field - one that will be of value to both students and researchers in this rapidly growing area.
Blurred boundaries between the normal and the pathological are a recurrent theme in almost every publication concerned with the
classification of mental disorders. However, systematic approaches that take into account the philosophical discussions about vagueness are
rare. This is the first volume to systematically draw various lines of philosophical and psychiatric inquiry together, including the debates about
categorical versus dimensional approaches in current psychiatric classification systems, the principles of psychiatric classification, the
problem of prodromal phases and sub-threshold disorders, and the problem of over- diagnosis in psychiatry, and to explore the connections
of these debates to philosophical discussions about vagueness. The book consists of three parts. The first part encompasses historical and
recent philosophical positions regarding the nature of demarcation problems in nosology. Here, the authors discuss the pros and cons of
gradualist approaches to health and disease, and the relevance of philosophical discussions of vagueness for these debates. The second
part of the book narrows the focus to psychiatric nosology. The authors approach the vagueness of psychiatric classification by drawing on
contentious medical categories, such as PTSD or schizophrenia, and on the dilemmas of day-to-day diagnostic and therapeutic practice.
Against this background, the chapters critically evaluate how current revisions of the ICD and DSM manuals conceptualise mental disorders
and how they are applied in various contexts. The third part is concerned with social, moral, and legal implications that arise when being
mentally ill is a matter of degree. Not surprisingly, the law is ill-equipped to deal with these challenges due to its binary logic. Still, the authors
show that there are more and less reasonable ways of dealing with blurred boundaries and of arriving at warranted decisions in hard cases.
Delusion and Self-DeceptionAffective and Motivational Influences on Belief FormationPsychology Press
Concerns about philosophical methodology have emerged as a central issue in contemporary philosophical discussions. In this volume,
Tamar Gendler draws together fourteen essays that together illuminate this topic. Three intertwined themes connect the essays. First, each of
the chapters focuses, in one way or another, on how we engage with subject matter that we take to be imaginary. This theme is explored in a
wide range of cases, including scientific thought experiments, early childhood pretense, thought experiments concerning personal identity,
fictional emotions, self-deception, Gettier and fake barn cases, the relation of belief to other attitudes, and the connection between
conceivability and possibility. Second, each of the chapters explores, in one way or another, the implications of this for how thought
experiments and appeals to intuition can serve as mechanisms for supporting or refuting scientific or philosophical claims. Third, each of the
chapters self-consciously exhibits a particular philosophical methodology: that of drawing both on empirical findings from contemporary
psychology, and on classic texts in the philosophical tradition (particularly the work of Aristotle and Hume.) By exploring and exhibiting the
fruitfulness of these interactions, Gendler promotes the value of engaging in such cross-disciplinary conversations to illuminate philosophical
questions.
This collection of essays focuses on the interface between delusions and self-deception. As pathologies of belief, delusions and selfPage 4/13

Acces PDF Delusion And Self Deception Affective And Motivational Influences On Belief Formation Macquarie
Monographs In Cognitive Science
deception raise many of the same challenges for those seeking to understand them. Are delusions and self-deception entirely distinct
phenomena, or might some forms of self-deception also qualify as delusional? To what extent might models of self-deception and delusion
share common factors? In what ways do affect and motivation enter into normal belief-formation, and how might they be implicated in selfdeception and delusion? The essays in this volume tackle these questions from both empirical and conceptual perspectives. Some
contributors focus on the general question of how to locate self-deception and delusion within our taxonomy of psychological states. Some
contributors ask whether particular delusions - such as the Capgras delusion or anosognosia for hemiplegia - might be explained by appeal to
motivational and affective factors. And some contributors provide general models of motivated reasoning, against which theories of
pathological belief-formation might be measured.
Delusions play a fundamental role in the history of psychology, philosophy and culture, dividing not only the mad from the sane but reason
from unreason. Yet the very nature and extent of delusions are poorly understood. What are delusions? How do they differ from everyday
errors or mistaken beliefs? Are they scientific categories? In this superb, panoramic investigation of delusion Jennifer Radden explores these
questions and more, unravelling a fascinating story that ranges from Descartes’s demon to famous first-hand accounts of delusion, such as
Daniel Schreber’s Memoirs of My Nervous Illness. Radden places delusion in both a clinical and cultural context and explores a fascinating
range of themes: delusions as both individually and collectively held, including the phenomenon of folies á deux; spiritual and religious
delusions, in particular what distinguishes normal religious belief from delusions with religious themes; how we assess those suffering from
delusion from a moral standpoint; and how we are to interpret violent actions when they are the result of delusional thinking. As well as more
common delusions, such as those of grandeur, she also discusses some of the most interesting and perplexing forms of clinical delusion,
such as Cotard and Capgras.
Belief systems are supposed to be governed by norms of rationality. Yet some people seem to believe quite extraordinary things: for
example, that they are dead, or that their closest relatives have been replaced by impostors, or that the person they see in the mirror is not
really them, or that someone else's thoughts are being inserted into their mind. Do people really believe such things? Could beliefs like these
simply be rational interpretations of unusual experiences? Why are these beliefs maintained despite their utter implausibility and the uniform
skepticism with which others greet them? In this book, psychologists and philosophers describe and discuss a range of case studies of
delusional beliefs, drawing out general lessons both for the cognitive architecture of the mind and for the notion of rationality, and exploring
connections between the delusional beliefs that occur in schizophrenia and the flawed understanding of beliefs that is characteristic of autism.
"George Graham is contemporary philosophy’s most gifted and humane writer. The Disordered Mind is a wise, deep, and thorough inquiry
into the nature of the human mind and the various ‘creaks, cracks, and crevices’ into which it is prone sometimes to wander." Owen
Flanagan, Duke University, USA "The book is a success, it is consistently insightful and humane, and conveys a clear understanding not only
of relevant philosophical topics, but also of a much more difficult issue, the relevance of those topics to understanding mental illness." Philip
Gerrans, University of Adelaide, Australia "The Disordered Mind is a must read for anyone who is a psychiatrist, psychologist, philosopher,
neurologist, or mental health worker. Indeed, it is a must read for any thoughtful person who simply desires to understand more deeply and
more realistically the workings of their own mind as well as the workings of the human mind in general." Richard Garrett, Bentley University,
USA Mental disorder raises profound questions about the nature of the mind. The Disordered Mind: An Introduction to Philosophy of Mind
and Mental Illness is the first book to systematically examine and explain, from a philosophical standpoint, what mental disorder is: its reality,
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causes, consequences, and more. It is also an outstanding introduction to philosophy of mind from the perspective of mental disorder. Each
chapter explores a central question or problem about mental disorder, including: What is mental disorder and can it be distinguished from
neurological disorder? What roles should reference to psychological, cultural, and social factors play in the medical/scientific understanding of
mental disorder? What makes mental disorders undesirable? Are they diseases? Mental disorder and the mind–body problem Is mental
disorder a breakdown of rationality? What is a rational mind? Addiction, responsibility and compulsion Ethical dilemmas posed by mental
disorder, including questions of dignity and self-respect. Each topic is clearly explained and placed in both a clinical and philosophical
context. Mental disorders discussed include clinical depression, dissociative identity disorder, anxiety, religious delusions, and paranoia.
Several non-mental neurological disorders that possess psychological symptoms are also examined, including Alzheimer’s disease, Down’s
syndrome, and Tourette’s syndrome. Additional features, such as chapter summaries and annotated further reading, provide helpful tools for
those coming to the subject for the first time. Throughout, George Graham draws expertly on issues that cut across philosophy, science, and
psychiatry. As such, The Disordered Mind is a superb introduction to the philosophy of mental disorder for students of philosophy,
psychology, psychiatry, and related mental health professions. PHILOSOPHY/PSYCHOLOGY
The book is an interdisciplinary exploration of the nature of delusions. It brings together recent work in philosophy of mind, cognitive
psychology and psychiatry, offering a comprehensive review of the philosophical issues raised by the psychology of normal and abnormal
cognition.
We all seem to be capable of telling what our current states of mind are. At any given moment, we know, for example, what we believe, and
what we want. But how do we know that? In Transparent Minds, Jordi Fernández explains our knowledge of our own propositional attitudes.
Drawing on the so-called 'transparency' of belief, he proposes that we attribute beliefs and desires to ourselves based on our grounds for
those beliefs and desires, and arguesthat this view explains our privileged access to those propositional attitudes. The picture of selfknowledge that Fernández proposes challenges the traditional notion that it is a matter of introspection. We come to know what we believe
and desire by 'looking outward,' and attending to the states of affairs whichthose beliefs and desires are about.
Asked in 2006 about the philosophical nature of his fiction, the late American writer David Foster Wallace replied, "If some people read my
fiction and see it as fundamentally about philosophical ideas, what it probably means is that these are pieces where the characters are not as
alive and interesting as I meant them to be." Gesturing Toward Reality looks into this quality of Wallace's work-when the writer dons the
philosopher's cap-and sees something else. With essays offering a careful perusal of Wallace's extensive and heavily annotated self-help
library, re-considerations of Wittgenstein's influence on his fiction, and serious explorations into the moral and spiritual landscape where
Wallace lived and wrote, this collection offers a perspective on Wallace that even he was not always ready to see. Since so much has been
said in specifically literary circles about Wallace's philosophical acumen, it seems natural to have those with an interest in both philosophy
and Wallace's writing address how these two areas come together.
Consciousness is undoubtedly one of the last remaining scientific mysteries and hence one of the greatest contemporary scientific
challenges. How does the brain's activity result in the rich phenomenology that characterizes our waking life? Are animals conscious? Why
did consciousness evolve? How does science proceed to answer such questions? Can we define what consciousness is? Can we measure
it? Can we use experimental results to further our understanding of disorders of consciousness, such as those seen in schizophrenia,
delirium, or altered states of consciousness? These questions are at the heart of contemporary research in the domain. Answering them
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requires a fundamentally interdisciplinary approach that engages not only philosophers, but also neuroscientists and psychologists in a joint
effort to develop novel approaches that reflect both the stunning recent advances in imaging methods as well as the continuing refinement of
our concepts of consciousness. In this light, the Oxford Companion to Consciousness is the most complete authoritative survey of
contemporary research on consciousness. Five years in the making and including over 250 concise entries written by leaders in the field, the
volume covers both fundamental knowledge as well as more recent advances in this rapidly changing domain. Structured as an easy-to-use
dictionary and extensively cross-referenced, the Companion offers contributions from philosophy of mind to neuroscience, from experimental
psychology to clinical findings, so reflecting the profoundly interdisciplinary nature of the domain. Particular care has been taken to ensure
that each of the entries is accessible to the general reader and that the overall volume represents a comprehensive snapshot of the
contemporary study of consciousness. The result is a unique compendium that will prove indispensable to anyone interested in
consciousness, from beginning students wishing to clarify a concept to professional consciousness researchers looking for the best
characterization of a particular phenomenon.
This book uses rare pathologies to inform questions on topics such as consciousness and rationality. Rather than trying to answer these by
inventing far-fetched scenario or 'thought experiments', it is better to utilize a rich but under-used clinical resource.
People believe what they want to believe. It is a striking-yet all too familiar-fact about human beings that our belief-forming processes can be
so distorted by fears, desires, and prejudices that an otherwise sensible person may sincerely uphold a false claim about the world despite
overwhelming evidence to the contrary. When we describe someone as being "in denial," we mean that he or she is personally threatened by
some set of facts and consequently fails to assess the situation properly according to the evidence, instead arguing and interpreting evidence
in light of a pre-established conclusion. In a world polarized over politics, culture, race, and religion, it is evident that ideological commitments
can influence one's perception of reality in socially destructive ways, especially when one perceives a threat to these commitments. When
group interests, creeds, or dogmas are threatened by unwelcome factual information, biased thinking can become ideological denialism. This
is a problem that affects everybody: Whereas denial can interfere with individual well-being, ideological denialism can stand in the way of
urgent advancements in public policy. This book offers an accessible, historically and scientifically informed overview of our understanding of
denial and denialism. Adrian Bardon introduces the reader to the latest developments in the interdisciplinary study of denial, and then
investigates the role of human psychology and ideology in, respectively, science denial, economic policy, and religious belief.
In an ideal world, our beliefs would satisfy norms of truth and rationality, as well as foster the acquisition, retention, and use of other relevant
information. In reality, we have limited cognitive capacities and are subject to motivational biases on an everyday basis. We may also
experience impairments in perception, memory, learning, and reasoning in the course of our lives. Such limitations and impairments give rise
to distorted memory beliefs, confabulated explanations, and beliefs that are elaborated delusional, motivated delusional, or optimistically
biased. In this book, Lisa Bortolotti argues that some irrational beliefs qualify as epistemically innocent, where, in some contexts, the
adoption, maintenance, or reporting of the beliefs delivers significant epistemic benefits that could not be easily attained otherwise. Epistemic
innocence does not imply that the epistemic benefits of the irrational belief outweigh its epistemic costs, yet it clarifies the relationship
between the epistemic and psychological effects of irrational beliefs on agency. It is misleading to assume that epistemic rationality and
psychological adaptiveness always go hand-in-hand, but also that there is a straight-forward trade-off between them. Rather, epistemic
irrationality can lead to psychological adaptiveness, which in turn can support the attainment of epistemic goals. Recognising the
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circumstances in which irrational beliefs enhance or restore epistemic performance informs our mutual interactions and enables us to take
measures to reduce their irrationality without undermining the conditions for epistemic success.
Written by an international team of leading scholars, this collection of thirteen new essays explores the implications of semantic externalism
for self-knowledge and skepticism, bringing recent developments in the philosophy of mind, the philosophy of language, and epistemology to
bear on the issue. Structured in three parts, the collection looks at self-knowledge, content transparency, and then meta-semantics and the
nature of mental content. The chapters examine a wide range of topics in the philosophy of mind and the philosophy of language, including
2D semantics, transparency views of self-knowledge, and theories of linguistic understanding, as well as epistemological debates on
contextualism, contrastivism, pragmatic encroachment, anti-luminosity arguments and testimony. The scope of the volume will appeal to
graduate students and researchers in epistemology, philosophy of mind, philosophy of language, cognitive science, psychology and
linguistics.
It’s hard to conceive of a topic of more broad and personal interest than the study of the mind. In addition to its traditional investigation by the
disciplines of psychology, psychiatry, and neuroscience, the mind has also been a focus of study in the fields of philosophy, economics,
anthropology, linguistics, computer science, molecular biology, education, and literature. In all these approaches, there is an almost universal
fascination with how the mind works and how it affects our lives and our behavior. Studies of the mind and brain have crossed many exciting
thresholds in recent years, and the study of mind now represents a thoroughly cross-disciplinary effort. Researchers from a wide range of
disciplines seek answers to such questions as: What is mind? How does it operate? What is consciousness? This encyclopedia brings
together scholars from the entire range of mind-related academic disciplines from across the arts and humanities, social sciences, life
sciences, and computer science and engineering to explore the multidimensional nature of the human mind.
Since its first edition in 1988, this book has become the leading introductory textbook on clinical psychopathology. Now fully revised and
updated, it is an invaluable reference for psychiatrists of all levels as well as clinical psychologists, allied mental health professionals and
researchers in this field. Comprehensive and accessible overview of clinical psychopathology. Defines, clarifies and describes the main
symptoms and syndromes of mental illness encountered in clinical practice. Illustrates key principles of psychopathology with examples
drawn from a wide range of sources. Fully updated throughout. Includes key point summaries. Complementary access to the e-book through
ExpertConsult. Additional online electronic resources include: Patient interview scenarios exploring key themes (videos with transcripts).
Author podcasts (audio) to expand and clarify core topics. Interactive question and answer sections for each chapter, to test your
understanding and aid revision of essential areas. Now in 4 colour. New, bigger, more user-friendly format. Three new podcasts
(consciousness, embodiment, shame and guilt).
The human imagination manifests in countless different forms. We dream the possible and the impossible. How do we do this so effortlessly?
Why did the capacity for imagination evolve and seem to manifest uniquely in our species? This handbook reflects on such questions by
collecting perspectives from leading experts. It showcases a rich and detailed analysis on how the imagination is understood across several
disciplines of study, including anthropology, archaeology, medicine, neuroscience, psychology, philosophy and the arts. An integrated
theoretical-empirical-applied picture of the field is presented, which informs researchers, students and practitioners about the issues of
relevance across the board. With each chapter, human imagination is explained - what it entails, how it evolved, and why it singularly defines
us as a species.
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This edited collection sets forth a new understanding of aesthetic-moral judgment organized around three key concepts: pleasure,
reflection, and accountability. The overarching theme is that art is not merely a representation or expression like any other, but that
it promotes shared moral understanding and helps us engage in meaning-making. This volume offers an alternative to braincentric and realist approaches to aesthetics. It features original essays from a number of leading philosophers of art, aesthetics,
ethics, and perception, including Elizabeth Burns Coleman, Garrett Cullity, Cynthia A. Freeland, Ivan Gaskell, Paul Guyer, Jane
Kneller, Keith Lehrer, Mohan Matthen, Jennifer A. McMahon, Bence Nanay, Nancy Sherman, and Robert Sinnerbrink. Part I of the
book analyses the elements of aesthetic experience—pleasure, preference, and imagination—with the individual conceived as part
of a particular cultural context and network of other minds. The chapters in Part II explain how it is possible for cultural learning to
impact these elements through consensus building, an impulse to objectivity, emotional expression, and reflection. Finally, the
chapters in Part III converge on the role of dissonance, difference, and diversity in promoting cultural understanding and
advancement. Social Aesthetics and Moral Judgment will appeal to philosophers of art and aesthetics, as well as scholars in other
disciplines interested in issues related to art and cultural exchange.
Imagination occupies a central place in philosophy, going back to Aristotle. However, following a period of relative neglect there
has been an explosion of interest in imagination in the past two decades as philosophers examine the role of imagination in
debates about the mind and cognition, aesthetics and ethics, as well as epistemology, science and mathematics. This outstanding
Handbook contains over thirty specially commissioned chapters by leading philosophers organised into six clear sections
examining the most important aspects of the philosophy of imagination, including: Imagination in historical context: Aristotle,
Descartes, Hume, Kant, Husserl, and Sartre What is imagination? The relation between imagination and mental imagery;
imagination contrasted with perception, memory, and dreaming Imagination in aesthetics: imagination and our engagement with
music, art, and fiction; the problems of fictional emotions and ‘imaginative resistance’ Imagination in philosophy of mind and
cognitive science: imagination and creativity, the self, action, child development, and animal cognition Imagination in ethics and
political philosophy, including the concept of 'moral imagination' and empathy Imagination in epistemology and philosophy of
science, including learning, thought experiments, scientific modelling, and mathematics. The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy
of Imagination is essential reading for students and researchers in philosophy of mind and psychology, aesthetics, and ethics. It
will also be a valuable resource for those in related disciplines such as psychology and art.
What is a religious or spiritual delusion? What does religious delusion reveal about the difference between good and bad
spirituality? What is the connection between religious delusion and moral failure? Or between religious delusion and religious
terrorism? Or religious delusion and despair? The Abraham Dilemma: A Divine Delusion is the first book written by a philosopher
on the topic of religious delusion - on the disorder's causes, contents, consequences, diagnosis and treatment. The book argues
that we cannot understand a religious delusion without appreciating three facts. One is that religiosity or spirituality is a part of
human nature, whether it takes theistic or non-theistic forms. Another is that religious delusion is something to which we are all
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vulnerable. The third is that the delusion is not best understood by reducing it to brain chemistry, or by insisting that it is empirically
false. It is best understood by examining its harmful personal and moral consequences - consequences that nearly unfolded when
the biblical patriarch Abraham prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac in response to a command, he thought, from God. The book
presents a fascinating and profound exploration of a phenomenon as old as mankind itself.
From the New York Times best-selling author and host of Hidden Brain comes a thought-provoking look at the role of selfdeception in human flourishing. Self-deception does terrible harm to us, to our communities, and to the planet. But if it is so bad for
us, why is it ubiquitous? In Useful Delusions, Shankar Vedantam and Bill Mesler argue that, paradoxically, self-deception can also
play a vital role in our success and well-being. The lies we tell ourselves sustain our daily interactions with friends, lovers, and
coworkers. They can explain why some people live longer than others, why some couples remain in love and others don’t, why
some nations hold together while others splinter. Filled with powerful personal stories and drawing on new insights in psychology,
neuroscience, and philosophy, Useful Delusions offers a fascinating tour of what it really means to be human.
SIMS' SYMPTOMS IN THE MIND has, since its first publication in 1988, become established as the leading introductory textbook
on clinical psychopathology, defining, clarifying and describing the main symptoms and syndromes of mental illness seen in
clinical practice. Now fully revised and updated, it offers essential reading for psychiatric trainees and an invaluable reference for
psychiatrists of all grades. It has also come to be widely appreciated by clinical psychologists, allied mental health professionals
and researchers in this field. Comprehensive and accessible overview of clinical psychopathology not found anywhere else
Illustrates key principles of psychopathology with examples drawn from a wide source, including fiction, autobiography and clinical
textbooks Fully updated throughout, taking account of advances in the understanding of cognitive neuroscience and
neuropsychology, revised legislation, changing classificatory concepts and evolving cultural aspects of psychiatry Improved
presentation, including new chapter and key point summaries, will help those searching for quick information without losing the rich
writing style for which the book is so well known and appreciated Bonus ancillary content, including: Patient interview scenarios
exploring key themes (videos with transcripts) Author podcasts (audio) to expand and clarify core topics Interactive question and
answer sections for each chapter, to test your understanding and aid revision of essential areas
Drawing on the latest work in cognitive neuroscience, a philosopher proposes that delusions are narrative models that
accommodate anomalous experiences. In The Measure of Madness, Philip Gerrans offers a novel explanation of delusion. Over
the last two decades, philosophers and cognitive scientists have investigated explanations of delusion that interweave
philosophical questions about the nature of belief and rationality with findings from cognitive science and neurobiology. Gerrans
argues that once we fully describe the computational and neural mechanisms that produce delusion and the way in which
conscious experience and thought depend on them, the concept of delusional belief retains only a heuristic role in the explanation
of delusion. Gerrans proposes that delusions are narrative models that accommodate anomalous experiences. He argues that
delusions represent the operation of the Default Mode Network (DMN)—the cognitive system that provides the raw material for
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humans' inbuilt tendency to provide a subjectively compelling narrative context for anomalous or highly salient
experiences—without the “supervision” of higher cognitive processes present in the nondelusional mind. This explanation
illuminates the relationship among delusions, dreams, imaginative states, and irrational beliefs that have perplexed philosophers
and psychologists for over a century. Going beyond the purely conceptual and the phenomenological, Gerrans brings together
findings from different disciplines to trace the flow of information through the cognitive system, and applies these to case studies of
typical schizophrenic delusions: misidentification, alien control, and thought insertion. Drawing on the interventionist model of
causal explanation in philosophy of science and the predictive coding approach to the mind influential in computational
neuroscience, Gerrans provides a model for integrative theorizing about the mind.
In approximately 800 signed articles by experts from a wide diversity of fields, this encyclopedia explores all individual and
situational factors related to human development across the lifespan.
Essays defend, discuss, and critique specific theories of consciousness with respect to various psychopathologies. In Disturbed
Consciousness, philosophers and other scholars examine various psychopathologies in light of specific philosophical theories of
consciousness. The contributing authors—some of them discussing or defending their own theoretical work—consider not only how
a theory of consciousness can account for a specific psychopathological condition but also how the characteristics of a
psychopathology might challenge such a theory. Thus one essay defends the higher-order thought (HOT) theory of consciousness
against the charge that it cannot account for somatoparaphrenia (a delusion in which one denies ownership of a limb). Another
essay argues that various attempts to explain away such anomalies within subjective theories of consciousness fail. Other essays
consider such topics as the application of a model of unified consciousness to cases of brain bisection and dissociative identity
disorder; prefrontal and parietal underconnectivity in autism and other psychopathologies; self-deception and the self-model theory
of subjectivity; schizophrenia and the vehicle theory of consciousness; and a shift in emphasis away from an internal (or
brainbound) approach to psychopathology to an interactive one. Each essay offers a distinctive perspective from the intersection
of philosophy, consciousness research, and psychiatry. Contributors Alexandre Billon, Andrew Brook, Paula Droege, Rocco J.
Gennaro, Philip Gerrans, William Hirstein, Jakob Hohwy, Uriah Kriegel, Timothy Lane, Thomas Metzinger, Erik Myin, Inez MyinGermeys, Myrto Mylopoulos, Gerard O'Brien, Jon Opie, J. Kevin O'Regan, Iuliia Pliushch, Robert Van Gulick
Self-deception, that is the distortion of reality against the available evidence and according to one's wishes, represents a distinctive
component in the wide realm of political deception. It has received relatively little attention but is well worth examining for its
explanatory and normative dimensions. In this book Elisabetta Galeotti shows how self-deception can explain political occurrences
where public deception intertwines with political failure – from bad decisions based on false beliefs, through the self-serving nature
of those beliefs, to the deception of the public as a by-product of a leader's self-deception. Her discussion uses close analysis of
three well-known case studies: John F. Kennedy and the Cuba Crisis, Lyndon B. Johnson and the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, and
George W. Bush and the Weapons of Mass Destruction. Her book will appeal to a range of readers in political philosophy, political
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theory, and international relations.

Jennifer Radden here provides a re-interpretation of the classic text by 17th century scholar Robert Burton, The Anatomy
of Melancholy. Her new reading of Burton's essential text brings several key facets of his thought to light: the role of
imagination in inciting and averting melancholy as disorder; the part played by daily habits of thought in engendering
severe and incurable conditions; the multi-directional feedback loops linking feeling and thought in his model of mind; and
an emphasis on symptoms and natural history in his understanding of disease. Much of Burton's account is derived from
classical, medieval and renaissance writing about melancholy, yet he brought them together into something new: an
account that -- while it stands in contrast to many of the assumptions of later psychology -- concurs surprisingly well with
present day cognitivism. Moreover, although seventeenth century melancholy bears only a loose relationship to present
day mood disorders such as depression and anxiety, on this reading the Anatomy anticipates a considerable number of
findings and hypotheses associated with present day psychiatry, including its network models of depression, for example,
and its emphasis on the part played by rumination and mind wandering in engendering affective disorder. Radden's new
reading of a classic text should interest readers in philosophy of mind and psychiatry, clinical psychiatry and the history of
medicine.
This collection of essays focuses on the interface between delusions and self-deception. As pathologies of belief,
delusions and self-deception raise many of the same challenges for those seeking to understand them. Are delusions
and self-deception entirely distinct phenomena, or might some forms of self-deception also qualify as delusional? To
what extent might models of self-deception and delusion share common factors? In what ways do affect and motivation
enter into normal belief-formation, and how might they be implicated in self-deception and delusion? The essays in this
volume tackle these questions from both empirical and conceptual perspectives. Some contributors focus on the general
question of how to locate self-deception and delusion within our taxonomy of psychological states. Some contributors ask
whether particular delusions - such as the Capgras delusion or anosognosia for hemiplegia - might be explained by
appeal to motivational and affective factors. And some contributors provide general models of motivated reasoning,
against which theories of pathological belief-formation might be measured. The volume will be of interest to cognitive
scientists, clinicians, and philosophers interested in the nature of belief and the disturbances to which it is subject.
Anthony Everett gives a philosophical defence of the common-sense view that there are no such things as fictional
people, places, and things. He argues that our talk and thought about such fictional objects takes place within the scope
of a pretense, and that we gain little but lose much by accepting fictional realism.
Belief is a fundamental concept within many branches of contemporary philosophy and an important subject in its own
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right. This volume comprises 11 original essays on belief written by a range of the best authors in the field.
The Evolution of Consciousness brings together interdisciplinary insights from philosophy, neuroscience, psychology and
cognitive science to explain consciousness in terms of the biological function that grounds it in the physical world.
Drawing on the novel analogy of a house of cards, Paula Droege pieces together various conceptual questions and
shows how they rest on each other to form a coherent, structured argument. She asserts that the mind is composed of
unconscious sensory and cognitive representations, which become conscious when they are selected and coordinated
into a representation of the present moment. This temporal representation theory deftly bridges the gap between mind
and body by highlighting that physical systems are conscious when they can respond flexibly to actions in the present.
With examples from evolution, animal cognition, introspection and the free will debate, this is a compelling and animated
account of the possible explanations of consciousness, offering answers to the conceptual question of how
consciousness can be considered a cognitive process.
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