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Democratization emerged at a time of epochal change in
global politics: the twin impacts of the end of the Soviet Union
and the speeding up and deepening of globalisation in the
early 1990s meant a whole new ball game in terms of global
political developments. The journal’s first issue appeared in
early 1994. Over time, the editorial position has been
consistently to focus on ‘the third wave of democracy’ and
its aftermath. The third wave is the most recent exemplar of a
long-term, historical trend towards more democratically viable
regimes and away from authoritarian systems and leaders. In
short, the journal wants to promote a better understanding of
democratization – defined as the way democratic norms,
institutions and practices evolve and are disseminated both
within and across national and cultural boundaries. Over the
years, the many excellent articles that we have featured in
the journal have shared our focus on democratization, viewed
as a process. The journal has sought – and continues to seek
– to build on the enduring scholarly and of course popular
interest in democracy, how and why it emerges, develops and
becomes consolidated. Our emphasis over the last 20 years
has been contemporary and the approach comparative, with
a strong desire to be both topical and authoritative. We
include special reference to democratization in the developing
world and in post-communist societies. In sum, just as 20
years ago, the journal today aims to encourage debate on the
many aspects of democratization that are of interest to policymakers, administrators and journalists, aid and development
personnel, those involved in education, and, perhaps above
all, the tens of millions of ordinary people around the world
who do not (yet) enjoy the benefits of living under democratic
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rule. The two dozen articles collected in this ‘virtual’ special
issue are emphatic proof of the power of the written word to
induce debate, uncertainty, and ultimately progress towards
better forms of politics, focused on the achievement of the
democratic aspirations of men and women everywhere.
Developments in South Asia in the areas of democracy,
political economy and security in the last couple of years are
intriguing and raise questions about whether the region is on
the road to transformation. The years 2013 and 2014,
particularly, have been ‘years of transition’ in South Asia.
Almost all South Asia countries have undergone political
transitions with cascading effects. These elections are
significant for South Asian countries because the region has
witnessed political instability for a long period of time. The
elections in South Asia generated the hope that the most unintegrated region may become interdependent after coming
up of new sets of political heads. These developments in the
region have an influence on India’s foreign policy and also
mould its domestic politics; and vice-versa. India’s policy
towards individual countries also has a decisive impact on the
pace of on-going political transitions in a number of spheres:
civil-military relations, foreign policy of individual countries,
socio-political and economic dynamics and nature of
governance. These transitions reflect the nature, behaviour
and response of the transitory states towards the others.
India, as an important stakeholder in the region is keenly
observing these transitions in its neighbourhood. This book
titled: Transitions and Interdependence: India and Its
Neighbours is the outcome of serious deliberations among
well known scholars, diplomats and policy makers at the Fifth
Asian Relations Conference organised by the Indian Council
of World Affairs in collaboration with the Institute of Peace
and Conflict Studies in February 2014. Papers presented in
the conference have been thoroughly revised before
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publication and the editors acknowledge with gratitude theses
insightful contributions.
Drawing on the rich resources of the ten-volume series of The
Oxford Handbooks of Political Science, this one-volume
distillation provides a comprehensive overview of all the main
branches of contemporary political science: political theory;
political institutions; political behavior; comparative politics;
international relations; political economy; law and politics;
public policy; contextual political analysis; and political
methodology. Sixty-seven of the top political scientists
worldwide survey recent developments in those fields and
provide penetrating introductions to exciting new fields of
study. Following in the footsteps of the New Handbook of
Political Science edited by Robert Goodin and Hans-Dieter
Klingemann a decade before, this Oxford Handbook will
become an indispensable guide to the scope and methods of
political science as a whole. It will serve as the reference
book of record for political scientists and for those following
their work for years to come.
"Brings together cutting-edge accounts of social movements
concerned with civil and political rights, globalization, peace,
the environment, migrant and factory labour, the rights of
middle- and working-class women, and sexual identity in an
overarching framework of analysis that forefronts the
importance of human rights and the state as a focus for social
activism in a region characterized by a history of authoritarian
developmentalism and weak civil society"--Provided by
publisher.
Publisher Description
This book questions the reasons why presidential
democracies more likely to break down than parliamentary
ones.
Today, the majority of sovereign states can be described as
"democracies" because they possess elected political
Page 3/27

Download Free Democracy From Above Regime
Transition In The Kingdom Of
leadership and some measure of commitment to the
protection and promotion of individual rights and equality
under law. In the economic realm, most democracies are
market-based and are integrated into wider regional and
global markets. Virtually all are organized around Western
liberal principles and values. For some, these philosophical
commitments are indigenous and longstanding, and for
others they were imported later, often through colonization.
This book asks how democratic governance and economic
development differ when founded on Eastern, Buddhist
principles, rather than Western, liberal, and Enlightenment
values and beliefs. The small, remote country of Bhutan is the
only democratic, market-based state that is rooted
constitutionally and culturally in Mahayana Buddhist principles
and ethics. In this book, William J. Long provides an authentic
basis for theoretical and empirical comparison between two
distinct models of democracy and development that differ on
important, first-order principles. Bhutanese Buddhist and
Western liberal concepts of the individual "self," "human
nature" and "the pursuit of happiness"-the building blocks of
democratic and market-based economic theory-differ
profoundly. Because the two approaches-liberal and Buddhistare based on distinctive philosophical traditions, this
comparison elucidates new questions, frames of inquiry, and
alternative understandings of democracy and development.
The book describes how democratic political institutions and
markets emerged and how they function in Bhutan,
demonstrating how, in real-world terms, Bhutan organizes
and operates a political and economic system consistent with
its Buddhist worldview. It considers the nature of Bhutan's
unique political institutions and its economic touchstone, the
pursuit of "Gross National Happiness (GNH)," rather than
Gross National Product, as its ordering principle for policy.
Ultimately, Tantric State reflects on whether Bhutan's unique
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model can withstand the forces of globalization and what
insights Bhutan might have to share with the rest of us about
dilemmas facing Western democracies and the need to
pursue development in a more holistic and sustainable way.
These findings bridge international relations and comparative
politics while also providing guidelines for policymakers who
wish to use regional organizations to promote
democracy."--BOOK JACKET.

This book presents an analysis of how metaphors
are essential elements in the study of international
relations. It acknowledges the fact that theory and
practice in international relations often rest on
common metaphorical concepts which have
implications for the ways people around the world
pursue their lives. Because of the increased
attention metaphors have received as integral
elements in political discourse, there is a need to
investigate metaphorical concepts that are not
neutral in their implications for understanding
international relations. Inasmuch as government
policy is shaped by metaphorical concepts that
originate in the academic realm, and given that
scholarly works are therefore partially involved in
inspiring policy, the author subjects a range of
metaphors in international relations theory to critical
interrogation.
Most accounts of the Spanish transition to
democracy have been celebratory exercises at the
service of a stabilizing rather than a critical project of
far-reaching reform. As one of the essays in this
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volume puts it, the “pact of oblivion,” which
characterized the Spanish transition to democracy,
curtailed any serious attempt to address the legacies
of authoritarianism that the new democracy inherited
from the Franco era. As a result, those legacies
pervaded public discourse even in newly created
organs of opinion. As another contributor argues, the
Transition was based on the erasure of memory and
the invention of a new political tradition. On the other
hand, memory and its etiolation have been an object
of reflection for a number of film directors and fiction
writers, who have probed the return of the repressed
under spectral conditions. Above all, this book
strives to present memory as a performative
exercise of democratic agents and an open field for
encounters with different, possibly divergent, and
necessarily fragmented recollections. The pact of the
Transition could not entirely disguise the
naturalization of a society made of winners and
losers, nor could it ensure the consolidation of
amnesia by political agents and by the tools that
create hegemony by shaping opinion. Spanish
society is haunted by the specters of a past it has
tried to surmount by denying it. It seems unlikely that
it can rid itself of its ghosts without in the process
undermining the democracy it sought to legitimate
through the erasure of memories and the drowning
of witnesses' voices in the cacaphony of triumphant
modernization.
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Power Sharing and Democracy in Post-Civil War
States examines the challenge of promoting
democracy in the aftermath of civil war. Hartzell and
Hoddie argue that minimalist democracy is the most
realistic form of democracy to which states emerging
from civil war violence can aspire. The adoption of
power-sharing institutions within civil war settlements
helps mitigate insecurity and facilitate democracy's
emergence. Power sharing promotes
'democratization from above' by limiting the capacity
of the state to engage in predatory behavior, and
'democratization from below' by empowering citizens
to participate in politics. Drawing on cross-national
and case study evidence, Hartzell and Hoddie find
that post-civil war countries that adopt extensive
power sharing are ultimately more successful in
transitioning to minimalist democracy than countries
that do not. Power Sharing and Democracy in PostCivil War States presents a new and hopeful
understanding of what democracy can look like and
how it can be fostered.
Based on a detailed study of 35 cases in Africa,
Asia, Latin America, and post-communist Eurasia,
this book explores the fate of competitive
authoritarian regimes between 1990 and 2008. It
finds that where social, economic, and technocratic
ties to the West were extensive, as in Eastern
Europe and the Americas, the external cost of abuse
led incumbents to cede power rather than crack
Page 7/27

Download Free Democracy From Above Regime
Transition In The Kingdom Of
down, which led to democratization. Where ties to
the West were limited, external democratizing
pressure was weaker and countries rarely
democratized. In these cases, regime outcomes
hinged on the character of state and ruling party
organizations. Where incumbents possessed
developed and cohesive coercive party structures,
they could thwart opposition challenges, and
competitive authoritarian regimes survived; where
incumbents lacked such organizational tools,
regimes were unstable but rarely democratized.
The global movement toward democracy, spurred in
part by the ending of the cold war, has created
opportunities for democratization not only in Europe
and the former Soviet Union, but also in Africa. This
book is based on workshops held in Benin, Ethiopia,
and Namibia to better understand the dynamics of
contemporary democratic movements in Africa. Key
issues in the democratization process range from its
institutional and political requirements to specific
problems such as ethnic conflict, corruption, and role
of donors in promoting democracy. By focusing on
the opinion and views of African intellectuals,
academics, writers, and political activists and
observers, the book provides a unique perspective
regarding the dynamics and problems of
democratization in Africa.
Between 1974 and 1990 more than thirty countries in
southern Europe, Latin America, East Asia, and
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Eastern Europe shifted from authoritarian to
democratic systems of government. This global
democratic revolution is probably the most important
political trend in the late twentieth century. In The
Third Wave, Samuel P. Huntington analyzes the
causes and nature of these democratic transitions,
evaluates the prospects for stability of the new
democracies, and explores the possibility of more
countries becoming democratic. The recent
transitions, he argues, are the third major wave of
democratization in the modem world. Each of the
two previous waves was followed by a reverse wave
in which some countries shifted back to authoritarian
government. Using concrete examples, empirical
evidence, and insightful analysis, Huntington
provides neither a theory nor a history of the third
wave, but an explanation of why and how it
occurred. Factors responsible for the democratic
trend include the legitimacy dilemmas of
authoritarian regimes; economic and social
development; the changed role of the Catholic
Church; the impact of the United States, the
European Community, and the Soviet Union; and the
"snowballing" phenomenon: change in one country
stimulating change in others. Five key elite groups
within and outside the nondemocratic regime played
roles in shaping the various ways democratization
occurred. Compromise was key to all
democratizations, and elections and nonviolent
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tactics also were central. New democracies must
deal with the "torturer problem" and the "praetorian
problem" and attempt to develop democratic values
and processes. Disillusionment with democracy,
Huntington argues, is necessary to consolidating
democracy. He concludes the book with an analysis
of the political, economic, and cultural factors that
will decide whether or not the third wave continues.
Several "Guidelines for Democratizers" offer specific,
practical suggestions for initiating and carrying out
reform. Huntington's emphasis on practical
application makes this book a valuable tool for
anyone engaged in the democratization process. At
this volatile time in history, Huntington's assessment
of the processes of democratization is indispensable
to understanding the future of democracy in the
world.
This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived
program, which commemorates University of
California Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate
the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and
impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices
Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed
scholarship accessible once again using print-ondemand technology. This title was originally
published in 1988.
The question of whether democratization is an eliteled process from above or a popular triumph from
below continues to be an area of contention among
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political scientists. Examining the experiences of
countries which have provided the main empirical
base for recent theorizing, namely, Western Europe
and South America in the 19th and early 20th
centuries and again in the 1970s and 1980s, this
book delineates a more complex and varied set of
patterns. The volume explores the politics of
democratization through a comparative analysis that
examines the role of labor in relation to elite
strategies in both contemporary and historical
perspectives. In her detailed analysis, Professor
Collier also describes multiple patterns within each
historical period, challenges conventional
understandings of these events, and recaptures a
role for unions and labor-based parties in
contemporary processes of democratization.
First published in 1999, the essays in this book
examine the context and conduct of a series of
watershed elections held in Anglophone Africa in the
first half of the 1990s. These elections crystallized a
wider process of democratization, underway in much
of sub-Saharan Africa during the last decade, in
which attempts were made to shift from various
forms of authoritarian rule (colonial or racial
oligarchies, military regimes, one-party states, or
presidential rule) to pluralist parliamentary politics.
This volume brings together for the first time, studies
of these events in countries sharing a comparable
legacy of British colonialism, an acquaintance with
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the Westminster constitutional tradition and related
experiences of decolonization and democratic
struggle. Written from a variety of perspectives by
contributors with first-hand knowledge and long
experience of research in Africa, the papers situate
each election in its wider political context, examining
the political forces at work and the events which
gave rise to reform. All indicate that, despite Western
pressure for reform and the influence of the collapse
of the Soviet Bloc in Eastern Europe, internal African
demands for democracy provided the primary driving
force for change. Not all the elections fulfilled the
hopes invested in them. In Nigeria, they were
annulled before all the votes had been counted. In
Kenya, the disarray of the opposition ensured the
return to power of the old order. Even where they
produced a successful regime transition, the
democratic credentials of the new governments were
sometimes seriously flawed. Yet for all these
limitations, these watershed elections signalled
important progress for African democracy. They
brought a formal end to colonial rule in Namibia and
to three centuries of racial discrimination in South
Africa. They brought changes of government through
the ballot box in Zambia and Malawi, among the first
instances in Africa of such change being
accomplished without the use of force. Above all,
they provided African electorates with an opportunity
to pass judgement on long-serving authoritarian
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regimes – with unequivocal results: in every case,
when given the chance to vote, Africans voted for
democracy.
In recent years "smartness" has risen as a buzzword
to characterize novel urban policy and development
patterns. As a result of this, debates around what
"smart" actually means, both theoretically and
empirically, have emerged within the interdisciplinary
arenas of urban and regional studies. This book
explores the changes in discourse, rationality and
selected responses of smartness through the theme
of "transition." The concept of transition provides the
broader context and points of reference for adopting
smartness in reconciling competing interests and
agendas in city-regional governance. Using case
studies from around the world, including North
America, Europe and South Africa, the authors link
external regime transition in societal values and
goals with internal moves towards smartness. While
reflecting the growing integration of overarching
themes and analytical concerns, this volume further
develops work on smartness, smart growth,
transition, city-regionalism, governance and
sustainability. Smart Transitions in City Regionalism
explores how smart cities and city regions interact
with conventional state structures. It will be of great
interest to postgraduates and advanced
undergraduates across urban studies, geography,
sustainability studies and political science.
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The fall of the Soviet communist regime in 1991
offers a challenging contrast to other instances of
democratic transition and change in the last decades
of the twentieth century. The 1991 revolution was
neither a peaceful revolution from below as occurred
in Czechoslovakia nor a negotiated transition to
democracy like those in Poland, Hungary, or Latin
America. It was not primarily the result of social
modernization, the rise of a new middle class, or of
national liberation movements in the non-Russian
union republics. Instead, as Gordon Hahn argues,
the Russian transformation was a bureaucrat-led,
state-based revolution managed by a group of
Communist Party functionaries who won control over
the Russian Republic (RSFSR) in the
mid-1990s.Hahn describes how opportunistic Party
and state officials, led by Boris Yeltsin, defected from
the Gorbachev camp and proceeded in 1990-91 to
dismantle the institutions that bound state and party.
These revolutionaries from above seized control of
political, economic, natural and human resources,
and then separated the party apparatus from state
institutions on Russian Republic territory. With the
failed August 1991 hard-line coup, Yeltsin banned
the Communist Party and decreed that all Union
state organs, including the KGB and military were
under RSFSR control. In Hahn's account, this mode
of revolutionary change from above explains the
troubled development of democracy in Russia and
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the former Soviet republics.Hahn shows how limited
mobilization of the masses stunted the development
of civil societies and the formation of political parties
and trade unions with real grass roots. The result is
a weak society unable to nudge the state to
concentrate on institutional reforms society needs for
the development of a free polity and economy.
Russia's Revolution from Above goes far in
correcting the historical record and reconceptualizing
the Soviet transformation. It should be read by
historians, economists, political scientists, and
Russia area scholars.
This edited volume examines policies aimed at
increasing the representation of women in governing
institutions in six South Asian countries. Divided into
three parts, it addresses the implications of
uniformity and diversity for the substantive
representation of women in parliament, civil service
and local government. The contributing authors
explore the scope and limits of ‘positive
discriminatory policies’ within distinct country
contexts, and the implications of the lack of such
policies in other countries. Their findings shed new
light on the extent to which the higher presence of
women in different governing institutions matters,
particularly in respect of promoting women’s issues;
and also on the way men and women in different
governing institutions look upon each other’s roles
and adopt strategies for mutual adjustment. This
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innovative collection will appeal to students and
scholars of gender studies, public policy and
administration, international relations, law and
political science.
Populism and the personalization of politics appears
to be threatening the existence of democracy as we
know it all over the world. It is now more important
than ever to understand the history of this form of
regime: why it has thrives and fails. But, existing
studies are limited by their focus on a few large and
predominately rich states. This book takes the
opposite approach: it investigates how politics is
practiced in the smallest states where hyperpersonalization has always been a ubiquitous
feature of political life. It optimistically finds that
hyper-personalized democracy can actually persist
against all odds, but also cautions that political
practices in small states are often markedly different
to larger states. Oxford Studies in Democratization is
a series for scholars and students of comparative
politics and related disciplines. Volumes concentrate
on the comparative study of the democratization
process that accompanied the decline and
termination of the cold war. The geographical focus
of the series is primarily Latin America, the
Caribbean, Southern and Eastern Europe, and
relevant experiences in Africa and Asia. The series
editor is Laurence Whitehead, Senior Research
Fellow, Nuffield College, University of Oxford.
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During the dictatorship of the Colonels in Greece,
there was an attempt at self-transformation into
some form of civilian rule in 1973: the so-called
'Markezinis experiment', named after the politician
who assumed the task of heading the transition
government and lead to elections. It lasted a mere
eight weeks, faced heavy opposition from both the
opposition elites and the civil society and eventually
collapsed by a military hard-liners' coup. This book
argues that the failure of the 'Markezinis experiment'
paved the way for the actual transition of 1974 as it
happened. Using British and American archival
resources, as well as unique private archives and
personal interviews, the book concludes by briefly
seeking to trace some potential alternative paths for
the failed self- transformation attempt, and by
accounting for the long-term consequences of the
failure of the 'Markezinis experiment'.
“A must-read for anyone concerned about the fate of
contemporary democracies.”—Steven Levitsky, coauthor of How Democracies Die Why divisions have
deepened and what can be done to heal them As
one part of the global democratic recession, severe
political polarization is increasingly afflicting old and
new democracies alike, producing the erosion of
democratic norms and rising societal anger. This
volume is the first book-length comparative analysis
of this troubling global phenomenon, offering indepth case studies of countries as wide-ranging and
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important as Brazil, India, Kenya, Poland, Turkey,
and the United States. The case study authors are a
diverse group of country and regional experts, each
with deep local knowledge and experience.
Democracies Divided identifies and examines the
fissures that are dividing societies and the factors
bringing polarization to a boil. In nearly every case
under study, political entrepreneurs have exploited
and exacerbated long-simmering divisions for their
own purposes—in the process undermining the
prospects for democratic consensus and productive
governance. But this book is not simply a diagnosis
of what has gone wrong. Each case study discusses
actions that concerned citizens and organizations
are taking to counter polarizing forces, whether
through reforms to political parties, institutions, or the
media. The book’s editors distill from the case
studies a range of possible ways for restoring
consensus and defeating polarization in the world’s
democracies. Timely, rigorous, and accessible, this
book is of compelling interest to civic activists,
political actors, scholars, and ordinary citizens in
societies beset by increasingly rancorous
partisanship.
Originally published in 2004. Genocide in Rwanda,
massive floods of refugees and displaced people in
the Horn of Africa, violent civil wars in the West
African countries of Sierra Leone and Liberia - these
are testimonies to the tremendous cost to grassroots
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communities when the authority and legitimacy of
national political systems and leaders are called into
question. The consolidation of democracy represents
one tangible strategy to restore authority and
legitimacy of political rule, providing the peace and
security necessary for political enfranchisement and
economic opportunity. This volume explores the
factors that are crucial to the emergence of
democratic political systems on the African
continent, specifically focusing on Kenya, Tanzania
and Uganda. It highlights the political challenges
facing these countries during this crucial transition
period, and provides insights that are applicable to
other countries engaged in this process in Africa and
beyond.
The rural labor movement played a surprisingly
active role in Brazil’s transition to democracy in the
1980s. While in most Latin American countries rural
labor was conspicuously marginal, in Brazil, an
expanded, secularized, and centralized movement
organized strikes, staged demonstrations for land
reform, demanded political liberalization, and
criticized the government’s environmental policies.
In this ground-breaking book, Anthony W. Pereira
explains this transition as the result of two
intertwined processes - the modernization of
agricultural production and the expansion of the
welfare state into the countryside - and explores the
political consequences of these processes, occurring
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not only in Latin America but in much of the Third
World.
Research on the economic origins of democracy and
dictatorship has shifted away from the impact of
growth and turned toward the question of how
different patterns of growth - equal or unequal shape regime change. This book offers a new theory
of the historical relationship between economic
modernization and the emergence of democracy on
a global scale, focusing on the effects of land and
income inequality. Contrary to most mainstream
arguments, Ben W. Ansell and David J. Samuels
suggest that democracy is more likely to emerge
when rising, yet politically disenfranchised, groups
demand more influence because they have more to
lose, rather than when threats of redistribution to
elite interests are low.
Recommends practical ways in which the United
States and Japan can support democratic
development in countries that are emerging from
autocratic regimes and those that have achieved a
measure of democracy, but are in danger of
regressing.
Game Theory and the Transition to Democracy
analyses strategic behaviour and political
interactions during the key political episodes in the
Spanish transition, explaining why it was such a
successful process. Emphasising the agendasetting, bargaining and strategic decision-making
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roles of central actors, this book uses a rational
choice methodology to model the transition to
democracy in Spain. This book sheds new light on
the process of transition to democracy and will be
welcomed by historians and political scientists both
as a key contribution to the historical understanding
of the period and as a seminal application of rational
choice analysis.
Revolution, reform, and resilience comprise the
respective fortunes of modern Iran, Turkey, and
Egypt. Although the countries all experienced coups
with remarkably similar ambitions, each followed a
very different trajectory. Iran became an absolutist
monarchy that was overthrown from below, Turkey
evolved into a limited democracy, and Egypt turned
into a police state. In The Power Triangle, Hazem
Kandil attributes the different outcomes to the power
struggle between the political, military, and security
institutions. Coups establish a division of labor, with
one group of officers running government, another
overseeing the military, and a third handling security.
But their interests begin to vary as each group
identifies with its own institution. Politicians wish to
rule indefinitely; military officers prefer to return to
barracks after implementing the needed reforms;
and security men scramble to maintain the privileges
they acquired in the post-coup emergency. Driven by
conflicting agendas, these partners in domination
struggle over regime control. Using comparative
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historical sociology, Kandil demonstrates how
regimes are constantly shaped and reshaped
through the recurrent clashes and shifting alliances
between the team of rivals in this "power triangle."
The Power Triangle's realist approach to regime
change shows that a clear explanation of pivotal
events in Iran, Turkey, and Egypt is impossible
without a firm grasp of the power relations within
each country's ruling bloc.
In early 2011, widespread protests ousted dictatorial
regimes in both Tunisia and Egypt. Within a few
years, Tunisia successfully held parliamentary and
presidential elections and witnessed a peaceful
transition of power, while the Egyptian military went
on to seize power and institute authoritarian control.
What explains the success and failure of transitions
to democracy in these two countries, and how might
they speak to democratic transition attempts in other
Muslim-majority countries? Democratic Transition in
the Muslim World convenes leading scholars to
consider the implications of democratic success in
Tunisia and failure in Egypt in comparative
perspective. Alongside case studies of Indonesia,
Senegal, and India, contributors analyze similarities
and differences among democratizing countries with
large Muslim populations, considering universal
challenges as well as each nation’s particular
obstacles. A central theme is the need to understand
the conditions under which it becomes possible to
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craft pro-democratic coalitions among secularists
and Islamists. Essays discuss the dynamics of
secularist fears of Islamist electoral success, the role
of secular constituencies in authoritarian regimes’
resilience, and the prospects for moderation among
both secularist and Islamist political actors. They
delve into topics such as the role of the army and
foreign military aid, Middle Eastern constitutions, and
the role of the Muslim Brotherhood. The book also
includes an essay by the founder and president of
Tunisia’s Ennadha Party, Rachid Ghannouchi, who
discusses the political strategies his party chose to
pursue.
? The Ukrainian crisis that dominated headlines in
fall 2013 was decades in the making. Two great
schisms shaped events: one within Ukraine, its
western and southeastern parts divided along
cultural and political lines; the other was driven by
geopolitical factors. Competition between Russia
and the West exacerbated Ukraine’s divisions. This
study focuses on the historical background and
complex causality of the crisis, from the rise of mass
demonstrations on Kiev’s Maidan Nezalezhnosti
(Independence Square) to the making of the postrevolt regime. In the context of a “new cold war,” the
author sheds light on the role of radical Ukrainian
nationalists and neofascists in the February 2014
snipers’ massacre, the ouster of President Viktor
Yanukovych, and Russia’s seizure of Crimea and
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involvement in the civil war in the eastern region of
Donbass.
From the 1980s through the first decade of the
twenty-first century, the spread of democracy across
the developing and post-Communist worlds
transformed the global political landscape. What
drove these changes and what determined whether
the emerging democracies would stabilize or revert
to authoritarian rule? Dictators and Democrats takes
a comprehensive look at the transitions to and from
democracy in recent decades. Deploying both
statistical and qualitative analysis, Stephen Haggard
and Robert Kaufman engage with theories of
democratic change and advocate approaches that
emphasize political and institutional factors. While
inequality has been a prominent explanation for
democratic transitions, the authors argue that its role
has been limited, and elites as well as masses can
drive regime change. Examining seventy-eight cases
of democratic transition and twenty-five reversions
since 1980, Haggard and Kaufman show how
differences in authoritarian regimes and
organizational capabilities shape popular protest and
elite initiatives in transitions to democracy, and how
institutional weaknesses cause some democracies
to fail. The determinants of democracy lie in the
strength of existing institutions and the public's
capacity to engage in collective action. There are
multiple routes to democracy, but those growing out
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of mass mobilization may provide more checks on
incumbents than those emerging from intra-elite
bargains. Moving beyond well-known beliefs
regarding regime changes, Dictators and Democrats
explores the conditions under which transitions to
democracy are likely to arise.
Rethinking Arab Democratization unpacks and historicizes
the rise of Arab electoralism, narrating the story of stalled
democratic transition in the Arab Middle East. It provides a
balance sheet of the state of Arab democratization from the
mid-1970s into the 21st century. In seeking to answer the
question of how Arab countries democratize and whether
they are democratizing at all, the book pays attention to
specificity, highlighting the peculiarities of democratic
transitions in the Arab Middle East. To this end, it situates the
discussion of such transitions firmly within their local contexts,
but without losing sight of the global picture, namely, the US
drive to control and 'democratize' the Arab World. The book
rejects 'exceptionalism', 'foundationalism', and 'Orientalism',
by showing that the Arab World is not immured from the
global trend towards political liberalization. But by identifying
new trends in Arab democratic transitions, highlighting their
peculiarities and drawing on Arab neglected discourses and
voices, the book pinpoints the contingency of some of the
arguments underlying Western theories of democratic
transition when applied to the Arab setting. Oxford Studies in
Democratization is a series for scholars and students of
comparative politics and related disciplines. Volumes
concentrate on the comparative study of the democratization
process that accompanied the decline and termination of the
cold war. The geographical focus of the series is primarily
Latin America, the Caribbean, Southern and Eastern Europe,
and relevant experiences in Africa and Asia. The series editor
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is Laurence Whitehead, Official Fellow, Nuffield College,
University of Oxford.
This book is a study of the role of clan networks in Central
Asia from the early twentieth century through 2004. Exploring
the social, economic, and historical roots of clans, and their
political role and political transformation in the Soviet and postSoviet periods, it argues that clans are informal political
actors that are critical to understanding politics in this region.
The book demonstrates that the Soviet system was far less
successful in transforming and controlling Central Asian
society, and in its policy of eradicating clan identities, than
has often been assumed. In order to understand Central
Asian politics and their economies, scholars and policy
makers must take into account the powerful role of these
informal groups, how they adapt and change over time, and
how they may constrain or undermine democratization in this
strategic region.
The Third WaveDemocratization in the Late 20th
CenturyUniversity of Oklahoma Press
Beyond the examples above, this book presents us with indepth analyses on several African countries which are seldom
assessed when the topic is democracy and whose
experiences vary on an axis that can be generalised and
applied for other countries in the continent, since they
happened in countries from different regions and with
different backgrounds. Throughout the book, challenges and
opportunities for democracy consolidation in Burkina Faso,
Republic of Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria,
Rwanda and Zimbabwe are studied and invite the reader to
promptly question conventional knowledge on the topic. In
addition, the book also analyses the mechanisms and tools
that the African Union have to manage (un)democratic
changes on its member-states and thoroughly and
innovatively assesses the impacts that migration has on
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democracy in Africa. As a passionate researcher on African
politics and international relations, I am confident to say that
this book will be useful for anyone who wants to get a better
and unbiased sense on challenges and opportunities for
democracy in Africa. By challenging conventional knowledge
and presenting fair generalisations whilst highlighting
heterogeneity, this book contributes to a better understanding
of the democratic processes in the continent and encourages
scholars and students to deepen their knowledge and to
engage in further research on the topic. Since I save no effort
in helping people to develop a critical thinking and to
deconstruct stereotypes that accompany African politics, this
book will certainly be included in the recommended readings
for my students.
The monograph essentially seeks to compare the
sociopolitical construction processes of Spain, Latin America,
Eastern Europe, and North Africa. And, even though the
papers included in it deal above all with the differences
between the different democratic developments mentioned
above, the central idea transmitted is that they have been
marked by complexity, instability, and risk, in short, by
fragility. In this respect, the issue offers a twofold look, as it
tries to analyze the transition processes towards democracy
and, at the same time, the current state of democracy, its
fragility or its lack of quality, both approaches being merged
into one.
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