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WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD 2011
New York Times 100 Notable Books of 2018 •
Amazon Editors' Top 100 of 2018 Rachel Cusk, the
award-winning and critically acclaimed author of
Outline and Transit, completes the transcendent
literary trilogy with Kudos, a novel of unsettling
power. A woman writer visits a Europe in flux, where
questions of personal and political identity are rising
to the surface and the trauma of change is opening
up new possibilities of loss and renewal. Within the
rituals of literary culture, Faye finds the human story
in disarray amid differing attitudes toward the public
performance of the creative persona. She begins to
identify among the people she meets a tension
between truth and representation, a fissure that
accrues great dramatic force as Kudos reaches a
profound and beautiful climax. In this conclusion to
her groundbreaking trilogy, Cusk unflinchingly
explores the nature of family and art, justice and
love, and the ultimate value of suffering. She is
without question one of our most important living
writers.
“Powerfully magnetic. . . . In the lineage of great
works by Chinua Achebe and Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie. . . . A thoroughly contemporary—and deeply
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moving—portrait of a marriage.” —The New York
Times Book Review Ilesa, Nigeria. Ever since they
first met and fell in love at university, Yejide and Akin
have agreed: polygamy is not for them. But four
years into their marriage—after consulting fertility
doctors and healers, and trying strange teas and
unlikely cures—Yejide is still not pregnant. She
assumes she still has time—until her in-laws arrive on
her doorstep with a young woman they introduce as
Akin’s second wife. Furious, shocked, and livid with
jealousy, Yejide knows the only way to save her
marriage is to get pregnant. Which, finally, she
does—but at a cost far greater than she could have
dared to imagine. The unforgettable story of a
marriage as seen through the eyes of both husband
and wife, Stay With Me asks how much we can
sacrifice for the sake of family. A New York Times
Notable Book One of the Best Books of the Year:
NPR, The Wall Street Journal, The Economist,
Chicago Tribune, BuzzFeed, Entertainment Weekly,
The New York Post, Southern Living, The Skimm A
2017 BEA Buzz Panel Selection A Belletrist Book-ofthe-Month A Sarah Jessica Parker Book Club
Selection Shortlisted for the 2017 Baileys Women’s
Prize for Fiction Shortlisted for the Wellcome Book
Prize and the 9mobile Prize for Literature Longlisted
for the International Dylan Thomas Prize
"Grace's father believes in science and builds his
daughter a dollhouse with lights that really work.
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Grace's mother takes her skinny-dipping in the lake
and teaches her about African hyena men who
devour their wives in their sleep. Grace's world, of
fact and fiction, marvels and madness, is slowly
unraveling because her family is coming apart before
her eyes. Now eight-year-old Grace must choose
between her two very different, very flawed parents,
a choice that will take her on a dizzying journey,
away from her home in Vermont to the boozy,
flooded streets of New Orleans--and into the equally
wondrous and frightening realm of her own
imagination. With eloquence and compassion, Jenny
Offill weaves a luminous story of a wounded family
and of a young girl yearning to understand the
difference between fiction, fact, and hope. A novel of
vibrant imagination and searing intelligence, Last
Things is a stunning literary achievement"-LONGLISTED FOR THE 2021 PEN/FAULKNER
AWARD FOR FICTION "In this extraordinary novel,
Castleberry brilliantly hopscotches from person to
person, from era to era, while somehow making all
this fancy footwork look effortless and essential." Jenny Offill, author of Department of Speculation
and Weather A luminous debut novel in the tradition
of DeLillo and Egan, chronicling the eerily
intersecting lives of a series of American dreamers
whose unforeseen links reveal the divided heart of a
haunted nation—and the battered grace that might
lead to its salvation June 26, 1947. Headlines across
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America report the sighting of nine pulsating lights
flying over the Cascade Mountains at speeds
surpassing any aircraft. In Chicago, inspired by the
news, Oliver Danville, a failed actor now reduced to
a mediocre pool hustler, hitchhikes west in a feverdream quest for a possible sign from above that
might illuminate his true calling. A chance encounter
with Saul Penrod, an Idaho farmer, and his family
sets in motion the birth of “the Seekers”—a collective
of outcasts, interlopers, and idealists devoted to
creating a society where divisions of race, ethnicity,
and sexuality are a thing of the past. When
Claudette Donen, a waitress on the lam from her
suffocating family, encounters the group, she is
compulsively drawn to Oliver’s sister Eileen, but
before she is able to join the enigmatic community, it
has vanished. Reunited across the country, the
Seekers attempt to settle in the suburbs of Long
Island. One night, their purpose suddenly revealed, a
stranger emerges, and a horrific crime ensues. In the
decades that follow, the perpetrators, survivors, and
their children will be forced to face the
consequences of what happened—a reckoning that
will involve Charlie Ranagan, a traveling salesman;
Max Felt, a dissolute late-1960s rock star; Alice
Linwood, an increasingly paranoid radio host;
Stanley West, a struggling African American poet;
Marly Feldberg, a Greenwich Village painter; and
Debbie Vasquez, a Connecticut teenager trapped by
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an avalanche of midnight legacies. Each will prove to
be a piece of a puzzle that, when assembled,
reveals a shocking truth about the clash between the
optimism of those who seek inspiration from
spacious skies, and the venom of others who relish
the underworld—not only via conspiratorial
maneuverings, but the literal unearthing of the dead.
The result is one of the most exciting, and
unforgettable, debut novels in recent memory, and
the launch of a major career in American letters.
An unflinching portrait of marriage features a heroine
simply referred to as "the Wife," who transitions from
an idealistic woman who once exchanged love
letters with her husband and who confronts an array
of universal difficulties.
In the shifting sands of the desert, near an unnamed
metropolis, there is an institute where various fellows
come to undertake projects of great significance. But
when our sort-of hero, Percy Frobisher, arrives,
surrounded by the simulated environment of the
glass-enclosed dome of the Institute, his mind goes
completely blank. When he spills something on his
uniform—a major faux pas—he learns about a
mysterious shop where you can take something,
utter the command “same same,” and receive a
replica even better than the original. Imagining a
world in which simulacra have as much value as the
real—so much so that any distinction between the two
vanishes, and even language seeks to reproduce
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meaning through ever more degraded copies of
itself—Peter Mendelsund has crafted a deeply
unsettling novel about what it means to exist and to
create . . . and a future that may not be far off.
A hypnotic and absorbing debut novel from an
extraordinary new talent—a must-read for fans of
Sally Rooney, Jennifer Down, Siri Hustvedt and
André Aciman (Call Me By Your Name)
A young child tries a series of wacky experiments,
such as seeing if a piece of bologna will fly like a
frisbee and determining whether seedlings will grow
if watered with expensive perfume, and then must
suffer the consequences of experiments gone awry.
Dept. of SpeculationVintage
From the author of How Should a Person Be? (“one of
the most talked-about books of the year”—Time
Magazine) and the New York Times Bestseller Women
in Clothes comes a daring novel about whether to have
children. In Motherhood, Sheila Heti asks what is gained
and what is lost when a woman becomes a mother,
treating the most consequential decision of early
adulthood with the candor, originality, and humor that
have won Heti international acclaim and made How
Should A Person Be? required reading for a generation.
In her late thirties, when her friends are asking when
they will become mothers, the narrator of Heti’s intimate
and urgent novel considers whether she will do so at all.
In a narrative spanning several years, casting among the
influence of her peers, partner, and her duties to her
forbearers, she struggles to make a wise and moral
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choice. After seeking guidance from philosophy, her
body, mysticism, and chance, she discovers her answer
much closer to home. Motherhood is a courageous,
keenly felt, and starkly original novel that will surely
spark lively conversations about womanhood,
parenthood, and about how—and for whom—to live.
When Heidi Julavits rediscovered her childhood diaries,
she hoped to find in them proof that she was always
destined to be a writer. Instead, The actual diaries
revealed me to possess the mind of a phobic tax auditor.
The entries are daily chronicles of anxieties about
grades, looks, boys, and popularity.
For every happily-ever-after fairy tale that waxes poetic
about true love, there is a piece of flash fiction from Dan
Rhodes to provide the perfect antidote. In this collection
of bite-sized vignettes, Rhodes masterfully explores the
distance between what we believe is real and what
others know to be true–and nowhere is this distance
greater than in the realm of romance. Told with inimitable
humor, with, and irony, as well as deep undrstanding and
compassion, these short stories are guranteed to elicit
both yelps of laughter and winces of recognition. All offer
the gift of humor, though none are a paean to the
institution of marriage. By turns poignant, surprising, and
laugh-out-loud funny, Dan Rhodes has created a fresh
and recognizable cast of scorned lovers, jilted fiancées,
and vengeful spouses who wholeheartedly subscribe to
the adage that "all is fair in love and war."
From Guardian writer Paula Cocozza, a debut novel of
the breakdown of a marriage, suburbian claustrophobia,
and a woman's unseemly passion for a fox One
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summer’s night, Mary comes home from a midnight
ramble to find a baby lying on her back door step. Has
Mary stolen the baby from next door? Has the baby’s
mother, Mary's neighbor, left her there in her acute state
of post-natal depression? Or was the baby brought to
Mary as a gift by the fox who is increasingly coming to
dominate her life? So opens How to Be Human, a novel
set in a London suburb beset by urban foxes. On leave
from work, unsettled by the proximity of her ex, and
struggling with her hostile neighbors, Mary has become
increasingly captivated by a magnificent fox who is
always in her garden. First she sees him wink at her,
then he brings her presents, and finally she invites him
into her house. As the boundaries between the domestic
and the wild blur, and the neighbors set out to
exterminate the fox, it is unclear if Mary will save the fox,
or the fox save Mary. In this masterful debut, Paula
Cocozza weaves together a penetrating portrait of
marital breakdown, a social novel of wit and nuance, and
an obsessive love story that crosses new boundaries.
"The highly anticipated new novel from David Nicholls,
author of the mega-bestselling fiction sensation One
Day, which follows one man's efforts to salvage his
marriage--and repair his troubled relationship with his
teenaged son--during the course of a trip around
Europe"-From the author of The Improbability of Love: a dazzling
novel both satirical and moving, about an eccentric,
dysfunctional family of English aristocrats, and their
crumbling stately home that reminds us how the lives
and hopes of women can still be shaped by the ties of
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family and love. For more than seven hundred years, the
vast, rambling Trelawney Castle in Cornwall--turrets,
follies, a room for every day of the year, four miles of
corridors and 500,000 acres--was the magnificent and
grand "three dimensional calling card" of the earls of
Trelawney. By 2008, it is in a complete state of ruin due
to the dulled ambition and the financial ineptitude of the
twenty-four earls, two world wars, the Wall Street crash,
and inheritance taxes. Still: the heir to all of it, Kitto, his
wife, Jane, their three children, their dog, Kitto's ancient
parents, and his aunt Tuffy Scott, an entomologist who
studies fleas, all manage to live there and keep it going.
Four women dominate the story: Jane; Kitto's sister,
Blaze, who left Trelawney and made a killing in finance
in London, the wildly beautiful, seductive, and long-ago
banished Anastasia and her daughter, Ayesha. When
Anastasia sends a letter announcing that her nineteenyear-old daughter, Ayesha, will be coming to stay, the
long-estranged Blaze and Jane must band together to
take charge of their new visitor--and save the house of
Trelawney. But both Blaze and Jane are about to
discover that the house itself is really only a very small
part of what keeps the family together.
Losing a friend can be as painful and as agonizing as a
divorce or the end of a love affair, yet it is rarely written
about or even discussed. THE FRIEND WHO GOT
AWAY is the first book to address this near-universal
experience, bringing together the brave, eloquent voices
of writers like Francine Prose, Katie Roiphe, Dorothy
Allison, Elizabeth Strout, Ann Hood, Diana Abu Jabar,
Vivian Gornick, Helen Schulman, and many others.
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Some write of friends who have drifted away, others of
sudden breakups that took them by surprise. Some even
celebrate their liberation from unhealthy or destructive
relationships. Yet at the heart of each story is the
recognition of a loss that will never be forgotten. From
stories about friendships that dissolved when one person
revealed a hidden self or moved into a different world, to
tales of relationships sabotaged by competition, personal
ambition, or careless indifference, THE FRIEND WHO
GOT AWAY casts new light on the meaning and nature
of women’s friendships. Katie Roiphe writes with regret
about the period in her life when even close friends
seemed expendable compared to men and sex. Mary
Morris reveals how a loan led to the unraveling of a
lifelong friendship. Vivian Gornick explores how
intellectual differences eroded the bond between once
inseparable companions. And two contributors, once
best friends, tell both sides of the story that led to their
painful breakup. Written especially for this anthology and
touched with humor, sadness, and sometimes anger,
these extraordinary pieces simultaneously evoke the
uniqueness of each situation and illuminate the universal
emotions evoked by the loss of a friend.
On a graveyard star, machines run a deadly tournament
and draw humans like moths to a flame with a priceless
promise. Partner with an artificial intelligence and fight to
the death. Win and receive your heart's desire . . . War
veteran Thannarat has sought this hidden world to
realize a single goal: bringing back the dead. To fulfill
this wish, she joins the game alongside a seductive AI
who pledges to give her victory. The tournament is full of
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lethal secrets-and so is the AI that professes to be her
weapon. Yet to have what she needs, Thannarat will
sacrifice everything. Her home world, the woman she
once loved, and herself. All she has to do is defy the
game's inescapable rule: that in the end, the only true
victors are the machines . . .
“Enthralling . . . [an] exquisitely moral mystery of how we
struggle to accept and love the people we call family.”—The
New York Times Book Review (Editor’s Choice) NAMED
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New
York Times Book Review • Esquire • BookPage A gripping
novel with the pace of a thriller but the nuanced
characterization and deep empathy of some of the literary
canon’s most beloved novels, Remember Me Like This
introduces Bret Anthony Johnston as one of the most gifted
storytellers writing today. With his sophisticated and
emotionally taut plot and his shimmering prose, Johnston
reveals that only in caring for one another can we save
ourselves. Four years have passed since Justin Campbell’s
disappearance, a tragedy that rocked the small town of
Southport, Texas. Did he run away? Was he kidnapped? Did
he drown in the bay? As the Campbells search for answers,
they struggle to hold what’s left of their family together. Then,
one afternoon, the impossible happens. The police call to
report that Justin has been found only miles away, in the
neighboring town, and, most important, he appears to be fine.
Though the reunion is a miracle, Justin’s homecoming
exposes the deep rifts that have diminished his family, the
wounds they all carry that may never fully heal. Trying to
return to normal, his parents do their best to ease Justin back
into his old life. But as thick summer heat takes hold, violent
storms churn in the Gulf and in the Campbells’ hearts. When
a reversal of fortune lays bare the family’s greatest fears—and
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offers perhaps the only hope for recovery—each of them must
fight to keep the ties that bind them from permanently tearing
apart. Praise for Remember Me Like This “An achingly
beautiful and psychologically insightful portrait of a family . . .
[a] fully immersive novel in which the language is luminous
and the delivery almost flawless.”—The Boston Globe
“Riveting . . . flows like it was plotted by Dennis Lehane but
feels like it was written by Jonathan Franzen.”—Esquire
“Tremendously moving . . . There’s real humanity in
Johnston’s writing, and it’s heartening to spend time with
these folks as they relearn how to be a family.”—Ron Charles,
The Washington Post “Deeply empathetic and masterfully
constructed . . . a novel that has both the feel of a great epic
and the focused intensity of standing on a highwire.”—Salon
"Every story has two sides. Every relationship has two
perspectives. And sometimes, it turns out, the key to a great
marriage is not its truths but its secrets ... At age twenty-two,
Lotto and Mathilde are tall, glamorous, madly in love, and
destined for greatness. A decade later, their marriage is still
the envy of their friends, but ... things are even more
complicated and remarkable than they have seemed"-A young girl lists the seventeen things she is not allowed to
do anymore, including not being able to make ice after
freezing a fly in one of the cubes.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER From the
beloved author of the nationwide best seller Dept. of
Speculation--one of the New York Times Book Review's Ten
Best Books of the Year--a "darkly funny and urgent" (NPR)
tour de force about a family, and a nation, in crisis Lizzie
works in the library of a university where she was once a
promising graduate student. Her side hustle is answering the
letters that come in to Hell and High Water, the doom-laden
podcast hosted by her former mentor. At first it suits her, this
chance to practice her other calling as an unofficial
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shrink--she has always played this role to her divorced
mother and brother recovering from addiction--but soon Lizzie
finds herself struggling to strike the obligatory note of hope in
her responses. The reassuring rhythms of her life as a wife
and mother begin to falter as her obsession with disaster
psychology and people preparing for the end of the world
grows. A marvelous feat of compression, a mix of great
feeling and wry humor, Weather is an electrifying encounter
with one of the most gifted writers at work today.
Chosen as one of fifteen remarkable books by women that
are shaping the way we read and write in the 21st century by
the book critics of The New York Times "Funny...odd, original,
and nearly unclassifiable...unlike any novel I can think
of."—David Haglund, The New York Times Book Review
"Brutally honest and stylistically inventive, cerebral, and
sexy."—San Francisco Chronicle Named a Book of the Year
by The New York Times Book Review, The New Yorker, San
Francisco Chronicle, Salon, Flavorpill, The New Republic,
The New York Observer, The Huffington Post A raw, startling,
genre-defying novel of friendship, sex, and love in the new
millennium—a compulsive read that's like "spending a day with
your new best friend" (Bookforum) Reeling from a failed
marriage, Sheila, a twentysomething playwright, finds herself
unsure of how to live and create. When Margaux, a talented
painter and free spirit, and Israel, a sexy and depraved artist,
enter her life, Sheila hopes that through close—sometimes too
close—observation of her new friend, her new lover, and
herself, she might regain her footing in art and life. Using
transcribed conversations, real emails, plus heavy doses of
fiction, the brilliant and always innovative Sheila Heti crafts a
work that is part literary novel, part self-help manual, and part
bawdy confessional. It's a totally shameless and dynamic
exploration into the way we live now, which breathes fresh
wisdom into the eternal questions: What is the sincerest way
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to love? What kind of person should you be?
A son is tasked with an impossible decision in this poignant,
astutely observed portrait of a family in crisis from the author
of The Ice Storm While visiting his mother, Billie, who suffers
from a degenerative neurological disease that has left her
paralyzed and unable to speak, Dexter “Hex” Raitliffe learns
that his stepfather, Billie’s husband and caretaker, has left
her. Alone and incapable of living on her own, Billie makes an
unfathomable request of Hex: to assist her in committing
suicide. Perpetually indecisive, paralyzed by self-doubt, and
hindered by an unshakable stutter, Hex sets out to confront
his stepfather, only to find himself facing off against his own
struggles—with intimacy and alcoholism—along the way. Back
in the suburbs of his youth, Hex experiences the lull of
nostalgia as well as the sting of painful memories like his
father’s death as he tries to reconcile his mother’s fate and
his own wavering identity. Author Rick Moody evokes this
singular setting with stunning clarity. Profoundly tragic yet
punctuated by moments of hilarity, Purple America is a
searing gaze into one family’s fragile, chaotic heart. This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Rick Moody
including rare images from the author’s personal collection.
“Patiently, and unflinchingly, Ackerman is becoming one of
the great poet laureates of America’s tragic adventurism
across the globe.” —Pico Iyer Eden lies in a hospital bed,
unable to move or speak. His wife Mary spends every day on
the sofa in his room. We see them through the eyes of
Eden’s best friend, a fellow Marine who didn’t make it back
home—and who must relive the secrets held between all three
of them as he waits for Eden to finally, mercifully die and join
him in whatever comes after. A breathtakingly spare and
shattering novel that explores the unseen aftereffects—and
unacknowledged casualties—of war, Waiting for Eden is a
piercingly insightful, deeply felt meditation on loyalty,
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friendship, betrayal, and love. “The Tim O’Brien of our era.”
—Vogue “Devastating.” —The Wall Street Journal “Haunting. .
. . Daring.” —The Boston Globe “Heart-wrenching.” —NPR
The ingenious author of 17 Things I'm Not Allowed to Do
Anymore and a brilliant illustrator and production designer of
the Coraline movie have created a hilarious, touching picture
book perfect for young animal lovers. Like the Caldecott
Medal-winning Officer Buckle and Gloria, Sparky stars a pet
who has more to offer than meets the eye. When our narrator
orders a sloth through the mail, the creature that arrives isn't
good at tricks or hide-and-seek . . . or much of anything. Still,
there's something about Sparky that is irresistible. Winner of
the Charlotte Zolotow Award
Welcome to Pawnee: More Exciting than New York, More
Glamorous than Hollywood, Roughly the Same Size as
Bismarck, North Dakota In Pawnee, Leslie Knope (as played
by Amy Poehler on NBC's hit show Parks and Recreation)
takes readers on a hilarious tour through her hometown, the
Midwestern haven known as Pawnee, Indiana. The book
chronicles the city's colorful citizens and hopping nightlife,
and also explores some of the most hilarious events from its
crazy history -- like the time the whole town was on fire, its
ongoing raccoon infestation, and the cult that took over in the
1970s. Packed with laugh-out-loud-funny photographs,
illustrations, and commentary by the other inhabitants of
Pawnee, it's a must-read that will make you enjoy every
moment of your stay in the Greatest Town in America.
From the bestselling author of Women Talking, a
"wrenchingly honest, darkly funny novel" (Entertainment
Weekly). Elf and Yoli are sisters. While on the surface
Elfrieda's life is enviable (she's a world-renowned pianist,
glamorous, wealthy, and happily married) and Yolandi's a
mess (she's divorced and broke, with two teenagers growing
up too quickly), they are fiercely close-raised in a Mennonite
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household and sharing the hardship of Elf's desire to end her
life. After Elf's latest attempt, Yoli must quickly determine how
to keep her family from falling apart while facing a profound
question: what do you do for a loved one who truly wants to
die? All My Puny Sorrows is a deeply personal story that is as
much comedy as it is tragedy, a goodbye grin from the friend
who taught you how to live.
A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 One of The
Economist's 2011 Books of the Year One of NPR's 10 Best
Novels of 2011 Denis Johnson's Train Dreams is an epic in
miniature, one of his most evocative and poignant fictions.
Robert Grainer is a day laborer in the American West at the
start of the twentieth century—an ordinary man in
extraordinary times. Buffeted by the loss of his family, Grainer
struggles to make sense of this strange new world. As his
story unfolds, we witness both his shocking personal defeats
and the radical changes that transform America in his lifetime.
Suffused with the history and landscapes of the American
West—its otherworldly flora and fauna, its rugged loggers and
bridge builders—the new novella by the National Book Awardwinning author of Tree of Smoke captures the disappearance
of a distinctly American way of life.
Marrying the sharp insights of Jenny Offill with the dark humor
of Maria Semple, MOTHEREST is an inventive and moving
coming-of-age novel that captures the pain of fractured family
life, the heat of new love, and the particular magic of the
female friendship -- all through the lens of a fraying daughtermother bond. It's the early 1990s, and Agnes is running out of
people she can count on. A new college student, she is
caught between the broken home she leaves behind and the
wilderness of campus life. What she needs most is her
mother, who has seemingly disappeared, and her brother,
who left the family tragically a few years prior. As Agnes falls
into new romance, mines female friendships for intimacy, and
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struggles to find her footing, she writes letters to her mother,
both to conjure a closeness they never had and to try to
translate her experiences to herself. When she finds out she
is pregnant, Agnes begins to contend with what it means to
be a mother and, in some ways, what it means to be your
own mother.
The debut title in a new city-based anthology series featuring
all-new stories with speculative, sci-fi, and paranormal
themes--each using distinct neighborhood settings as a
launching pad. "A stimulating anthology of 14 futuristic L.A.
fables...Some of the best of these tales seem illumined by the
humanistic spirit of the late Ray Bradbury, poet laureate of
Southern California fantasy literature." --Wall Street Journal
"[Speculative Los Angeles] is a swath of tales that are both
wildly imaginative and emotionally grounded, speculations
that not only imagine our possible futures but illuminate the
collective anxieties of our unsettled and unsettling present."
--Los Angeles Times "Speculative Los Angeles is a thrill ride
of grand ideas and warnings. Take a place that already
defines the future of culture, add fourteen unbound minds,
and you get a collection that wows the imagination like no
other." --Michael Connelly, author of the best-selling Harry
Bosch series "The problem of buying books for others can be
solved by offering the equivalent of the literary box of
chocolates: the anthology...For Californians, or people who
just like the West Coast, there's Speculative Los Angeles,
edited by Denise Hamilton." --Washington Post,
recommended by Silvia Moreno-Garcia "14 writers explore
the fantastic in short stories that crisscross LA county, taking
readers into alternate pasts, supernatural presents and
dystopian futures...Speculative Los Angeles shows the
breadth of worlds that can be created inside Los Angeles."
--Los Angeles Daily News "The 14 narratives Hamilton has
gathered present us with a vision of Los Angeles refracted,
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grounding the fantastic in the real." --Alta Journal "14
outstanding stories of weird and uncanny happenings in the
City of Angels...Each story presents a fresh take on the magic
and strangeness of L.A. past, present, and future, and the
characters are representative of the diverse region, caught in
situations ranging from surreal to chilling. Readers should
snap this up." --Publishers Weekly, Starred review, Pick of
the Week As an incubator of the future, Los Angeles has long
mesmerized writers from Aldous Huxley to Octavia E. Butler.
With its natural disasters, Hollywood artifice, staggering
wealth and poverty, and urban sprawl, one can argue that
Los Angeles is already so weird, surreal, irrational, and
mythic that any fiction emerging from this place should be
considered speculative. So, bestselling author Denise
Hamilton commissioned fourteen stories (including one of her
own) and did exactly that. In Speculative Los Angeles, some
of the city’s most prophetic and diverse voices reimagine the
metropolis in very different ways. In these pages, you'll
encounter twenty-first-century changelings, dirigibles plying
the suburban skies, black holes and jacaranda men lurking in
deep suburbia, beachfront property in Century City, walled-off
canyons and coastlines reserved for the wealthy, psychic
death cults, robot nursemaids, and an alternate LA where
Spanish land grants never gave way to urbanization. As with
our city-based Akashic Noir Series, each story in Speculative
Los Angeles is set in a distinct neighborhood filled with local
color, landmarks, and flavor. Since the best speculative fiction
provides a wormhole into other worlds while also commenting
on our own, that is exactly what you'll find here. Featuring
brand-new stories by: Charles Yu, Aimee Bender, Lisa
Morton, Alex Espinoza, Ben H. Winters, Denise Hamilton,
Lynell George, Stephen Blackmoore, Francesca Lia Block,
Duane Swierczynski, Luis J. Rodriguez, A.G. Lombardo,
Kathleen Kaufman, and S. Qiouyi Lu.
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Money Breton, a Hollywood script doctor, finds the stresses
and challenges of modern life beginning to wreak havoc as
she struggles to cope with three ex-husbands, the I.R.S., the
problems of her grown children, and the bizarre world of
Hollywood filmdom. By the author of Oh! and An Amateur's
Guide to the Night. Reprint. 25,000 first printing.
"[Nightbitch] feels like reading a deliciously long text from
your smartest friend, with a hint of Kafka, if Kafka lived in the
age of mommy bloggers . . . Yoder writes about contemporary
anxieties with so much intelligence and charm that she can
cause you to reflect without spiraling into deep depression.
That’s a feat, these days, greater than
metamorphosis."—Glamour In this blazingly smart and
voracious debut, an artist turned stay-at-home mom becomes
convinced she's turning into a dog. One day, the mother was
a mother, but then one night, she was quite suddenly
something else... An ambitious mother puts her art career on
hold to stay at home with her newborn son, but the
experience does not match her imagination. Two years later,
she steps into the bathroom for a break from her toddler's
demands, only to discover a dense patch of hair on the back
of her neck. In the mirror, her canines suddenly look sharper
than she remembers. Her husband, who travels for work five
days a week, casually dismisses her fears from faraway hotel
rooms. As the mother's symptoms intensify, and her
temptation to give in to her new dog impulses peak, she
struggles to keep her alter-canine-identity secret. Seeking a
cure at the library, she discovers the mysterious academic
tome which becomes her bible, A Field Guide to Magical
Women: A Mythical Ethnography, and meets a group of
mommies involved in a multilevel-marketing scheme who may
also be more than what they seem. An outrageously original
novel of ideas about art, power, and womanhood wrapped in
a satirical fairy tale, Nightbitch will make you want to howl in
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laughter and recognition. And you should. You should howl
as much as you want.
When a woman goes missing on her fifth wedding
anniversary, her diary reveals hidden turmoil in her marriage,
while her husband, desperate to clear himself of suspicion,
realizes that something more disturbing than murder may
have occurred.
Grace's father believes in science and builds his daughter a
dollhouse with lights that really work. Grace's mother takes
her skinny-dipping in the lake and teaches her about African
hyena men who devour their wives in their sleep. Grace's
world, of fact and fiction, marvels and madness, is slowly
unraveling because her family is coming apart before her
eyes. Now eight-year-old Grace must choose between her
two very different, very flawed parents, a choice that will take
her on a dizzying journey, away from her home in Vermont to
the boozy, flooded streets of New Orleans--and into the
equally wondrous and frightening realm of her own
imagination. With eloquence and compassion, Jenny Offill
weaves a luminous story of a wounded family and of a young
girl yearning to understand the difference between fiction,
fact, and hope. A novel of vibrant imagination and searing
intelligence, Last Things is a stunning literary achievement.
A compact tour de force about sex, violence, and self-loathing
from a ferociously talented new voice in fiction, perfect for
fans of Sally Rooney, Rachel Cusk, Lydia Davis, and Jenny
Offill. Composed almost exclusively of conversations between
women--the stories they tell each other, and the stories they
tell themselves, about shame and love, infidelity and selfsabotage--Topics of Conversation careens through twenty
years in the life of an unnamed narrator hungry for
experience and bent on upending her life. Touching upon
desire, disgust, motherhood, loneliness, art, pain, feminism,
anger, envy, and guilt; written in language that sizzles with
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intelligence and eroticism, this novel introduces an audacious
and immensely gifted new novelist.

In a compelling anthology of entertaining and
insightful essays, a group of notable writers candidly
assesses the complex role of money in their lives
and personal relationships, in a collection that
features contributions by JIll McCorkle, Daniel
Handler, Susan Choi, Walter Kirn, Meera Nair, Henry
Alford, Jonathan Dee, and others. Reprint. 15,000
first printing.
From the author of Dept. of Speculation, a dazzling
and deadpan new novel about hope and despair,
fear and comfort as it plays out in these times of
environmental and political turbulence
Originally published: Things that helped: essays.
Melbourne, Australia: Scribe Publications. 2017.
On the dyson sphere Shenzhen, artificial
intelligences rule and humans live in luxury, vying to
be chosen as host bodies--called haruspices--for the
next generation of AI, and thus be worshiped as
gods. Doctor Orfea Leung has come here to escape
her past of mercenary violence. Krissana Khongtip
has come here to reinvent herself from haunted spy
to holy cyborg. But the utopian peace of Shenzhen is
shattered when the haruspices begin committing
suicide, and the pair are called upon to solve the
mystery--and survive the silent war between
machines . . .
A Lit Hub Best Book of 2016 • One of Electric
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Literature's Best Novels of 2016 • An Entropy Best
Book of 2016 “The duchess herself would be
delighted at her resurrection in Margaret the
First...Dutton expertly captures the pathos of a
woman whose happiness is furrowed with the
anxiety of underacknowledgment.” —Katharine
Grant, The New York Times Book Review Margaret
the First dramatizes the life of Margaret Cavendish,
the shy, gifted, and wildly unconventional
17th–century Duchess. The eccentric Margaret wrote
and published volumes of poems, philosophy,
feminist plays, and utopian science fiction at a time
when "being a writer" was not an option open to
women. As one of the Queen's attendants and the
daughter of prominent Royalists, she was exiled to
France when King Charles I was overthrown. As the
English Civil War raged on, Margaret met and
married William Cavendish, who encouraged her
writing and her desire for a career. After the War, her
work earned her both fame and infamy in England:
at the dawn of daily newspapers, she was "Mad
Madge," an original tabloid celebrity. Yet Margaret
was also the first woman to be invited to the Royal
Society of London—a mainstay of the Scientific
Revolution—and the last for another two hundred
years. Margaret the First is very much a
contemporary novel set in the past. Written with lucid
precision and sharp cuts through narrative time, it is
a gorgeous and wholly new approach to imagining
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the life of a historical woman. "In Margaret the First,
there is plenty of room for play. Dutton’s work
serves to emphasize the ambiguities of archival
proof, restoring historical narratives to what they
have perhapsalways already been: provoking and
serious fantasies,convincing reconstructions, true
fictions.”—Lucy Ives, The New Yorker “Danielle
Dutton engagingly embellishes the life of Margaret
the First, the infamousDuchess of
Newcastle–upon–Tyne.” —Vanity Fair
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