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Thucydidess Trap
About national and international power in the "modern" or Post Renaissance period.
Explains how the various powers have risen and fallen over the 5 centuries since the
formation of the "new monarchies" in W. Europe.
The United States has been the world's dominant power for more than a century. Now
many analysts believe that other countries are rising and the United States is in decline.
Is the unipolar moment over? Is America finished as a superpower? In this book,
Michael Beckley argues that the United States has unique advantages over other
nations that, if used wisely, will allow it to remain the world's sole superpower
throughout this century. We are not living in a transitional, post-Cold War era. Instead,
we are in the midst of what he calls the unipolar era—a period as singular and important
as any epoch in modern history. This era, Beckley contends, will endure because the
US has a much larger economic and military lead over its closest rival, China, than
most people think and the best prospects of any nation to amass wealth and power in
the decades ahead. Deeply researched and brilliantly argued, this book covers
hundreds of years of great power politics and develops new methods for measuring
power and predicting the rise and fall of nations. By documenting long-term trends in
the global balance of power and explaining their implications for world politics, the book
provides guidance for policymakers, businesspeople, and scholars alike.
The defining geopolitical contest of the twenty-first century is between China and the
US. But is it avoidable? And if it happens, is the outcome already inevitable? China and
America are world powers without serious rivals. They eye each other warily across the
Pacific; they communicate poorly; there seems little natural empathy. A massive
geopolitical contest has begun. America prizes freedom; China values freedom from
chaos.America values strategic decisiveness; China values patience.America is
becoming society of lasting inequality; China a meritocracy.America has abandoned
multilateralism; China welcomes it. Kishore Mahbubani, a diplomat and scholar with
unrivalled access to policymakers in Beijing and Washington, has written the definitive
guide to the deep fault lines in the relationship, a clear-eyed assessment of the risk of
any confrontation, and a bracingly honest appraisal of the strengths and weaknesses,
and superpower eccentricities, of the US and China.
As the Indo-Pacific emerges as the world’s most strategically consequential region and
competition with China intensifies, the United States must adapt its approach if it seeks
to preserve its power and sustain regional stability and prosperity. Yet as China grows
more powerful and aggressive and the United States appears increasingly unreliable,
the Indo-Pacific has become riven with uncertainty. These dynamics threaten to
undermine the region’s unprecedented peace and prosperity. U.S. Strategy in the
Asian Century offers vital perspective on the future of power dynamics in the IndoPacific, focusing on the critical roles that American allies and partners can play.
Abraham M. Denmark argues that these alliances and partnerships represent
indispensable strategic assets for the United States. They will be necessary in any
effort by Washington to compete with China, promote prosperity, and preserve a liberal
order in the Indo-Pacific. Blending academic rigor and practical policy experience,
Denmark analyzes the future of major-power competition in the region, with an eye
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toward American security interests. He details a pragmatic approach for the United
States to harness the power of its allies and partners to ensure long-term regional
stability and successfully navigate the complexities of the new era.
China and the United States are heading toward a war neither wants. The reason is
Thucydides’s Trap, a deadly pattern of structural stress that results when a rising
power challenges a ruling one. This phenomenon is as old as history itself. About the
Peloponnesian War that devastated ancient Greece, the historian Thucydides
explained: ‘It was the rise of Athens and the fear that this instilled in Sparta that made
war inevitable.’ Over the past 500 years, these conditions have occurred sixteen times.
War broke out in twelve of them. Today, as an unstoppable China approaches an
immovable America, and both Xi Jinping and Donald Trump promise to make their
countries ‘great again’, the seventeenth case looks grim. Unless China is willing to
scale back its ambitions or Washington can accept becoming number two in the Pacific,
a trade conflict, cyberattack, or accident at sea could soon escalate into all-out war. In
Destined for War, the eminent Harvard scholar Graham Allison explains why
Thucydides’s Trap is the best lens for understanding U.S.-China relations in the twentyfirst century. Through uncanny historical parallels and war scenarios, he shows how
close we are to the unthinkable. Yet, stressing that war is not inevitable, Allison also
reveals how clashing powers have kept the peace in the past — and what painful steps
the United States and China must take to avoid disaster today.
"One woman's quest to discover the truth behind her husband's death will pit her
against a new generation of cutting-edge surveillance technology and the most
dangerous conspiracy in America"-Will the twenty-first century be defined by the inevitability of conflict between China and
the USA?When Athens went to war with Sparta some 2,500 years ago, the Greek
historian Thucydides identified one simple cause- a rising power threatened to displace
a ruling one, leading inexorably to conflict. As Graham Allison explains, in the past 500
years, great powers have found themselves in 'Thucydides's Trap' sixteen times. In
twelve of the sixteen - from war between the French and the Hapsburgs in the sixteenth
century to the two world wars of the twentieth - the results have been catastrophic.
Today, the same structural forces propel China and the United States toward a
cataclysm of unseen proportions, even as both sides insist that such a war could never
occur. In Destined for War, Allison compares the U.S.-China conflict to its closest
parallel- World War I. There, a rising Germany threatened the supremacy of the British
Empire. He sketches several scenarios in which America and China might slide, against
their intent and better judgment, into a similar conflict. But he also examines the rare
instances when two clashing powers have avoided disaster, and speculates about
whether the current standoff could be one of those exceptions.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER •
NAMED ONE OF TIME’S TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE •
PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD
FINALIST • ONE OF OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP ME THROUGH” • NOW AN
HBO ORIGINAL SPECIAL EVENT Hailed by Toni Morrison as “required reading,” a
bold and personal literary exploration of America’s racial history by “the most important
essayist in a generation and a writer who changed the national political conversation
about race” (Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF
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THE DECADE BY CNN • NAMED ONE OF PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE
DECADE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New
York Times Book Review • O: The Oprah Magazine • The Washington Post • People •
Entertainment Weekly • Vogue • Los Angeles Times • San Francisco Chronicle •
Chicago Tribune • New York • Newsday • Library Journal • Publishers Weekly In a
profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals
to the most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful
new framework for understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. Americans
have built an empire on the idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls
most heavily on the bodies of black women and men—bodies exploited through slavery
and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all proportion.
What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it? And how can we all
honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden? Between
the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter
to his adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his
awakening to the truth about his place in the world through a series of revelatory
experiences, from Howard University to Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of
Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers whose
children’s lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal
narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the
World and Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a
transcendent vision for a way forward.
A special fiftieth anniversary edition of Kurt Vonnegut’s masterpiece, “a desperate,
painfully honest attempt to confront the monstrous crimes of the twentieth century”
(Time), featuring a new introduction by Kevin Powers, author of the National Book
Award finalist The Yellow Birds Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best
novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world’s great
antiwar books. Centering on the infamous World War II firebombing of Dresden, the
novel is the result of what Kurt Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year struggle to
write a book about what he had witnessed as an American prisoner of war. It combines
historical fiction, science fiction, autobiography, and satire in an account of the life of
Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned alien abductee. As
Vonnegut had, Billy experiences the destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike
Vonnegut, he experiences time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An instant
bestseller, Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero in American literature,
a reputation that only strengthened over time, despite his being banned and censored
by some libraries and schools for content and language. But it was precisely those
elements of Vonnegut’s writing—the political edginess, the genre-bending
inventiveness, the frank violence, the transgressive wit—that have inspired generations
of readers not just to look differently at the world around them but to find the confidence
to say something about it. Authors as wide-ranging as Norman Mailer, John Irving,
Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret Atwood, Elizabeth Strout, David Sedaris,
Jennifer Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in Vonnegut’s words.
Jonathan Safran Foer has described Vonnegut as “the kind of writer who made
people—young people especially—want to write.” George Saunders has declared
Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent, passionate American writer of our century, who
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offers us . . . a model of the kind of compassionate thinking that might yet save us from
ourselves.” Fifty years after its initial publication at the height of the Vietnam War,
Vonnegut's portrayal of political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar anxiety feels as
relevant, darkly humorous, and profoundly affecting as ever, an enduring beacon
through our own era’s uncertainties. “Poignant and hilarious, threaded with
compassion and, behind everything, the cataract of a thundering moral
statement.”—The Boston Globe
Grand strategist and founder of modern Singapore offers key insights and controversial
opinions on globalization, geopolitics, economic growth, and democracy. When Lee
Kuan Yew speaks, presidents, prime ministers, diplomats, and CEOs listen. Lee, the
founding father of modern Singapore and its prime minister from 1959 to 1990, has
honed his wisdom during more than fifty years on the world stage. Almost singlehandedly responsible for transforming Singapore into a Western-style economic
success, he offers a unique perspective on the geopolitics of East and West. American
presidents from Richard Nixon to Barack Obama have welcomed him to the White
House; British prime ministers from Margaret Thatcher to Tony Blair have recognized
his wisdom; and business leaders from Rupert Murdoch to Rex Tillerson, CEO of Exxon
Mobil, have praised his accomplishments. This book gathers key insights from
interviews, speeches, and Lee's voluminous published writings and presents them in an
engaging question and answer format. Lee offers his assessment of China's future,
asserting, among other things, that “China will want to share this century as co-equals
with the U.S.” He affirms the United States' position as the world's sole superpower but
expresses dismay at the vagaries of its political system. He offers strategic advice for
dealing with China and goes on to discuss India's future, Islamic terrorism, economic
growth, geopolitics and globalization, and democracy. Lee does not pull his punches,
offering his unvarnished opinions on multiculturalism, the welfare state, education, and
the free market. This little book belongs on the reading list of every world leader.
China and the United States are heading toward a war neither wants. The reason is
Thucydides' Trap, a deadly pattern of structural stress that results when a rising power
challenges a ruling one. This phenomenon is as old as history itself. About the
Peloponnesian War that devastated ancient Greece, the historian Thucydides
explained- 'It was the rise of Athens and the fear that this instilled in Sparta that made
war inevitable.' Over the past 500 years, these conditions have occurred sixteen times.
War broke out in twelve of them. Today, as an unstoppable China approaches an
immovable America, and both Xi Jinping and Donald Trump promise to make their
countries 'great again', the seventeenth case looks grim. Unless China is willing to
scale back its ambitions or Washington can accept becoming number two in the Pacific,
a trade conflict, cyberattack, or accident at sea could soon escalate into all-out war. In
Destined for War, the eminent Harvard scholar Graham Allison explains why
Thucydides' Trap is the best lens for understanding U.S.-China relations in the twentyfirst century. Through uncanny historical parallels and war scenarios, he shows how
close we are to the unthinkable. Yet, stressing that war is not inevitable, Allison also
reveals how clashing powers have kept the peace in the past - and what painful steps
the United States and China must take to avoid disaster today.
Two brothers--Chuck and Tom Hagel--who went to war in Vietnam, fought in the same
unit, and saved each other's life. They disagreed about the war, but they fought it
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together. 1968. America was divided. Flag-draped caskets came home by the
thousands. Riots ravaged our cities. Assassins shot our political leaders. Black fought
white, young fought old, fathers fought sons. And it was the year that two brothers from
Nebraska went to war. In Vietnam, Chuck and Tom Hagel served side by side in the
same rifle platoon. Together they fought in the Mekong Delta, battled snipers in Saigon,
chased the enemy through the jungle, and each saved the other's life under fire. But
when their one-year tour was over, these two brothers came home side-by-side but no
longer in step--one supporting the war, the other hating it. Former Secretary of Defense
Chuck Hagel and his brother Tom epitomized the best, and withstood the worst, of the
most tumultuous, shocking, and consequential year in the last half-century. Following
the brothers' paths from the prairie heartland through a war on the far side of the world
and back to a divided America, Our Year of War tells the story of two brothers at war--a
gritty, poignant, and resonant story of a family and a nation divided yet still united.
Success in war ultimately depends on the consolidation of political order. Nadia
Schadlow argues that the steps needed to consolidate a new political order are not
separate from war. They are instead an essential component of war and victory. The
challenge of governance operations did not start with the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The US Army’s involvement in the political and economic reconstruction of states has
been central to all its armed conflicts from large-scale conventional wars to so-called
irregular or counterinsurgency wars. Yet, US policymakers and military leaders have
failed to institutionalize lessons on how to consolidate combat gains into desired
political outcomes. War and the Art of Governance examines fifteen historical cases of
US Army military interventions, from the Mexican War through the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Improving future outcomes will require US policymakers and military
leaders to accept that plans, timelines, and resources must be shaped to reflect this
reality before they intervene in a conflict, not after things go wrong. Schadlow provides
clear lessons for students and scholars of security studies and military history, as well
as for policymakers and the military personnel who will be involved in the next foreign
intervention.
China expert Robert Spalding reveals the shocking success China has had infiltrating
American institutions and compromising our national security. The media often suggest
that Russia poses the greatest threat to America's national security, but the real danger
lies farther east. While those in power have been distracted and disorderly, China has
waged a six-front war on America's economy, military, diplomacy, technology,
education, and infrastructure--and they're winning. It's almost too late to undo the
shocking, though nearly invisible, victories of the Chinese. In Stealth War, retired Air
Force Brigadier General Robert Spalding reveals China's motives and secret attacks on
the West. Chronicling how our leaders have failed to protect us over recent decades, he
provides shocking evidence of some of China's most brilliant ploys, including: • Placing
Confucius Institutes in universities across the United States that serve to monitor and
control Chinese students on campus and spread communist narratives to unsuspecting
American students. • Offering enormous sums to American experts who create
investment funds that funnel technology to China. • Signing a thirty-year agreement
with the US that allows China to share peaceful nuclear technology, ensuring that they
have access to American nuclear know-how. Spalding's concern isn't merely that
America could lose its position on the world stage. More urgently, the Chinese
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Communist Party has a fundamental loathing of the legal protections America grants its
people and seeks to create a world without those rights. Despite all the damage done
so far, Spalding shows how it's still possible for the U.S. and the rest of the free world to
combat--and win--China's stealth war.
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY FINANCIAL TIMES From
Robert D. Kaplan, named one of the world’s Top 100 Global Thinkers by Foreign
Policy magazine, comes a penetrating look at the volatile region that will dominate the
future of geopolitical conflict. Over the last decade, the center of world power has been
quietly shifting from Europe to Asia. With oil reserves of several billion barrels, an
estimated nine hundred trillion cubic feet of natural gas, and several centuries’ worth of
competing territorial claims, the South China Sea in particular is a simmering pot of
potential conflict. The underreported military buildup in the area where the Western
Pacific meets the Indian Ocean means that it will likely be a hinge point for global war
and peace for the foreseeable future. In Asia’s Cauldron, Robert D. Kaplan offers up a
vivid snapshot of the nations surrounding the South China Sea, the conflicts brewing in
the region at the dawn of the twenty-first century, and their implications for global peace
and stability. One of the world’s most perceptive foreign policy experts, Kaplan
interprets America’s interests in Asia in the context of an increasingly assertive China.
He explains how the region’s unique geography fosters the growth of navies but also
impedes aggression. And he draws a striking parallel between China’s quest for
hegemony in the South China Sea and the United States’ imperial adventure in the
Caribbean more than a century ago. To understand the future of conflict in East Asia,
Kaplan argues, one must understand the goals and motivations of its leaders and its
people. Part travelogue, part geopolitical primer, Asia’s Cauldron takes us on a journey
through the region’s boom cities and ramshackle slums: from Vietnam, where the
superfueled capitalism of the erstwhile colonial capital, Saigon, inspires the
geostrategic pretensions of the official seat of government in Hanoi, to Malaysia, where
a unique mix of authoritarian Islam and Western-style consumerism creates quite
possibly the ultimate postmodern society; and from Singapore, whose “benevolent
autocracy” helped foster an economic miracle, to the Philippines, where a different
brand of authoritarianism under Ferdinand Marcos led not to economic growth but to
decades of corruption and crime. At a time when every day’s news seems to contain
some new story—large or small—that directly relates to conflicts over the South China
Sea, Asia’s Cauldron is an indispensable guide to a corner of the globe that will affect
all of our lives for years to come. Praise for Asia’s Cauldron “Asia’s Cauldron is a
short book with a powerful thesis, and it stands out for its clarity and good sense. . . . If
you are doing business in China, traveling in Southeast Asia or just obsessing about
geopolitics, you will want to read it.”—The New York Times Book Review “Kaplan has
established himself as one of our most consequential geopolitical thinkers. . . . [Asia’s
Cauldron] is part treatise on geopolitics, part travel narrative. Indeed, he writes in the
tradition of the great travel writers.”—The Weekly Standard “Kaplan’s fascinating book
is a welcome challenge to the pessimists who see only trouble in China’s rise and the
hawks who view it as malign.”—The Economist “Muscular, deeply knowledgeable . . .
Kaplan is an ultra-realist [who] takes a non-moralistic stance on questions of power and
diplomacy.”—Financial Times
"A Council on Foreign Relations Book"--Title page.
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The Peloponnesian War (431–404 BCE) ostensibly arose because of the fear
that a rising Athens would threaten Sparta’s power in the Mediterranean. The
idea of Thucydides’ Trap warns that all rising powers threaten established
powers. As China increases its power relative to the United States, the theory
argues, the two nations are inevitably set on a collision course toward war. How
enlightening is an analogy based on the ancient Greek world of 2,500 years ago
for understanding contemporary international relations? How accurate is the
depiction of the history of other large armed conflicts, such as the two world wars,
as a challenge mounted by a rising power to displace an incumbent
hegemon?Thucydides’s Trap?: Historical Interpretation, Logic of Inquiry, and the
Future of Sino-American Relations offers a critique of the claims of Thucydides’s
Trap and power-transition theory. It examines past instances of peaceful
accommodation to uncover lessons that can ease the frictions in ongoing SinoAmerican relations.
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR | SHORT-LISTED FOR
THE 2018 LIONEL GELBER PRIZE | NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR
BY: FINANCIAL TIMES * THE TIMES (LONDON) * AMAZON “Allison is one of
the keenest observers of international affairs around.”— JOE BIDEN, former vice
president of the United States China and the United States are heading toward a
war neither wants. The reason is Thucydides’s Trap: when a rising power
threatens to displace a ruling one, violence is the likeliest result. Over the past
five hundred years, these conditions have occurred sixteen times; war broke out
in twelve. Today, as an unstoppable China approaches an immovable America,
and both Xi Jinping and Donald Trump promise to make their countries “great
again,” the seventeenth case looks grim. A trade conflict, cyberattack, Korean
crisis, or accident at sea could easily spark a major war. In Destined for War,
eminent Harvard scholar Graham Allison masterfully blends history and current
events to explain the timeless machinery of Thucydides’s Trap—and to explore
the painful steps that might prevent disaster today. “[A] must-read book in both
Washington and Beijing.”— NIALL FERGUSON, BOSTON GLOBE “[Allison is] a
first-class academic with the instincts of a first-rate politician.”— BLOOMBERG
NEWS “[Full of] wide-ranging, erudite case studies that span human history . . .
[A] fine book.”— NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW
In this bold new perspective on the United States–China power transition, Paul K.
MacDonald and Joseph M. Parent examine all great power transitions since
1870. They find that declining and rising powers have strong incentives to
moderate their behavior at moments when the hierarchy of great powers is
shifting. How do great powers respond to decline? they ask. What options do
great powers have to slow or reverse their descent? In Twilight of the Titans,
MacDonald and Parent challenge claims that policymakers for great powers,
unwilling to manage decline through moderation, will be pushed to extreme
measures. Tough talk, intimidation, provocation, and preventive war, they write,
are not the only alternatives to defeat. Surprisingly, retrenchment tends not to
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make declining states tempting prey for other states nor does it promote
domestic dysfunction. What retrenchment does encourage is resurrection. Only
states that retrench have recovered their former position. MacDonald and Parent
show how declining states tend to behave, what policy options they have to
choose from, how rising states respond to decline, and what conditions reward
which strategies. Using case studies that include Great Britain in 1872 and 1908,
Russia in 1888 and 1903, and France in 1893 and 1924, Twilight of the Titans
offers clear evidence that declining powers have a wide array of options at their
disposal and offers guidance on how to use the right tools at the right time. The
result is a comprehensive rethinking of power transition and hegemonic war
theories and a different approach to the policy problems that declining states
face. What matters most, the authors write, is the strategic choices made by the
great powers.
Three years before the September 11 bombing of the World Trade Center-a
Chinese military manual called Unrestricted Warfare touted such an attacksuggesting it would be difficult for the U.S. military to cope with. The events of
September ll were not a random act perpetrated by independent agents. The
doctrine of total war outlined in Unrestricted Warfare clearly demonstrates that
the People's Republic of China is preparing to confront the United States and our
allies by conducting "asymmetrical" or multidimensional attack on almost every
aspect of our social, economic and political life.
This provocative challenge to US policy and strategy maintains that America
endures endless wars because its leaders no longer know how to think about
war.
"A strong antidote to the growing sinophobia in the U.S."--Wall Street Journal
Destined for WarCan America and China Escape Thucydides's Trap?Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt
This New York Times and Wall Street Journal bestseller shows us that
America’s political system isn’t broken. The truth is scarier: it’s working exactly
as designed. In this “superbly researched” (The Washington Post) and timely
book, journalist Ezra Klein reveals how that system is polarizing us—and how we
are polarizing it—with disastrous results. “The American political system—which
includes everyone from voters to journalists to the president—is full of rational
actors making rational decisions given the incentives they face,” writes political
analyst Ezra Klein. “We are a collection of functional parts whose efforts combine
into a dysfunctional whole.” “A thoughtful, clear and persuasive analysis” (The
New York Times Book Review), Why We’re Polarized reveals the structural and
psychological forces behind America’s descent into division and dysfunction.
Neither a polemic nor a lament, this book offers a clear framework for
understanding everything from Trump’s rise to the Democratic Party’s leftward
shift to the politicization of everyday culture. America is polarized, first and
foremost, by identity. Everyone engaged in American politics is engaged, at
some level, in identity politics. Over the past fifty years in America, our partisan
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identities have merged with our racial, religious, geographic, ideological, and
cultural identities. These merged identities have attained a weight that is breaking
much in our politics and tearing at the bonds that hold this country together. Klein
shows how and why American politics polarized around identity in the 20th
century, and what that polarization did to the way we see the world and one
another. And he traces the feedback loops between polarized political identities
and polarized political institutions that are driving our system toward crisis. “Well
worth reading” (New York magazine), this is an “eye-opening” (O, The Oprah
Magazine) book that will change how you look at politics—and perhaps at
yourself.
**NAMED NPR "BEST BOOKS OF 2017""** From the winner of the 2016 Orwell Prize
and the European Press Prize for Commentator of the Year, a provocative analysis of
how a new era of global instability has begun, as the flow of wealth and power turns
from West to East. Easternization is the defining trend of our age — the growing wealth
of Asian nations is transforming the international balance of power. This shift to the
East is shaping the lives of people all over the world, the fate of nations, and the great
questions of war and peace. A troubled but rising China is now challenging America’s
supremacy, and the ambitions of other Asian powers — including Japan, North Korea,
India, and Pakistan — have the potential to shake the whole world. Meanwhile the West
is struggling with economic malaise and political populism, the Arab world is in turmoil,
and Russia longs to reclaim its status as a great power. As it becomes clear that the
West’s historic power and influence is receding, Gideon Rachman offers a road map to
the turbulent process that will define the international politics of the twenty-first century.
A new history explains how and why, as it prepared to enter World War II, the United
States decided to lead the postwar world. For most of its history, the United States
avoided making political and military commitments that would entangle it in Europeanstyle power politics. Then, suddenly, it conceived a new role for itself as the world’s
armed superpower—and never looked back. In Tomorrow, the World, Stephen Wertheim
traces America’s transformation to the crucible of World War II, especially in the
months prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor. As the Nazis conquered France, the
architects of the nation’s new foreign policy came to believe that the United States
ought to achieve primacy in international affairs forevermore. Scholars have struggled
to explain the decision to pursue global supremacy. Some deny that American elites
made a willing choice, casting the United States as a reluctant power that sloughed off
“isolationism” only after all potential competitors lay in ruins. Others contend that the
United States had always coveted global dominance and realized its ambition at the
first opportunity. Both views are wrong. As late as 1940, the small coterie of officials
and experts who composed the U.S. foreign policy class either wanted British
preeminence in global affairs to continue or hoped that no power would dominate. The
war, however, swept away their assumptions, leading them to conclude that the United
States should extend its form of law and order across the globe and back it at gunpoint.
Wertheim argues that no one favored “isolationism”—a term introduced by advocates of
armed supremacy in order to turn their own cause into the definition of a new
“internationalism.” We now live, Wertheim warns, in the world that these men created.
A sophisticated and impassioned narrative that questions the wisdom of U.S.
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supremacy, Tomorrow, the World reveals the intellectual path that brought us to
today’s global entanglements and endless wars.
"From the former New York Times Asia correspondent and author of China's Second
Continent, an incisive investigation of China's ideological development as it becomes
an ever more aggressive player in regional and global diplomacy." / Verlagsinformation
Experts consider how the lessons of World War I can help prevent U.S.–China conflict.
A century ago, Europe's diplomats mismanaged the crisis triggered by the murder of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria and the continent plunged into World War I, which
killed millions, toppled dynasties, and destroyed empires. Today, as the hundredth
anniversary of the Great War prompts renewed debate about the war's causes,
scholars and policy experts are also considering the parallels between the present
international system and the world of 1914. Are China and the United States fated to
follow in the footsteps of previous great power rivals? Will today's alliances drag
countries into tomorrow's wars? Can leaders manage power relationships peacefully?
Or will East Asia's territorial and maritime disputes trigger a larger conflict, just as
rivalries in the Balkans did in 1914? In The Next Great War?, experts reconsider the
causes of World War I and explore whether the great powers of the twenty-first century
can avoid the mistakes of Europe's statesmen in 1914 and prevent another
catastrophic conflict. They find differences as well as similarities between today's world
and the world of 1914—but conclude that only a deep understanding of those
differences and early action to bring great powers together will likely enable the United
States and China to avoid a great war. Contributors Alan Alexandroff, Graham Allison,
Richard N. Cooper, Charles S. Maier, Steven E. Miller, Joseph S. Nye Jr., T. G. Otte,
David K. Richards, Richard N. Rosecrance, Kevin Rudd, Jack Snyder, Etel Solingen,
Arthur A. Stein, Stephen Van Evera
One of the U.S. government's leading China experts reveals the hidden strategy fueling
that country's rise – and how Americans have been seduced into helping China
overtake us as the world's leading superpower. For more than forty years, the United
States has played an indispensable role helping the Chinese government build a
booming economy, develop its scientific and military capabilities, and take its place on
the world stage, in the belief that China's rise will bring us cooperation, diplomacy, and
free trade. But what if the "China Dream" is to replace us, just as America replaced the
British Empire, without firing a shot? Based on interviews with Chinese defectors and
newly declassified, previously undisclosed national security documents, The HundredYear Marathon reveals China's secret strategy to supplant the United States as the
world's dominant power, and to do so by 2049, the one-hundredth anniversary of the
founding of the People's Republic. Michael Pillsbury, a fluent Mandarin speaker who
has served in senior national security positions in the U.S. government since the days
of Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger, draws on his decades of contact with the
"hawks" in China's military and intelligence agencies and translates their documents,
speeches, and books to show how the teachings of traditional Chinese statecraft
underpin their actions. He offers an inside look at how the Chinese really view America
and its leaders – as barbarians who will be the architects of their own demise. Pillsbury
also explains how the U.S. government has helped – sometimes unwittingly and
sometimes deliberately – to make this "China Dream" come true, and he calls for the
United States to implement a new, more competitive strategy toward China as it really
Page 10/16

Download Ebook Destined For War Can America And China Escape
Thucydidess Trap
is, and not as we might wish it to be. The Hundred-Year Marathon is a wake-up call as
we face the greatest national security challenge of the twenty-first century.
Half a millennium of European warfare brilliantly retold by masterly historian Brendan
Simms At the heart of Europe's history lies a puzzle. In most of the world humankind
has created enormous political frameworks, whether ancient (such as China) or modern
(such as the United States). Sprawling empires, kingdoms or republics appear to be the
norm. By contrast Europe has remained stubbornly chaotic and fractured into often
amazingly tiny pieces, with each serious attempt to unify the continent (by Charles V,
Napoleon and Hitler) thwarted. In this marvelously ambitious and exciting new book,
Brendan Simms tells the story of Europe's constantly shifting geopolitics and the
peculiar circumstances that have made it both so impossible to dominate, but also so
dynamic and ferocious. It is the story of a group of highly competitive and mutually
suspicious dynasties, but also of a continent uniquely prone to interference from 'semidetached' elements, such as Russia, the Ottoman Empire, Britain and (just as centrally
to Simms' argument) the United States. Europe: The Struggle for Supremacy will
become the standard work on this crucial subject - and an extremely enjoyable one.
Reviews: 'This is a brilliant and beautifully written history. From the Holy Roman Empire
to the Euro, Brendan Simms shows that one of the constant preoccupations of
Europeans has always been the geography, the power and the needs of Germany.
Europe is a work of extraordinary scholarship delivered with the lightest of touches. It
will be essential, absorbing reading for anyone trying to understand both the past and
the present of one of the most productive and most dangerous continents on earth'
William Shawcross 'World history is German history, and German history is world
history.This is the powerful case made by this gifted historian of Europe, whose
expansive erudition revives the proud tradition of the history of geopolitics, and whose
immanent moral sensibility reminds us that human choices made in Berlin (and London)
today about the future of Europe might be decisive for the future of the world' Timothy
Snyder (author of Bloodlands) About the author: Brendan Simms is Professor of the
History of International Relations at the University of Cambridge. His major books
include Unfinest Hour: Britain and the Destruction of Bosnia (shortlisted for the Samuel
Johnson Prize) and Three Victories and a Defeat: The Rise and Fall of the First British
Empire.
Georgii Samoilovich Isserson (1898–1976) was one of the most prescient and prolific
authors on military art in the years preceding World War II. His theories greatly
influenced the Red Army’s conduct of operations and were instrumental in achieving
victory over Germany. This book gathers together for the first time English translations
of Isserson’s most influential works, including some that are still classified. His writings
on the preparation and conduct of the deep offensive operation—the deployment of
tanks, mechanized infantry, air power and airborne troops to penetrate deeply
echeloned defenses—also serve as a primer on how to construct a position to defeat
such an attack. His well argued defense of the deep operation based on an
examination of recent wars and his reminiscences about the people and events that
shaped Soviet military theory in the 1930s are included.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A second American Civil War, a devastating plague, and
one family caught deep in the middle—this gripping debut novel asks what might happen
if America were to turn its most devastating policies and deadly weapons upon itself.
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From the author of What Strange Paradise "Powerful ... as haunting a postapocalyptic
universe as Cormac McCarthy [created] in The Road." —The New York Times Sarat
Chestnut, born in Louisiana, is only six when the Second American Civil War breaks out
in 2074. But even she knows that oil is outlawed, that Louisiana is half underwater, and
that unmanned drones fill the sky. When her father is killed and her family is forced into
Camp Patience for displaced persons, she begins to grow up shaped by her particular
time and place. But not everyone at Camp Patience is who they claim to be. Eventually
Sarat is befriended by a mysterious functionary, under whose influence she is turned
into a deadly instrument of war. The decisions that she makes will have tremendous
consequences not just for Sarat but for her family and her country, rippling through
generations of strangers and kin alike.

The relation between China and the United States is arguably the most important
bilateral relation in the world today. The U.S. and China are respectively the
largest and the second largest economies in the world. They are also
respectively the largest and the second largest trading nations in the world as
well as each other’s most important trading partner. If China and the U.S. work
together as partners towards a common goal, many things are possible.
However, there exist significant friction and potential conflict in their economic
relations. The large and persistent U.S.-China bilateral trade deficit is one of the
problems. It is essential to know the true state of the China-U.S. trade balance
before effective solutions can be devised to narrow the trade surplus or deficit.
The impacts and potential impacts of the 2018 trade war between China and the
U.S. on the two economies are analysed and discussed. The longterm forces that
underlie the economic relations between the two countries beyond the 2018 trade
war are examined. In this connection, how a “new type of major-power relation”
between the two countries can help to keep the competition friendly and avert a
war between them is explored. ~~~~~~~~ Lawrence J. Lau’s timely The ChinaU.S. Trade War and Future Economic Relations is full of careful analysis,
penetrating insight and helpful suggestions from the world’s preeminent
economist on this relationship. —Michael J. Boskin Tully M. Friedman Professor of
Economics, Stanford University Former Chair, U.S. President’s Council of
Economic Advisers This sober and systematic study of U.S.-China trade relations
and of technological development in the two countries is particularly timely.
Lawrence Lau is one of the world’s foremost economists working on these
issues. —Dwight H. Perkins Harold Hitchings Burbank Professor of Political
Economy, Emeritus Former Chair, Department of Economics, Harvard University
This is a timely and penetrating analysis of the China-U.S. trade and economic
relations, from its origins to its impacts and to a way forward. —Yingyi Qian
Chairman of the Council, Westlake University Former Dean, School of
Economics and Management, Tsinghua University Counsellor of the State
Council, People’s Republic of China Lawrence Lau’s book on the current
U.S.-China trade war is insightful, balanced and comprehensive; rich in data on
trade, investment, science and technology. It is essential reading for anyone who
wants to get past the headlines. —A. Michael Spence Nobel Laureate in Economic
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Sciences (2001) Senior Fellow, The Hoover Institution, Stanford University
Lawrence Lau brings light in the form of rigorous honest fact-based economic
analysis to a subject where most of the discussion has been heated bluster, false
claims, and political rhetoric. —Lawrence H. Summers Former U.S. Secretary of
the Treasury; Former President, Harvard University There is no topic more
important, or more timely, or more urgent, than the China-U.S. trade war.
Professor Lau is the ideal person to write about the implications of the China-U.S.
trade war and the proposed resolution. —Tung Chee-Hwa Vice-Chairman,
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference National Committee
Chairman, China-U.S. Exchange Foundation The history of Sino-American
relations, to a great extent, has been a shared history. Lawrence Lau’s timely
and penetrating study will tell us it is still in best interest for both countries if they
continue to pursue a shared journey and destination instead of parting ways. —Xu
Guoqi Kerry Group Professor in Globalization History, The University of Hong
Kong Author of Chinese and Americans: A Shared History This beautifully
composed book uses nontechnical language to unravel the intricacies of the
2018 U.S.-China trade war, together with its long-term impact. I learned a lot from
reading it. —Chen-Ning Yang Nobel Laureate in Physics (1957)
Is the process of state building a unilateral, national venture, or is it something
more collaborative, taking place in the interstices between adjoining countries?
To answer this question, Asymmetrical Neighbors takes a comparative look at
the state building process along China, Myanmar, and Thailand's common
borderland area. It shows that the variations in state building among these
neighboring countries are the result of an interactive process that occurs across
national boundaries. Departing from existing approaches that look at such
processes from the angle of singular, bounded territorial states, the book argues
that a more fruitful method is to examine how state and nation building in one
country can influence, and be influenced by, the same processes across borders.
It argues that the success or failure of one country's state building is a process
that extends beyond domestic factors such as war preparation, political
institutions, and geographic and demographic variables. Rather, it shows that we
should conceptualize state building as an interactive process heavily influenced
by a "neighborhood effect." Furthermore, the book moves beyond the academic
boundaries that divide arbitrarily China studies and Southeast Asian studies by
providing an analysis that ties the state and nation building processes in China
with those of Southeast Asia.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER USA TODAY BESTSELLER NATIONAL
INDIE BESTSELLER THE WASHINGTON POST BESTSELLER Recommended
by Entertainment Weekly, Real Simple, NPR, Slate, and Oprah Magazine #1
Library Reads Pick—October 2020 #1 Indie Next Pick—October 2020 BOOK OF
THE YEAR (2020) FINALIST—Book of The Month Club A “Best Of” Book From:
Oprah Mag * CNN * Amazon * Amazon Editors * NPR * Goodreads * Bustle *
PopSugar * BuzzFeed * Barnes & Noble * Kirkus Reviews * Lambda Literary *
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Nerdette * The Nerd Daily * Polygon * Library Reads * io9 * Smart Bitches Trashy
Books * LiteraryHub * Medium * BookBub * The Mary Sue * Chicago Tribune *
NY Daily News * SyFy Wire * Powells.com * Bookish * Book Riot * Library Reads
Voter Favorite * In the vein of The Time Traveler’s Wife and Life After Life, The
Invisible Life of Addie LaRue is New York Times bestselling author V. E.
Schwab’s genre-defying tour de force. A Life No One Will Remember. A Story
You Will Never Forget. France, 1714: in a moment of desperation, a young
woman makes a Faustian bargain to live forever—and is cursed to be forgotten by
everyone she meets. Thus begins the extraordinary life of Addie LaRue, and a
dazzling adventure that will play out across centuries and continents, across
history and art, as a young woman learns how far she will go to leave her mark
on the world. But everything changes when, after nearly 300 years, Addie
stumbles across a young man in a hidden bookstore and he remembers her
name. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
"A valuable primer on foreign policy: a primer that concerned citizens of all
political persuasions—not to mention the president and his advisers—could benefit
from reading." —The New York Times An examination of a world increasingly
defined by disorder and a United States unable to shape the world in its image,
from the president of the Council on Foreign Relations Things fall apart; the
center cannot hold. The rules, policies, and institutions that have guided the
world since World War II have largely run their course. Respect for sovereignty
alone cannot uphold order in an age defined by global challenges from terrorism
and the spread of nuclear weapons to climate change and cyberspace.
Meanwhile, great power rivalry is returning. Weak states pose problems just as
confounding as strong ones. The United States remains the world’s strongest
country, but American foreign policy has at times made matters worse, both by
what the U.S. has done and by what it has failed to do. The Middle East is in
chaos, Asia is threatened by China’s rise and a reckless North Korea, and
Europe, for decades the world’s most stable region, is now anything but. As
Richard Haass explains, the election of Donald Trump and the unexpected vote
for “Brexit” signals that many in modern democracies reject important aspects of
globalization, including borders open to trade and immigrants. In A World in
Disarray, Haass argues for an updated global operating system—call it world
order 2.0—that reflects the reality that power is widely distributed and that borders
count for less. One critical element of this adjustment will be adopting a new
approach to sovereignty, one that embraces its obligations and responsibilities as
well as its rights and protections. Haass also details how the U.S. should act
towards China and Russia, as well as in Asia, Europe, and the Middle East. He
suggests, too, what the country should do to address its dysfunctional politics,
mounting debt, and the lack of agreement on the nature of its relationship with
the world. A World in Disarray is a wise examination, one rich in history, of the
current world, along with how we got here and what needs doing. Haass shows
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that the world cannot have stability or prosperity without the United States, but
that the United States cannot be a force for global stability and prosperity without
its politicians and citizens reaching a new understanding.
New York Times Bestseller In the most ambitious one-volume American history
in decades, award-winning historian and New Yorker writer Jill Lepore offers a
magisterial account of the origins and rise of a divided nation, an urgently needed
reckoning with the beauty and tragedy of American history. Written in elegiac
prose, Lepore’s groundbreaking investigation places truth itself—a devotion to
facts, proof, and evidence—at the center of the nation’s history. The American
experiment rests on three ideas—"these truths," Jefferson called them—political
equality, natural rights, and the sovereignty of the people. And it rests, too, on a
fearless dedication to inquiry, Lepore argues, because self-government depends
on it. But has the nation, and democracy itself, delivered on that promise? These
Truths tells this uniquely American story, beginning in 1492, asking whether the
course of events over more than five centuries has proven the nation’s truths, or
belied them. To answer that question, Lepore traces the intertwined histories of
American politics, law, journalism, and technology, from the colonial town
meeting to the nineteenth-century party machine, from talk radio to twenty-firstcentury Internet polls, from Magna Carta to the Patriot Act, from the printing
press to Facebook News. Along the way, Lepore’s sovereign chronicle is filled
with arresting sketches of both well-known and lesser-known Americans, from a
parade of presidents and a rogues’ gallery of political mischief makers to the
intrepid leaders of protest movements, including Frederick Douglass, the famed
abolitionist orator; William Jennings Bryan, the three-time presidential candidate
and ultimately tragic populist; Pauli Murray, the visionary civil rights strategist;
and Phyllis Schlafly, the uncredited architect of modern conservatism. Americans
are descended from slaves and slave owners, from conquerors and the
conquered, from immigrants and from people who have fought to end
immigration. "A nation born in contradiction will fight forever over the meaning of
its history," Lepore writes, but engaging in that struggle by studying the past is
part of the work of citizenship. "The past is an inheritance, a gift and a burden,"
These Truths observes. "It can’t be shirked. There’s nothing for it but to get to
know it."
Predicts that a catastrophic nuclear attack is likely to occur within the next
decade if policy makers continue present tactics, and states that such an attack
is preventable, offering recommendations for addressing national vulnerabilities.
Destined for War: Can America and China Escape Thucydides's Trap? by
Graham Allison: Conversation Starters China has arrived as a superpower and
America seems to have a hard time grasping this reality. The US and China have
to learn the skill to make adjustments to this global power shift. The law of
Thucydides's Trap says that "when a rising power threatens to displace a ruling
one, violence is the likeliest result." History shows that this situation has
happened sixteen times and twelve of these led to war. China cannot be stopped
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anymore while America refuses to budge. Destined for War is cited by the New
York Times as Notable Book of the Year. It is included in the 2018 Lionel Gelber
Prize shortlist. It is also named by The Financial Times (London) as Best Book of
the Year. A Brief Look Inside: EVERY GOOD BOOK CONTAINS A WORLD FAR
DEEPER than the surface of its pages. The characters and their world come
alive, and the characters and its world still live on. Conversation Starters is
peppered with questions designed to bring us beneath the surface of the page
and invite us into the world that lives on. These questions can be used to create
hours of conversation: - Foster a deeper understanding of the book - Promote an
atmosphere of discussion for groups - Assist in the study of the book, either
individually or corporately - Explore unseen realms of the book as never seen
before Disclaimer: This book you are about to enjoy is an independent resource
to supplement the original book, enhancing your experience. If you have not yet
purchased a copy of the original book, please do before purchasing this unofficial
Conversation Starters. (c) Copyright 2019 Download your copy now on sale
Read it on your PC, Mac, iOS or Android smartphone, tablet devices.
Winner of the Barbara and David Zalaznick Book Prize in American History
Winner of the Excellence in American History Book Award Winner of the
Fraunces Tavern Museum Book Award From the bestselling author of the
Liberation Trilogy comes the extraordinary first volume of his new trilogy about
the American Revolution Rick Atkinson, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning An
Army at Dawn and two other superb books about World War II, has long been
admired for his deeply researched, stunningly vivid narrative histories. Now he
turns his attention to a new war, and in the initial volume of the Revolution Trilogy
he recounts the first twenty-one months of America’s violent war for
independence. From the battles at Lexington and Concord in spring 1775 to
those at Trenton and Princeton in winter 1777, American militiamen and then the
ragged Continental Army take on the world’s most formidable fighting force. It is
a gripping saga alive with astonishing characters: Henry Knox, the former
bookseller with an uncanny understanding of artillery; Nathanael Greene, the
blue-eyed bumpkin who becomes a brilliant battle captain; Benjamin Franklin, the
self-made man who proves to be the wiliest of diplomats; George Washington,
the commander in chief who learns the difficult art of leadership when the war
seems all but lost. The story is also told from the British perspective, making the
mortal conflict between the redcoats and the rebels all the more compelling. Full
of riveting details and untold stories, The British Are Coming is a tale of heroes
and knaves, of sacrifice and blunder, of redemption and profound suffering. Rick
Atkinson has given stirring new life to the first act of our country’s creation
drama.
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