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Destroyer Of The Gods Early
Christian Distinctiveness In The
Roman World
The transformation of the Roman world from polytheistic
to Christian is one of the most sweeping ideological
changes of premodern history. At the center was sex.
Kyle Harper examines how Christianity changed the
ethics of sexual behavior from shame to sin, and shows
how the roots of modern sexuality are grounded in an
ancient religious revolution.
THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER As seen on The
Joe Rogan Experience! A groundbreaking dive into the
role psychedelics have played in the origins of Western
civilization, and the real-life quest for the Holy Grail that
could shake the Church to its foundations. The most
influential religious historian of the 20th century, Huston
Smith, once referred to it as the "best-kept secret" in
history. Did the Ancient Greeks use drugs to find God?
And did the earliest Christians inherit the same, secret
tradition? A profound knowledge of visionary plants,
herbs and fungi passed from one generation to the next,
ever since the Stone Age? There is zero archaeological
evidence for the original Eucharist – the sacred wine said
to guarantee life after death for those who drink the
blood of Jesus. The Holy Grail and its miraculous
contents have never been found. In the absence of any
hard data, whatever happened at the Last Supper
remains an article of faith for today’s 2.5 billion
Christians. In an unprecedented search for answers, The
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Immortality Key examines the archaic roots of the ritual
that is performed every Sunday for nearly one third of the
planet. Religion and science converge to paint a radical
picture of Christianity’s founding event. And after
centuries of debate, to solve history’s greatest puzzle.
Before the birth of Jesus, the Ancient Greeks found
salvation in their own sacraments. Sacred beverages
were routinely consumed as part of the so-called Ancient
Mysteries – elaborate rites that led initiates to the brink of
death. The best and brightest from Athens and Rome
flocked to the spiritual capital of Eleusis, where a holy
beer unleashed heavenly visions for two thousand years.
Others drank the holy wine of Dionysus to become one
with the god. In the 1970s, renegade scholars claimed
this beer and wine – the original sacraments of Western
civilization – were spiked with mind-altering drugs. In
recent years, vindication for the disgraced theory has
been quietly mounting in the laboratory. The constantly
advancing fields of archaeobotany and archaeochemistry
have hinted at the enduring use of hallucinogenic drinks
in antiquity. And with a single dose of psilocybin, the
psychopharmacologists at Johns Hopkins and NYU are
now turning self-proclaimed atheists into instant
believers. But the smoking gun remains elusive. If these
sacraments survived for thousands of years in our
remote prehistory, from the Stone Age to the Ancient
Greeks, did they also survive into the age of Jesus? Was
the Eucharist of the earliest Christians, in fact, a
psychedelic Eucharist? With an unquenchable thirst for
evidence, Muraresku takes the reader on his twelve-year
global hunt for proof. He tours the ruins of Greece with
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its government archaeologists. He gains access to the
hidden collections of the Louvre to show the continuity
from pagan to Christian wine. He unravels the Ancient
Greek of the New Testament with the world’s most
controversial priest. He spelunks into the catacombs
under the streets of Rome to decipher the lost symbols
of Christianity’s oldest monuments. He breaches the
secret archives of the Vatican to unearth manuscripts
never before translated into English. And with leads from
the archaeological chemists at UPenn and MIT, he
unveils the first scientific data for the ritual use of
psychedelic drugs in classical antiquity. The Immortality
Key reconstructs the suppressed history of women
consecrating a forbidden, drugged Eucharist that was
later banned by the Church Fathers. Women who were
then targeted as witches during the Inquisition, when
Europe’s sacred pharmacology largely disappeared. If
the scientists of today have resurrected this technology,
then Christianity is in crisis. Unless it returns to its roots.
Featuring a Foreword by Graham Hancock, the NYT
bestselling author of America Before.
A "marvelous" (Economist) account of how the Christian
Revolution forged the Western imagination. Crucifixion,
the Romans believed, was the worst fate imaginable, a
punishment reserved for slaves. How astonishing it was,
then, that people should have come to believe that one
particular victim of crucifixion-an obscure provincial by
the name of Jesus-was to be worshipped as a god.
Dominion explores the implications of this shocking
conviction as they have reverberated throughout history.
Today, the West remains utterly saturated by Christian
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assumptions. As Tom Holland demonstrates, our morals
and ethics are not universal but are instead the fruits of a
very distinctive civilization. Concepts such as secularism,
liberalism, science, and homosexuality are deeply rooted
in a Christian seedbed. From Babylon to the Beatles,
Saint Michael to #MeToo, Dominion tells the story of how
Christianity transformed the modern world.
Much of the contemporary discussion of the Jesus
tradition has focused on aspects of oral performance,
storytelling, and social memory, on the premise that the
practice of communal reading of written texts was a
phenomenon documented no earlier than the second
century CE. Brian J. Wright overturns the premise that
communal reading of written texts was a phenomenon
documented no earlier than the second century CE by
examining evidence for its practice in the first century.
Faith in the Medieval Worldpaints a fascinating picture of
a turbulent stage of western religious history, as a
companion toFaith in the Byzantine World.G. R. Evans
begins by giving a lucid overview of the development of
Christianity in the West in the Middle Ages, before
looking at key aspects of medieval faith: the Bible and
belief, popular piety and devotion, the Crusades and the
concept of "holy war," politics and the church, rebellion
against authority, and finally the road to Reformation.The
gorgeous full-color illustrations from medieval art and the
accessible writing make this attractive pocket-size
volume the perfect introduction to the medieval world.
Covering the lives of key figures--from pontiffs like
Gregory the Great to laypeople like John Wyclif--this
book is a must for all those who want to experience one
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of the most famous and enthralling periods of human
history.
The “marvelous” (Reza Aslan, bestselling author of
Zealot), New York Times bestselling story of how
Christianity became the dominant religion in the West.
How did a religion whose first believers were twenty or
so illiterate day laborers in a remote part of the empire
became the official religion of Rome, converting some
thirty million people in just four centuries? In The
Triumph of Christianity, early Christian historian Bart D.
Ehrman weaves the rigorously-researched answer to this
question “into a vivid, nuanced, and enormously
readable narrative” (Elaine Pagels, National Book Awardwinning author of The Gnostic Gospels), showing how a
handful of charismatic characters used a brilliant social
strategy and an irresistible message to win over hearts
and minds one at a time. This “humane, thoughtful and
intelligent” book (The New York Times Book Review)
upends the way we think about the single most important
cultural transformation our world has ever seen—one that
revolutionized art, music, literature, philosophy, ethics,
economics, and law.
Peter Lampe’s work has covered a wide range of fields,
the common denominator being his interest in
contextualizing belief systems. Mirroring his multifaced
work, the authors pursue his interest from different
interdisciplinary angles, addressing the interdependence
between religious expressions and their situations or
contexts. The application of theoretical models to texts
examples flanks the inspiring theoretical –
epistemological and methodological – reflections.
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Studies in socio-economic and political history adjoin
archaeological, epigraphic, papyrological and
iconographic investigations. (Social-)psychological
interpretations of texts complement rhetorical analyses.
The hermeneutical reception of biblical materials in, for
example, the Koran and Christian Chinese or Orthodox
contexts, as well as in religious education and homiletics,
rounds off the volumes.
In How on Earth Did Jesus Become a God? Larry
Hurtado investigates the intense devotion to Jesus that
emerged with surprising speed after his death.
Reverence for Jesus among early Christians, notes
Hurtado, included both grand claims about Jesus'
significance and a pattern of devotional practices that
effectively treated him as divine. This book argues that
whatever one makes of such devotion to Jesus, the
subject deserves serious historical consideration.
Mapping out the lively current debate about Jesus,
Hurtado explains the evidence, issues, and positions at
stake. He goes on to treat the opposition to -- and severe
costs of -- worshiping Jesus, the history of incorporating
such devotion into Jewish monotheism, and the role of
religious experience in Christianity's development out of
Judaism. The follow-up to Hurtado's award-winningLord
Jesus Christ (2003), this book provides compelling
answers to queries about the development of the
church's belief in the divinity of Jesus.
Christianity succeeded, he argues, in part because it acquired
and adapted those parts of other philosophies and religions
that had a popular appeal.
The nine essays in this volume, written by leading
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international scholars in New Testament studies, examine in
new depth the method of comparison so frequently deployed
in the study of the New Testament. They raise and reflect on
deep questions on the possibility and validity of such
comparative exercise, on the methods that are most effective
and intellectually defensible, on the purpose of such
comparison, and on the perils and pitfalls in such exercises.
Addressing these questions at both a theoretical,
hermeneutical level, and through case-studies of actual
examples, the book provides a much needed and up-to-date
methodological resource for the numerous comparative
projects spawned by New Testament studies throughout the
world.
Robert Knapp reveals why some ordinary people in Judea
and in the Roman and Greek worlds embraced a new
approach to the supernatural in their daily lives. In a time of
prophets, miracles, and magic, Jesus convinced people to
change their beliefs by showing his connection to god-like
power and solidifying his credentials through the
Resurrection.
A world-renowned scholar explores the latest archaeological
evidence about the historical Jesus and His world. -- Book
Cover.
How and why did the early church grow in the first four
hundred years despite disincentives, harassment, and
occasional persecution? In this unique historical study,
veteran scholar Alan Kreider delivers the fruit of a lifetime of
study as he tells the amazing story of the spread of
Christianity in the Roman Empire. Challenging traditional
understandings, Kreider contends the church grew because
the virtue of patience was of central importance in the life and
witness of the early Christians. They wrote about patience,
not evangelism, and reflected on prayer, catechesis, and
worship, yet the church grew--not by specific strategies but by
Page 7/19

Get Free Destroyer Of The Gods Early Christian
Distinctiveness In The Roman World
patient ferment.
The surprising and compelling story of two rival geniuses in
an all-out race to decode one of the world’s most famous
documents—the Rosetta Stone—and their twenty-year-long
battle to solve the mystery of ancient Egypt’s hieroglyphs.
The Rosetta Stone is one of the most famous objects in the
world, attracting millions of visitors to the British museum ever
year, and yet most people don’t really know what it is.
Discovered in a pile of rubble in 1799, this slab of stone
proved to be the key to unlocking a lost language that baffled
scholars for centuries. Carved in ancient Egypt, the Rosetta
Stone carried the same message in different languages—in
Greek using Greek letters, and in Egyptian using picturewriting called hieroglyphs. Until its discovery, no one in the
world knew how to read the hieroglyphs that covered every
temple and text and statue in Egypt. Dominating the world for
thirty centuries, ancient Egypt was the mightiest empire the
world had ever known, yet everything about it—the pyramids,
mummies, the Sphinx—was shrouded in mystery. Whoever
was able to decipher the Rosetta Stone, and learn how to
read hieroglyphs, would solve that mystery and fling open a
door that had been locked for two thousand years. Two
brilliant rivals set out to win that prize. One was English, the
other French, at a time when England and France were
enemies and the world’s two great superpowers. The Writing
of the Gods chronicles this high-stakes intellectual race in
which the winner would win glory for both himself and his
nation. A riveting portrait of empires both ancient and
modern, this is an unparalleled look at the culture and history
of ancient Egypt and a fascinating, fast-paced story of human
folly and discovery unlike any other.
Before the New Testament or the creeds of the church were
written, the devotional practices of the earliest Christians
indicate that they worshipped Jesus alongside the Father.
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Larry W. Hurtado has been one of the leading scholars on
early Christology for decades. In Honoring the Son: Jesus in
Earliest Christian Devotional Practice, Hurtado helps readers
understand early Christology by examining not just what early
Christians believed or wrote about Jesus, but what their
devotional practices tell us about the place of Jesus in early
Christian worship. Drawing on his extensive knowledge of
early Christian origins and scholarship on New Testament
Christology, Hurtado examines the distinctiveness of early
Christian worship by comparing it to both Jewish worship
patterns and worship practices within the broader Roman-era
religious environment. He argues that the inclusion of the
risen Jesus alongside the Father in early Christian devotional
practices was a distinct and unique religious phenomenon
within its ancient context. Additionally, Hurtado demonstrates
that this remarkable development was not invented decades
after the resurrection of Christ as some scholars once
claimed. Instead, the New Testament suggests that Jesusfollowers, very quickly after the resurrection of Christ, began
to worship the Son alongside the Father. Honoring the Son
offers a look into the worship habits of the earliest Christians
to understand the place of Jesus in early Christian devotion.
What was life like for first-century Christians? Imagine a
modest-sized Roman home of a well-to-do Christian
household wedged into a thickly settled quarter of Corinth. In
the lingering light of a summer evening, men, women and
children, merchants, working poor and slaves, a mix of races
and backgrounds have assembled in the dimly lit main room
are are spilling into the central courtyard. This odd assortment
of gathered believers—some thirty in number—are attentive as
the newly arrived and travel-weary emissary from Paul reads
from the papyrus scroll he has brought from their apostolic
mentor. But if you were to be transported to this scene you
would perhaps be overwhelmed by a flood of unexpected
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difference. The voice of the reader recedes as through open
windows the din and clamor of the city assault your ears.
Hooves clunk and cart wheels grind and echo from the street
while drivers shout, vendors call and neighbors gather and
converse. And later, as you accompany a family through
darkened and dangerous streets to their third-story tenement
apartment, you might try to mask your shock at the cramped
and unsafe conditions. In The Greco-Roman World of the
New Testament Era James Jeffers provides an informative
and scenic tour of daily life during the time of Jesus and the
apostles. He affords "you-are-there" glimpses of everything
from legal codes to dinner foods, from social hierarchy to
apartment living, from education to family dynamics. His eyeopening book will advance your understanding of the New
Testament and early Christianity and enrich your reading and
application of the Bible.

From the provocative author of Straw Dogs comes an
incisive, surprising intervention in the political and
scientific debate over religion and atheism When you
explore older atheisms, you will find that some of your
firmest convictions—secular or religious—are highly
questionable. If this prospect disturbs you, what you are
looking for may be freedom from thought. For a
generation now, public debate has been corroded by a
shrill, narrow derision of religion in the name of an often
vaguely understood “science.” John Gray’s stimulating
and enjoyable new book, Seven Types of Atheism,
describes the complex, dynamic world of older atheisms,
a tradition that is, he writes, in many ways intertwined
with and as rich as religion itself. Along a spectrum that
ranges from the convictions of “God-haters” like the
Marquis de Sade to the mysticism of Arthur
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Schopenhauer, from Bertrand Russell’s search for truth
in mathematics to secular political religions like
Jacobinism and Nazism, Gray explores the various ways
great minds have attempted to understand the questions
of salvation, purpose, progress, and evil. The result is a
book that sheds an extraordinary light on what it is to be
human.
By using recent developments in literary theory, W. Lee
Humphreys uses Genesis to show how God functions as
a character in the Genesis narrative. Very creatively,
Humphreys explores the coherence and consistency of
God as a character, the way in which God's character
changes and develops throughout the narrative, and how
giving attention to the character of God enriches our
experience of reading Genesis.
Quintessential Hurtado, this volume is a necessity for
any attempt to understand the diversity of factors at play
in the birth of Christianity.--David B. Capes, Associate
Dean of Biblical & Theological Studies and Professor of
New Testament, Wheaton College
?Whether our notions of ‘god’ are personal projections
or inherited traditions, author and theologian Brad Jersak
proposes a radical reassessment, arguing for A More
Christlike God: a More Beautiful Gospel. If Christ is “the
image of the invisible God, the radiance of God’s glory
and exact representation of God’s likeness,” what if we
conceived of God as completely Christlike—the perfect
Incarnation of self-giving, radically forgiving, co-suffering
love? What if God has always been and forever will be
‘cruciform’ (cross-shaped) in his character and actions?
A More Christlike God suggests that such a God would
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be very good news indeed—a God who Jesus
“unwrathed” from dead religion, a Love that is always
toward us, and a Grace that pours into this suffering
world through willing, human partners.
The classic and ground-breaking work in Christology,
with extensive new introduction, evaluating the most
recent developments in current scholarship.
This outstanding book provides an in-depth historical
study of the place of Jesus in the religious life, beliefs,
and worship of Christians from the beginnings of the
Christian movement down to the late second century.
Lord Jesus Christ is a monumental work on earliest
Christian devotion to Jesus, sure to replace Wilhelm
Bousset s Kyrios Christos (1913) as the standard work
on the subject. Larry Hurtado, widely respected for his
previous contributions to the study of the New Testament
and Christian origins, offers the best view to date of how
the first Christians saw and reverenced Jesus as divine.
In assembling this compelling picture, Hurtado draws on
a wide body of ancient sources, from Scripture and the
writings of such figures as Ignatius of Antioch and Justin
to apocryphal texts such as the Gospel of Thomas and
the Gospel of Truth. Hurtado considers such themes as
early beliefs about Jesus divine status and significance,
but he also explores telling devotional practices of the
time, including prayer and worship, the use of Jesus
name in exorcism, baptism and healing, ritual invocation
of Jesus as Lord, martyrdom, and lesser-known
phenomena such as prayer postures and the curious
scribal practice known today as the nomina sacra. The
revealing portrait that emerges from Hurtado s
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comprehensive study yields definitive answers to
questions like these: How important was this formative
period to later Christian tradition? When did the
divinization of Jesus first occur? Was early Christianity
influenced by neighboring religions? How did the idea of
Jesus divinity change old views of God? And why did the
powerful dynamics of early beliefs and practices
encourage people to make the costly move of becoming
a Christian? Boasting an unprecedented breadth and
depth of coverage — the book speaks authoritatively on
everything from early Christian history to themes in
biblical studies to New Testament Christology — Hurtado
s Lord Jesus Christ is at once significant enough that a
wide range of scholars will want to read it and accessible
enough that general readers interested at all in Christian
origins will also profit greatly from it.
In this important new volume in the Library of Biblical
Theology, Larry W. Hurtado introduces the different
understandings of God that arise in the books of the New
Testament, and explores the ramifications of those views
for contemporary theology.
This book provided by Islamkotob.com as public domain
book to share Islamic knowledge.If you have benefited
from the book please donate to the publisher using
Bitcoin 1KabbwfAuLBCRYD8xGQkEvUkXCbpzBgvdR If
you have any comments on published book contact info
[at] islamkotob.com
2020 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award Winner Finalist for the
National Book Critics Circle Award From an award-winning
historian comes a dazzling history of the birth of cultural
anthropology and the adventurous scientists who pioneered
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it--a sweeping chronicle of discovery and the fascinating
origin story of our multicultural world. A century ago, everyone
knew that people were fated by their race, sex, and
nationality to be more or less intelligent, nurturing, or warlike.
But Columbia University professor Franz Boas looked at the
data and decided everyone was wrong. Racial categories, he
insisted, were biological fictions. Cultures did not come in
neat packages labeled "primitive" or "advanced." What
counted as a family, a good meal, or even common sense
was a product of history and circumstance, not of nature. In
Gods of the Upper Air, a masterful narrative history of radical
ideas and passionate lives, Charles King shows how these
intuitions led to a fundamental reimagining of human diversity.
Boas's students were some of the century's most colorful
figures and unsung visionaries: Margaret Mead, the
outspoken field researcher whose Coming of Age in Samoa is
among the most widely read works of social science of all
time; Ruth Benedict, the great love of Mead's life, whose
research shaped post-Second World War Japan; Ella Deloria,
the Dakota Sioux activist who preserved the traditions of
Native Americans on the Great Plains; and Zora Neale
Hurston, whose studies under Boas fed directly into her now
classic novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God. Together, they
mapped civilizations from the American South to the South
Pacific and from Caribbean islands to Manhattan's city
streets, and unearthed an essential fact buried by centuries of
prejudice: that humanity is an undivided whole. Their
revolutionary findings would go on to inspire the fluid
conceptions of identity we know today. Rich in drama,
conflict, friendship, and love, Gods of the Upper Air is a
brilliant and groundbreaking history of American progress and
the opening of the modern mind.
Provides a comprehensive look at the ways the first
Christians -- from the New Testament period up until the
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middle of the third century -- worked to spread the good news
to the rest of the world. This book will both show
contemporary readers what can be learned from the past and
help renew their own evangelistic vision.
Your hands-on guide to one of the world's major religions The
dominant religion of India, "Hinduism" refers to a widevariety
of religious traditions and philosophies that havedeveloped
over thousands of years. Today, the United States is hometo
approximately one million Hindus. If you've heard of this
ancient religion and are looking for areference that explains
the intricacies of the customs, practices,and teachings of this
ancient spiritual system, Hinduism ForDummies is for you!
Provides a thorough introduction to this earliest and
popularworld belief system Information on the rites, rituals,
deities, and teachingsassociated with the practice of
Hinduism Explores the history and teachings of the Vedas,
Brahmans, andUpanishads Offers insight into the modern
daily practice of Hinduismaround the world Continuing the
Dummies tradition of making the world's religionsengaging
and accessible to everyone, Hinduism For Dummies isyour
hands-on, friendly guide to this fascinating religion.
New to this expanded & updated edition are revisions of
Ferguson's original material, updated bibliographies, & a
fresh dicussion of first century social life, the Dead Sea
Scrolls & much else.
Plasma physicist Ian Hutchinson has been asked hundreds of
questions about faith and science. Is God’s existence a
scientific question? Is the Bible consistent with the modern
scientific understanding of the universe? Are there scientific
reasons to believe in God? In this comprehensive volume,
Hutchinson answers a full range of inquiries with sound
scientific insights and measured Christian perspective.
Earth is long since dead. On a colony planet, a band of men
has gained control of technology, made themselves immortal,
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and now rules their world as the gods of the Hindu pantheon.
Only one dares oppose them: he who was once Siddhartha
and is now Mahasamatman. Binder of Demons. Lord of Light.
The fact that some early Christians were slaves does not
present a moral problem for Christians today. The fact that
some early Christians were slaveholders does. Jennifer
Glancy tackles questions that continue to haunt contemporary
men and women, inside and outside of the churches: Why
didn't Jesus speak out forcefully against slavery? Why didn't
the early church see slavery as fundamentally incompatible
with the gospel? Were there any bright moments when some
Christians in fact drew that conclusion, and why don't we
know more about them? Why didn't Christianity have more of
an impact on slaveholding in the Roman Empire? And what
lessons can we learn as we face moral catastrophes in our
own day?
Traces the story of how ancient cultures envisioned artificial
life, automata, self-moving devices and human
enhancements, sharing insights into how the mythologies of
the past related to and shaped ancient machine innovations.

Lay persons in the church might be forgiven for
imagining that the book of Revelation cannot be
understood. There are many different interpretive
schemes proposed, and hundreds of variations within
those schemes. But the reader who is willing to spend
the time will find real treasures in the study of this book,
and Paul Himes has provided an excellent guide to some
of the most important passages, as he looks at the
messages to the seven churches, and even more
importantly at the One who is sending those messages,
based on the vision in the first chapter and the ways in
which the churches are addressed. Dr. Himes provides
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key background information and then takes a serious
look at the details of the text, but he does so in a way
that is clear and that points the reader to ways of
approaching the text more seriously on his or her own.
For those who want to follow the trail further, the
footnotes are extensive. Since, as the author tells us on
page 5, “... one cannot begin to grapple with the
eschatology of Revelation until one has submitted to the
Christology of Revelation” this book provides an
excellent point of entry for someone who wants to take a
new and refreshing look at this important book. Here one
can study the Christ of revelation (Christology), the
church He ordained (ecclesiology), and go from there to
the purpose and destination He has for that church
(eschatology).
"Silly," "stupid," "irrational," "simple." "Wicked," "hateful,"
"obstinate," "anti-social." "Extravagant," "perverse." The
Roman world rendered harsh judgments upon early
Christianity--including branding Christianity "new."
Novelty was no Roman religious virtue. Nevertheless, as
Larry W. Hurtado shows in Destroyer of the gods,
Christianity thrived despite its new and distinctive
features and opposition to them. Unlike nearly all other
religious groups, Christianity utterly rejected the
traditional gods of the Roman world. Christianity also
offered a new and different kind of religious identity, one
not based on ethnicity. Christianity was distinctively a
"bookish" religion, with the production, copying,
distribution, and reading of texts as central to its faith,
even preferring a distinctive book-form, the codex.
Christianity insisted that its adherents behave differently:
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unlike the simple ritual observances characteristic of the
pagan religious environment, embracing Christian faith
meant a behavioral transformation, with particular and
novel ethical demands for men. Unquestionably, to the
Roman world, Christianity was both new and different,
and, to a good many, it threatened social and religious
conventions of the day. In the rejection of the gods and
in the centrality of texts, early Christianity obviously
reflected commitments inherited from its Jewish origins.
But these particular features were no longer identified
with Jewish ethnicity and early Christianity quickly
became aggressively trans-ethnic--a novel kind of
religious movement. Its ethical teaching, too, bore some
resemblance to the philosophers of the day, yet in
contrast with these great teachers and their small circles
of dedicated students, early Christianity laid its hard
demands upon all adherents from the moment of
conversion, producing a novel social project.
Christianity's novelty was no badge of honor. Called
atheists and suspected of political subversion, Christians
earned Roman disdain and suspicion in equal amounts.
Yet, as Destroyer of the gods demonstrates, in an irony
of history the very features of early Christianity that
rendered it distinctive and objectionable in Roman eyes
have now become so commonplace in Western culture
as to go unnoticed. Christianity helped destroy one world
and create another.
The Jefferson Bible, or The Life and Morals of Jesus of
Nazareth as it is formally titled, was a book constructed
by Thomas Jefferson in the latter years of his life by
cutting and pasting numerous sections from various
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Bibles as extractions of the doctrine of Jesus. Jefferson's
composition excluded sections of the New Testament
containing supernatural aspects as well as perceived
misinterpretations he believed had been added by the
Four Evangelists. In 1895, the Smithsonian Institution
under the leadership of librarian Cyrus Adler purchased
the original Jefferson Bible from Jefferson's greatgranddaughter Carolina Randolph for $400. A
conservation effort commencing in 2009, in partnership
with the museum's Political History department, allowed
for a public unveiling in an exhibit open from November
11, 2011, through May 28, 2012, at the National Museum
of American History.
In the last few years, 9/11, a tsunami, Hurricane Katrina,
and many other tragedies have shown us that the vision
of God in today's churches in relation to evil and
suffering is often frivolous. Against the overwhelming
weight and seriousness of the Bible, many Christians are
choosing to become more shallow, more entertainmentoriented, and therefore irrelevant in the face of massive
suffering. In Suffering and the Sovereignty of God,
contributors John Piper, Joni Eareckson Tada, Steve
Saint, Carl Ellis, David Powlison, Dustin Shramek, and
Mark Talbot explore the many categories of God's
sovereignty as evidenced in his Word. They urge readers
to look to Christ, even in suffering, to find the greatest
confidence, deepest comfort, and sweetest fellowship
they have ever known.
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