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Berlin, the Greek Islands, London and California. 1928, 1932, 1988 and 1940. Four portraits, four settings, four narrators, all
known as "Christopher Isherwood"; all connected through their own experiences of private sexual hell. Often regarded as the best
of his novels, Down There on a Visit tells the vivid stories of Isherwood's life that, together with the Berlin Stories, were to have
comprised his great unfinished epic novel.
Christopher Isherwood is well known for his prophetic portraits of a morally bankrupt Europe on the eve of World War II, in this
chronicle he turns his fearless eye on the decade which more than any other has shaped the way we live now.
As in his highly acclaimed Austerity Britain, David Kynaston invokes an astonishing array of vivid, intimate and unselfconscious
voices to drive his narrative of 1950s Britain. The keen-eyed Nella Last shops assiduously at Barrow Market as austerity and
rationing gradually give way to relative abundance; housewife Judy Haines, relishing the detail of suburban life, brings up her
children in Chingford; the self-absorbed civil servant Henry St John perfects the art of grumbling. These and many other voices
give a rich, unsentimental picture of everyday life in the 1950s. Well-known figures are encountered on the way, such as Doris
Lessing (joining and later leaving the Communist Party), John Arlott (sticking up on Any Questions? for the rights of homosexuals)
and Tiger's Roy of the Rovers (making his goal-scoring debut for Melchester). All this is part of a colourful, unfolding tapestry, in
which the great national events - the Tories returning to power, the death of George VI, the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth, the
Suez Crisis - jostle alongside everything that gave Britain in the 1950s its distinctive flavour: Butlin's holiday camps, Kenwood food
mixers, Hancock's Half-Hour, Ekco television sets, Davy Crockett, skiffle and teddy boys. Deeply researched, David Kynaston's
Family Britain offers an unrivalled take on a largely cohesive, ordered, still very hierarchical society gratefully starting to move
away from the painful hardships of the 1940s towards domestic ease and affluence.
The trailblazing memoirist and author of Henry & June recounts her relationships with Henry Miller and others—including her own
father. Anaïs Nin wrote in her uncensored diaries like they were a broad-minded confidante with whom she shared the liberating
psychosexual dramas of her life. In this continuation of her notorious Henry & June, she recounts a particularly turbulent period
between 1932 and 1934, and the men who dominated it: her protective husband, her therapist, and the poet Antonin Artaud.
However, most consuming of all is novelist Henry Miller—a man whose genius, said Anaïs, was so demonic it could drive people
insane. Here too, recounted in extraordinary detail, is the sexual affair she had with her father. At once loving, exciting, and
vengeful, it was the ultimate social transgression for which Anaïs would eventually seek absolution from her analysts. “Before
Lena Dunham there was Anaïs Nin. Like Dunham, she’s been accused of narcissism, sociopathy, and sexual perversion time and
again. Yet even that comparison undercuts the strangeness and bravery of her work, for Nin was the first of her kind. And, like all
truly unique talents, she was worshipped by some, hated by many, and misunderstood by most . . . A woman who’d spent
decades on the bleeding edge of American intellectual life, a woman who had been a respected colleague of male writers who
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pushed the boundaries of acceptable sex writing. Like many great . . . experimentalists, she wrote for a world that did not yet exist,
and so helped to bring it into being.” —The Guardian Includes an introduction by Rupert Pole
In an uncensored journal, named her "ultimate confidante," the author of Henry and June and Incest reveals her private self, her
doubts and weaknesses, and the intimate details of her physical relationships.
This book maps Christopher Isherwood's intellectual and aesthetic reflections from the late 1930s through the late 1970s. Drawing
on the queer theory of Eve Sedgwick and the ethical theory of Michel Foucault, Carr illuminates Isherwood's post-war development
of a queer ethos through his focus on the aesthetic, social, and historical politics of the 1930s in his novels Prater Violet (1945),
The World in the Evening (1954), and Down There on a Visit (1962), and in his memoir, Christopher and His Kind: 1929–1939
(1976).
DiariesVolume One: 1939-1960DiariesVolume 1, 1939-1960HarperCollinsDiariesRandom House
Jack Robinson made his name as a much-sought-after fashion and celebrity photographer during the 1960s and early 1970s, and
his work is well documented in hundreds of pages of Vogue, the New York Times, and Life, as well as other publications.
However, his personal life remains virtually unknown. In this study of Robinson and his photography, Howard Philips Smith takes
an in-depth look at Robinson’s early life in New Orleans, where he discovered his passion for painting, photography, and the Dixie
Bohemian life of the French Quarter. A Sojourn in Paradise: Jack Robinson in 1950s New Orleans features more than one
hundred photographs taken by the artist, accompanied by detailed commentary about Robinson’s life in New Orleans and
excerpts from interviews with the people who knew him when he lived there. Robinson’s photographs of New Orleans reveal the
genesis of two unique and fascinating facets of the city’s history and culture: the creation of the first gay Carnival krewes who
would make their own unique contribution to the rich cultural history of the city and the formation of the Orleans Gallery, one of the
earliest centers of the contemporary art movement blossoming in 1950s America. This detailed study of Jack Robinson’s early life
and photography illustrates the contributions of a gifted, gay artist whose quiet spirit and constant interior struggle found refuge in
New Orleans, the city where he was able to find himself, for a time, free from society’s grip and open to exploring life on his own
terms.
A classic of 20th-century fiction, The Berlin Stories inspired the Broadway musical and Oscar-winning film Cabaret. First published in the
1930s, The Berlin Stories contains two astonishing related novels, The Last of Mr. Norris and Goodbye to Berlin, which are recognized today
as classics of modern fiction. Isherwood magnificently captures 1931 Berlin: charming, with its avenues and cafés; marvelously grotesque,
with its nightlife and dreamers; dangerous, with its vice and intrigue; powerful and seedy, with its mobs and millionaires—this is the period
when Hitler was beginning his move to power. The Berlin Stories is inhabited by a wealth of characters: the unforgettable Sally Bowles,
whose misadventures in the demimonde were popularized on the American stage and screen by Julie Harris in I Am A Camera and Liza
Minnelli in Cabaret; Mr. Norris, the improbable old debauchee mysteriously caught between the Nazis and the Communists; plump Fräulein
Schroeder, who thinks an operation to reduce the scale of her Büste might relieve her heart palpitations; and the distinguished and doomed
Jewish family, the Landauers.
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Novelist, memoirist, diarist, and gay pioneer Christopher Isherwood left a wealth of writings. Known for his crisp style and his camera-like
precision with detail, Isherwood gained fame for his Berlin Stories, which served as source material for the hit stage musical and Academy
Award–winning film Cabaret. More recently, his experiences and career in the United States have received increased attention. His novel A
Single Man was adapted into an Oscar-nominated film; his long relationship with the artist Don Bachardy, with whom he shared an openly
gay lifestyle, was the subject of an award-winning documentary, Chris & Don: A Love Story; and his memoir, Christopher and His Kind, was
adapted for the BBC. Isherwood’s colorful journeys took him from post–World War I England to Weimar Germany to European exile to
Golden Age Hollywood to Los Angeles in the full flower of gay liberation. After the publication of his diaries, which run to more than one
million words and span nearly a half century, it is possible to fully assess his influence. This collection of essays considers Isherwood’s
diaries, his vast personal archive, and his published works and offers a multifaceted appreciation of a writer who spent more than half of his
life in southern California. James J. Berg and Chris Freeman have brought together the most informative scholarship of the twenty-first
century to illuminate the craft of one of the singular figures of the twentieth century. Isherwood, the American, emerges from the shadow of
his English reputation to stake his claim as a significant force in late twentieth-century American culture whose legacy continues in the twentyfirst century. Contributors: Joshua Adair, Murray State U; Jamie Carr, Niagara U; Robert L. Caserio, Pennsylvania State U; Niladri Chatterjee,
U of Kalyani, India; Lisa Colletta, American U of Rome; Lois Cucullu, U of Minnesota; Mario Faraone; Peter Edgerly Firchow; Rebecca
Gordon Stewart; William R. Handley, U of Southern California; Jaime Harker, U of Mississippi; Sara S. Hodson, Huntington Library; Carola M.
Kaplan, California State U, Pomona; Benjamin Kohlmann, U of Freiburg, Germany; Victor Marsh, U of Queensland; Tina Mascara; Stephen
McCauley; Paul M. McNeil, Columbia U; Guido Santi, College of the Canyons, California; Kyle Stevens, Brandeis U.
Mirages opens at the dawn of World War II, when Anaïs Nin fled Paris, where she lived for fifteen years with her husband, banker Hugh
Guiler, and ends in 1947 when she meets the man who would be “the One,” the lover who would satisfy her insatiable hunger for connection.
In the middle looms a period Nin describes as “hell,” during which she experiences a kind of erotic madness, a delirium that fuels her search
for love. As a child suffering abandonment by her father, Anaïs wrote, “Close your eyes to the ugly things,” and, against a horrifying backdrop
of war and death, Nin combats the world’s darkness with her own search for light. Mirages collects, for the first time, the story that was cut
from all of Nin’s other published diaries, particularly volumes 3 and 4 of The Diary of Anaïs Nin, which cover the same time period. It is the
long-awaited successor to the previous unexpurgated diaries Henry and June, Incest, Fire, and Nearer the Moon. Mirages answers the
questions Nin readers have been asking for decades: What led to the demise of Nin’s love affair with Henry Miller? Just how troubled was
her marriage to Hugh Guiler? What is the story behind Nin’s “children,” the effeminate young men she seemed to collect at will? Mirages is
a deeply personal story of heartbreak, despair, desperation, carnage, and deep mourning, but it is also one of courage, persistence,
evolution, and redemption that reaches beyond the personal to the universal.
Welcome to sunny suburban 1960s Southern California. George is a gay middle-aged English professor, adjusting to solitude after the tragic
death of his young partner. He is determined to persist in the routines of his former life. A Single Man follows him over the course of an
ordinary twenty-four hours. Behind his British reserve, tides of grief, rage, and loneliness surge—but what is revealed is a man who loves
being alive despite all the everyday injustices. When Christopher Isherwood's A Single Man first appeared, it shocked many with its frank,
sympathetic, and moving portrayal of a gay man in maturity. Isherwood's favorite of his own novels, it now stands as a classic lyric meditation
on life as an outsider.
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Victor Klemperer was Professor of French Literature at Dresden University. As a Jew, he was removed from his post in 1935, only surviving
thanks to his marriage to an Aryan. Presenting a study of language and its engagement with history, this book draws form Klemperer's
conviction that the language of the Third Reich helped to create its culture.
Born into the English landed gentry, the heir to a substantial country estate, Christopher Isherwood ended up in California, an American
citizen and the disciple of a Hindu swami. En route, he became a leading writer of the 1930's generation, an unmatched chronicler of preHitler Berlin, an experimental dramatist, a war reporter, a travel writer, a pacifist, a Hollywood screenwriter, a monk, and a grand old man of
the emerging gay liberation movement. In this biography, the first to be written since Isherwood's death, and the only one with access to all
Isherwood's papers, Peter Parker traces the long journey of a man who never felt at home wherever he lived. Isherwood's travels were a
means of escape: from his family, his class, his country, and the dead weight of the past. Parker reveals the truth about Isherwood's
relationship with his war-hero father, his strong-willed mother, and his disturbed younger brother, Richard, who was also homosexual. He also
draws upon a vast number of letters to describe Isherwood's complicated relationships with such lifelong friends as W. H. Auden, Stephen
Spender, Edward Upward and John Lehmann. The result is a frank portrait of contradictions, a man searching for meaning in life, and one of
the twentieth century's most significant writers.
The author of the international bestseller The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich offers a personal account of life in Nazi Germany at the start of
WWII. By the late 1930s, Adolf Hitler, Führer of the Nazi Party, had consolidated power in Germany and was leading the world into war. A
young foreign correspondent was on hand to bear witness. More than two decades prior to the publication of his acclaimed history, The Rise
and Fall of the Third Reich, William L. Shirer was a journalist stationed in Berlin. During his years in the Nazi capital, he kept a daily personal
diary, scrupulously recording everything he heard and saw before being forced to flee the country in 1940. Berlin Diary is Shirer’s first-hand
account of the momentous events that shook the world in the mid-twentieth century, from the annexation of Austria and Czechoslovakia to
the fall of Poland and France. A remarkable personal memoir of an extraordinary time, it chronicles the author’s thoughts and experiences
while living in the shadow of the Nazi beast. Shirer recalls the surreal spectacles of the Nuremberg rallies, the terror of the late-night bombing
raids, and his encounters with members of the German high command while he was risking his life to report to the world on the atrocities of a
genocidal regime. At once powerful, engrossing, and edifying, William L. Shirer’s Berlin Diary is an essential historical record that illuminates
one of the darkest periods in human civilization.
The little-known story of screenwriter Salka Viertel, whose salons in 1930s and 40s Hollywood created a refuge for a multitude of famous
figures who had escaped the horrors of World War ll. Hollywood was created by its “others”; that is, by women, Jews, and immigrants. Salka
Viertel was all three and so much more. She was the screenwriter for five of Greta Garbo's movies and also her most intimate friend. At one
point during the Irving Thalberg years, Viertel was the highest-paid writer on the MGM lot. Meanwhile, at her house in Santa Monica she
opened her door on Sunday afternoons to scores of European émigrés who had fled from Hitler—such as Thomas Mann, Bertolt Brecht, and
Arnold Schoenberg—along with every kind of Hollywood star, from Charlie Chaplin to Shelley Winters. In Viertel's living room (the only one in
town with comfortable armchairs, said one Hollywood insider), countless cinematic, theatrical, and musical partnerships were born. Viertel
combined a modern-before-her-time sensibility with the Old-World advantages of a classical European education and fluency in eight
languages. She combined great worldliness with great warmth. She was a true bohemian with a complicated erotic life, and at the same time
a universal mother figure. A vital presence in the golden age of Hollywood, Salka Viertel is long overdue for her own moment in the spotlight.
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A deeply introspective book about war, religion, and sexuality Against the backdrop of World War II, The World in the Evening
charts the emotional development of Stephen Monk, an aimless Englishman living in California. After his second marriage
suddenly ends, Stephen finds himself living with a relative in a small Pennsylvania Quaker town, haunted by memories of his
prewar affair with a younger man during a visit to the Canary Islands. The world traveler comes to a gradual understanding of
himself and of his newly adopted homeland. When first published in 1953, The World in the Evening was notable for its clear-eyed
depiction of European and American mores, sexuality, and religion. Today, readers herald Christopher Isherwood's frank portrayal
of bisexuality and his early appreciation of low and high camp.
Book description to come.
Son of the famous Thomas Mann, homosexual, drug-addicted, and forced to flee from his fatherland, the gifted writer Klaus
Mann’s comparatively short life was as artistically productive as it was devastatingly dislocated. Best-known today as the author of
Mephisto, the literary enfant terrible of the Weimar era produced seven novels, a dozen plays, four biographies, and three
autobiographies—among them the first works in Germany to tackle gay issues—amidst a prodigious artistic output. He was among
the first to take up his pen against the Nazis, as a reward for which he was blacklisted and denounced as a dangerous half-Jew,
his books burnt in public squares around Germany, and his citizenship revoked. Having served with the U.S. military in Italy, he
was nevertheless undone by anti-Communist fanatics in Cold War-era America and Germany, dying in France (though not, as all
other books contend, by his own hand) at age forty-two. Powerful, revealing, and compulsively readable, this first Englishlanguage biography of Klaus Mann charts the effects of reactionary politics on art and literature and tells the moving story of a
supreme talent destroyed by personal circumstance and the seismic events of the twentieth century.
“This entry, with its high-quality stories from such genre masters as Raymond Chandler and James M. Cain, outshines the typical
all-original anthology.”—Publishers Weekly In Akashic Books’s acclaimed series of original noir anthologies, each book comprises
all new stories, each one set in a distinct neighborhood or location within the respective city. This collection of classic stories—the
sequel to the award-winning, bestselling Los Angeles Noir—“reaffirm[s] that the shadows cast by the Southland’s sun, and its
gloomy ocean fog, have proved some of noir’s most fertile territory” (Los Angeles Times). This anthology features stories by
Raymond Chandler, Paul Cain, James Ellroy, Leigh Brackett, James M. Cain, Chester Himes, Ross MacDonald, Walter Mosley,
Naomi Hirahara, Margaret Millar, Joseph Hansen, William Campbell Gault, Jervey Tervalon, Kate Braverman, and Yxta Maya
Murray. “If you love either mysteries or tales about our corner of the world, pick up Noir 2 . . . Hey, the concept of ‘noir’—dark,
steamy mystery stories—was invented here.”—Los Angeles Daily News
Den engelske forfatters (1904-1986) dagbøger
Do What Thou Wilt: An exploration into the life and works of a modern mystic, occultist, poet, mountaineer, and bisexual
adventurer known to his contemporaries as "The Great Beast" Aleister Crowley was a groundbreaking poet and an iconoclastic
visionary whose literary and cultural legacy extends far beyond the limits of his notoriety as a practitioner of the occult arts. Born in
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1875 to devout Christian parents, young Aleister's devotion scarcely outlived his father, who died when the boy was twelve. He
reached maturity in the boarding schools and brothels of Victorian England, trained to become a world-class mountain climber,
and seldom persisted with any endeavor in which he could be bested. Like many self-styled illuminati of his class and generation,
the hedonistic Crowley gravitated toward the occult. An aspiring poet and a pampered wastrel - obsessed with reconciling his
quest for spiritual perfection and his inclination do exactly as he liked in the earthly realm - Crowley developed his own school of
mysticism. Magick, as he called it, summoned its users to embrace the imagination and to glorify the will. Crowley often explored
his spiritual yearnings through drug-saturated vision quests and rampant sexual adventurism, but at other times he embraced
Eastern philosophies and sought enlightenment on ascetic sojourns into the wilderness. This controversial individual, a frightening
mixture of egomania and self-loathing, has inspired passionate - but seldom fair - assessments from historians. Lawrence Sutin,
by treating Crowley as a cultural phenomenon, and not simply a sorcerer or a charlatan, convinces skeptic readers that the selfstyled "Beast" remains a fascinating study in how one man devoted his life to the subversion of the dominant moral and religious
values of his time.
This second volume of Christopher Isherwood's remarkable diaries opens on his fifty-sixth birthday as the fifties give way to the
decade of social and sexual revolution. Isherwood takes the reader from the bohemian sunshine of Southern California to a
London finally swinging free of post-war gloom, to the racy cosmopolitanism of New York, and the raw Australian outback. The
diaries are crammed with wicked gossip and probing psychological insights about the cultural icons of the time - Francis Bacon,
Richard Burton, David Hockney, Mick Jagger, W. Somerset Maugham and many others. They are most revealing about Isherwood
himself - his fiction, his film writing, his college teaching, and his affairs of the heart. In the background run references to the
political and historical events of the period such as the anxieties of the Cold War, the moon landing and the Vietnam war. In The
SixtiesIsherwood turns his fearless eye on the decade which more than any other has shaped the way we live now.
Includes portions of the diaries of: Pam Ashford, Christopher Tomlin, Tilly Rice, Eileen Potter, and Maggie Joy Blunt.
In 1939, Christopher Isherwood and W H Auden emigrated together to the United States. This title describes Isherwood's search for a new
life in California; his work as a screenwriter in Hollywood, his pacifism during World War II and his friendships with such gifted artists and
intellectuals as Garbo, Chaplin, Thomas Mann, and more.
Excerpt: This is the story of a phenomenon. I will begin by calling him simply that, rather than 'holy man', 'mystic', or 'saint', all emotive words
with mixed associations which may attract some readers, repel others. A phenomenon is always a fact, an object of experience. That is how I
shall try to approach Ramakrishna... I only ask you to approach Ramakrishna with the same open-minded curiosity you might feel for any
highly unusual human being. Christopher Isherwood unfolds a fantastic story with a calm finesse...
New perspectives on Christopher Isherwood as a searching and transnational writer “Perhaps I had traveled too much, left my heart in too
many places,” muses the narrator of Christopher Isherwood’s novel Prater Violet (1945), which he wrote in his adopted home of Los Angeles
after years of dislocation and desperation. In Isherwood in Transit, James J.Berg and Chris Freeman bring together diverse Isherwood
scholars to understand the challenges this writer faced as a consequence of his travel. Based on a conference at the Huntington Library,
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where Isherwood’s recently opened papers are held, Isherwood in Transit considers the writer not as an English, continental, or American
writer but as a transnational one, whose identity, politics, and beliefs were constantly transformed by global connections and engagements
arising from journeys to Germany, Japan, China, and Argentina; his migration to the United States; and his conversion to Vedanta Hinduism
in the 1940s. Approaching Isherwood’s rootlessness and restlessness from various perspectives, these essays show that long after he made
a new home in California and became an American citizen, Christopher Isherwood remained unsettled, although his wanderings became
spiritual and personal rather than geographic. Contributors: Barrie Jean Borich, DePaul U; Jamie Carr, Niagara U; Robert L. Caserio, Penn
State U, University Park; Lisa Colletta, American U of Rome; Lois Cucullu, U of Minnesota; Jaime Harker, U of Mississippi; Carola M. Kaplan,
California State U, Pomona; Calvin W. Keogh, Central European U, Budapest; Victor Marsh; Wendy Moffat, Dickinson College; Xenobe
Purvis; Bidhan Roy, California State U, Los Angeles; Katharine Stevenson, U of Texas at Austin; Edmund White.
This volume of new interdisciplinary essays provides insights into the emerging field of masculinities and the challenges it poses to the Indian
male. Masculinities research has evolved considerably and demonstrates that men are not an homogenous group but are instead
diverse—there are many “masculinities.” Manliness can no longer be studied from just a North American or European perspective but from
those of every part of the world. Covering an array of topics such as the construction of identity and the negotiation of power and sexuality,
these essays aim to show how masculinities are experienced and embodied within India.
This book is a compilation of 100 columns published under the title, "Nick Benton's Gay Science" on consecutive weeks from October 2010
through September 2012 on the website of the Falls Church News-Press and in print in the Metro Weekly, one of two prominent newspapers
for the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area LGBT community. That period covered the repeal of "Don't Ask, Don't Tell," the Broadway revival
of Larry Kramer's powerful play The Normal Heart, the President of the United States proclaiming himself in favor of gay marriage as well as
the ongoing positive progression of gay rights. Benton's columns contributed to the dialogue shaping LGBT identity and self-esteem going
forward into a new world of equality.
“This novel invites the reader inside the mind of a Polish Jewish woman who has recently arrived in New York just after WWII began in
Europe.” —Jeffrey Shandler, author of Anne Frank Unbound Rivke Zilberg, a twenty-year-old Jewish woman, arrives in New York shortly after
the Nazi invasion of Poland, her home country. Struggling to learn a new language and cope with a different way of life in the United States,
Rivke finds herself keeping a journal about the challenges and opportunities of this new land. In her attempt to find a new life as a Jewish
immigrant in the United States, Rivke shares the stories of losing her mother to a bombing in Lublin, jilting a fiancé who has made his way to
Palestine, and a flirtatious relationship with an American “allrightnik.” In this fictionalized journal originally published in Yiddish, author Kadya
Molodovsky provides keen insight into the day-to-day activities of the large immigrant Jewish community of New York. By depicting one
woman’s struggles as a Jewish refugee in the United States during WWII, Molodovsky points readers to the social, political, and cultural
tensions of that time and place.
An intimate portrait of London intellectual life, the breakdown of a marriage and the friendship between two women, 'What You Will' draws the
reader into a spellbinding world of beauty and tension.
Brochure consists mainly of color illustrations of the interior and exterior of the Temple of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints in Independence, Missouri. Includes a biographical sketch of the architect, Gyo Obata.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “John Cleese’s memoir is just about everything one would expect of its author—smart, thoughtful,
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provocative and above all funny. . . . A picture, if you will, of the artist as a young man.”—The Washington Post The legendary writer and
performer of Monty Python and Fawlty Towers fame takes readers on a grand tour of his ascent in the entertainment world John Cleese’s
huge comedic influence has stretched across generations; his sharp irreverent eye and the unique brand of physical comedy he perfected
now seem written into comedy’s DNA. In this rollicking memoir, Cleese recalls his humble beginnings in a sleepy English town, his early
comedic days at Cambridge University (with future Python partner Graham Chapman), and the founding of the landmark comedy troupe that
would propel him to worldwide renown. Cleese was just days away from graduating Cambridge and setting off on a law career when he was
visited by two BBC executives, who offered him a job writing comedy for radio. That fateful moment—and a near-simultaneous offer to take his
university humor revue to London’s famed West End—propelled him down a different path, cutting his teeth writing for stars like David Frost
and Peter Sellers, and eventually joining the five other Pythons to pioneer a new kind of comedy that prized invention, silliness, and absurdity.
Along the way, he found his first true love with the actress Connie Booth and transformed himself from a reluctant performer to a world class
actor and back again. Twisting and turning through surprising stories and hilarious digressions—with some brief pauses along the way that
comprise a fascinating primer on what’s funny and why—this story of a young man’s journey to the pinnacle of comedy is a masterly
performance by a master performer.
In this final volume of Christopher Isherwood's diaries, capstone of a million-word masterwork, he greets advancing age with poignant
humour and an unquenchable appetite for the new. Isherwood journeyed and changed with his century, until, by the 1980s, he was
celebrated as the finest prose writer in English and the Grand Old Man of Gay Liberation. The mainstays of his mature contentment, his
Hindu guru, Swami Prabhavananda and his long term companion, Don Bachardy, draw from him an unexpected high tide of joy and love.
Gifted friends both anonymous and infamous take a turn through Isherwood's densely populated human comedy, sketched with ruthlessness
and benevolence against the background of the Vietnam War and the Nixon, Carter and Reagan White Houses. Bachardy’s burgeoning
career pulled Isherwood into the 1970s art scene where we meet Rauschenberg, Ruscha, and Warhol (serving fetid meat for lunch) as well
as Hockney (adored) and Kitaj. Frpm Hollywood and the worlds of music and letters enter John Huston, Merchant and Ivory, John Travolta,
John Voight, Elton John, David Bowie, Joan Didion and Armistead Maupin. These are the most concrete and the most mysterious of his
diaries, candidly revealing the fear of death that crowded in past Isherwood’s fame, and showing how his life-long immersion in the day-today lifted him, paradoxically, toward transcendence.
This original analysis of correspondence between E.M. Forster and Christopher Isherwood illuminates how these two influential writers
grappled with WII, their personal relationships, and their creative works.
Irresistibly magnetic on stage, mesmerizing in movies, seven times an Academy Award nominee, Richard Burton rose from humble
beginnings in Wales to become Hollywood's most highly paid actor and one of England's most admired Shakespearean performers. His epic
romance with Elizabeth Taylor, his legendary drinking and story-telling, his dazzling purchases (enormous diamonds, a jet, homes on several
continents), and his enormous talent kept him constantly in the public eye. Yet the man behind the celebrity facade carried a surprising
burden of insecurity and struggled with the peculiar challenges of a life lived largely in the spotlight. This volume publishes Burton's extensive
personal diaries in their entirety for the first time. His writings encompass many years--from 1939, when he was still a teenager, to 1983, the
year before his death--and they reveal him in his most private moments, pondering his triumphs and demons, his loves and his heartbreaks.
The diary entries appear in their original sequence, with annotations to clarify people, places, books, and events Burton mentions. From these
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hand-written pages emerges a multi-dimensional man, no mere flashy celebrity. While Burton touched shoulders with shining lights--among
them Olivia de Havilland, John Gielgud, Claire Bloom, Laurence Olivier, John Huston, Dylan Thomas, and Edward Albee--he also played the
real-life roles of supportive family man, father, husband, and highly intelligent observer. His diaries offer a rare and fresh perspective on his
own life and career, and on the glamorous decades of the mid-twentieth century.
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