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This second edition gives you more than 60 tools--with tips and implementation steps--for creating and using formative
assessments in every grade level and subject. --from publisher description
Grading is one of the most hotly debated topics in education, and grading practices themselves are largely based on tradition,
instinct, or personal history or philosophy. But to be effective, grading policies and practices must be based on trustworthy
research evidence. Enter this book: a review of 100-plus years of grading research that presents the broadest and most
comprehensive summary of research on grading and reporting available to date, with clear takeaways for learning and teaching.
Edited by Thomas R. Guskey and Susan M. Brookhart, this indispensable guide features thoughtful, thorough dives into the
research from a distinguished team of scholars, geared to a broad range of stakeholders, including teachers, school leaders,
policymakers, and researchers. Each chapter addresses a different area of grading research and describes how the major findings
in that area might be leveraged to improve grading policy and practice. Ultimately, Guskey and Brookhart identify four themes
emerging from the research that can guide these efforts: - Start with clear learning goals, - Focus on the feedback function of
grades, - Limit the number of grade categories, and - Provide multiple grades that reflect product, process, and progress criteria.
By distilling the vast body of research evidence into meaningful, actionable findings and strategies, this book is the jump-start all
stakeholders need to build a better understanding of what works—and where to go from here.
This new edition of this best-selling resource includes new and updated formative assessment templates, technology connections
with easy-to-use digital applications for every assessment, a new section on rubrics and self-assessments, a new focus on
scaffolding ELLs, and so much more! These ready-to-go activities-complete with step-by-step lessons, student samples, tiering
tips, and reproducible student pages-can be used across the curriculum and provide valuable assessment data for teachers.
This revised version of a bestseller provides the ready-to-use assessment strategies foundational to differentiating instruction.
Includes surveys, checklists, sample assignments, graphic organizers, and rubrics.
A comprehensive assessment system for working with underperforming students This book describes a comprehensive
assessment system especially appropriate for multilingual and "differentiated" classrooms with large numbers of underperforming
students. Drawing from Multiple Intelligences theory, the approach is specifically aimed at helping teachers understand how each
student learns and how best to tailor instruction to serve individual students' needs. Although the program makes use of
conventional standardized tests and disability screenings, it places special importance on two approaches in particular: Student
Portfolio Assessments and Personalized Learning Profiles. Provides detailed guidance and practical tools (including a DVD) for
implementing successful portfolio and "profile" practices in the classroom Includes real-world examples of model assessment
programs from five schools Explains how to integrate assessment into the instructional process as well as how the portfolio
program can be used Formal profiles provide vital information about each student's cultural background, interests, strengths, and
capabilities as well as their individual learning and language needs.
Explains how to encourage and support teachers who are striving to match their instructional approaches to the needs and
interests of every student.
We differentiate instruction to honor the reality of the students we teach. They are energetic and outgoing. They are quiet and
curious. They are confident and self-doubting. They are interested in a thousand things and deeply immersed in a particular topic.
They are academically advanced and "kids in the middle" and struggling due to cognitive, emotional, economic, or sociological
challenges. More of them than ever speak a different language at home. They learn at different rates and in different ways. And
they all come together in our academically diverse classrooms. Written as a practical guide for teachers, this expanded third
edition of Carol Ann Tomlinson’s groundbreaking work covers the fundamentals of differentiation and provides additional
guidelines and new strategies for how to go about it. You’ll learn - What differentiation is and why it’s essential - How to set up the
flexible and supportive learning environment that promotes success - How to manage a differentiated classroom - How to plan
lessons differentiated by readiness, interest, and learning profile - How to differentiate content, process, and products - How to
prepare students, parents, and yourself for the challenge of differentiation First published in 1995 as How to Differentiate
Instruction in Mixed-Ability Classrooms, this new edition reflects evolving best practices in education, the experiences of
practitioners throughout the United States and around the world, and Tomlinson's continuing thinking about how to help each and
every student access challenging, high-quality curriculum; engage in meaning-rich learning experiences; and feel at home in a
school environment that "fits."/p>
Empower students to self-assess and improve performance with these ready-to-use assessment strategies and tools! Do you have
a full toolbox to gather ongoing assessment information to pinpoint student needs and plan instruction? Do you believe a student's
interests can leverage academic success? Would you like to help your students grow as reflective self-assessing thinkers? With
this classroom-friendly guide, you'll become a better teacher as you learn to assess students before, during, and after instruction.
Packed with tools, surveys, checklists, questionnaires, assignments, organizers, guidelines, and rubrics, Differentiated
assessment strategies addresses informal as well as formal assessments, and assessments before, during, and after learning for
learners of all types and levels, including K-12, special needs, and gifted students. In addition to application of the latest research,
you'll become skilled in novel assessment tools that provide immediate feedback. Chapman and King provide ready-to-use tools
to: evaluate and activate students' prior knowledge, transform homework into rich learning opportunities, draw higher order
thinking from ALL students, assess learning to offer feedback to students, assess learner preferences, as well as cognitive styles
and multiple intelligences, determine student comprehension and requirements for reteaching, build students' metacognitive power
to self-assess their own learning, and use assessment strategies to build a positive learning culture and energize your students!
Differentiated instruction is a nice idea, but what happens when it comes to assessing and grading students? What's both fair and leads to
real student learning? An internationally recognized expert on grading practices, Rick Wormeli first examined these questions 10 years ago in
the first edition of Fair Isn't Always Equal. In this thoroughly updated second edition, Rick provides a catalyst for serious reflection on current
grading and assessment practices in differentiated classrooms. Coherent and effective standards-based grading practices for a high-stakes,
accountability-focused world is also outlined. Recognizing the importance of having a shared school vision for assessment and grading, Rick
addresses the challenges for teachers and administrators alike. Middle- and high-school educators will easily recognize real examples and
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gray areas of grading. Rick tackles important and sometimes controversial assessment and grading issues constructively, incorporating
modern pedagogy and the challenges of working with diverse groups of students. New sections address sports eligibility, honor roll,
descriptive feedback techniques, and gifted/talented students, and chapters on test questions, redos/retakes, grading scales, and grading
effort and behavior have been revised extensively. This important book clearly explains the principles behind best grading practices so that
you're ready for all grading questions or scenarios that you may encounter in your classrooms and schools.
This book has been replaced by Assessment for Reading Instruction, Fourth Edition, ISBN 978-1-4625-4157-7.
What does formative assessment look like, and when should I use it? What kind of planning does it require, and what kinds of data does it
generate? How will formative assessment improve my teaching and help my students succeed in a standards-based environment? How does
it relate to my application of multiple intelligences theory, to differentiated instruction, and to everything else I'm already doing in my
classroom? In this volume, author Laura Greenstein has gathered what you really need to know in order to make formative assessment a
seamless part of your everyday practice. Emphasizing formative assessment application in secondary schools but applicable to teachers of
all grade levels and all subject areas, this book provides * Straightforward answers to teachers' most frequently asked questions * Dozens of
strategies for measuring student understanding and diagnosing learning needs before, during, and after instruction * Illustrations of formative
assessment across the content areas, from math to language arts to science to social studies to health and physical education * Guidance on
making data-informed instructional adjustments * Sample templates for organizing assessment data to track both whole-class and individual
progress toward identified goals * Case studies to illustrate effective and ineffective formative assessment and deepen your understanding If
you're looking to take formative assessment from theory to practice—and from practice to genuine learning improvement—this is the place to
begin.
A dynamic look at assessment and grading through the lens of differentiated instruction.
The Common Core State Standards require all students to think in complex and creative ways and apply classroom learning in new contexts.
Yet many teachers already struggle with reaching all learners, who come to school with varied levels of readiness, interests, and learning
profiles. What to do now that the expectations are even higher? Differentiated instruction experts Carol Ann Tomlinson and Marcia B. Imbeau
offer practical, thoughtful advice on how to plan, deliver, and assess instruction that meets this new level of challenge. Combining the goals of
the Common Core with the principles of differentiation, the authors present an eight-step process to help teachers make rich, intellectually
rigorous curriculum accessible to a very broad range of students. With examples across grade levels and content areas and a checklist for
reflection on the eight steps, this timely publication will show you how to meet high expectations with responsive instruction and help all your
students grow as thinkers and problem solvers.
A teacher presents a lesson, and at the end asks students if they understand the material. The students nod and say they get it. Later, the
teacher is dismayed when many of the students fail a test on the material. Why aren’t students getting it? And, just as important, why didn’t
the teacher recognize the problem? In Checking for Understanding, Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey show how to increase students’
understanding with the help of creative formative assessments. When used regularly, formative assessments enable every teacher to
determine what students know and what they still need to learn. Fisher and Frey explore a variety of engaging activities that check for and
increase understanding, including interactive writing, portfolios, multimedia presentations, audience response systems, and much more. This
new 2nd edition of Checking for Understanding has been updated to reflect the latest thinking in formative assessment and to show how the
concepts apply in the context of Fisher and Frey’s work on gradual release of responsibility, guided instruction, formative assessment
systems, data analysis, and quality instruction. Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey are the creators of the Framework for Intentional and
Targeted (FIT) Teaching™. They are also the authors of numerous ASCD books, including The Formative Assessment Action Plan: Practical
Steps to More Successful Teaching and Learning and the best-selling Enhancing RTI: How to Ensure Success with Effective Classroom
Instruction and Intervention.
Are you picking up all your students' work is trying to tell you? In this book, assessment expert Susan M. Brookhart and instructional coach
Alice Oakley walk teachers through a better and more illuminating way to approach student work across grade levels and content areas.
You’ll learn to view students' assignments not as a verdict on right or wrong but as a window into what students "got" and how they are
thinking about it. The insight you'll gain will help you * Infer what students are thinking, * Provide effective feedback, * Decide on next
instructional moves, and * Grow as a professional. Brookhart and Oakley then guide teachers through the next steps: clarify learning goals,
increase the quality of classroom assessments, deepen your content and pedagogical knowledge, study student work with colleagues, and
involve students in the formative learning cycle. The book's many authentic examples of student work and teacher insights, coaching tips,
and reflection questions will help readers move from looking at student work for correctness to looking at student work as evidence of student
thinking.
This book by Sheryn Spencer Waterman follows the bestselling Handbook on Differentiated Instruction for Middle and High Schools. With
numerous examples and strategies, it is an all-inclusive manual on assessing student readiness, interests, learning and thinking styles. It
includes examples of: Pre-, Formative and Summative assessments -Informal and formal assessments -Oral and written assessments
-Project and performance assessments -Highly structured and enrichment assessments for struggling to gifted students -Assessment tools
and rubrics

For middle and high school teachers teachers of social studies and English, this book is filled with examples of
instructional strategies that address students’ readiness levels, interests, and learning preferences. It shows teachers
how to formatively assess their students by addressing differentiated learning targets. Included are detailed examples of
differentiated formative assessment schedules plus tips on how to collaborate with others to improve assessment
processes. Teachers will learn how to adjust instruction for the whole class, for small groups, and for individuals. They
will also uncover step-by-step procedures for creating their own lessons infused with opportunities to formatively assess
students who participate in differentiated learning activities.
Differentiated instruction is a nice idea, but what happens when it comes to assessing and grading students? What's both
fair and leads to real student learning? Fair Isn't Always Equal answers that question and much more. Rick Wormeli
offers the latest research and common sense thinking that teachers and administrators seek when it comes to
assessment and grading in differentiated classes. Filled with real examples and “gray” areas that middle and high school
educators will easily recognize, Rick tackles important and sometimes controversial assessment and grading issues
constructively. The book covers high-level concepts, ranging from “rationale for differentiating assessment and grading”
to “understanding mastery” as well as the nitty-gritty details of grading and assessment, such as: whether to incorporate
effort, attendance, and behavior into academic grades; whether to grade homework; setting up grade books and report
cards to reflect differentiated practices; principles of successful assessment; how to create useful and fair test questions,
including how to grade such prompts efficiently; whether to allow students to re-do assessments for full credit. This
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thorough and practical guide also includes a special section for teacher leaders that explores ways to support colleagues
as they move toward successful assessment and grading practices for differentiated classrooms.
This analysis of emerging practices of collaboration in planning and public policy presents a new theory of collaborative
rationality to overcome the challenges of complexity, fragmentation, uncertainty and global processes. This is insightful
reading that will move both practice and scholarship to new levels.
Presents a variety of assessments, lesson plans, and activities for use across the curriculum.
Offers more than seventy-five planning models, templates, matrixes, rubrics, graphic organizers, checklists, and
questionnaires to help teachers make the right decisions about instruction and assessment on an individual basis.
How to plan and implement differentiation using practical strategies, teacher-friendly directions, and time-saving
techniques.
Looking for advice and guidance on how to implement differentiated instruction throughout your school? Learn from the
experts. Administrators and teachers alike will find viable ideas and answers to questions as leaders at two schools share
milestones and vignettes from their real-life experiences in converting entire faculties to this dynamic approach to
teaching and learning. The authors balance broadly applicable guidance with specific illustrations of how two schools—a
middle-income elementary school and a mixed-income high school—experienced the change process in dramatically
different ways. In both instances, the new approach to teaching and learning had sweeping, positive results for staff and
students. Carol Ann Tomlinson, Kay Brimijoin, and Lane Narvaez have combined their expertise with differentiation in
schools—including professional development, research, leadership, coaching, and teaching—to highlight factors that
contributed to the continuing success of school reinvention efforts such as *Approaching change with the particular
school culture in mind. *Leading a staff toward change with appropriate pushes, pauses, and acknowledgments.
*Fostering continued growth in understanding and skill with differentiation in the classroom. *Encouraging teachers to
reinforce one another's strengths. *Monitoring progress toward expanded flexibility in instructional approaches. *Nurturing
teacher leaders who can sustain the effort beyond one principal's tenure. *Providing strong support and role models for
deep and broad changes in the school's teaching practices and learning potential. Every educator seeking to move
beyond isolated efforts to differentiate instruction will find practical support and inspiration in this book. At the same time,
you'll gain understanding about the key characteristics needed for deep, lasting instructional change that taps into the
learning potential of all students in your classrooms and schools.
Offers proven ideas for how to match instructional approaches to the readiness, interests, and talents of all students.
"Learner-centered classrooms rely on teachers who are willing to change and grow, and on school leaders who are
willing to intelligently support them. Change is never easy, but teaching has never been easy, either. Its goal is too grand
for ease." Carol Ann Tomlinson's role in defining and popularizing differentiated instruction has made her one of the most
influential voices in modern education. In So Each May Soar, she illuminates the next step forward: creating learnercentered classrooms to help all students gain a deeper understanding of themselves, others, and the world. Join
Tomlinson as she explores principles and practices of learner-centered classrooms, including * What it means for
teachers to honor themselves, each learner, and the content they teach. * How to assemble a curriculum that ignites
students' imaginations and drives discovery. * How to guide classroom experiences that develop the mind of each learner
in accordance with that learner's marvelous individuality. * How to shape curriculum, assessment, and instruction to
support both equity and excellence. Use this book's curated collection of strategies to reconnect with professional and
personal aspirations, build an energized and mutually respectful classroom community, and deliver instruction that feels
alive to you and your students. Examples from all kinds of learner-centered classrooms clarify what this approach looks
like across grade levels and subject areas and confirm its viability in schools with budgets both big and small. A musthave touchstone for veterans, a beacon for middle-career educators, and a mission statement for those just beginning
their careers, So Each May Soar celebrates the commitment of teachers and the opportunity they have to help each
young person in their care build a better future and lead a wonderful life.
The second edition of Assessing Differentiated Student Products provides educators with tremendous opportunities to
differentiate instruction and facilitate continuous progress for every student. This book provides teachers with everything
needed to develop and assess products developed by students. The book includes a list of suggested products; more
than 100 DAP tools that assess content, presentation, creativity, and reflection at three tier levels using a multilevel
performance scale for a variety of products; and detailed information on how to use these tools in the classroom. By
encouraging the use of varied products to demonstrate what students have learned, DAP tools engage children,
motivate, have real-world connections, require high-level thinking and problem-solving skills, accommodate learning
preferences, allow for self-expression and creativity, promote ownership and pride in one's work, and develop lifelong
learners.
Teacher teams' common formative assessments are critical to the professional learning community (PLC) process.
Although educators' intent in using assessments has its importance, the manner in which they use the assessments
carries much more significance. In order to make educated decisions and improve instruction, educators must collect
information through comprehensive assessments that consider all levels of their organization. These teachers and
leaders also need credibility, authenticity, practicality, and passion. Collaborative Common Assessments: Teamwork.
Instruction. Results. presents the practical steps teacher teams must take to create clear, comprehensive assessment
systems and continually improve their results for students, teachers, and their PLCs. Cassandra Erkens aims to show
teacher teams and administrators why and how to make these gains through collaborative assessment design, delivery,
and data analysis.
Formative assessment is one of the best ways to increase student learning and enhance teacher quality. But effective
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formative assessment is not part of most classrooms, largely because teachers misunderstand what it is and don't have
the necessary skills to implement it. In the updated 2nd edition of this practical guide for school leaders, authors Connie
M. Moss and Susan M. Brookhart define formative assessment as an active, continual process in which teachers and
students work together—every day, every minute—to gather evidence of learning, always keeping in mind three guiding
questions: Where am I going? Where am I now? What strategy or strategies can help me get to where I need to go?
Chapters focus on the six interrelated elements of formative assessment: (1) shared learning targets and criteria for
success, (2) feedback that feeds learning forward, (3) student self-assessment and peer assessment, (4) student goal
setting, (5) strategic teacher questioning, and (6) student engagement in asking effective questions. Using specific
examples based on their extensive work with teachers, the authors provide - Strategic talking points and conversation
starters to address common misconceptions about formative assessment; - Practical classroom strategies to share with
teachers that cultivate students as self-regulated, assessment-capable learners; - Ways to model the elements of
formative assessment in conversations with teachers about their professional learning; - "What if" scenarios and advice
for how to deal with them; and - Questions for reflection to gauge understanding and progress. As Moss and Brookhart
emphasize, the goal is not to "do" formative assessment, but to embrace a major cultural change that moves away from
teacher-led instruction to a partnership of intentional inquiry between student and teacher, with better teaching and
learning as the outcome.
How can we really evaluate teacher effectiveness? Systems of teacher appraisal and evaluation are being created
across the world in order to monitor and assess teacher performance. But do the models used really give a fair
evaluation? Based on international research, the authors argue that teacher effectiveness is too narrowly conceptualised
and methods of measuring it are not attuned to the real contexts in which teachers work. They propose a model of
differential teacher effectiveness which takes into account that: * teachers may be more effective with some categories of
students than with others * teachers may be more effective with some teaching contexts than others * teachers may be
more effective with some subjects or components than with others. Building on and developing previous research on
models of teacher effectiveness and current theories, the authors open up possible new debates which will be of interest
to academics and researchers working in this area throughout the world.
This book by Sheryn Spencer Waterman follows the bestselling Handbook on Differentiated Instruction for Middle and
High Schools. With numerous examples and strategies, it is an all-inclusive manual on assessing student readiness,
interests, learning and thinking styles. It includes examples of Pre-, Formative and Summative assessments Informal and
formal assessments Oral and written assessments Project and performance assessments Highly structured and
enrichment assessments for struggling to gifted students Assessment tools and rubrics
Although much has changed in schools in recent years, the power of differentiated instruction remains the same—and the
need for it has only increased. Today's classroom is more diverse, more inclusive, and more plugged into technology
than ever before. And it's led by teachers under enormous pressure to help decidedly unstandardized students meet an
expanding set of rigorous, standardized learning targets. In this updated second edition of her best-selling classic work,
Carol Ann Tomlinson offers these teachers a powerful and practical way to meet a challenge that is both very modern
and completely timeless: how to divide their time, resources, and efforts to effectively instruct so many students of
various backgrounds, readiness and skill levels, and interests. With a perspective informed by advances in research and
deepened by more than 15 years of implementation feedback in all types of schools, Tomlinson explains the theoretical
basis of differentiated instruction, explores the variables of curriculum and learning environment, shares dozens of
instructional strategies, and then goes inside elementary and secondary classrooms in nearly all subject areas to
illustrate how real teachers are applying differentiation principles and strategies to respond to the needs of all learners.
This book's insightful guidance on what to differentiate, how to differentiate, and why lays the groundwork for bringing
differentiated instruction into your own classroom or refining the work you already do to help each of your wonderfully
unique learners move toward greater knowledge, more advanced skills, and expanded understanding. Today more than
ever, The Differentiated Classroom is a must-have staple for every teacher's shelf and every school's professional
development collection.
For middle and high school teachers of mathematics and science, this book is filled with examples of instructional
strategies that address students’ readiness levels, interests, and learning preferences. It shows teachers how to
formatively assess their students by addressing differentiated learning targets. Included are detailed examples of
differentiated formative assessment schedules, plus tips on how to collaborate with others to improve assessment
processes. Teachers will learn how to adjust instruction for the whole class, for small groups, and for individuals. They
will also uncover step-by-step procedures for creating their own lessons infused with opportunities to formatively assess
students who participate in differentiated learning activities.
This book shows middle and high school teachers in differentiated classrooms how to integrate assessment into the teaching and learning
process. With examples from real classrooms, this book demonstrates how to use a wide variety of assessment to better address the needs
of your students with regard to their learning style, level of cognitive ability, skill level, interests, etc. Included are detailed examples of both
formative and summative assessments.
Integrating DI and RTI in the elementary grades While differentiated instruction is familiar to most educators, the principles and practices of
Response to Intervention (RTI) are still emerging. This helpful guide examines the relationship between differentiated instruction and RTI
through the eyes of the classroom teacher. Included are direct, clear, and practical strategies for simultaneously implementing DI and RTI
that focus on classroom application rather than theory. Key topics include: How RTI and DI can work together How to analyze data as a basis
for instruction How to apply RTI and DI to each individual student
Practical strategies, activities, and assessments help teachers differentiate lessons to meet the individual needs, styles, and abilities of
students. Each unit of study includes key concepts, discussion topics, vocabulary, and assessments in addition to a wide range of activities
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for visual, logical, verbal, musical, and kinesthetic learners. Helpful extras include generic strategies and activities for differentiating lessons
and McREL content standards.
Shows how to combine two effective frameworks to provide a comprehensive approach to ensure all students are learning at maximum
levels.
This comprehensive resource demonstrates how to combine co-teaching with differentiated instruction for all diverse learners using universal
design for learning (UDL) and a unique retrofit approach.
Education is a hot topic. From the stage of presidential debates to tonight's dinner table, it is an issue that most Americans are deeply
concerned about. While there are many strategies for improving the educational process, we need a way to find out what works and what
doesn't work as well. Educational assessment seeks to determine just how well students are learning and is an integral part of our quest for
improved education. The nation is pinning greater expectations on educational assessment than ever before. We look to these assessment
tools when documenting whether students and institutions are truly meeting education goals. But we must stop and ask a crucial question:
What kind of assessment is most effective? At a time when traditional testing is subject to increasing criticism, research suggests that new,
exciting approaches to assessment may be on the horizon. Advances in the sciences of how people learn and how to measure such learning
offer the hope of developing new kinds of assessments-assessments that help students succeed in school by making as clear as possible the
nature of their accomplishments and the progress of their learning. Knowing What Students Know essentially explains how expanding
knowledge in the scientific fields of human learning and educational measurement can form the foundations of an improved approach to
assessment. These advances suggest ways that the targets of assessment-what students know and how well they know it-as well as the
methods used to make inferences about student learning can be made more valid and instructionally useful. Principles for designing and
using these new kinds of assessments are presented, and examples are used to illustrate the principles. Implications for policy, practice, and
research are also explored. With the promise of a productive research-based approach to assessment of student learning, Knowing What
Students Know will be important to education administrators, assessment designers, teachers and teacher educators, and education
advocates.
Carol Ann Tomlinson and Tonya R. Moon take an in-depth look at assessment and show how differentiation can improve the process in all
grade levels and subject areas. After discussing differentiation in general, the authors focus on how differentiation applies to various forms of
assessment--pre-assessment, formative assessment, and summative assessment--and to grading and report cards. Readers learn how
differentiation can --Capture student interest and increase motivation --Clarify teachers' understanding about what is most important to teach
--Enhance students' and teachers' belief in student learning capacity; and --Help teachers understand their students' individual similarities
and differences so they can reach more students, more effectively Throughout, Tomlinson and Moon emphasize the importance of
maintaining a consistent focus on the essential knowledge, understandings, and skills that all students must acquire, no matter what their
starting point. Detailed scenarios illustrate how assessment differentiation can occur in three realms (student readiness, interest, and learning
style or preference) and how it can improve assessment validity and reliability and decrease errors and teacher bias. Grounded in research
and the authors' teaching experience, Assessment and Student Success in a Differentiated Classroom outlines a common-sense approach
that is both thoughtful and practical, and that empowers teachers and students to discover, strive for, and achieve their true potential.
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