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Fatal Dive: Solving the World War II Mystery of the USS Grunion by Peter F. Stevens
reveals the incredible true story of the search for and discovery of the USS Grunion.
Discovered in 2006 after a decades-long, high-risk search by the Abele brothers—whose
father commanded the submarine and met his untimely death aboard it—one question
remained: what sank the USS Grunion? Was it a round from a Japanese ship, a
catastrophic mechanical failure, or something else—one of the sub’s own torpedoes?
For almost half the war, submarine skippers’ complaints about the MK 14 torpedo’s
dangerous flaws were ignored by naval brass, who sent the subs out with the defective
weapon. Fatal Dive is the first book that documents the entire saga of the ship and its
crew and provides compelling evidence that the Grunion was a victim of “The Great
Torpedo Scandal of 1941-43.” Fatal Dive finally lays to rest one of World War II’s
greatest mysteries.
In 1942, twelve-year-old Calvin Graham found himself in the midst of an intense battle
an explosion had damaged his ship, the USS South Dakota. Experience the story of
one of the youngest people to serve in World War II.
Traces the dramatic story of the submarine force that changed the course of World War
II through strategic campaigns involving Japan's merchant fleet and economy, revealing
the formidable obstacles faced by the crews of three submarines.
This volume, World War II Wrecks of the Truk Lagoon, is primarily intended for the
reader who is interested in the Pacific War against the Japanese and for wreck diving
enthusiasts. It is an in-depth study of the occupation and build-up of Truk into an
important island stronghold functioning as a vital air base and headquarters for the
Japanese Navys Combined Fleet. When Truk became the next potential roadblock for
the American Pacific Fleet in its advance towards the Japanese Empire, the shipping,
aircraft, and installations were targeted by US Navy carrier striking forces. Much new
information is presented about the Operation HAILSTONE raids of February 17-18,
1944 and the follow-up US fast carrier raids of April 29-30, 1944 for the first time. There
is new emphasis on the aerial combat between the Japanese and American planes
along with information on installations and defenses. This book is the most complete
and detailed works about the ship and aircraft wrecks remaining in the lagoon, the
legacy from World War II. A total of 173 maps and drawings, 101 black and white
photos, and 150 color plates are included.
Meet Judy: an English Pointer and member of her Majesty's Royal Navy who served
bravely alongside her crew during World War II. When her ship was sunk by the enemy,
Judy became the only canine prisoner of war of the Japanese. Join Judy on her
incredible journey from puppy to soldier to POW as she narrates her story of survival
and heroism. This "dog's-eye view" takes readers into the heart of the naval action of
WWII and will leave you cheering for Judy and her human companions as they
overcome countless obstacles and prove time and again why a dog really is man's best
friend.
When the Nazis invaded Denmark on Tuesday, April 9, 1940, the people of this tiny
country to the north of Germany awoke to a devastating surprise. The government of
Denmark surrendered quietly, and the Danes were ordered to go about their daily lives
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as if nothing had changed. But everything had changed. Award-winning author Deborah
Hopkinson traces the stories of the heroic young men and women who would not stand
by as their country was occupied by a dangerous enemy. Rather, they fought back.
Some were spies, passing tactical information to the British; some were saboteurs, who
aimed to hamper and impede Nazi operations in Denmark; and 95% of the Jewish
population of Denmark were survivors, rescued by their fellow countrymen, who had the
courage and conscience that drove them to act. With her talent for digging deep in her
research and weaving real voices into her narratives, Hopkinson reveals the thrilling
truth behind one of WWII's most daring resistance movements.
In the bestselling tradition of Indianapolis and In Harm’s Way comes a
“captivating…gripping” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review) account of the USS Plunkett—a
US Navy destroyer that sustained the most harrowing attack on any Navy ship by the
Germans during World War II, later made famous by John Ford and Herman Wouk. “A
reflection on the nature of storytelling itself” (The Wall Street Journal), Unsinkable
traces the individual journeys of five men on one ship from Casablanca in North Africa,
to Sicily and Salerno in Italy and then on to Plunkett’s defining moment at Anzio, where
a dozen-odd German bombers bore down on the ship in an assault so savage, so
prolonged, and so deadly that one Navy commander was hard-pressed to think of
another destroyer that had endured what Plunkett had. After a three-month overhaul
and with a reputation rising as the “fightin’est ship” in the Navy, Plunkett (DD-431)
plunged back into the war at Omaha Beach on D-Day, and again into battle during the
invasion of Southern France—perhaps the only Navy ship to participate in every Allied
invasion in the European theatre. Featuring five incredibly brave men—the indomitable
skipper, who will receive the Navy Cross; the gunnery officer, who bucks the captain
every step of the way to Anzio; a first lieutenant, who’s desperate to get off the ship
and into the Pacific; a seventeen-year-old water tender, who’s trying to hold onto his
hometown girl against all odds, and another water tender, who mans a 20mm gun when
under aerial assault—the dramatic story of each plays out on the decks of the Plunkett
as the ship’s story escalates on the stage of the Mediterranean. Based on Navy logs,
war diaries, action reports, letters, journals, memoirs, and dozens of interviews with the
men who were on the ship and their families, Unsinkable is a timeless evocation of
young men stepping up to the defining experience of their lives. “If you were moved by
Norman Maclean’s A River Runs Through It, by William Kent Krueger’s This Tender
Land…by the values we hold dear, decency, sacrifice, steadfastness, then Unsinkable
will take you to a place long dead in your soul, and flood it with light” (Doug Stanton, #1
New York Times bestselling author of Horse Soldiers).
A long-awaited English translation of the groundbreaking oral history of women in World
War II across Europe and Russia—from the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • The
Guardian • NPR • The Economist • Milwaukee Journal Sentinel • Kirkus Reviews For
more than three decades, Svetlana Alexievich has been the memory and conscience of
the twentieth century. When the Swedish Academy awarded her the Nobel Prize, it
cited her invention of “a new kind of literary genre,” describing her work as “a history of
emotions . . . a history of the soul.” In The Unwomanly Face of War, Alexievich
chronicles the experiences of the Soviet women who fought on the front lines, on the
home front, and in the occupied territories. These women—more than a million in
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total—were nurses and doctors, pilots, tank drivers, machine-gunners, and snipers. They
battled alongside men, and yet, after the victory, their efforts and sacrifices were
forgotten. Alexievich traveled thousands of miles and visited more than a hundred
towns to record these women’s stories. Together, this symphony of voices reveals a
different aspect of the war—the everyday details of life in combat left out of the official
histories. Translated by the renowned Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky, The
Unwomanly Face of War is a powerful and poignant account of the central conflict of
the twentieth century, a kaleidoscopic portrait of the human side of war. THE WINNER
OF THE NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE “for her polyphonic writings, a monument to
suffering and courage in our time.” “A landmark.”—Timothy Snyder, author of On
Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century “An astonishing book, harrowing
and life-affirming . . . It deserves the widest possible readership.”—Paula Hawkins,
author of The Girl on the Train “Alexievich has gained probably the world’s deepest,
most eloquent understanding of the post-Soviet condition. . . . [She] has consistently
chronicled that which has been intentionally forgotten.”—Masha Gessen, National Book
Award–winning author of The Future Is History
World War II Wrecks of Palau is a coffee table sized volume containing historical
documentation of the Japanese occupation of Palau and descriptions of the US aerial
campaigns, Operation DESECRATE ONE, the SNAPSHOT Operation, and the
preliminary actions of the STALEMATE II Operation against this important WW II
Japanese naval base. The story line follows the attacks from the US carrier strike plane
launchings to the sinking of ships and the shooting down of aircraft from information
derived from ship and aircraft reports, action photos, communication and photo
intelligence files, and continues with underwater photo documentation and descriptions
of the ship and aircraft wrecks. Further detailed information is included regarding the
installations and defenses with illustrations showing their locations. A total of 69
illustrations (diagrams, maps and line drawings), 60 black and white photos, and 36
color plates are included within the book. In addition, there are reference appendices on
Japanese ship construction, aerial mine characteristics, aircraft rockets, and Palaus
mysterious treasure wreck. This book is an excellent addition to any serious World War
II enthusiasts or wreck divers library and any diver/tourist who has traveled to Palau or
plans to do so in the future.
"Training Detachment 700 ... Kriegsmarine-Lehrkommando 700"--P. 143-144.
Audisee® eBooks with Audio combine professional narration and sentence highlighting
to engage reluctant readers! In the 1940s, Adolf Hitler and his Nazi German forces
were taking control of European countries. They killed and assaulted people, stealing
food and other supplies for themselves. Many in the occupied areas felt helpless. But
others fought back. Resistance fighters throughout Europe sabotaged equipment and
supply lines, gave false information to the enemy, gathered and shared intelligence with
the Allied military forces, and hid and rescued threatened Jews. Learn more about the
individuals who were not part of any official military group but who found creative ways
to quietly fight the Nazis.
Through first-hand accounts, interviews with survivors, powerful images, and primary
sources, award-winning children's author Cheryl Mullenbach brings to life the pre-war
environment in both America and Europe. Torpedoed! vividly re-creates the events
surrounding the sinking of the SS Athenia, the first ship lost in the battle of the Atlantic
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during World War II. The amazing stories of fear and hope are recounted through the
words of two American children onboard that day.
In the tradition of Hidden Figures and The Girls of Atomic City, Code Girls is the
amazing true story of the young American women who cracked German and Japanese
military codes during World War II. More than ten thousand women served as
codebreakers during World War II, recruited by the U.S. Army and Navy. While their
brothers and boyfriends took up arms, these women moved to the nation's capital to
learn the top secret art of code breaking. Through their work, the "code girls" helped
save countless lives and were vital in ending the war. But due to the top secret nature
of their accomplishments, these women have never been able to talk about their
story--until now. Through dazzling research and countless interviews with the surviving
code girls, Liza Mundy brings their story to life with zeal, grace, and passion. Abridged
and adapted for a middle grade audience, Code Girls brings this important story to
young readers for the first time, showcasing this vital story of American courage,
service, and scientific accomplishment.
75 YEARS AGO, ONE DARING PILOT MAY HAVE CHANGED THE COURSE OF
HISTORY WHEN HE STRUCK AND SANK TWO JAPANESE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS
AT THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY -- "THE DECISIVE CONTEST FOR CONTROL OF THE
PACIFIC IN WORLD WAR II” (NEW YORK TIMES). NOW, AT LAST, LEGENDARY
DIVE-BOMBER “DUSTY” KLEISS DELIVERS A GRIPPING AND INSPIRING
EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT OF AMERICA’S GREATEST NAVAL VICTORY On the
morning of June 4, 1942, high above the tiny Pacific atoll of Midway, Lt. (j.g.) "Dusty"
Kleiss burst out of the clouds and piloted his SBD Dauntless into a near-vertical dive
aimed at the heart of Japan’s Imperial Navy, which six months earlier had ruthlessly
struck Pearl Harbor. The greatest naval battle in history raged around him, its outcome
hanging in the balance as the U.S. desperately searched for its first major victory of the
Second World War. Then, in a matter of seconds, Dusty Kleiss’s daring 20,000-foot
dive helped forever alter the war’s trajectory. Plummeting through the air at 240 knots
amid blistering anti-aircraft fire, the twenty-six-year-old pilot from USS Enterprise’s elite
Scouting Squadron Six fixed on an invaluable target—the aircraft carrier Kaga, one of
Japan’s most important capital ships. He released three bombs at the last possible
instant, then desperately pulled out of his gut-wrenching 9-g dive. As his plane leveled
out just above the roiling Pacific Ocean, Dusty’s perfectly placed bombs struck the
carrier’s deck, and Kaga erupted into an inferno from which it would never recover.
Arriving safely back at Enterprise, Dusty was met with heartbreaking news: his best
friend was missing and presumed dead along with two dozen of their fellow naval
aviators. Unbowed, Dusty returned to the air that same afternoon and, remarkably,
would fatally strike another enemy carrier, Hiryu. Two days later, his deadeye aim
contributed to the destruction of a third Japanese warship, the cruiser Mikuma, thereby
making Dusty the only pilot from either side to land hits on three different ships, all of
which sank—losses that crippled the once-fearsome Japanese fleet. By battle’s end, the
humble young sailor from Kansas had earned his place in history—and yet he stayed
silent for decades, living quietly with his children and his wife, Jean, whom he married
less than a month after Midway. Now his extraordinary and long-awaited memoir, Never
Call Me a Hero, tells the Navy Cross recipient’s full story for the first time, offering an
unprecedentedly intimate look at the "the decisive contest for control of the Pacific in
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World War II" (New York Times)—and one man’s essential role in helping secure its
outcome. Dusty worked on this book for years with naval historians Timothy and Laura
Orr, aiming to publish Never Call Me a Hero for Midway’s seventy-fifth anniversary in
June 2017. Sadly, as the book neared completion in 2016, Dusty Kleiss passed away at
age 100, the last surviving dive-bomber pilot to have fought at Midway. And yet the
publication of Never Call Me a Hero is a cause for celebration: these pages are Dusty’s
remarkable legacy, providing a riveting eyewitness account of the Battle of Midway, and
an inspiring testimony to the brave men who fought, died, and shaped history during
those four extraordinary days in June, seventy-five years ago.
On December 7, 1941, as the great battleships Arizona, Oklahoma, and Utah lie
paralyzed and burning in the aftermath of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, a crack
team of U.S. Navy salvage divers headed by Edward C. Raymer are hurriedly flown to
Oahu from the mainland. The divers have been given a Herculean task: rescue the
sailors and Marines trapped below, and resurrect the pride of the Pacific fleet. Now for
the first time, the chief diver of the Pearl Harbor salvage operations, Cmdr. Edward C.
Raymer, USN (Ret.), tells the whole story of the desperate attempts to save
crewmembers caught inside their sinking ships. Descent into Darkness is the only book
available that describes the raising and salvage operations of sunken battleships
following the December 7th attack. Once Raymer and his crew of divers entered the
interiors of the sunken shipwrecks—attempting untested and potentially deadly diving
techniques—they experienced a world of total blackness, unable to see even the
faceplates of their helmets. By memorizing the ships’ blueprints and using their sense
of touch, the divers groped their way hundreds of feet inside the sunken vessels to
make repairs and salvage vital war material. The divers learned how to cope with such
unseen dangers as falling objects, sharks, the eerie presence of floating human bodies,
and the constant threat of Japanese attacks from above. Though many of these divers
were killed or seriously injured during the wartime salvage operations, on the whole
they had great success performing what seemed to be impossible jobs. Among their
credits, Raymer’s crew raised the sunken battleships USS West Virginia, USS Nevada,
USS California, After Pearl Harbor they moved on to other crucial salvage work off
Guadalcanal and the sites of other great sea battles.
The impeccably researched, deeply moving, never-before-told tale about a World War II
incarceration camp in Wyoming and its extraordinary high school football team—for fans
of The Boys in the Boat and The Storm on Our Shores. In the spring of 1942, the
United States government forced 120,000 Japanese Americans from their homes in
California, Oregon, Washington, and Arizona and sent them to incarceration camps
across the West. Nearly 14,000 of them landed on the outskirts of Cody, Wyoming, at
the base of Heart Mountain. Behind barbed wire fences, they faced racism, cruelty, and
frozen winters. Trying to recreate comforts from home, many established Buddhist
temples and sumo wrestling pits. Kabuki performances drew hundreds of
spectators—yet there was little hope. That is, until the fall of 1943, when the camp’s
high school football team, the Eagles, started its first season and finished it undefeated,
crushing the competition from nearby, predominantly white high schools. Amid all this
excitement, American politics continued to disrupt their lives as the federal government
drafted men from the camps for the front lines—including some of the Eagles. As the
team’s second season kicked off, the young men faced a choice to either join the Army
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or resist the draft. Teammates were divided, and some were jailed for their decisions.
The Eagles of Heart Mountain honors the resilience of extraordinary heroes and the
power of sports in a sweeping and inspirational portrait of one of the darkest moments
in American history.
Thunderbolt! The Extraordinary Story of a World War II Ace is the incredible true
life story of Robert S. Johnson, one of America's leading fighter pilot aces in
World War II. His memoir is an action-packed account of how a young man from
Lawton, Oklahoma went on to amass 28 enemy kills, the first U. S. Army Air
Force pilot in the European theater to surpass Eddie Rickenbacker's World War I
tally of 26 enemy planes destroyed. Johnson's detailed, vivid descriptions of
close-scrapes with Goering's elite fighters and his numerous other skirmishes
makes Thunderbolt! essential reading for World War 2 buffs.
Scheduled to coincide with the 100th anniversary of the tragic sinking of the
TITANIC, a topic that continues to haunt and thrill readers to this day, this book
by critically acclaimed author Deborah Hopkinson weaves together the voices
and stories of real TITANIC survivors and witnesses to the disaster -- from the
stewardess Violet Jessop to Captain Arthur Rostron of the CARPATHIA, who
came to the rescue of the sinking ship. Packed with heartstopping action,
devastating drama, fascinating historical details, loads of archival photographs on
almost every page, and quotes from primary sources, this gripping story, which
follows the TITANIC and its passengers from the ship's celebrated launch at
Belfast to her cataclysmic icy end, is sure to thrill and move readers.
An authentic account of one of the most pivotal battles of World War Two. The
World War Two invasion known as D-Day was one of the largest military
endeavours in history. It involved years of planning, total secrecy and not only
soldiers but also sailors, paratroopers and many specialists. Acclaimed author
Deborah Hopkinson weaves together the contributions of key players in D-Day in
a masterful tapestry of official documents, personal narratives and archival
photos to provide an action-packed and authentic account.
A nonfiction collection includes stories featuring mighty submarines and their
crews, from the tough subs that harassed the Japanese Navy during World War
II to the cat-and-mouse games played by U.S. and Soviet subs during the Cold
War.
Popularly known as the Douglas Dauntless, the U.S. Navy's SBD dive bomber
was well named. Though considered obsolete at the time of the attack on Pearl
Harbor, the Dauntless turned the tide of war in the Pacific with the destruction of
four Japanese carriers at the Battle of Midway, making its mark in aviation history
for sinking more enemy carriers than any other aircraft. Still in service at war's
end, the Dauntless was the only U.S. carrier aircraft in operation from Pearl
Harbor to V-J Day. The Dauntless was the only American Navy aircraft to fly in al
five of the naval engagements fought exclusively by aircraft carriers and was
credited with sinking the first Japanese fleet submarine and dropping the first
bombs on Japanese-occupied soil during the war. The SBD was also active in
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the Atlantic, sinking Vichy French shipping at Casablanca and German vessels in
Scandinavian waters. In between his authoritative accounts of these missions,
Barrett Tillman tells the rousing story of the men who took the "slow but deadly"
Dauntless into combat, loving her for her ruggedness and dependability while
wishing for more speed and firepower. Among the people he describes is the
pilot who nearly single-handedly knocked out a Japanese carrier and died in the
process, and SBD squadron that flew unexpectedly into the Pearl Harbor attack.
Filled with fascinating photographs, this book was widely acclaimed in 1976 when
first published and is now available for the first time in paperback.
Among the more than 260 American submarines that patrolled the Pacific during
World War II, the USS Swordfish in 1941 was the first to sink a Japanese armed
merchant ship, marking the beginning of the submarine's colorful history. A series
of seven commanders led Swordfish's 13 war patrols. Each skipper had a distinct
leadership style. Some were successful in sinking enemy ships; others returned
to port empty-handed. Yet all patrols risked dangerously close encounters with
the enemy and the unforgiving nature of the open sea. Drawing on archival
sources and interviews with veteran sailors, this first full-length history of the
Swordfish provides detailed accounts of each patrol and covers the mysterious
disappearance of the legendary submarine on its final mission.
An undersea adventure narrated from the suffocating depths of the ocean
floor—as time and oxygen are quickly running out—The Dive is the harrowing and
heroic story of the rescue of submarine Pisces III. They were out of their depth,
out of breath and out of time. Two men, trapped in a crippled submarine. Outside
was pitch darkness and the icy chill of the ocean’s depths—and the crushing
weight of 1,700 feet of water. On the surface a flotilla of ships and a rescue
operation under the command of an eccentric retired naval commander. For
three days, the world watched and held its breath. On August 29th, 1973, a
routine dive to the telecommunication cable that snakes along the Atlantic sea
bed went badly wrong. Pisces III, with Roger Chapman and Roger Mallinson
onboard, had tried to surface when a catastrophic fault suddenly sent the mini-
submarine tumbling to the ocean bed—almost half a mile below. Badly damaged,
buried nose first in a bed of sand, the submarine and the two men were now
trapped far beyond the depth of all previous sub-sea rescues. They had just two
days’ worth of oxygen. Rescue was three days away. The Dive reconstructs the
minute by minute race against time that took place to first locate Pisces III and
then execute the deepest rescue in maritime history. Ricocheting from the smoke
filled ‘war room’ at Vickers, the world famous ship-building headquarters, in
Barrow-in-Furness, to the surface vessels and then down to depths where three
separate dive teams and the mini-submarine struggled in darkness, this thrilling
adventure story shows how Britain, America, and Canada pooled their resources
into a ‘Brotherhood of the Sea’ dedicated to stopping the ocean depths from
claiming two of their own. Yet at the heart of The Dive is the human drama is the
relationship between Roger Chapman, the ebullient former naval officer, and
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Roger Mallinson, the studious engineer, sealed in a sunken sarcophagus, with air
quickly running out and help a long way off. For three days they would battle
against despair, fading hope, and carbon dioxide poisoning, taking the reader on
an emotional ride from the depths of defeat to a glimpse of the sun-dappled
surface.
Dive! World War II Stories of Sailors & Submarines in the Pacific tells the
incredible story of America's little known "war within a war" -- US submarine
warfare during World War II. Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the US
entered World War II in December 1941 with only 44 Naval submarines -- many
of them dating from the 1920s. With the Pacific battleship fleet decimated after
Pearl Harbor, it was up to the feisty and heroic sailors aboard the US submarines
to stop the Japanese invasion across the Pacific. Including breakouts highlighting
submarine life and unsung African-American and female war heroes, award-
winning author Deborah Hopkinson uses first-person accounts, archival
materials, official Naval documents, and photographs to bring the voices and
exploits of these brave service members to life.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER * “GRIPPING…THIS YARN HAS IT ALL.” —USA TODAY *
“A WONDERFUL BOOK.” —Christian Science Monitor * “ENTHRALLING.” —Kirkus Reviews
(starred review) * “A MUST-READ.” —Booklist (starred review) A human drama unlike any
other—the riveting and definitive full story of the worst sea disaster in United States naval
history. Just after midnight on July 30, 1945, the USS Indianapolis is sailing alone in the
Philippine Sea when she is sunk by two Japanese torpedoes. For the next five nights and four
days, almost three hundred miles from the nearest land, nearly nine hundred men battle
injuries, sharks, dehydration, insanity, and eventually each other. Only 316 will survive. For the
first time Lynn Vincent and Sara Vladic tell the complete story of the ship, her crew, and their
final mission to save one of their own in “a wonderful book…that features grievous mistakes,
extraordinary courage, unimaginable horror, and a cover-up…as complete an account of this
tragic tale as we are likely to have” (The Christian Science Monitor). It begins in 1932, when
Indianapolis is christened and continues through World War II, when the ship embarks on her
final world-changing mission: delivering the core of the atomic bomb to the Pacific for the strike
on Hiroshima. “Simply outstanding…Indianapolis is a must-read…a tour de force of true human
drama” (Booklist, starred review) that goes beyond the men’s rescue to chronicle the
survivors’ fifty-year fight for justice on behalf of their skipper, Captain Charles McVay III, who
is wrongly court-martialed for the sinking. “Enthralling…A gripping study of the greatest sea
disaster in the history of the US Navy and its aftermath” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review),
Indianapolis stands as both groundbreaking naval history and spellbinding narrative—and
brings the ship and her heroic crew back to full, vivid, unforgettable life. “Vincent and Vladic
have delivered an account that stands out through its crisp writing and superb
research…Indianapolis is sure to hold its own for a long time” (USA TODAY).
Sibert Award-winning author Hopkinson tells the incredible story of America's little known "war
within a war," the U.S. submarine warfare during World War II.
New York Times Bestseller In the tradition of Jon Krakauer’s Into Thin Air and Sebastian
Junger’s The Perfect Storm comes a true tale of riveting adventure in which two weekend
scuba divers risk everything to solve a great historical mystery–and make history themselves.
For John Chatterton and Richie Kohler, deep wreck diving was more than a sport. Testing
themselves against treacherous currents, braving depths that induced hallucinatory effects,
navigating through wreckage as perilous as a minefield, they pushed themselves to their limits
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and beyond, brushing against death more than once in the rusting hulks of sunken ships. But
in the fall of 1991, not even these courageous divers were prepared for what they found 230
feet below the surface, in the frigid Atlantic waters sixty miles off the coast of New Jersey: a
World War II German U-boat, its ruined interior a macabre wasteland of twisted metal, tangled
wires, and human bones–all buried under decades of accumulated sediment. No identifying
marks were visible on the submarine or the few artifacts brought to the surface. No historian,
expert, or government had a clue as to which U-boat the men had found. In fact, the official
records all agreed that there simply could not be a sunken U-boat and crew at that location.
Over the next six years, an elite team of divers embarked on a quest to solve the mystery.
Some of them would not live to see its end. Chatterton and Kohler, at first bitter rivals, would
be drawn into a friendship that deepened to an almost mystical sense of brotherhood with each
other and with the drowned U-boat sailors–former enemies of their country. As the men’s
marriages frayed under the pressure of a shared obsession, their dives grew more daring, and
each realized that he was hunting more than the identities of a lost U-boat and its nameless
crew. Author Robert Kurson’s account of this quest is at once thrilling and emotionally
complex, and it is written with a vivid sense of what divers actually experience when they meet
the dangers of the ocean’s underworld. The story of Shadow Divers often seems too amazing
to be true, but it all happened, two hundred thirty feet down, in the deep blue sea.
This book is a rare look at Soviet combat divers from the 1930s up to the end of World War II.
The initial formation of the military diving services, including diving reconnaissance and
sabotage units of the navy, and Red Army during the prewar years are described in detail. The
training of divers during the war years--including underwater exploration and sabotage, mine
clearance, emergency rescue, diving support landings, and river crossings--as well as their
operational combat use from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea, is also presented in concise
detail. The highly informative description of the diving gear, weapons, and equipment used by
divers-scouts and saboteurs features many photos, many of which are published here for the
first time.
Dive! World War II Stories of Sailors and Submarines in the PacificThe Incredible Story of U. S.
Submarines in WWIIScholastic Press
Sibert Honor author Deborah Hopkinson brings her signature research and action-packed
narrative style to one of the most crucial battles of WWII. The WWII invasion known as D-Day
was the largest military endeavor in history. By June 6, 1944, Hitler and his allies had a strong
grip on the European continent, where Nazi Germany was engaged in the mass extermination
of the Jewish people. The goal of D-Day was the total defeat of Hitler's regime, and the
defense of free democracies everywhere. Knowing they had to breach the French coast, the
US, Great Britain, and Canada planned for the impossible. D-Day was an invasion not for
conquest, but liberation, and required years to plan and total secrecy to keep the advantage of
surprise. Once deployed, Operation Overlord involved soldiers, sailors, paratroopers, and
specialists. Acclaimed author Deborah Hopkinson weaves together the contributions of not
only D-Day's famous players, but African Americans, women, journalists, and service members
in a masterful tapestry of official documents, personal narratives, and archival photos to bring
this decisive battle to vivid, thrilling life.
One of the greatest fears in life that many people share is that of drowning. Others fear being
encased in small cramped spaces with no way out. Those that operate submarines face both.
These unique machines are a fairly newer wave in combat at sea. Learn about the origin of the
submarine. Where were they created to begin with? You may be surprised to find out about
some of the earliest prototypes and how the concept got started. What country began to use
them early on and how was the success? Find out about the pivotal role of the submarine in
WWII. The usage and development of battle strategies may have turned the tide of war. Read
about the heroic men that made the tough decisions to go down with the ship in order to
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maintain the secrets of the United States. The capture and extraction of information could have
given the Germans a winning advantage. Read about Britain's midget sub fleet and how they
influenced the modern mini-sub used by today's Special Forces. Find out what the wolfpack is
and how that formation created a nearly unstoppable offensive charge against the ships it took
on. While the technology has changed, the courage and bravery that sub crews show with
every mission is still the same. Journey through the origins of the original submarine crews and
discovery history in a whole new light! Comments From Other Readers "I've read many books
on World WarII and submarine warfare. This is one of the best I've read. The writer puts you in
the submarine. Not only is his writing good but his research is extensive and accurate. He
weaves a story that shows the compassion and dedication of the silent service. This is a must
read for anyone interested in submarine warfare!" - Jared (Hawaii, US) "I read just about any
WWII history book I can get my hands on, be it navy, army, air corps or marines. This is one of
the best I've read on submarines. The selflessness of this and all brave crews living in
cramped, smelly, over heated tin cans is amazing. I doubt I could ever do that. I'm amazed at
the sacrifice and courage of these men. The author really puts a face to the battles that
happened under the water, securing the seas for the victory of the allied forces. Simply
wonderful!" - Anna (Minnesota, US) Tags: Pacific, Medal of Honor, Coast Guard, Marine,
World War II, World War II, WWII, Naval Battle, American War, Voices of the Pacific, World
War 2, History, warfare, a higher call, Adolf Hitler, Soldier Story, war, war stories, bravery,
military, D-Day, Pearl Harbor, Stalingrad, Unbroken, Laura Hillenbrand, Wild Bill Donovan,
Douglas Waller, The Monuments Men, Allied Heroes, A Higher Call, The Dead and Those
About to Die, The Guns at Last Light, The Longest Day, An Army at Dawn, Killing Patton, A
spy at the heart of the Third Reich, A Higher Call, Forgotten 500, submarines, subs, midget
subs, wolfpack, Thunder Below, USS Barb, Submarine Warfare, Grey wolf grey sea, Eugene
B. Fluckey, Wahoo, submarine patrols, shadow divers, operation storm, UBoat, German U-
Boat
Sibert Honor author Deborah Hopkinson illuminates the true stories of Jewish children who fled
Nazi Germany, risking everything to escape to safety on the Kindertransport. An NCTE Orbis
Pictus recommended book and a Sydney Taylor Book Award Notable Title. Ruth David was
growing up in a small village in Germany when Adolf Hitler rose to power in the 1930s. Under
the Nazi Party, Jewish families like Ruth's experienced rising anti-Semitic restrictions and
attacks. Just going to school became dangerous. By November 1938, anti-Semitism erupted
into Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass, and unleashed a wave of violence and forced
arrests.Days later, desperate volunteers sprang into action to organize the Kindertransport, a
rescue effort to bring Jewish children to England. Young people like Ruth David had to say
good-bye to their families, unsure if they'd ever be reunited. Miles from home, the
Kindertransport refugees entered unrecognizable lives, where food, clothes -- and, for many of
them, language and religion -- were startlingly new. Meanwhile, the onset of war and the
Holocaust visited unimaginable horrors on loved ones left behind. Somehow, these rescued
children had to learn to look forward, to hope.Through the moving and often heart-wrenching
personal accounts of Kindertransport survivors, critically acclaimed and award-winning author
Deborah Hopkinson paints the timely and devastating story of how the rise of Hitler and the
Nazis tore apart the lives of so many families and what they were forced to give up in order to
save these children.
October, 1942. The United States and the Empire of Japan are at war. Charlie Harrison, a
young and ambitious lieutenant, reports for duty aboard the S-55, a worn-out WWI-era
submarine. While the Battle of Guadalcanal rages on land, air, and sea, the captain plans a
daring attack against Rabaul, the heart of Japanese power in the South Pacific. There, the
hunter will become the hunted. "Adventure fiction in the grand tradition of the Hornblower
series ... Crash Dive blew me away." - John Dixon, author of Phoenix Island
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Sibert Honor author Deborah Hopkinson unearths the heroic stories of Jewish survivors from
different countries so that we may never forget the past. As World War II raged, millions of
young Jewish people were caught up in the horrors of the Nazis' Final Solution. Many readers
know of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi state's genocidal campaign against European Jews and
others of so-called "inferior" races. Yet so many of the individual stories remain buried in time.
Of those who endured the Holocaust, some were caught by the Nazis and sent to
concentration camps, some hid right under Hitler's nose, some were separated from their
parents, some chose to fight back. Against all odds, some survived. They all have stories that
must be told. They all have stories we must keep safe in our collective memory.In this
thoroughly researched and passionately written narrative nonfiction for upper middle-grade
readers, critically acclaimed author Deborah Hopkinson allows the voices of Holocaust
survivors to live on the page, recalling their persecution, survival, and resistance. Focusing on
testimonies from across Germany, the Netherlands, France, and Poland, Hopkinson paints a
moving and diverse portrait of the Jewish youth experience in Europe under the shadow of the
Third Reich. With archival images and myriad interviews, this compelling and beautifully told
addition to Holocaust history not only honors the courage of the victims, but calls young
readers to action -- by reminding them that heroism begins with the ordinary, everyday feat of
showing compassion toward our fellow citizens.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE • Look for
special features inside. Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more. In
boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his
defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin
Olympics. But when World War II began, the athlete became an airman, embarking on a
journey that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces
bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on a
foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks,
thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of
endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve,
and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended
on the fraying wire of his will. Appearing in paperback for the first time—with twenty arresting
new photos and an extensive Q&A with the author—Unbroken is an unforgettable testament to
the resilience of the human mind, body, and spirit, brought vividly to life by Seabiscuit author
Laura Hillenbrand. Hailed as the top nonfiction book of the year by Time magazine • Winner of
the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for biography and the Indies Choice Adult Nonfiction Book
of the Year award “Extraordinarily moving . . . a powerfully drawn survival epic.”—The Wall
Street Journal “[A] one-in-a-billion story . . . designed to wrench from self-respecting critics all
the blurby adjectives we normally try to avoid: It is amazing, unforgettable, gripping, harrowing,
chilling, and inspiring.”—New York “Staggering . . . mesmerizing . . . Hillenbrand’s writing is so
ferociously cinematic, the events she describes so incredible, you don’t dare take your eyes
off the page.”—People “A meticulous, soaring and beautifully written account of an
extraordinary life.”—The Washington Post “Ambitious and powerful . . . a startling narrative and
an inspirational book.”—The New York Times Book Review “Magnificent . . . incredible . . .
[Hillenbrand] has crafted another masterful blend of sports, history and overcoming terrific
odds; this is biography taken to the nth degree, a chronicle of a remarkable life lived through
extraordinary times.”—The Dallas Morning News “An astonishing testament to the superhuman
power of tenacity.”—Entertainment Weekly “A tale of triumph and redemption . . . astonishingly
detailed.”—O: The Oprah Magazine “[A] masterfully told true story . . . nothing less than a
marvel.”—Washingtonian “[Hillenbrand tells this] story with cool elegance but at a thrilling
sprinter’s pace.”—Time “Hillenbrand [is] one of our best writers of narrative history. You don’t
have to be a sports fan or a war-history buff to devour this book—you just have to love great
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storytelling.”—Rebecca Skloot, author of The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
A masterful and comprehensive chronicle of World War II, by internationally bestselling
historian Antony Beevor. Over the past two decades, Antony Beevor has established himself
as one of the world's premier historians of WWII. His multi-award winning books have included
Stalingrad and The Fall of Berlin 1945. Now, in his newest and most ambitious book, he turns
his focus to one of the bloodiest and most tragic events of the twentieth century, the Second
World War. In this searing narrative that takes us from Hitler's invasion of Poland on
September 1st, 1939 to V-J day on August 14, 1945 and the war's aftermath, Beevor describes
the conflict and its global reach -- one that included every major power. The result is a dramatic
and breathtaking single-volume history that provides a remarkably intimate account of the war
that, more than any other, still commands attention and an audience. Thrillingly written and
brilliantly researched, Beevor's grand and provocative account is destined to become the
definitive work on this complex, tragic, and endlessly fascinating period in world history, and
confirms once more that he is a military historian of the first rank.
The thunderous roar of exploding depth charges was a familiar and comforting sound to the
crew members of the USS Barb, who frequently found themselves somewhere between enemy
fire and Davy Jones's locker. Under the leadership of her fearless skipper, Captain Gene
Fluckey, the Barb sank the greatest tonnage of any American sub in World War II. At the same
time, the Barb did far more than merely sink ships-she changed forever the way submarines
stalk and kill their prey. This is a gripping adventure chock-full of "you-are-there" moments.
Fluckey has drawn on logs, reports, letters, interviews, and a recently discovered illegal diary
kept by one of his torpedomen. And in a fascinating twist, he uses archival documents from the
Japanese Navy to give its version of events. The unique story of the Barb begins with its men,
who had the confidence to become unbeatable. Each team helped develop innovative ideas,
new tactics, and new strategies. All strove for personal excellence, and success became
contagious. Instead of lying in wait under the waves, the USS Barb pursued enemy ships on
the surface, attacking in the swift and precise style of torpedo boats. She was the first sub to
use rocket missiles and to creep up on enemy convoys at night, joining the flank escort line
from astern, darting in and out as she sank ships up the column. Surface-cruising, diving only
to escape, "Luckey Fluckey" relentlessly patrolled the Pacific, driving his boat and crew to their
limits. There can be no greater contrast to modern warfare's long-distance, videogame style of
battle than the exploits of the captain and crew of the USS Barb, where they sub, out of
ammunition, actually rammed an enemy ship until it sank. Thunder Below! is a first-rate, true-
life, inspirational story of the courage and heroism of ordinary men under fire.
“This will be a fight against overwhelming odds from which survival cannot be expected. We
will do what damage we can.” With these words, Lieutenant Commander Robert W. Copeland
addressed the crew of the destroyer escort USS Samuel B. Roberts on the morning of October
25, 1944, off the Philippine Island of Samar. On the horizon loomed the mightiest ships of the
Japanese navy, a massive fleet that represented the last hope of a staggering empire. All that
stood between it and Douglas MacArthur’ s vulnerable invasion force were the Roberts and
the other small ships of a tiny American flotilla poised to charge into history. In the tradition of
the #1 New York Times bestseller Flags of Our Fathers, James D. Hornfischer paints an
unprecedented portrait of the Battle of Samar, a naval engagement unlike any other in U.S.
history—and captures with unforgettable intensity the men, the strategies, and the sacrifices
that turned certain defeat into a legendary victory. BONUS: This edition includes an excerpt
from James D. Hornfischer's Neptune's Inferno. Praise for The Last Stand of the Tin Can
Sailors “One of the finest WWII naval action narratives in recent years, this book follows in the
footsteps of Flags of Our Fathers. . . . Exalting American sailors and pilots as they richly
deserve. . . . Reads like a very good action novel.”—Publishers Weekly “Reads as fresh as
tomorrow's headlines. . . . Hornfischer's captivating narrative uses previously classified
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documents to reconstruct the epic battle and eyewitness accounts to bring the officers and
sailors to life.”—Texas Monthly “Hornfischer is a powerful stylist whose explanations are clear
as well as memorable. . . . A dire survival-at-sea saga.”—Denver Post “In The Last Stand of the
Tin Can Sailors, James Hornfischer drops you right into the middle of this raging battle, with
5-inch guns blazing, torpedoes detonating and Navy fliers dive-bombing. . . . The overall story
of the battle is one of American guts, glory and heroic sacrifice.”—Omaha World Herald
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