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Bringing to life the fabulous, colorful panorama of New Orleans in the first flush of the jazz era,
this book tells the story of Buddy Bolden, the first of the great trumpet players--some say the
originator of jazz--who was, in any case, the genius, the guiding spirit, and the king of that time
and place. In this fictionalized meditation, Bolden, an unrecorded father of Jazz, remains
throughout a tantalizingly ungraspable phantom, the central mysteries of his life, his art, and
his madness remaining felt but never quite pinned down. Ondaatje's prose is at times
startlingly lyrical, and as he chases Bolden through documents and scenes, the novel partakes
of the very best sort of modern detective novel--one where the enigma is never resolved, but
allowed to manifest in its fullness. Though more 'experimental' in form than either The English
Patient or In the Skin of a Lion, it is a fitting addition to the renowned Ondaatje oeuvre.
Alluvial and fluvial fans are the most widespread depositional landform bordering the margins
of highland regions and actively subsiding continental basins, across a broad spectrum of
tectonic and climatic settings. They are significant to the local morphodynamics of mountain
regions and also to the evolution of sediment-routing systems, affecting the propagation and
preservation of stratigraphic signals of environmental change over vast areas. The volume
presents case studies discussing the geology and geomorphology of alluvial and fluvial fans
from both active systems and ancient ones preserved in the stratigraphic record. It brings
together case studies from a range of continents, climatic and tectonic settings, some
introducing innovative monitoring and analysis techniques, and it provides an overview of
current debates in the field. This volume will be of particular interest to geologists,
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geomorphologists, sedimentologists and the general reader with an interest in Earth science.
Not a story about me through their eyes then. Find the beginning, the slight silver key to unlock
it, to dig it out. Here then is a maze to begin, be in. (p. 20) Funny yet horrifying, improvisational
yet highly distilled, unflinchingly violent yet tender and elegiac, Michael Ondaatje’s groundbreaking book The Collected Works of Billy the Kid is a highly polished and self-aware lens
focused on the era of one of the most mythologized anti-heroes of the American West. This
revolutionary collage of poetry and prose, layered with photos, illustrations and “clippings,”
astounded Canada and the world when it was first published in 1969. It earned then-littleknown Ondaatje his first of several Governor General’s Awards and brazenly challenged the
world’s notions of history and literature. Ondaatje’s Billy the Kid (aka William H. Bonney /
Henry McCarty / Henry Antrim) is not the clichéd dimestore comicbook gunslinger later
parodied within the pages of this book. Instead, he is a beautiful and dangerous chimera with a
voice: driven and kinetic, he also yearns for blankness and rest. A poet and lover, possessing
intelligence and sensory discernment far beyond his life’s 21 year allotment, he is also a
resolute killer. His friend and nemesis is Sheriff Pat Garrett, who will go on to his own fame (or
infamy) for Billy’s execution. Himself a web of contradictions, Ondaatje’s Garrett is “a sane
assassin sane assassin sane assassin sane assassin sane assassin sane” (p. 29) who has
taught himself a language he’ll never use and has trained himself to be immune to
intoxication. As the hero and anti-hero engage in the counterpoint that will lead to Billy’s
predetermined death, they are joined by figures both real and imagined, including the
homesteaders John and Sallie Chisum, Billy’s lover Angela D, and a passel of outlaws and
lawmakers. The voices and images meld, joined by Ondaatje’s own, in a magnificent
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polyphonic dream of what it means to feel and think and freely act, knowing this breath is your
last and you are about to be trapped by history. I am here with the range for everything
corpuscle muscle hair hands that need the rub of metal those senses that that want to crash
things with an axe that listen to deep buried veins in our palms those who move in dreams over
your women night near you, every paw, the invisible hooves the mind’s invisible blackout the
intricate never the body’s waiting rut. (p. 72)
Learning that he may be the heir to the unclaimed estate of an English World War I officer,
American college graduate Tristan Campbell is required to find documentation proving his
heritage during breakneck visits to the London archives, Somme battlefields and Icelandic
Eastfjords. A first novel.
When her parents are forced to sell their beloved horses, thirteen-year-old Claire disguises
herself as a deaf boy and stows away in a wagon to follow them, straight into the chaos of the
American Civil War.
The winner of the Man Booker Prize, this "expertly written, perfectly constructed" bestseller
(The Guardian) is now a Starz miniseries. It is 1866, and Walter Moody has come to stake his
claim in New Zealand's booming gold rush. On the stormy night of his arrival, he stumbles
across a tense gathering of 12 local men who have met in secret to discuss a series of
unexplained events: a wealthy man has vanished, a prostitute has tried to end her life, and an
enormous cache of gold has been discovered in the home of a luckless drunk. Moody is soon
drawn into a network of fates and fortunes that is as complex and exquisitely ornate as the
night sky. Richly evoking a mid-nineteenth-century world of shipping, banking, and gold rush
boom and bust, The Luminaries is at once a fiendishly clever ghost story, a gripping pagePage 3/17
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turner, and a thrilling novelistic achievement. It richly confirms that Eleanor Catton is one of the
brightest stars in the international literary firmament.
From Michael Ondaatje: an electrifying new novel, by turns thrilling and deeply moving -- one
of his most vividly rendered and compelling works of fiction to date. In the early 1950s, an
eleven-year-old boy boards a huge liner bound for England. At mealtimes, he is placed at the
lowly "Cat's Table" with an eccentric and unforgettable group of grownups and two other boys.
As the ship makes its way across the Indian Ocean, through the Suez Canal, into the
Mediterranean, the boys find themselves immersed in the worlds and stories of the adults
around them. At night they spy on a shackled prisoner -- his crime and fate a galvanizing
mystery that will haunt them forever. Looking back from deep within adulthood, and gradually
moving back and forth from the decks and holds of the ship to the years that follow the narrator
unfolds a spellbinding and layered tale about the magical, often forbidden discoveries of
childhood and the burdens of earned understanding, about a life-long journey that began
unexpectedly with a sea voyage.
DivisaderoVintage
Following The Highest Tide, Border Songs, and Truth Like the Sun, Jim Lynch now gives us a
grand and idiosyncratic family saga that will stand alongside Ken Kesey’s Sometimes a Great
Notion. Joshua Johannssen has spent all of his life surrounded by sailboats. His grandfather
designed them, his father built and raced them, his Einstein-obsessed mother knows why and
how they work (or not). For Josh and his two siblings, their backyard was the Puget Sound and
sailing their DNA. But both his sister and brother fled many years ago: Ruby to Africa and
elsewhere to do good works on land, and Bernard to god-knows-where at sea, a fugitive and
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pirate. Suddenly thirty-one, Josh—who repairs boats of all kinds in a Steinbeckian marina south
of Seattle—is pained and confused by whatever the hell went wrong with his volatile family. His
parents are barely speaking, his mystified grandfather is drinking harder, and he
himself—despite an endless and comic flurry of online dates—hasn’t even come close to finding
a girlfriend. But when the Johannssens unexpectedly reunite for the most important race in
these waters—all of them together on a classic vessel they made decades ago—they will be
carried to destinies both individual and collective, and to a heart-shattering revelation. Past and
present merge seamlessly and collide surprisingly as Jim Lynch reveals a family unlike any
other, with the grace and humor and magic of a master storyteller.
Fleeing the violence that destroyed her family, Anna finds refuge in south-central France, in an
isolated house once occupied by a writer, while she struggles to reconcile the past and
present, the demands of family, love, and memory.
The members of the Eide family find themselves changed forever after their elderly, demented
patriarch runs into the wilderness of northern Minnesota in an attempt to reenact a similar
adventure sixty years earlier.
An ordinary Gazan’s “devastating contemporary war journal” that chronicles his struggle to
survive Israel’s invasion of Gaza (Michael Ondaatje, author of The English Patient) The Drone
Eats with Me is an unforgettable rendering of everyday civilian life shattered by the realities of
twenty-first-century warfare. Israel’s 2014 invasion of Gaza lasted 51 days, killed 2,145
Palestinians (578 of them children), injured over 11,000 people, and demolished more than
17,000 homes. Atef Abu Saif, a young father and novelist, puts an indelibly human face on
these statistics, providing a rare window into the texture of a community and the realities of a
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conflict that is too often obscured by politics.
Moving from the elegant drawing rooms of Lahore to the mud villages of rural Multan, a
powerful collection of short stories about feudal Pakistan. An impoverished young woman
becomes a wealthy relative’s mistress; an electrician on the make confronts his desperate
assailant to protect his most prized possession; a farm manager rises far in the world—but his
family discovers after his death the transience of power; a maid, who advances herself through
sexual favours, unexpectedly falls in love. In these linked stories about the family and
household staff of the ageing KK Harouni, we meet masters and servants, landlords and
supplicants, politicians and electricians, village women, and Karachi housewives. Part
Chekhov, part RK Narayan, these stories are dark and light, complex and humane; at heart
about the relationship between the powerful and powerless, bound together in life—and in
death. Together they make up a vivid portrait of a feudal world rarely brought alive in the
English language. Sensuous, graceful, melancholy, In Other Rooms, Other Wonders gives you
Pakistan as you have never seen it. It marks the debut of an amazing new talent.
A NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR • WINNER OF THE
PEN/FAULKNER AWARD • "Netherland tells the fragmented story of a man in exile—from
home, family and, most poignantly, from himself.” —Washington Post Book World In a New
York City made phantasmagorical by the events of 9/11, and left alone after his English wife
and son return to London, Hans van den Broek stumbles upon the vibrant New York subculture
of cricket, where he revisits his lost childhood and, thanks to a friendship with a charismatic
and charming Trinidadian named Chuck Ramkissoon, begins to reconnect with his life and his
adopted country. As the two men share their vastly different experiences of contemporary
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immigrant life in America, an unforgettable portrait emerges of an "other" New York populated
by immigrants and strivers of every race and nationality.
George and Catherine Stewart share not only the burden of Catherine's heart disease, which
could cause her death at any time, but the memory of Jerome Martell, her first husband and
George's closest friend. Martel, a brilliant doctor passionately concerned with social justice, is
presumed to have died in a Nazi prison camp. His sudden return to Montreal precipitates the
central crisis of the novel. Hugh MacLennan takes the reader into the lives of his three
characters and back into the world of Montreal in the thirties, when politics could send an
idealist across the world to Spain, France, Auschwitz, Russia, and China before his return
home.
A powerfully and brilliantly crafted novel, Bodily Harm is the story of Rennie Wilford, a young
journalist whose life has begun to shatter around the edges. Rennie flies to the Caribbean to
recuperate, and on the tiny island of St. Antoine she is confronted by a world where her rules
for survival no longer apply. By turns comic, satiric, relentless, and terrifying, Margaret
Atwood's Bodily Harm is ultimately an exploration of the lust for power, both sexual and
political, and the need for compassion that goes beyond what we ordinarily mean by love.
In this stunning coming-of-age novel, award-winner Miriam Toews balances grief and hope in
the voice of a witty, beleaguered teenager whose family is shattered by fundamentalist
Christianity "Half of our family, the better–looking half, is missing," Nomi Nickel tells us at the
beginning of A Complicated Kindness. Left alone with her sad, peculiar father, her days are
spent piecing together why her mother and sister have disappeared and contemplating her
inevitable career at Happy Family Farms, a chicken slaughterhouse on the outskirts of East
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Village. Not the East Village in New York City where Nomi would prefer to live, but an
oppressive town founded by Mennonites on the cold, flat plains of Manitoba, Canada. This
darkly funny novel is the world according to the unforgettable Nomi, a bewildered and wry
sixteen–year–old trapped in a town governed by fundamentalist religion and in the shattered
remains of a family it destroyed. In Nomi's droll, refreshing voice, we're told the story of an
eccentric, loving family that falls apart as each member lands on a collision course with the
only community any of them have ever known. A work of fierce humor and tragedy by a writer
who has taken the American market by storm, this searing, tender, comic testament to family
love will break your heart.
After the release of Anita Rau Badami's critically acclaimed first novel, Tamarind Mem, it was
evident a promising new talent had joined the Canadian literary community. Her dazzling
literary follow-up is The Hero's Walk, a novel teeming with the author's trademark tumble of the
haphazard beauty, wreckage and folly of ordinary lives. Set in the dusty seaside town of
Toturpuram on the Bay of Bengal, The Hero's Walk traces the terrain of family and forgiveness
through the lives of an exuberant cast of characters bewildered by the rapid pace of change in
today's India. Each member of the Rao family pits his or her chance at personal fulfillment
against the conventions of a crumbling caste and class system. Anita Rau Badami explains
that "The Hero's Walk is a novel about so many things: loss, disappointment, choices and the
importance of coming to terms with yourself and the circumstances of your life without losing
the dignity embedded in all of us. At one level it is about heroism - not the hero of the classic
epic, those enormous god-sized heroes - but my fascination with the day-to-day heroes and
the heroism that's needed to survive all the unexpected disasters and pitfalls of life."
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “A world of invention and skulduggery, populated by the
likes of Edison, Westinghouse, and Tesla.”—Erik Larson “A model of superior historical fiction .
. . an exciting, sometimes astonishing story.”—The Washington Post From Graham Moore, the
Oscar-winning screenwriter of The Imitation Game and New York Times bestselling author of
The Sherlockian, comes a thrilling novel—based on actual events—about the nature of genius,
the cost of ambition, and the battle to electrify America. New York, 1888. Gas lamps still flicker
in the city streets, but the miracle of electric light is in its infancy. The person who controls the
means to turn night into day will make history—and a vast fortune. A young untested lawyer
named Paul Cravath, fresh out of Columbia Law School, takes a case that seems impossible
to win. Paul’s client, George Westinghouse, has been sued by Thomas Edison over a billiondollar question: Who invented the light bulb and holds the right to power the country? The case
affords Paul entry to the heady world of high society—the glittering parties in Gramercy Park
mansions, and the more insidious dealings done behind closed doors. The task facing him is
beyond daunting. Edison is a wily, dangerous opponent with vast resources at his
disposal—private spies, newspapers in his pocket, and the backing of J. P. Morgan himself. Yet
this unknown lawyer shares with his famous adversary a compulsion to win at all costs. How
will he do it? In obsessive pursuit of victory, Paul crosses paths with Nikola Tesla, an eccentric,
brilliant inventor who may hold the key to defeating Edison, and with Agnes Huntington, a
beautiful opera singer who proves to be a flawless performer on stage and off. As Paul takes
greater and greater risks, he’ll find that everyone in his path is playing their own game, and no
one is quite who they seem. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE
WASHINGTON POST AND THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER “A satisfying romp . . . Takes
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place against a backdrop rich with period detail . . . Works wonderfully as an entertainment . . .
As it charges forward, the novel leaves no dot unconnected.”—Noah Hawley, The New York
Times Book Review
The culmination and completion of Margaret Laurence’s celebrated Manawaka cycle, The
Diviners is an epic novel. This is the powerful story of an independent woman who refuses to
abandon her search for love. For Morag Gunn, growing up in a small Canadian prairie town is
a toughening process – putting distance between herself and a world that wanted no part of
her. But in time, the aloneness that had once been forced upon her becomes a precious right –
relinquished only in her overwhelming need for love. Again and again, Morag is forced to test
her strength against the world – and finally achieves the life she had determined would be
hers. The Diviners has been acclaimed by many critics as the outstanding achievement of
Margaret Laurence’s writing career. In Morag Gunn, Laurence has created a figure whose
experience emerges as that of all dispossessed people in search of their birthright, and one
who survives as an inspirational symbol of courage and endurance. The Diviners received the
Governor General’s Award for Fiction for 1974.
Following the phenomenal success of Michael Ondaatje’s Booker Prize-winning third novel,
The English Patient, expectations were almost insurmountable. The internationally acclaimed
#1 bestseller had made Ondaatje the first Canadian novelist ever to win the Booker. Four
years later, in 1996, a motion picture based on the book brought the story to a vast new
audience. The film, starring Ralph Fiennes and Juliette Binoche, went on to win numerous
prizes, among them nine Academy Awards, including Best Picture. Worldwide Englishlanguage sales of the book topped two million copies. But in April 2000, Anil’s Ghost was
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widely hailed as Ondaatje’s most powerful and engrossing novel to date. Winning a Governor
General’s Literary Award for Fiction, the Kiriyama Pacific Rim Book Prize and the Giller Prize,
Anil’s Ghost became an international bestseller. “Nowhere has Ondaatje written more
beautifully,” said The New York Times Book Review. The setting is Sri Lanka. Steeped in
centuries of cultural achievement and tradition, the country has been ravaged in the late
twentieth century by bloody civil war. As in The English Patient, Ondaatje’s latest novel follows
a woman’s attempt to piece together the lost life of a victim of war. Anil Tissera, born in Sri
Lanka but educated in England and the U.S., is sent by an international human rights group to
participate in an investigation into suspected mass political murders in her homeland. Working
with an archaeologist, she discovers a skeleton whose identity takes Anil on a fascinating
journey that involves a riveting mystery. What follows, in a novel rich with character, emotion,
and incident, is a story about love and loss, about family, identity and the unknown enemy. And
it is a quest to unlock the hidden past – like a handful of soil analyzed by an archaeologist, the
story becomes more diffuse the farther we reach into history. A universal tale of the casualties
of war, unfolding as a detective story, the book gradually gives way to a more intricate
exploration of its characters, a symphony of loss and loneliness haunted by a cast of solitary
strangers and ghosts. The atrocities of a seemingly futile, muddled war are juxtaposed against
the ancient, complex and ultimately redemptive culture and landscape of Sri Lanka. Anil’s
Ghost is Michael Ondaatje's first novel to be set in the country of his birth. “There’s a
tendency with us in England and North America to say it’s a book ‘about Sri Lanka.’ But it’s
just my take on a few characters, a personal tunnelling into that … The book’s not just about Sri
Lanka; it’s a story that’s very familiar in other parts of the world” – in Africa, in Yugoslavia, in
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South America, in Ireland. “I didn’t want it to be a political tract. I wanted it to be a human
study of people in the midst of fear.”
The Law of Dreams tells the story of a young man's epic passage from innocence to
experience during The Great Famine in Ireland of 1847. On his odyssey through Ireland and
Britain, and across the Atlantic to “the Boston states,” Fergus is initiated to violence, sexual
heat, and the glories and dangers of the industrial revolution. Along the way, he meets an
unforgettable generation of boy soldiers, brigands, street toughs and charming, willful girls – all
struggling for survival in the aftermath of natural catastrophe magnified by political callousness
and brutal neglect. Peter Behrens transports the reader to another time and place for a deeplymoving and resonant experience. The Law of Dreams is gorgeously written in incandescent
language that unleashes the sexual and psychological energies of a lost world while plunging
the reader directly into a vein of history that haunts the ancestral memory of millions in a new
millennium.
It's 1967 and fifteen-year-old Joanne's San Francisco neighborhood of Haight-Ashbury has
become inundated with hippies for the "Summer of Love," which thrills her but appalls the rest
of her family. In the midst of preparations for her sister's wedding, Joanne meets Martin, an
enigmatic and irresistible hippie, and begins to see him secretly. Over the course of the next
year, Joanne discovers a world of drugs, antiwar demonstrations, and psychedelic dances that
both fascinates and frightens her. As this world collides with her family's values, Joanne must
decide whether to stay with her middle-class family and pursue her love of classical music or
follow free-spirited Martin into a new kind of life.
Shows how current photographic discourse can illuminate the analysis of recent literary realism
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and proposes a truly original photographic hermeneutics for literary study.
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 In this series of interweaving
stories, Munro recreates the evolving bond between two women in the course of almost forty
years. One is Flo, practical, suspicious of other people's airs, at times dismayingly vulgar. the
other is Rose, Flo's stepdaughter, a clumsy, shy girl who somehow leaves the small town she
grew up in to achieve her own equivocal success in the larger world.
Recounting his first two hundred years of life, a vampire tells of his erotic alliance with Claudia,
whose passions are forever locked up in the body of a child
NATIONAL BEST SELLER From the internationally acclaimed, best-selling author of The
English Patient: a mesmerizing new novel that tells a dramatic story set in the decade after
World War II through the lives of a small group of unexpected characters and two teenagers
whose lives are indelibly shaped by their unwitting involvement. In a narrative as beguiling and
mysterious as memory itself--shadowed and luminous at once--we read the story of fourteenyear-old Nathaniel, and his older sister, Rachel. In 1945, just after World War II, they stay
behind in London when their parents move to Singapore, leaving them in the care of a
mysterious figure named The Moth. They suspect he might be a criminal, and they grow both
more convinced and less concerned as they come to know his eccentric crew of friends: men
and women joined by a shared history of unspecified service during the war, all of whom seem,
in some way, determined now to protect, and educate (in rather unusual ways) Rachel and
Nathaniel. But are they really what and who they claim to be? And what does it mean when the
siblings' mother returns after months of silence without their father, explaining nothing,
excusing nothing? A dozen years later, Nathaniel begins to uncover all that he didn't know and
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understand in that time, and it is this journey--through facts, recollection, and imagination--that
he narrates in this masterwork from one of the great writers of our time.
Bristling with intelligence and shimmering with romance, this novel tests the boundary between
history and myth. Patrick Lewis arrives in Toronto in the 1920s and earns his living searching
for a vanished millionaire and tunneling beneath Lake Ontario. In the course of his adventures,
Patrick's life intersects with those of characters who reappear in Ondaatje's Booker Prizewinning The English Patient. 256 pp.
A haunting novel of love, identity, and loss-from the internationally acclaimed author of Three
Day Road Beautifully written and startlingly original, Through Black Spruce takes the
considerable talents of Canadian novelist Joseph Boyden to new and exciting heights. This is
the story of two immensely compelling characters: Will Bird, a legendary Cree bush pilot who
lies comatose in a remote Ontario hospital; and Annie Bird, Will's niece, a beautiful loner and
trapper who has come to sit beside her uncle's bed. Broken in different ways, the two take
silent communion in their unspoken kinship, revealing a story rife with heartbreak, fierce love,
ancient feuds, mysterious disappearances, murders, and the bonds that hold a family, and a
people, together. From the rugged Canadian wilderness to the drug-fueled glamour of the
Manhattan club scene, this is thrilling, atmospheric storytelling at its finest.
In the late 1970s Ondaatje returned to his native island of Sri Lanka. As he records his journey
through the drug-like heat and intoxicating fragrances of that "pendant off the ear of India, "
Ondaatje simultaneously retraces the baroque mythology of his Dutch-Ceylonese family. An
inspired travel narrative and family memoir by an exceptional writer.
Nurse Hana, thief Caravaggio and soldier Kip are brought together in an abandoned Italian
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villa at the end of World War II by a nameless and hideously burned English patient.
Annie Dunne and her cousin Sarah live and work on a small farm in a remote and beautiful
part of Wicklow in late 1950s Ireland. All about them the old green roads are being tarred, cars
are being purchased, a way of life is about to disappear. Like two old rooks, they hold to their
hill in Kelsha, cherishing everything. When Annie's nephew and his wife are set to go to
London to find work, their two small children, a little boy and his older sister, are brought down
to spend the summer with their great-aunt. It is a strange chance for happiness for Annie. But
against that happiness moves the figure of Billy Kerr, with his ambiguous attentions to Sarah,
threatening to drive Annie from her last niche of safety in the world. The world of childish
innocence also proves darkened and puzzling to her, and she struggles to find clear ground,
clear light - to preserve her sense of love and place against these subtle forces of disquiet. A
summer of adventure, pain, delight and ultimately epiphany unfolds for both the children and
their elderly caretakers in this poignant and exquisitely told story of innocence, loss and
reconciliation.

Robert Ross, a sensitive nineteen-year-old Canadian officer, went to war--The
War to End All Wars. He found himself in the nightmare world of trench warfare,
of mud and smoke, of chlorine gas and rotting corpses. In this world gone mad,
Robert Ross performed a last desperate act to declare his commitment to life in
the midst of death.
BONUS: This edition contains a The Blue Notebook discussion guide and an
excerpt from James A. Levine's Bingo's Run. An unforgettable, deeply affecting
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debut novel, The Blue Notebook tells the story of Batuk, a precocious fifteen-yearold girl from rural India who is sold into sexual slavery by her father. As she
navigates the grim realities of Mumbai’s Common Street, Batuk manages to put
pen to paper, recording her private thoughts and writing fantastic tales that help
her transcend her daily existence. Beautifully crafted, surprisingly hopeful, and
filled with both tragedy and humor, The Blue Notebook shows how even in the
most difficult situations, people use storytelling to make sense of and give
meaning to their lives.
When Erika Drake, of the Westmount Drakes, met and fell in love with Marc
Reiser, a Jew from northern Ontario, their respective worlds were turned upside
down. Set against the backdrop of the first three years of the Second World War,
Earth and High Heaven captured the hearts and minds of its generation and
helped to shape the more diverse and inclusive culture we have today. Published
in 1944, this classic novel was very timely; it spoke of the prejudices of its time,
when Gentiles and Jews did not mix in society. Earth and High Heaven was the
most successful novel of its time, winning many awards and prizes, including the
Anisfield-Wolf Book Award in 1945 (an award founded to reward books that
exposed racism or explored the richness of human diversity). It was translated
into eighteen languages and the film rights were purchased by Samuel Goldwyn
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for a remarkable $100,000. Earth and High Heaven was the first Canadian novel
to top the New York Times bestseller list for the better part of a year.
During the filming of his celebrated novel THE ENGLISH PATIENT, Michael
Ondaatje became increasingly fascinated as he watched the veteran editor
Walter Murch at work. THE CONVERSATIONS, which grew out of discussions
between the two men, is about the craft of filmmaking and deals with every
aspect of film, from the first stage of script writing to the final stage of the sound
mix. Walter Murch emerged during the 1960s at the centre of a renaissance of
American filmmakers which included the directors Francis Coppola, George
Lucas and Fred Zinneman. He worked on a whole raft of great films including the
three GODFATHER films, JULIA, AMERICAN GRAFFITI, APOCALYPSE NOW,
THE UNBEARABLE LIGHTNESS OF BEING and many others. Articulate,
intellectual, humorous and passionate about his craft and its devices, Murch
brings his vast experience and penetrating insights to bear as he explains how
films are made, how they work, how they go wrong and how they can be saved.
His experience on APOCALYPSE NOW - both originally and more recently when
the film was completely re-cut - and his work with Anthony Minghella on THE
ENGLISH PATIENT provide illuminating highlights.
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