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Ben discovers that reading gets easier when he reads to Max, a cat at the
shelter. When Max is adopted from the shelter, Ben is disappointed--but then his
neighbor has a surprise for Ben.
Anh Do's inspirational story about his family's incredible escape from war-torn
Vietnam and his childhood in Australia, told especially for children.
A boy with a face so sad that nobody wants to look at him runs away with a
caravan of giants to the city of dragons, where his sorrowful face is finally
appreciated.
The Jungle is a 1906 novel written by the American journalist and novelist Upton
Sinclair (1878–1968). Sinclair wrote the novel to portray the lives of immigrants in
the United States in Chicago and similar industrialized cities. Many readers were
most concerned with his exposure of health violations and unsanitary practices in
the American meatpacking industry during the early 20th century, based on an
investigation he did for a socialist newspaper. The book depicts working class
poverty, the lack of social supports, harsh and unpleasant living and working
conditions, and a hopelessness among many workers. These elements are
contrasted with the deeply rooted corruption of people in power. A review by the
writer Jack London called it, "the Uncle Tom's Cabin of wage slavery." Sinclair
was considered a muckraker, or journalist who exposed corruption in government
and business. He first published the novel in serial form in 1905 in the Socialist
newspaper, Appeal to Reason, between February 25, 1905, and November 4,
1905. In 1904, Sinclair had spent seven weeks gathering information while
working incognito in the meatpacking plants of the Chicago stockyards for the
newspaper. It was published as a book on February 26, 1906 by Doubleday and
in a subscribers' edition.
Abel's place in his familiar, mouse world has always been secure; he had an
allowance from his mother, a comfortable home, and a lovely wife, Amanda. But
one stormy August day, furious flood water carry him off and dump him on an
uninhabited island. Despite his determination and stubborn resourcefulness--he
tried crossing the river with boats and ropes and even on stepping-stones--Abel
can't find a way to get back home. Days, then weeks and months, pass. Slowly,
his soft habits disappear as he forages for food, fashions a warm nest in a hollow
log, models clay statues of his family for company, and continues to brood on the
problem of how to get across the river--and home. Abel's time on the island
brings him a new understanding of the world he's separated from. Faced with the
daily adventure of survival in his solitary, somewhat hostile domain, he is moved
to reexamine the easy way of life he had always accepted and discovers skills
and talents in himself that hold promise of a more meaningful life, if and when he
should finally return to Mossville and his dear Amanda again. Abel's Island is a
1976 New York Times Book Review Notable Children's Book of the Year and
Outstanding Book of the Year, and a 1977 Newbery Honor Book.
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Examines myths and folk tales from around the world in an attempt to understand
the symbolism of the hero as it appears in the mythologies and religions of
mankind.
Warning: This book may cause flatulence. Walter is a fine dog, except for one
small problem: he has gas. He can't help it; it's just the way he is. Fortunately, the
kids Billy and Betty love him regardless, but Father says he's got to go! Poor
Walter, he's going to the dog pound tomorrow. And then, in the night, burglars
strike. Walter has his chance to be a hero. A children's beloved classic, this story
will have kids rolling on the floor with laughter. Adults are permitted to laugh too.
From the Hardcover edition.
Seven Chinese brothers elude execution by virtue of their extraordinary individual
qualities.
In simultaneous hardcover and paperback editions, the first book in the Clubhouse
Mysteries. Ziggy and his friends Rico, Rashawn, and Jerome call themselves The Black
Dinosaurs, and share exciting adventures. In The Buried Bones Mystery, the boys build
a clubhouse in Ziggy's backyard, where they uncover a box of bones while digging to
bury their secret treasures. But when the boys try to hide their treasures, they're swept
up in a mystery more intriguing -- and scary -- than anything they could have imagined.
Who could have buried a box of bones behind their clubhouse?
Here are twelve deeply moving short stories from the perceptive pen of Cynthia Rylant.
Each captures the moment when someone's life changes -- when an animal causes a
human being to see things in a different way, and, perhaps, changes his life.
When she is forced to leave Vietnam, a young girl brings a lotus seed with her to
America in remembrance of her homeland. “Exquisite artwork fuses with a compelling
narrative--a concise endnote places the story effectively within a historical context--to
produce a moving and polished offering.”--Publishers Weekly
Chaos is everywhere as the Lord of the Nexus orders his servant Haplo and the human
child known as Bane to further their master's work on Arianus, the realm of air. But their
one time companion Alfred has been cast into the deadly Labyrinth. And somehow the
assassin Hugh the Hand has been resurrected to complete his dark mission. More
important, the evil force that Haplo and Alfred discovered on Arianus has escaped. As
Haplo's doubts about his master grow deeper, he must decide whether to obey the Lord
of the Nexus or betray the powerful Patryn...and endeavor to bring peace to the
universe.
RACHEL HAS JUST graduated from high school and thinks she knows everything.
Well, maybe not quite everything. Then she meets the mysterious Mr. Preston, who
offers her a live-in job looking after Grace—a brain injured woman with a lovely house,
grasping sisters, feral neighbors, and a box full of unfinished business. As Rachel tries
to cope with the demands of her employment and the start of college, she’s also
determined to fit together the pieces that were Grace’s former life. The more she finds
out about the woman in her care, the more Rachel finds herself. Children’s Book
Council of Australia Awards’ Shortlist for YA
Describes the experiences of a newcomer to the Yukon when he attempts to hike
through the snow to reach a mining claim.
From the Newbery Award-winning author of THE WESTING GAME, more clever riddles
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and wordplay, clues to be found, and mysteries to be solved! A Newbery Honor book
The Amazing Dancing Figgs! While Mona hates all the attention her eccentric relatives
bring to her in town, there is one Figg family member she likes: her Uncle Florence, the
book dealer. But Uncle Florence keeps hinting that he's going to find his way to Capri,
the Figg family heaven. And that means leaving Mona behind. Can Mona find Capri
before it's too late, or will she learn that things are seldom what they seem when books
are involved?
Introduce students to this award-winning novel and encourage them to analyze the text
by completing fun, challenging activities and lessons provided in this digital instructional
guide for literature. This e-book guide is filled with rigorous, cross-curricular lessons
and activities that work in conjunction with the text to teach students how to
comprehend and analyze complex literature. This resource is packed with tools for
teachers to help students learn how to analyze story elements in multiple ways, practice
close reading and text-based vocabulary, determine meaning through text-dependent
questions, and more. This is the perfect way to add rigor to your students' explorations
of rich, complex literature.

A touching novel filled with love, hope, and fellowship follows a loving MexicanAmerican family that resides in East L.A. as they immerse themselves in the
warmth of their close-knit community. Reprint.
Darek and Zantor work to convince everyone that dragons and humans can get
along in this second book in the fantastical Dragonling chapter book series! Ever
since Darek saved Zantor the dragonling, they’ve been inseparable. Darek is the
only family Zantor has ever known. But now Darek is bringing Zantor home from
the Valley of the Dragons, and the villagers are up in arms! He and his brother
Clep are called traitors. Their best friends are turning against them. Even
Darek’s father has been threatened for allowing the enemy in their midst. How
can Darek prove that dragons are good neighbors to the villagers?
This powerful Newbery-winning classic tells the story of the great coon dog
Sounder and his family. An African American boy and his family rarely have
enough to eat. Each night, the boy's father takes their dog, Sounder, out to look
for food. The man grows more desperate by the day. When food suddenly
appears on the table one morning, it seems like a blessing. But the sheriff and his
deputies are not far behind. The ever-loyal Sounder remains determined to help
the family he loves as hard times bear down. This classic novel shows the
courage, love, and faith that bind a family together despite the racism and
inhumanity they face in the nineteenth-century deep South. Readers who enjoy
timeless dog stories such as Old Yeller and Where the Red Fern Grows will find
much to love in Sounder, even as they read through tears at times.
At the same time that Matt and Parker find the body of the dead man in the
creek, they recognize George Evans, the owner of the antique shop where
Parker's mother works.
Crossing the Mason-Dixon Line 19 times, a brave Negro woman led many fellow
slaves to freedom.
"The narrator, reading with clarity and precision, tells the well-known story of the
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Jewish girl and her family who hid during the Holocaust...[This] high-quality readalong...[is] excellent for school and public libraries." - Booklist
When her family moves to New York from Hong Kong, Mei Mei finds it difficult to
adjust to school and learn the alien sounds of English
When villagers call Cassia and her brother, Foxfire, "the serpent's children," they
mean it as an insult. But to Cassia it is an honor, for legend says that once a
serpent sets her mind on something, she never gives up. And in a time when
famine, drought, and violence mark her family's life, Cassia has nothing less than
survival to fight for. Their father is a revolutionary, determined to free China from
invaders. Foxfire, certain he'll find a mountain of gold, flees to a faraway land.
Cassia will need all of her strength and wisdom to keep her family together, and
to prove that she is truly the serpent's child.
A remarkable story about the power of tolerance from one of the most important voices in
contemporary Muslim literature, critically acclaimed author Randa Abdel-Fattah. Michael likes
to hang out with his friends and play with the latest graphic design software. His parents drag
him to rallies held by their anti-immigrant group, which rails against the tide of refugees
flooding the country. And it all makes sense to Michael.Until Mina, a beautiful girl from the
other side of the protest lines, shows up at his school, and turns out to be funny, smart -- and a
Muslim refugee from Afghanistan. Suddenly, his parents' politics seem much more
complicated.Mina has had a long and dangerous journey fleeing her besieged home in
Afghanistan, and now faces a frigid reception at her new prep school, where she is on
scholarship. As tensions rise, lines are drawn. Michael has to decide where he stands. Mina
has to protect herself and her family. Both have to choose what they want their world to look
like.
The author describes how he grew up as a Chinese American in San Francisco and how he
came to use his writing to celebrate his family and his ethnic heritage.
A timeless classic that will enchant readers who love Jennifer L. Holm and Thanhha Lai, about
an immigrant girl inspired by the sport she loves to find her own home team—and to break down
any barriers that stand in her way. Shirley Temple Wong sails from China to America with a
heart full of dreams. Her new home is Brooklyn, New York. America is indeed a land full of
wonders, but Shirley doesn't know any English, so it's hard to make friends. Then a miracle
happens: baseball! It's 1947, and Jackie Robinson, star of the Brooklyn Dodgers, is a
superstar. Suddenly Shirley is playing stickball with her class and following Jackie as he leads
the Brooklyn Dodgers to victory after victory. With her hero smashing assumptions and records
on the ball field, Shirley begins to feel that America is truly the land of opportunity—and perhaps
has also become her real home.
Inside Out and Back Again meets Millicent Min, Girl Genius in this timely, hopeful middle-grade
novel with a contemporary Chinese twist. Winner of the Asian / Pacific American Award for
Children's Literature!* "Many readers will recognize themselves or their neighbors in these
pages." -- Kirkus Reviews, starred reviewMia Tang has a lot of secrets.Number 1: She lives in
a motel, not a big house. Every day, while her immigrant parents clean the rooms, ten-year-old
Mia manages the front desk of the Calivista Motel and tends to its guests.Number 2: Her
parents hide immigrants. And if the mean motel owner, Mr. Yao, finds out they've been letting
them stay in the empty rooms for free, the Tangs will be doomed.Number 3: She wants to be a
writer. But how can she when her mom thinks she should stick to math because English is not
her first language?It will take all of Mia's courage, kindness, and hard work to get through this
year. Will she be able to hold on to her job, help the immigrants and guests, escape Mr. Yao,
and go for her dreams?Front Desk joins the Scholastic Gold line, which features awardPage 4/6
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winning and beloved novels. Includes exclusive bonus content!
Avi charts the turning points in seven young lives in this extraordinary collection of short
stories. In the overlapping years when childhood and adolescence blend and shift like waves
and sand, nothing is certain and everything is changing. Now award-winning author Avi creates
seven astonishing portraits of life in the middle-school years. In these stories you will meet,
among others, William, of "What Do Fish Have to Do with Anything?" who wonders why he
shouldn't ask questions that have no answers. Is it because he might discover the truth? A
minister's son, the baddest of the bad, is dared to be good in "The Goodness of Matt Kaizer."
And in the chilling tale, "Pets," Eve is haunted by the ghosts of her cats. Always with a surprise
built in, an angle unseen, these are stories that step just beyond the edge of the everyday.
Meet Greg Kenton, billionaire in the making. Greg Kenton has two obsessions -- making
money and his long-standing competition with his annoying neighbor, Maura Shaw. So when
Greg discovers that Maura is cutting into his booming Chunky Comics business with her own
original illustrated minibooks, he's ready to declare war. The problem is, Greg has to admit that
Maura's books are good, and soon the longtime enemies become unlikely business partners.
But their budding partnership is threatened when the principal bans the sale of their comics in
school. Suddenly, the two former rivals find themselves united against an adversary tougher
than they ever were to each other. Will their enterprise -- and their friendship -- prevail?
In the early twentieth century, a young Chinese boy joins his father in San Francisco and helps
him realize his dream of making a flying machine.
One cold rainy day when my father was a little boy, he met an old alley cat on his street. The
cat was very drippy and uncomfortable so my father said, "Wouldn't you like to come home
with me?" This surprised the cat—she had never before met anyone who cared about old alley
cats—but she said, "I'd be very much obliged if I could sit by a warm furnace, and perhaps have
a saucer of milk."
Mrs. Louise Mallard, afflicted with a heart condition, reflects on the death of her husband from
the safety of her locked room. Originally published in Vogue magazine, “The Story of an Hour”
was retitled as “The Dream of an Hour,” when it was published amid much controversy under
its new title a year later in St. Louis Life. “The Story of an Hour” was adapted to film in The Joy
That Kills by director Tina Rathbone, which was part of a PBS anthology called American
Playhouse. HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of literature to life in digital format,
upholding the highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms.
Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital library.
From one of America’s most popular short story writers and an Academy Award nominee: the
O. Henry Award–winning tale that inspired the movie The Hunt. A subject of mysterious rumors
and superstition, the deserted Caribbean Island was shrouded in an air of peril. To Sanger
Rainsford, who fell off a yacht and washed up on its shores, the abandoned isle was a
welcome paradise. But unknown to the big-game hunter, a predator lurked in its lush
jungles—one more dangerous than any he had ever encountered: a human. First published in
1924, this suspenseful tale “has inspired serial killers, films and stirred controversy in schools.
A century on, the story continues to thrill” (The Telegraph). “[A] tense, relentless story of managainst-man adventure, in which the hunter Sanger Rainsford learns, at the hands of General
Zaroff, what it means to be hunted.” —Criterion
The Landlady is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the master of the sting in the
tail. In The Landlady, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story
about the darker side of human nature. Here, a young man in need of room meets a most
accommodating landlady . . . The Landlady is taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss,
which includes ten other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink
coat from her lover with unexpected results; the priceless piece of furniture that is the subject
of a deceitful bargain; a wronged woman taking revenge on her dead husband, and others.
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'Unnerving bedtime stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising and done to a turn.' (San Francisco
Chronicle ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Tamsin
Greig. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote
scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and
were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by
Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
The classic novel from Newbery Medalist and National Book Award winner Louis Sachar
(Holes), with a brand-new cover! David is only trying to be cool when he helps some of the
popular kids steal Old Lady Bayfield’s cane. But when the plan backfires, he’s the one the
“old witch” curses. Now David can’t seem to do anything right. The cool kids taunt him and
his only friends are freaks. He even walks into Spanish class with his fly unzipped! And when
he finally gets up the nerve to ask out a cute girl, his pants fall down in midsentence. Is it the
Bayfield curse at work? Or is David simply turning into a total loser?
When he accidentally kills a Manchu, a 15-year-old Chinese boy is sent to America to join his
father, an uncle, and other Chinese people working to build a tunnel for the transcontinental
railroad through the Sierra Nevada mountains in 1867.
When Riley causes an accident that costs a show dog his leg, he's determined to adopt the
dog and show his father that being different doesn't make something, or someone, worthwhile.
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