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Elizabeth And Mary Cousins Rivals Queens
In this book, we have hand-picked the most sophisticated, unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times crackpot!), original
and musing book reviews of "Elizabeth and Mary: Cousins, Rivals, Queens." Don't say we didn't warn you: these reviews
are known to shock with their unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be startled by their biting sincerity; others may be
spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy this book if: 1. You don't have nerves of steel. 2. You expect to
get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've heard it all.
"Superb.... A perceptive, suspenseful account." --The New York Times Book Review "Dunn demythologizes Elizabeth
and Mary. In humanizing their dynamic and shifting relationship, Dunn describes it as fueled by both rivalry and their
natural solidarity as women in an overwhelmingly masculine world." --Boston Herald The political and religious conflicts
between Queen Elizabeth I and the doomed Mary, Queen of Scots, have for centuries captured our imagination and
inspired memorable dramas played out on stage, screen, and in opera. But few books have brought to life more vividly
the exquisite texture of two women’s rivalry, spurred on by the ambitions and machinations of the forceful men who
surrounded them. The drama has terrific resonance even now as women continue to struggle in their bid for executive
power. Against the backdrop of sixteenth-century England, Scotland, and France, Dunn paints portraits of a pair of
protagonists whose formidable strengths were placed in relentless opposition. Protestant Elizabeth, the bastard daughter
of Anne Boleyn, whose legitimacy had to be vouchsafed by legal means, glowed with executive ability and a visionary
energy as bright as her red hair. Mary, the Catholic successor whom England’s rivals wished to see on the throne, was
charming, feminine, and deeply persuasive. That two such women, queens in their own right, should have been
contemporaries and neighbours sets in motion a joint biography of rare spark and page-turning power.
The family of Anne Boleyn, the infamous wife of Henry VIII, appeared from nowhere at the end of the fourteenth century
and rose to prominence at the beginning of a century that would end with a Boleyn woman, Elizabeth I, on the throne.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Leanda de Lisle brings the story of nine days’ queen Lady Jane Grey and her
forgotten sisters, the rivals of Elizabeth I, to vivid life in her fascinating biography.”—Philippa Gregory Mary, Katherine,
and Jane Grey–sisters whose mere existence nearly toppled a kingdom and altered a nation’s destiny–are the
captivating subjects of Leanda de Lisle’s new book. The Sisters Who Would Be Queen breathes fresh life into these
three young women, who were victimized in the notoriously vicious Tudor power struggle and whose heirs would
otherwise probably be ruling England today. Born into aristocracy, the Grey sisters were the great-granddaughters of
Henry VII, grandnieces to Henry VIII, legitimate successors to the English throne, and rivals to Henry VIII’s daughters,
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Mary and Elizabeth. Lady Jane, the eldest, was thrust center stage by greedy men and uncompromising religious politics
when she briefly succeeded Henry’s son, the young Edward I. Dubbed “the Nine Days Queen” after her short, tragic
reign from the Tower of London, Jane has over the centuries earned a special place in the affections of the English
people as a “queen with a public heart.” But as de Lisle reveals, Jane was actually more rebel than victim, more leader
than pawn, and Mary and Katherine Grey found that they would have to tread carefully in order to avoid sharing their
elder sister’s violent fate. Navigating the politics of the Tudor court after Jane’ s death was a precarious challenge.
Katherine Grey, who sought to live a stable life, earned the trust of Mary I, only to risk her future with a love marriage that
threatened Queen Elizabeth’s throne. Mary Grey, considered too petite and plain to be significant, looked for her own
escape from the burden of her royal blood–an impossible task after she followed her heart and also incurred the queen’s
envy, fear, and wrath. Exploding the many myths of Lady Jane Grey’s life, unearthing the details of Katherine’s and
Mary’s dramatic stories, and casting new light on Elizabeth’s reign, Leanda de Lisle gives voice and resonance to the
lives of the Greys and offers perspective on their place in history and on a time when a royal marriage could gain a
woman a kingdom or cost her everything.
Queen Elizabeth I and Mary, Queen of Scots: two powerful women whose relationship dominated English and Scottish
politics for thirty years from 1558. But their stormy relationship reflected a much broader story. Protestant Elizabeth and
Catholic Mary's struggle for dynastic pre-eminence became inseparable from national religious struggle and England's
turbulent relationship with Scotland, France and Spain.0Behind the popular perception of Elizabeth I's reign as 'Gloriana'
was a world of religious turmoil, espionage, treason and fear of foreign invasion. Accompanying a landmark British
Library exhibition, this book examines the original evidence relating to the queens and their politics, including
correspondence between the rival cousins who never actually met. Alongside their astonishing letters are maps, portraits,
embroideries and jewellery, as well as documents including a seating plan for Mary's trial and Elizabeth's speech to her
army at the time of the Spanish Armada.00Exhibition: British Library, London, UK (opening Spring 2021).
From #1 New York Times bestselling author and “queen of royal fiction” (USA TODAY) comes a riveting and scandalous
love triangle between a young woman on the brink of greatness, a young man whose ambition far exceeds his means,
and the wife who cannot forgive them. In the autumn of 1558, church bells across England ring out the joyous news that
Elizabeth I is the new queen, yet one woman hears the tidings with utter dread. She is Amy Dudley, wife of Sir Robert,
and she knows that Elizabeth’s ambitious leap to the throne will draw her husband back to the center of the glamorous
Tudor court, where he was born to be. Elizabeth’s excited triumph is short-lived. She has inherited a bankrupt country
where treason is rampant and foreign war a certainty. Her faithful advisors warns her that she will survive only if she
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marries a strong prince to govern the rebellious country, but the one man Elizabeth desires is her childhood friend, the
ambitious Robert Dudley. As the young couple falls back in love, a question hangs in the air: can he really set aside his
wife and marry the queen? When Amy is found dead, Elizabeth and Dudley are suddenly plunged into a struggle for
survival.
The woman expected to succeed the Virgin Queen
From the New York Times bestselling author of Becoming Queen Victoria, a new history of Mary Queen of Scots and
Elizabeth I that reveals how the most important relationship of their life—their friendship—changed them forever. Elizabeth
and Mary were cousins and queens, but eventually it became impossible for them to live together in the same world. This
is the story of two women struggling for supremacy in a man’s world, when no one thought a woman could govern. They
both had to negotiate with men—those who wanted their power and those who wanted their bodies—who were determined
to best them. In their worlds, female friendship and alliances were unheard of, but for many years theirs was the only
friendship that endured. They were as fascinated by each other as lovers; until they became enemies. Enemies so angry
and broken that one of them had to die, and so Elizabeth ordered the execution of Mary. But first they were each other’s
lone female friends in a violent man’s world. Their relationship was one of love, affection, jealousy, antipathy—and finally
death. This book tells the story of Mary and Elizabeth as never before, focusing on their emotions and probing deeply into
their intimate lives as women and queens. They loved each other, they hated each other—and in the end they could never
escape each other.
The New York Times bestselling history of the legendary six wives of Henry VIII--from the acclaimed author of Marie
Antoinette. Under Antonia Fraser's intent scrutiny, Catherine of Aragon emerges as a scholar-queen who steadfastly
refused to grant a divorce to her royal husband; Anne Boleyn is absolved of everything but a sharp tongue and an
inability to produce a male heir; and Catherine Parr is revealed as a religious reformer with the good sense to tack with
the treacherous winds of the Tudor court. And we gain fresh understanding of Jane Seymour's circumspect wisdom, the
touching dignity of Anna of Cleves, and the youthful naivete that led to Katherine Howard's fatal indiscretions. The Wives
of Henry VIII interweaves passion and power, personality and politics, into a superb work of history.
No one in history had a more eventful career in matrimony than Henry VIII. His marriages were daring and tumultuous,
and made instant legends of six very different women. In this remarkable study, David Starkey argues that the king was
not a depraved philanderer but someone seeking happiness -- and a son. Knowingly or not, he elevateda group of
women to extraordinary heights and changed the way a nation was governed. Six Wives is a masterful work of history
that intimately examines the rituals of diplomacy, marriage, pregnancy, and religion that were part of daily life for women
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at the Tudor Court. Weaving new facts and fresh interpretations into a spellbinding account of the emotional drama
surrounding Henry's six marriages, David Starkey reveals the central role that the queens played in determining policy.
With an equally keen eye for romantic and political intrigue, he brilliantly recaptures the story of Henry's wives and the
England they ruled.
BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Alison Weir's Mary Boleyn. Handsome, accomplished, and charming,
Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley, staked his claim to the English throne by marrying Mary Stuart, who herself claimed to be the
Queen of England. It was not long before Mary discovered that her new husband was interested only in securing
sovereign power for himself. Then, on February 10, 1567, an explosion at his lodgings left Darnley dead; the intrigue
thickened after it was discovered that he had apparently been suffocated before the blast. After an exhaustive
reevaluation of the source material, Alison Weir has come up with a solution to this enduring mystery. Employing her gift
for vivid characterization and gripping storytelling, Weir has written one of her most engaging excursions yet into Britain’s
bloodstained, power-obsessed past.
The story of Elizabeth I's inner circle and the crucial human relationships which lay at the heart of her personal and
political life. A vivid and often dramatic account, offering a deeper insight into Elizabeth's emotional and political conduct,
and challenging many popular myths about her.
“Fascinating . . . Alison Weir does full justice to the subject.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer At his death in 1547, King Henry
VIII left four heirs to the English throne: his only son, the nine-year-old Prince Edward; the Lady Mary, the adult daughter
of his first wife Katherine of Aragon; the Lady Elizabeth, the teenage daughter of his second wife Anne Boleyn; and his
young great-niece, the Lady Jane Grey. In this riveting account Alison Weir paints a unique portrait of these extraordinary
rulers, examining their intricate relationships to each other and to history. She traces the tumult that followed Henry's
death, from the brief intrigue-filled reigns of the boy king Edward VI and the fragile Lady Jane Grey, to the savagery of
"Bloody Mary," and finally the accession of the politically adroit Elizabeth I. As always, Weir offers a fresh perspective on
a period that has spawned many of the most enduring myths in English history, combining the best of the historian's and
the biographer's art. “Like anthropology, history and biography can demonstrate unfamiliar ways of feeling and being.
Alison Weir's sympathetic collective biography, The Children of Henry VIII does just that, reminding us that human nature
has changed--and for the better. . . . Weir imparts movement and coherence while re-creating the suspense her
characters endured and the suffering they inflicted.”—The New York Times Book Review
The relationship between Queen Elizabeth I of England and her cousin, Mary Queen of Scots, is one of the most
complex, tempestuous and fascinating in history. United in blood but divided by religion, the two women were in some
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ways uniquely close; in others, poles apart. Championed by English Catholics as the rightful Queen of England, Mary
was nevertheless given protection by her cousin after she was deposed amid outrage at her immoral behaviour.
Rumours of papist plots involving Mary were rife and Elizabeth was put under extreme pressure to be rid of this
dangerous threat to her sovereignty and to the Protestant church in England. After much reluctance and procrastination
Elizabeth finally signed Mary's death warrant. Alison Plowden shows how political fear brought out the worst and yet the
best in these women, and how history was overshadowed for centuries afterwards.
Celebrated novelist Daphne Du Maurier and her sisters, eclipsed by her fame, are revealed in all their surprising
complexity in this riveting new biography.
This is the story of a deep and close relationship between two sisters - Virginia Woolf and Vanessa Bell. The influence
they exerted over each others lives, their competitiveness, the fierce love they had for each other and also their intense
rivalry is explored here with subtlety and compassion. The thoughts, motives and actions of these two remarkably artistic
women who jointly created the Bloomsbury Group is revealed with all its intricacies in this moving biography.
The New York Times bestseller from Margaret George—a captivating novel about history's most enthralling queen, the legendary
Elizabeth I. England’s greatest monarch has baffled and intrigued the world for centuries. But what was the Virgin Queen really
like? Lettice Knollys—Elizabeth's flame-haired, look-alike coussin—thinks she knows all too well. Elizabeth’s rival for the love of
Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, and mother to the Earl of Essex, Lettice has been intertwined with Elizabeth since childhood.
This is a story of two women of fierce intellect and desire, one trying to protect her country and throne, the other trying to regain
power and position for her family. Their rivalry, and its ensuing drama, soon involves everyone close to Elizabeth, from the famed
courtiers who enriched the crown to the legendary poets and playwrights who paid homage to it with their works. Filled with
intimate portraits of the personalities who made the Elizabethan age great—Shakespeare, Marlowe, Dudley, Raleigh,
Drake—Elizabeth I provides an unforgettable glimpse of a woman who considered herself married to her people. A queen who
ruled as much from the heart as from the head.
The Heart of the Dragon is the story of Eleanor and Victoria Robinson, a mother and her young daughter, two Americans
vacationing in Hong Kong. It is a harrowing tale of forced abduction and sexual slavery. The two women are kidnapped by a
corrupt customs official and sold to an evil doctor, through whose clinic pass hundreds of trafficked women and children each year.
Juxtaposed against the horrible plight of Eleanor and Victoria are the desperate efforts of two Interpol agents, Gabriel Benson and
Nasih Kubasi, who struggle against a closing window of time to interpret a handful enigmatic clues as to what has become of the
two women. A mysterious coded list of possible transfer points and a list of Swiss bank accounts are all the Interpol agents and the
parade of local detectives, criminologists and crime fighters around the globe have to aid them in their desperate attempt to rescue
the two women. Gabe and Nasih always seem to be one step behind in their frantic effort to rescue Eleanor and Victoria from the
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black world of Human Trafficking and the Global Sex Trade. From Washington DC and Hong Kong, the story wends its way
through China, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, India, Egypt, and finally, to its heartbreaking climax in Morocco. In The Heart of the
Dragon, two lives hang in the balance and Gabe and Nasih cannot afford to make any mistakes. This compelling novel of
international intrigue brings to vivid life the dark underworld of Human Trafficking, Black Market Organ Trafficking, and White
Slavery. Although The Heart of the Dragon is a work of fiction, it is based on contemporary crimes that are very real and that,
unfortunately, happen every day all over the world. The reader cannot fail to be moved by the sheer misery engendered by these
crimes against humanity.
This biography reconstructs the life of the second wife of Henry VIII, drawing on scholarly studies and critical analysis to define an
English queen who has been alternately viewed as a whore, martyr, feminist icon and cautionary tale over the centuries.
When Sir William Temple (1628–99) and Dorothy Osborne (1627–95) began their passionate love affair, civil war was raging in
Britain, and their families—parliamentarians and royalists, respectively—did everything to keep them apart. Yet the couple went on to
enjoy a marriage and a sophisticated partnership unique in its times. Surviving the political chaos of the era, the Black Plague, the
Great Fire of London, and the deaths of all their nine children, William and Dorothy made a life together for more than forty years.
Drawing upon extensive research and the Temples’ own extraordinary writings—including Dorothy’s dazzling letters, hailed by
Virginia Woolf as one of the glories of English literature—Jane Dunn gives us an utterly captivating dual biography, the first to
examine Dorothy’s life as an intellectual equal to her diplomat husband. While she has been known to posterity as the very
symbol of upper-class seventeenth-century domestic English life, Dunn makes clear that Dorothy was a woman of great
complexity, of passion and brilliance, noteworthy far beyond her role as a wife and mother. The remarkable story of William and
Dorothy’s life together—illuminated here by the author’s insight and her vivid sense of place and time—offers a rare glimpse into
the heart and spirit of one of the most turbulent and intriguing eras in British history.
Everyone’s got secrets. Some are just harder to hide. With his father’s ponzi scheme assets frozen, Tom Worthington believes
finishing college is impossible unless he can pay his own way. After months sleeping in his car and driving a pirate taxi for cash,
he’s ready to do just that. But his new, older-student housing comes with an unapologetically gay roommate. Tom doesn’t ask
why Reese Anders has been separated from the rest of the student population. He’s just happy to be sleeping in a bed. Reese
isn’t about to share his brutal story with his gruff new roommate. You’ve seen one homophobic jock, you’ve seen ’em all. He
plans to drag every twink on campus into his bed until Tom moves out. But soon it becomes clear Tom isn’t budging. Tom isn’t
going to let some late-night sex noise scare him off, especially when it’s turning him on. But he doesn’t want any drama either.
He’ll keep his hands, if not his eyes, to himself. Boundaries have a way of blurring when you start sharing truths, though. And if
Tom and Reese cross too many lines, they may need to find out just how far they can bend…before they break. Warning: This book
contains cranky roommates who vacillate between lashing out and licking, some male/male voyeurism, emotional baggage that
neither guy wants to unpack, and the definitive proof that sound carries in college housing. p.p1 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 23.9px
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0.0px; line-height: 18.0px; font: 16.0px 'Helvetica Neue'; color: #444444; -webkit-text-stroke: #444444} span.s1 {font-kerning:
none} THIS EDITION IS A RE-RELEASE OF A PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED VERSION. MINOR CHANGES ONLY HAVE BEEN
MADE.
The Wars of the Roses, which tore apart the ruling Plantagenet family in fifteenth-century England, was truly a domestic drama, as
fraught and intimate as any family feud before or since. But as acclaimed historian Sarah Gristwood reveals, while the events of
this turbulent time are usually described in terms of the men who fought and died seeking the throne, a handful of powerful women
would prove just as decisive as their kinfolks’ clashing armies. A richly drawn, absorbing epic, Blood Sisters reveals how women
helped to end the Wars of the Roses, paving the way for the Tudor age—and the creation of modern England.
'Borman approaches her topic with huge enthusiasm and a keen eye for entertaining...this is a very human story of a remarkable
family, full of vignettes that sit long in the mind.' Dan Jones, The Sunday Times 'Tracy Borman's eye for detail is impressive; the
book is packed with fascinating courtly minutiae... this is a wonderful book.' The Times 'Borman is an authoritative and engaging
writer, good at prising out those humanising details that make the past alive to us.' The Observer 'Fascinating, detailed account of
the everyday reality of the royals... This is a book of rich scholarship.' Daily Mail 'Tracy Borman's passion for the Tudor period
shines forth from the pages of this fascinatingly detailed book, which vividly illuminates what went on behind the scenes at the
Tudor court.' Alison Weir 'I do not live in a corner. A thousand eyes see all I do.' Elizabeth I The Tudor monarchs were constantly
surrounded by an army of attendants, courtiers and ministers. Even in their most private moments, they were accompanied by a
servant specifically appointed for the task. A groom of the stool would stand patiently by as Henry VIII performed his daily purges,
and when Elizabeth I retired for the evening, one of her female servants would sleep at the end of her bed. These attendants knew
the truth behind the glamorous exterior. They saw the tears shed by Henry VII upon the death of his son Arthur. They knew the
tragic secret behind 'Bloody' Mary's phantom pregnancies. And they saw the 'crooked carcass' beneath Elizabeth I's carefully
applied makeup, gowns and accessories. It is the accounts of these eyewitnesses, as well as a rich array of other contemporary
sources that historian Tracy Borman has examined more closely than ever before. With new insights and discoveries, and in the
same way that she brilliantly illuminated the real Thomas Cromwell - The Private Life of the Tudors will reveal previously
unexamined details about the characters we think we know so well.
A source of endless fascination and speculation, the subject of countless biographies, novels, and films, Elizabeth I is now
considered from a thrilling new angle by the brilliant young historian Tracy Borman. So often viewed in her relationships with men,
the Virgin Queen is portrayed here as the product of women—the mother she lost so tragically, the female subjects who worshipped
her, and the peers and intimates who loved, raised, challenged, and sometimes opposed her. In vivid detail, Borman presents
Elizabeth’s bewitching mother, Anne Boleyn, eager to nurture her new child, only to see her taken away and her own life
destroyed by damning allegations—which taught Elizabeth never to mix politics and love. Kat Astley, the governess who attended
and taught Elizabeth for almost thirty years, invited disaster by encouraging her charge into a dangerous liaison after Henry VIII’s
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death. Mary Tudor—“Bloody Mary”—envied her younger sister’s popularity and threatened to destroy her altogether. And animosity
drove Elizabeth and her cousin Mary Queen of Scots into an intense thirty-year rivalry that could end only in death. Elizabeth’s
Women contains more than an indelible cast of characters. It is an unprecedented account of how the public posture of femininity
figured into the English court, the meaning of costume and display, the power of fecundity and flirtation, and how Elizabeth
herself—long viewed as the embodiment of feminism—shared popular views of female inferiority and scorned and schemed against
her underlings’ marriages and pregnancies. Brilliantly researched and elegantly written, Elizabeth’s Women is a unique take on
history’s most captivating queen and the dazzling court that surrounded her.
This book reveals the ways in which proximity to the throne dominated and frequently marred the lives of the Tudor cousins, sometimes
contributing to their deaths. At almost any time, the Tudor succession might have been diverted to a descendant of one of Henry VIII's sisters.
To be a Tudor cousin from the 1520s to the end of the sixteenth century was to live in constant uncertainty, wondering if 'fate' would offer
crown and throne. There were times when the crown hovered just out of reach. The descendants of Henry VIII's sisters showed many of the
traits admired or deplored in the characters of the Tudor monarchs. Their stories offer a new perspective on the Tudor monarchs' actions and
policies. It is a dramatic one, containing conspiracy, rebellion, usurpation, treason, execution, and themes that are more often the stuff of
fiction.
Elizabeth I acceded to the throne in 1558, restoring the Protestant faith to England. At the heart of the new queen's court lay Elizabeth's
bedchamber, closely guarded by the favoured women who helped her dress, looked after her jewels and shared her bed. Elizabeth's private
life was of public, political concern. Her bedfellows were witnesses to the face and body beneath the make-up and elaborate clothes, as well
as to rumoured illicit dalliances with such figures as Robert Dudley. Their presence was for security as well as propriety, as the kingdom was
haunted by fears of assassination plots and other Catholic subterfuge. For such was the significance of the queen's body: it represented the
very state itself. This riveting, revealing history of the politics of intimacy uncovers the feminized world of the Elizabethan court. Between the
scandal and intrigue the women who attended the queen were the guardians of the truth about her health, chastity and fertility. Their stories
offer extraordinary insight into the daily life of the Elizabethans, the fragility of royal favour and the price of disloyalty.
In this engrossing novel of historical suspense, New York Times bestselling author Alison Weir tells the dramatic intertwined stories of two
women—Katherine Grey and Kate Plantagenet—separated by time but linked by twin destinies . . . . involving the mysterious tragic fate of the
young Princes in the Tower. When her older sister, Lady Jane Grey, the Nine Days’ Queen, is executed in 1554 for unlawfully accepting the
English crown, Lady Katherine Grey’s world falls apart. Barely recovered from this tragic loss she risks all for love, only to incur the wrath of
her formidable cousin Queen Elizabeth I, who sees Katherine as a rival for her insecure throne. Interlaced with Katherine’s story is that of her
distant kinswoman Kate Plantagenet, the bastard daughter of Richard III, the last Plantagenet king. In 1483, Kate travels to London for
Richard’s coronation, and her world changes forever. Kate loves her father, but before long she hears terrible rumors about him that threaten
all she holds dear. Like Katherine Grey, she falls in love with a man who is forbidden to her. Then Kate embarks on what will become a
perilous quest, covertly seeking the truth about what befell her cousins the Princes in the Tower, who may have been victims of Richard III’s
lust for power. But time is not on Kate’s side, or on Katherine’s. Katherine finds herself a prisoner in the Tower of London, the sinister
fortress that overshadowed the lives of so many royal figures, including the boy princes. Will Elizabeth demand the full penalty for treason?
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And what secrets will Katherine find hidden within the Tower walls? Alison Weir’s new novel is a page-turning story set within a framework of
fascinating historical authenticity. In this rich and layered tapestry, Katherine and Kate discover that possessing royal blood can prove to be a
dangerous inheritance. Look for special features inside and an excerpt from Alison Weir's Captive Queen. Join the Random House Reader’s
Circle for author chats and more. Praise for A Dangerous Inheritance “Highly compelling [with] plenty to keep readers enthralled.”—Historical
Novel Review “A page turner . . . too juicy to put down . . . Alison Weir’s strong suit as a fiction writer is making her novels living
history.”—The Courier-Journal “With its evident in-depth research and creative twists, this tale of two women trying to make sense of the
power of the English crown . . . is nothing short of riveting.”—Library Journal (starred review) “No one alive knows as much about the Tudors
as Weir. . . . Any reader of Hilary Mantel’s excellent Tudor evocations will want to explore this book as well.”—Kirkus Reviews “Stunning . . .
A richly layered cake of love, sex, danger, death, and mystery.”—Sunday Express (UK)
Elizabeth I was born into a world of women.As a child, she was served by a predominantly female household of servants and governesses,
with occasional visits from her mother, Anne Bolyen, and the wives who later took her place.As Queen, Elizabeth was cons
The riveting true story of mother-and-daughter queens Catherine de' Medici and Marguerite de Valois, whose wildly divergent personalities
and turbulent relationship changed the shape of their tempestuous and dangerous century. Set in magnificent Renaissance France, this is the
story of two remarkable women, a mother and daughter driven into opposition by a terrible betrayal that threatened to destroy the realm.
Catherine de' Medici was a ruthless pragmatist and powerbroker who dominated the throne for thirty years. Her youngest daughter
Marguerite, the glamorous "Queen Margot," was a passionate free spirit, the only adversary whom her mother could neither intimidate nor
control. When Catherine forces the Catholic Marguerite to marry her Protestant cousin Henry of Navarre against her will, and then uses her
opulent Parisian wedding as a means of luring his followers to their deaths, she creates not only savage conflict within France but also a
potent rival within her own family. Rich in detail and vivid prose, Goldstone's narrative unfolds as a thrilling historical epic. Treacherous court
politics, poisonings, inter-national espionage, and adultery form the background to a story that includes such celebrated figures as Elizabeth I,
Mary, Queen of Scots, and Nostradamus. The Rival Queens is a dangerous tale of love, betrayal, ambition, and the true nature of courage,
the echoes of which still resonate.
Returning to Scotland, she married again (unhappily), gave birth to her only child, who would later betray her, suffered the horror of her
secretary and second husband being murdered, endured abduction and rape by a third, and finally captivity and escape from a remote castle
in the Highlands. Her last eighteen years as a prisoner in England, while certainly quieter, continued to be marked by conspiracy and intrigue,
and a fraught relationship with her cousin Elizabeth I.
This Whitbread Award–winning biography and basis for the film Mary Queen of Scots starring Saoirse Ronan and Margot Robbie “reads like
Shakespearean drama” (The Atlanta Journal-Constitution). “A triumph . . . A masterpiece full of fire and tragedy.” —Amanda Foreman, author
of Georgiana In the first full-scale biography of Mary Stuart in more than thirty years, John Guy creates an intimate and absorbing portrait of
one of history’s greatest women, depicting her world and her place in the sweep of history with stunning immediacy. Bringing together all
surviving documents and uncovering a trove of new sources for the first time, Guy dispels the popular image of Mary Queen of Scots as a
romantic leading lady—achieving her ends through feminine wiles—and establishes her as the intellectual and political equal of Elizabeth I.
Through Guy’s pioneering research and superbly readable prose, we come to see Mary as a skillful diplomat, maneuvering ingeniously
among a dizzying array of factions that sought to control or dethrone her. Queen of Scots is an enthralling, myth-shattering look at a complex
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woman and ruler and her time. “The definitive biography . . . Gripping . . . A pure pleasure to read.” —The Washington Post Book World
“Reads like Shakespearean drama, with all the delicious plotting and fresh writing to go with it.” —The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
One of the most intelligent of all the Tudors, Elizabeth grew up in the shadow of her brother, Edward, and her sister, Mary. Growing up in
loneliness her first twenty-five years, she ascended to the throne of England in 1558 and reigned 45 years. This book is an evocation of the
Elizabethan era as well as presenting the "real" Elizabeth.

"Compelling...A masterly feat...A magnificent, sweeping, authoritative, warm yet wry history." --The Wall Street Journal In
this fascinating and intimate portrait of the Stuarts, author Allan Massie takes us deep into one of history's bloodiest and
most tumultuous reigns. Exploring the family's lineage from the first Stuart king to the last, The Royal Stuarts is a
panoramic history of the family that acted as a major player in the Scottish Wars of Independence, the Union of the
Crowns, the English Civil War, the Restoration, and more. Drawing on the accounts of historians past and present,
novels, and plays, this is the complete story of the Stuart family, documenting their path from the salt marshes of Brittany
to the thrones of Scotland and England and eventually to exile. The Royal Stuarts brings to life figures like Mary, Queens
of Scots, Charles I, and Bonnie Prince Charlie, uncovering a family of strong affections and fierce rivalries. Told with
panache, this is the gripping true story of backstabbing, betrayal, and ambition gone awry.
The fascinating but ultimately tragic tale of Mary, Queen of Scots, holds eternal appeal. In this beautifully illustrated book,
now available in paperback, Susan Watkins re-creates the world in which Mary lived the landscapes, the palaces and the
courtly culture, and the fine details of the domestic scene in vivid word pictures, which give life to the wealth of historical
illustrations and specially taken photographs by Mark Fiennes, who accompanied Susan Watkins on her journey in
search of the true story behind the Queen across three countries.
The latest novel from #1 New York Times bestselling author Philippa Gregory features one of the most famous women in
history, Lady Jane Grey, and her two sisters, each of whom dared to defy her queen. Jane Grey was queen of England
for nine days. Her father and his allies crowned her instead of the dead king’s half-sister Mary Tudor, who quickly
mustered an army, claimed her throne, and locked Jane in the Tower of London. When Jane refused to betray her
Protestant faith, Mary sent her to the executioner’s block, where Jane transformed her father’s greedy power-grab into
tragic martyrdom. “Learn you to die,” was the advice Jane wrote to her younger sister Katherine, who has no intention of
dying. She intends to enjoy her beauty and her youth and fall in love. But she is heir to the insecure and infertile Queen
Mary and then to her sister Queen Elizabeth, who will never allow Katherine to marry and produce a Tudor son. When
Katherine’s pregnancy betrays her secret marriage, she faces imprisonment in the Tower, only yards from her sister’s
scaffold. “Farewell, my sister,” writes Katherine to the youngest Grey sister, Mary. A beautiful dwarf, disregarded by the
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court, Mary keeps family secrets, especially her own, while avoiding Elizabeth’s suspicious glare. After seeing her sisters
defy their queens, Mary is acutely aware of her own danger, but determined to command her own life. What will happen
when the last Tudor defies her ruthless and unforgiving cousin Queen Elizabeth?
By concentrating on the early years from Elizabeth's birth in 1533 to her accession in 1558, this book shows how her
experiences of danger and adventure formed her remarkable character and shaped her opinions and beliefs. --from
publisher description.
Many volumes have been written about the long reign of Elizabeth I. Now, for the first time, comes a brilliant new work
that focuses on the critical year her reign ended, a time in which England lost its childless queen and a Machiavellian
struggle ensued to find her successor. December 1602. After forty-four years on the throne, Queen Elizabeth is in
decline. The formidable ruler whose motto is Semper eadem (I never change) has become a dithering old woman,
missing teeth and wearing makeup half an inch thick. The kingdom has been weakened by the cost of war with Spain
and the simmering discontent of both the rich and the poor. The stage has been set, at long last, for succession. But the
Queen who famously never married has no heir. Elizabeth’s senior relative is James VI of Scotland, Protestant son of
Elizabeth’s cousin Mary Queen of Scots. But as a foreigner and a Stuart, he is excluded from the throne under English
law. The road to and beyond his coronation will be filled with conspiracy and duplicity, personal betrayals and political
upheavals. Bringing history to thrilling life, Leanda de Lisle captures the time, place, and players as never before. As the
Queen nears the end, we witness the scheming of her courtiers for the candidates of their choice; blood-soaked infighting
among the Catholic clergy as they struggle to survive in the face of persecution; the widespread fear that civil war,
invasion, or revolution will follow the monarch’s death; and the signs, portents, and ghosts that seem to mark her end.
Here, too, are the surprising and, to some, dismaying results of James’s ascension: his continuation of Elizabeth’s
persecution of Catholics, his desire to unite his two kingdoms into a new country called Britain, and the painful contrast
between the pomp and finery of Elizabeth’s court and the begrimed quality of his own. Around the old queen and the
new king, swirl a cast of unforgettable characters, including Arbella Stuart, James’s ambitious and lonely first cousin; his
childish, spoiled rival for power, Sir Walter Raleigh, who plotted to overthrow the king; and Sir John Harrington,
Elizabeth’s wily godson, who switched his loyalties to James long before the queen’s death. Courtesy of Leanda de
Lisle’s keenly modern view of this tumultuous time, we are given intimate insights into of political power plays and
psychological portraits relevant to our own era. After Elizabeth is a unique look at a pivotal year–and a dazzling debut for
an exciting new historian.
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