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English 11 The Crucible Video Questions Answers
A comprehensive critical reference guide for film, video, and DVD discusses both
popular movies and independent and international movies; reviews more than ten
thousand films, including films from more than fifty countries; offers five different
indexes--by star, director, theme, genre, and national origin--and more. Original.
25,000 first printing.
A literary study guide that includes summaries and commentaries.
From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of ‘March’ and ‘People of the Book’. A
young woman’s struggle to save her family and her soul during the extraordinary
year of 1666, when plague suddenly struck a small Derbyshire village.
The Master Key System is a personal development book by Charles F. Haanel.
The book describes many New Thought beliefs such as the law of attraction,
creative visualization and man's unity with God, and teaches the importance of
truth, harmonious thinking and the ability to concentrate. The Book that will not
only leave you 'feeling' good, but also 'thinking' good. In The Master Key System,
presented as a series of twenty-four lessons, delivered to students, Charles
Haanel discusses everything from how to feel healthy to how to become wealthy.
Using precise logic and a consistent, common-sense frame-work, Haanel shows
us how to achieve that what we most desire. Used as thus instructed "The Master
Key" will make of the reader a greater, better personality, and equipped with a
new power to achieve any worthy personal purpose and a new ability to enjoy
life's beauty and wonder.
Timely, thoughtful, and comprehensive, this text directly supports pre-service and
in-service teachers in developing curriculum and instruction that both addresses
and exceeds the requirements of the Common Core State Standards. Adopting a
critical inquiry approach, it demonstrates how the Standards’ highest and best
intentions for student success can be implemented from a critical, culturally
relevant perspective firmly grounded in current literacy learning theory and
research. It provides specific examples of teachers using the critical inquiry
curriculum framework of identifying problems and issues, adopting alternative
perspectives, and entertaining change in their classrooms to illustrate how the
Standards can not only be addressed but also surpassed through engaging
instruction. The Second Edition provides new material on adopting a critical
inquiry approach to enhance student engagement and critical thinking planning
instruction to effectively implement the CCSS in the classroom fostering critical
response to literary and informational texts using YA literature and literature by
authors of color integrating drama activities into literature and speaking/listening
instruction teaching informational, explanatory, argumentative, and narrative
writing working with ELL students to address the language Standards using
digital tools and apps to respond to and create digital texts employing formative
assessment to provide supportive feedback preparing students for the PARCC
and Smarter Balanced assessments using the book’s wiki site
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http://englishccss.pbworks.com for further resources
Of French and Malagasy stock, involved in South African politics from an early
age, Alex La Guma was arrested for treason with 155 others in 1956 and finally
acquitted in 1960. During the State of Emergency following the Sharpeville
massacre he was detained for five months. Continuing to write, he endured
house arrest and solitary confinement. La Guma left South Africa as a refugee in
1966 and lived in exile in London and Havana. He died in 1986. A Walk in the
Night and Other Stories reveals La Guma as one of the most important African
writers of his time. These works reveal the plight of non-whites in apartheid South
Africa, laying bare the lives of the poor and the outcasts who filled the ghettoes
and shantytowns.
To the residents of Miguel Street, a derelict corner of Trinidad’s capital, their
neighbourhood is a complete world, where everybody is quite different from
everybody else. There’s Popo the carpenter, who neglects his livelihood to build
“the thing without a name;” Man-man, who goes from running for public office to
staging his own crucifixion; Big Foot, the dreaded bully with glass tear ducts; and
the lovely Mrs. Hereira, in thrall to her monstrous husband. Their lives (and the
legends their neighbours construct around them) are rendered by V. S. Naipaul
with Dickensian verve and Chekhovian compassion in this tender, funny novel.
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Physick Book of Deliverance Dane
comes a chilling mystery?Prep meets The Crucible. It's senior year at St. Joan's
Academy, and school is a pressure cooker. College applications, the battle for
valedictorian, deciphering boys' texts: Through it all, Colleen Rowley and her friends
are expected to keep it together. Until they can't. First it's the school's queen bee, Clara
Rutherford, who suddenly falls into uncontrollable tics in the middle of class. Her
mystery illness quickly spreads to her closest clique of friends, then more students and
symptoms follow: seizures, hair loss, violent coughing fits. St. Joan's buzzes with
rumor; rumor blossoms into full-blown panic. Soon the media descends on Danvers,
Massachusetts, as everyone scrambles to find something, or someone, to blame.
Pollution? Stress? Or are the girls faking? Only Colleen?who's been reading The
Crucible for extra credit?comes to realize what nobody else has: Danvers was once
Salem Village, where another group of girls suffered from a similarly bizarre epidemic
three centuries ago . . . Inspired by true events?from seventeenth-century colonial life
to the halls of a modern-day high school?Conversion casts a spell. With her signature
wit and passion, New York Times bestselling author Katherine Howe delivers an
exciting and suspenseful novel, a chilling mystery that raises the question, what's really
happening to the girls at St. Joan's?
The Salem Witch Trials is based on over twenty-five years of archival
research--including the author's discovery of previously unknown documents--newly
found cases and court records. From January 1692 to January 1697 this history unfolds
a nearly day-by-day narrative of the crisis as the citizens of New England experienced
it.
A haunting examination of groupthink and mass hysteria in a rural community The
place is Salem, Massachusetts, in 1692, an enclave of rigid piety huddled on the edge
of a wilderness. Its inhabitants believe unquestioningly in their own sanctity. But in
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Arthur Miller's edgy masterpiece, that very belief will have poisonous consequences
when a vengeful teenager accuses a rival of witchcraft—and then when those
accusations multiply to consume the entire village. First produced in 1953, at a time
when America was convulsed by a new epidemic of witch-hunting, The Crucible
brilliantly explores the threshold between individual guilt and mass hysteria, personal
spite and collective evil. It is a play that is not only relentlessly suspenseful and vastly
moving but that compels readers to fathom their hearts and consciences in ways that
only the greatest theater ever can. "A drama of emotional power and impact" —New
York Post
The Green Mile, Stephen King’s #1 New York Times bestselling novel, was first
published twenty years ago in six original paperback installments. Inspiration for the
Oscar-nominated film starring Tom Hanks about an innocent man on death row, The
Green Mile is now available for the first time in e-serial form. The Mouse on the Mile is
Volume Two. Paul Edgecombe’s story continues with the addition of two characters,
one a new prisoner awaiting his own date with “Old Sparky,” Cold Mountain’s electric
chair. He’s William “Wild Bill” Wharton, a killer with an aim to cause as much trouble
as he can before his execution date. The other newcomer is a mouse. Called
Steamboat Willy by the guards who first noticed him, he’s later renamed Mr. Jingles by
Eduard Delacroix, another of the death row inmates who eventually takes in the mouse
and makes him his pet—a bit of cold comfort for a man condemned to walk the Green
Mile.
The capabilities and possibilities of emerging game-based learning technologies bring
about a new perspective of learning and instruction. This, in turn, necessitates
alternative ways to assess the kinds of learning that is taking place in the virtual worlds
or informal settings. accordingly, aligning learning and assessment is the core for
creating a favorable and effective learning environment. The edited volume will cover
the current state of research, methodology, assessment, and technology of gamebased learning. There will be contributions from international distinguished researchers
which will present innovative work in the areas of educational psychology, educational
diagnostics, educational technology, and learning sciences. The edited volume will be
divided into four major parts.
With her award-winning debut novel, Purple Hibiscus, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie was
heralded by the Washington Post Book World as the “21st century daughter” of Chinua
Achebe. Now, in her masterly, haunting new novel, she recreates a seminal moment in
modern African history: Biafra’s impassioned struggle to establish an independent
republic in Nigeria during the 1960s. With the effortless grace of a natural storyteller,
Adichie weaves together the lives of five characters caught up in the extraordinary
tumult of the decade. Fifteen-year-old Ugwu is houseboy to Odenigbo, a university
professor who sends him to school, and in whose living room Ugwu hears voices full of
revolutionary zeal. Odenigbo’s beautiful mistress, Olanna, a sociology teacher, is
running away from her parents’ world of wealth and excess; Kainene, her urbane twin,
is taking over their father’s business; and Kainene’s English lover, Richard, forms a
bridge between their two worlds. As we follow these intertwined lives through a military
coup, the Biafran secession and the subsequent war, Adichie brilliantly evokes the
promise, and intimately, the devastating disappointments that marked this time and
place. Epic, ambitious and triumphantly realized, Half of a Yellow Sun is a more
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powerful, dramatic and intensely emotional picture of modern Africa than any we have
had before.
The work that is being presented in "The Book of Smokeless Fire" is based on a very
little known and overlooked Solomonic text simply known as "Miscelaneo de Salomon,"
which amazingly mirrors that of Lovecraft's, "Necronomicon" both in content and
history.

One of the finest living writers in the English language, V. S. Naipaul gives us a
tale as wholly unexpected as it is affecting, his first novel since the exultantly
acclaimed A Way in the World, published seven years ago. Half a Life is the story
of Willie Chandran, whose father, heeding the call of Mahatma Gandhi, turned his
back on his brahmin heritage and married a woman of low caste—a disastrous
union he would live to regret, as he would the children that issued from it. When
Willie reaches manhood, his flight from the travails of his mixed birth takes him
from India to London, where, in the shabby haunts of immigrants and literary
bohemians of the 1950s, he contrives a new identity. This is what happens as he
tries to defeat self-doubt in sexual adventures and in the struggle to become a
writer—strivings that bring him to the brink of exhaustion, from which he is
rescued, to his amazement, only by the love of a good woman. And this is what
happens when he returns with her—carried along, really—to her home in Africa, to
live, until the last doomed days of colonialism, yet another life not his own. In a
luminous narrative that takes us across three continents, Naipaul explores his
great theme of inheritance with an intimacy and directness unsurpassed in his
extraordinary body of work. And even as he lays bare the bitter comical ironies of
assumed identities, he gives us a poignant spectacle of the enervation peculiar to
a borrowed life. In one man’s determined refusal of what he has been given to
be, Naipaul reveals the way of all our experience. As Willie comes to see,
“Everything goes on a bias. The world should stop, but it goes on.” A
masterpiece of economy and emotional nuance, Half a Life is an indelible feat of
the imagination.
“Fascinating . . . memorable . . . revealing . . . perhaps the best of Carl Sagan’s
books.”—The Washington Post Book World (front page review) In Cosmos, the
late astronomer Carl Sagan cast his gaze over the magnificent mystery of the
Universe and made it accessible to millions of people around the world. Now in
this stunning sequel, Carl Sagan completes his revolutionary journey through
space and time. Future generations will look back on our epoch as the time when
the human race finally broke into a radically new frontier—space. In Pale Blue Dot,
Sagan traces the spellbinding history of our launch into the cosmos and
assesses the future that looms before us as we move out into our own solar
system and on to distant galaxies beyond. The exploration and eventual
settlement of other worlds is neither a fantasy nor luxury, insists Sagan, but
rather a necessary condition for the survival of the human race. “Takes readers
far beyond Cosmos . . . Sagan sees humanity’s future in the stars.”—Chicago
Tribune
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Presents the text of Alice Walker's story "Everyday Use"; contains background
essays that provide insight into the story; and features a selection of critical
response. Includes a chronology and an interview with the author.
New York magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York
Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as the trusted resource for
readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and
excitement of the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an
idea.
A seamstress and friend of Mrs. Abraham Lincoln describes her days as a slave
and her memories of the martyred President and his First Lady
Journalist Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity
were their curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary and their four children
lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the
mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his
children's imagination, teaching them how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary
painted and wrote and couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family.
When the money ran out, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining
town Rex had tried to escape. As the dysfunction escalated, the children had to
fend for themselves, supporting one another as they found the resources and will
to leave home. Yet Walls describes her parents with deep affection in this tale of
unconditional love in a family that, despite its profound flaws, gave her the fiery
determination to carve out a successful life. -- From publisher description.
When, in the winter of 1691, accusations of witchcraft surface in her small New
England village, twelve-year-old Mary Chase fights to save her mother from
execution.
From the barbed, childish taunt on the school playground, to the eloquent sophistry of a lawyer
prising open a legal loophole in a court of law, meaning arises each time we use language to
communicate with one another. How we use language - to convey ideas, make requests, ask a
favour, and express anger, love or dismay - is of the utmost importance; indeed, linguistic
meaning can be a matter of life and death. In The Crucible of Language, Vyvyan Evans
explains what we know, and what we do, when we communicate using language; he shows
how linguistic meaning arises, where it comes from, and the way language enables us to
convey the meanings that can move us to tears, bore us to death, or make us dizzy with
delight. Meaning is, he argues, one of the final frontiers in the mapping of the human mind.
Drawing on real historical documents but infused with the intensity of imagination, sly humor,
and intellectual fire for which award-winning author Rivka Galchen’s writing is known,
Everyone Knows Your Mother Is a Witch is a tale for our time—the story of how a community
becomes implicated in collective aggression and hysterical fear. The year is 1619, in the
German duchy of Württemberg. Plague is spreading. The Thirty Years War has begun, and
fear and suspicion are in the air throughout the Holy Roman Empire. In the small town of
Leonberg, Katherina Kepler is accused of being a witch. An illiterate widow, Katherina is known
by her neighbors for her herbal remedies and the success of her children, including her eldest,
Johannes, who is the Imperial Mathematician and renowned author of the laws of planetary
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motion. It’s enough to make anyone jealous, and Katherina has done herself no favors by
being out and about and in everyone’s business. So when the deranged and insipid Ursula
Reinbold (or as Katherina calls her, the Werewolf) accuses Katherina of offering her a bitter,
witchy drink that has made her ill, Katherina is in trouble. Her scientist son must turn his
attention from the music of the spheres to the job of defending his mother. Facing the threat of
financial ruin, torture, and even execution, Katherina tells her side of the story to her friend and
next-door neighbor Simon, a reclusive widower imperiled by his own secrets. Provocative and
entertaining, Galchen’s bold new novel touchingly illuminates a society, and a family, undone
by superstition, the state, and the mortal convulsions of history.
The Butter Battle Book, Dr. Seuss's classic cautionary tale, introduces readers to the important
lesson of respecting differences. The Yooks and Zooks share a love of buttered bread, but
animosity brews between the two groups because they prefer to enjoy the tasty treat
differently. The timeless and topical rhyming text is an ideal way to teach young children about
the issues of tolerance and respect. Whether in the home or in the classroom, The Butter
Battle Book is a must-have for readers of all ages.
Inspiring Dialogue helps new English teachers make dialogic teaching practices a central part
of their development as teachers, while also supporting veteran teachers who would like new
ideas for inspiring talk in their classrooms. Chapter by chapter, the book follows novice
teachers as they build a repertoire of practices for planning for, carrying out, and assessing
their efforts at dialogic teaching across the secondary English curriculum. The text also
includes a section to support dialogic teacher learning communities through video study and
discourse analysis. Providing a thorough discussion of the benefits of dialogic curriculum in
meeting the objectives of the Common Core State Standards, this book with its companion
website is an ideal resource for teacher development. Book Features: Dialogic tools for step-bystep planning within a lesson, over the course of a unit, or during an entire academic year.A
user-friendly, interactive layout designed for new teachers who are pressed for time.Classroom
examples addressing the challenges English teachers may face in stimulating rich learning talk
in an era of standardization. A companion website with additional examples, activities, and
course material. “Real talk. Real classrooms. Real students. The authors of Inspiring Dialogue
have given teacher education programs a tool for introducing dialogic teaching in culturally and
linguistically diverse classrooms while meeting Common Core State Standards objectives.”
—Maisha T. Winn, Susan J. Cellmer Chair in English Education, University of
Wisconsin–Madison, author of Girl Time: Literacy, Justice and the School-to-Prison Pipeline
“Inspiring Dialogue covers a comprehensive and practical set of tools and strategies for
implementing dialogic instruction. . . . It is a program that has been fully tested at Michigan
State University in one of the most thorough and carefully crafted teacher education programs
nationally.” —From the Foreword by Martin Nystrand, professor emeritus, University of
Wisconsin–Madison “One of the most exciting aspects of English language arts is the
discussion that can occur in the classroom. For many teachers, however, it is often a struggle
to structure and implement real dialogue. Inspiring Dialogue provides specific guidance to
encourage authentic conversations between teachers and students with practical advice for
implementation.” —Leila Christenbury Chair, Department of Teaching and Learning,
Commonwealth Professor, English Education, School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth
University Mary M. Juzwik is associate professor of language and literacy in the Department of
Teacher Education at Michigan State University (MSU), and co-editor of the journal Research
in the Teaching of English. Carlin Borsheim-Black is assistant professor of English language
and literature at Central Michigan University (CMU). Samantha Caughlan is an assistant
professor of English education in the Department of Teacher Education at MSU. Anne Heintz
is an adjunct professor in the Master of Arts in Educational Technology program at MSU.
A darkly satirical novel of love, revenge, and 1950s haute couture—now a major motion picture
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starring Kate Winslet, Judy Davis, Liam Hemsworth, and Hugo Weaving After twenty years
spent mastering the art of dressmaking at couture houses in Paris, Tilly Dunnage returns to the
small Australian town she was banished from as a child. She plans only to check on her ailing
mother and leave. But Tilly decides to stay, and though she is still an outcast, her lush,
exquisite dresses prove irresistible to the prim women of Dungatar. Through her fashion
business, her friendship with Sergeant Farrat—the town’s only policeman, who harbors an
unusual passion for fabrics—and a budding romance with Teddy, the local football star whose
family is almost as reviled as hers, she finds a measure of grudging acceptance. But as her
dresses begin to arouse competition and envy in town, causing old resentments to surface, it
becomes clear that Tilly’s mind is set on a darker design: exacting revenge on those who
wronged her, in the most spectacular fashion.
The Instant New York Times Bestseller! A speculative thriller in the vein of The Handmaid’s
Tale and The Power. Optioned by Universal and Elizabeth Banks to be a major motion picture!
“A visceral, darkly haunting fever dream of a novel and an absolute page-turner. Liggett’s
deeply suspenseful book brilliantly explores the high cost of a misogynistic world that denies
women power and does it with a heart-in-your-throat, action-driven story that’s equal parts
horror-laden fairy tale, survival story, romance, and resistance manifesto. I couldn’t stop
reading.” – Libba Bray, New York Times bestselling author Survive the year. No one speaks of
the grace year. It’s forbidden. In Garner County, girls are told they have the power to lure
grown men from their beds, to drive women mad with jealousy. They believe their very skin
emits a powerful aphrodisiac, the potent essence of youth, of a girl on the edge of womanhood.
That’s why they’re banished for their sixteenth year, to release their magic into the wild so
they can return purified and ready for marriage. But not all of them will make it home alive.
Sixteen-year-old Tierney James dreams of a better life—a society that doesn’t pit friend against
friend or woman against woman, but as her own grace year draws near, she quickly realizes
that it’s not just the brutal elements they must fear. It’s not even the poachers in the woods,
men who are waiting for a chance to grab one of the girls in order to make a fortune on the
black market. Their greatest threat may very well be each other. With sharp prose and gritty
realism, The Grace Year examines the complex and sometimes twisted relationships between
girls, the women they eventually become, and the difficult decisions they make in-between.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE’S 100 BEST YA BOOKS
OF ALL TIME The extraordinary, beloved novel about the ability of books to feed the soul even
in the darkest of times. When Death has a story to tell, you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany.
The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and will become busier still.
Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence
for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help
of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her
neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement. In
superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity, award-winning author Markus Zusak, author
of I Am the Messenger, has given us one of the most enduring stories of our time. “The kind of
book that can be life-changing.” —The New York Times “Deserves a place on the same shelf
with The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank.” —USA Today DON’T MISS BRIDGE OF
CLAY, MARKUS ZUSAK’S FIRST NOVEL SINCE THE BOOK THIEF.

The Xaros broke against Earth's defenses, but the war may be lost. The alien
ships of former allies rule Earth's skies, threatening to obliterate cities and turn
the planet into a barren wasteland if humanity refuses their demands. With their
backs to the wall, the scattered crew of the Breitenfeld must work together to foil
the enemy's plan before time runs out. The path to freedom leads through THE
CRUCIBLE.
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Stasiland tells true stories of people who heroically resisted the communist
dictatorship of East Germany, and of people who worked for its secret police, the
Stasi. Internationally hailed as a classic, it is ‘fascinating, entertaining, hilarious,
horrifying and very important’ (Tom Hanks) and ‘a heartbreaking, beautifully
written book.’ (Claire Tomalin). East Germany was one of the most intrusive
surveillance states of all time. One in 7 people spied on their friends, family and
colleagues. In ‘the most humane and sensitive way’ (J.M. Coetzee) Funder tells
the true stories of four people who had the extraordinary courage to refuse to
collaborate with the Stasi, and the price they paid. She meets Miriam Weber, who
was imprisoned at 16 after scaling the Berlin Wall. She drinks with the legendary
“Mik Jegger” of the Eastern Bloc who was ‘disappeared’. And she finds former
Stasi men who defend their regime long past its demise, and yearn for the
second coming of Communism. Stasiland won the Samuel Johnson Prize for
best non-fiction published in English in 2004. It was a finalist for the Guardian
First Book Award, the W.H. Heinemann Award, the Index Freedom of Expression
Awards, The Age Book of the Year Awards, the Queensland Premier’s Literary
Award and the Adelaide Festival Awards for Literature (Innovation in Writing). It is
read in schools and universities in many countries, and has been adapted for CD
and the stage by The National Theatre, London.
These New editions of the successful, highly-illustrated study/revision guides
have been fully updated to meet the latest specification changes. Written by
experienced examiners, they contain in-depth coverage of the key information
plus hints, tips and guidance about how to achieve top grades in the A2 exams.
"Where "The Book of Smokeless Fire" reintroduced to the world, the Djinn of the
house of 'Taw-All', and gave it the means to set them free against deserving
targets, "The Book of Smokeless Fire II; Into the Crucible" picks up and continues
the sinister tradition. Now that the Djinn have been reintroduced and a new
system of evocation established, it's now time to delve deeper, to brush back the
dunes of sand and work with a select few powerful Djinn. This volume will focus
on Iblis, the first opposer and leader of the house of 'Taw-All', His mighty son;
Zoobghah, His devastating daughter; Shara and a great king of Djinn; Fiqitush.
This volume is to work with these beings on a core level, to truly bring out the
base essence of the Smokeless Fire they are created from. In this work, intimate
rituals are given to fully tap into the sinister nature that eternally flows through
them...and the black magician."
A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth explanation, essay, and test prep
for selected works by Arthur Miller, two-time Tony Winner and 1949 Pulitzer Prize
Winner for Drama. Titles in this study guide include All My Sons, Death of a
Salesman, The Crucible, A Memory Of Two Mondays, A View From The Bridge,
After The Fall, and Incident at Vichy. As an influential, yet controversial, figure of
American theatre, Miller expertly combined social awareness with a searching
concern for his characters' inner ambitions. Moreover, Miller offered his
audiences great entertainment mixed with thought-provoking social criticism. This
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Bright Notes Study Guide explores the context and history of Miller’s classic
work, helping students to thoroughly explore the reasons they have stood the
literary test of time. Each Bright Notes Study Guide contains: - Introductions to
the Author and the Work - Character Summaries - Plot Guides - Section and
Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide
series offers an in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of literature,
exploring characters, critical commentary, historical background, plots, and
themes. This set of study guides encourages readers to dig deeper in their
understanding by including essay questions and answers as well as topics for
further research.
Amid the turbulence of prerevolutionary Russia, the lives of two families become
inextricably entwined. When Anna Burenin leaves her tiny village to work in St.
Petersburg, she is thrust into the life of the spoiled Princess Katrina Fedorcenko.
Soon both peasant and princess will face the prospect of their beloved Russia
being torn apart.
Pulitzer Prize–winning author John Matteson illuminates three harrowing months
of the Civil War and their enduring legacy for America. December 1862 drove the
United States toward a breaking point. The Battle of Fredericksburg shattered
Union forces and Northern confidence. As Abraham Lincoln’s government
threatened to fracture, this critical moment also tested five extraordinary
individuals whose lives reflect the soul of a nation. The changes they underwent
led to profound repercussions in the country’s law, literature, politics, and
popular mythology. Taken together, their stories offer a striking restatement of
what it means to be American. Guided by patriotism, driven by desire, all five
moved toward singular destinies. A young Harvard intellectual steeped in
courageous ideals, Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. confronted grave challenges to his
concept of duty. The one-eyed army chaplain Arthur Fuller pitted his frail body
against the evils of slavery. Walt Whitman, a gay Brooklyn poet condemned by
the guardians of propriety, and Louisa May Alcott, a struggling writer seeking an
authentic voice and her father’s admiration, tended soldiers’ wracked bodies as
nurses. On the other side of the national schism, John Pelham, a West Point
cadet from Alabama, achieved a unique excellence in artillery tactics as he
served a doomed and misbegotten cause. A Worse Place Than Hell brings
together the prodigious forces of war with the intimacy of individual lives.
Matteson interweaves the historic and the personal in a work as beautiful as it is
powerful.
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