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The fifth edition of Dr. Hall's popular book on rigging math breaks down complex
entertainment rigging (theatre and arena) calculations and makes them easy to
understand. It also provides hints for remembering many rigging formulas. It is a great
resource for anyone studying for either ETCP rigging exam, and includes an
explanation of the equations found on the ETCP Certified Rigger - Formula Table. The
third edition has a greatly expanded section on arena rigging, as well as more material
and appendices for theatrical rigging.
“Current fans and recovering Hulkamaniacs alike should find [Sex, Lies, and
Headlocks] as gripping as the Camel Clutch.” —Maxim Sex, Lies, and Headlocks is the
ultimate behind-the-scenes look at the backstabbing, scandals, and high-stakes
gambles that have made wrestling an enduring television phenomenon. The man
behind it all is Vince McMahon, a ruthless and entertaining visionary whose
professional antics make some of the flamboyant characters in the ring look tame by
comparison. Throughout the book, the authors trace McMahon’s rise to power and
examine the appeal of the industry’s biggest stars—including Ed “Strangler” Lewis,
Gorgeous George, Bruno Sammartino, Ric Flair, and, most recently, Stone Cold Steve
Austin and The Rock. In doing so, they show us that while WWE stock is traded to the
public on Wall Street, wrestling remains a shadowy world guided by a century-old code
that stresses secrecy and loyalty. With a new afterword, this is the definitive book about
the history of pro wrestling. “Reading this excellent behind-the-scenes look at wrestling
promoter McMahon . . . is almost as entertaining and shocking as watching the most
extreme antics of McMahon’s comic-book style creations such as Steve Austin and
The Rock.” —Publishers Weekly “A quintessentially American success story of a cocky
opportunist defying the odds and hitting it big . . . Sparkling cultural history from an
author wise enough to let the facts and personalities speak for themselves.”—Kirkus
Reviews
Scenic automation has earned a reputation of being complicated and cantankerous, a
craft best left to the elite of our industry. Not sure of the difference between a VFD,
PLC, or PID? If you have dreamed of choreographing scene changes with
computerized machinery, but get lost in the technical jargon the Scenic Automation
Handbook will guide you along the road to elegant automation. Adopting a pragmatic
approach, this book breaks down any automation system into five points, known as the
Pentagon of Power. Breaking down a dauntingly complex system into bite- size pieces
makes it easy to understand how components function, connect, and communicate to
form a complete system. Presenting the fundamental behaviors and functions of
Machinery, Feedback Sensors, Amplifiers, Controls, and Operator Interfaces, the
Scenic Automation Handbook demystifies automation, reinforcing each concept with
practical examples that can be used for experimentation. Automation is accessible –
come along and learn how!
The first book in the industry tailored specifically for the entertainment professional,
Vectorworks for Entertainment Design covers the ins and outs of Vectorworks software
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for lighting, scenic, and sound design. With a detailed look at the design process, from
idea to development, to the documentation necessary for execution, Vectorworks for
Entertainment Design will encourage you to create your own process and workflow
through exercises that build on one another. The text stresses the process of
developing an idea, visualizing it, and evolving it for presentation, documentation, or
drafting. The author focuses on both the technical how-to and the art of design, giving
you the tools you need to learn and then use the application professionally. Fully
illustrated with step-by-step instructions, it contains inspirational work from Broadway,
major regional companies, and non-theatrical, entertainment design.
Now a major motion picture directed by Robert Zemeckis and starring Joseph GordonLevitt, an artist of the air re-creates his six-year plot to pull off an act of incomparable
beauty and imagination. More than a quarter century before September 11, 2001, the
World Trade Center was immortalized by an act of unprecedented daring and beauty.
In August 1974, a young Frenchman named Philippe Petit boldly—and illegally—fixed a
rope between the tops of the still-young Twin Towers, a quarter mile off the ground. At
daybreak, thousands of spectators gathered to watch in awe and adulation as he
traversed the rope a full eight times in the course of an hour. In The Walk, Petit
recounts the six years he spent preparing for this achievement, a tour de force of
imagination and tenacity. Petit’s achievement made headlines around the world. In this
stunning book, Petit tells the dramatic story of this history-making walk, from conception
and clandestine planning to the performance and its aftermath. It draws on Petit’s own
journals, in which he sketched and scribbled everything from his budgets to his
strategies for rigging a high wire between two of the most secure towers in the world. It
is a fitting tribute to those lost-but-not-forgotten symbols of human aspiration—the Twin
Towers. Skyhorse Publishing, along with our Arcade, Good Books, Sports Publishing,
and Yucca imprints, is proud to publish a broad range of biographies, autobiographies,
and memoirs. Our list includes biographies on well-known historical figures like
Benjamin Franklin, Nelson Mandela, and Alexander Graham Bell, as well as villains
from history, such as Heinrich Himmler, John Wayne Gacy, and O. J. Simpson. We
have also published survivor stories of World War II, memoirs about overcoming
adversity, first-hand tales of adventure, and much more. While not every title we publish
becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to
books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose work might not
otherwise find a home.
The application of electricity for the theatre or a concert stage is not the same as for a
residence or commercial building. Electricity for the Entertainment Electrician &
Technician provides you with the fundamentals of theory of electricity as well as the
latest guidelines and tips for how to stay safe, current and meet the needs of the
entertainment industry. Written by an ETCP (Entertainment Technician Certification
Program) trainer this reference supports practicing technicians and provides new
technicians the assistance needed for a successful career in the entertainment industry.
* The only reference on electricity for the entertainment industry professional! * Written
by an ETCP (Entertainment Technician Certification Program) trainer and seasoned
professional * Free additional practice problems and animations at
www.electricityentertainmenttech.com
Succinct and jargon free, Stage Rigging Handbook remains the only book in any
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language that covers the design, operation, and maintenance of stage rigging
equipment. It is written in an at-a-glance outline form, yet contains in-depth information
available nowhere else. This second edition includes two new parts: the first, and
expanded discussion of the forces and loads on stage rigging components and the
structure supporting them; the second, an examination of block and tackle rigging. The
remaining four parts contain numerous revisions. Explaining his purpose, Jay O.
Glerum points out that four main principles make up the core of this book: know the
rigging system; know that it is in safe working order; know how to use it; keep your
concentration. Glerum applies these principles to all of the major types of stage rigging
systems, including block and tackle, hemp, counterweight, and motorized. He describes
each type of rigging, then thoroughly reviews the operating procedures and ways of
inspecting existing systems.
This book breaks down complex entertainment rigging (theatre and arena) calculations
and makes them easy to understand. It also provides hints for remembering many
rigging formulas. It is a great resource for anyone studying for either ETCP rigging
exam, and includes an explanation of the equations found on the ETCP Certified Rigger
- Formula Table. This edition has a great deal of reference information for
entertainment riggers of all types.
Whether you are a student technician or a union rigger, The Arena Riggers' Handbook
is a "must have" book for your library. Written by experienced and certified riggers, this
book clearly describes all aspects of arena rigging, including: hardware, rigging
techniques, electricity, rigging math, safety and more. It even includes an arena rigging
quiz to help you access your preparedness for taking an arena rigging certification
exam.
From the basics of physical forces and mathematical formulas to performer flying and
stage automation, Entertainment Rigging for the 21st Century provides you with insider
information into rigging systems and the skills you need to safely operate them. Over
the past decade, the entertainment industry has witnessed major changes in rigging
technology, as manually operated rigging has given way to motorized systems in both
permanent and touring productions, and greater attention has been paid to
standardizing safety practices. This book leads you through what is currently happening
in the industry, why it’s happening, and how. Accessible for riggers and non-riggers
alike, it contains details on the technology and methodology used to achieve the
startling effects found in concerts and stage shows. With a foreword written by Monona
Rossol, this text contains contributions from industry leaders including: Rocky Paulson
Bill Gorlin Tray Allen Roy Bickel Keith Bohn Karen Butler Stuart Cox Bill Sapsis Dan
Culhane Eddie Raymond Chris Higgs Carla Richters Joe McGeough Scott Fisher
Comprehensive. Detailed. Practical. Set Lighting Technician's Handbook, Fourth
Edition, is a friendly, hands-on manual covering the day-to-day practices, equipment,
and tricks of the trade essential to anyone doing motion picture lighting, including the
lamp operator, rigging crew, gaffer, best boy, or director of photography. This handbook
offers a wealth of practical technical information, useful techniques, as well as aesthetic
discussions. The Set Lighting Technician's Handbook focuses on what is important
when working on-set: trouble-shooting, teamwork, set protocol, and safety. It describes
tricks and techniques for operating a vast array of lighting equipment including LEDs,
xenons, camera synchronous strobes, black lights, underwater units, lighting effects
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units, and many others. Since its first edition, this handy on-set reference continues to
be widely adopted as a training and reference manual by union training programs as
well as top university film production programs. New to the fourth edition: * Detailed
information on LED technology and gear * Harmonized with union safety and training
procedures * All the latest and greatest DMX gadgets, including remote control systems
* Many new and useful lights and how to use them and troubleshoot them. * New
additions to the arsenal of electrical distribution equipment that make our sets safer and
easier to power. * More rigging tricks and techniques. * the same friendly, easy to read
style that has made this book so popular.
Here is a must-have book for anyone producing a stage show without a Broadwaysized budget. Written by a technical theater veteran, The Perfect Stage Crew explains
the pitfalls to avoid and provides solutions to the most common—and the most
complex—stage performance problems, even for theaters with a lack of resources. An
invaluable guide for middle and high school theaters, college theaters, and community
theaters, The Perfect Stage Crew teaches readers how to: Stock, organize, and store
the essential backstage supplies Conceptualize, design, and build sets Manage a stage
crew effectively Paint scenery and backdrops Test, design, and hang lighting Operate
and repair sound equipment Set cues Promote your show This expanded second
edition covers up-to-date technology, including for use with recording, sound, and
lighting. Chapters also cover such crucial topics as running technical rehearsals,
gathering props, and creating and selling tickets. Theater groups that need to learn the
nuts and bolts of putting a show together will discover how to turn backstage workers
into The Perfect Stage Crew. Allworth Press, an imprint of Skyhorse Publishing,
publishes a broad range of books on the visual and performing arts, with emphasis on
the business of art. Our titles cover subjects such as graphic design, theater, branding,
fine art, photography, interior design, writing, acting, film, how to start careers, business
and legal forms, business practices, and more. While we don't aspire to publish a New
York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are deeply committed to quality
books that help creative professionals succeed and thrive. We often publish in areas
overlooked by other publishers and welcome the author whose expertise can help our
audience of readers.
Whether you're a professional Character TD or just like to create 3D characters, this
detailed guide reveals the techniques you need to create sophisticated 3D character
rigs that range from basic to breathtaking. Packed with step-by-step instructions and fullcolor illustrations, Body Language walks you through rigging techniques for all the body
parts to help you create realistic and believable movements in every character you
design. You'll learn advanced rigging concepts that involve MEL scripting and
advanced deformation techniques and even how to set up a character pipeline.
What goes on tour stays on tour -- unless you're the the first woman roadie in the world
At just fifteen, Tana Douglas ran away to the circus that was rock 'n' roll in the 1970s,
taking a job with a young and upcoming band called AC/DC. While still a teenager she
headed to the UK and later the US to work for a who's who of bands and artists. Life on
the road was exhilarating, hard work, occasionally surreal but never dull, particularly
when you're the only woman in the road crew and the #metoo movement is still 40
years away. Whether wrangling Iggy Pop across Europe, climbing trusses while seven
months pregnant, drinking shots of JD with Bon Scott backstage at Wembley, or
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donning a tailor-made suit to do lights for Elton at Windsor Castle, Tana did it all. Loud
is rock 'n' roll like you've never seen it before, by a woman who not only survived the allmale world on the road but climbed to the top and lived to tell the tale. AC/DC * Deep
Purple * ELO * Elton John * Ice Cube * Ice-T * Iggy Pop* INXS * Iron Maiden * Lenny
Kravitz * Neil Diamond * Ozzy Osbourne * Patti Smith * Pearl Jam * Rage Against the
Machine * Red Hot Chili Peppers * Santana * Status Quo * Suzi Quatro * The Offspring
* The Police * The Runaways * The Who * Vanda & Young and more!
(Vocal Selections). Six has received rave reviews around the world for its modern take on the
stories of the six wives of Henry VIII and it's finally opening on Broadway! From Tudor queens
to pop princesses, the six wives take the mic to remix five hundred years of historical
heartbreak into an exuberant celebration of 21st century girl power! Songs include: All You
Wanna Do * Don't Lose Ur Head * Ex-Wives * Get Down * Haus of Holbein * Heart of Stone * I
Don't Need Your Love * No Way * Six.
Automated Performer Flying: The State of the Art shares the secrets of performer flying in
entertainment history and provides step-by-step instructions on how to create a performer
flying effect from scratch. This book sheds light on all aspects of performer flying, covering its
history, explaining concepts like mechanical compensation versus electrical compensation,
providing guidance on how to calculate stopping distances and forces, and sharing tips on how
to build successful relationships with performers. Case studies of prominent productions
featuring performer flying, including Cirque du Soleil and Beyoncé, are included throughout.
Written for technical directors, theatrical riggers, and students of rigging, technical direction,
and stagecraft courses, Automated Performer Flying takes readers through the process of
creating a performer flying effect from the first spark of the idea to opening night.
"This is a Borzoi book published by Alfred A. Knopf"--Title page verso.
Celebrating the uniqueness of theater, with a ripping good yarn. With an introduction from the
author.
In a terrifyingly short time, a male college instructor and his female student descend from a
discussion of her grades into a modern reprise of the Inquisition. Innocuous remarks suddenly
turn damning. Socratic dialogue gives way to heated assault. And the relationship between a
somewhat fatuous teacher and his seemingly hapless pupil turns into a fiendishly accurate X
ray of the mechanisms of power, censorship, and abuse.
A guide to both practical and theoretical aspects of rigging for the entertainment industry.
This invaluable guide takes a step-by-step approach to the most common and popular theatre
production practices and covers important issues related to the construction of wooden, fabric,
plastic, and metal scenery used on the stage. This new edition of the Illustrated Theatre
Production Guide uniquely shows you how to build scenery through detailed lessons and
hundreds of drawings. The illustrations make this book like no other and offers solutions to
problems that you face, from rigging and knot tying, to drapery folding and the most detailed
information on metal framing available. Written for the community theatre worker who has to be
a jack of all trades and the student who needs to learn the fundamentals, respected author
John Holloway teaches in a way that covers the necessities but doesn't bog you down with
heavy language and boring verbosity. New features in this book range from expanded
information on metal framing and foam construction to brand new elements such as a chapter
on stage management and an extremely helpful Website with videos -- meant to go along with
the informative section on projects. These videos take you from the drawings and descriptions
in the book to the video instructions that will help you learn visually. A must have for the theatre
professional as a guide to refer back to over and over again.

This eagerly awaited text from the United States Institute for Theatre Technology
Physics of Theatre Project provides a firm conceptual grounding in physics
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principles along with a clear guide of how to apply those concepts to numerous
common theatrical situations. How much power do you need to drive a wagon or
skid? Why do we use design factors and where do those values come from? How
does a rake affect the moving scenery installed on it? The Physics of Theatre:
Mechanics is a first step to understanding why the machines in theatre work the
way they do. The first half of the book uses theatrical examples to guide readers
through developing an understanding of kinematics, statics and dynamics,
rotational mechanics, and center of mass. The second half applies these
concepts to increasingly complex theatrical machines: wagons and skids, static
rigging, dynamic rigging, turntables, and jackknives. For some theatre
technicians, the idea of delving headlong into physics might seam daunting, so a
math primer is included to help exercise those math skills again before diving into
the text. The examples and formulas used in this text are algebra and
trigonometry based. Theatre technicians do harder things than this every day.
You can do this math. For instructors, this text includes a guide to pedagogical
techniques and resources which have been validated through research and are
known to increase student learning. The examples in this book work up from first
principles - Newton's laws and basic truths about how the world functions. By
working all of the formulas from the ground up, students learn how and why the
formulas work. They can also make informed decisions about how to change the
formula to fit their specific situations. Understanding first principles and having
the ability to derive equations is an incredibly powerful skill. There are no mystery
equations in this book. In each case, the reader knows where the equation came
from and what assumptions were made. One of the great powers of working
formulas from base principles is that one set of concepts allows a user to create
and adapt one formula for multiple situations rather than trying to remember
numerous formulas, each for a specific case. For instance, this text will walk
readers through generating one formula to determine the tensions in 2-point
bridle rigging. Whether the bridles are even or uneven, at the same height or
different heights doesn't matter. The tensions can be found for any bridle if we
know the angles off of vertical and the load. The same advantage exists for linear
motion. If we are willing to do a little math, we can determine the force necessary
to drive a wagon or skid at a particular acceleration, stop a fire curtain cleanly at
the deck, or investigate why allowable fall arrest distances are what they are. The
process for all of these situations is startlingly similar. It doesn't matter if we
generate the necessary force with cylinders, motors or humans. If we start with
the forces acting on a system, then we can choose the mechanics that best fit
our situation, rather than choosing a type mechanism up front. It also gives us a
straight-forward path for combining machines. The Physics of Theatre:
Mechanics hopes to increase our intuition as technicians and mechanical
designers, so we can create a safer, more efficient industry.
This fully indexed third edition remains the only book in any language that covers
the design, operation, and maintenance of stage-rigging equipment.
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Deadly distractions -- Totally under control -- Seeking revenge -- The P-word -Rebelling against the experts -- Refusing to mask up -- Bunkers, blasts, and
bibles -- Staring down the dragon -- A sea of empty seats -- The skunks at the
picnic -- Fear and fantasy -- Self-sabotage -- Stand back and stand by -Nobody's immune -- Somebody's crazy uncle -- The reckoning -- The big lie -Strange rangers -- Cries of injustice -- Hitting a dead end -- The insurrection -Landing the bad boy -- Epilogue.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER · WALL STREET JOURNAL
BESTSELLER · USA TODAY BESTSELLER “The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and
the Horse is not only a thought-provoking, discussion-worthy story, the book itself
is an object of art.”- The New York Times From the revered British illustrator, a
modern fable for all ages that explores life’s universal lessons, featuring 100
color and black-and-white drawings. “What do you want to be when you grow
up?” asked the mole. “Kind,” said the boy. Charlie Mackesy offers inspiration
and hope in uncertain times in this beautiful book based on his famous quartet of
characters. The Boy, the Mole, the Fox, and the Horse explores their unlikely
friendship and the poignant, universal lessons they learn together. Radiant with
Mackesy’s warmth and gentle wit, The Boy, the Mole, the Fox, and the Horse
blends hand-written narrative with dozens of drawings, including some of his bestloved illustrations (including “Help,” which has been shared over one million
times) and new, never-before-seen material. A modern classic in the vein of The
Tao of Pooh, The Alchemist, and The Giving Tree, this charmingly designed
keepsake will be treasured for generations to come.
EBOOK ONLY FRENCH EDITION The Event Safety Guide is the United States’
first published safety guidance directed specifically at the live event industry.
Culled from existing life safety standards and the insight of top professionals
within the event industry, The Event Safety Guide compiles the best operational
practices currently available in the live event industry in a single easily referenced
manual. The guide is not a “how-to book” or a complicated set of standards.
Rather, it is intended to help busy industry professionals know what safe
workplace practices might be, heighten their understanding of the importance of
safety in everything they do, and apply these best practices in their daily work.
Designed for field use, The Event Safety Guide is categorically organized and
written in straightforward and easily understood language. Thirty-nine chapters
and five appendixes address a broad range of subjects relevant to most events,
including emergency planning, weather preparedness, and fire safety, as well as
specific technical issues such as pyrotechnics, rigging, and temporary staging.
Included appendixes provide additional resources, including helpful planning
checklists and information on the National Incident Management System (NIMS)
Incident Command System (ICS). All referenced standards are thoroughly cited
within the text to ensure readers know precisely where to turn for additional
information. Whether you’re a seasoned veteran or just starting out in the event
industry, you’ll find The Event Safety Guide to be an indispensable reference
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when planning your next event.
SwitchPoints is the inspiring story of how Canadian National Railway (CN)
advanced from good to great in a few short years–becoming North America's topperforming railroad and a favorite with of corporate customers and investors. In it,
the authors reveal how company-wide culture change propelled this aging
transportation giant to become the profitable powerhouse it is today. Rich with
insights and anecdotes, SwitchPoints offers lessons that can be applied to any
organization seeking to improve the bottom line by improving their culture.
Introduction to Show Networking covers the basics of how Ethernet networks
provide a platform for entertainment control and audio/video media distribution for
concerts, theatre productions, corporate and special events, cruise ship revues,
wrestling shows, houses of worship, museum presentations, fountain
spectaculars—any kind of show presented live for an audience. The book’s
bottom-up approach was designed with show technicians in mind, starting with
the basics and then moving up through cables, network switches, and layering,
and on through Ethernet, and network components like TCP, UDP, IP and subnet
masks, all with a practical focus. More advanced concepts are introduced,
including broadcast storms and VLANs, along with show networking best
practices. Closing out the book is a network design process demonstrated
through practical, real-world examples for lighting, sound, video, scenic
automation, and show control networks. An appendix covering binary and
hexadecimal numbers is also included. This easy-reading book draws from
Huntington’s Show Networks and Control Systems, the industry standard since
1994, but is completely re-focused, reorganized, and updated.
"Safety and Health for the Stage: Collaboration with the Production Process is a
practical guide to integrating safety and health into the production process for live
entertainment in the context of compliance with applicable codes, standards, and
recommended practices. This book explores the need for safety and health to become
an integral aspect of theatre production and live entertainment, focusing on specific
steps to take and policies to employ to bring a safety and health program into full
collaboration in the production process. Readers will learn how to comply with legal
codes and standards as they initiate and implement an effective safety and health
program in their theatre production organization or academic theatre department. The
book includes references and links to other industry-specific safety and health
resources, as well as a Glossary of Safety and Health Terms to navigate the safe and
health jargon in the context of theatre and live entertainment. Written for practitioners
who are engaged in all aspects of theatre production and live entertainment, as well as
educators who train and influence the next generations of these practitioners, this book
is an essential resource for creating a positive culture of safety in live entertainment.
Safety and Health for the Stage: Collaboration with the Production Process includes
links to electronic versions of sample safety and health programs, industry-specific
policies and recommended practices, and forms and templates related to many of the
topics covered in the book"-Readers of Mike Uva's GRIP BOOK who are interested in more detailed information on
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the work of the grip department will welcome his new rigging manual, clearly detailing
all the ways to mount cameras and lights both on a set as well as on location. The book
covers the latest truss systems, rigging equipment and portable stages, as well as lifts,
boom arms and camera mounts for every type of moving vehicle. The book is not
limited to equipment specifications, however; Uva offers tips and tricks throughout in
order to make the process of setting up and shooting safer and more efficient. Grips
often need to invent makeshift solutions in a short time, and Uva shares many such
devices developed over his years in the film and TV industry. This book will help grips
and key grips move on to the bigger feature projects and commercials that require this
equipment. It will also be useful for directors of photography and producers in preplanning the required equipment for specific shots.
The 21st Century Maritime Silk Road is a key component of China's Belt and Road
Initiative and, as such, can play a crucial role in the development of maritime
infrastructure throughout Asia and the Pacific in the coming years. This report,
developed with the kind support of Sunny International, looks into the overall impacts of
the Maritime Silk Road on tourism and assesses the tourism potential of Maritime Silk
Road thematic routes across Asia and beyond. The report shows that cruise tourism,
targeted investments in decayed maritime infrastructure and the reutilization of ancient
port cities can reinvigorate available heritage, support local communities and help
diversify a country's tourism sector.
Novel based on Pirates and buried gold of Treasure Island (Imaginary place).
Entertainment Rigging for the 21st CenturyCompilation of Work on Rigging Practices,
Safety, and Related TopicsCRC Press
In her New York Times bestseller White Rage, Carol Anderson laid bare an insidious
history of policies that have systematically impeded black progress in America, from
1865 to our combustible present. With One Person, No Vote, she chronicles a related
history: the rollbacks to African American participation in the vote since the 2013
Supreme Court decision that eviscerated the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Known as the
Shelby ruling, this decision effectively allowed districts with a demonstrated history of
racial discrimination to change voting requirements without approval from the
Department of Justice. Focusing on the aftermath of Shelby, Anderson follows the
astonishing story of government-dictated racial discrimination unfolding before our very
eyes as more and more states adopt voter suppression laws. In gripping, enlightening
detail she explains how voter suppression works, from photo ID requirements to
gerrymandering to poll closures. And with vivid characters, she explores the resistance:
the organizing, activism, and court battles to restore the basic right to vote to all
Americans as the nation gears up for the 2020 presidential election season.
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