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Edited by Eric Foner and coordinated with each chapter of
the text, this companion to Give Me Liberty! includes primarysource documents touching on the theme of American
freedom. The freedom theme is explored in the words of wellknown historical figures and ordinary Americans. Each
document is accompanied by an introductory headnote and
study questions.
Describes the changes brought about by the Civil War,
discusses the impact of slavery's end, and looks at the
political, economic, and social aspects of Reconstruction.
Give Me Liberty! is the #1 book in the U.S. history survey
course because it works in the classroom. A single-author
text by a leader in the field, Give Me Liberty! delivers an
authoritative, accessible, concise, and integrated American
history. Updated with powerful new scholarship on
borderlands and the West, the Fifth Edition brings new
interactive History Skills Tutorials and Norton InQuizitive for
History, the award-winning adaptive quizzing tool. The bestselling Seagull Edition is also available in full color for the first
time.
“A masterwork [by] the preeminent historian of the Civil War
era.”—Boston Globe Selected as a Notable Book of the Year
by the New York Times Book Review, this landmark work
gives us a definitive account of Lincoln's lifelong engagement
with the nation's critical issue: American slavery. A master
historian, Eric Foner draws Lincoln and the broader history of
the period into perfect balance. We see Lincoln, a pragmatic
politician grounded in principle, deftly navigating the dynamic
politics of antislavery, secession, and civil war. Lincoln's
greatness emerges from his capacity for moral and political
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growth.
A powerful text by an acclaimed historian, Give Me Liberty!
delivers an authoritative, concise, and integrated American
history. In the Sixth Edition, Eric Foner addresses a question
that has motivated, divided, and stirred passionate debates:
ÒWho is an American?Ó With new coverage of issues of
inclusion and exclusionÑreinforced by new primary source
features in the text and a new secondary source tutorial
onlineÑGive Me Liberty! strengthens studentsÕ most
important historical thinking skills. The Seagull Edition offers
the complete text of the Full Edition in full color and a portable
trim size with fewer illustrations and maps and an
exceptionally low price.
Originally released in 1990, The New American Historyedited
for the American Historical Association by Eric Foner, has
become an indispensable volume for teachers and students.
In essays that chart the shifts in interpretation within their
fields, some of our most prominent American historians
survey the key works and themes in the scholarship of the
last three decades. Along with substantially revised essays
from the first edition, this volume presents three entirely new
ones - on intellectual history, the history of the West, and the
histories of the family and sexuality. The second edition of
The New American Historyreflects, in Foner's words, "the
continuing vitality and creativity of the study of the past, how
traditional fields are being expanded and redefined even as
new ones are created." Author note: Eric Foner is DeWitt
Clinton Professor of History at Columbia University. He is the
author of numerous books, including Reconstruction,
1863-1877which was awarded the Bancroft Prize.
Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Eric Foner tells the story of
how, between 1830 and 1860, three remarkable men from
New York city - a journalist, a furniture polisher, and a black
minister - led a secret network that helped no fewer than
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3,000 fugitive slaves from the southern states of America to a
new life of liberty in Canada.
‘Reconstruction’ is the name given to the period that,
beginning shortly before the end of the American Civil War
and running until 1877, saw the frustration of federal
government's attempts to integrate the newly freed slaves
into the American political and economic system. It ended in
frustration, disillusionment and also violence, with individual
southern states denying rights to freed slaves, preventing
them from voting, and largely forcing them back into roles that
exploited their labor and prevented them from gaining access
to education. For much of the 20th century, the predominant
view of the Reconstruction period was that of the Dunning
School, which argued that former slaves were unprepared for
the responsibilities of voting and holding office, and that it
was their incapability of handling such responsibilities – and
not the racist actions of whites – that was largely responsible
for the failures of the Reconstruction period. Eric Foner's
great work reverses those judgements. Foner adopts a
problem-solving approach, asking productive questions of
state archives and generating and assessing alternative
possibilities to assess the views of the Dunning School in a
much wider context. His verdict – that slaves and freedmen
were often key figures who shaped the eventual emergence
of a more progressive American democracy – is backed up by
persuasive reasoning which explains how these results came
about and shows how the white establishment, led by
President Andrew Johnson, was primarily responsible for the
disasters of the Reconstruction era.

This "masterful treatment of one of the most complex
periods of American history" (New Republic) made
history when it was originally published in 1988. It
redefined how Reconstruction was viewed by
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historians and people everywhere in its chronicling of
how Americans -- black and white -- responded to
the unprecedented changes unleashed by the war
and the end of slavery. This "smart book of
enormous strengths" (Boston Globe) has since gone
on to become the classic work on the wrenching postCivil War period -- an era whose legacy reverberates
still today in the United States.
From the Pulitzer Prize–winning scholar, a timely
history of the constitutional changes that built
equality into the nation’s foundation and how those
guarantees have been shaken over time. The
Declaration of Independence announced equality as
an American ideal, but it took the Civil War and the
subsequent adoption of three constitutional
amendments to establish that ideal as American law.
The Reconstruction amendments abolished slavery,
guaranteed all persons due process and equal
protection of the law, and equipped black men with
the right to vote. They established the principle of
birthright citizenship and guaranteed the privileges
and immunities of all citizens. The federal
government, not the states, was charged with
enforcement, reversing the priority of the original
Constitution and the Bill of Rights. In grafting the
principle of equality onto the Constitution, these
revolutionary changes marked the second founding
of the United States. Eric Foner’s compact,
insightful history traces the arc of these pivotal
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amendments from their dramatic origins in pre–Civil
War mass meetings of African-American “colored
citizens” and in Republican party politics to their
virtual nullification in the late nineteenth century. A
series of momentous decisions by the Supreme
Court narrowed the rights guaranteed in the
amendments, while the states actively undermined
them. The Jim Crow system was the result. Again
today there are serious political challenges to
birthright citizenship, voting rights, due process, and
equal protection of the law. Like all great works of
history, this one informs our understanding of the
present as well as the past: knowledge and vigilance
are always necessary to secure our basic rights.
How Chinese migration to the world’s goldfields
upended global power and economics and forged
modern conceptions of race. In roughly five decades,
between 1848 and 1899, more gold was removed
from the earth than had been mined in the 3,000
preceding years, bringing untold wealth to individuals
and nations. But friction between Chinese and white
settlers on the goldfields of California, Australia, and
South Africa catalyzed a global battle over “the
Chinese Question”: would the United States and the
British Empire outlaw Chinese immigration? This
distinguished history of the Chinese diaspora and
global capitalism chronicles how a feverish alchemy
of race and money brought Chinese people to the
West and reshaped the nineteenth-century world.
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Drawing on ten years of research across five
continents, prize-winning historian Mae Ngai
narrates the story of the thousands of Chinese who
left their homeland in pursuit of gold, and how they
formed communities and organizations to help
navigate their perilous new world. Out of their
encounters with whites, and the emigrants’
assertion of autonomy and humanity, arose the
pernicious western myth of the “coolie” laborer, a
racist stereotype used to drive anti-Chinese
sentiment. By the turn of the twentieth century, the
United States and the British Empire had answered
“the Chinese Question” with laws that excluded
Chinese people from immigration and citizenship.
Ngai explains how this happened and argues that
Chinese exclusion was not extraneous to the
emergent global economy but an integral part of it.
The Chinese Question masterfully links important
themes in world history and economics, from
Europe’s subjugation of China to the rise of the
international gold standard and the invention of
racist, anti-Chinese stereotypes that persist to this
day.
In thiscollection of polemical pieces, Foner expounds
on the relevance ofAbraham Lincoln's legacy in the
age of Obama and on the need foranother era of
Reconstruction. In addition to articles in which
Fonercalls out politicians and the powerful for their
abuse and misuseof American history, Foner
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assesses some of his fellow leadinghistorians of the
late 20th century, including Richard
Hofstadter,Howard Zinn and Eric Hobsbawm. Foner
ends with an open letterto Bernie Sanders analysing
the great tradition of radicalism thathe has spent his
career studying and which, he argues, Americansof
progressive disposition should seek to celebrate and
retrieve.
A powerful text by an acclaimed historian, Give Me
Liberty! delivers an authoritative, concise, and
integrated American history. In the Sixth Edition, Eric
Foner addresses a question that has motivated,
divided, and stirred passionate debates: "Who is an
American?" With new coverage of issues of inclusion
and exclusion--reinforced by new primary source
features in the text and a new secondary source
tutorial online--Give Me Liberty! strengthens
students' most important historical thinking skills.
An abridged version of Reconstruction: America's
Unfinished Revolution, the definitive study of the
aftermath of the Civil War, winner of the Bancroft
Prize, Avery O. Craven Prize, Los Angeles Times
Book Award, Francis Parkman Prize, and Lionel
Trilling Prize.
Voices of Freedom: A Documentary History is the
only reader with a thematic focus on American
freedom in its many dimensions. The organization of
this compact, unintimidating collection of primary
source documents mirrors that of the enormously
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successful Give Me Liberty! family of U.S. survey
texts, and has been fully updated to match the Fifth
Edition. Affordable and an exceptional value when
packaged with Give Me Liberty!, Voices of Freedom
is now available for the first time in an alternative
ebook format.
From the "preeminent historian of Reconstruction"
(New York Times Book Review), the prize-winning
classic work on the post-Civil War period that
shaped modern America. Eric Foner's "masterful
treatment of one of the most complex periods of
American history" (New Republic) redefined how the
post-Civil War period was viewed. Reconstruction
chronicles the way in which Americans—black and
white—responded to the unprecedented changes
unleashed by the war and the end of slavery. It
addresses the ways in which the emancipated
slaves' quest for economic autonomy and equal
citizenship shaped the political agenda of
Reconstruction; the remodeling of Southern society
and the place of planters, merchants, and small
farmers within it; the evolution of racial attitudes and
patterns of race relations; and the emergence of a
national state possessing vastly expanded authority
and committed, for a time, to the principle of equal
rights for all Americans. This "smart book of
enormous strengths" (Boston Globe) remains the
standard work on the wrenching post-Civil War
period—an era whose legacy still reverberates in the
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United States today.
A landmark history of postwar America and the second
volume in the Penguin History of the United States series,
edited by Eric Foner In this momentous work, acclaimed labor
historian Joshua B. Freeman presents an epic portrait of the
United States in the latter half of the twentieth century,
revealing a nation galvanized by change even as conflict
seethed within its borders. Beginning in 1945, he charts the
astounding rise of the labor movement and its pitched
struggle with the bastions of American capitalism in the 1940s
and '50s, untangling the complicated threads between the
workers’ agenda and that of the civil rights and women’s
movements. Through the lens of civil rights, the Cold War
struggle, and the labor movement, American Empire teaches
us something profound about our past while illuminating the
issues that continue to animate American political discourse
today.
Winner of the J. Anthony Lukas Award Longlisted for the
Cundill History Prize "Absorbing.... Segregation is not one
story but many. Luxenberg has written his with energy,
elegance and a heart aching for a world without it."--James
Goodman, The New York Times Book Review
Chronicles the history of America's pursuit of liberty, tracing
the struggles among freed slaves, union organizers, women
rights advocates, and other groups to widen freedom's
promise
A groundbreaking work that exposes the twisted origins of
affirmative action. In this "penetrating new analysis" (New
York Times Book Review) Ira Katznelson fundamentally
recasts our understanding of twentieth-century American
history and demonstrates that all the key programs passed
during the New Deal and Fair Deal era of the 1930s and
1940s were created in a deeply discriminatory manner.
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Through mechanisms designed by Southern Democrats that
specifically excluded maids and farm workers, the gap
between blacks and whites actually widened despite postwar
prosperity. In the words of noted historian Eric Foner,
"Katznelson's incisive book should change the terms of
debate about affirmative action, and about the last seventy
years of American history."
The leading U.S. history textbook, with a new focus on "Who
is an American?"
A groundbreaking new history, telling the stories of hundreds
of African-American activists and officeholders who risked
their lives for equality-in the face of murderous violence-in the
years after the Civil War. By 1870, just five years after
Confederate surrender and thirteen years after the Dred Scott
decision ruled blacks ineligible for citizenship, Congressional
action had ended slavery and given the vote to black men.
That same year, Hiram Revels and Joseph Hayne Rainey
became the first African-American U.S. senator and
congressman respectively. In South Carolina, only twenty
years after the death of arch-secessionist John C. Calhoun, a
black man, Jasper J. Wright, took a seat on the state's
Supreme Court. Not even the most optimistic abolitionists
thought such milestones would occur in their lifetimes. The
brief years of Reconstruction marked the United States' most
progressive moment prior to the civil rights movement.
Previous histories of Reconstruction have focused on
Washington politics. But in this sweeping, prodigiously
researched narrative, Douglas Egerton brings a much bigger,
even more dramatic story into view, exploring state and local
politics and tracing the struggles of some fifteen hundred
African-American officeholders, in both the North and South,
who fought entrenched white resistance. Tragically, their
movement was met by ruthless violence-not just riotous
mobs, but also targeted assassination. With stark evidence,
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Egerton shows that Reconstruction, often cast as a “failure”
or a doomed experiment, was rolled back by murderous
force. The Wars of Reconstruction is a major and provocative
contribution to American history.
From the “preeminent historian of Reconstruction” (New York
Times Book Review), an updated abridged edition of
Reconstruction, the prize-winning classic work on the postCivil War period which shaped modern America.
Reconstruction chronicles the way in which Americans—black
and white—responded to the unprecedented changes
unleashed by the war and the end of slavery. It addresses the
quest of emancipated slaves’ searching for economic
autonomy and equal citizenship, and describes the
remodeling of Southern society; the evolution of racial
attitudes and patterns of race relations; and the emergence of
a national state possessing vastly expanded authority and
one committed, for a time, to the principle of equal rights for
all Americans. This “masterful treatment of one of the most
complex periods of American history” (New Republic)
remains the standard work on the wrenching post-Civil War
period—an era whose legacy still reverberates in the United
States today.
From one of our most distinguished historians, a new
examination of the vitally important years of Emancipation
and Reconstruction during and immediately following the Civil
War–a necessary reconsideration that emphasizes the era’s
political and cultural meaning for today’s America. In Forever
Free, Eric Foner overturns numerous assumptions growing
out of the traditional understanding of the period, which is
based almost exclusively on white sources and shaped by
(often unconscious) racism. He presents the period as a time
of determination, especially on the part of recently
emancipated black Americans, to put into effect the principles
of equal rights and citizenship for all. Drawing on a wide
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range of long-neglected documents, he places a new
emphasis on the centrality of the black experience to an
understanding of the era. We see African Americans as active
agents in overthrowing slavery, in helping win the Civil War,
and–even more actively–in shaping Reconstruction and
creating a legacy long obscured and misunderstood. Foner
makes clear how, by war’s end, freed slaves in the South
built on networks of church and family in order to exercise
their right of suffrage as well as gain access to education,
land, and employment. He shows us that the birth of the Ku
Klux Klan and renewed acts of racial violence were retaliation
for the progress made by blacks soon after the war. He
refutes lingering misconceptions about Reconstruction,
including the attribution of its ills to corrupt African American
politicians and “carpetbaggers,” and connects it to the
movements for civil rights and racial justice. Joshua Brown’s
illustrated commentary on the era’s graphic art and
photographs complements the narrative. He offers a unique
portrait of how Americans envisioned their world and time.
Forever Free is an essential contribution to our understanding
of the events that fundamentally reshaped American life after
the Civil War–a persuasive reading of history that transforms
our sense of the era from a time of failure and despair to a
threshold of hope and achievement.

From the "preeminent historian of Reconstruction"
(New York Times Book Review), a newly updated
AND abridged edition of the prizewinning classic on
the post–Civil War period that shaped modern
America In this updated edition of the abridged
Reconstruction, Eric Foner redefines how the postCivil War period was viewed. Reconstruction
chronicles the way in which Americans—black and
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white—responded to the unprecedented changes
unleashed by the war and the end of slavery. It
addresses the quest of emancipated slaves
searching for economic autonomy and equal
citizenship, and describes the remodeling of
Southern society, the evolution of racial attitudes and
patterns of race relations, and the emergence of a
national state possessing vastly expanded authority
and committed, for a time, to the principle of equal
rights for all Americans. This "masterful treatment of
one of the most complex periods of American
history" (New Republic) remains the standard work
on the wrenching post-Civil War period—an era
whose legacy still reverberates in the United States
today.
"Howard Fast makes superb use of his material. ...
Aside from its social and historical implications,
Freedom Road is a high-geared story, told with that
peculiar dramatic intensity of which Fast is a
master". -- Chicago Daily News
An abridged version of the multiple award-winning
Reconstruction: America's unfinished revolution
(1988). Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR
Clear, concise, integrated, and up-to-date, Give Me
Liberty! is a proven success with teachers and
students. Eric Foner pulls the pieces of the past
together into a cohesive picture, using the theme of
freedom throughout. The Fourth Edition features
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stronger coverage of American religion and a
reinforced pedagogical program aimed at fostering
effective reading and study skills. The Seagull
Edition includes the full text of the regular edition in a
compact volume, for an affordable price.
In this Second Edition of this radical social history of
America from Columbus to the present, Howard Zinn
includes substantial coverage of the Carter, Reagan
and Bush years and an Afterword on the Clinton
presidency. Its commitment and vigorous style mean
it will be compelling reading for under-graduate and
post-graduate students and scholars in American
social history and American studies, as well as the
general reader.
Winner of the 2011 Pulitzer Prize in History, the
Bancroft Prize, and the Lincoln Prize: from a master
historian, the story of Lincoln's—and the
nation's—transformation through the crucible of
slavery and emancipation. In this landmark work of
deep scholarship and insight, Eric Foner gives us the
definitive history of Lincoln and the end of slavery in
America. Foner begins with Lincoln's youth in
Indiana and Illinois and follows the trajectory of his
career across an increasingly tense and shifting
political terrain from Illinois to Washington, D.C.
Although “naturally anti-slavery” for as long as he
can remember, Lincoln scrupulously holds to the
position that the Constitution protects the institution
in the original slave states. But the political
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landscape is transformed in 1854 when the KansasNebraska Act makes the expansion of slavery a
national issue. A man of considered words and
deliberate actions, Lincoln navigates the dynamic
politics deftly, taking measured steps, often along a
path forged by abolitionists and radicals in his party.
Lincoln rises to leadership in the new Republican
Party by calibrating his politics to the broadest
possible antislavery coalition. As president of a
divided nation and commander in chief at war,
displaying a similar compound of pragmatism and
principle, Lincoln finally embraces what he calls the
Civil War's “fundamental and astounding” result: the
immediate, uncompensated abolition of slavery and
recognition of blacks as American citizens. Foner's
Lincoln emerges as a leader, one whose greatness
lies in his capacity for moral and political growth
through real engagement with allies and critics alike.
This powerful work will transform our understanding
of the nation's greatest president and the issue that
mattered most.
rom one of the great political journalists of our time
comes a boldly argued reinterpretation of the central
event in our collective past--a book that portrays the
American Revolution not as a clash of ideologies but
as a Machiavellian struggle for power.
Presents a survey text of American history from
European exploration to the present day, with an
emphasis on the interconnections between social,
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cultural, political, and economic history.
The leading text, in a compact, value edition.
Pulitzer Prize Finalist Winner of the Frederick
Douglass Prize Winner of the Merle Curti Prize
“Perhaps the highest praise one can offer
McCurry’s work is to say that once we look through
her eyes, it will become almost impossible to believe
that we ever saw or thought otherwise.”—Drew Gilpin
Faust, The New Republic The story of the
Confederate States of America, the proslavery,
antidemocratic nation created by white Southern
slaveholders to protect their property, has been told
many times in heroic and martial narratives. Now,
however, Stephanie McCurry tells a very different
tale of the Confederate experience. When the
grandiosity of Southerners’ national ambitions met
the harsh realities of wartime crises, unintended
consequences ensued. Although Southern
statesmen and generals had built the most powerful
slave regime in the Western world, they had
excluded the majority of their own people—white
women and slaves—and thereby sowed the seeds of
their demise. Wartime scarcity of food, labor, and
soldiers tested the Confederate vision at every point
and created domestic crises to match those found on
the battlefields. Women and slaves became critical
political actors as they contested government
enlistment and tax and welfare policies, and
struggled for their freedom. The attempt to repress a
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majority of its own population backfired on the
Confederate States of America as the
disenfranchised demanded to be counted and
considered in the great struggle over slavery,
emancipation, democracy, and nationhood. That
Confederate struggle played out in a highly charged
international arena. The political project of the
Confederacy was tried by its own people and failed.
The government was forced to become accountable
to women and slaves, provoking an astounding
transformation of the slaveholders’ state.
Confederate Reckoning is the startling story of this
epic political battle in which women and slaves
helped to decide the fate of the Confederacy and the
outcome of the Civil War.
Prologue -- Part One. Empire and Union -Borderlands -- Slavery and Political Culture -Markets, Money, and Class -- Continentalism -Border Wars -- Death of a Union -- Part Two. Nation
and Empire -- Birth of a Nation -- Defining a NationState -- Capitalism -- Imperial Arms -- Alternative
Paths -- Reconstructions -- Epilogue: Revolution,
War, and the Borders of Power
The Oxford History of the United States is the most
respected multivolume history of the American
nation. In the newest volume in the series, The
Republic for Which It Stands, acclaimed historian
Richard White offers a fresh and integrated
interpretation of Reconstruction and the Gilded Age
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as the seedbed of modern America. At the end of the
Civil War the leaders and citizens of the victorious
North envisioned the country's future as a free-labor
republic, with a homogenous citizenry, both black
and white. The South and West were to be
reconstructed in the image of the North. Thirty years
later Americans occupied an unimagined world. The
unity that the Civil War supposedly secured had
proved ephemeral. The country was larger, richer,
and more extensive, but also more diverse. Life
spans were shorter, and physical well-being had
diminished, due to disease and hazardous working
conditions. Independent producers had become
wage earners. The country was Catholic and Jewish
as well as Protestant, and increasingly urban and
industrial. The "dangerous" classes of the very rich
and poor expanded, and deep differences -- ethnic,
racial, religious, economic, and political -- divided
society. The corruption that gave the Gilded Age its
name was pervasive. These challenges also brought
vigorous efforts to secure economic, moral, and
cultural reforms. Real change -- technological,
cultural, and political -- proliferated from below more
than emerging from political leadership. Americans,
mining their own traditions and borrowing ideas,
produced creative possibilities for overcoming the
crises that threatened their country. In a work as
dramatic and colorful as the era it covers, White
narrates the conflicts and paradoxes of these
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decades of disorienting change and mounting
unrest, out of which emerged a modern nation
whose characteristics resonate with the present day.
A thought-provoking new book from one of America's
finest historians "History," wrote James Baldwin,
"does not refer merely, or even principally, to the
past. On the contrary, the great force of history
comes from the fact that we carry it within us, are
unconsciously controlled by it in many ways, and
history is literally present in all that we do." Rarely
has Baldwin's insight been more forcefully confirmed
than during the past few decades. History has
become a matter of public controversy, as
Americans clash over such things as museum
presentations, the flying of the Confederate flag, or
reparations for slavery. So whose history is being
written? Who owns it? In Who Owns History?, Eric
Foner proposes his answer to these and other
questions about the historian's relationship to the
world of the past and future. He reconsiders his own
earlier ideas and those of the pathbreaking Richard
Hofstadter. He also examines international changes
during the past two decades--globalization, the
collapse of the Soviet Union, the end of apartheid in
South Africa--and their effects on historical
consciousness. He concludes with considerations of
the enduring, but often misunderstood, legacies of
slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. This is a
provocative, even controversial, study of the reasons
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we care about history--or should.
A volume of original essays on the sixteenth
president includes James M. McPherson's
evaluation of his politics and wartime strategies,
Sean Wilentz's perspectives on Lincoln's party
politics, and Eric Foner's assessment of his views on
slavery and race. 15,000 first printing.
Winner of the 2015 Avery O. Craven Prize from the
Organization of American Historians Winner of the
2015 Sidney Hillman Prize A groundbreaking history
demonstrating that America's economic supremacy
was built on the backs of slaves Americans tend to
cast slavery as a pre-modern institution -- the
nation's original sin, perhaps, but isolated in time and
divorced from America's later success. But to do so
robs the millions who suffered in bondage of their full
legacy. As historian Edward E. Baptist reveals in The
Half Has Never Been Told, the expansion of slavery
in the first eight decades after American
independence drove the evolution and
modernization of the United States. In the span of a
single lifetime, the South grew from a narrow coastal
strip of worn-out tobacco plantations to a continental
cotton empire, and the United States grew into a
modern, industrial, and capitalist economy. Told
through intimate slave narratives, plantation records,
newspapers, and the words of politicians,
entrepreneurs, and escaped slaves, The Half Has
Never Been Told offers a radical new interpretation
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of American history.
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