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Eugenic Nation
When Hitler published Mein Kampf in 1924, he held up a foreign law as a model for his
program of racial purification: The U.S. Immigration Restriction Act of 1924, which prohibited
the immigration of those with hereditary illnesses and entire ethnic groups. When the Nazis
took power in 1933, they installed a program of eugenics--the attempted "improvement" of the
population through forced sterilization and marriage controls--that consciously drew on the
U.S. example. By then, many American states had long had compulsory sterilization laws for
"defectives," upheld by the Supreme Court in 1927. Small wonder that the Nazi laws led one
eugenics activist in Virginia to complain, "The Germans are beating us at our own game." In
The Nazi Connection, Stefan Kühl uncovers the ties between the American eugenics
movement and the Nazi program of racial hygiene, showing that many American scientists
actively supported Hitler's policies. After introducing us to the recently resurgent problem of
scientific racism, Kühl carefully recounts the history of the eugenics movement, both in the
United States and internationally, demonstrating how widely the idea of sterilization as a
genetic control had become accepted by the early twentieth century. From the first, the
American eugenicists led the way with radical ideas. Their influence led to sterilization laws in
dozens of states--laws which were studied, and praised, by the German racial hygienists. With
the rise of Hitler, the Germans enacted compulsory sterilization laws partly based on the U.S.
experience, and American eugenists took pride in their influence on Nazi policies. Kühl
recreates astonishing scenes of American eugenicists travelling to Germany to study the new
laws, publishing scholarly articles lionizing the Nazi eugenics program, and proudly comparing
personal notes from Hitler thanking them for their books. Even after the outbreak of war, he
writes, the American eugenicists frowned upon Hitler's totalitarian government, but not his
sterilization laws. So deep was the failure to recognize the connection between eugenics and
Hitler's genocidal policies, that a prominent liberal Jewish eugenicist who had been forced to
flee Germany found it fit to grumble that the Nazis "took over our entire plan of eugenic
measures." By 1945, when the murderous nature of the Nazi government was made perfectly
clear, the American eugenicists sought to downplay the close connections between
themselves and the German program. Some of them, in fact, had sought to distance
themselves from Hitler even before the war. But Stefan Kühl's deeply documented book
provides a devastating indictment of the influence--and aid--provided by American scientists for
the most comprehensive attempt to enforce racial purity in world history.
Focuses on a time in the early 1900's when many people believed that some "races", classes
and individuals were superior to others. A new branch of scientific inquiry known as Eugenics
was used to justify these prejudices and advocate programs and policies aimed at solving the
nation's problems by ridding society of "inferior racial traits".
Asha Nadkarni contends that whenever feminists lay claim to citizenship based on women’s
biological ability to “reproduce the nation” they are participating in a eugenic
project—sanctioning reproduction by some and prohibiting it by others. Employing a wide range
of sources from the United States and India, Nadkarni shows how the exclusionary impulse of
eugenics is embedded within the terms of nationalist feminism. Nadkarni reveals connections
between U.S. and Indian nationalist feminisms from the late nineteenth century through the
1970s, demonstrating that both call for feminist citizenship centered on the reproductive body
as the origin of the nation. She juxtaposes U.S. and Indian feminists (and antifeminists) in
provocative and productive ways: Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s utopian novels regard eugenic
reproduction as a vital form of national production; Sarojini Naidu’s political speeches and
poetry posit liberated Indian women as active agents of a nationalist and feminist modernity
predating that of the West; and Katherine Mayo’s 1927 Mother India warns white U.S. women
that Indian reproduction is a “world menace.” In addition, Nadkarni traces the refashioning of
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the icon Mother India, first in Mehboob Khan’s 1957 film Mother India and Kamala
Markandaya’s 1954 novel Nectar in a Sieve, and later in Indira Gandhi’s self-fashioning as
Mother India during the Emergency from 1975 to 1977. By uncovering an understudied history
of feminist interactivity between the United States and India, Eugenic Feminism brings new
depth both to our understanding of the complicated relationship between the two nations and
to contemporary feminism.
One of America's great miscarriages of justice, the Supreme Court's infamous 1927 Buck v.
Bell ruling made government sterilization of "undesirable" citizens the law of the land New York
Times bestselling author Adam Cohen tells the story in Imbeciles of one of the darkest
moments in the American legal tradition: the Supreme Court's decision to champion eugenic
sterilization for the greater good of the country. In 1927, when the nation was caught up in
eugenic fervor, the justices allowed Virginia to sterilize Carrie Buck, a perfectly normal young
woman, for being an "imbecile." It is a story with many villains, from the superintendent of the
Dickensian Virginia Colony for Epileptics and Feebleminded who chose Carrie for sterilization
to the former Missouri agriculture professor and Nazi sympathizer who was the nation's leading
advocate for eugenic sterilization. But the most troubling actors of all were the eight Supreme
Court justices who were in the majority - including William Howard Taft, the former president;
Louis Brandeis, the legendary progressive; and Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., America's most
esteemed justice, who wrote the decision urging the nation to embark on a program of mass
eugenic sterilization. Exposing this tremendous injustice--which led to the sterilization of
70,000 Americans--Imbeciles overturns cherished myths and reappraises heroic figures in its
relentless pursuit of the truth. With the precision of a legal brief and the passion of a front-page
exposé, Cohen's Imbeciles is an unquestionable triumph of American legal and social history,
an ardent accusation against these acclaimed men and our own optimistic faith in progress.
Philippa Levine is the Mary Helen Thompson Centennial Professor in the Humanities at the
University of Texas at Austin. Her books include Prostitution, Race and Politics: Policing
Venereal Disease in the British Empire, and The British Empire, Sunrise to Sunset. -War Against the Weak is the gripping chronicle documenting how American corporate
philanthropies launched a national campaign of ethnic cleansing in the United States, helped
found and fund the Nazi eugenics of Hitler and Mengele -- and then created the modern
movement of "human genetics." Some 60,000 Americans were sterilized under laws in 27
states. This expanded edition includes two new essays on state genocide.
The history of eugenics in the Baltic States is largely unknown. The book compares for the first
time the eugenic projects of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania and the related disciplines of racial
anthropology and psychiatry, and situates them within the wider European context. Strong
ethno-nationalism defined the nation as a biological group, which was fostered by authoritarian
regimes established in Lithuania in 1926, and in Estonia and Latvia in 1934. The eugenics
projects were designed to establish a nation in biological terms. Their aims were to render the
nation ethnically, genetically and racially homogeneous. The main agenda was a nondemocratic state that defined its population in biological terms. Eugenic policies were to
regenerate the nation and to reconstruct it as a “pure” and “original” race, Such schemes for
national regeneration contained strong elements of secular religion.

In a series of revealing essays, Popular Eugenics demonstrates that eugenic thought
persisted in science and culture as well as in social policy and goes a long way toward
explaining the durability of eugenic thinking and its effects on social policy in the United
States.
Latin eugenics was a scientific, cultural and political programme designed to biologically
empower modern European and American nations once commonly described as 'Latin',
sharing genealogical, linguistic, religious, and cultural origins. Latin Eugenics in
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Comparative Perspective offers a comparative, nuanced approach to eugenics as a
scientific programme as well as a cultural and political phenomenon. It examines the
commonalities of eugenics in 'Latin' Europe and Latin America. As a program to
achieve the social and political goals of modern welfare systems, Latin eugenics
strongly influenced the complex relationship of the state to the individual. Drawing on a
wide range of primary and secondary sources in many languages, this book offers the
first history of Latin eugenics in Europe and the Americas.
This book tells the stranger-than-fiction story of how a poor white family from Indiana
was scapegoated into prominence as America's "worst" family by the eugenics
movement in the early twentieth century, then "reinvented" in the 1970s as part of a
vanguard of social rebellion. In what becomes a profoundly unsettling counter-history of
the United States, Nathaniel Deutsch traces how the Ishmaels, whose patriarch fought
in the Revolutionary War, were discovered in the slums of Indianapolis in the 1870s and
became a symbol for all that was wrong with the urban poor. The Ishmaels, actually
white Christians, were later celebrated in the 1970s as the founders of the country's first
African American Muslim community. This bizarre and fascinating saga reveals how
class, race, religion, and science have shaped the nation's history and myths.
What is the alt-right? What do they believe, and how did they take center stage in the
American social and political consciousness? Historian Alexandra Minna Stern
excavates the alt-right memes that have erupted online and digs to the root of the far
right’s motivations: their deep-seated fear of an oncoming “white genocide” that can
only be remedied through aggressive action to reclaim white power. The alt-right has
expanded significantly throughout America’s cultural, political, and digital landscapes:
racist, sexist, and homophobic beliefs that were previously unspeakable have become
commonplace, normalized, and accepted—endangering American democracy and
society as a whole. When asked to address the Proud Boys and growing far right
violence, President Trump directed the group to “stand back and stand by;” and just
two weeks before President Joe Biden’s inauguration, a white supremacist mob
breached the US Capitol—earning praise from the Proud Boys leader amongst threats of
future violence. In order to dismantle the destructive movement that has invaded our
public consciousness and threatens American democracy, we must first understand the
core beliefs that drive the alt-right. Through careful analysis, Stern brings awareness to
the underlying concepts that guide the alt-right and its overlapping forms of racism,
xenophobia, and transphobia. She explains the key ideas of “red-pilling,” strategic
trolling, gender essentialism, and the alt-right’s ultimate fantasy: a future where
minorities have been “cleansed” from the body politic and a white ethnostate is
established in the United States. By unearthing the hidden mechanisms that power
white nationalism, Stern reveals just how pervasive the far right truly is.
At the beginning of the twentieth century, industrialization both dramatically altered
everyday experiences and shaped debates about the effects of immigration, empire,
and urbanization. In American Abyss, Daniel E. Bender examines an array of
sources—eugenics theories, scientific studies of climate, socialist theory, and even
popular novels about cavemen—to show how intellectuals and activists came to
understand industrialization in racial and gendered terms as the product of evolution
and as the highest expression of civilization. Their discussions, he notes, are echoed
today by the use of such terms as the "developed" and "developing" worlds. American
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industry was contrasted with the supposed savagery and primitivism discovered in
tropical colonies, but observers who made those claims worried that industrialization, by
encouraging immigration, child and women's labor, and large families, was reversing
natural selection. Factories appeared to favor the most unfit. There was a disturbing
tendency for such expressions of fear to favor eugenicist "remedies." Bender delves
deeply into the culture and politics of the age of industry. Linking urban slum tourism
and imperial science with immigrant better-baby contests and hoboes, American Abyss
uncovers the complex interactions of turn-of-the-century ideas about race, class,
gender, and ethnicity. Moreover, at a time when immigration again lies at the center of
American economy and society, this book offers an alarming and pointed historical
perspective on contemporary fears of immigrant laborers.
Nineteenth-century scientist David Starr Jordan built one of the most important fish
specimen collections ever seen, until the 1906 San Francisco earthquake shattered his
life's work.
The History of East-Central European Eugenics, 1900-1945 redefines the European
history of eugenics by exploring the ideological transmission of eugenics internationally
and its application locally in East-Central Europe. It includes 100 primary sources
translated from the East-Central European languages into English for the first time and
key contributions from leading scholars in the field from around Europe. This volume
examines the main eugenic organisations, as well as individuals and policies that
shaped eugenics in Austria, Poland, the former Czechoslovakia, the former Yugoslavia,
Hungary and Romania. It also explores the ways in which ethnic minorities interacted
with national and international eugenics discourses to advance their own aims and
ambitions, whilst providing a comparative analysis of the emergence and development
of eugenics in East-Central Europe more generally. Complete with a glossary of terms,
a list of all eugenic societies and journals from these countries, as well as a
comprehensive bibliography, The History of East-Central European Eugenics,
1900-1945 is a pivotal reference work for students, researchers and academics
interested in East-Central Europe and the history of science and national identity in the
20th century.

This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates
University of California Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest
minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to
1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible
once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published
in 1987.
The history of eugenics and racial nationalism in Central and Southeast Europe
is a neglected topic of analysis in contemporary scholarship. Moreover, national
historiographies in Central and Southeast Europe have either marginalized
eugenics and racial nationalism or deemed them incompatible with their
respective national traditions. Accordingly, this volume has a two-fold ambition: to
excavate the hitherto unknown eugenic movements in Central and Southeast
Europe and to explain their relationship with racism, nationalism and antiSemitism. On the one hand, the historiographic perspective substantiated in this
volume connects developments in the history of racial anthropology, genetics and
Page 4/10

Access Free Eugenic Nation
eugenics with political ideologies such as racial nationalism and anti-Semitism;
on the other hand, it contests the 'Sonderweg' approach adopted by scholars
dealing these phenomena in Central and Southeast Europe by arguing that
concerns with eugenics and race were as widely disseminated in these regions
as they were in Western Europe and North America. Book jacket.
Longlisted for the 2016 National Book Award for Nonfiction One of America’s
great miscarriages of justice, the Supreme Court’s infamous 1927 Buck v. Bell
ruling made government sterilization of “undesirable” citizens the law of the land
In 1927, the Supreme Court handed down a ruling so disturbing, ignorant, and
cruel that it stands as one of the great injustices in American history. In
Imbeciles, bestselling author Adam Cohen exposes the court’s decision to allow
the sterilization of a young woman it wrongly thought to be “feebleminded” and
to champion the mass eugenic sterilization of undesirable citizens for the greater
good of the country. The 8–1 ruling was signed by some of the most revered
figures in American law—including Chief Justice William Howard Taft, a former
U.S. president; and Louis Brandeis, a progressive icon. Oliver Wendell Holmes,
considered by many the greatest Supreme Court justice in history, wrote the
majority opinion, including the court’s famous declaration “Three generations of
imbeciles are enough.” Imbeciles is the shocking story of Buck v. Bell, a legal
case that challenges our faith in American justice. A gripping courtroom drama, it
pits a helpless young woman against powerful scientists, lawyers, and judges
who believed that eugenic measures were necessary to save the nation from
being “swamped with incompetence.” At the center was Carrie Buck, who was
born into a poor family in Charlottesville, Virginia, and taken in by a foster family,
until she became pregnant out of wedlock. She was then declared
“feebleminded” and shipped off to the Colony for Epileptics and Feeble-Minded.
Buck v. Bell unfolded against the backdrop of a nation in the thrall of eugenics,
which many Americans thought would uplift the human race. Congress embraced
this fervor, enacting the first laws designed to prevent immigration by Italians,
Jews, and other groups charged with being genetically inferior. Cohen shows
how Buck arrived at the colony at just the wrong time, when influential scientists
and politicians were looking for a “test case” to determine whether Virginia’s
new eugenic sterilization law could withstand a legal challenge. A cabal of
powerful men lined up against her, and no one stood up for her—not even her
lawyer, who, it is now clear, was in collusion with the men who wanted her
sterilized. In the end, Buck’s case was heard by the Supreme Court, the
institution established by the founders to ensure that justice would prevail. The
court could have seen through the false claim that Buck was a threat to the gene
pool, or it could have found that forced sterilization was a violation of her rights.
Instead, Holmes, a scion of several prominent Boston Brahmin families, who was
raised to believe in the superiority of his own bloodlines, wrote a vicious, haunting
decision upholding Buck’s sterilization and imploring the nation to sterilize many
more. Holmes got his wish, and before the madness ended some sixty to seventy
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thousand Americans were sterilized. Cohen overturns cherished myths and
demolishes lauded figures in relentless pursuit of the truth. With the intellectual
force of a legal brief and the passion of a front-page exposé, Imbeciles is an
ardent indictment of our champions of justice and our optimistic faith in progress,
as well as a triumph of American legal and social history.
“Miroslava Chávez-García digs into long-forgotten files and humanizes the
forgotten victims of injustice. States of Delinquency exposes the hidden racial
dynamics of California’s juvenile justice system and makes us re-think the
history of the child-saving movement.”—Tony Platt, author of The Child Savers:
The Invention of Delinquency “Impressively researched and passionately argued,
States of Delinquency shows how racial prejudice and bogus social science
reshaped early twentieth century juvenile corrections in California. ChavezGarcia recreates both the everyday world of reform schools and the lives of
delinquent youth, especially minorities, who were unfortunate enough to be
confined there (or, worse, reassigned to special hospitals for sterilization). This
book is an innovative, disquieting, and vividly detailed contribution to historical
scholarship on the theory and practice of American juvenile justice.”—Steven
Schlossman, author of Transforming Juvenile Justice. “A fascinating and
compelling study that reconstructs the forgotten lives of California's marginalized
and criminalized youth. States of Delinquency illuminates the unsettling history of
the juvenile justice system and demonstrates its relevance to the disproportionate
incarceration of racial and ethnic minorities today.”—Alexandra Minna Stern,
author of Eugenic Nation: Faults and Frontiers of Better Breeding in Modern
America.
"With an emphasis on the American West, Eugenic Nation explores the long and
unsettled history of eugenics in the United States. This expanded second edition
includes shocking details that demonstrate that the story is far from over.
Alexandra Minna Stern explores the unauthorized sterilization of female inmates
in California state prisons and ongoing reparations for North Carolina victims of
sterilization, as well as the topics of race-based intelligence tests, school
segregation, the U.S. Border Patrol, tropical medicine, the environmental
movement, and opposition to better breeding. Radically new and relevant, this
edition draws from recently uncovered historical records to demonstrate patterns
of racial bias in California's sterilization program and to recover personal
experiences of reproductive injustice. Stern connects the eugenic past to the
genomic present with attention to the ethical and social implications of emerging
genetic technologies"--Provided by publisher.
The highly anticipated follow-up to What You Are Getting Wrong About
Appalachia explores the legacy of white supremacy in a small Virginia town
Combining innovative political analysis with a compelling social history of those
caught up in Minnesota's welfare system, Fixing the Poor is a powerful
reinterpretation of eugenic sterilization.
Can This Marriage Be Saved? by Paul Popenoe Other Books by Paul Popenoe
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MODERN MARRIAGE: A HANDBOOK FOR MEN MARRIAGE BEFORE AND AFTER
MARRIAGE IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT DIVORCE - 17 WAYS TO AVOID IT Introduction:
Marriage Counseling at the American Institute of Family Relations When the American
Institute of Family Relations opened its doors in Los Angeles, California, on February 4,
1930, we were incorporated as a nonprofit organization dedicated to employing the
resources of modern science to strengthen marriage and family life. At that time there
was much talk about the rising divorce rate, but almost no concerted effort was made to
check it. Our undertaking, with skilled services available to everybody at minimum cost,
was the first of its kind in the world. In the beginning we had a group of four nationally
known psychological consultants and eight medical consultants on whom to call
whenever necessary. I myself did all of the marriage counseling with the sole aid of a
retired psychiatric social worker, who also acted as the receptionist in our offices. To a
large section of the general public in that day the purpose of marriage counseling was a
mystery. Our first client, a woman, appeared at my desk with a poorly dressed, dejected
man who she announced was penniless. Despite this liability, she wanted to marry him.
She had been informed that our chief function was to promote successful marriages,
and she suggested it was my responsibility to lend her companion enough money so
they could marry and start a new home. Unfortunately, my assistant and I were unable
to meet this challenge thus we failed on our very first case! Another client of those early
days was an orange grower to whom I gave a personality test. He listened with interest
as I explained the results and said, "That's just about right." Then he asked, "Do you
believe in numerology?" "Not at all," I replied. "It hasn't the slightest scientific standing."
"Well," he rejoined, "I consulted a numerologist before coming here, and he told me
exactly what you have just told me only he didn't charge me so much for it!" Still
another client reported to me that his wife complained he did not support the family
adequately, but that their money troubles were really all her fault. She controlled the
finances and would not let him have enough capital to carry on his business and make
a living. "What is your business?" I asked, and he replied after a momentary pause, "I
play the races." Most of our clients, of course, were burdened by far more serious
worries. At that time Los Angeles had no Family Service, and people appealed to us
with a wide range of questions they could not get answered elsewhere. A breakdown of
our first 1000 cases shows that we gave assistance in premarital and child welfare
problems, and advised on matters of education, law, heredity, and sex. Only 245 of our
first 1000 cases were concerned with marital maladjustment amp field which now
represents the major part of our work.
First Published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
Eugenics was a term coined in 1883 to name the scientific and social theory which
advocated "race improvement" through selective human breeding. In Europe and the
United States the eugenics movement found many supporters before it was finally
discredited by its association with the racist ideology of Nazi Germany. Examining for
the first time how eugenics was taken up by scientists and social reformers in Latin
America, Nancy Leys Stepan compares the eugenics movements in Mexico, Brazil, and
Argentina with the more familiar cases of Britain, the United States, and Germany.
In 1900 Hungary was a regional power in Europe with imperial pretensions; by 1919 it
was crippled by profound territorial, social and national transformations. This book
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chronicles the development of eugenic thinking in early twentieth-century Hungary,
examining how eugenics was an integral part of this dynamic historical transformation.
Modernism and Eugenics comprehensively explores modern Europe's fixation with
eugenic programmes of racial and national purification. It convincingly demonstrates
that between 1870 and 1940 eugenicists were not only preoccupied with rescuing the
individual from the anomie of modernity but equally championed a glorious racial
destiny for the nation.
In 1907, Indiana passed the world's first involuntary sterilization law based on the
theory of eugenics. In time, more than 30 states and a dozen foreign countries followed
suit. Although the Indiana statute was later declared unconstitutional, other laws
restricting immigration and regulating marriage on "eugenic" grounds were still in effect
in the U.S. as late as the 1970s. A Century of Eugenics in America assesses the history
of eugenics in the United States and its status in the age of the Human Genome
Project. The essays explore the early support of compulsory sterilization by doctors and
legislators; the implementation of eugenic schemes in Indiana, Georgia, California,
Minnesota, North Carolina, and Alabama; the legal and social challenges to
sterilization; and the prospects for a eugenics movement basing its claims on modern
genetic science.
The ever-growing library on the history of eugenics and fascism focuses largely on
nation-states, while Georgescu asks why an ethnic minority, the German-speaking
Transylvanian Saxons, turned to eugenics as a means of self-empowerment in interwar Romania. The Eugenic Fortress examines the eugenic movement that emerged in
the early twentieth century, and focuses on its conceptual and methodological evolution
during this turbulent period. Further on, the book analyzes the gradual process of
radicalization and politicization by a second generation of Saxon eugenicists in
conjunction with the rise of an equally indigenous fascist movement. The Saxon casestudy offers valuable insights into why an ethnic minority would seek to re-entrench
itself behind the race-hygienic walls of a "eugenic fortress", as well as the influence that
home nations had upon its design. Georgescu?s work is ground-breaking in the sense
that the history of this uprooted community is usually handled with extreme sensitivity,
and serious (and critical) research into Transylvanian Saxon involvement with Nazism
has been scant, until now.

A historical rediscovery of one of the heroic founders of the conservation
movement who was also one of the most infamous racists in American history
Traces the history of eugenics ideology in the United States and its ongoing
presence in contemporary life. The Nazis may have given eugenics its negative
connotations, but the practice--and the "science" that supports it--is still
disturbingly alive in America in anti-immigration initiatives, the quest for a "gay
gene, " and theories of collective intelligence. Tracing the historical roots and
persistence of eugenics in the United States, Nancy Ordover explores the
political and cultural climate that has endowed these campaigns with mass
appeal and scientific legitimacy. American Eugenics demonstrates how biological
theories of race, gender, and sexuality are crucially linked through a concern with
regulating the "unfit." These links emerge in Ordover's examination of three
separate but ultimately related American eugenics campaigns: early twentiethPage 8/10
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century anti-immigration crusades; medical models and interventions imposed on
(and sometimes embraced by) lesbians, gays, transgendered people, and
bisexuals; and the compulsory sterilization of poor women and women of color.
Throughout, her work reveals how constructed notions of race, gender, sexuality,
and nation are put to ideological uses and how "faith in science" can undermine
progressive social movements, drawing liberals and conservatives alike into
eugenics-based discourse and policies.
This book analyzes whether the "new debate on genetics" owes a debt to
eugenic practices by welfare democracies of 1930s and 1940s. More specifically,
the question is whether precisely the same "eugenic rationale" used in the 1930s
is philosophical akin to a new rationality unfolding in some Western European
welfare societies that find themselves trapped in the modern dilemma of
choosing between increasing immigration and population growth that leads to
economic prosperity on the one hand, or halting immigration, protecting national
identity, and suffering economic stagnation on the other. By analyzing, policies of
integration and assisted reproduction technology (ART) in Northern European
nation states such as Sweden, Finland, Denmark as well as in Israel, we find a
historical continuity between "old eugenics" and current reproductive and family
planning subsides and integration policies. By focusing on the concept of welfare
productionism, we trace a continuing rationale between the eugenic policies of
the past and current investments of ART. These programs, are rationalized as
universal programs for the whole of the population. However, in this book the
authors suggest that they served the goal of reproducing a productivist, national
middle class which are enticed to reproduce. This work will be of great interest to
students and scholars of racism, extremism, European politics, population
politics, and the social impact of science and technology.
A timely and gripping history of the controversial eugenics movement in
America–and the scientists, social reformers and progressives who supported
it.In Better for All the World, Harry Bruinius charts the little known history of
eugenics in America–a movement that began in the early twentieth century and
resulted in the forced sterilization of more than 65,000 people. Bruinius tells the
stories of Emma and Carrie Buck, two women trapped in poverty who became
the test case in the 1927 supreme court decision allowing forced sterilization for
those deemed unfit to procreate. From the reformers who turned local charities
into government-run welfare systems promoting social and moral purity, to the
influence the American policies had on Nazi Germany’s development of “racial
hygiene,” Bruinius masterfully exposes the players and legislation behind one of
America’s darkest secrets.
"Building a Better Race powerfully demonstrates the centrality of eugenics during
the first half of the twentieth century. Kline persuasively uncovers eugenics'
unexpected centrality to modern assumptions about marriage, the family, and
morality, even as late as the 1950s. The book is full of surprising connections and
stories, and provides crucial new perspectives illuminating the history of
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eugenics, gender and normative twentieth-century sexuality."—Gail Bederman,
author of Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in
the US, 1880-1917 "A strikingly fresh approach to eugenics.... Kline's work
places eugenicists squarely at the center of modern reevaluations of females
sexuality, sexual morality in general, changing gender roles, and modernizing
family ideology. She insists that eugenic ideas had more power and were less
marginal in public discourse than other historians have indicated."—Regina
Morantz-Sanchez, author of Conduct Unbecoming a Woman: Medicine on Trial in
Turn-of-the-Century Brooklyn
Maria Bucur explores the interactions between the science of eugenics and
modernization efforts in Romania between World Wars I and II.
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