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Evolution The Human Story
Whether we realize it or not, we carry in our mouths the legacy of our evolution. Our teeth are like living fossils that can be studied
and compared to those of our ancestors to teach us how we became human. In Evolution’s Bite, noted paleoanthropologist Peter
Ungar brings together for the first time cutting-edge advances in understanding human evolution with new approaches to
uncovering dietary clues from fossil teeth. The result is a remarkable investigation into the ways that teeth—their shape, chemistry,
and wear—reveal how we came to be. Traveling the four corners of the globe and combining scientific breakthroughs with vivid
narrative, Evolution’s Bite presents a unique dental perspective on our astonishing human development.
The theory of evolution unites the past, present, and future of living things. It puts humanity’s place in the universe into necessary
perspective. Despite a history of controversy, the evidence for evolution continues to accumulate as a result of many separate
strands of amazing scientific sleuthing. In The Story of Evolution in 25 Discoveries, Donald R. Prothero explores the most
fascinating breakthroughs in piecing together the evidence for evolution. In twenty-five vignettes, he recounts the dramatic stories
of the people who made crucial discoveries, placing each moment in the context of what it represented for the progress of science.
He tackles topics like what it means to see evolution in action and what the many transitional fossils show us about evolution,
following figures from Darwin to lesser-known researchers as they unlock the mysteries of the fossil record, the earth, and the
universe. The book also features the stories of animal species strange and familiar, including humans—and our ties to some of our
closest relatives and more distant cousins. Prothero’s wide-ranging tales showcase awe-inspiring and bizarre aspects of nature
and the powerful insights they give us into the way that life works. Brisk and entertaining while firmly grounded in fundamental
science, The Story of Evolution in 25 Discoveries is a captivating read for anyone curious about the evidence for evolution and
what it means for humanity.
Powerful and visually spectacular, Moth is the remarkable evolution story that captures the struggle of animal survival against the
background of an evolving human world in a unique and atmospheric introduction to Darwin's theory of Natural Selection. “This is
a story of light and dark...” Against a lush backdrop of lichen-covered trees, the peppered moth lies hidden. Until the world begins
to change... Along come people with their magnificent machines which stain the land with soot. In a beautiful landscape changed
by humans how will one little moth survive? A clever picture book text about the extraordinary way in which animals have evolved,
intertwined with the complication of human intervention. This remarkable retelling of the story of the peppered moth is the perfect
introduction to natural selection and evolution for children.
Ancient relics--stone tools, bones, footprints, and even DNA--offer many clues about our human ancestors and how they lived. At
the same time, our kinship with our human ancestors lies as much in their sense of humor, their interactions with others, their
curiosity and their moments of wonder, as it does in the shape of their bones and teeth. And the evolution of human behavior left
no direct fossil traces. Children of Time brings this vanished aspect of the human past to life through Anne Weaver's scientificallyPage 1/11
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informed imagination. The stories move through time, following the lives of long-ago hominins through the eyes of their children.
Each carefully researched chapter is based on an actual child fossil--a baby, a five-year- old, a young adolescent, and teenagers.
The children and their families are brought to life through illustrator Matt Celeskey's vividly rendered paleoenvironments where
they encounter saber-toothed cats, giraffids, wild dogs, fearsome crocodiles, and primitive horses. Their adventures invite readers
to think about what it means to be human, and to speculate on the human drama as it unfolds in many dimensions, from social
organization and technology to language, music, art, and religious consciousness. Visit the website at www.children-of-time.com.
“Crack open this book and take a read. You will be transported, illuminated, and delighted.” —Psychology Today Just 125,000
years ago, humanity was on a path to extinction, until a dramatic shift occurred. We used our mental abilities to navigate new
terrain and changing climates. We hunted, foraged, tracked tides, shucked oysters—anything we could do to survive. Before long,
our species had pulled itself back from the brink and was on more stable ground. What saved us? The human brain—and its
evolutionary journey is unlike any other. In A History of the Human Brain, Bret Stetka takes us on this far-reaching journey,
explaining exactly how our most mysterious organ developed. From the brain’s improbable, watery beginnings to the marvel that
sits in the head of Homo sapiens today, Stetka covers an astonishing progression, even tackling future brainy frontiers such as
epigenetics and CRISPR. Clearly and expertly told, this intriguing account is the story of who we are. By examining the history of
the brain, we can begin to piece together what it truly means to be human.
Why aren’t we more like other apes? How did we win the evolutionary race? Find out how “wise” Homo sapiens really are.
Prehistory has never been more exciting: New discoveries are overturning long-held theories left and right. Stone tools in Australia
date back 65,000 years—a time when, we once thought, the first Sapiens had barely left Africa. DNA sequencing has unearthed a
new hominid group—the Denisovans—and confirmed that crossbreeding with them (and Neanderthals) made Homo sapiens who we
are today. A Pocket History of Human Evolution brings us up-to-date on the exploits of all our ancient relatives.
Paleoanthropologist Silvana Condemi and science journalist François Savatier consider what accelerated our evolution: Was it
tools, our “large” brains, language, empathy, or something else entirely? And why are we the sole surviviors among many early
bipedal humans? Their conclusions reveal the various ways ancient humans live on today—from gossip as modern “grooming” to
our gendered division of labor—and what the future might hold for our strange and unique species.
It's time for a story of human evolution that goes beyond describing "ape-men" and talks about what women and children were
doing. In a few decades, a torrent of new evidence and ideas about human evolution has allowed scientists to piece together a
more detailed understanding of what went on thousands and even millions of years ago. We now know much more about the
problems our ancestors faced, the solutions they found, and the trade-offs they made. The drama of their experiences led to the
humans we are today: an animal that relies on a complex culture. We are a species that can and does rapidly evolve cultural
solutions as we face new problems, but the intricacies of our cultures mean that this often creates new challenges. Our species'
unique capacity for culture began to evolve millions of years ago, but it only really took off in the last few hundred thousand years.
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This capacity allowed our ancestors to survive and raise their difficult children during times of extreme climate chaos.
Understanding how this has evolved can help us understand the cultural change and diversity that we experience today. Lesley
Newson and Peter Richerson, a husband-and-wife team based at the University of California, Davis, began their careers with
training in biology. The two have spent years together and individually researching and collaborating with scholars from a wide
range of disciplines to produce a deep history of humankind. In A Story of Us, they present this rich narrative and explain how the
evolution of our genes relates to the evolution of our cultures. Newson and Richerson take readers through seven stages of
human evolution, beginning seven million years ago with the apes that were the ancestors of humans and today's chimps and
bonobos. The story ends in the present day and offers a glimpse into the future.
In this compulsively readable book, Dr. Alice Roberts lays out the miraculously strange way in which the human body grows from a
chemical (DNA) into a living, sentient being. A longtime professor and well-known TV presenter, Dr. Roberts is also an author of
unusual ability, capable of synthesizing complex ideas and packing dense scientific information into lucid, beautiful prose. Bringing
together the latest scientific discoveries and drawing on interviews with scientists from around the world, Dr. Roberts illustrates
that our evolution has resulted in something that is awe-inspiring yet far from perfect. Our embryonic development is a quirky mix
of new and old, with strokes of genius alongside accommodated glitches and imperfections that are all inherited from distant
ancestors. For instance, our development and evolutionary past explains why, as embryos, we have what look like gills, and as
adults we suffer from back pain. This is a tale of discovery, about ourselves and our environment, that explores why and how we
have developed as we have, looking at the development of human physiognomy through the various lenses of embryology,
genetics, anatomy, evolution, and zoology. It combines the remarkable set of skills Alice Roberts possesses as a medical doctor,
anatomist, osteoarchaeologist, and writer. As Richard Dawkins put it, the reader emerges from her book "entertained and with a
deeper understanding of yourself."
How did we get here? Where did we come from? Trace your biological origins and come face to face with your ancient ancestors through this
unrivaled illustrated guide to human evolution. Traveling back in time almost eight million years, Evolution charts the development of our
species, Homo sapiens, from tree-dwelling primates to modern humans. The book investigates each of our ancestors in detail and in context,
from the anatomy of their bones to the environment they lived in. Double-page features on key fossil finds as well as maps depicting
movement and migration offer comprehensive insight. The book has been fully updated to include the latest discoveries and research including the newly discovered species Homo naledi - and presents the latest thinking on some of the most captivating questions in science,
such as whether modern humans and Neanderthals interacted with each other. Edited by celebrated anthropologist Dr. Alice Roberts and
illustrated by renowned Dutch paleoartists the Kennis brothers, Evolution presents the story of our species with eye-popping visuals, unique
richness, and authority.
A New York Times-bestselling author explains how the physical world shaped the history of our species When we talk about human history,
we often focus on great leaders, population forces, and decisive wars. But how has the earth itself determined our destiny? Our planet
wobbles, driving changes in climate that forced the transition from nomadism to farming. Mountainous terrain led to the development of
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democracy in Greece. Atmospheric circulation patterns later on shaped the progression of global exploration, colonization, and trade. Even
today, voting behavior in the south-east United States ultimately follows the underlying pattern of 75 million-year-old sediments from an
ancient sea. Everywhere is the deep imprint of the planetary on the human. From the cultivation of the first crops to the founding of modern
states, Origins reveals the breathtaking impact of the earth beneath our feet on the shape of our human civilizations.
The Complete World of Human Evolution By Chris Stringer
An influential geneticist traces his investigation into the genes of humanity's closest evolutionary relatives, explaining what his sequencing of
the Neanderthal genome has revealed about their extinction and the origins of modern humans.
Examines the history of life on Earth and traces the course of human evolution.
This generously illustrated book tells the story of the human family, showing how our species’ physical traits and behaviors evolved over
millions of years as our ancestors adapted to dramatic environmental changes. In What Does It Means to Be Human? Rick Potts, director of
the Smithsonian’s Human Origins Program, and Chris Sloan, National Geographic’s paleoanthropolgy expert, delve into our distant past to
explain when, why, and how we acquired the unique biological and cultural qualities that govern our most fundamental connections and
interactions with other people and with the natural world. Drawing on the latest research, they conclude that we are the last survivors of a
once-diverse family tree, and that our evolution was shaped by one of the most unstable eras in Earth’s environmental history. The book
presents a wealth of attractive new material especially developed for the Hall’s displays, from life-like reconstructions of our ancestors
sculpted by the acclaimed John Gurche to photographs from National Geographic and Smithsonian archives, along with informative graphics
and illustrations. In coordination with the exhibit opening, the PBS program NOVA will present a related three-part television series, and the
museum will launch a website expected to draw 40 million visitors.
Anthropology, Sexual Studies, Psychology, Sociology, Gender and Cultural Studies
In this book the author, a Harvard evolutionary biologist presents an account of how the human body has evolved over millions of years,
examining how an increasing disparity between the needs of Stone Age bodies and the realities of the modern world are fueling a paradox of
greater longevity and chronic disease. It illuminates the major transformations that contributed key adaptations to the body: the rise of
bipedalism; the shift to a non-fruit-based diet; the advent of hunting and gathering, leading to our superlative endurance athleticism; the
development of a very large brain; and the incipience of cultural proficiencies. The author also elucidates how cultural evolution differs from
biological evolution, and how our bodies were further transformed during the Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions. While these ongoing
changes have brought about many benefits, they have also created conditions to which our bodies are not entirely adapted, the author
argues, resulting in the growing incidence of obesity and new but avoidable diseases, such as type 2 diabetes. The author proposes that
many of these chronic illnesses persist and in some cases are intensifying because of 'dysevolution,' a pernicious dynamic whereby only the
symptoms rather than the causes of these maladies are treated. And finally, he advocates the use of evolutionary information to help nudge,
push, and sometimes even compel us to create a more salubrious environment. -- From publisher's web site.
The study of human evolution is advancing rapidly. New fossil evidence is adding ever more pieces to the puzzle of our past; the new science
of ancient DNA is completely reshaping theories of early human populations and migrations. Bernard Wood traces the field of
palaeoanthropology from its beginnings in the eighteenth century to the present.
What happened, how it happened, and when. Ten expert contributors tell the story.
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Dan Lieberman has written an innovative, exhaustively researched and carefully argued book dealing with the evolution of the human head.
In it he addresses three interrelated questions. First, why does the human head look the way it does? Second, why did these transformations
occur? And third, how is something as complex and vital as the head so variable and evolvable? This book addresses these questions in
three sections. The first set of chapters review how human and ape heads grow, both in terms of individual parts (organs and regions) and as
an integrated whole. The second section reviews how the head performs its major functions: housing the brain, chewing, swallowing,
breathing, vocalizing, thermoregulating, seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling, and balancing during locomotion. The final set of chapters review
the fossil evidence for major transformations of the head during human evolution from the divergence of the human and ape lineages through
the origins of Homo sapiens. These chapters use developmental and functional insights from the first two sections to speculate on the
developmental and selective bases for these transformations.
This book is intended as a comprehensive overview of hominid evolution, synthesising data and approaches from physical anthropology,
genetics, archaeology, psychology and philosophy. Human evolution courses are now widespread and this book has the potential to satisfy
the requirements of most, particularly at the advanced undergraduate and graduate level. It is based on a translation, albeit with substantial
modification, of a successful Spanish language book.
Fully updated with the latest discoveries and research, amazingly realistic illustrations and detailed maps plot eight million years of human
development in the context of our genetics, anatomy, behavior, environment, migrations, and culture. This unrivaled illustrated guide to
human evolution brings you face-to-face with your ancient ancestors. Traveling back in time almost eight million years, the book charts the
development of our species, Homo sapiens, from tree-dwelling primates to modern humans. Evolution investigates each of our ancestors in
detail and in context, from the anatomy of their bones to the environment they lived in. Key fossil finds are showcased on double-page feature
spreads. Detailed maps show where each species has been found and plot the gradual spread of humans around the world. The book has
been fully updated to include the latest discoveries and research--including the newly discovered species Homo naledi--and presents the
latest thinking on some of the most captivating questions in science, such as whether modern humans and Neanderthals interacted with each
other. Written and authenticated by a team of acknowledged experts and illustrated by renowned Dutch paleoartists the Kennis brothers,
Evolution presents the story of our species with unique richness, authority, and detail.
“Magisterial and uplifting . . . A brilliant, grandscale sampling of sixty-five million years of human evolution . . . It shows the sweep and
grandeur of life in its unrelenting course.” —The Denver Post Stretching from the distant past into the remote future, from primordial Earth to
the stars, Evolution is a soaring symphony of struggle, extinction, and survival; a dazzling epic that combines a dozen scientific disciplines
and a cast of unforgettable characters to convey the grand drama of evolution in all its awesome majesty and rigorous beauty. Sixty-five
million years ago, when dinosaurs ruled the Earth, there lived a small mammal, a proto-primate of the species Purgatorius. From this humble
beginning, Baxter traces the human lineage forward through time. The adventure that unfolds is a gripping odyssey governed by chance and
competition, a perilous journey to an uncertain destination along a route beset by sudden and catastrophic upheavals. It is a route that ends,
for most species, in stagnation or extinction. Why should humanity escape this fate? Praise for Evolution “Spectacular.”—The New York
Times Book Review “Strong imagination, a capacity for awe, and the ability to think rigorously about vast and final things abound in the work
of Stephen Baxter. . . . [Evolution] leaves the reader with a haunting portrayal of the distant future.”—Times Literary Supplement “A breath of
fresh air . . . The miracle of Evolution is that it makes the triumph of life, which is its story, sound like the real story.”—The Washington Post
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Book World
**'A masterpiece of evocative scientific storytelling.' BRIAN COX** **'Will appeal to fans of Yuval Noah Harari's Sapiens'. Mail on Sunday **
The extraordinary story of the species that became our allies. Dogs became our companions Wheat fed a booming population Cattle gave us
meat and milk Maize fuelled the growth of empires Potatoes brought us feast and famine Chickens led us to wonder about tomorrow Rice
promised us a golden future Horses gave us strength and speed Apples travelled with us HUMANS TAMED THEM ALL For hundreds of
thousands of years, our ancestors depended on wild plants and animals to stay alive – until they began to tame them. Combining
archaeology and cutting-edge genetics, Tamed tells the story of the greatest revolution in human history and reveals the fascinating origins of
ten crucial domesticated species; and how they, in turn, transformed us. In a world creaking under the strain of human activity, Alice Roberts
urges us to look again at our relationship with the natural world – and our huge influence upon it. AN ECONOMIST AND MAIL ON SUNDAY
'BOOK OF THE YEAR' 2017
Anthropology professor Charles Lockwood tells the amazing story of human evolution in a concise and compelling introduction to all our
ancestors and extinct relatives. He draws on the explosion of discoveries made over the past 20 years to demystify the fascinating cast of
characters who hold the secret to our origins, and describes the main sites, individual fossils, key scientific breakthroughs, and latest
research that have fed our knowledge. With the help of a rich assortment of photographs, reconstructions, and maps, Lockwood takes us
from the earliest hominins, who date back six or seven million years ago, to contemporary homo sapiens, providing the basic facts about
each species: what it looked like, what it ate, how and when it lives, and how we know this information. Created in association with London’s
Natural History Museum, this is a truly readable, up-to-date, well-illustrated, and user-friendly summary of the evidence as it stands today.

In this stunningly original book, Richard Wrangham argues that it was cooking that caused the extraordinary
transformation of our ancestors from apelike beings to Homo erectus. At the heart of Catching Fire lies an explosive new
idea: the habit of eating cooked rather than raw food permitted the digestive tract to shrink and the human brain to grow,
helped structure human society, and created the male-female division of labour. As our ancestors adapted to using fire,
humans emerged as "the cooking apes". Covering everything from food-labelling and overweight pets to raw-food
faddists, Catching Fire offers a startlingly original argument about how we came to be the social, intelligent, and sexual
species we are today. "This notion is surprising, fresh and, in the hands of Richard Wrangham, utterly persuasive ... Big,
new ideas do not come along often in evolution these days, but this is one." -Matt Ridley, author of Genome
When Arnold wishes he had more information for his family tree, Ms. Frizzle revs up the Magic School Bus and the class
zooms back to prehistoric times. First stop: 3.5 billion years ago!There aren't any people around to ask for directions.
Luckily Ms. Frizzle has a plan, and the class is right there to watch simple cells become sponges and then fish and
dinosaurs, then mammals and early primates and, eventually, modern humans. It's the longest class trip ever!This is the
story of a species, of our species, as only Ms. Frizzle can tell it. Joanna Cole and Bruce Degen tackle this essential topic
with the insight and humor that have made the Magic School Bus the bestselling science series of all time.Hop on board
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for a class trip that spans billions of lifetimes!
Traces the origins and evolution of human beings, from the earliest prehistoric fossil record to the latest evidence based
on genetic research.
What makes us human, and where did we come from? How did a clever ape climb down from the trees and change the
world like no other animal has done before? This large-format, highly illustrated book guides readers through the key
aspects of the human story, from the anatomical changes that allowed us to walk upright and increased brain size in our
ancestors, to the social, cultural, and economic developments of our more recent cousins and our own species. Along the
way, focus spreads take a closer look at some of the key species in our history, from the ancient Australopithecus
Afarensis, 'Lucy', to our recent cousins the Neanderthals and ourselves, Homo sapiens. ?Looking beyond the anatomical
evolution of humans, this book explores how our culture and way of living has evolved, from how trails of cowry shells
reveal early trade between tribes, to how and why humans first domesticated dogs, horses, and farm animals, and began
settling in permanent villages and cities. Through digestible information and absorbing illustration, young readers will be
given an insight into their own origins, and what it really means to be a human.
New York Times Bestseller A Summer Reading Pick for President Barack Obama, Bill Gates, and Mark Zuckerberg From
a renowned historian comes a groundbreaking narrative of humanity’s creation and evolution—a #1 international
bestseller—that explores the ways in which biology and history have defined us and enhanced our understanding of what
it means to be “human.” One hundred thousand years ago, at least six different species of humans inhabited Earth. Yet
today there is only one—homo sapiens. What happened to the others? And what may happen to us? Most books about
the history of humanity pursue either a historical or a biological approach, but Dr. Yuval Noah Harari breaks the mold with
this highly original book that begins about 70,000 years ago with the appearance of modern cognition. From examining
the role evolving humans have played in the global ecosystem to charting the rise of empires, Sapiens integrates history
and science to reconsider accepted narratives, connect past developments with contemporary concerns, and examine
specific events within the context of larger ideas. Dr. Harari also compels us to look ahead, because over the last few
decades humans have begun to bend laws of natural selection that have governed life for the past four billion years. We
are acquiring the ability to design not only the world around us, but also ourselves. Where is this leading us, and what do
we want to become? Featuring 27 photographs, 6 maps, and 25 illustrations/diagrams, this provocative and insightful
work is sure to spark debate and is essential reading for aficionados of Jared Diamond, James Gleick, Matt Ridley,
Robert Wright, and Sharon Moalem.
In the tradition of Guns, Germs, and Steel and Sapiens, a winner of the Royal Society Prize for Science Books shows
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how four tools enabled has us humans to control the destiny of our species "A wondrous, visionary work"--Tim Flannery,
scientist and author of the bestselling The Weather Makers What enabled us to go from simple stone tools to
smartphones? How did bands of hunter-gatherers evolve into multinational empires? Readers of Sapiens will say a
cognitive revolution -- a dramatic evolutionary change that altered our brains, turning primitive humans into modern ones
-- caused a cultural explosion. In Transcendence, Gaia Vince argues instead that modern humans are the product of a
nuanced coevolution of our genes, environment, and culture that goes back into deep time. She explains how, through
four key elements -- fire, language, beauty, and time -- our species diverged from the evolutionary path of all other
animals, unleashing a compounding process that launched us into the Space Age and beyond. Provocative and poetic,
Transcendence shows how a primate took dominion over nature and turned itself into something marvelous.
A follow-up to the award-winning Dinosaur , this book ties in with a four-part Anglo-American television series on the
story of evolution and of the people who have devoted their lives to discovering the truth about our origins. It is based on
interviews with scientists throughout the world.
The complex story of human evolution is a tale seven million years in the making. Each new discovery adds to or revises
our story and our understanding of how we came to be the way we are. In this eBook, The Human Odyssey, we explore
the evolution of those characteristics that make us human. The first section, “Where We Came From,” looks at our family
tree and why some branches survived and not others. Swings in climate are emerging as a factor in what traits
succeeded and failed, as we see in “Climate Shocks;” meanwhile in “Human Hybrids,” DNA analyses show that Homo
sapiens interbred with other human species, which played a key role in our survival. Section Two, “What Makes Us
Special,” examines those traits that separate us from other primates. Recent data indicate that our hairless skin was
important to the rise of other human features, and other research is getting closer to illuminating how humans became
monogamous, as shown in “The Naked Truth” and “Powers of Two,” respectively. In the final section, “Where We Are
Going,” we speculate on the future of human evolution in a world where advances in technology, medicine and other
areas protect us from harmful factors like disease, causing some scientists to claim that humans are no longer subject to
natural selection and our evolution has ceased. Far from that, in “Still Evolving,” author John Hawks discusses how
humans have evolved rapidly over the past 30,000 years, as seen in relatively recent traits like blue eyes or lactose
tolerance, why such rapid evolution has been possible and what future generations might look like. Like us, our story will
continue to evolve.
How our collective intelligence has helped us to evolve and prosper Humans are a puzzling species. On the one hand, we struggle
to survive on our own in the wild, often failing to overcome even basic challenges, like obtaining food, building shelters, or avoiding
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predators. On the other hand, human groups have produced ingenious technologies, sophisticated languages, and complex
institutions that have permitted us to successfully expand into a vast range of diverse environments. What has enabled us to
dominate the globe, more than any other species, while remaining virtually helpless as lone individuals? This book shows that the
secret of our success lies not in our innate intelligence, but in our collective brains—on the ability of human groups to socially
interconnect and learn from one another over generations. Drawing insights from lost European explorers, clever chimpanzees,
mobile hunter-gatherers, neuroscientific findings, ancient bones, and the human genome, Joseph Henrich demonstrates how our
collective brains have propelled our species' genetic evolution and shaped our biology. Our early capacities for learning from
others produced many cultural innovations, such as fire, cooking, water containers, plant knowledge, and projectile weapons,
which in turn drove the expansion of our brains and altered our physiology, anatomy, and psychology in crucial ways. Later on,
some collective brains generated and recombined powerful concepts, such as the lever, wheel, screw, and writing, while also
creating the institutions that continue to alter our motivations and perceptions. Henrich shows how our genetics and biology are
inextricably interwoven with cultural evolution, and how culture-gene interactions launched our species on an extraordinary
evolutionary trajectory. Tracking clues from our ancient past to the present, The Secret of Our Success explores how the evolution
of both our cultural and social natures produce a collective intelligence that explains both our species' immense success and the
origins of human uniqueness.
A voyage into the deep past to discover how we became human, and how modern science is rewriting our family tree. Seven
million years ago there were ape-like animals living in the forests and woodlands of Africa who were our ancestors. They were also
the ancestors of the chimpanzee. It's still a provocative thought today, but when the first steps toward this realization were taken,
most scientists still believed in the special creation of humans and the story of the flood. Over the years, scientific research has
uncovered a fascinating human family tree with over twenty members, and more extinct relatives still being identified. Seven
Million Years explores the discovery of our own species, our nearest relatives and an ancient shared history. It tells the stories of
the archaeological finds, the people who made them, and how these powerful revelations have altered how we perceive ourselves,
our uniqueness as human beings, and our sense of self in relation to other animals.
Brian Boyd explains why we tell stories and how our minds are shaped to understand them. After considering art as adaptation,
Boyd examines Homer's Odyssey and Dr. Seuss's Horton Hears a Who! demonstrating how an evolutionary lens can offer new
understanding and appreciation of specific works. Published for the bicentenary of Darwin's birth and the 150th anniversary of the
publication of Origin of Species, Boyd's study embraces a Darwinian view of human nature and art, and offers a credo for a new
humanism.
The Development of an Extraordinary Species We human beings share 98 percent of our genes with chimpanzees. Yet humans
are the dominant species on the planet -- having founded civilizations and religions, developed intricate and diverse forms of
communication, learned science, built cities, and created breathtaking works of art -- while chimps remain animals concerned
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primarily with the basic necessities of survival. What is it about that two percent difference in DNA that has created such a
divergence between evolutionary cousins? In this fascinating, provocative, passionate, funny, endlessly entertaining work,
renowned Pulitzer Prize–winning author and scientist Jared Diamond explores how the extraordinary human animal, in a
remarkably short time, developed the capacity to rule the world . . . and the means to irrevocably destroy it.
A fascinating account of the latest thinking on human evolution, by 'one of the most respected evolutionary psychologists in
Britain'. For scientists studying evolution, the past decade has seen astonishing advances across many disciplines - discoveries
which have revolutionised scientific thinking and turned upside down our understanding of who we are. The Human Story brings
together these threads of research in genetics, behaviour and psychology to provide an understanding of just what it is that makes
us human. Robin Dunbar looks in particular at how the human mind has evolved, and draws on his own research during the last
five years into the deep psychological and biological bases of music and religion.
At first, nothing lived on Earth. It was a noisy, hot, scary place. Choking gas exploded from volcanoes and oceans of lava bubbled
around the globe... Then in the deep, dark ocean, something amazing happened. This is an exciting and dramatic story about how
life began and developed on Planet Earth, written especially for younger children. The authors explain how the first living cell was
created, and how the cells multiply and create jellyfish and worms, and then fish with bendy necks, which drag themselves out of
the water into swampy forests. They tell the story of the biggest creatures that have ever walked on land - the dinosaurs. Long
after that, hairy creatures who have babies, not eggs, take over, stand on two legs and spread around the world, some of them
living through cataclysmic events such as ice ages and volcanic eruptions. Everyone living today is related to these survivors. With
delightful illustrations including lots of detail and humour, all carefully researched and checked, this book shows the development
of life on Earth in a truly accessible and simple way. CLICK HERE to download Teachers' Notes specially written by the authors,
Catherine Barr and Steve Williams, to assist teachers and librarians in the promotion and teaching of The Story of Lifein schools
and to help foster a love of good books, literature and reading in children.
Explores the origins of humans, including how such developments as Linnaeus' classification system and recent understanding of
the human genome have improved scientists' comprehension of evolution.
“An unforgettable journey through this twisted miracle of evolution we call ‘our body.’” —Spike Carlsen, author of A Walk Around
the Block From blurry vision to crooked teeth, ACLs that tear at alarming rates and spines that seem to spend a lifetime falling
apart, it’s a curious thing that human beings have beaten the odds as a species. After all, we’re the only survivors on our branch
of the tree of life. The flaws in our makeup raise more than a few questions, and this detailed foray into the many twists and turns
of our ancestral past includes no shortage of curiosity and humor to find the answers. Why is it that human mothers have such a
life-endangering experience giving birth? Why are there entire medical specialties for teeth and feet? And why is it that human
babies can’t even hold their heads up, but horses are trotting around minutes after they’re born? In this funny, wide-ranging and
often surprising book, biologist Alex Bezzerides tells us just where we inherited our adaptable, achy, brilliant bodies in the process
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of evolution.
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