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Families As They Really Are
Some children live with their mothers and fathers. Others have stepparents or live with just one parent. Still others live with grandparents or
foster parents who chose them specially. But all children all around the world, are part of families--big and small, loving, sharing, and caring
for one another. This look at all kinds of families from all over the world helps young children begin to think about families they belong to, as it
gives them a glimpse into the rich variety of world cultures.
This is how a family keeps a secret...and how that secret ends up keeping them. This is how a family lives happily ever after...until happily
ever after becomes complicated. This is how children change...and then change the world. When Rosie and Penn and their four boys
welcome the newest member of their family, no one is surprised it’s another baby boy. At least their large, loving, chaotic family knows what
to expect. But Claude is not like his brothers. One day he puts on a dress and refuses to take it off. He wants to bring a purse to kindergarten.
He wants hair long enough to sit on. When he grows up, Claude says, he wants to be a girl. Rosie and Penn aren’t panicked at first. Kids go
through phases, after all, and make-believe is fun. But soon the entire family is keeping Claude’s secret. Until one day it explodes. Laurie
Frankel's This Is How It Always Is is a novel about revelations, transformations, fairy tales, and family. And it’s about the ways this is how it
always is: Change is always hard and miraculous and hard again; parenting is always a leap into the unknown with crossed fingers and full
hearts; children grow but not always according to plan. And families with secrets don’t get to keep them forever.
An adopted Korean girl discovers that her classmates have different types of families.
Why are adults in their twenties and thirties boomeranging back to or never leaving their parents' homes in the world's wealthiest countries?
Acclaimed sociologist Katherine Newman addresses this phenomenon in this timely and original book that uncovers fascinating links between
globalization and the failure-to-launch trend. With over 300 interviews conducted in six countries, Newman concludes that nations with weak
welfare states have the highest frequency of accordion families. She thoughtfully considers the positive and negative implications of these
new relationships and suggests that as globalization reshapes the economic landscape it also continues to redefine our private lives.
The State of Families: Law, Policy, and the Meanings of Relationships collects essential readings on the family to examine the multiple forms
of contemporary families, the many issues facing families, the policies that regulate families, and how families—and family life—have become
politicized. This text explores various dimensions of "the family" and uses a critical approach to understand the historical, cultural, and
political constructions of the family. Each section takes different aspects of the family to highlight the intersection of individual experience,
structures of inequality—including race, class, gender, sexuality, disability, and immigration—and state power. Readings, both original and
reprinted from a wide range of experts in the field, show the multiple forms and meanings of family by delving into topics including the
traditional ground of motherhood, childhood, and marriage, while also exploring cutting edge research into fatherhood, reproduction, childfree families, and welfare. Taking an interdisciplinary approach to the family, The State of Families offers students in the social sciences and
professionals working with families new ways to identify how social structure and institutional practice shape individual experience.
A highly original account of the evolution of the family unit Current debates about the future of the family are often based on serious
misconceptions about its past. Arguing that there is no biologically mandated or universally functional family form, Stephanie Coontz traces
the complexity and variety of family arrangements in American history, from Native American kin groups to the emergence of the dominant
middle-class family ideal in the 1890s. Surveying and synthesizing a vast range of previous scholarship, as well as engaging more particular
studies of family life from the seventeenth to the nineteenth centuries, Coontz offers a highly original account of the shifting structure and
function of American families. Her account challenges standard interpretations of the early hegemony of middle-class privacy and “affective
individualism,” pointing to the rich tradition of alternative family behaviors among various ethnic and socioeconomic groups in America, and
arguing that even middle-class families went through several transformations in the course of the nineteenth centure. The present dominant
family form, grounded in close interpersonal relations and premised on domestic consumption of mass-produced household goods has
arisen, Coontz argues, from a long and complex series of changing political and economic conjunctures, as well as from the destruction or
incorporation of several alternative family systems. A clear conception of American capitalism’s combined and uneven development is
therefore essential if we are to understand the history of the family as a key social and economic unit. Lucid and detailed, The Social Origins
of Private Life is likely to become the standard history of its subject.
AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! “A quintessential ‘beach read,’ I half expected sand to fall out of it. This one brings lurid
family mayhem to the Hudson Valley [and] plausible suspects. With her cascading short chapters and teasers by the dozen, you stick with
Lapena eagerly.” —Washington Post “Lapena is a master of manipulation. With her latest page-turning thriller, Not a Happy Family, she is
once again at the top of her game.” —USA Today “In this fast-paced, twisted family saga, Shari Lapena keeps you guessing until the very last
page...” —Paula Hawkins, #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Girl on The Train The new domestic suspense novel from the New
York Times bestselling author of The Couple Next Door and The End of Her who has sold more than 7 million copies of her books worldwide
In this family, everyone is keeping secrets—even the dead. Brecken Hill in upstate New York is an expensive place to live. You have to be rich
to have a house there, and Fred and Sheila Merton certainly are rich. But even all their money can't protect them when a killer comes to call.
The Mertons are brutally murdered after a fraught Easter dinner with their three adult kids. Who, of course, are devastated. Or are they? They
each stand to inherit millions. They were never a happy family, thanks to their vindictive father and neglectful mother, but perhaps one of the
siblings is more disturbed than anyone knew. Did someone snap after that dreadful evening? Or did another person appear later that night
with the worst of intentions? That must be what happened. After all, if one of the family were capable of something as gruesome as this, you'd
know. Wouldn't you?
In the controversial public debate over modern American families, the vast changes in family life--the rise of single, two-paycheck, and samesex parents--have often been blamed for declining morality and unhappy children. Drawing upon pioneering research with the children of the
gender revolution, Kathleen Gerson reveals that it is not a lack of "family values," but rigid social and economic forces that make it difficult to
have a vibrant and committed family and work life. Despite the entrance of women into the workforce and the blurring of once clearly defined
gender boundaries, men and women live in a world where the demands of balancing parenting and work, autonomy and commitment, time
and money are left largely unresolved. Gerson finds that while an overwhelming majority of young men and women see an egalitarian
balance within committed relationships as the ideal, today's social and economic realities remain based on conventional--and now
obsolete--distinctions between breadwinning and caretaking. In this equity vacuum, men and women develop conflicting strategies, with
women stressing self-reliance and men seeking a new traditionalism. With compassion for all perspectives, Gerson argues that whether one
decides to give in to traditionally imbalanced relationships or to avoid marriage altogether, these approaches are second-best responses, not
personal preferences or inherent attributes, and they will shift if new options can be created to help people achieve their egalitarian
aspirations. The Unfinished Revolution offers clear recommendations for the kinds of workplace and community changes that would best
bring about a more egalitarian family life--a new flexibility at work and at home that benefits families, encourages a thriving economy, and
helps women and men integrate love and work. Praise for the Hardcover: "Over the past three decades, social change has blown apart the
old-fashioned ideal of the nuclear family--and Gerson has set out to map where the pieces have landed." --New York Post "Valuable for the
abundance and candor of the testimony from this unmoored generation pioneering through radically altered conceptions of personal and
professional life." --Publishers Weekly "This is not a battle that can be won with legal challenges or legislation. Yes, it would undoubtedly be
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greatly aided by the passage of major social policies such as universal child care. But at its core, this is a fight that plays out within homes
and between partners. And as Gerson's research makes clear, the fight has not changed all that dramatically in the past 30 years." --The
American Prospect

Prominent cultural critic Judith Stacey offers a ringing rebuttal to the rhetoric of "family values" with this powerful argument for
accepting family diversity-including a strong new case for legal same-sex marriage.
Celebrate diversity with a picture book for very young children about the many faces of contemporary families. Big or small, similar
or different-looking, there are all kinds of families. Some have on parent, some have two, and many include extended family. This
inclusive look at many varieties of families will help young readers see beyond their own immediate experiences and begin to
understand others.
This text examines the family through two lenses - the familiar private family in which we live most of our personal lives, and the
public family in which we, as adults, deal with broader societal issues such as raising the next generation and the care of the
elderly. Consequently the selected readings look both at intimate personal concerns, such as whether to marry, as well as societal
concerns, such as governmental policies that affect families. The author introduces each chapter, providing helpful lead-ins to the
readings that follow. The 32 readings in this edition are comprised of a well-balanced mix of highly accessible selections from the
popular press as well as articles from scholarly journals. This reader serves as an excellent companion to other texts in the
sociology of marriage and the family and as a useful source of information on its own. It is an excellent supplement to Cherlins
text, Public and Private Families: An Introduction. Its 16 chapters, which address contemporary issues such as the history of the
family, welfare and welfare reform, divorce and step-parenting are keyed to the 16 chapters in Cherlins text.
A TODAY Show Read with Jenna Book Club Pick A captivating debut novel about the tangled fates of two best friends and
daughters of the Italian mafia, and a coming-of-age story of twentieth-century Brooklyn itself. Two daughters. Two families. One
inescapable fate. Sofia Colicchio is a free spirit, loud and untamed. Antonia Russo is thoughtful, ever observing the world around
her. Best friends since birth, they live in the shadow of their fathers’ unspoken community: the Family. Sunday dinners gather
them each week to feast, discuss business, and renew the intoxicating bond borne of blood and love. But the disappearance of
Antonia’s father drives a whisper-thin wedge between the girls as they grow into women, wives, mothers, and leaders. Their
hearts expand in tandem with Red Hook and Brooklyn around them, as they push against the boundaries of society’s
expectations and fight to preserve their complex but life-sustaining friendship. One fateful night their loyalty to each other and the
Family will be tested. Only one of them can pull the trigger before it’s too late.
Historical and contemporary perspectives on families -- Pathways to family formation -- Union dissolution and repartnering -- Adult
and child well-being in families -- Family policy issues : domestic and international perspectives
“Destined to become one of the classics of the genre” (Newsweek), the riveting, unforgettable story of a girl whose indomitable
spirit is tested by homelessness, poverty, and racism in an unequal America—from Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Andrea Elliott of
The New York Times Invisible Child follows eight dramatic years in the life of a girl whose imagination is as soaring as the
skyscrapers near her Brooklyn shelter. Dasani was named after the bottled water that signaled Brooklyn’s gentrification and the
shared aspirations of a divided city. In this sweeping narrative, Elliott weaves the story of Dasani’s childhood with the history of
her family, tracing the passage of their ancestors from slavery to the Great Migration north. As Dasani comes of age, the homeless
crisis in New York City has exploded amid the deepening chasm between rich and poor. Dasani must guide her siblings through a
city riddled by hunger, violence, drug addiction, homelessness, and the monitoring of child protection services. Out on the street,
Dasani becomes a fierce fighter to protect the ones she loves. When she finally escapes city life to enroll in a boarding school, she
faces an impossible question: What if leaving poverty means abandoning your family, and yourself? By turns heartbreaking and
inspiring, Invisible Child tells an astonishing story about the power of resilience, the importance of family, and the cost of
inequality. Based on nearly a decade of reporting, Invisible Child illuminates some of the most critical issues in contemporary
America through the life of one remarkable girl.
Real solutions to a hidden epidemic: family estrangement. Estrangement from a family member is one of the most painful life
experiences. It is devastating not only to the individuals directly involved--collateral damage can extend upward, downward, and
across generations, More than 65 million Americans suffer such rifts, yet little guidance exists on how to cope with and overcome
them. In this book, Karl Pillemer combines the advice of people who have successfully reconciled with powerful insights from
social science research. The result is a unique guide to mending fractured families. Fault Lines shares for the first time findings
from Dr. Pillemer's ten-year groundbreaking Cornell Reconciliation Project, based on the first national survey on estrangement;
rich, in-depth interviews with hundreds of people who have experienced it; and insights from leading family researchers and
therapists. He assures people who are estranged, and those who care about them, that they are not alone and that fissures can be
bridged. Through the wisdom of people who have "been there," Fault Lines shows how healing is possible through clear steps that
people can use right away in their own families. It addresses such questions as: How do rifts begin? What makes estrangement so
painful? Why is it so often triggered by a single event? Are you ready to reconcile? How can you overcome past hurts to build a
new future with a relative? Tackling a subject that is achingly familiar to almost everyone, especially in an era when powerful
outside forces such as technology and mobility are lessening family cohesion, Dr. Pillemer combines dramatic stories, sciencebased guidance, and practical repair tools to help people find the path to reconciliation.
The definitive edition of the classic, myth-shattering history of the American family Leave It to Beaver was not a documentary, a
man's home has never been his castle, the "male breadwinner marriage" is the least traditional family in history, and rape and
sexual assault were far higher in the 1970s than they are today. In The Way We Never Were, acclaimed historian Stephanie
Coontz examines two centuries of the American family, sweeping away misconceptions about the past that cloud current debates
about domestic life. The 1950s do not present a workable model of how to conduct our personal lives today, Coontz argues, and
neither does any other era from our cultural past. This revised edition includes a new introduction and epilogue, exploring how the
clash between growing gender equality and rising economic inequality is reshaping family life, marriage, and male-female
relationships in our modern era. More relevant than ever, The Way We Never Were is a potent corrective to dangerous nostalgia
for an American tradition that never really existed.

Families come in all shapes and sizes and from all sorts of backgrounds. They speak various languages, eat different
sorts of food, live in different kinds of homes and celebrate special occasions in a variety of ways. This book lets children
explore questions such as 'What is a family?', 'What different sorts of families are there?' and more. A entertaining and
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gently informative book that potrays diverse families and helps children think, talk about and understand difference. Helps
children with the 'Understanding the World' part of the Early Years curriculum. Hardback edition of 9781474937085.
Unsparing and important. . . . An informative, clearheaded and sobering book.—Jonathan Yardley, Washington Post (1999
Critic's Choice) Inner-city black America is often stereotyped as a place of random violence, but in fact, violence in the
inner city is regulated through an informal but well-known code of the street. This unwritten set of rules—based largely on
an individual's ability to command respect—is a powerful and pervasive form of etiquette, governing the way in which
people learn to negotiate public spaces. Elijah Anderson's incisive book delineates the code and examines it as a
response to the lack of jobs that pay a living wage, to the stigma of race, to rampant drug use, to alienation and lack of
hope.
In this "refreshingly relatable" (Outside) memoir, perfect for the self-isolating family, Slate editor Dan Kois sets out with
his family on a journey around the world to change their lives together. What happens when one frustrated dad turns his
kids' lives upside down in search of a new way to be a family? Dan Kois and his wife always did their best for their kids.
Busy professionals living in the D.C. suburbs, they scheduled their children's time wisely, and when they weren't arguing
over screen time, the Kois family-Dan, his wife Alia, and their two pre-teen daughters-could each be found searching for
their own happiness. But aren't families supposed to achieve happiness together? In this eye-opening, heartwarming,
and very funny family memoir, the fractious, loving Kois' go in search of other places on the map that might offer them the
chance to live away from home-but closer together. Over a year the family lands in New Zealand, the Netherlands, Costa
Rica, and small-town Kansas. The goal? To get out of their rut of busyness and distractedness and to see how other
families live outside the East Coast parenting bubble. HOW TO BE A FAMILY brings readers along as the Kois girlswitty, solitary, extremely online Lyra and goofy, sensitive, social butterfly Harper-like through the Kiwi bush, ride bikes to
a Dutch school in the pouring rain, battle iguanas in their Costa Rican kitchen, and learn to love a town where everyone
knows your name. Meanwhile, Dan interviews neighbors, public officials, and scholars to learn why each of these places
work the way they do. Will this trip change the Kois family's lives? Or do families take their problems and conflicts with
them wherever we go? A journalistic memoir filled with heart, empathy, and lots of whining, HOW TO BE A FAMILY will
make readers dream about the amazing adventures their own families might take.
A funny, heartfelt picture-book: perfect for introducing children to the different kinds of family there are in the world today,
and celebrating story time together. Set off on a series of incredible adventures with an adorable family as the stories
they read burst into colourful life. Battle dragons, dodge deadly dinosaurs, zoom to the moon and explore the world in a
hot air balloon, before winding down in a wonderfully cosy bedtime ending. The bouncy, rhyming, read-aloud text is
brought to life by bestselling, award-winning illustrator Garry Parsons, illustrator of The Dinosaur that Pooped series.
The instant New York Times bestseller! “Emily Oster dives into the data on parenting issues, cuts through the clutter, and
gives families the bottom line to help them make better decisions.” –Good Morning America “A targeted mini-MBA
program designed to help moms and dads establish best practices for day-to-day operations." -The Washington Post
From the bestselling author of Expecting Better and Cribsheet, the next step in data driven parenting from economist
Emily Oster. In The Family Firm, Brown professor of economics and mom of two Emily Oster offers a classic business
school framework for data-driven parents to think more deliberately about the key issues of the elementary years: school,
health, extracurricular activities, and more. Unlike the hourly challenges of infant parenting, the big questions in this age
come up less frequently. But we live with the consequences of our decisions for much longer. What's the right kind of
school and at what age should a particular kid start? How do you encourage a healthy diet? Should kids play a sport and
how seriously? How do you think smartly about encouraging children's independence? Along with these bigger
questions, Oster investigates how to navigate the complexity of day-to-day family logistics. Making these decisions is less
about finding the specific answer and more about taking the right approach. Parents of this age are often still working in
baby mode, which is to say, under stress and on the fly. That is a classic management problem, and Oster takes a page
from her time as a business school professor at the University of Chicago to show us that thoughtful business process
can help smooth out tough family decisions. The Family Firm is a smart and winning guide to how to think clearly--and
with less ambient stress--about the key decisions of the elementary school years. Parenting is a full-time job. It's time we
start treating it like one.
A collection of essays by feminist scholars on feminist sociology, reflecting the cultural and historical context in which
feminist scholarship has taken place.
Stephanie Coontz, the author of The Way We Never Were, now turns her attention to the mythology that surrounds
today’s family—the demonizing of “untraditional” family forms and marriage and parenting issues. She argues that while
it’s not crazy to miss the more hopeful economic trends of the 1950s and 1960s, few would want to go back to the
gender roles and race relations of those years. Mothers are going to remain in the workforce, family diversity is here to
stay, and the nuclear family can no longer handle all the responsibilities of elder care and childrearing.Coontz gives a
balanced account of how these changes affect families, both positively and negatively, but she rejects the notion that the
new diversity is a sentence of doom. Every family has distinctive resources and special vulnerabilities, and there are
ways to help each one build on its strengths and minimize its weaknesses.The book provides a meticulously researched,
balanced account showing why a historically informed perspective on family life can be as much help to people in sorting
through family issues as going into therapy—and much more help than listening to today’s political debates.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • OPRAH’S BOOK CLUB PICK The heartrending story of a midcentury American
family with twelve children, six of them diagnosed with schizophrenia, that became science's great hope in the quest to
understand the disease. "Reads like a medical detective journey and sheds light on a topic so many of us face: mental
illness." —Oprah Winfrey Don and Mimi Galvin seemed to be living the American dream. After World War II, Don's work
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with the Air Force brought them to Colorado, where their twelve children perfectly spanned the baby boom: the oldest
born in 1945, the youngest in 1965. In those years, there was an established script for a family like the
Galvins--aspiration, hard work, upward mobility, domestic harmony--and they worked hard to play their parts. But behind
the scenes was a different story: psychological breakdown, sudden shocking violence, hidden abuse. By the mid-1970s,
six of the ten Galvin boys, one after another, were diagnosed as schizophrenic. How could all this happen to one family?
What took place inside the house on Hidden Valley Road was so extraordinary that the Galvins became one of the first
families to be studied by the National Institute of Mental Health. Their story offers a shadow history of the science of
schizophrenia, from the era of institutionalization, lobotomy, and the schizophrenogenic mother to the search for genetic
markers for the disease, always amid profound disagreements about the nature of the illness itself. And unbeknownst to
the Galvins, samples of their DNA informed decades of genetic research that continues today, offering paths to
treatment, prediction, and even eradication of the disease for future generations. With clarity and compassion, bestselling
and award-winning author Robert Kolker uncovers one family's unforgettable legacy of suffering, love, and hope.
No matter your size, shape, or pedigree--if you love each other, you are a family! Moms, dads, sisters, brothers — and
even Great Aunt Sue — appear in dozens of combinations, demonstrating all kinds of nontraditional families! Silly animals
are cleverly depicted in framed portraits, and offer a warm celebration of family love. From School Library Journal PreSGr 1—Imagine a house with many rooms, whose walls each have a different color or wallpaper, accenting a family portrait
hanging there. On a rustic wooden wall hangs the first portrait—a large family of ducks posing beside a still pond. The next
spread shows three pandas in pink vests, much like the pink oriental wallpaper behind them. Each portrait features a
gently rhyming line: "Some children live with their grandparents…/and some live with an aunt./Some children have many
pets…/and some just have a plant." All of these appealing images demonstrate different ways of being a family. "Some
children live with their father./ Some children have two mothers./Some children are adopted./Some have stepsisters
and—brothers." The cartoon-style critters contrast pleasantly with more realistic elements—a bamboo plant, a slender
ceramic dog, a fat ceramic cat. Families of hippos, tigers, lions, ostriches, and whales join the other family groups in the
final spread. The loud-and-clear message is that "if you love each other, then you are a family." And imagine the many
children who will be reassured because they have found a portrait of a family they will recognize as their own. A solid
choice for most libraries.—Mary Jean Smith, formerly at Southside Elementary School, Lebanon, TN
A collection of ten stories about families and what they mean, describing both traditional and non-traditional families.
This is an enhanced ebook with a read-along function. Separation and divorce are difficult on the entire family. Often
young children blame themselves or are unsure of their place in the family if these events occur. Child psychologist Dr.
Jillian Roberts designed the Just Enough series to empower parents/caregivers to start conversations with young ones
about difficult or challenging subject matter. Why Do Families Change? is part of the Just Enough series. Other topics in
the series include birth, death and diversity. For more information, visit www.justenoughseries.com.
All families change over time. Sometimes a baby is born, or a grown-up gets married. And sometimes a child gets a new
foster parent or a new adopted mom or dad. Children need to know that when this happens, it’s not their fault. They
need to understand that they can remember and value their birth family and love their new family, too. Straightforward
words and full-color illustrations offer hope and support for children facing or experiencing change. Includes resources
and information for birth parents, foster parents, social workers, counselors, and teachers.
Families As They Really AreW W Norton & Company Incorporated
Celebrate the differences and similarities between 10 families as they eat, sleep, work, and play together. Gentle rhyming
text and vivid illustrations bring each family's story to life.
What has happened to marriage and families? What is the current state of families? Where are families headed? Where
is family scholarship headed? As families face challenges today brought on by events that have changed their perception
of the world, there is a need for a clear assessment of what has happened to families in the past and an examination of
some data-based theories about what is likely to happen in the future. The Handbook of Contemporary Families explores
how families have changed in the last 30 years and speculates about future trends. Editors Marilyn Coleman and
Lawrence H. Ganong, along with a multidisciplinary group of contributors, critique the approaches used to study
relationships and families while suggesting modern approaches for the new millennium. The Handbook looks at how
changes within the contemporary family have been reflected in family law, family education, and family therapy. Features
of this Handbook: Examines a diverse array of families and relationships in which people live, including chapters on
alternative lifestyles, gay and lesbian relationships, economically distressed families, religion and families, racial and
ethnic diversity, a feminist vision for families, older families, and the effect of computers and other technology on family
relationships Includes both a historical review and future speculation on the subjects covered in each chapter
Interdisciplinary contributors representing a variety of fields such as history, family studies, sociology, law, therapy, social
work, psychology, nursing, and human development The Handbook of Contemporary Families is an excellent resource
for advanced undergraduate and graduate students, researchers, educators, and practitioners who study and work with
families in several disciplines, including Family Science, Human Development and Family Studies, Sociology, Marriage &
Family Therapy, and Social Work.
"Philip Cohen's The Family is an accessible, data-driven introduction to contemporary sociological thinking on families.
Drawing on his expertise as a sociologist, demographer, and a teacher, Cohen uses data to elucidate key trends in family
life and to show how the story of today's families is a story of diversity, inequality, and social change. In the Third Edition,
Cohen has strengthened the book's coverage of same-sex relationships and revamped the treatment of gender identity,
highlighting the most current research and data throughout the text. Innovative pedagogy, including a revised InQuizitive
course and more robust in-text workshops, get students thinking sociologically about their own families and
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relationships"-A fresh collection of original essays by leading scholars that explores how families operate in everyday life.
With irresistible, rollicking rhyme, beloved picture book author Mary Ann Hoberman shows readers that families, large and small,
are all around us. From celery stalks to bottle caps, buttons, and rings, the objects we group together form families, just like the
ones we are a part of. And, as we grow up, our families grow, too. Mary Ann Hoberman gives readers a sense of belonging in this
all-inclusive celebration of families and our role in them.
Nellie and her little brother Gus discuss all kinds of families during a day at the zoo and dinner at home with their relatives
afterwards.
Gathering watercress by the side of the road brings a girl closer to her family's Chinese Heritage. New England Book Award
Winner A Boston Globe-Horn Book Honor Book Driving through Ohio in an old Pontiac, a young girl's parents stop suddenly when
they spot watercress growing wild in a ditch by the side of the road. Grabbing an old paper bag and some rusty scissors, the whole
family wades into the muck to collect as much of the muddy, snail covered watercress as they can. At first, she's embarrassed.
Why can't her family get food from the grocery store? But when her mother shares a story of her family's time in China, the girl
learns to appreciate the fresh food they foraged. Together, they make a new memory of watercress. Andrea Wang tells a moving
autobiographical story of a child of immigrants discovering and connecting with her heritage, illustrated by award winning author
and artist Jason Chin, working in an entirely new style, inspired by Chinese painting techniques. An author's note in the back
shares Andrea's childhood experience with her parents. A Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year A Junior Library Guild Gold
Standard Selection!
In The Secrets of Happy Families, New York Times bestselling author Bruce Feiler has drawn up a blueprint for modern families —
a new approach to family dynamics, inspired by cutting-edge techniques gathered from experts in the disciplines of science,
business, sports, and the military. The result is a funny and thought-provoking playbook for contemporary families, with more than
200 useful strategies, including: the right way to have family dinner, what your mother never told you about sex (but should have),
and why you should always have two women present in difficult conversations… Timely, compassionate, and filled with practical
tips and wise advice, Bruce Feiler’s The Secrets of Happy Families: Improve Your Mornings, Rethink Family Dinner, Fight
Smarter, Go Out and Play, and Much More should be required reading for all parents.
Matt Kell and Cathy Spehn had known each other since grade school. As adults, they each married, lived in their hometown and
attended the same church. Their kids attended school together. Matt died at home on Christmas Day after a three-year battle with
cancer, leaving behind his wife, Gina, and two young boys. Prior to his death, Matt recorded a video diary for his sons, which
included his desire and expectations that their mom would love again. After attending Matt’s inspirational funeral and reaching out
to Gina with offers of support, Cathy was diagnosed with inoperable brain cancer. She died only seventeen days later, leaving
behind her husband, Michael, and three young children. In her final hours, Cathy instructed Michael to “call Gina Kell.” The Color
of Rain illuminates the stepping-stones of loss and healing that ultimately led to a joyful new life for Michael, Gina and their five
children. Their path to becoming a modern day Brady Bunch was filled with grief, laughter, and a willingness to be restored to a
new and even better life, despite the inevitable resistance they faced. As the dual first-person narrative reveals what it is like to
walk through loss and love simultaneously, readers receive an intimate look at how this ordinary group of people lived, died, and
ultimately persevered through extraordinary circumstances.
This account of six families whose children were wrongly seized by child protection services vividly illustrates the constitutional
balancing act where medicine, family interests, and child safety can clash. • Illustrates how the mantra "best interests of the child"
masks errors, assumptions, and stereotypes that hide the real harm child protection policies are doing to children and families •
Reveals how families are wrongly separated when overworked and underskilled caseworkers jump to conclusions of guilt, ignoring
evidence of innocence • Focuses on the child protection system from the moment of intervention—starting with the child abuse
hotline call that targets a specific child as a victim and his or her parents as suspects • Highlights the many decision points,
attitudes, policies, and practices that operate to make even innocent parents vulnerable to having their children taken from them •
Explains why basic due process principles ordered by federal and state courts would go a long way to help families, but cautions
that just results depend on effective family defense counsel
'It achieves what it set out to do- explaining in ordinary language to ordinary people just how relationships work.' -Sun
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