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Female Malady
Reveals the surprising history of the Lamaze method of childbirth, also known as
psychoprophylaxis, by tracing this psychological, non-pharmacological approach
to obstetric pain relief from its origins in the USSR in the 1940s, to France in the
1950s, and to the United States in the 1960s and 1970s.
This work uncovers the history of women and addiction in America and how
dependent women have been treated. The author is critical of doctors who have
often been quick to prescribe narcotics to female patients.
INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER • WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE •
PEN/HEMINGWAY AWARD WINNER. With a new foreword by Domenico
Starnone, this stunning debut collection flawlessly charts the emotional journeys
of characters seeking love beyond the barriers of nations and generations. With
accomplished precision and gentle eloquence, Jhumpa Lahiri traces the
crosscurrents set in motion when immigrants, expatriates, and their children
arrive, quite literally, at a cultural divide. A blackout forces a young Indian
American couple to make confessions that unravel their tattered domestic peace.
An Indian American girl recognizes her cultural identity during a Halloween
celebration while the Pakastani civil war rages on television in the background. A
latchkey kid with a single working mother finds affinity with a woman from
Calcutta. In the title story, an interpreter guides an American family through the
India of their ancestors and hears an astonishing confession. Imbued with the
sensual details of Indian culture, these stories speak with passion and wisdom to
everyone who has ever felt like a foreigner. Like the interpreter of the title story,
Lahiri translates between the strict traditions of her ancestors and a baffling new
world.
The Female MaladyWomen, Madness, and English Culture, 1830-1980Viking
Press
The underlying premise is that in the absence of a fully developed critical
tradition, any interpretative study of her poetry must of necessity be tentative and
preliminary. It must be a trial or essay (in the traditional sense of the meaning of
that term).
Dangerous Motherhood is the first study of the close and complex relationship
between mental disorder and childbirth. Exploring the relationship between
women, their families and their doctors reveals how explanations for the onset of
puerperal insanity were drawn from a broad set of moral, social and
environmental frameworks, rather than being bound to ideas that women as a
whole were likely to be vulnerable to mental illness. The horror of this devastating
disorder which upturned the household, turned gentle mothers into disruptive and
dangerous mad women, was magnified by it occurring at a time when it was
anticipated that women would be most happy in the fulfillment of their role as
mothers.
Examining the ways in which hypochondria forms both a malady and a metaphor
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for a range of British Romantic writers, Grinnell contends that this is not one
illness amongst many, but a disorder of the very ability to distinguish between
illness and health, a malady of interpretation that mediates a broad spectrum of
pressing cultural questions.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER What Melania wants, Melania gets. The
former director of special events at Vogue and producer of nine legendary Met
Galas, Stephanie Winston Wolkoff met Melania Knauss in 2003 and had a front
row seat to the transformation of Donald Trump’s then girlfriend from a rough-cut
gem to a precious diamond. As their friendship deepened over lunches at
Manhattan hot spots, black-tie parties, and giggle sessions in the penthouse at
Trump Tower, Wolkoff watched the newest Mrs. Trump raise her son, Barron,
and manage her highly scrutinized marriage. After Trump won the 2016 election,
Wolkoff was recruited to help produce the 58th Presidential Inauguration and to
become the First Lady’s trusted advisor. Melania put Wolkoff in charge of hiring
her staff, organizing her events, helping her write speeches, and creating her
debut initiatives. Then it all fell apart when she was made the scapegoat for
inauguration finance irregularities. Melania could have defended her innocent
friend and confidant, but she stood by her man, knowing full well who was really
to blame. The betrayal nearly destroyed Wolkoff. In this candid and emotional
memoir, Stephanie Winston Wolkoff takes you into Trump Tower and the White
House to tell the funny, thrilling, and heartbreaking story of her intimate friendship
with one of the most famous women in the world, a woman few people truly
understand. How did Melania react to the Access Hollywood tape and her
husband’s affair with Stormy Daniels? Does she get along well with Ivanka? Why
did she wear that jacket with “I really don’t care, do u?” printed on the back? Is
Melania happy being First Lady? And what really happened with the
inauguration’s funding of $107 million? Wolkoff has some ideas...
This incisive study explores how cultural ideas about proper feminine behavior have shaped
the definition and treatment of madness in women as it traces trends in the psychiatric care of
women in England from 1830-1980.
The Victorian Age saw the transformation of the madhouse into the asylum into the mental
hospital; of the mad-doctor into the alienist into the psychiatrist; and of the madman (and
madwoman) into the mental patient. In Andrew Scull's edited collection Madhouses, MadDoctors, and Madmen, contributors' essays offer a historical analysis of the issues that
continue to plague the psychiatric profession today. Topics covered include the debate over
the effectiveness of institutional or community treatment, the boundary between insanity and
criminal responsibility, the implementation of commitment laws, and the differences in defining
and treating mental illness based on the gender of the patient.
During the late 18th and early 19th centuries, there was a tubercular 'moment' in which
perceptions of the consumptive disease became inextricably tied to contemporary concepts of
beauty, playing out in the clothing fashions of the day. With the ravages of the illness widely
regarded as conferring beauty on the sufferer, it became commonplace to regard tuberculosis
as a positive affliction, one to be emulated in both beauty practices and dress. While medical
writers of the time believed that the fashionable way of life of many women actually rendered
them susceptible to the disease, Carolyn A. Day investigates the deliberate and widespread
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flouting of admonitions against these fashion practices in the pursuit of beauty. Through an
exploration of contemporary social trends and medical advice revealed in medical writing,
literature and personal papers, Consumptive Chic uncovers the intimate relationship between
fashionable women's clothing, and medical understandings of the illness. Illustrated with over
40 full color fashion plates, caricatures, medical images, and photographs of original garments,
this is a compelling story of the intimate relationship between the body, beauty, and disease and the rise of 'tubercular chic'.
Saint Hysteria examines scientific, literary, and religious texts that share a fascination with the
otherness of the female body, whether in ecstatic pleasure or in neurotic pain. Cristina Mazzoni
focuses on material from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, mainly in Italy and
France. Her approach uses the methodologies of cultural studies and feminism but also
benefits from the insights of psychoanalytic criticism. She asks how the identification of
mysticism with hysteria became prevalent, and explores the continuing dialogue between a
historicizing view of hysteria and a view of hysteria as repressed religious mysticism.
According to Mazzoni, this dialogue is discernible at various levels and in a variety of
discourses. The medical history of hysteria, she maintains, is often linked to the religious
history of supernatural phenomena, and the medical discourse of positivism depends on the
religious-feminine element that it attempts to repress. Similarly, she finds a continuity between
the literature of naturalism and that of decadence in their representations of the
interdependence of neurosis and religion. Finally, the religious writings of women mystics and
the discourses they inspired reveal an unresolved tension between nature and supernature,
body and soul (or psyche) which, Mazzoni suggests, mirrors and complicates the very issues
raised by hysterical conversion. Among those whose views she considers are the writers Jules
and Edmond de Goncourt, Gabriele d?Annunzio, and Antonio Fogazzaro, as well as Graham
Greene and Simone Weil; the mystics Angela of Foligno, Gemma Galgani, and Teresa of
Avila; and the theorists Jean-Martin Charcot, Cesare Lombroso, Jacques Lacan, Simone de
Beauvoir, Julia Kristeva, and Luce Irigaray.
"Yes, women are the greatest evil Zeus has made, and men are bound to them hand and foot
with impossible knots by God."—Semonides, seventh century B.C. Men put women on a
pedestal to worship them from afar—and to take better aim at them for the purpose of derision.
Why is this paradoxical response to women so widespread, so far-reaching, so all-pervasive?
Misogyny, David D. Gilmore suggests, is best described as a male malady, as it has always
been a characteristic shared by human societies throughout the world. Misogyny: The Male
Malady is a comprehensive historical and anthropological survey of woman-hating that casts
new light on this age-old bias. The turmoil of masculinity and the ugliness of misogyny have
been well documented in different cultures, but Gilmore's synoptic approach identifies
misogyny in a variety of human experiences outside of sex and marriage and makes a fresh
and enlightening contribution toward understanding this phenomenon. Gilmore maintains that
misogyny is so widespread and so pervasive among men that it must be at least partly
psychogenic in origin, a result of identical experiences in the male developmental cycle, rather
than caused by the environment alone. Presenting a wealth of compelling examples—from the
jungles of New Guinea to the boardrooms of corporate America—Gilmore shows that
misogynistic practices occur in hauntingly identical forms. He asserts that these deep and
abiding male anxieties stem from unresolved conflicts between men's intense need for and
dependence upon women and their equally intense fear of that dependence. However,
misogyny, according to Gilmore, is also often supported and intensified by certain cultural
realities, such as patrilineal social organization; kinship ideologies that favor fraternal solidarity
over conjugal unity; chronic warfare, feuding, or other forms of intergroup violence; and
religious orthodoxy or asceticism. Gilmore is in the end able to offer steps toward the discovery
of antidotes to this irrational but global prejudice, providing an opportunity for a lasting cure to
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misogyny and its manifestations.
When first published in 1977, A Literature of Their Own quickly set the stage for the creative
explosion of feminist literary studies that transformed the field in the 1980s. Launching a major
new area for literary investigation, the book uncovered the long but neglected tradition of
women writers in England. A classic of feminist criticism, its impact continues to be felt today.
This revised and expanded edition contains a new introductory chapter surveying the book's
reception and a new postscript chapter celebrating the legacy of feminism and feminist
criticism in the efflorescence of contemporary British fiction by women.
This book brings together leading international authorities - physicians, historians, social
scientists, and others - who explore the many complex interpretive and ideological dimensions
of historical writing about psychiatry. The book includes chapters on the history of the asylum,
Freud, anti-psychiatry in the United States and abroad, feminist interpretations of psychiatry's
past, and historical accounts of Nazism and psychotherapy, as well as discussions of many
individual historical figures and movements. It represents the first attempt to study
comprehensively the multiple mythologies that have grown up around the history of madness
and the origin, functions, and validity of these myths in our psychological century.
"The funny, defiant memoir of Sarah Ramey's years-long battle with a mysterious illness that
doctors thought was all in her head--but wasn't. A revelation and an inspiration for millions of
women whose legitimate health complaints are ignored. In her darkly funny and courageous
memoir, Sarah Ramey recounts the decade-long saga of how a seemingly minor illness in her
senior year of college turned into a prolonged and elusive condition that destroyed her health
but that doctors couldn't diagnose or treat. Worse, as they failed to cure her, they hinted that
her problems were all in her head. The Lady's Handbook for Her Mysterious Illness is a
memoir with a mission: to help the millions of (mostly) women who suffer from unnamed or
misunderstood conditions: autoimmune illnesses like fibromyalgia and chronic fatigue
syndrome, chronic Lyme disease, chronic pain, and many more. Sarah's pursuit of a diagnosis
and cure for her own mysterious illness becomes a page-turning medical mystery that reveals
a newly emerging understanding of modern illnesses as ecological in nature. Her book will
open eyes, change lives, and ultimately change medicine"--

'Sexual anarchy' - dire predictions, disasters, apocalypse - became the hallmark
of the closing decades of the nineteenth century. The New Woman and the Odd
Woman threatened male identity and self-esteem; teh emergence of feminism
and homosexuality meant the redefining of masculinity and femininity. This is the
terrain which Elaine Showalter explores with such consummate originality and
wit. Looking at parallels between the ends of the 19th and 20th centuries and
their representations in literature, art and film, she ranges over the trial of Oscar
Wilde, the public furore over prostitution and syphilis, moral outrage over the
breakdown of the family, abortion rights and AIDS. High and low culture - from
male quest romances to contemporary male bonding movies (Heart of Darkness
reworked into Apocalypse Now), Freud to Fatal Attraction - all are part of this
scholarly and entertaining study of the fin de siecle.
This collection brings together 20 short stories of the "fin-de-siecle" and includes
such writers as George Egerton, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Vernon Lee, Ada
Leverson and Olive Schreiner. The stories range from the lyrical to the Gothic
and frequently deal with the conflicts of women writers. At the turn of the century,
short stories by- and often about- 'New Women' flooded the pages of English and
American magazines like The Yellow Book, The Savoy, Atlantic Monthly and
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Harpers. This daring new fiction, often innovative in form, and courageous in its
candid literary aspiration, shocked Victorian critics who parodied the
experimental stories in Punch as symptoms of fin de siecle decadence, or
denounced the authors as 'literary degenerates' or 'erotomaniacs.' This collection
brings together twenty of the most original and important stories, including such
little-known writers as Victoria Cross, George Egerton, Vernon Lee, Constance
Fenimore Wollson and Charlotte Mew. Ranging from the lyrical to the Gothic, and
frequently dealing with the conflicts of women artists, the short fiction of the fin de
siecle is the missing link between the Golden Age of Victorianism women writers
and the new era of feminist modernism.
The narrative presented here is a rare, detailed autobiographical account of one
woman's experience of mental disorder in seventeenth-century England.
Katharine Hodgkin presents in modern typography an annotated edition of the
author's manuscript of this unusual and compelling text. Also included are
prefaces to the narrative written by Fitzherbert and others, and letters written
shortly after her mental crisis, which develop her account of the episode.
The story of hysteria is a curious one, for it persists as an illness for centuries
before disappearing. Andrew Scull gives a fascinating account of this socially
constructed disease that came to be strongly associated with women, showing
the shifts in social, cultural, and medical perceptions through history.
Accounts by women placed in asylums from 1840 to 1945 provide a chilling study
of psychiatric institutions and attitudes toward women
"Encyclopedically learned, up-to-date, authoritative, and altogether the best
introduction to the subject that exists in any language."--Thomas Laqueur, author
of Making Sex
A 2014 Michael L. Printz Honor Book A young seamstress and a royal nursemaid
find themselves at the center of an epic power struggle in this stunning youngadult debut. On the eve of Princess Sophia’s wedding, the Scandinavian city of
Skyggehavn prepares to fete the occasion with a sumptuous display of riches:
brocade and satin and jewels, feasts of sugar fruit and sweet spiced wine. Yet
beneath the veneer of celebration, a shiver of darkness creeps through the
palace halls. A mysterious illness plagues the royal family, threatening the lives
of the throne’s heirs, and a courtier’s wolfish hunger for the king’s favors sets a
devious plot in motion. Here in the palace at Skyggehavn, things are seldom as
they seem — and when a single errant prick of a needle sets off a series of events
that will alter the course of history, the fates of seamstress Ava Bingen and mute
nursemaid Midi Sorte become irrevocably intertwined with that of mad Queen
Isabel. As they navigate a tangled web of palace intrigue, power-lust, and
deception, Ava and Midi must carve out their own survival any way they can.
A young woman's fiercely vulnerable memoir about seeking cure and speaking
truth in the midst of America's mental health crisis.
Feminist icon Phyllis Chesler's pioneering work, Women and Madness, remains
startlingly relevant today, nearly 50 years since its first publication in 1972. With
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over 2.5 million copies sold, this seminal book is unanimously regarded as the
definitive work on the subject of women's psychology. Now back in print this
completely revised and updated edition from 2005 adds to her original research
and findings perspectives on the issues of eating disorders, postpartum
depression, biological psychology, important feminist political findings, female
genital mutilation and more.
How did the Victorians view mental illness? After discovering the case-notes of
women in Victorian asylums, Diana Peschier reveals how mental illness was
recorded by both medical practitioners and in the popular literature of the era,
and why madness became so closely associated with femininity. Her research
reveals the plight of women incarcerated in 19th century asylums, how they
became patients, and the ways they were perceived by their family, medical
professionals, society and by themselves.
In the days before there were handbooks, self-help guides, or advice columns for
graduate students and junior faculty, there were academic novels teaching us
how a proper professor should speak, behave, dress, think, write, love, and
(more than occasionally) solve murders. If many of thesebooks are wildly funny,
others paint pictures of failure and pain, of lives wasted or destroyed. Like the
suburbs, Elaine Showalter notes, the campus can be the site of pastoral and
refuge. But even ivory towers can be structurally unsound, or at least built with
glass ceilings. Though we love toread about them, all is not well in the faculty
towers, and the situation has been worsening.In Faculty Towers, Showalter takes
a personal look at the ways novels about the academy have charted changes in
the university and society since 1950. With her readings of C. P. Snow's idealized
world of Cambridge dons or of the globe-trotting antics of David Lodge's Morris
Zapp, of the sleuthingKate Fansler in Amanda Cross's best-selling mystery series
or of the recent spate of bitter novels in which narratives of sexual harassment
seem to serve as fables of power, anger, and desire, Showalter holds a mirror up
to the world she has inhabited over the course of a distinguished and
oftencontroversial career.
This provocative and illuminating book charts the persistence of a cultural
phenomenon. Tales of alien abduction, chronic fatigue syndrome, Gulf War
syndrome, and the resurgence of repressed memories in psychotherapy are just
a few of the signs that we live in an age of hysterical epidemics. As Elaine
Showalter demonstrates, the triumphs of the therapeutic society have not been
able to prevent the appearance of hysterical disorders, imaginary illnesses, rumor
panics, and pseudomemories that mark the end of the millenium. Like the witchhunts of the 1690s and the hypnotic cures of the 1980s, the hysterical syndromes
of the 1990s reflect the fears and anxieties of a culture on the edge of change.
Showalter highlights the full range of contemporary syndromes and draws
connections to earlier times and settings, showing that hysterias mutate and are
renamed; under the right circumstances, everyone is susceptible. Today,
hysterical epidemics are not spread by viruses or vapors but by stories,
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narratives Showalter calls hystories that are created "in the interaction of troubled
patients and sympathetic therapists... circulated through self-help books, articles
in newspapers and magazines, TV talk shows, popular films, the Internet, even
literary criticism." Though popular stereotypes of hysteria are still stigmatizing,
largely because of their associations with women, many of the most recent
manifestations receive respectful and widespread coverage. In an age skeptical
of Freud and the power of unconscious desires and conflicts, personal troubles
are blamed on everything from devil-worshipping sadists to conspiring
governments. The result is the potential for paranoia and ignorance on a massive
scale. Skillfully surveying the condition of hysteria -- its causes, cures, famous
patients, and doctors -- in the twentieth century, Showalter also looks at
literature, drama, and feminist representations of the hysterical. Hysterias, she
shows, are always with us, a kind of collective coping mechanism for changing
times; all that differs are names and labels, and at times of crisis, individual
hysterias can become contagious. Insightful and sensitive, filled with fascinating
new perspectives on a culture saturated with syndromes of every sort, Hystories
is a gift of good sense from one of our best critics.
In the English-speaking world the Great War maintains a tenacious grip on the
public imagination, and also continues to draw historians to an event which has
been interpreted variously as a symbol of modernity, the midwife to the twentieth
century and an agent of social change. Although much 'common knowledge'
about the war and its aftermath has included myth, simplification and
generalisation, this has often been accepted uncritically by popular and academic
writers alike. While Britain may have suffered a surfeit of war books, many telling
much the same story, there is far less written about the impact of the Great War
in other combatant nations. Its history was long suppressed in both fascist Italy
and the communist Soviet Union: only recently have historians of Russia begun
to examine a conflict which killed, maimed and displaced so many millions. Even
in France and Germany the experience of 1914-18 has often been
overshadowed by the Second World War. The war's social history is now ripe for
reassessment and revision. The essays in this volume incorporate a European
perspective, engage with the historiography of the war, and consider how the
primary textural, oral and pictorial evidence has been used - or abused. Subjects
include the politics of shellshock, the impact of war on women, the plight of
refugees, food distribution in Berlin and portrait photography, all of which
illuminate key debates in war history.
This volume explores the sense and sensibility of madness in literature and the
arts. As madwomen and madmen venture into unchartered or prohibited terrain,
they disrupt normalcy. Yet, they may also unleash the liberatory and
transformative potential of unrestrained madness.
A comprehensive history of American women writers explores the contributions
of more than 250 female authors--both famous and little-known--to every field of
literary endeavor and reflects on their role in the evolution of our American
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literary heritage.
An inventive coming-of-age novel from acclaimed French novelist Joy Sorman,
Life Sciences boldly investigates the female condition, bodily autonomy, and the
failings of modern medicine as one young woman confronts a centuries-old,
matrilineal curse. Ninon Moise is cursed. So is her mother Esther, as was every
eldest female member of her family going back to the Middle Ages. Each
generation is marked by a uniquely obscure disease, illness, or ailment—one of
her ancestors was patient zero in the sixteenth-century dancing plague of
Strasbourg, while Esther has a degenerative eye disease. Ninon grows up
comforted and fascinated by the recitation of these bizarre, inexplicable medical
mysteries, forewarned that something will happen to her, yet entirely unprepared
for how it will alter her life. Her own entry into this litany of maladies appears one
morning in the form of an excruciating burning sensation on her skin, from her
wrists to her shoulders. Embarking on a dizzying and frustrating cycle of doctors,
specialists, procedures, needles, scans, and therapists, seventeen-year-old
Ninon becomes consumed by her need to receive a diagnosis and find a cure for
her ailment. She seeks to break the curse and reclaim her body by any means
necessary, through increasing isolation and failed treatment after failed
treatment, even as her life falls apart. A provocative and empathic questioning of
illness, remedy, transmission, and health, Life Sciences poignantly questions our
reliance upon science, despite its limitations, to provide all the answers.
A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice • A Good Morning America
Recommended Book • A BuzzFeed Most Anticipated Book of the Year • A Lit Hub
Most Anticipated Book of the Year • A Rumpus Most Anticipated Book of the Year • A
Bustle Most Anticipated Book of the Month "A pathbreaking feminist manifesto,
impossible to put down or dismiss. Gina Frangello tells the morally complex story of her
adulterous relationship with a lover and her shortcomings as a mother, and in doing so,
highlights the forces that shaped, silenced, and shamed her: everyday misogyny,
puritanical expectations regarding female sexuality and maternal sacrifice, and male
oppression." —Adrienne Brodeur, author of Wild Game Gina Frangello spent her early
adulthood trying to outrun a youth marked by poverty and violence. Now a long-married
wife and devoted mother, the better life she carefully built is emotionally upended by the
death of her closest friend. Soon, awakened to fault lines in her troubled marriage,
Frangello is caught up in a recklessly passionate affair, leading a double life while
continuing to project the image of the perfect family. When her secrets are finally
uncovered, both her home and her identity will implode, testing the limits of desire,
responsibility, love, and forgiveness. Blow Your House Down is a powerful testimony
about the ways our culture seeks to cage women in traditional narratives of selfsacrifice and erasure. Frangello uses her personal story to examine the place of women
in contemporary society: the violence they experience, the rage they suppress, the
ways their bodies often reveal what they cannot say aloud, and finally, what it means to
transgress "being good" in order to reclaim your own life.
Drawing examples from some of the classic works in the discipline, in this wide-ranging
text Miles Fairburn systematically examines the standard methodological problems that
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confront social historians today. Intended for advanced students and practising
historians, although of interest at an introductory level also, the book covers a range of
problems. They include the problem of absent social categories; of generalising from
fragmentary evidence; of deciding when things are different or similar; of establishing
important causes; of determining the reliability of socially constructed data; of
ascertaining appropriate concepts; and of evaluating and testing rival explanations.
Religion, Feminism, and Idoloclasm identifies religious and secular feminism’s
common critical moment as that of idol-breaking. It reads the women’s liberation
movement as founded upon a philosophically and emotionally risky attempt to liberate
women’s consciousness from a three-fold cognitive captivity to the self-idolizing god
called ‘Man’; the ‘God’ who is a projection of his power, and the idol of the feminine
called ‘Woman’ that the god-called-God created for ‘Man’. Examining a period of
feminist theory, theology, and culture from about 1965 to 2010, this book shows that
secular, as well as Christian, Jewish, and post-Christian feminists drew on ancient and
modern tropes of redemption from slavery to idols or false ideas as a means of
overcoming the alienation of women’s being from their own becoming. With an
understanding of feminist theology as a pivotal contribution to the feminist criticism of
culture, this original book also examines idoloclasm in feminist visual art, literature,
direct action, and theory, not least that of the sexual politics of romantic love, the diet
and beauty industry, sex robots, and other phenomena whose idolization of women
reduces them to figures of the feminine same, experienced as a de-realization or death
of the self. This book demonstrates that secular and religious feminist critical
engagements with the modern trauma of dehumanization were far more closely related
than is often supposed. As such, it will be vital reading for scholars in theology, religious
studies, gender studies, visual studies, and philosophy.
From the bestselling, multi-award-winning author of The Suspicions of Mr Whicher
comes a brand new true story of Victorian scandal
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