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Fighting Through To Kohima A Memoir Of War In India And Burma
Between December 1941 and May 1942, the British Empire suffered a series of humiliating defeats in the Far East. Three years later the
Japanese were defeated by British and Commonwealth forces at Kohima and Imphal and in the battles for Burma. This transformation in the
fortunes was in large part due to the development of jungle warfare doctrine and the resulting improvements in training, tactics and
equipment. This book examines British Army conventional forces that fought in the Far East, showing how the dissemination of doctrine
improved training, and helped 14th Army's infantry divisions secure victory.
Since the events of the Second World War the relationship between Japan and Britain has undergone an extraordinary transformation, from
bitter conflict to peaceful alliance. Japan and Britain at War and Peace is a multilayered examination of this bilateral relationship with an
emphasis on the issue of reconciliation. Reconciliation is explored in a broad sense and in a number of areas from economic cooperation and
conflict, common concerns in the international system, public and media perceptions of each country, and the efforts of individuals, nongovernmental organizations and governments to promote mutual understanding and find strategies to deal with dilemmas. With chapters from
an international team of contributors from the UK, Japan, and Australia, this book will appeal to students and scholars of Japanese and British
history and international politics.
Bill' Slim was one of the greatest British generals of World War II. In a career that stretched from 1914 until 1958, Bill Slim's greatest triumphs
came in India and Burma in the long war against the Japanese. Thrust into a desperate situation, he orchestrated the longest retreat in British
Army history in the withdrawal from Burma. He then turned on the Japanese in India, shattered their army, and pursued them to destruction.
Apart from his great military victories, Slim also left a legacy of training and morale building that endures in the British Army to this day. This
book examines both Bill Slim's military career and his place in military history by examining some of his greatest battles and the strategy and
tactics that set him apart from his contemporaries.
The second volume of Daniel Todman's account of Great Britain and World War II The second of Daniel Todman's two sweeping volumes on
Great Britain and World War II, Britain's War: A New World, 1942-1947, begins with the event Winston Churchill called the "worst disaster" in
British military history: the Fall of Singapore in February 1942 to the Japanese. As in the first volume of Todman's epic account of British
involvement in World War II ("Total history at its best," according to Jay Winter), he highlights the inter-connectedness of the British
experience in this moment and others, focusing on its inhabitants, its defenders, and its wartime leadership. Todman explores the plight of
families doomed to spend the war struggling with bombing, rationing, exhausting work and, above all, the absence of their loved ones and the
uncertainty of their return. It also documents the full impact of the entrance into the war by the United States, and its ascendant stewardship
of the war. Britain's War: A New World, 1942-1947 is a triumph of narrative and research. Todman explains complex issues of strategy and
economics clearly while never losing sight of the human consequences--at home and abroad--of the way that Britain fought its war. It is the
definitive account of a drama which reshaped Great Britain and the world.
In today s situation the security and safety of our countrymen is not only into the hands of Indian army and state police but also forces known
as Paramilitary Forces. The security of Indian borders and internal matters are being looked after by these brave men working in these
Paramilitary Forces including their history, origin, organization, duties and functions, role and future. It also examines the role of these forces
in counter-insurgency and also international peacekeeping under UN. Covering all paramilitary organizations of India, this volume provides
valuable information to students, researchers and laymen. An excellent book, which will serve as a sound and lively introduction for all, and
also will, makes an impressive and substantial contribution to study of Paramilitary Forces of India.
It is generally recognized that the war in Burma against the Japanese was as fierce as any. The Battle of Kohima was the turning point of this
extraordinary campaign and personal accounts of the fighting there are greatly sought after. The author was in the thick of the action and his
record is indeed a graphic and moving one. Thereafter he was sent down to Malaya, but when the War ended, he found himself in Indonesia
under the most bizarre circumstances. A bitter war of national independence from the Dutch colonial power was underway and it became
necessary to employ the defeated Japanese troops to keep a semblance of order. This little known turn of events makes for the most
fascinating reading and adds a new dimension to what would in any case be a first class memoir.
1944, Kohima — a small, sleepy town in northeast India. Subhash Chandra Bose and his Indian National Army (INA) along with the Japanese,
are on the brink of bringing the Empire to its knees and forcing the British out of India. But, inexplicably, the tables turn. The INA’s advance is
thwarted and the victory march to Delhi is halted. Seventy years later, the British admit that the Battle of Kohima was the greatest battle they
had ever fought. Even more so than the battles of Waterloo and Dunkirk. Was it then that old Indian curse — betrayal? Someone from within
Netaji’s own ranks? Were there forces other than the British, waiting in the shadows closer to home, who stood to gain even more from the
INA’s defeat? Or was it just love that irrevocably altered the course of India’s destiny? The Wrong Turn: Love and Betrayal in the Time of
Netaji, is a sweeping tale of passion set against the freedom struggle. Debraj, the rakish playboy and scion of a distinguished Calcutta family,
and Nishonko, the fiery revolutionary sworn to the cause of the INA, must not only fight their common enemy, but also for the love of Aditi, the
rebel with the healing touch. A haunting tale of love, friendship and betrayal of an entire nation, The Wrong Turn veers inexorably towards a
poignant redemption.
Despatches in this volume include that on operations in Burma and North-East India between November 1943 and June 1944, by General Sir
George J. Giffard; the despatch on operations in Assam and Burma between June 1944 June and November 1944, by General Sir George J.
Giffard, Commander-in-Chief; the despatch on Naval operations in the Ramree Island area (Burma) in January and February 1945 by ViceAdmiral Sir Arthur J. Power, Commander-in-Chief, East Indies Station; and the despatch on operations in Burma between November 1944
and August 1945 by Lieutenant-General Sir Oliver Leese.This unique collection of original documents will prove to be an invaluable resource
for historians, students and all those interested in what was one of the most significant periods in British military history.
The sheer size and influence of the British Indian Army, and its major role in the Allied War effort between 1939 and 1945 on behalf of a
country from which it was seeking independence, maintains its fascination as a subject for a wide variety of historians. This volume presents
a range of papers examining the Indian Army experience from the outbreak of world war in 1939 to the partition of India in 1947. With
contributions from many of those at the forefront of the study of the Indian Army and Commonwealth history, the book focuses upon a period
of Indian Army history not well covered by modern scholarship. As such it makes a substantial contribution across a range of subject areas,
presenting a compendium of chapters examining Indian Army participation in the Second World War from North Africa to Burma, plus a
variety of other topics including the evolution of wartime training, frontier operations, Churchill and the Indian Army, the Army's role in the
development of post-war British counterinsurgency practice, and of particular note, several chapters examining aspects of the partition in
1947. As such, the book offers a fascinating insight into one of the most important yet least understood military forces of the twentieth
century. It will be of interest not only to those seeking a fuller understanding of past campaigns, but also to those wishing to better understand
the development and ethos of the present day military forces of the Indian subcontinent.

This author is extraordinarily lucky to be alive! All those who read this splendid Second World War memoir will doubtless come to
the same view. After joining up in 1939 with the Queen's Royal Regiment the Author was posted to the North West Frontier of
India where he cut his teeth chasing Pathan tribesman bandit gangs for two years. This was exciting enough but only a taste of
what was to come. The Japanese advance into Burma threatened India and along with many thousands of British and Colonial
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troops Lowry found himself fighting in the Arakan region. Conditions were appalling and the fighting was extremely bitter by any
standards. His Battalion was cut off by the Japs for three weeks but refused to surrender yet even worse was to come as the
Battalion was thrown into the thick of the action at Kohima which is rated as the most desperate defensive action for the campaign.
In one week 173 members of this Battalion were lost. Lowry himself was seriously wounded when a Japanese officer dropped out
of a tree onto him. All this is vividly described in this fascinating and inspiring book.
Winner of the British Army Military Book of the Year 2011 The story of one of the most brutal battles in modern history - fought at a
major turning point of the Second World War. Kohima. In this remote Indian village near the border with Burma, a tiny force of
British and Indian troops faced the might of the Imperial Japanese Army. Outnumbered ten to one, the defenders fought the
Japanese hand to hand in a battle that was amongst the most savage in modern warfare. A garrison of no more than 1,500
fighting men, desperately short of water and with the wounded compelled to lie in the open, faced a force of 15,000 Japanese.
They held the pass and prevented a Japanese victory that would have proved disastrous for the British. Another six weeks of bitter
fighting followed as British and Indian reinforcements strove to drive the enemy out of India. When the battle was over, a Japanese
army that had invaded India on a mission of imperial conquest had suffered the worst defeat in its history. Thousands of men lay
dead on a devastated landscape, while tens of thousands more Japanese starved in a catastrophic retreat eastwards. They called
the journey back to Burma the 'Road of Bones', as friends and comrades committed suicide or dropped dead from hunger along
the jungle paths. Fergal Keane has reported for the BBC from conflicts on every continent over the past 25 years, and he brings to
this work of history not only rigorous scholarship but a raw understanding of the pitiless nature of war. It is a story filled with vivid
characters: the millionaire's son who refused a commission and was awarded a VC for his sacrifice in battle, the Roedean
debutante who led a guerrilla band in the jungle, and the General who defied the orders of a hated superior in order to save the
lives of his men. Based on original research in Japan, Britain and India, 'Road of Bones' is a story about extraordinary courage and
the folly of imperial dreams.
'What was it really like to serve in the British Army during the Second World War?Discover a soldier's view of life in the British
Army from recruitment and training to the brutal realities of combat. Using first-hand sources, James Goulty reconstructs the
experiences of the men and women who made up the 'citizen's army'. Find out about the weapons and equipment they used; the
uniforms they wore; how they adjusted to army discipline and faced the challenges of active service overseas.What happened
when things went wrong? What were your chances of survival if you were injured in combat or taken prisoner? While they didn't go
into combat, thousands of women also served in the British Army with the ATS or as nurses. What were their wartime lives like?
And, when the war had finally ended, how did newly demobilised soldiers and servicewomen cope with returning home?The British
Army that emerged victorious in 1945 was vastly different from the poorly funded force of 865,000 men who heard Neville
Chamberlain declare war in 1939. With an influx of civilian volunteers and conscripts, the army became a citizens force and its
character and size were transformed. By D-Day Britain had a well-equipped, disciplined army of over three million men and
women and during the war they served in a diverse range of places across the world. This book uncovers some of their stories and
gives a fascinating insight into the realities of army life in wartime.
"Wilt writes... well and offers many sound perceptions." -- Choice "... a stimulating book... a timely warning against overindulgence
in hindsight in evaluating the great issues of the war... " -- Parameters "... a significant new study... a clearly written, excellent
book... " -- Airpower Journal "... an impressive work of scholarship... " -- British Politics Group Newsletter "Wilt's comparative
approach permits us fresh perspectives on both sides of the war. Moreover, Wilt has chosen to compare two of the major rival
belligerents at the most stimulating and interesting level at which such comparison might be made, the level of the summit of
decision making -- with the magnetic figures of Hitler and Churchill playing major roles in his narrative and analysis." -- Russell F.
Weigley "This is a masterful treatment of a complex subject and a must read book for anyone writing about the Second World
War." -- The Historian
The battle of Kohima, often referred to as the ‘Stalingrad of the East’, was the turning point of the Japanese offensive into India in
1944 during what the West calls the Second World War. A recent survey by the National Army Museum voted it Britain’s greatest
battle. The road to Kohima is a unique collaboration between a senior Naga journalist and an eminent British historian, who
between them have developed the thread of the Naga involvement in the Second World War. For these Nagas, living high up in
the hills, war came to them. The battle, though devastating, lasted only a few months but in that time the Nagas played a key part.
The battle was fought in three stages from 4 April to 22 June 1944 around the town of Kohima, the capital of Nagaland in northeast
India. From 3 to 16 April, the Japanese attempted to capture Kohima ridge. By mid-April, the small British and Indian force at
Kohima was relieved. From 18 April to 13 May British and Indian reinforcements counter-attacked to drive the Japanese from the
positions they had captured. The Japanese abandoned the ridge at this point but continued to block the Kohima–Imphal road.
From 16 May to 22 June, the British and Indian troops pursued the retreating Japanese and reopened the road. The battle ended
on 22 June when British and Indian troops from Kohima and Imphal met at Milestone 109, ending the Siege of Imphal. Through
personal stories the first part of the book illustrates the ordinary civilian experience of those caught up in the fighting and tells both
how their lives were affected by it and how village life was pieced together after the battle was over. Context to these poignant
tales is provided in the second part of the book, which details the military events in Kohima and the Naga participation as soldiers.
Together the two halves of the book form a marvellous historical document for all who are interested in the Second World War and
military history generally.
This book tells the story of a small, yet significant, battle that was a precursor to the better known battles for Imphal and Kohima.
The story of Britain's fighting men from Bosworth Field to Afghanistan. Here is the blow by blow account of major battles from
Trafalgar, Badajoz, Quebec and Waterloo and on to two world wars, Korea, the Falklands and Afghanistan
Cat Wilson brings together two strands of historical scholarship: Churchill's work as a historian and the history of WWII in the Far
East. Examining Churchill's portrayal of the British Empire's war against Japan, as set down in his memoirs, it ascertains whether
he mythologised wartime Anglo-American relations to present a 'special relationship'.
In this book are tales that Richard wrote about his schooldays and his time in India and at the battle of Kohima. The following are
his own words:I was born in Salford on 16th August 1921. Attended St. Paul's C of E school Kersal; lr. Kersal Council School, and
Grecian St. Central School. After leaving school in 1935 I worked as a Pawn Broker's Clerk until the outbreak of war in 1939.
Having joined the Territoral Army in February 1939 I was called up for full time service on the 1st of September.Being under age
for service overseas (which at the time was 18 and three months) I was posted with others to our reserve Battalion and sent on
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guard duties to the Royal Ordnance Factory at Chorley.After the fall of France in June 1940 everyone was on invasion alert, and
we were sent to Lowestoft on the East coast where we were frantically employed in digging trenches, manning pill boxes and
keeping our eyes skinned for invasion barges.In April 1942 after re-joining my old Battalion we embarked with the 2nd British
Division in the largest military convoy ever to be organised. Orders were to sail west out into the Atlantic, turn south and east for
the Cape, then to continue up the eastern shores of Africa to Suez. The plan was for the Division to join the 8th Army for its next
campaign in the desert; but some time in May, new orders reached the convoy commander, and, the 16,000 troops found
themselves disembarking at Bombay.We spent two years in India on Combined Operations with the Navy; and jungle training in
Southern India, before being flown up to Assam to oppose the Japanese in their attempt to invade India.After fighting from Kohima
to Mandalay we were flown back to India to train in street fighting in preparation for the invasion of Japan.
Having driven the British and Indian Forces out of Burma in 1942, General Mutaguchi, Commanding the 15th Japanese Army, was obsessed
by the conquest of India. In 1944 the British 14th Army, under its commander General Slim, drew back to the Imphal Plain, before Mutaguchis
impending offensive. To the north, however, the entire Japanese 31 Division had crossed the Chindwin and, on April 5, arrived at the hillstation and road junction of Kohima, cutting off Imphal except by air, from the supply point at Dimpapur.Kohima was initially manned by only
266 men of the Assam Regiment and a few hundred convalescents and administrative troops. They were joined, on April 5, by 440 men of
the Fourth Battalion of the Royal West Kent Regiment, straight from the Battle of Arakan.In pouring rain, under continual bombardment, this
tiny garrison held the assaults of thirteen thousand Japanese troops in hand-to-hand combat for sixteen days, an action described by
Mountbatten as probably one of the greatest battles in history ... in effect the Battle of Burma, naked, unparalleled heroism, the British/Indian
Thermopylae.
Fighting Through to KohimaA Memoir of War in India and BurmaCasemate Publishers
In the Spring of 1944, on the eastern frontier of India, the hitherto victorious Imperial Japanese Army suffered the worst defeat in its history at
the hands of the "British" Fourteenth Army, most of whose units were, in fact, drawn from the Indian Army.
The Second World War is vanishing into the pages of history. The veterans were once all around us, but their numbers are fast diminishing.
While still in their prime many recorded their memories with Peter Hart for the Imperial War Museum. As these old soldiers now fade away
their voices from the front are still strong with a rare power to bring the horrors of war back to vivid life. The 2nd Norfolk Regiment were a
proud old regular battalion honed in the pre-war traditions of spit and polish at their Britannia Barracks in Norwich. Sent to France they sold
their lives to gain time for the retreat to Dunkirk when surrounded by an SS Division at Le Paradis in May 1940. Over 100 of the survivors
would be brutally massacred. Back in England they reformed from ordinary drafts of men called up from all over the country. A new battalion
was born. Sent to India they met the Japanese head on in the bloody fight for Kohima against the Imperial Japanese Army. As the fighting
raged in the jungle the Norfolks were once again right at the very sharp end of modern war. This is their story.
On 7 March 1944 Tokyo announced that the Japanese invasion of British India had begun. By mid-month, the Japanese 31st Division had
crossed the Chindwin River in northern Burma, advancing on a wide front towards Imphal and Kohima. In bitter jungle fighting from early
April, the British Fourteenth Army under Field Marshal Slim held the Japanese assault on Kohima Ridge. By late June the Japanese were in
headlong retreat. Kohima ranks for strategic importance with Alamein, Midway and Stalingrad. The increasing dominance of Allied airpower in
the region in the aftermath of the battle was a major factor in turning the tide of the war in East Asia against the Japanese. Drawing on
documents and diaries from Japanese as well as Allied sources, Arthur Swinson, who served at Kohima, not only presents a thrilling and
fascinating tale of heroism and combat action, but also analyses the political background to and long-term impact of a clash described by
Mountbatten as 'one of the greatest battles in history'.
Kohima, 2007. A young man has been gunned down in cold blood—the latest casualty in the conflict that has scarred the landscape and
brutalized the people of Nagaland. Easterine Kire’s novel traces the story of one man’s life, from 1937 to the present day. The small
incidents of Mose’s childhood, his family, the routines and rituals of traditional village life paint an evocative picture of a peaceful way of life,
now long-vanished. The coming of a radio into Mose’s family’s house marks the beginning of the changes that would connect them to the
wider world. They learn of partition, independence, a land called America. Mose and his friends become involved in the Naga struggle for
Independence, and are caught in a maelstrom of violence that ends up ripping communities apart. The herb, bitter wormwood, was
traditionally believed to keep bad spirits away. For the Nagas, facing violent struggle all around, it becomes a powerful talisman: “We sure
could do with some of that old magic now.” Bitter Wormwood gives a poignant insight into the human cost behind the political headlines from
one of India’s most beautiful and misunderstood regions. “Once opened [the book is] tough to close, so congenial are the leading characters
and so riveting the events in their lives.” —Cairns Media Magazine Published by Zubaan.
'A first-rate popular history of a fascinating and neglected battle... James Holland is a master of spinning narrative military history from
accounts of men and women who were there and BURMA ’44 is a veritable page-turner' - BBC History In February 1944, a rag-tag collection
of clerks, drivers, doctors, muleteers, and other base troops, stiffened by a few dogged Yorkshiremen and a handful of tank crews managed
to hold out against some of the finest infantry in the Japanese Army, and then defeat them in what was one of the most astonishing battles of
the Second World War. What became know as The Defence of the Admin Box, fought amongst the paddy fields and jungle of Northern
Arakan over a fifteen-day period, turned the battle for Burma. Not only was it the first decisive victory for British troops against the Japanese,
more significantly, it demonstrated how the Japanese could be defeated. The lessons learned in this tiny and otherwise insignificant corner of
the Far East, set up the campaign in Burma that would follow, as General Slim’s Fourteenth Army finally turned defeat into victory. Burma '44
is a tale of incredible drama. As gripping as the story of Rorke's drift, as momentous as the battle for the Ardennes, the Admin Box was a
triumph of human grit and heroism and remains one of the most significant yet undervalued conflicts of World War Two.
This book focuses on the British Commonwealth armies in SE Asia and the SW Pacific during the Second World War, which, following the
disastrous Malayan and Burma campaigns, had to hurriedly re-train, re-equip and re-organise their demoralised troops to fight a conventional
jungle war against the Imperial Japanese Army (IJA). British, Indian and Australian troops faced formidable problems conducting operations
across inaccessible, rugged and jungle-covered mountains on the borders of Burma, in New Guinea and on the islands of the SW Pacific. Yet
within a remarkably short time they adapted to the exigencies of conventional jungle warfare and later inflicted shattering defeats on the
Japanese. This study will trace how the military effectiveness of the Australian Army and the last great imperial British Army in SE Asia was
so dramatically transformed, with particular attention to the two key factors of tactical doctrine and specialised training in jungle warfare. It will
closely examine how lessons were learnt and passed on between the British, Indian and Australian armies. The book will also briefly cover
the various changes in military organisation, medical support and equipment introduced by the military authorities in SE Asia and Australia, as
well as covering the techniques evolved to deliver effective air support to ground troops. To demonstrate the importance of these changes,
the battlefield performance of imperial troops in such contrasting operations as the First Arakan Campaign, fighting along the Kokoda Trail
and the defeat of the IJA at Imphal and Kohima will be described in detail.
Joe Stilwell, known as “Vinegar Joe” for his caustic personality, was stationed in Burma during World War II and famously differed in strategy
from other commanders in his division. In retrospect analyses, it’s said that if he had gotten his way, the United States might have defeated
the Communists in 1945 and changed the course of history. This meticulously-reached biography of Vinegar Joe presents an intimate
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account of his career, working as Chinese military leader Chiang Kai-shek’s chief of staff, the commander of the Chinese divisions in Burma,
and the deputy supreme commander of the South East Asia Command. It explores Stilwell’s determination to drive a road through the jungle
in order to reopen the old Burma Road, and his passion to ensure that the colossal American contribution to the Burma Campaign was not
misappropriated by Chiang, his boss. In recounting Vinegar Joe’s unusual escapades, historian David Rooney provides an intimate
understanding of why Stilwell came to distrust and despise Chiang, and why he was fiercely critical of his fellow commanders. Simultaneously
sympathetic and critical, the biography is one of a controversial American patriot. And in addition to Rooney’s compelling and enlightening
text, Stilwell the Patriot features fifteen black-and-white photographs and six maps. The images includes photographs of Stilwell and Chiang,
American tanks in Burma, and maps of where nearby battles took place. After a limited print-run more than ten years ago, Stilwell the Patriot
is being put back in print shortly after the seventieth anniversary of the Burma Campaign. Skyhorse Publishing, along with our Arcade, Good
Books, Sports Publishing, and Yucca imprints, is proud to publish a broad range of biographies, autobiographies, and memoirs. Our list
includes biographies on well-known historical figures like Benjamin Franklin, Nelson Mandela, and Alexander Graham Bell, as well as villains
from history, such as Heinrich Himmler, John Wayne Gacy, and O. J. Simpson. We have also published survivor stories of World War II,
memoirs about overcoming adversity, first-hand tales of adventure, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York
Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose work
might not otherwise find a home.

This history reveals the failures and fortunes of leadership during the WWII campaign into Japanese-occupied Burma: “a
thoroughly satisfying experience” (Kirkus). Acclaimed historian Frank McLynn tells the story of four larger-than-life Allied
commanders whose lives collided in the Burma campaign, one of the most punishing and protracted military adventures
of World War II. This vivid account ranges from Britain’s defeat in 1942 through the crucial battles of Imphal and
Kohima—known as "the Stalingrad of the East"—and on to ultimate victory in 1945. Frank McLynn narrative focuses on the
interactions and antagonisms of its principal players: William Slim, the brilliant general; Orde Wingate, the idiosyncratic
commander of a British force of irregulars; Louis Mountbatten, one of Churchill's favorites, overpromoted to the position
of Supreme Commander, S.E. Asia; and Joseph "Vinegar Joe" Stilwell, a hard-line—and openly anlgophobic—U.S.
general. With lively portraits of each of these men, McLynn shows how the plans and strategies of generals and
politicians were translated into a hideous reality for soldiers on the ground.
The Lost Voices of our 'Forgotten Army' in the war with Japan 1941-45. Nearly a million strong by 1944, the British 14th
Army fought and ultimately conquered the Japanese forces that invaded Burma and strove to break through into India.
But the victory was hard won, with great suffering along the way. With priority given to defeating Germany, these troops
were last in line for additional men and equipment, and they joked about being "The Forgotten Army." Here is the story of
these remarkable soldiers, whose monument at Kohima reads: 'When You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say, For
Their Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today.'
This impressive collection of 100 of the most decisive and important sieges spans human history and covers conflicts in
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas. This engaging reference work provides readers with detailed coverage on the
sieges that have had the biggest impact on world history. In addition to providing basic factual information, this
encyclopedia delves into the historical context and significance of each siege. Readers will be able to identify
relationships between entries and observe both the gradual evolution of siege warfare over time, and compare and
contrast siege characteristics within and among different historical time periods. The encyclopedia's expansive scope will
broaden readers' understanding of military history. The book begins with a preface and an introductory essay that offers
a detailed overview of siege warfare throughout history. This is followed by 100 chronological entries on the most
significant sieges, beginning with the Siege of Troy (1194–1184 BCE) and ending with the Siege of Mosul (October 17,
2016-July 9, 2017). Each siege entry has a Further Reading section that directs readers to additional information about
the siege. Numerous illustrations and maps accompany the text. Provides an invaluable overview of siege warfare
throughout human history Offers a chronological format that allows readers to quickly locate individual sieges and place
them within the larger context of history Explains how the introduction of new tactics and new weaponry impacted siege
warfare throughout history Offers a curated selection of images and maps that provide additional context to the entries
and make the book more visually appealing Includes a dozen sidebars that showcase fascinating stories related to
sieges
The Fourteenth Army was one of the most successful British and Commonwealth forces of the Second World War. It was
not only the largest of the Commonwealth armies but was also the largest single army in the world with around half a
million men under its command. Operating in the most inhospitable terrain, it drove the previously undefeated Japanese
Army from the Indian border and out of Burma in an unrelenting offensive.The Fourteenth Army, often referred to as the
Forgotten Army, was made up from units that came from all corners of the Commonwealth and was composed of thirteen
divisions from East and West Africa as well as Britain and India. After the defeat of the Japanese these divisions
compiled a summary of its actions and it is these unique documents that form the basis of this new book.Presented here
together then for the first time is the story of war against the Japanese as told by each of the divisions that fought in that
bitter conflict the original and authentic accounts untouched by the pens of historians.These accounts can never be
supplanted and will be an invaluable source of information for generations to come. It will also help the many millions of
relatives of those men that fought with the Fourteenth Army understand the complex campaign of 1943-1945.The
Fighting Divisions of the Fourteenth Army is completed with citations for those actions which saw the award of the
Victoria Cross and detailed Orders of Battle throughout the Fourteenth Army's existence to make this the most detailed
study of its kind.
More than three-and-a-half million men served in the British Army during the Second World War, the vast majority of
them civilians who had never expected to become soldiers and had little idea what military life, with all its strange rituals,
discomforts, and dangers, was going to be like. Alan Allport's rich and luminous social history examines the experience of
the greatest and most terrible war in history from the perspective of these ordinary, extraordinary men, who were plucked
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from their peacetime families and workplaces and sent to fight for King and Country. Allport chronicles the huge diversity
of their wartime trajectories, tracing how soldiers responded to and were shaped by their years with the British Army, and
how that army, however reluctantly, had to accommodate itself to them. Touching on issues of class, sex, crime, trauma,
and national identity, through a colorful multitude of fresh individual perspectives, the book provides an enlightening,
deeply moving perspective on how a generation of very modern-minded young men responded to the challenges of a
brutal and disorienting conflict.
Osprey's Campaign title for the Battle of Kohima during World War II (1939-1945), which saved India from Japanese
attacks. In March 1944 the Japanese Army launched Operation U-Go, an attack on Assam in India intended to inspire a
rising by the Indian populace against British rule. The Japanese plan would rely on mobility, infiltration and captured
supplies to maintain the momentum of the attack. A month earlier the Japanese had launched Operation Ha-Go, which
was intended as a feint to draw British attention away from the Imphal area where the brunt of the U-Go attacks would
take place. But British forces employed new defensive techniques to counter the Japanese infiltration tactics; forming
defensive boxes, supplied by air, they held out against determined Japanese assaults until the Japanese were forced to
withdraw, short of supplies. These tactics were again employed on a larger scale when Imphal and Kohima were
surrounded during Operation U-Go. Kohima (the 'Stalingrad of the East') was the crucial key point to the successful
defence of Imphal, and took place in two stages. From 3 to 16 April the Japanese attempted to capture Kohima Ridge,
which dominated the road along which the British and Indian troops centred on the Imphal plain were supplied. As the
small garrison held out against fierce and repeatedly desperate attempts by the Japanese 31st Division to destroy them,
so the British 2nd Division fought to break through and relieve them. Then for over two months from 18 April, British and
Indian troops counter-attacked in an effort to drive the Japanese from the positions they had already captured that
blocked the road to Imphal. The battle ended on June 22 when British and Indian troops from Kohima and Imphal met at
Milestone 109, thus ending the siege.
Robert Lymans deep knowledge and understanding of the war in Burma, and the great battles at Kohima and Imphal in
1944, are well known. In this book he uses original documents, published works and personal accounts to weave
together an enthralling account of some of the bitterest fighting of WWII. Not only does he use British sources for his
research but he has also included material from the Naga tribes of north-east India, on whose land these battles were
fought, and from Japanese accounts, including interviews with Japanese veterans of the fighting. Thus he has been able
to produce what is arguably the most balanced history of the battles that were pivotal in ending the Japanese empire.
Fergal Keane, journalist and author of Road to Bones: The Siege of Kohima 1944 wrote to the author saying ‘What a
triumph! I finished it last night. You have done a wonderful job. I only wish Id read it before writing my own book! He goes
on to say ‘Robert Lyman is one of the great writers about men and war and in this book he has succeeded in conveying
the courage, genius and folly of an epic struggle. I cannot think of a writer engaged in the subject of the Second World
War who can match Lyman for his integrity or the soundness of his judgments.
Jonathan Fennell captures for the first time the true wartime experience of the ordinary soldiers from across the empire
who made up the British and Commonwealth armies. He analyses why the great battles were won and lost and how the
men that fought went on to change the world.
In March 1944, the Japanese Fifteenth Army launched an offensive into India from Burma. Named 'U Go', its main
objective was the capture of the town of Imphal, which provided the easiest route between India and Burma. Whoever
controlled it, controlled access between the two countries. Facing off against the Japanese was the British Fourteenth
Army and its Imphal-based 4 Corps. For the next four months, over 200,000 men clashed in the hills and valley of
Manipur in what has since been described as one of the greatest battles of World War II. Although numbers vary, it is
estimated that some 30,000 Japanese soldiers died and 23,000 were injured at Imphal–Kohima in 1944 due to fighting,
disease and in the retreat back to Burma. It remains the largest defeat on land ever for the Japanese Army. With fully
commissioned artwork and maps, this is the complete story of the turning point in the Burma campaign in World War II.
'This is a superb book.' - James Holland In 1941 and 1942 the British and Indian Armies were brutally defeated and Japan reigned supreme
in its newly conquered territories throughout Asia. But change was coming. New commanders were appointed, significant training together
with restructuring took place, and new tactics were developed. A War of Empires by acclaimed historian Robert Lyman expertly retells these
coordinated efforts and describes how a new volunteer Indian Army, rising from the ashes of defeat, would ferociously fight to turn the tide of
war. But victory did not come immediately. It wasn't until March 1944, when the Japanese staged their famed 'March on Delhi', that the years
of rebuilding reaped their reward and after bitter fighting, the Japanese were finally defeated at Kohima and Imphal. This was followed by a
series of extraordinary victories culminating in Mandalay in May 1945 and the collapse of all Japanese forces in Burma. The Indian Army's
contribution has been consistently forgotten and ignored by many Western historians, Robert Lyman proves how vital this hard-fought
campaign was in securing Allied victory in the east, defeating Japanese militarism and ultimately redrawing the map of the region with an
independent India, free from the shackles of empire, all but guaranteed.
April 1944: The Imperial Japanese Army lays siege to a tiny British garrison in the remote town of Kohima, Nagaland, to march further into
India, which results in one of the turning points of the Second World War. Among the small group of British troops defending the garrison are
four unlikely soldiers: Captain Timothy Hastings, who, before joining the army, was a tea-estate manager; Raan, a cook turned soldier; Chetri,
a courageous Nepalese Gorkha; and Mongseng, a native headhunting warrior, who unwittingly becomes a part of the British imperial forces.
Fighting for their lives amidst the battle, the four of them are left questioning the human cost of war. In Second World War Sandwich, Digonta
Bordoloi crafts a thrilling novel that burns with intensity and unpacks the lesser-known Naga story of one of the most brutal wars in modern
history.
From the end of 1941 to 1945 a pivotal but often overlooked conflict was being fought in the South-East Asian Theatre of World War 2 - the
Burma Campaign. In 1941 the Allies fought in a disastrous retreat across Burma against the Japanese - an enemy more prepared, better
organised and more powerful than anyone had imagined. Yet in 1944, following key battles at Kohima and Imphal, and daring operations
behind enemy lines by the Chindits, the Commonwealth army were back, retaking lost ground one bloody battle at a time. Fighting in dense
jungle and open paddy field, this brutal campaign was the longest fought by the British Commonwealth in the Second World War. But the
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troops taking part were a forgotten army, and the story of their remarkable feats and their courage remains largely untold to this day. The
Fourteenth Army in Burma became one of the largest and most diverse armies of the Second World War. British, West African, Ghurkha and
Indian regiments fought alongside one another and became comrades. In Forgotten Voices of Burma - a remarkable new oral history taken
from Imperial War Museum's Sound Archive - soldiers from both sides tell their stories of this epic conflict.
The British Empire at its height stretched around the globe. From Asia to the Americas, scores of countries were conquered or assimilated
into the greatest commonwealth of nations in history. Many of these countries were won, and held, at the point of the bayonet, and British
soldiers and sailors fought long and hard campaigns in deserts, mountains and jungles to maintain and expand the Empire. Fighting, though,
means bloodshed; it also means bravery. Victoria Crosses were awarded in operations against Persia, Abyssinia and China, in New Zealand,
Burma and Sudan, in the Perak War, the Andaman Islands Expedition and the Mashona Rebellion to name but a few of the forty-four different
campaigns of the colonial era.The Victoria Cross Wars explains Britains involvement in these little-known and forgotten campaigns and
details the battles and engagements that resulted in the granting of the most highly regarded award for valor in the face of the enemy. The
greater conflicts of the twentieth century receive due treatment as do more recent operations in the troubled parts of the world.A total of 1,358
VCs have been awarded since the cross of valor was first instituted in 1855, the latest of which was announced in February 2015. The stories
behind the awarding of these medals have been repeated in countless anthologies but The Victoria Cross Wars explains not just what the
men did, but why they were there and what they were fighting for.
By the end of 1943 the Japanese had occupied most of South-East Asia. On 6 March 1944, the first units of the Japanese 15 Army crossed
the inhospitable border of what was then Burma, and invaded India. At the township of Kohima they were met by a small, hastily assembled
force of Indian and British troops, later reinforced by 2 Division of Slim's 14 Army, who fought valiantly and forced the Japanese to retreat.
Described by Mountbatten as 'the British/Indian Thermopylae', Kohima was a turning point in Japanese fortunes, heralding their continued
defeat in battle until their formal surrender on 2 September 1945. Using extensive research in primary sources and many previously
unpublished first-hand accounts, Leslie Edwards presents a definitive analysis of this pivotal battle.
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