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'If we can sell Newcastle Brown to Japan, and if
Wimbledon can make it to the First Division, there is
surely no achievement beyond our reach.' Margaret
Thatcher The Crazy Gang is the story of a football
miracle. Promoted to the Football League in 1977,
Wimbledon FC was a small team from south London
that against the odds went all the way to the top of
the First Division, then to win the FA Cup, in only just
over a decade. With no money, scant resources and
a blend of youth players and offcuts from other
clubs, they were christened 'Rag-Arse Rovers'. They
played hard on the pitch and partied hard off it. Dave
'Harry' Bassett was the manager who drilled a fierce
fighting spirit into his players, an unbreakable team
ethos, but he was also an underrated master
tactician and pioneer of innovative training methods.
Wally Downes was the midfield fulcrum of the Dons,
but also the ringleader for the various acts of
debauchery and general silliness that earned the
club their reputation. In The Crazy Gang, Harry and
Wally are joined by a host of former Wimbledon
players and staff, both famous names like Vinnie
Jones, Lawrie Sanchez and Dave Beasant, but also
unsung heroes in the club's history, to tell it as it
really was. This is real football, the way fans
remember it, and a world away from multimillionaire
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Premier League primadonnas.
Rivals is both the ultimate directory of football
derbies and a collection of the stats that 'really
matter' for the English League Clubs. Forget the dry
and oft-quoted football facts, 'Rivals' arms the reader
with a completely new set of fan-based stats. Find
out which club has the highest 'nutter rating' (arrests
per 1,000 attendance), or the worst 'Your ground's
too big for you' ranking! Which club offers their
supporters the worst 'Fans' value-for-money'
(admission price as a ratio of 5 year league position!)
There are many intriguing, often funny, stories
behind the web of little publicised, though frequently
intense, rivalries between clubs and fans. With many
contributions from supporters, the book examines
the extraordinary cult of British Football Derbies,
looking at the inter-town and regional biases,
stereotypes, and opinions that fans have about their
footballing rivals. At 240pp, Rivals is a light-hearted
collection of statistics, fans' testimony and boundless
trivia. The book uncovers the amusing, bizarre, and
sometimes alarming portraits of the intensity of fans'
feelings, and the way in which they perceive other
teams, towns and cities. It has a clear format pulling
together diverse facts. Attractively designed with
information given under headings allowing the
reader to compare various facts on a club-to-club
basis, the text can be read from cover to cover or
dipped into.
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. He also describes his enduring friendship with the
`kid from across Dublin?s Tolka Park?, Eamon
Dunphy, and his career on RTÉ2?s football panel,
where Giles? intelligent and insightful analysis have
made him an even more well-loved and respected
national figure.
Grant Farred is a lifelong soccer fan. He has been
rooting for one team -- Liverpool (England) Football
Club -- since he was a child. Long Distance Love
explains how "football" opened up the world to a
young boy growing up disenfranchised in apartheid
South Africa. For Farred, being a soccer fan enabled
him to establish connections with events and people
throughout history and from around the globe: from
the Spanish Civil War to the atrocities of the
Argentine dictatorship of the 1970s and '80s, and
from the experience of racism under apartheid to the
experience of watching his beloved Liverpool team
play on English soil. Farred shows that issues like
race, politics, and war are critical to understanding a
sport, especially soccer. And he writes beautifully,
with candor and lyricism. Long Distance Love does
for soccer what C.L.R. James's Beyond a Boundary
did for cricket: it provides poetry and politics in equal
measure, along with insights on every page.
The quickest entry-point into most local cultures
anywhere on earth is to be found in talking football.
Historically, football is one of the great cultural
institutions, and, like education and the mass media,
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has played a key role in shaping and cementing
senses of national identity throughout the world.
However, the nature of intra-nation hostility, which
may be based in football or which may use the game
as an arena for antagonisms, has yet to be
analyzed. Football today is more global than ever
before. Teams, clubs and regions increasingly
establish cultural identities through rivalries and
opposition. Such rivalries invariably have deep
historical antecedents enforced by prejudice, myth or
religious conflicts, economic inequalities, or, perhaps
most profound, class and ethnic divisions. Issues of
disorder and violence are routine by-products of the
game the world over, and aggression, or the threat
of it, characterizes many matches both minor and
major. In short, football at all levels can become a
site for symbolizing and expressing a variety of
tensions. This timely volume fills a gap in the current
literature on sport as the most extensive and incisive
collection yet published on issues relating to football
around the world. It uncovers and investigates the
conflicts apparent in football rivalry by gathering
together a series of in-depth case studies that span
the football world.
Hockey Night in Canada has been a national
institution since it premiered on CBC radio in 1931.
Foster Hewitt's familiar Hello, Canada! ushered
hockey fan into the era of television in 1952. This
book captures the great rivalries, the stars, and
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classic commentary moments from the days of radio.
The dramatic and controversial history of the world's
leading tournament. Brian Glanville's classic account
is a celebration of the great players and matches
from Uruguay in 1930 to South Africa in 2010 - and a
bold attack on all those who have mismanaged the
'beautiful game'.
'The real history of soccer violence.' LOADED 'A
comprehensive look at some of Britain's most
notorious hooligan factions.' LADS MAG From the
authors of the acclaimed "HOOLIGANS: The A-L"
comes the final part of the only comprehensive guide
ever written to the darker side of modern football
history. Here are the stories of every soccer hooligan
gang, from the Cool Cats of Manchester City to the
Subway Army of Wolverhampton Wanderers and the
Nomad Society of York City. Authors Andy Nicholls
and Nick Lowles interviewed scores of current and
former hooligans to compile a definitive encyclopedia
of the firms. Each club has an entry listing the names
of its gangs, how they formed, their worst fights, their
bitterest rivals and police operations against them.
Read the histories of the Naughty Forty, the Drunk
and Disorderly Firm, the Affray Team, the 6.57 Crew,
the Fine Young Casuals, the Inside Crew, the Goon
Squad and many more. "HOOLIGANS 2" is the
ultimate guide to a fascinating but much
misunderstood subject.
Is Scotland a sectarian society?Scotland is divided not
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by religion as much as by arguments about the enduring
importance of religious divisions. The 'curse' of
Sectarianism is debated in the Parliament, the General
Assembly and in the media. What we have not had until
now is a serious assessment of the evidence.This book
tests the rhetoric with historical and social scientific data,
describing and explaining the changing pattern of
relations between Catholics and Protestants over the
20th century. It concludes that Catholic integration in
Scotland has been far more successful than most
commentators would have us believe. While there were
once deep social, political, economic and cultural
divisions, these have now all but disappeared. In
Scotland's increasingly secular society, religious identity
has steeply declined in social significance.The book is
informed by both a considerable body of evidence from
new historical research and major social surveys, and by
the authors' understanding of what the mixing of religion
and politics looks like elsewhere - in America, Australia
and New Zealand, as well as in Ulster. Presenting a
reasoned argument and up-to-date information, the book
aims to contribute to a better-informed view of
sectarianism in Scotland. Key Features:*Steve Bruce the main author - is a well-known figure in this
field.*Written in clear, accessible, arresting prose.*The
first book to challenge the view that Scotland is a society
deeply divided by religion.*A controversial take on a
controversial subject - challenged long-held
assumptions.
This is an analytical account of the political, economic
and social history, from the unification of Italy in 1871
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under Victor Emmanuel II to the present day. It
emphasises the complex relationship between state
institutions and the mass population.
The 2018 World Cup edition of the international
bestseller and "the most intelligent book ever written
about soccer" (San Francisco Chronicle) is updated
throughout and features new chapters on the FIFA
scandal, why Iceland wins, and women's soccer. Named
one of the Best Books of the Year by the Guardian,
Slate, Financial Times, Independent (UK), and
Bloomberg News Written with an economist's brain and
a soccer writer's skill, Soccernomics applies highpowered analytical tools to everyday soccer topics,
looking at data and revealing counterintuitive truths
about the world's most beloved game. It all adds up to a
revolutionary new approach that has helped change the
way the game is played. This World Cup edition features
ample new material, including fresh insights into FIFA's
corruption, the surge in domestic violence during World
Cups, and Western Europe's unprecedented dominance
of global soccer.
Northern Ireland is frequently characterised in terms of a
two traditions paradigm, representing the conflict as
being between two discrete cultures. Demonstrating the
reductionist nature of this argument, this book highlights
the complexity of reality.
“Probably the best novel ever written about sport.” —The
Times (UK) He was a real-life, working-class hero known
as the “British Muhammad Ali”—because he had a big
mouth and wasn’t afraid to use it. But Brian Clough
wasn’t a boxer, he was a soccer coach, known for
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taking backwater teams and making them into
champions. In towns where people had little else, the
hard-drinking and scrappy Clough was a hero. He was
especially beloved for telling it like it was on behalf of
small-town teams everywhere—calling out the stars who
played dirty, rival coaches he suspected of bribing
referees, and the league that let them get away with it.
And then one day Clough was offered a job coaching the
big-city team he’d called the dirtiest—the perennial
powerhouse Leeds United. The Damned Utd tells the
story of the legendary Clough’s tumultuous forty-four
days trying to turn around a corrupt institution without
being corrupted himself—the players who wouldn’t play,
the management that looked the other way, the wife and
friends who stood by him as he fought to do the right
thing. The inspiring story behind the movie of the same
name, The Damned Utd has been called by The Times
of London, “The best novel ever written about sport.”
"Boyle’s study is essential reading for all students,
teachers and researchers of sports journalism." Journalism "Very clear and accessible, addressing key
and complex issues in a plain and clearcut way." -Alan
Tomlinson, University of Brighton Across all media; print,
broadcast as well as online, sports journalism has come
to occupy an increasingly visible space. This book looks
at the institutional, cultural and economic environment
and provides an invaluable overview of contemporary
sports journalism across all media forms. The book:
Situates sports journalism within the broader historical,
economic, technological and cultural contexts. Examines
the commercialisation of sport and the impact this is
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having on sports journalism. Looks at the relationship
between PR and journalism. Considers the gendered
nature of the industry and the impact of digital
technology on professional practice.
When Steve McManaman joined Real Madrid in 1999 he
was, according to his former manager, 'the first of Los
Galacticos' -- the nickname given to the increasingly
starry line-up at the premier Spanish team. Soon the exLiverpool star was playing alongside Ronaldo, Figo,
Zidane and Beckham. It was an astonishing turnaround
for a club that had been struggling to live up to its
enormous reputation, and Steve was there to witness the
most intense and interesting period of its development -winning the league and two European Cups along the
way. Written with the DAILY TELEGRAPH's Sarah
Edworthy, who contributes her own insights through
original interviews with the key players at Madrid, EL
MACCA is not just a highly entertaining memoir of four
years at the biggest club in Europe. Thoughtful and
candid, it is also a fascinating insight into the process of
playing -- and succeeding -- overseas.
No other national stereotype in the world is so closely
tied with a sport, as Brazil is with football. The five-time
world champions have constructed their national identity
around this sport. Perhaps for this reason it’s no wonder
that there are many Brazilian social scientists doing
research on this theme. The first part of this volume is
dedicated to the history of Brazilian football. The main
question is how did football become so popular in the
country? It also looks at other interesting historical
developments in Brazilian football history up to this day.
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The second part considers current phenomena,
especially the place of Brazilian football in a globalized
world: What are the consequences of an extremely
commercialized and mediatized sport on a developing
country? How does Brazil figure as the main supplying
country of football talents? How does the population feel
about seeing their players in Europe instead of their own
country? Finally, the book will conclude with a critique of
a documentary film about a Brazilian national team game
in Haiti which was part of the Brazilian army’s blue
helmet mission. The game was used as a political
instrument, revealing the importance of this sport in
attaining a political position for Brazil in the world. This
book was previously published as a special issue of
Soccer and Society.
A multidisciplinary analysis of sectarianism and bigotry in
Scottish football Sectarianism and bigotry are among the
most publicly debated issues in Scotland, often reported in
the newspapers as the &quote;shame&quote; of Scotland's
national game. The current crisis in Scottish football includes
high profile controversies and disorder related to bigotry and
sectarianism which resulted in new legislation to tackle
offensive behaviour in and beyond football grounds. In this
collection, contributors from a range of disciplinary positions
present the latest empirical research evidence and social
theory to examine and debate fundamental issues about
bigotry in Scottish football and society. The topic has raised
many questions. How should sectarianism and bigotry be
defined and understood? What are the experiences and
impacts of bigotry on different populations in Scotland? Are
recent events unique or do they have historic precedents and
contemporary comparisons beyond Scotland? What should
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be the response of government, football authorities, clubs,
football supporters and other institutions and organisations in
Scotland regarding legislation? What vision should we have
for a future Scottish society and its diverse population?
Bigotry, Football and Scotland will appeal to all those
interested in Scotland's national game, the role of football in
the 21st Century and how multicultural contemporary
societies attempt to resolve prejudice and promote diversity.
This classic textbook covers the social, economic and political
history of Italy from unification in 1870 to the present time.
This new edition brings students right up to date, with
increased coverage of the the 1980's and 90's and a new
section on the turbulent reign of Silvio Berlusconi. Other
changes include updating the coverage of Liberal Italy and
Fascism in the light of recent scholarship and changes in
historiographical approach, additional material on Italian
popular culture and a new chronology.
When most people think about the Netherlands, images of
tulips and peaceful pot smoking residents spring to mind.
Bring up soccer, and most will think of Johan Cruyuff, the
Dutch player thought to rival Pele in preternatural skill, and
Ajax, one of the most influential soccer clubs in the world
whose academy system for young athletes has been
replicated around the globe (and most notably by Barcelona
and the 2010 world champions, Spain). But as international
bestselling author Simon Kuper writes in Ajax, The Dutch,
The War: Soccer in Europe During the Second World War,
the story of soccer in Holland cannot be understood without
investigating what really occurred in this country during WWII.
For decades, the Dutch have enjoyed the reputation of having
a “good war.” The myth is even resonant in Israel where Ajax
is celebrated. The fact is, the Jews suffered shocking
persecution at the hands of Dutch collaborators. Holland had
the second largest Nazi movement in Europe outside
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Germany, and in no other country except Poland was so high
a percentage of Jews deported. Kuper challenges Holland's
historical amnesia and uses soccer—particularly the
experience of Ajax, a club long supported by Amsterdam's
Jews—as a window on wartime Holland and Europe. Through
interviews with Resistance fighters, survivors, wartime soccer
players and more, Kuper uncovers this history that has been
ignored, and also finds out why the Holocaust had a profound
effect on soccer in the country. Ajax produced Cruyuff but
was also built by members of the Dutch resistance and
Holocaust survivors. It became a surrogate family for many
who survived the war and its method for producing
unparalleled talent became the envy of clubs around the
world. In this passionate, haunting and moving work of
forensic reporting, Kuper tells the breathtaking story of how
Dutch Jews survived the unspeakable and came to play a
strong role in the rise of the most exciting and revolutionary
style of soccer — “Total Football” — the world had ever seen.
Passionate, political and principled, the UltraS are the
hardcore subculture of football supporters found in the
stadiums of Italy. Amongst the most committed and
uncompromising are two such groups who gather in support
of the main football clubs of Rome - AS Roma and SS Lazio.
Openly proclaiming neo-fascist sympathies, and not afraid of
violence against rival supporters and police, these groups
(the Boys Roma and the Lazio Irriducibili) are well-organised
and determined to bring about social and political change and
stamp out those who oppose them. The much-maligned
football hooligans of England pale by comparison. Following
years of research involving individuals inside these
organisations, and drawing on exclusive interviews with each
group's leading figures, Alberto Testa and Gary Armstrong
present a fascinating account of the world of the neo-fascist
UltraS.
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A lively illustrated history of drag racing revisits the roots of
unofficial racing in the 1950s and traces its evolution on the
stretch and in American mythology. Original.
Far more than a simple history of a now long-forgotten
American sports tradition, this work is a story of the historical
development of the American sporting character itself.
Where United went, the Inter City Jibbers followed—and
mayhem was never far behind The Inter City Jibbers (ICJ)
were the most notorious Manchester United hooligan crew of
the last 30 years, and Colin "Beaner" Blaney was up to his
neck in the thick of it. His years as an ICJ and Wide Awake
Firm (WAF) foot soldier saw him blacklisted as an
"Undesirable" by Interpol for smuggling cocaine, tearing
through gangland warfare with rival crooks, and carrying out
daring jewelry thefts as far afield as Hong Kong, Taiwan, and
South Korea. This shocking, searingly honest new work from
the inner core of the Inter City Jibbers tells of four attempted
jailbreaks, describes members of the ICJ’s experiences in
numerous hellish overseas jails—including the gang rape of
one WAF member in a Pakistani prison—from a brutal
Washington, D.C. county lock-up, to a Yakuza-filled Japanese
jail, as well as run-ins with gun-wielding foreign thugs. Above
all, this is a chronicle of 25 years of life as an Undesirable,
stealing anything that wasn’t nailed down.
The enemies of English lawyer Roger Randolph kidnap him
and put him aboard a ship for America. When it was attacked
by Corsairs, he proved his mettle with a sword and became
the new Captain, Black Roger.It was the Golden Age of
Comics. Every week new publications would warp the minds
of our youth, destroy (or save, depending on your point of
view) the culture of America, and drain hard-earned dimes
from the pockets of young boys and girls. A glorious time!
Now you can enjoy again - or, for the first time The comic
reprints from are reproduced from actual classic comics, and
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sometimes reflect the imperfection of books that are decades
old. Many people enjoy these authentic characteristics.
The greatest Americans Have not been born yet They are
waiting quietly For their past to die please give blood Here is
the account of a man so ravished by a kiss that it distorts his
highest and lowest frequencies of understanding into an
Incongruent mean of babble and brilliance...
Newcastle United and Sunderland football clubs generate a
rivalry that assumes a greater importance than any other in
English football. Perhaps in British football only that between
Rangers and Celtic in Glasgow can match it and that is
fuelled by sectarian bigotry.Newcastle and Sunderland are
not even in the same city. Fifteen miles separates the rivers
Tyne and the Wear but the rivalry is stronger than that which
exists even in cities with more than one club like Birmingham,
Liverpool and Manchester.The most detailed history of
Newcastle v Sunderland derbies ever produced; it includes
match reports of every league and cup derby game between
these old rivals with descriptions of every goal scored. Key
players are profiled and every player who has played in TyneWear derbies is assessed.A book that fans of both the
Magpies and the Black Cats cannot be without.
This official record of the Lions covers the full story of the
club, since its formation in 1885 to the present day. Included
are profiles of the club's great players and managers, and a
full season-by-season record of every first-team League and
Cup game Millwall have contested.
The follow-up to the acclaimed bestseller Kings of the King's
Road: The Great CHelsea Team of the 60s and 70s, this
goes back in time to the 1980s when Stamford Bridge was a
crumbling wreck of a stadium. Yet, despite one financial crisis
after another and the threat of property developers moving in,
relegation to the Second Division and hooliganism on the
crumbling terraces, it is an era still fondly remembered by
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Chelsea fans. Batty has tracked down the players and the
fans who remember this troubled era with affection and the
result is a colourful trip down memory lane.
Loyalist murals have a long tradition, the first one having
been painted in Belfast around 1908. Thus, by the time the
Northern Ireland state was created in the 1920s, the tradition
of mural paintinw was well established.
Within the trophy room at the Bernabéu, the spoils of a
century's achievements provide indisputable evidence of
football's conquistadores rubbing the world's noses in the dirt.
They include twenty-nine league titles, nine European Cups,
seventeen Spanish Cups, two UEFA Cups and three World
Club Championship titles. The story of Real Madrid is,
however, much more than the mere sum of its achievements.
The club has always attracted the biggest names in the game
- the type of player more recently referred to by Los
Merengues as 'galáctico'. And for every Figo, Zidane,
Ronaldo or Beckham, there is a legend from the past. White
Storm charts the history of the club from its foundations to the
golden period of Di Stéfano and Puskas, through the 'hippy
years' to the modern embodiment of Madridismo - Raúl. It
ends with an analysis of the Beckham impact, the
disintegration of the Florentino Pérez regime and a look at
what the future might hold for the world's most famous club.
CHELSEA FC: THE OFFICIAL BIOGRAPHY goes to the
heart of what gives the club its personality. The author has
access to all the key characters, including Mourinho,
Abramovich and the star players, plus legendary names of
the past. He addresses all the controversies, including: the
near suffocation through lack of cash in the 1970s and in
2002; the impact of Abramovich's money; the club and fans'
response to racism; how the hooliganism which dogged
Chelsea for years has been tackled. On the lighter side,
Chelsea is regarded as the country's glamour club, and
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fashions, good and dreadful, will feature alongside celebrity
fans and the worlds of art and music. And then there is the
football at the core of it all, creating moments of huge tension
and excitement.
“An eccentric, fascinating exposé of a world most of us know
nothing about.” —The New York Times Book Review "An
insightful, entertaining, brainiac sports road trip." —The Wall
Street Journal "Foer’s skills as a narrator are enviable. His
characterizations… are comparable to those in Norman
Mailer's journalism." —The Boston Globe A groundbreaking
work—named one of the five most influential sports books of
the decade by Sports Illustrated—How Soccer Explains the
World is a unique and brilliantly illuminating look at soccer,
the world’s most popular sport, as a lens through which to
view the pressing issues of our age, from the clash of
civilizations to the global economy.

Whether you stood on the terraces at Tolka Park or
worshipped at The Showgrounds or Market's Field, Just
Follow the Floodlights! will enthrall you with stories from
all 47 soccer clubs that have graced the League of
Ireland, each producing their own magical memories
from one generation to the next. With numerous
nostalgic photographs, amusing anecdotes, and largerthan-life characters, this book will appeal not only to the
loyal League of Ireland fraternity, but to soccer lovers
and sports fans everywhere. "This handsomely
illustrated book is a time capsulre that brings the fondest
hopes of generations of players and fans back to
life."-Irish Voice, April 4, 2012
Football hooliganism periodically generates widespread
political and public anxiety. In spite of the efforts made
and resources invested over the past decades, football
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hooliganism is still perceived by politicians, policymakers
and media as a disturbing social problem. This highly
readable book provides the first systematic and
empirically grounded comparison of football hooliganism
in different national and local contexts. Focused around
the six Western European football clubs on which the
author did his research, the book shows how different
clubs experience and understand football hooliganism in
different ways. The development and effects of antihooligan policies are also assessed. The emphasis
throughout is on the importance of context, social
interaction and collective identity for understanding
football hooliganism. This book will be essential reading
for anyone interested in football culture, hooliganism and
collective violence.
For more than three quarters of a century, the New York
Rangers have been delighting hockey fans-New Yorkers
and suburbanites alike-with a classy brand of
entertainment that has no equal. The team's history
includes four Stanley Cups, scores of individual stars,
and countless magic moments. All of the excitement and
drama of these triumphs is captured in The New York
Rangers. This book salutes not only the Rangers'
tradition of excellence but also the masterful talents of
the photojournalists who have chronicled the team since
its birth in 1926.
Where and what is Ireland?--What are the identities of
the people of Ireland?--How has European Union
membership shaped Irish people's lives and
interests?--How global is local Ireland?This book argues
that such questions can be answered only by
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understanding everyday aspects of Irish culture and
identity. Such understanding is achieved by paying close
attention to what people in Ireland themselves say about
the radical changes in their lives in the context of wider
global transformation. As notions of sex, religion, and
politics are radically reworked in an Ireland being reimagined in ways inconceivable just a generation ago,
anthropologists have been at the forefront of recording
the results. The first comprehensive book-length
introduction to anthropological research on the island as
a whole, The Anthropology of Ireland considers the
changing place in a changing Ireland of religion, sex,
sport, race, dance, young people, the Travellers, St
Patrick's Day and much more.
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