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Palgrave Advances in the Modern History of Sexuality offers a comprehensive and accessible overview of historical
debate in the history of European and American sexuality since c. 1750. Each chapter explores in detail one theme, such
as race, pornography, marriage, science or religion, which historians have seen as essential to writing the history of
sexuality. The book therefore not only offers a broad introduction to the state of the art, but also suggests new directions
for research and debate.
As he demonstrates that narratives of seduction function as a master plot for French literature in the eighteenth century,
Paul Young argues that the prevalence of this trope was a reaction to a dominant cultural discourse that coded the novel
and the new practice of solitary reading as dangerous, seductive practices. Situating his study in the context of paintings,
educational manuals, and criticism that caution against the act of reading, Young considers both canonical and lesserknown works by authors that include Rousseau, Sade, Bastide, Laclos, Crébillon fils, and the writers of two widely read
libertine novels. How these authors responded to a cultural climate that viewed literature, and especially the novel, as
seductive, sheds light on the perils and pleasures of authorship, the ways in which texts interact with the larger cultural
discourse, and what eighteenth-century texts tell us about the dangers of reading or writing. Ultimately, Young argues,
the seduction not in the text, but by the text raises questions about the nature of pleasure in eighteenth-century French
literature and culture.
Proposes that the emergence of the concept of privacy as a personal right and the core of individuality is connected in a
complex way with the easy availability of printed books and the spread of the ability to read that emerged during the
period. Looks at representations of reading and readers, especially women, in devotional books, conversion narratives,
personal letters, drama, and the novel. Also explores how privacy became gendered in the early modern
periodAnnotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
In 1782, J. Hector St. John de Crèvecoeur wrote, “What then, is the American, this new man? He is an American, who,
leaving behind him all his ancient prejudices and manners, receives new ones from the new mode of life he has
embraced.” In casting aside their European mores, these pioneers, de Crèvecoeur implied, were the very embodiment of
a new culture, society, economy, and political system. But to what extent did manliness shape early America’s character
and institutions? And what roles did race, ethnicity, and class play in forming masculinity? Thomas A. Foster and his
contributors grapple with these questions in New Men, showcasing how colonial and Revolutionary conditions gave rise
to new standards of British American manliness. Focusing on Indian, African, and European masculinities in British
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America from earliest Jamestown through the Revolutionary era, and addressing such topics that range from slavery to
philanthropy, and from satire to warfare, the essays in this anthology collectively demonstrate how the economic,
political, social, cultural, and religious conditions of early America shaped and were shaped by ideals of masculinity.
Contributors: Susan Abram, Tyler Boulware, Kathleen Brown, Trevor Burnard, Toby L. Ditz, Carolyn Eastman, Benjamin
Irvin, Janet Moore Lindman, John Gilbert McCurdy, Mary Beth Norton, Ann Marie Plane, Jessica Choppin Roney, and
Natalie A. Zacek.
If You're Looking For A HORNY Collection Of Erotic, Forbidden & Orgasmic Sex Stories Then Keep Reading... Do you
want to immerse yourself in your darkest erotic and dirty fantasies freely? Then, it's time to Awaken your true sexual
desires with these Taboo Explicit Sex Stories. Whether you want to dive deep into your dirtiest fantasies alone, or explore
ideas with your Partner(s)to spice up your own sex life, these stories are sure to leave you sexually satisfied with your
heart not being the only thing pounding... These stories have been written to 1)help activate your erotic pleasure like
never before? 2) Let you explore an array of ideas you can use in your own sex life, after all... that's what it's all about,
right? One thing's for sure, your sexuality will be awakened like never before. Inside, you'll find satisfying, sinfully sexy,
and incredibly addictive short stories, featuring: BDSM Scenarios That Will Have You Buying Whips & Chains Within
Minutes. Taboo Stories That Will Have You Searching For Ways You Can Make Them Happen In Your Own Life.
Threesomes, Daddy Domination, And Gangbangs That Will Make You Crave Some Fresh Meat In The Bedroom
Swingers And Hot Wives Living In Complete Sexual Freedom Like Never Before (Society Doesn't Want You Reading
These!) Public Sex That'll Give You Plenty Of Ideas... And so many more equally heart-pounding short stories to leave
you breathless! Ever felt like there's more to your sexuality than what you've experienced so far in your life? Let our
Erotica Sex Stories series take you to places you've never been before & uncover the sex life you truly desire... If You
Want Over 5 hrs Worth Of Sex Stories That Will Unlock Your Sexuality Like Never Before, Scroll Up, Click "Add To Cart."
This book tells how the diverting array of pleasures in eighteenth-century libertine fiction gave way, through a process of
thematic drift and realignment, to a powerfully linear story that actually defined sex and the gender roles pertaining to it.
Many of the key notions in modern talk about sex are in fact narrative ones: climax, foreplay, and the sex act are all said
to lie at the heart of human sexuality. But 'The Telling of the Act' questions whether these notions deserve to be thought
of as timeless, and in fact locates their emergence in the second half of the eighteenth century.
The Lord of Perfect Satisfaction (Ruyijun zhuan), a short work of fiction from the early sixteenth century, tells the story of
the Tang dynasty's notorious Wu Zetian, the only woman to rule as emperor of China. It is famous not for the history it
relates, but for its graphic sexual descriptions--the first ever in a Chinese novel--purportedly given from a woman's point
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of view. Despite its renown and unmistakable influence on later writing, the origins and significance of the Ruyijun zhuan
have never been explored, in any language, and until now it has never been translated. Its date of composition is
unknown, its author unidentified. One of its earliest appraisals, written by a contemporary scholar known for his
conservatism, maintains that the Ruyijun zhuan is a moral work notwithstanding its sexual content. Combining a
complete translation with a detailed and far-ranging study of the text, The Fountainhead of Chinese Erotica places this
important cultural document into historical context and offers possibilities on its meaning.
Ever wonder what it would be like to give in to forbidden temptation, or to play out your wildest fantasies? Then look no
further, because this very hot and explicit story will do just that.Advisory: This Book of Erotica Taboo Sex Stories contain
Explicit Sexuality, and Adult Content that may be deemed by some to be offensive, indecent, or otherwise objectionable,
so please read at your own discretion. This taboo story is super hot with explicit scenes of desire and passion that do not
leave much to the imagination and is guaranteed to make your panties WET and set your KINDLE on FIRE!This eBook is
intended for Adults Only!
This book is a new account of the surrealist movement in France between the two world wars. It examines the uses that
surrealist artists and writers made of ideas and images associated with the French Revolution, describing a complex
relationship between surrealism's avant-garde revolt and its powerful sense of history and heritage. Focusing on both
texts and images by key figures such as Louis Aragon, Georges Bataille, Jacques-André Boiffard, André Breton, Robert
Desnos, Max Ernst, Max Morise, and Man Ray, this book situates surrealist material in the wider context of the literary
and visual arts of the period through the theme of revolution. It raises important questions about the politics of
representing French history, literary and political memorial spaces, monumental representations of the past and critical
responses to them, imaginary portraiture and revolutionary spectatorship. The study shows that a full understanding of
surrealism requires a detailed account of its attitude to revolution, and that understanding this surrealist concept of
revolution means accounting for the complex historical imagination at its heart.
Famous and seductive, female stage performers haunted French public life in the century before and after the
Revolution. This pathbreaking study delineates the distinctive place of actresses, dancers, and singers within the French
erotic and political imaginations. From the moment they became an unofficial caste of mistresses to France's elite during
the reign of Louis XIV, their image fluctuated between emasculating men and delighting them. Drawing upon newspaper
accounts, society columns, theater criticism, government reports, autobiographies, public rituals, and a huge corpus of
fiction, Lenard Berlanstein argues that the public image of actresses was shaped by the political climate and ruling
ideology; thus they were deified in one era and damned in the next. Tolerated when civil society functioned and
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demonized when it faltered, they finally passed from notoriety to celebrity with the stabilization of parliamentary life after
1880. Only then could female fans admire them openly, and could the state officially recognize their contributions to
national life. Daughters of Eve is a provocative look at how a culture creates social perceptions and reshuffles collective
identities in response to political change. Table of Contents: Acknowledgments Introduction 1 Setting the Scene 2
Theater Women and Aristocratic Libertinism, 1715-1789 3 Defining the Modern Gender Order, 1760-1815 4 Magdalenes
of Postaristocratic France, 1815-1848 5 The Erotic Culture of the Stage 6 The Struggle against Pornocracy, 1848-1880 7
Imagining Republican Actresses, 1880-1914 8 Performing a Self 9 From Notorious Women to Intimate Strangers
Conclusion Notes Index Reviews of this book: Students of French literature and culture will welcome this study of female
performers, women who historically achieved great prominence because of their sexuality and public presence. Yet this
is much more than simply a descriptive history. Berlanstein...puts theater women into the context of the evolving French
debate over the role of women in the public sphere...This fascinating new work is an important addition to the scholarship
on French gender history. Recommended for specialists in French history and culture. --Library Journal
2007 Choice Outstanding Academic Title Although the 1969 Stonewall riots in New York City symbolically mark the start
of the gay rights movement, individuals came together long before the modern era to express their same-sex romantic
and sexual attraction toward one another, and in a myriad of ways. Some reflected on their desires in quiet solitude, while
others endured verbal, physical, and legal harassment for publicly expressing homosexual interest through words or
actions. Long Before Stonewall seeks to uncover the many iterations of same-sex desire in colonial America and the
early Republic, as well as to expand the scope of how we define and recognize homosocial behavior. Thomas A. Foster
has assembled a pathbreaking, interdisciplinary collection of original and classic essays that explore topics ranging from
homoerotic imagery of black men to prison reform to the development of sexual orientations. This collection spans a
regional and temporal breadth that stretches from the colonial Southwest to Quaker communities in New England. It also
includes a challenge to commonly accepted understandings of the Native American berdache. Throughout, connections
of race, class, status, and gender are emphasized, exposing the deep foundations on which modern sexual political
movements and identities are built.
In this study of sexual violence and rape in French medieval literature and law, Kathryn Gravdal examines an array of
famous works never before analyzed in connection with sexual violence. Gravdal demonstrates the variety of techniques
through which medieval discourse made rape acceptable: sometimes through humor and aestheticization, sometimes
through the use of social and political themes, but especially through the romanticism of rape scenes.
Argues that women's relationship to books and their promotion of reading contributed greatly to the cultural and
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intellectual vitality of the Enlightenment.
The original version of this classic and scandalous work of Victorian erotica, originally published in London in 1898.
Includes Forbidden fruit - a luscious and exciting story and More forbidden fruit or Master Percy's progress in and beyond
the domestic circle. Very much the "50 Shades of Grey" of its era, Forbidden Fruit probes beneath the respectable
surface of Victorian society to reveal a seamy underside rarely seen in the literature of its day. More than a century after
its publication, Forbidden Fruit continues to attract controversy and excitement in equal measure.
'Imagining Sex' examines a variety of material from 17th century England to argue that, unlike today, pornography was
not a discrete genre, nor was it usually subject to suppression. The book explores contemporary thinking on these issues
and wider cultural concerns.
Leading scholars investigate the ways in which operas by nineteenth-century Italian composers have been reshaped and
revived over time.
In this provocative work, Roger Chartier continues his extraordinarily influential consideration of the forms of production,
dissemination, and interpretation of discourse in Early Modern Europe. Chartier here examines the relationship between patronage
and the market, and explores how the form in which a text is transmitted not only constrains the production of meaning but defines
and constructs its audience.
Take a peek at these explicit, tantalising Adult Stories, perfect for Erotica Short Sexy Stories Lover. Try out this five-book bundle
TOP FLOOR PLEASURE THE RAINY DAY GIFT THE CAMERAMAN SUMMER AND ICE KNOTS OF THORNE You'll find Milfs,
Gangbangs, Threesomes, Anal Sex, BDSM
Violet Blue is an editor very much in tune with her audience. She knows what readers want from an erotic anthology, and she
knows how to deliver it. In her latest offering, she explores the theme of women on the verge of sexual awakening. From wild
sexual adventures to pushing the limits to taking chances and having them pay off, the women in these very realistic, very explicit,
and very contemporary fantasies throw off their inhibitions, succumbing to sexual pleasure in all its myriad forms. Along the way,
they also begin to learn a little bit about themselves and what their bodies are capable of in their never-ending search for carnal
satisfaction. Featuring work from Saskia Walker, Angela Caperton, Tamara Rogers, Nan Andrews, Noel Burch and others, these
“girls on top” are breaking all the rules — and loving every minute of it.
As it tells the story of Constantia Dudley, from her family's financial collapse to her encounters with a series of cosmopolitan
revolutionaries and reactionaries, Charles Brockden Brown's Ormond; or The Secret Witness (1799) develops a sustained
meditation on late-Enlightenment debates concerning political liberty, women's rights, conventions of sex-gender, and their relation
to the reshaping of an Atlantic world in the throes of transformation. This edition of Ormond includes Brown's Alcuin (1798), an
important dialogue on women's rights and marriage, as well as his key essays on history and literature, along with selections from
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contemporary writings on women's education and revolution debates that figure in the novel's background and in the charged
atmosphere of the late 1790s.
In so doing, Machor takes us ever closer to understanding the particular and varying reading strategies of historical audiences and
how they impacted authors’ conceptions of their own readership.
From accounts of the Holocaust, to representations of AIDS, to predictions of environmental disaster; from Hal Lindsey's
fundamentalist 1970s bestseller The Late Great Planet Earth, to Francis Fukuyama's The End of History and the Last Man in
1992, the sense of apocalypse is very much with us. In Postmodern Apocalypse, Richard Dellamora and his contributors examine
apocalypse in works by late twentieth-century writers, filmmakers, and critics.
Representations of convents and nuns assumed power and urgency within the volatile political culture of eighteenth-century
France. Drawing from a range of literary, cultural, and legal material, Mita Choudhury analyzes how, between 1730 and 1789,
lawyers, religious pamphleteers, and men of letters repeatedly asked, "Who should control the female convent and women
religious?" These sources chronicled the conflicts between nuns and the male clergy, among nuns themselves, and between nuns
and their families, conflicts that were presented to the public in the context of potent issues such as despotism, citizenship, female
education, and sexuality. The cloister operated as a symbol of despotism, the equivalent of the Sultan's seraglio or the King's
Bastille. Before 1770, lawyers and magistrates praised nuns as the personification of virtuous Christian women, often victims
vulnerable to those who would use them to further their own political ends. After 1770, men of letters evaluated nuns according to
more secular norms, and concluded that the convent had no purpose in society, except as a reminder of the problems inherent in
the Old Regime. Choudhury elaborates on how nuns were not always passive entities, mere objects to be shaped by the political
needs of others. But because they relied on men in order to make their voices heard, the place of women religious in the public
sphere was a complex one based on negotiations between female action and male subjectivity. During the French Revolution,
whatever support they had enjoyed was lost as republicans and moderates began to see nuns as potentially disruptive to the
social order, family life, and revolutionary values.
Arguing for renewed attention to covert same-sex-oriented writing (and to authorial intention more generally), this study explores
the representation of female and male homosexuality in late sixteenth- through mid-eighteenth-century British and French
literature. The author also uncovers and analyzes long-term continuities in the representation of same-sex love, sex, and desire
between the classical, early modern, eighteenth-century, and even modern periods. Among the seventeenth- and eighteenthcentury authors and texts examined here are Mme de Murat, Les Memoires De Madame La Comtesse De M*** (1697); John
Cleland, Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure (1748-49); Tobias Smollett, The Adventures of Roderick Random (1748); Nicolas
Chorier and Jean Nicolas, L'Academie des dames (1680); Delarivier Manley, The New Atalantis (1709); and Isaac de Benserade,
Iphis et Iante (1637). Classical texts brought into the discussion include Juvenal's Satires, Lucian's Erotes, and, most importantly,
Ovid's Metamorphoses. Casting its net broadly yet exploring deeply-poems, plays, novels, and more; from the serious to the
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satiric, the polite to the pornographic; well-known and little-known; written in English, French, and Latin; published in early modern
and eighteenth-century Britain and France; plus key classical texts-this study engages with the historiography of sexuality as a
whole.
The Routledge History of Sex and the Body provides an overview of the main themes surrounding the history of sexuality from 1500 to the
present day. The history of sex and the body is an expanding field in which vibrant debate on, for instance, the history of homosexuality, is
developing. This book examines the current scholarship and looks towards future directions across the field. The volume is divided into
fourteen thematic chapters, which are split into two chronological sections 1500 – 1750 and 1750 to present day. Focusing on the history of
sexuality and the body in the West but also interactions with a broader globe, these thematic chapters survey the major areas of debate and
discussion. Covering themes such as science, identity, the gaze, courtship, reproduction, sexual violence and the importance of race, the
volume offers a comprehensive view of the history of sex and the body. The book concludes with an afterword in which the reader is invited to
consider some of the 'tensions, problems and areas deserving further scrutiny'. Including contributors renowned in their field of expertise, this
ground-breaking collection is essential reading for all those interested in the history of sexuality and the body.
Encompassing the long 18th century, Amatory Pleasures examines a broad and enticing variety of topics in the history of sexuality in
Georgian times. It includes discussion of sexual perversion, criminal conversation, erotic gardens, gentlemen's homosocial societies,
flagellation, pornography, writings of courtesans and the world of female friendship, revealing the secret or hidden meanings circulating
between mainstream and covert activities of the 18th century. Julie Peakman draws connections between these pieces and situates them
within current debates and examines how Georgian sexual activity was integrated from low life and high places, from brothels to palaces.
Aimed at anyone interested in gender, history of sexuality, sex, literature and 18th-century history, Amatory Pleasures is an invaluable
collection of the work of a key scholar in the field.
***Authors Warning*** the material found within this short story novella is of a descriptive and graphic nature. If you are easily offended by
such writings please stay away, it is intended for an adult audience. The tales in this reworking are as follows: "My Step Mothers Affliction" "A
Mothers Desire" "Mrs Claus" "The Mother-in-Law" "The Orgy" "A Fantasy Fulfilled" "Big Sis" Enjoy.
In this first volume of the 1877 work that established him as England's leading authority on pornography, Henry Spencer Ashbee describes
scores of "curious, uncommon and erotic books" that were banned or otherwise prohibited from legitimate sale during the Victorian era... and
some even until the 1960s. Included in this far-reaching volume are such "gentlemen only" titles as Exhibition of Female Flagellants, The
Battles of Venus, and A Cabinet of Amorous Curiosities. This catalog of mostly forgotten works is an invaluable-and highly entertainingresource for bibliophiles, students of erotica, and collectors of Victoriana. British book collector, travel writer, and bibliographer HENRY
SPENCER ASHBEE (1834-1900), aka Pisanus Fraxi, is thought by some to have authored the notorious Victorian sexual memoir My Secret
Life.
On Wieland; or the Transformation: "An impressive edition . . . the most thoroughly satisfying historical and literary contextualization for the
novel that I've ever encountered. Shapiro and Barnard offer a rich transatlantic artistic and ideological context that helps pull the whole novel
into coherent focus. The footnotes to the novel are incredibly thorough, helpful, and interesting. . . . This Hackett edition of Wieland [is] the
freshest and most topical of those now available." --Dana D. Nelson, Vanderbilt University On Ormond; or, the Secret Witness: "Philip
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Barnard and Stephen Shapiro have produced an awesome edition of Brown's Ormond by providing copious explanatory notes and helpful
documentation of the essential historical context of feminist, radical, egalitarian, and abolitionist expression. Oh, ye patriots, read it and
learn!" --Peter Linebaugh, University of Toledo On Arthur Mervyn; or, Memoirs of the Year 1793: "This new edition of Arthur Mervyn far
exceeds any previous version of this remarkable American novel. Through exhaustive archival research, the editors have produced a reliable
text constructed within the intellectual, cultural, political, and religious contexts of a society informing Brown's efforts to capture and preserve
the formation of the early republic for generations of readers and cultural historians. This vital text is essential reading for anyone interested in
the origins of the United States." --Emory Elliott, University Professor, University of California-Riverside On Edgar Huntly; or, Memoirs of a
Sleep-Walker: "This is now the edition of choice for those of us who teach Brown's fascinating Edgar Huntly. Barnard and Shapiro explore the
relevant historical, cultural, and literary backgrounds in their illuminating Introduction; they skillfully annotate the text; they provide useful and
up-to-date bibliographies; and they append a number of revealing primary texts for further cultural contextualization. This edition will help to
stimulate new thinking about race, empire, and sexuality in Brown's prescient novel of the American frontier." --Robert S. Levine, University of
Maryland
This collection of specially commissioned essays provides the first social history of masculinity in the ‘long eighteenth century’. Drawing on
diaries, court records and prescriptive literature, it explores the different identities of late Stuart and Georgian men. The heterosexual fop, the
homosexual, the polite gentleman, the blackguard, the man of religion, the reader of erotica and the violent aggressor are each examined
here, and in the process a new and increasingly important field of historical enquiry is opened up to the non-specialist reader. The book
opens with a substantial introduction by the Editors. This provides readers with a detailed context for the chapters which follow. The core of
the book is divided into four main parts looking at sociability, virtue and friendship, violence, and sexuality. Within this framework each
chapter forms a self-contained unit, with its own methodology, sources and argument. The chapters address issues such as the correlations
between masculinity and Protestantism; masculinity, Englishness and taciturnity; and the impact of changing representations of homosexual
desire on the social organisation of heterosexuality. Misogyny, James Boswell's self-presentation, the literary and metaphorical
representation of the body, the roles of gossip and violence in men's lives, are each addressed in individual chapters. The volume is
concluded by a wide-ranging synoptic essay by John Tosh, which sets a new agenda for the history of masculinity. An extensive guide to
further reading is also provided. Designed for students, academics and the general reader alike, this collection of essays provides a wideranging and accessible framework within which to understand eighteenth-century men. Because of the variety of approaches and conclusions
it contains, and because this is the first attempt to bring together a comprehensive set of writings on the social history of eighteenth-century
masculinity, this volume does something quite new. It de-centres and problematises the male ‘standard’ and explores the complex and
disparate masculinites enacted by the men of this period. This will be essential reading for anyone interested in eighteenth-century British
social history.
Realism, imagination, and desire -- Turmoil: Adorno's literal reading -- Intoxication: the nature of influence -- Hors-la-loi: Blanchot and the
revolution -- Disorientation: the conditions of abstraction -- Praxis: crime and history -- Resistance: forms without end
Goulemot approaches the erotic book as a literary genre, and suggests that in early modern France, it could be found alongside accepted
forms of literary practice. He argues that erotic literature was ousted from the marketplace with the arrival of a codified elitist conception of art,
examines various narrative techniques, and discusses rules of production of erotic literature and its modes of consumption, including its use
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in brothel waiting rooms. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

In Sex, Lies, and Autobiography James O’Rourke explores the relationships between literary form and ethics, revealing how
autobiographical texts are able to confront readers with the moral complexities of everyday life. Tracing the ethical legacy of JeanJacques Rousseau’s Confessions in a series of English-language texts, the author shows how Rousseau’s doubts about the
possibility of ethical behavior in everyday life shadows the first-person narratives of five canonic works: William Wordsworth’s
Prelude, Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre and Villette, Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, and Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita. Offering a
fascinating new way of thinking about ethics through literature, Sex, Lies, and Autobiography challenges the most fundamental
principles of the philosophical study of ethics, revealing the innate difference between morality in life and morality in literature.
O’Rourke begins with Rousseau’s inability to reconcile his intuitive belief that he is a good person with the effects that his actions
have on others, and he goes on to show how this same ethical impasse recurs in the five aforementioned texts. The ethical crises
these texts describe, such as when Jane Eyre’s happiness can be purchased only at the cost of Bertha Mason’s suicide, or when
Humbert Humbert’s artistry demands the sacrifice of Dolores Haze, are not instances of authorial ethical blindness, O’Rourke
says, but rather are ethical challenges that force us as readers to consider our own lives. In each of these works, a narrator
attempts to justify his or her behavior and fails; in each case, the rigorous narrative of self-examination demands a similar effort
from the reader, whose own sense of moral rectitude is put into question. Confronting the long-held philosophical construction that
links ethical principles and life choices, thereby reassuring us of the ethical coherence of everyday life, the narrators of these
literary autobiographies come to a very different conclusion; by looking back on their lives, they cannot understand how their most
benevolent desires led to such damaging life stories. By leaving meaning inexplicit, O’Rourke argues, these texts are able to
recover traumatic material that is ordinarily repressed and then bring that repressed knowledge to bear on self-justifying narratives.
For readers interested in autobiographical studies, ethical criticism, and trauma and literary studies, Sex, Lies, and Autobiography
provides a groundbreaking analysis of the role of ethics in literature.
In 1857 the trials of Flaubert and Baudelaire for offending against religion and public morality drew attention to the features we
now associate with literary modernism; but instead of winning praise for their innovations they were indicted for "ideological
crimes." With the passage of time the offenses have been forgotten and the innovations inserted into a triumphal narrative about
the rise of modernism. Far from manifesting the autonomy proclaimed by modernism's defenders, though, Flaubert's and
Baudelaire's works remain enmeshed in their socio-historical contexts. To that end, The Censorship Effect argues that the stylistic
features that prompted the criminal indictment of Madame Bovary and Les Fleurs du Mal--Flaubert's free indirect style and
Baudelaire's multiple poetic personae--were much more the products of an intense struggle with a culture of censorship than they
were hallmarks of autonomous or autoreferential works of art. They exhibit signs of self-censorship and collaboration with a regime
of ethical and political censorship that not only shaped their very composition but affected their reception and continues to operate
in the field of literary criticism. Indeed, as William Olmsted compellingly demonstrates, French modernism begins and remains
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deeply embedded in a culture of censorship whose proprieties, both literary and social, Baudelaire and Flaubert nevertheless
challenged and transgressed. Exploring the censorship effect as it played out for Baudelaire and Flaubert, from their trials to their
monuments, The Censorship Effect recaptures some sense of their original anger as well as its ongoing suppression by new
orthodoxies and reveals how the effect of censorship has implications beyond Flaubert and Baudelaire, beyond authors, but for us
as readers too.
While rumours of the theft and dissection of the famous novelist Laurence Sterne corpse circulated in the anatomy schools,
numerous writers took possession of his literary body of work. This book introduces two critical concepts to eighteenth-century
literary study, 'bodysnatching' and 'mimicry'.
The Literary Agenda is a series of short polemical monographs about the importance of literature and of reading in the wider world
and about the state of literary education inside schools and universities. The category of 'the literary' has always been contentious.
What is clear, however, is how increasingly it is dismissed or is unrecognised as a way of thinking or an arena for thought. It is
sceptically challenged from within, for example, by the sometimes rival claims of cultural history, contextualized explanation, or
media studies. It is shaken from without by even greater pressures: by economic exigency and the severe social attitudes that can
follow from it; by technological change that may leave the traditional forms of serious human communication looking merely
antiquated. For just these reasons this is the right time for renewal, to start reinvigorated work into the meaning and value of
literary reading. For the Internet and digitial generation, the most basic human right is the freedom to read. The Web has indeed
brought about a rapid and far-reaching revolution in reading, making a limitless global pool of literature and information available to
anyone with a computer. At the same time, however, the threats of censorship, surveillance, and mass manipulation through the
media have grown apace. Some of the most important political battles of the twenty-first century have been fought—and will be
fought—over the right to read. Will it be adequately protected by constitutional guarantees and freedom of information laws? Or will
it be restricted by very wealthy individuals and very powerful institutions? And given increasingly sophisticated methods of publicity
and propaganda, how much of what we read can we believe? This book surveys the history of independent sceptical reading, from
antiquity to the present. It tells the stories of heroic efforts at self-education by disadvantaged people in all parts of the world. It
analyzes successful reading promotion campaigns throughout history (concluding with Oprah Winfrey) and explains why they
succeeded. It also explores some disturbing current trends, such as the reported decay of attentive reading, the disappearance of
investigative journalism, 'fake news', the growth of censorship, and the pervasive influence of advertisers and publicists on the
media—even on scientific publishing. For anyone who uses libraries and Internet to find out what the hell is going on, this book is a
guide, an inspiration, and a warning.
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