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I am already far north of London, and as I walk in the streets of Petersburgh, I feel a
cold northern breeze play upon my cheeks, which braces my nerves and fills me with
delight. Do you understand this feeling? This breeze, which has travelled from the
regions towards which I am advancing, gives me a foretaste of those icy climes.
Inspirited by this wind of promise, my daydreams become more fervent and vivid. I try
in vain to be persuaded that the pole is the seat of frost and desolation; it ever presents
itself to my imagination as the region of beauty and delight. There, Margaret, the sun is
forever visible, its broad disk just skirting the horizon and diffusing a perpetual
splendour.
The best-selling student edition on the market, now available in a Second Edition.
Almost two centuries after its publication, Frankenstein remains an indisputably classic
text and Mary Shelley's finest work. This extensively revised Norton Critical Edition
includes new texts and illustrative materials that convey the enduring global
conversation about Frankenstein and its author. The text is that of the 1818 first edition,
published in three volumes by Lackington, Hughes, Harding, Mavor, and Jones. It is
accompanied by an expansive new preface, explanatory annotations, a map of Geneva
and its environs, and seven illustrations, five of them new to the Second Edition.
Context is provided in three supporting sections: "Circumstance, Influence,
Composition, Revision," "Reception, Impact, Adaptation," and "Sources, Influences,
Analogues." Among the Second Edition's new inclusions are historical-cultural studies
by Susan Tyler Hitchcock, William St. Clair, and Elizabeth Young; Chris Baldrick on the
novel's reception; and David Pirie on the novel's many film adaptations. Related
excerpts from the Bible and from John Milton's Paradise Lost are now included, as is
Charles Lamb's poem "The Old Familiar Faces." "Criticism" collects sixteen major
interpretations of Frankenstein, nine of them new to the Second Edition. The new
contributors are Peter Brooks, Bette London, Garrett Stewart, James. A. W. Heffernan,
Patrick Brantlinger, Jonathan Bate, Anne Mellor, Jane Goodall, and Christa Knellwolf. A
Chronology and Selected Bibliography are also included.
Frankenstein and Its Classics is the first collection of scholarship dedicated to how
Frankenstein and works inspired by it draw on ancient Greek and Roman literature,
history, philosophy, and myth. Presenting twelve new essays intended for students,
scholars, and other readers of Mary Shelley's novel, the volume explores classical
receptions in some of Frankenstein's most important scenes, sources, and adaptations.
Not limited to literature, the chapters discuss a wide range of modern materialsincluding recent films like Alex Garland's Ex Machina and comics like Matt Fraction's
and Christian Ward's Ody-C-in relation to ancient works including Hesiod's Theogony,
Aeschylus's Prometheus Bound, Ovid's Metamorphoses, and Apuleius's The Golden
Ass. All together, these studies show how Frankenstein, a foundational work of science
fiction, brings ancient thought to bear on some of today's most pressing issues, from
bioengineering and the creation of artificial intelligence to the struggles of marginalized
communities and political revolution. This addition to the comparative study of classics
and science fiction reveals deep similarities between ancient and modern ways of
imagining the world-and emphasizes the prescience and ongoing importance of Mary
Shelley's immortal novel. As Frankenstein turns 200, its complex engagement with
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classical traditions is more significant than ever.
The text is accompanied by a wealth of carefully chosen backgroundmaterials and
essays. "Passages from Ancient Authors" includes selections from Homer's
Odyssey,Thucydides' account of the plague, and Euripedes' Phoenissae. The best of
ancient and modern criticism is represented, encouragingdiscussion from
psychological, religious, anthropological, dramatic,and literary perspectives. Under the
heading "Religion and Psychology" are included writings on theOedipus myth by Martin
P. Nilsson, Meyer Fortes, Gordon M. Kirkwood,Thalia Phillies Feldman, and Sigmund
Freud. The authors of the selections in "Criticism" are Aristotle, C. M. Bowra,R. C.
Jebb, S. M. Adams, A. J. A. Waldock, Albin Lesky, Werner Jaeger,Friedrich Nietzsche,
John Jones, D. W. Lucas, Bernard M. W. Knox,Cedric H. Whitman, Richmond
Lattimore, Robert Cohen, Francis Fergusson,and H. D. F. Kitto. The special question of
Oedipus's guilt or innocence is addressed inessays by J. T. Sheppard, Laszlo Versenyi,
P. H. Vellacott, E. R.Dodds, Thomas Gould, and Philip Wheelwright.
Mary Shelley's Frankenstein is one of the most influential and controversial novels of
the nineteenth century; it is also one of the most misunderstood and misinterpreted. It
has been vivisected critically by latter-day Victor Frankensteins who have transformed
the meanings emergent from the novel into monsters of post-modern misconception.
Meanwhile Franken-feminists have turned the novel into a monster of misanthropy.
Seldom has a work of fiction suffered so scandalously from the slings and arrows of
outrageous criticism. This critical edition, containing tradition-oriented essays by literary
scholars, refutes the errors and serves as an antidote to the poison that has
contaminated the critical understanding of this classic gothic novel. The Ignatius Critical
Editions represent a tradition-oriented alternative to popular textbook series such as the
Norton Critical Editions orOxford World Classics, and are designed to concentrate on
traditional readings of the Classics of world literature. While many modern critical
editions have succumbed to the fads of modernism and post-modernism, this series will
concentrate on tradition-oriented criticism of these great works. Edited by acclaimed
literary biographer, Joseph Pearce, the Ignatius Critical Editions will ensure that
traditional moral readings of the works are given prominence, instead of the feminist, or
deconstructionist readings that often proliferate in other series of 'critical editions'. As
such, they represent a genuine extension of consumer-choice, enabling educators,
students and lovers of good literature to buy editions of classic literary works without
having to 'buy into' the ideologies of secular fundamentalism. The series is ideal for
anyone wishing to understand great works of western civilization, enabling the modern
reader to enjoy these classics in the company of some of the finest literature professors
alive today. Edited by Joseph Pearce Contributors to this volume: Jo Bath Philip
Nielsen Joseph Pearce Thomas W. Stanford III Aaron Urbanczyk
"Because I'm teaching an intro-level course in comparative literature, this edition was
extremely helpful in showing the variety of critical approaches that they can take toward
a single text. The article on radical science also helped me compare Frankenstein to
Alasdair Gray's Poor Things. I highly recommend this edition of Frankenstein and will
use it in the future." -Joshua Beall, Rutgers University
Of all the literary forms, the novel is arguably the most discussed . . . and fretted over.
From Miguel de Cervantes's Don Quixote to the works of Jane Austen, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, and today's masters, the novel has grown with and
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adapted to changing societies and technologies, mixing tradition and innovation in
every age throughout history. Thomas C. Foster—the sage and scholar who ingeniously
led readers through the fascinating symbolic codes of great literature in his first book,
How to Read Literature Like a Professor—now examines the grammar of the popular
novel. Exploring how authors' choices about structure—point of view, narrative voice,
first page, chapter construction, character emblems, and narrative
(dis)continuity—create meaning and a special literary language, How to Read Novels
Like a Professor shares the keys to this language with readers who want to get more
insight, more understanding, and more pleasure from their reading.
In this adaptation of Melville's masterpiece, McCaughrean recounts the tale of the
obsessed Captain Ahab, as he pursues the great white whale--a creature as vast and
dangerous as the sea itself. 55 illustrations, 25 in color.
This gothic classic, “The Turn of the Screw” is one of the most famous ghost stories of
all time. On Christmas Eve, Douglas reads a manuscript written by a former
acquaintance, the governess, whom Douglas claims to have known and who is now
dead. The manuscript tells the story of how the young governess is hired by a man who
has become responsible for his young nephew and niece after the tragic deaths of their
parents. He is uninterested in raising the children. The governess’s new employer
gives her full responsibility for the young siblings and explicitly states that he is not to
be bothered with communications of any sort. Set in a remote estate this critically
acclaimed novella tells the tale of a governess who, looking after two children, becomes
convinced that the grounds are haunted. This story has been adapted many times for
film and television, most recently in The Turning (2020). Famed for its ability to create
an intimate sense of confusion and suspense, this novella is a must-read for all horror
and ghost story fans.
Presents the novel with annotations, related writings, and nineteenth- and twentiethcentury criticism
One of the four great tragedies—alongside Hamlet, King Lear, and Macbeth—Othello is
among the darkest of Shakespeare’s plays, illumining the shadows of the gloomiest
recesses of the human psyche and serving as a damning indictment of the world in
which it was written. A cautionary tale of the destructiveness of sin and the ruinous
consequences of bad philosophy, Othello seems to express Shakespeare’s rage at the
cynicism and brutality of the age in which he lived. From the Machiavellian menace of
Iago to the blind and prideful jealousy of Othello, this classic of world literature shows
us the shadow falling over a society that has turned its back on the light and life of
virtue. The Ignatius Critical Editions present a tradition-oriented approach to reading
Western classics. While many critical editions view literature through the lens of
modernism and post-modernism, this series offers critical examinations informed by the
Judeo-Christian heritage as passed down through the ages—the same heritage that
provided the crucible in which the great authors formed these classic works. Edited by
acclaimed literary biographer Joseph Pearce, the Ignatius Critical Editions provide
essays and footnotes that analyze works in light of the Western tradition, allowing the
reader to meet the authors in their element. The series is ideal for academic study and
for anyone wishing to understand the great literary works of Western civilization in the
company of some of the finest literature professors alive today.
Includes the unabridged text of Shelley's classic novel plus a complete study guide that
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features chapter-by-chapter summaries, explanations and discussions of the plot,
question-and-answer sections, author biography, historical background, and more.
The original 1818 text of Mary Shelley's classic novel, with annotations and essays
highlighting its scientific, ethical, and cautionary aspects. Mary Shelley's Frankenstein
has endured in the popular imagination for two hundred years. Begun as a ghost story
by an intellectually and socially precocious eighteen-year-old author during a cold and
rainy summer on the shores of Lake Geneva, the dramatic tale of Victor Frankenstein
and his stitched-together creature can be read as the ultimate parable of scientific
hubris. Victor, “the modern Prometheus,” tried to do what he perhaps should have left
to Nature: create life. Although the novel is most often discussed in literary-historical
terms—as a seminal example of romanticism or as a groundbreaking early work of
science fiction—Mary Shelley was keenly aware of contemporary scientific
developments and incorporated them into her story. In our era of synthetic biology,
artificial intelligence, robotics, and climate engineering, this edition of Frankenstein will
resonate forcefully for readers with a background or interest in science and
engineering, and anyone intrigued by the fundamental questions of creativity and
responsibility. This edition of Frankenstein pairs the original 1818 version of the
manuscript—meticulously line-edited and amended by Charles E. Robinson, one of the
world's preeminent authorities on the text—with annotations and essays by leading
scholars exploring the social and ethical aspects of scientific creativity raised by this
remarkable story. The result is a unique and accessible edition of one of the most
thought-provoking and influential novels ever written. Essays by Elizabeth Bear, Cory
Doctorow, Heather E. Douglas, Josephine Johnston, Kate MacCord, Jane Maienschein,
Anne K. Mellor, Alfred Nordmann
One of Alasdair Gray's most brilliant creations, Poor Things is a postmodern revision of
Frankenstein that replaces the traditional monster with Bella Baxter - a beautiful young
erotomaniac brought back to life with the brain of an infant. Godwin Baxter's scientific
ambition to create the perfect companion is realized when he finds the drowned body of
Bella, but his dream is thwarted by Dr. Archibald's McCandless's jealous love for
Baxter's creation. The hilarious tale of love and scandal that ensues would be "the
whole story" in the hands of a lesser author (which in fact it is, for this account is
actually written by Dr. McCandless). For Gray, though, this is only half the story, after
which Bella (a.k.a. Victoria McCandless) has her own say in the matter. Satirizing the
classic Victorian novel, Poor Things is a hilarious political allegory and a thoughtprovoking duel between the desires of men and the independence of women, from one
of Scotland's most accomplished authors. Alasdair Gray is the author of over a dozen
novels amd short story collections, including Lanark, 1982 Janine, and Unlikely Stories,
Mostly.
"Heart of Darkness follows the story of Charlie Marlow's time working on the Congo
River. In his attempts to aid Mr. Kurtz, the chief of the Inner Station, Marlow is
confronted with the cruel realities of European imperialism in Africa. This Norton Critical
Edition is based on the 1902 English first book publication. The text comes paired with
eplanatory footnotes, illustrations and photographs, and an introduction by the editor.
"Backgrounds and Contexts" explores the wide range of historical attitudes that
influenced the text, including essays on imperialism and the Congo, Nineteenth-Century
Attitudes Toward Race, Conrad in the Congo, and The Author on Art and Literature.
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"Criticism" examines a wide range of critical responses to the novella, which span from
Conrad's peers up until the twenty-first century. Essays from Chinua Achebe, Jeremy
Hawthorn, Hunt Hawkins, Ian Watts, J. Hillis Miller, and others have been carried over
from the previous edition. These classic essays are further supported by new material
from Benita Parry, Susan Jones, Richard J. Ruppel, Adriana Cavarero, Jeffrey Mathes
McCarthy, Urmila Seshagirl, and Nidesh Lawtoo. The collection of essays on film
adaptations of the novella has been completely revised to include essays by Robert L.
Carringer, Seymour Chatman, and Pamela Demory. A Chronology and revised
Selected Bibliography are also included."-Now at seventy-three volumes, this popular MLA series (ISSN 10591133) addresses a
broad range of literary texts. Each volume surveys teaching aids and critical material
and brings together essays that apply a variety of perspectives to teaching the text.
Upper-level undergraduate and graduate students, student teachers, education
specialists, and teachers in all humanities disciplines will find these volumes particularly
helpful.
"This Norton Critical Edition of In Memoriam features the profound nineteenth-century
poem by Victorian poet Alfred, Lord Tennyson, with editorial annotations. Written after
the passing of Tennyson's close friend Arthur Henry Hallam, the poem addresses
themes of grief, death, and loss. The "Background and Contexts" section of this volume
provides a better look at the relationship between the two men along with literary
inspirations and scientific backgrounds for the poem itself. "Criticism" includes
contemporary reviews and modern critical readings, ranging from analysis of the
structure and genre of the poem to considerations of Tennyson's sexuality, materiality,
and views on scientific challenges to faith. A chronology and selected bibliography are
also included"-In pairing these two famous gothic science fiction novels for the first time, this volume
provides a rare opportunity to explore numerous topics common to both texts, such as
the nature of the human and the limits and promises of the proliferating natural
sciences in the 19th century. Additional works include writings by other 19th-century
authors (including Darwin, Huxley, and Tennyson) and modern critics.
This eBook features the unabridged text of ‘Frankenstein by Mary Shelley - Delphi
Classics (Illustrated)’ from the bestselling edition of ‘The Complete Works of Mary
Shelley’. Having established their name as the leading publisher of classic literature
and art, Delphi Classics produce publications that are individually crafted with superior
formatting, while introducing many rare texts for the first time in digital print. The Delphi
Classics edition of Shelley includes original annotations and illustrations relating to the
life and works of the author, as well as individual tables of contents, allowing you to
navigate eBooks quickly and easily. eBook features: * The complete unabridged text of
‘Frankenstein by Mary Shelley - Delphi Classics (Illustrated)’ * Beautifully illustrated
with images related to Shelley’s works * Individual contents table, allowing easy
navigation around the eBook * Excellent formatting of the textPlease visit
www.delphiclassics.com to learn more about our wide range of titles
FrankensteinThe 1818 Text, Contexts, CriticismW. W. Norton
Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus is an 1818 novel written by English author
Mary Shelley. Frankenstein tells the story of Victor Frankenstein, a young scientist who
creates a sapient creature in an unorthodox scientific experiment. Shelley started
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writing the story when she was 18, and the first edition was published anonymously in
London on 1 January 1818, when she was 20. Her name first appeared in the second
edition, which was published in Paris in 1821. Shelley travelled through Europe in 1815
along the river Rhine in Germany, stopping in Gernsheim, 17 kilometres (11 mi) away
from Frankenstein Castle, where two centuries before, an alchemist engaged in
experiments.She then journeyed to the region of Geneva, Switzerland, where much of
the story takes place. Galvanism and occult ideas were topics of conversation among
her companions, particularly her lover and future husband Percy B. Shelley. In 1816,
Mary, Percy and Lord Byron had a competition to see who could write the best horror
story.After thinking for days, Shelley was inspired to write Frankenstein after imagining
a scientist who created life and was horrified by what he had made.
This collection of essays and reviews represents the most significant and
comprehensive writing on Shakespeare's A Comedy of Errors. Miola's edited work also
features a comprehensive critical history, coupled with a full bibliography and
photographs of major productions of the play from around the world. In the collection,
there are five previously unpublished essays. The topics covered in these new essays
are women in the play, the play's debt to contemporary theater, its critical and
performance histories in Germany and Japan, the metrical variety of the play, and the
distinctly modern perspective on the play as containing dark and disturbing elements.
To compliment these new essays, the collection features significant scholarship and
commentary on The Comedy of Errors that is published in obscure and difficulty
accessible journals, newspapers, and other sources. This collection brings together
these essays for the first time.
More than 200 years after it was first published, Mary Shelley's Frankenstein has stood
the test of time as a gothic masterpiece--a classic work of horror that blurs the line
between man and monster. "If I cannot inspire love, I will cause fear." For centuries, the
story of Victor Frankenstein and the monster he created has held readers spellbound.
On the surface, it is a novel of tense and steadily mounting dread. On a more profound
level, it illuminates the triumph and tragedy of the human condition in its portrayal of a
scientist who oversteps the bounds of conscience, and of a creature tortured by the
solitude of a world in which he does not belong. A novel of almost hallucinatory
intensity, Mary Shelley's Frankenstein represents one of the most striking flowerings of
the Romantic imagination.
Mary Shelley began writing Frankenstein when she was only eighteen. At once a
Gothic thriller, a passionate romance, and a cautionary tale about the dangers of
science, Frankenstein tells the story of committed science student Victor Frankenstein.
Obsessed with discovering the cause of generation and life and bestowing animation
upon lifeless matter, Frankenstein assembles a human being from stolen body parts
but; upon bringing it to life, he recoils in horror at the creature's hideousness.
Tormented by isolation and loneliness, the once-innocent creature turns to evil and
unleashes a campaign of murderous revenge against his creator,
Frankenstein.Frankenstein, an instant bestseller and an important ancestor of both the
horror and science fiction genres, not only tells a terrifying story, but also raises
profound, disturbing questions about the very nature of life and the place of humankind
within the cosmos: What does it mean to be human? What responsibilities do we have
to each other? How far can we go in tampering with Nature? In our age, filled with news
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of organ donation genetic engineering, and bio-terrorism, these questions are more
relevant than ever.

Sixteen original essays by leading scholars on Mary Shelley's novel provide an
introduction to Frankenstein and its various critical contexts.
Revised to reflect critical trends of the past 15 years, the third iteration of this
widely adopted critical edition presents the 1831 text of Mary Shelley’s English
Romantic novel along with critical essays that introduce students to Frankenstein
from contemporary psychoanalytic, Marxist, feminist, gender/queer, postcolonial,
and cultural studies perspectives. The text and essays are complemented by
contextual documents, introductions (with bibliographies), and a glossary of
critical and theoretical terms. In the third edition, three of the six essays are new,
representing recent gender/queer, postcolonial, and cultural theories. The
contextual documents have been significantly revised to include many images of
Frankenstein from contemporary popular culture.
The best-selling student edition on the market, now available in a Second Edition.
Almost two centuries after its publication, Frankenstein remains an indisputably
classic text and Mary Shelley’s finest work. This extensively revised Norton
Critical Edition includes new texts and illustrative materials that convey the
enduring global conversation about Frankenstein and its author. The text is that
of the 1818 first edition, published in three volumes by Lackington, Hughes,
Harding, Mavor, and Jones. It is accompanied by an expansive new preface,
explanatory annotations, a map of Geneva and its environs, and seven
illustrations, five of them new to the Second Edition. Context is provided in three
supporting sections: “Circumstance, Influence, Composition, Revision,”
“Reception, Impact, Adaptation,” and “Sources, Influences, Analogues.” Among
the Second Edition’s new inclusions are historical-cultural studies by Susan
Tyler Hitchcock, William St. Clair, and Elizabeth Young; Chris Baldrick on the
novel’s reception; and David Pirie on the novel’s many film adaptations. Related
excerpts from the Bible and from John Milton’s Paradise Lost are now included,
as is Charles Lamb’s poem “The Old Familiar Faces.” “Criticism” collects
sixteen major interpretations of Frankenstein, nine of them new to the Second
Edition. The new contributors are Peter Brooks, Bette London, Garrett Stewart,
James. A. W. Heffernan, Patrick Brantlinger, Jonathan Bate, Anne Mellor, Jane
Goodall, and Christa Knellwolf. A Chronology and Selected Bibliography are also
included.
This Norton Critical Edition reprints the authoritative Wesleyan text of Joseph
Andrews, edited by Martin Battestin.
A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice Selection "The most exciting
and definitive collection of Lovecraft's work out there." –Danielle Trussoni, New
York Times Book Review No lover of gothic literature will want to be without this
literary keepsake, the final volume of Leslie Klinger’s tour-de-force chronicle of
Lovecraft’s canon. In 2014, The New Annotated H. P. Lovecraft was published to
widespread acclaim— vaunted as a “treasure trove” (Joyce Carol Oates) for
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Lovecraft aficionados and general readers, alike. Hailed by Harlan Ellison as an
“Olympian landmark of modern gothic literature,” the volume included twenty-two
of Lovecraft’s original stories. Now, in this final volume, best- selling author
Leslie S. Klinger reanimates twenty-five additional stories, the balance of
Lovecraft’s significant fiction, including “Rats in the Wall,” a post– World War I
story about the terrors of the past, and the newly contextualized “The Horror at
Red Hook,” which recently has been adapted by best- selling novelist Victor
LaValle. In following Lovecraft’s own literary trajectory, readers can witness his
evolution from Rhode Island critic to prescient literary genius whose titanic
influence would only be appreciated decades after his death. Including hundreds
of eye- opening annotations and dozens of rare images, Beyond Arkham finally
provides the complete picture of Lovecraft’s unparalleled achievements in fiction.
Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus is a novel written by English author
Mary Shelley (1797-1851) that tells the story of Victor Frankenstein, a young
scientist who creates a hideous sapient creature in an unorthodox scientific
experiment. Shelley started writing the story when she was 18, and the first
edition was published anonymously in London on 1 January 1818, when she was
20.[2] Her name first appeared on the second edition, published in
The Norton Critical Edition of Pride and Prejudice has been revised to reflect the
most current scholarly approaches to Austen’s most widely read novel. The text
is that of the 1813 first edition, accompanied by revised and expanded
explanatory annotations. This Norton Critical Edition also includes: · Biographical
portraits of Austen by members of her family and, new to the Fourth Edition,
those by Jon Spence (Becoming Jane Austen) and Paula Byrne (The Real Jane
Austen: A Life in Small Things). · Fourteen critical essays, eleven of them new to
the Fourth Edition, reflecting the finest current scholarship. Contributors include
Janet Todd, Andrew Elfenbein, Felicia Bonaparte, and Tiffany Potter, among
others. · “Writers on Austen”—a new section of brief comments by Mark Twain,
Virginia Woolf, Henry James, and others. · A Chronology and revised and
expanded Selected Bibliography.
Wollstonecraft, Mary; Lamb, Mary; Wordsworth, Dorothy; Scoft, Walter.
D.L. Macdonald and Kathleen Scherf’s edition of Frankenstein has been widely
acclaimed as an outstanding edition of the novel—for the general reader and the
student as much as for the scholar. The editors use as their copy-text the original
1818 version, and detail in an appendix all of Shelley’s later revisions. They also
include a range of contemporary documents that shed light on the historical
context from which this unique masterpiece emerged. New to this edition is a
discussion of Percy Shelley’s role in contributing to the first draft of the novel.
Recent scholarship has provoked considerable interest in the degree to which
Percy Shelley contributed to Mary Shelley’s original text, and this edition’s
updated introduction discusses this scholarship. A new appendix also includes
Lord Byron’s “A Fragment” and John William Polidori’s The Vampyre, works
that are engaging in their own right and that also add further insights into the
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literary context of Frankenstein.
For all the scholarship devoted to Mary Shelley's English novel Frankenstein,
there has been surprisingly little attention paid to its role in American culture, and
virtually none to its racial resonances in the United States. In Black Frankenstein,
Elizabeth Young identifies and interprets the figure of a black American
Frankenstein monster as it appears with surprising frequency throughout
nineteenth- and twentieth-century U.S. culture, in fiction, film, essays, oratory,
painting, and other media, and in works by both whites and African Americans.
Black Frankenstein stories, Young argues, effect four kinds of racial critique: they
humanize the slave; they explain, if not justify, black violence; they condemn the
slaveowner; and they expose the instability of white power. The black
Frankenstein's monster has served as a powerful metaphor for reinforcing racial
hierarchy—and as an even more powerful metaphor for shaping anti-racist
critique. Illuminating the power of parody and reappropriation, Black Frankenstein
tells the story of a metaphor that continues to matter to literature, culture,
aesthetics, and politics.
Mary Shelley's deceptively simple story of Victor Frankenstein and the creature
he brings to life, first published in 1818, is now more widely read—and more
widely discussed by scholars—than any other work of the Romantic period. From
the creature's creation to his wild lament over the dead body of his creator in the
Arctic wastes, the story retains its narrative hold on the reader even as it spins off
ideas in rich profusion. Macdonald and Scherf's edition of Frankenstein has been
widely acclaimed as an outstanding edition of the novel—for the general reader
and the student as much as for the scholar. The editors use as their copy-text the
original 1818 version, and detail in an appendix all of Shelley's later revisions.
They also include a range of contemporary documents that shed light on the
historical context from which this unique masterpiece emerged. Macdonald and
Scherf have now revised and updated their introduction, notes and bibliography,
and have added new documents (including a review of Frankenstein by Percy
Shelley).
In his award-winning translation, Charles Martin combines fidelity to Ovid’s text
with verse that catches the speed and liveliness of the original. Ovid’s epic
poem—whose theme of change has resonated throughout the ages—is one of the
most important texts of Western imagination, an inspiration from Dante’s time to
the present, when writers such as Salman Rushdie and Italo Calvino have found
a living source in Ovid’s work. The text is accompanied by a preface, A Note on
the Translation, and detailed explanatory annotations. “Sources and
Backgrounds” includes Seneca’s inspired commentary on Ovid, Charles
Martin’s essay on the ways in which pantomimic dancing—an art form popular in
Ovid’s time—may have been the model for Metamorphoses, as well as related
works by Virgil, Callimachus, Hesiod, and Lucretius, among others. From the
enormous body of scholarly writing on Metamorphoses, Charles Martin has
chosen six major interpretations by Bernard Knox, J. R. R. Mackail, Norman O.
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Brown, Italo Calvino, Frederick Ahl, and Diane Middlebrook. A Glossary of
Persons, Places, and Personifications in the Metamorphoses and a Chronology
and Selected Bibliography are also included.
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