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Since 1989, with the publication of Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for Mathematics by
the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, standards have been at the forefront of the
education reform movement in the United States. The mathematics standards, which were
revised in 2000, have been joined by standards in many subjects, including the National
Research Council's National Science Education Standards published in 1996 and the
Standards for Technical Literacy issued by the International Technology Education Association
in 2000. There is no doubt that standards have begun to influence the education system. The
question remains, however, what the nature of that influence is and, most importantly, whether
standards truly improve student learning. To answer those questions, one must begin to
examine the ways in which components of the system have been influenced by the standards.
Investigating the Influence of Standards provides a framework to guide the design, conduct,
and interpretation of research regarding the influences of nationally promulgated standards in
mathematics, science, and technology education on student learning. Researchers and
consumers of research such as teachers, teacher educators, and administrators will find the
framework useful as they work toward developing an understanding of the influence of
standards.
This book discusses biological, cognitive, educational, sociological, and interactive to discuss
the nature of learning disabilities, its origins, its diagnosis, and effective remediation. It
emphasizes the development of ideas as the motor forces behind the economic policies.
Exploring the unique challenges of vocational education, this book provides simple and
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straightforward advice on how to teach English Language Learners in today's Career and
Technical Education programs. The authors' teaching framework and case studies draw from
common settings in which career and technical educators find themselves working with
ELLs—in the classroom, in the laboratory or workshop, and in work-based learning settings. By
integrating CTE and academic instruction, and embedding career development activities
across the curriculum, readers will gain a better understanding of the challenges of teaching
occupationally-oriented content to a diverse group of learners in multiples settings.
This book connects seminal work in affect research and moves forward to provide a
developing perspective on affect as the “decisive variable” of the mathematics classroom. In
particular, the book contributes and investigates new conceptual frameworks and new
methodological ‘tools’ in affect research and introduces the new field of ‘collectives’ to
explore affect systems in diverse settings. Investigated by internationally renowned scholars,
the book is build up in three dimensions. The first part of the book provides an overview of
selected theoretical frames - theoretical lenses - to study the mosaic of relationships and
interactions in the field of affect. In the second part the theory is enriched by empirical research
studies and provides relevant findings in terms of developing deeper understandings of
individuals’ and collectives’ affective systems in mathematics education. Here pupil and
teacher beliefs and affect systems are examined more closely. The final part investigates the
methodological tools used and needed in affect research. How can the different
methodological designs contribute data which help us to develop better understandings of
teachers’ and pupils’ affect systems for teaching and learning mathematics and in which ways
are knowledge and affect related?
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In this book, scholars around Europe reflect on the changing role of religious education in a
time of growing pluralism in Europe and across the world. The various contributions from
different European countries (England and Wales, Germany, Netherlands, and Norway) focus
on the debate about the existing multicultural and multireligious situation in European societies.
Difference and diversity, especially of religion, is seen as a challenge for education in Europe.
The chapters mention trends and common challenges for religious education. As a key term of
religious education "religious competence" is introduced. It includes the ability to deal with
religious pluralism and differences in a constructive way. It is argued that contextual religious
education facilitates a new religious competence. The book also contains detailed information
about current developments in the field of religious education in some European countries.
A practical guide & reference manual, Teaching Music to Students with Special Needs
addresses special needs in the broadest possible sense to equip teachers with proven,
research-based curricular strategies that are grounded in both best practice and current
special education law. Chapters address the full range of topics and issues music educators
face including parental involvement, student anxiety, field trips and performances, and
assessment strategies. The book concludes with an up-to-date section of resources and
technology information.
This thought-provoking collection examines the challenge of teacher shortages that is of
international concern. It presents multiple perspectives, and explores the commonalities and
differences in approaches from around the world to understand possible solutions for the
current teacher workforce crisis. Acknowledging that solutions to attract and retain teachers
vary by country, region and in some cases locality, the contributors scrutinise a range of
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workforce planning interventions at local and government level, including financial incentives
and early career support. The book draws on different perspectives to understand a range of
problems that negatively affect teacher recruitment and retention, unpicking key challenges,
including links between the disadvantages of location and access to teachers for coastal and
rural schools, rising pupil numbers, declining school budgets and the role of professional
learning in raising teacher status. Abundant in critiques, research-informed positions and
context-specific discussions about the impact of teacher workforce supply and shortages, this
book will be valuable reading for teacher educators, educational leaders, education policy
makers and academics in the field.
Praise for How Learning Works "How Learning Works is the perfect title for this excellent book.
Drawing upon new research in psychology, education, and cognitive science, the authors have
demystified a complex topic into clear explanations of seven powerful learning principles. Full
of great ideas and practical suggestions, all based on solid research evidence, this book is
essential reading for instructors at all levels who wish to improve their students' learning."
—Barbara Gross Davis, assistant vice chancellor for educational development, University of
California, Berkeley, and author, Tools for Teaching "This book is a must-read for every
instructor, new or experienced. Although I have been teaching for almost thirty years, as I read
this book I found myself resonating with many of its ideas, and I discovered new ways of
thinking about teaching." —Eugenia T. Paulus, professor of chemistry, North Hennepin
Community College, and 2008 U.S. Community Colleges Professor of the Year from The
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and the Council for Advancement and
Support of Education "Thank you Carnegie Mellon for making accessible what has previously
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been inaccessible to those of us who are not learning scientists. Your focus on the essence of
learning combined with concrete examples of the daily challenges of teaching and clear tactical
strategies for faculty to consider is a welcome work. I will recommend this book to all my
colleagues." —Catherine M. Casserly, senior partner, The Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching "As you read about each of the seven basic learning principles in
this book, you will find advice that is grounded in learning theory, based on research evidence,
relevant to college teaching, and easy to understand. The authors have extensive knowledge
and experience in applying the science of learning to college teaching, and they graciously
share it with you in this organized and readable book." —From the Foreword by Richard E.
Mayer, professor of psychology, University of California, Santa Barbara; coauthor, e-Learning
and the Science of Instruction; and author, Multimedia Learning
Progress in literacy and learning, especially through universal primary education, has done
more to advance human conditions than perhaps any other policy. Our generation has the
possibility of becoming the first generation ever to offer all children access to good quality
basic education. But it will only happen if we have the political commitment -- at the country as
well as at the international level -- to give priority to achieve this first in human history. And it
will only happen if also those who cannot afford to pay school fees can benefit from a complete
cycle of good quality primary education. Investment in good quality fee-free primary education
should be a cornerstone in any government's poverty reduction strategy.
The CEFR Companion volume broadens the scope of language education. It reflects academic
and societal developments since the publication of the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR) and updates the 2001 version. It owes much to the
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contributions of members of the language teaching profession across Europe and beyond. This
volume contains: ? an explanation of the key aspects of the CEFR for teaching and learning; ?
a complete set of updated CEFR descriptors that replaces the 2001 set with: - modalityinclusive and gender-neutral descriptors; - added detail on listening and reading; - a new
Pre–A1 level, plus enriched description at A1 and C levels; - a replacement scale for
phonological competence; - new scales for mediation, online interaction and
plurilingual/pluricultural competence; - new scales for sign language competence; ? a short
report on the four-year development, validation and consultation processes. The CEFR
Companion volume represents another step in a process of engagement with language
education that has been pursued by the Council of Europe since 1971 and which seeks to: ?
promote and support the learning and teaching of modern languages; ? enhance intercultural
dialogue, and thus mutual understanding, social cohesion and democracy; ? protect linguistic
and cultural diversity in Europe; and ? promote the right to quality education for all.
First released in the Spring of 1999, How People Learn has been expanded to show how the
theories and insights from the original book can translate into actions and practice, now making
a real connection between classroom activities and learning behavior. This edition includes farreaching suggestions for research that could increase the impact that classroom teaching has
on actual learning. Like the original edition, this book offers exciting new research about the
mind and the brain that provides answers to a number of compelling questions. When do
infants begin to learn? How do experts learn and how is this different from non-experts? What
can teachers and schools do-with curricula, classroom settings, and teaching methods--to help
children learn most effectively? New evidence from many branches of science has significantly
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added to our understanding of what it means to know, from the neural processes that occur
during learning to the influence of culture on what people see and absorb. How People Learn
examines these findings and their implications for what we teach, how we teach it, and how we
assess what our children learn. The book uses exemplary teaching to illustrate how
approaches based on what we now know result in in-depth learning. This new knowledge calls
into question concepts and practices firmly entrenched in our current education system. Topics
include: How learning actually changes the physical structure of the brain. How existing
knowledge affects what people notice and how they learn. What the thought processes of
experts tell us about how to teach. The amazing learning potential of infants. The relationship
of classroom learning and everyday settings of community and workplace. Learning needs and
opportunities for teachers. A realistic look at the role of technology in education.
Learning by Doing" is about the history of experimentation in science education. The teaching
of science through experiments and observation is essential to the natural sciences and its
pedagogy. These have been conducted as both demonstration or as student exercises. The
experimental method is seen as giving the student vital competence, skills and experiences,
both at the school and at the university level. This volume addresses the historical
development of experiments in science education, which has been largely neglected so far.
The contributors of "Learning by Doing" pay attention to various aspects ranging from
economic aspects of instrument making for science teaching, to the political meanings of
experimental science education from the 17th to the 20th century. This collected volume opens
the field for further debate by emphasizing the importance of experiments for both, historians of
science and science educators. [Présentation de l'éditeur].
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How People LearnBrain, Mind, Experience, and School: Expanded EditionNational Academies
Press
This book developed out of the editors' longstanding interest in the retraining of traumatically
brain-damaged adults and the management of their behavior by family members. A search for
relevant experimental evidence to support the clinical use of behavioral principles for retrain
ing, which began in 1977, turned up little empirical support. Moreover, the literature on
retraining was dispersed among a variety of journals published in various countries. Nowhere
was there a compendium of literature that addressed issues of assessment and retraining.
There was no place to turn if one wanted to move from a standard neuropsy chological
evaluation to the retraining of skill deficits revealed in the evaluation. We have attempted to
edit a book that represents what we had hoped to find in the literature and could be used by
professionals in clinical psychology, clinical neuropsychology, rehabilitation medicine, physical
therapy, speech therapy, and other disciplines that address rehabilitation of brain-damaged
adults-a book that addresses assess ment and rehabilitation issues and is sufficiently detailed
to offer the reader a starting point in developing behavioral assessment and re habilitation
programs. The book contains conceptual foundations, re views of research, descriptions of
successful rehabilitation programs, and relatively detailed approaches to the retraining of
specific skills. A shift from an assessment-based practice to one encompassing both
prescriptive assessment and treatment has become a recognized transition in the
neuropsychological literature and was best articulated in an article by Gerald Goldstein in
March of 1979.
Integrating Critical and Contextual Studies in Art and Design examines the relationship
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between two aspects of art education that appear at times inseparable or even
indistinguishable, and at others isolated and in conflict: Critical and Contextual Studies (CCS)
and studio practice. Underpinned by international contexts, this book is rooted in British art and
design education and draws upon contemporary case studies of teaching and learning in postcompulsory settings in order to analyse and illustrate identities and practices of CCS and its
integration. The chapters in this book are divided into three sections that build on one another:
‘Discourse and debate’; ‘Models, types and tensions’; and ‘Proposals and
recommendations’. Key issues include: knowledge hierarchies and subject histories and
identities; constructions of ‘theory’ and the symbiotic relationship between theory and
practice; models and practices of CCS within current post-compulsory British art and design
education; the reification of ubiquitous terms in the fields of art and design and of education:
intuition and integration; approaches to curriculum integration, including design and
management; and suggestions for integrating CCS in art and design courses, including
implications for pedagogy and assessment. Integrating Critical and Contextual Studies in Art
and Design offers a comprehensive analysis of the current drive towards integration within art
education, and elucidates what we understand by the theory and practice of integration. It
explores the history, theory, teaching and student experience of CCS, and will be of interest to
lecturers, teachers and pedagogues involved in art and design as well as researchers and
students of art education.
This book takes a fresh look at programs for advanced studies for high school students in the
United States, with a particular focus on the Advanced Placement and the International
Baccalaureate programs, and asks how advanced studies can be significantly improved in
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general. It also examines two of the core issues surrounding these programs: they can have a
profound impact on other components of the education system and participation in the
programs has become key to admission at selective institutions of higher education. By looking
at what could enhance the quality of high school advanced study programs as well as what
precedes and comes after these programs, this report provides teachers, parents, curriculum
developers, administrators, college science and mathematics faculty, and the educational
research community with a detailed assessment that can be used to guide change within
advanced study programs.

Our schools and colleges have never done so much to
This book deals with the effects of three different learning contexts mainly on
adult, but also on adolescent, learners’ language acquisition. The three contexts
brought together in the monograph include i) a conventional instructed second
language acquisition (ISLA) environment, in which learners receive formal
instruction in English as a Foreign Language (EFL); ii) a Study Abroad (SA)
context, which learners experience during mobility programmes, when the target
language is no longer a foreign but a second language learnt in a naturalistic
context; iii) the immersion classroom, also known as an integrated content and
language (ICL) setting, in which learners are taught content subjects through the
medium of the target language—more often than not English, used as the Lingua
Franca (ELF). The volume examines how these contexts change language
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learners’ linguistic performance, and also non-linguistic, that is, it throws light on
how motivation, sense of identity, interculturality, international ethos, and
affective factors develop. To our knowledge, no publication exists which places
the three contexts on focus in this monograph along a continuum, as suggested
in Pérez-Vidal (2011, 2014), with SA as ‘the most naturalistic’ context on one
extreme, ISLA on the other, and ICL somewhere in between, while framing them
all as international classrooms. Concerning target languages, the nine chapters
included in the volume analyze English, and one chapter deals with Spanish, as
the target language. As for target countries in SA programmes, data include
England, Ireland, France, Germany, and Spain in Europe, but also Canada,
China, and Australia. While the main bulk of the chapters deal with tertiary level
language learners, a language learning population which has received less
attention by research thus far, one chapter deals with adolescent learners.
Carmen Pérez-Vidal, Sonia López, Jennifer Ament and Dakota Thomas-Wilhelm
all served on the organizing committee for the EUROSLA workshop held at the
Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona, in May 2016. It is from this workshop that
this monograph was inspired
Most environmental learning takes place outside of the formal education system,
but our understanding of how this learning actually occurs is in its infancy. By
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surfing the internet, watching nature documentaries, and visiting parks, forests,
marine sanctuaries, and zoos, people make active choices to learn about various
aspects of their environment every day. Free-Choice Learning and the
Environment explores the theoretical foundations of free-choice environmental
education, the practical implications for applying theory to the education of
learners of all ages, and the policy implications for creating new and sustainable
environmental education opportunities.
Currently, many states are adopting the Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS) or are revising their own state standards in ways that reflect the NGSS.
For students and schools, the implementation of any science standards rests with
teachers. For those teachers, an evolving understanding about how best to teach
science represents a significant transition in the way science is currently taught in
most classrooms and it will require most science teachers to change how they
teach. That change will require learning opportunities for teachers that reinforce
and expand their knowledge of the major ideas and concepts in science, their
familiarity with a range of instructional strategies, and the skills to implement
those strategies in the classroom. Providing these kinds of learning opportunities
in turn will require profound changes to current approaches to supporting
teachers' learning across their careers, from their initial training to continuing
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professional development. A teacher's capability to improve students' scientific
understanding is heavily influenced by the school and district in which they work,
the community in which the school is located, and the larger professional
communities to which they belong. Science Teachers' Learning provides
guidance for schools and districts on how best to support teachers' learning and
how to implement successful programs for professional development. This report
makes actionable recommendations for science teachers' learning that take a
broad view of what is known about science education, how and when teachers
learn, and education policies that directly and indirectly shape what teachers are
able to learn and teach. The challenge of developing the expertise teachers need
to implement the NGSS presents an opportunity to rethink professional learning
for science teachers. Science Teachers' Learning will be a valuable resource for
classrooms, departments, schools, districts, and professional organizations as
they move to new ways to teach science.
This book re-examines the 'distributed' social and cultural contextual factors that
affect human cognition.
This edited volume brings together 10 cutting-edge empirical studies on the
realities of English language learning, teaching and testing in a wide range of
global contexts where English is an additional language. It covers three themes:
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learners’ development of interactional competence, the organization of teaching
and testing practices, and sociocultural and ideological forces that may impact
classroom interaction. With a decided focus on English-as-a-Foreign-Language
contexts, the studies involve varied learner populations, from children to young
adults to adults, in different learning environments around the world. The insights
gained will be of interest to EFL professionals, as well as teacher trainers,
policymakers and researchers.
"Exciting and engaging vocabulary instruction can set students on the path to a
lifelong fascination with words. This book provides a research-based framework
and practical strategies for vocabulary development with children from the
earliest grades through high school. The authors emphasize instruction that
offers rich information about words and their uses and enhances students'
language comprehension and production. Teachers are guided in selecting
words for instruction; developing student-friendly explanations of new words;
creating meaningful learning activities; and getting students involved in thinking
about, using, and noticing new words both within and outside the classroom.
Many concrete examples, sample classroom dialogues, and exercises for
teachers bring the material to life. Helpful appendices include suggestions for
trade books that help children enlarge their vocabulary and/or have fun with
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different aspects of words"-Contextual Teaching and Learning is an examination of a holistic approach to
education. The book provides its readers with a comprehensive definition of
Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL), discussing its origins and philosophy,
its basis in psychology, neuroscience, modern physics and biology. While
attitudes toward education are often shaped by popular views in science, author
Elaine B Johnson outlines the importance of integrating modern scientific
discoveries into current education practices. Contextual Teaching and Learning:
What It Is and Why It?s Here to Stay stresses interdependence, differentiation,
and self-organization as the principals that form CTL, as opposed to the dualism
between thought and action that plagues traditional views on education. Elaine B
Johnson illustrates the relationship between brain functions, memory retention,
and teaching methods, and the significance of incorporating real life examples in
lesson plans.
A groundswell of interest has led to significant advances in understanding and using Culturally
Responsive Arts Education to promote social justice and education. This landmark volume
provides a theoretical orientation to these endeavors. Examining a range of efforts across
different forms of art, various educational settings, and diverse contexts, it foregrounds the
assets of imagination, creativity, resilience, critique and cultural knowledge, working against
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prevailing understandings of marginalized groups as having deficits of knowledge, skills, or
culture. Emphasizing the arts as a way to make something possible, it explores and illustrates
the elements of social justice arts education as "a way out of no way" imposed by dominance
and ideology. A set of powerful demonstrations shows how this work looks in action.
Introductions to the book as a whole and to each section focus on how to use the chapters
pedagogically. The conclusion pulls back the chapters into theoretical and pedagogical context
and suggests what needs done to be done practically, empirically, and theoretically, for the
field to continue to develop.
This collaborative volume offers an in-depth portrait and valuable reference for the
development of clinical or school-embedded partnerships in teacher preparation by drawing on
the decades-long partnership between a university and set of schools in an urban
neighborhood. In the midst of a national movement towards partnership-based clinical teacher
education, this book explains and illustrates the roles, commitments, and collaborative
practices that have evolved. Divided into three parts, contributors outline the theory and
practice of the clinical teacher preparation model and its neighborhood focus, covering topics
such as: The social and institutional context of partnership development and teacher
education; Key collaborative and learning practices; Challenges and questions that have
emerged, and what can be learned from the experience. Written with voices of university
faculty, school educators, program graduates, and students from partner schools, Thomas Del
Prete offers a volume perfect for those looking to be inspired by an example of clinical teacher
education and partnership in an urban community and to learn what can be achieved with
conviction and perseverance over time.
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This book presents a comprehensive overview of extant literature on competence-based
vocational and professional education since the introduction of the competence concept in the
1950s. To structure the fi eld, the book distinguishes between three approaches to defi ning
competence, based on 1.functional behaviourism, 2. integrated occupationalism, and 3.
situated professionalism. It also distinguishes between two ways of operationalizing
competence: 1. behaviour-oriented generic, and 2. task-oriented specifi c competence. Lastly,
it identifi es three kinds of competencies, related to: 1. specific activities, 2. known jobs, and 3.
the unknown future. Competence for the unknown future must receive more attention, as our
world is rapidly evolving and there are many ‘glocal’ challenges which call for innovation and
a profound transformation of policies and practices. Th e book presents a range of diff erent
approaches to competence-based education, and demonstrates that competencebased
education is a worldwide innovation, which is institutionalized in various ways. It presents the
major theories and policies, specifi c components of educational systems, such as recognition,
accreditation, modelling and assessment, and developments in discipline-oriented and
transversal competence domains. Th e book concludes by synthesizing the diff erent
perspectives with the intention to contribute to further improving vocational and professional
education policy and practice. Joao Santos, Deputy Head of Unit C5, Vocational Training and
Adult Education, Directorate General for Employment, Social Aff airs and Inclusion, European
Commission: “This comprehensive work on competence-based education led by Martin
Mulder, provides an excellent and timely contribution to the current debate on a New Skills
Agenda for Europe, and the challenge of bridging the employment and education and training
worlds closer together. Th is book will infl uence our work aimed at improving the relevance of
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vocational education to support initial and continuing vocational education and training policy
and practice aimed at strengthening the key competencies for the 21st century.” Prof. Dr.
Reinhold Weiss, Deputy President and Head of the Research, Federal Institute for Vocational
Education and Training (BIBB), Bonn, Germany: “This book illustrates that the idea and
concept of competence is not only a buzzword in educational debates but key to innovative
pedagogical thinking as well as educational practice.” Prof. Dr. Johanna Lasonen, College of
Education, University of South Florida, Tampa, USA: "Competence-based Vocational and
Professional Education is one of the most important multi-disciplinary book in education and
training. Th is path-breaking book off ers a timely, rich and global perspective on the fi eld. Th
e book is a good resource for practitioners, policymakers and researchers."
There are many reasons to be curious about the way people learn, and the past several
decades have seen an explosion of research that has important implications for individual
learning, schooling, workforce training, and policy. In 2000, How People Learn: Brain, Mind,
Experience, and School: Expanded Edition was published and its influence has been wide and
deep. The report summarized insights on the nature of learning in school-aged children;
described principles for the design of effective learning environments; and provided examples
of how that could be implemented in the classroom. Since then, researchers have continued to
investigate the nature of learning and have generated new findings related to the neurological
processes involved in learning, individual and cultural variability related to learning, and
educational technologies. In addition to expanding scientific understanding of the mechanisms
of learning and how the brain adapts throughout the lifespan, there have been important
discoveries about influences on learning, particularly sociocultural factors and the structure of
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learning environments. How People Learn II: Learners, Contexts, and Cultures provides a
much-needed update incorporating insights gained from this research over the past decade.
The book expands on the foundation laid out in the 2000 report and takes an in-depth look at
the constellation of influences that affect individual learning. How People Learn II will become
an indispensable resource to understand learning throughout the lifespan for educators of
students and adults.
"For English teachers, literature is a beloved natural. This passion is our strength; it can also
be our Achilles' heel, if we do not understand how to channel our passion to serve 21st century
students." Jocelyn Chadwick and John Grassie explore how the familiar literature we love can
be taught in a way that not only engages students, but does so within the context of literacy
instruction which reflects the needs of today's students. They address complex questions
secondary English teachers wrangle with daily: where does literature live within the Common
Core's mandates? How can we embrace informational texts in our literature classrooms? And
most importantly, how can we help students recognize how canonical works are relevant to
them? Their solution is to create an integrated, side-by-side blend of canonical texts with works
of contemporary authors and multimedia resources which help build a bridge to literacy, and
provide the "here-and-now" students crave today. With examples of old and new texts and
resources being used together to address a myriad of themes and challenging questions, the
authors illustrate how to help students make connections between the literature and their own
lives. A toolbox of the authors' most often-used rubrics, templates and teacher resources is
included.
Disparities in educational attainment among population groups have characterized the United
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States throughout its history. Education is sometimes characterized as the "great equalizer,"
but to date, the country has not found ways to successfully address the adverse effects of
socioeconomic circumstances, prejudice, and discrimination that suppress performance for
some groups. To ensure that the pursuit of equity encompasses both the goals to which the
nation aspires for its children and the mechanisms to attain those goals, a revised set of equity
indicators is needed. Measures of educational equity often fail to account for the impact of the
circumstances in which students live on their academic engagement, academic progress, and
educational attainment. Some of the contextual factors that bear on learning include food and
housing insecurity, exposure to violence, unsafe neighborhoods, adverse childhood
experiences, and exposure to environmental toxins. Consequently, it is difficult to identify when
intervention is necessary and how it should function. A revised set of equity indicators should
highlight disparities, provide a way to explore potential causes, and point toward possible
improvements. Monitoring Educational Equity proposes a system of indicators of educational
equity and presents recommendations for implementation. This report also serves as a
framework to help policy makers better understand and combat inequity in the United States'
education system. Disparities in educational opportunities reinforce, and often amplify,
disparities in outcomes throughout people's lives. Thus, it is critical to ensure that all students
receive comprehensive supports that level the playing field in order to improve the well-being
of underrepresented individuals and the nation.
Easily design appropriate curricula with CURRICULUM IN CONTEXT! This guidebook for
teachers and curricula designers focuses on designing curriculum and instruction in the context
of contextual teaching and learning, a system that enables students to find meaning by
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connecting the content of the lesson with the context of their lives. With a practical focus and
numerous examples of designs created by actual teachers, this education text provides you
with the concepts and skills you need to make appropriate curricular and instructional
decisions for your own school and classroom. Important Notice: Media content referenced
within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
CURRICULUM IN CONTEXT is a guidebook for teachers and curriculum designers who are
preparing to write curricula for use in pre-K through 12 classrooms and post-secondary
settings. This text focuses on contextual teaching and learning (CTL), a system of instruction
that enables students to find meaning by connecting the content of the lesson with the context
of their lives. The book's practical focus provides teachers and administrators with the
concepts and skills they need to make curricular and instructional decisions appropriate for
their schools and classrooms. Author Leigh Chiarelott presents some of the most popular
models for curriculum development, beginning with the classic Tyler "4 questions," and leading
into more contemporary models, such as Wiggins and McTighe's "Backward Design." Unlike
other available texts, CURRICULUM IN CONTEXT treats the principles of contextual teaching
and learning as an integral element of the curriculum design process.
This book explores language teacher beliefs in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) reading
instruction in the context of Chinese university English instructors. Since the 1990s, there has
been a renewed interest on teacher beliefs in the domain of language teacher cognition.
However, most studies in this area aim at investigating the relationship between particular
aspects of teacher beliefs and classroom practices, largely ignoring the complexity of teacher
beliefs. This study explores the issue from an alternative perspective by conceptualizing
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teacher beliefs as a complex, dynamic and multi-faceted system. By adopting five rounds of
interview and four classroom observations, the year-long study reveals seven key features of
the belief system shared among six participants. It calls for the holistic, complex and insider
view to examine teacher beliefs in relation to the sociocultural and historical contexts where the
teachers work and live.
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 15th International Conference on
Developments in Language Theory, DLT 2011, held in Milano, Italy, in July 2011. The 34
regular papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from numerous submissions.
The volume also contains the papers or abstracts of 5 invited speakers, as well as a 2-page
abstract for each of the 7 poster papers. The topics covered include grammars, acceptors and
transducers for words, trees and graphs; algebraic theories of automata; codes; symbolic
dynamics; algorithmic, combinatorial and algebraic properties of words and languages;
decidability questions; applications of language theory, including: natural computing, image
manipulation and compression, text algorithms, cryptography, concurrency, complexity theory
and logic; cellular automata and multidimensional patterns; language theory aspects of
quantum computing and bio-computing.
Concludes that all American high school students must develop a new set of competencies
and foundation skills; that qualities of high performance that characterize the most competitive
companies must become the standard for the majority of all companies; and American schools
must be transformed into high-performance organizations in their own right. Describes the
skills and personal qualities that workers need in order to be competent, and the productive
use of resources, interpersonal skills, information, systems and technology by effective
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workers. Illustrated.
Education is a hot topic. From the stage of presidential debates to tonight's dinner table, it is an
issue that most Americans are deeply concerned about. While there are many strategies for
improving the educational process, we need a way to find out what works and what doesn't
work as well. Educational assessment seeks to determine just how well students are learning
and is an integral part of our quest for improved education. The nation is pinning greater
expectations on educational assessment than ever before. We look to these assessment tools
when documenting whether students and institutions are truly meeting education goals. But we
must stop and ask a crucial question: What kind of assessment is most effective? At a time
when traditional testing is subject to increasing criticism, research suggests that new, exciting
approaches to assessment may be on the horizon. Advances in the sciences of how people
learn and how to measure such learning offer the hope of developing new kinds of
assessments-assessments that help students succeed in school by making as clear as
possible the nature of their accomplishments and the progress of their learning. Knowing What
Students Know essentially explains how expanding knowledge in the scientific fields of human
learning and educational measurement can form the foundations of an improved approach to
assessment. These advances suggest ways that the targets of assessment-what students
know and how well they know it-as well as the methods used to make inferences about student
learning can be made more valid and instructionally useful. Principles for designing and using
these new kinds of assessments are presented, and examples are used to illustrate the
principles. Implications for policy, practice, and research are also explored. With the promise of
a productive research-based approach to assessment of student learning, Knowing What
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Students Know will be important to education administrators, assessment designers, teachers
and teacher educators, and education advocates.
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