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'Deeper, funnier, sadder and truer than a work of fiction has any right to be' Independent on Sunday 'Both a page-turner
and a work of art ... an almost perfectly written novel' Evening Standard This is the story of the Berglunds, their son Joey,
their daughter Jessica and their friend Richard Katz. It is about how we use and abuse our freedom; about the beginning
and ending of love; teenage lust; the unexpectedness of adult life; why we compete with our friends; how we betray those
closest to us; and why things almost never work out as they 'should'. It is a story about the human heart, and what it
leads us to do to ourselves and each other.
The climate change is coming. To prepare for it, we need to admit that we can’t prevent it.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW Notable Book “So funny, so sage and above
all so incandescently intelligent” (The Chicago Tribune), the New York Times bestseller Purity is a grand story of youthful
idealism, extreme fidelity, and murder, a daring and penetrating book from “the most intelligent novelist of [his]
generation” (The New Republic), Jonathan Franzen Young Pip Tyler doesn't know who she is. She knows that her real
name is Purity, that she's saddled with $130,000 in student debt, that she's squatting with anarchists in Oakland, and that
her relationship with her mother--her only family--is hazardous. But she doesn't have a clue who her father is, why her
mother chose to live as a recluse with an invented name, or how she'll ever have a normal life. Enter the Germans. A
glancing encounter with a German peace activist leads Pip to an internship in South America with The Sunlight Project,
an organization that traffics in all the secrets of the world--including, Pip hopes, the secret of her origins. TSP is the
brainchild of Andreas Wolf, a charismatic provocateur who rose to fame in the chaos following the fall of the Berlin Wall.
Now on the lam in Bolivia, Andreas is drawn to Pip for reasons she doesn't understand, and the intensity of her response
to him upends her conventional ideas of right and wrong. Purity is a grand story of youthful idealism, extreme fidelity, and
murder. The author of The Corrections and Freedom has imagined a world of vividly original characters--Californians and
East Germans, good parents and bad parents, journalists and leakers--and he follows their intertwining paths through
landscapes as contemporary as the omnipresent Internet and as ancient as the war between the sexes. Purity is the
most daring and penetrating book yet by one of the major writers of our time.
A frank and funny yet emotionally resonant tale set within a vivid work day world, from the author of Emily, Alone and
Henry, Himself--named a Best Book of the Year by The Washington Post, the San Francisco Chronicle, and
Entertainment Weekly A Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize Perched in the far corner of a run-down New
England mall, the Red Lobster hasn't been making its numbers and headquarters has pulled the plug. But manager
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Manny DeLeon still needs to navigate a tricky last shift--just four days before Christmas and in the midst of a fierce
blizzard--with a near-mutinous staff and the final onslaught of hungry retirees, lunatics, and holiday office parties. All the
while, he's wondering how to handle the waitress he's still in love with, his pregnant girlfriend, and where to find the
present that will make everything better. Stewart O'Nan has been called "the bard of the working class," and Last Night at
the Lobster is a poignant yet redemptive look at what a man does when he discovers that his best might not be good
enough.
Passionate, strong-minded nonfiction from the National Book Award-winning author of The Corrections Jonathan
Franzen's The Corrections was the best-loved and most-written-about novel of 2001. Nearly every in-depth review of it
discussed what became known as "The Harper's Essay," Franzen's controversial 1996 investigation of the fate of the
American novel. This essay is reprinted for the first time in How to be Alone, along with the personal essays and the deadon reportage that earned Franzen a wide readership before the success of The Corrections. Although his subjects range
from the sex-advice industry to the way a supermax prison works, each piece wrestles with familiar themes of Franzen's
writing: the erosion of civic life and private dignity and the hidden persistence of loneliness in postmodern, imperial
America. Recent pieces include a moving essay on his father's stuggle with Alzheimer's disease (which has already been
reprinted around the world) and a rueful account of Franzen's brief tenure as an Oprah Winfrey author. As a collection,
these essays record what Franzen calls "a movement away from an angry and frightened isolation toward an
acceptance--even a celebration--of being a reader and a writer." At the same time they show the wry distrust of the
claims of technology and psychology, the love-hate relationship with consumerism, and the subversive belief in the tragic
shape of the individual life that help make Franzen one of our sharpest, toughest, and most entertaining social critics.
A stunning reinvention of the myth of Narcissus as a modern novel of manners, about two young, well-heeled couples
whose parallel lives intertwine over the course of a summer, by a sharp new voice in fiction Wes and Diana are the kind
of privileged, well-educated, self-involved New Yorkers you may not want to like but can't help wanting to like you. With
his boyish good looks, blue-blood pedigree, and the recent tidy valuation of his tech startup, Wes would have made any
woman weak in the knees—any woman, that is, except perhaps his wife. Brilliant to the point of cunning, Diana possesses
her own arsenal of charms, handily deployed against Wes in their constant wars of will and rhetorical sparring. Vivien and
Dale live in Philadelphia, but with ties to the same prep schools and management consulting firms as Wes and Diana,
they’re of the same ilk. With a wedding date on the horizon and carefully curated life of coupledom, Vivien and Dale
make a picture-perfect pair on Instagram. But when Vivien becomes a visiting curator at The Metropolitan Museum of Art
just as Diana is starting a new consulting project in Philadelphia, the two couples’ lives cross and tangle. It’s the
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summer of 2015 and they’re all enraptured by one another and too engulfed in desire to know what they want—despite
knowing just how to act. In this wickedly fun debut, A. Natasha Joukovsky crafts an absorbing portrait of modern
romance, rousing real sympathy for these flawed characters even as she skewers them. Shrewdly observed, whip-smart,
and shot through with wit and good humor, The Portrait of a Mirror is a piercing exploration of narcissism, desire, selfdelusion, and the great mythology of love.
In the follow-up to her #1 bestselling memoir, A Stolen Life, Jaycee Dugard tells the story of her first experiences after
years in captivity: the joys that accompanied her newfound freedom and the challenges of adjusting to life on her own.
When Jaycee Dugard was eleven years old, she was abducted from a school bus stop within sight of her home in South
Lake Tahoe, California. She was missing for more than eighteen years, held captive by Philip and Nancy Garrido, and
gave birth to two daughters during her imprisonment. In A Stolen Life Jaycee told the story of her life from her abduction
in 1991 through her reappearance in 2009. Freedom: My Book of Firsts is about everything that happened next. “How do
you rebuild a life?” Jaycee asks. In these pages, she describes the life she never thought she would live to see: from her
first sight of her mother to her first time meeting her grownup sister, her first trip to the dentist to her daughters’ first day
of school, her first taste of champagne to her first hangover, her first time behind the wheel to her first speeding ticket,
and her first dance at a friend’s wedding to her first thoughts about the possibility of a future relationship. This raw and
inspiring book will remind you that there is, as Jaycee writes, “life after something tragic happens…Somehow, I still
believe that we each hold the key to our own happiness and you have to grab it where you can in whatever form it might
take.” Freedom is an awe-inspiring memoir about the power we all hold within ourselves.
Tom Spanbauer’s first novel in seven years is a love story triangle akin to The Marriage Plot and Freedom, only with a
gay main character who charms gays and straights alike. I Loved You More is a rich, expansive tale of love, sex, and
heartbreak, covering twenty-five years in the life of a striving, emotionally wounded writer. In New York, Ben forms a
bond of love with his macho friend and foil, Hank. Years later in Portland, a now ill Ben falls for Ruth, who provides the
care and devotion he needs, though they cannot find true happiness together. Then Hank reappears and meets Ruth,
and real trouble starts. Set against a world of struggling artists, the underground sex scene of New York in the 1980s, the
drab, confining Idaho of Ben’s youth, and many places in between, I Loved You More is the author’s most complex and
wise novel to date.
Patty, Walter et Richard, ou Les chemins de la liberté. Patty a décidé une fois pour toutes d’être la femme idéale. Mère
parfaite, épouse aimante et dévouée, cette ex-basketteuse ayant un faible pour les bad boys a fait, en l’épousant, le
bonheur de Walter Berglund, de St Paul (Minnesota). A eux deux, ils forment le couple « bobo » par excellence. En
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devenant madame Berglund, Patty a renoncé à bien des choses, et d’abord à son amour de jeunesse, Richard Katz, un
rocker dylanien qui se trouve être aussi le meilleur ami de Walter. Freedom raconte l’histoire de ce trio, et capture le
climat émotionnel, politique et moral des Etats-Unis de ces 30 dernières années, dans une tragi-comédie d’une
incroyable virtuosité. Comment vivre ? Comment s’orienter dans une époque qui semble devenue folle ? Jonathan
Franzen relève le défi et tente de répondre à cette question, avec cette histoire d’un mariage d’une implacable cruauté.
Freedom a bénéficié dès sa sortie d’une rumeur très favorable, et même avant, lorsque le magazine TIME daté du 23
août a consacré sa couverture à Jonathan Franzen (cela faisait tout juste 10 ans qu’un écrivain avait connu une telle
visibilité). La presse a tout de suite embrayé, avec des comptes rendus enthousiastes, notamment Michiko Kakutani, la
redoutée critique du New York Times. Et Oprah Winfrey a (finalement!) invité l’auteur à son show, qui est l’émission la
plus regardée aux U.S.A.
The National Book Award–winning author compiles a “thought-provoking volume” of essays by Joyce Carol Oates, Oliver Sacks, Jaquira
Diaz and others (Publishers Weekly). As Jonathan Franzen writes in his introduction, his main criterion for selecting The Best American
Essays 2016 “was whether an author had taken a risk.” The resulting volume showcases authorial risk in a variety of forms, from
championing an unpopular opinion to the possibility of ruining a professional career, or irrevocably alienating one’s family. What’s gained are
essential insights into aspects of the human condition that would otherwise remain concealed—from questions of queer identity, to the
experience of a sibling’s autism and relationships between students and college professors. The Best American Essays 2016 includes
entries by Alexander Chee, Paul Crenshaw, Jaquira Diaz, Laura Kipnis, Amitava Kaumar, Sebastian Junger, Joyce Carol Oates, Oliver
Sacks, George Steiner, Thomas Chatterton Williams, and others.
Jonathan Franzen's Freedom was the runaway most-discussed novel of 2010, an ambitious and searching engagement with life in America
in the twenty-first century. In The New York Times Book Review, Sam Tanenhaus proclaimed it "a masterpiece of American fiction" and
lauded its illumination, "through the steady radiance of its author's profound moral intelligence, [of] the world we thought we knew." In Farther
Away, which gathers together essays and speeches written mostly in the past five years, Franzen returns with renewed vigor to the themes,
both human and literary, that have long preoccupied him. Whether recounting his violent encounter with bird poachers in Cyprus, examining
his mixed feelings about the suicide of his friend and rival David Foster Wallace, or offering a moving and witty take on the ways that
technology has changed how people express their love, these pieces deliver on Franzen's implicit promise to conceal nothing. On a trip to
China to see first-hand the environmental devastation there, he doesn't omit mention of his excitement and awe at the pace of China's
economic development; the trip becomes a journey out of his own prejudice and moral condemnation. Taken together, these essays trace the
progress of unique and mature mind wrestling with itself, with literature, and with some of the most important issues of our day. Farther Away
is remarkable, provocative, and necessary.
FINALIST FOR THE 2017 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR FICTION Named a Best Book of 2017 by NPR, Entertainment Weekly, the Los
Angeles Times, BuzzFeed, Bustle, and Electric Literature “There was a time I would have called Lisa Ko’s novel beautifully written,
ambitious, and moving, and all of that is true, but it’s more than that now: if you want to understand a forgotten and essential part of the world
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we live in, The Leavers is required reading.” —Ann Patchett, author of Commonwealth Lisa Ko’s powerful debut, The Leavers, is the winner
of the 2016 PEN/Bellwether Prize for Fiction, awarded by Barbara Kingsolver for a novel that addresses issues of social justice. One morning,
Deming Guo’s mother, Polly, an undocumented Chinese immigrant, goes to her job at a nail salon—and never comes home. No one can find
any trace of her. With his mother gone, eleven-year-old Deming is left mystified and bereft. Eventually adopted by a pair of well-meaning
white professors, Deming is moved from the Bronx to a small town upstate and renamed Daniel Wilkinson. But far from all he’s ever known,
Daniel struggles to reconcile his adoptive parents’ desire that he assimilate with his memories of his mother and the community he left
behind. Told from the perspective of both Daniel—as he grows into a directionless young man—and Polly, Ko’s novel gives us one of fiction’s
most singular mothers. Loving and selfish, determined and frightened, Polly is forced to make one heartwrenching choice after another. Set in
New York and China, The Leavers is a vivid examination of borders and belonging. It’s a moving story of how a boy comes into his own
when everything he loves is taken away, and how a mother learns to live with the mistakes of the past.
Jonathan Franzen’s gift for wedding depth and vividness of character with breadth of social vision has never been more dazzlingly evident
than in Crossroads. It’s December 23, 1971, and heavy weather is forecast for Chicago. Russ Hildebrandt, the associate pastor of a liberal
suburban church, is on the brink of breaking free of a marriage he finds joyless—unless his wife, Marion, who has her own secret life, beats
him to it. Their eldest child, Clem, is coming home from college on fire with moral absolutism, having taken an action that will shatter his
father. Clem’s sister, Becky, long the social queen of her high-school class, has sharply veered into the counterculture, while their brilliant
younger brother Perry, who’s been selling drugs to seventh graders, has resolved to be a better person. Each of the Hildebrandts seeks a
freedom that each of the others threatens to complicate. Jonathan Franzen’s novels are celebrated for their unforgettably vivid characters
and for their keen-eyed take on contemporary America. Now, in Crossroads, Franzen ventures back into the past and explores the history of
two generations. With characteristic humor and complexity, and with even greater warmth, he conjures a world that resonates powerfully with
our own. A tour de force of interwoven perspectives and sustained suspense, its action largely unfolding on a single winter day, Crossroads is
the story of a Midwestern family at a pivotal moment of moral crisis. Jonathan Franzen’s gift for melding the small picture and the big picture
has never been more dazzlingly evident.
Oleg and Nikola—hustlers, entrepreneurs, ambassadors of capitalism—have come to the town of N to build an obsolete turbine, never mind
why. Enlisting the help of former engineer Sobotka, they reopen the old turbine factory, preaching the gospel of “self-organization” and
bringing new life to the depressed post-communist town. But as the project spins out of control, Oleg and Nikola find themselves increasingly
entangled with the locals, for whom this return to past prosperity brings bitter reckonings and reunions. At once a savage sendup of our
current political moment and a rueful elegy for what might have been, this sprawling novel blends tragedy and comedy in its portrayal of
ordinary people wondering where it all went wrong, and whether it could have gone any other way.
"A towering landmark of postwar Realism. . . . A sustained work of prose so lucid and fine it seems less written than carved." — David Foster
Wallace Otto and Sophie Bentwood live in a changing neighborhood in Brooklyn. Their stainless-steel kitchen is newly installed, and their
Mercedes is parked curbside. After Sophie is bitten on the hand while trying to feed a stray, perhaps rabies-infected cat, a series of small and
ominous disasters begin to plague the Bentwoods' lives, revealing the fault lines and fractures in a marriage—and a society—wrenching itself
apart. First published in 1970 to wide acclaim, Desperate Characters stands as one of the most dazzling and rigorous examples of the
storyteller's craft in postwar American literature — a novel that, according to Irving Howe, ranks with "Billy Budd, The Great Gatsby, Miss
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Lonelyhearts, and Seize the Day."
For a generation of contemporary Anglo-American novelists, the question "Why write?" has been answered with a renewed will to believe in
the ethical value of literature. Dissatisfied with postmodernist parody and pastiche, a broad array of novelist-critics—including J.M. Coetzee,
Toni Morrison, Zadie Smith, Gish Jen, Ian McEwan, and Jonathan Franzen—champion the novel as the literary genre most qualified to
illuminate individual ethical action and decision-making within complex and diverse social worlds. Key to this contemporary vision of the
novel's ethical power is the task of knowing and being responsible to people different from oneself, and so thoroughly have contemporary
novelists devoted themselves to the ethics of otherness, that this ethics frequently sets the terms for plot, characterization, and theme. In The
Novel and the New Ethics, literary critic Dorothy J. Hale investigates how the contemporary emphasis on literature's social relevance sparks a
new ethical description of the novel's social value that is in fact rooted in the modernist notion of narrative form. This "new" ethics of the
contemporary moment has its origin in the "new" idea of novelistic form that Henry James inaugurated and which was consolidated through
the modernist narrative experiments and was developed over the course of the twentieth century. In Hale's reading, the art of the novel
becomes defined with increasing explicitness as an aesthetics of alterity made visible as a formalist ethics. In fact, it is this commitment to
otherness as a narrative act which has conferred on the genre an artistic intensity and richness that extends to the novel's every word.
For the 150th anniversary of Edith Wharton's birth: her three greatest novels, in a couture-inspired deluxe edition featuring a new introduction
by Jonathan Franzen Born into a distinguished New York family, Edith Wharton chronicled the lives of the wealthy, the well born, and the
nouveau riches in fiction that often hinges on the collision of personal passion and social convention. This volume brings together her bestloved novels, all set in New York. The House of Mirth is the story of Lily Bart, who needs a rich husband but refuses to marry without both
love and money. The Custom of the Country follows the marriages and affairs of Undine Spragg, who is as vain, spoiled, and selfish as she is
irresistibly fascinating. The Pulitzer Prize-winning The Age of Innocence concerns the passionate bond that develops between the newly
engaged Newland Archer and his finacée's cousin, the Countess Olenska, new to New York and newly divorced. For more than seventy
years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,800 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
Long–listed for the National Book Award Winner of the Crook's Corner Prize Winner of the First Novelist Award from the Black Caucus of the
American Library Association A New York Times Notable Book “Brilliantly juxtaposing World War II, the ’80s and post–Katrina present,
Sexton follows three generations of a black New Orleans family as they struggle to bloom amid the poison of racism.” —People Evelyn is a
Creole woman who comes of age in New Orleans at the height of World War II. In 1982, Evelyn’s daughter, Jackie, is a frazzled single
mother grappling with her absent husband’s drug addiction. Jackie’s son, T.C., loves the creative process of growing marijuana more than
the weed itself. He was a square before Hurricane Katrina, but the New Orleans he knew didn’t survive the storm. For Evelyn, Jim Crow is an
ongoing reality, and in its wake new threats spring up to haunt her descendants. Margaret Wilkerson Sexton’s critically acclaimed debut is an
urgent novel that explores the legacy of racial disparity in the South through a poignant and redemptive family history.

This is the story of spoiled Undine Spragg, a vain heroine who rises from Dakota to New York to Paris, leaving behind a trail of
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broken promises on her quest for a place in the upper class.
The poetry columnist for "The New York Times" examines the beloved Robert Frost poem, its history, cultural influence, and
artistic complexity, and explores the controversy between the two diverging opinions on the poem's meaning.
The magnificent new novel from the million-selling Booker Prize-winning author of The White Tiger: one of the most eagerly
anticipated literary novels of 2011--"a kaleidoscopic portrait of a changing Mumbai." — Guardian (Best Books of 2011) Ask any
Bombaywallah about Vishram Society--Tower A of the Vishram Co-operative Housing Society--and you will be told that it is
unimpeachably pucca. Despite its location close to the airport, under the flight path of 747s and bordered by slums, it has been
pucca for some fifty years. But Bombay has changed in half a century--not least its name--and the world in which Tower A was first
built is giving way to a new city; a Mumbai of development and new money; of wealthy Indians returning with fortunes made
abroad. When real estate developer Dharmen Shah offers to buy out the residents of Vishram Society, planning to use the site to
build a luxury apartment complex, his offer is more than generous. Initially, though, not everyone wants to leave; many of the
residents have lived in Vishram for years, and many of them are no longer young. But none can benefit from the offer unless all
agree to sell. As tensions rise among the once civil neighbours, one by one those who oppose the offer give way to the majority,
until only one man stands in Shah's way: Masterji, a retired schoolteacher, once the most respected man in the building. Shah is a
dangerous man to refuse, but as the demolition deadline looms, Masterji's neighbours--friends who have become enemies,
acquaintances turned co-conspirators--may stop at nothing to score their payday. A suspense-filled story of money and power,
luxury and deprivation, and a rich tapestry peopled by unforgettable characters, not least of which is Bombay itself, Last Man in
Tower opens up the hearts and minds of the inhabitants of a great city--ordinary people pushed to their limits in a place that knows
none. This eBook edition includes a Reading Group Guide.
The idyllic lives of civic-minded environmentalists Patty and Walter Berglund come into question when their son moves in with
aggressive Republican neighbors, green lawyer Walter takes a job in the coal industry, and go-getter Patty becomes increasingly
unstable and enraged.
See America with 50 of Our Finest, Funniest, and Foremost Writers Anthony Bourdain chases the fumigation truck in Bergen
County, New Jersey Dave Eggers tells it straight: Illinois is Number 1 Louise Erdrich loses her bikini top in North Dakota Jonathan
Franzen gets waylaid by New York's publicist...and personal attorney...and historian...and geologist John Hodgman explains why
there is no such thing as a "Massachusettsean" Edward P. Jones makes the case: D.C. should be a state! Jhumpa Lahiri declares
her reckless love for the Rhode Island coast Rick Moody explores the dark heart of Connecticut's Merritt Parkway, exit by exit Ann
Patchett makes a pilgrimage to the Civil War site at Shiloh, Tennessee William T. Vollmann visits a San Francisco S&M club and
Many More!
From the beloved and award-winning author Junot Díaz, a spellbinding saga of a family’s journey through the New World. A
coming-of-age story of unparalleled power, Drown introduced the world to Junot Díaz's exhilarating talents. It also introduced an
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unforgettable narrator— Yunior, the haunted, brilliant young man who tracks his family’s precarious journey from the barrios of
Santo Domingo to the tenements of industrial New Jersey, and their epic passage from hope to loss to something like love. Here is
the soulful, unsparing book that made Díaz a literary sensation.
S. Jammu, a young, ambitious Indian woman, is sworn in as police chief of St. Louis where the acts of private citizens are
monitored and the actions of Martin Probst and his family threatened to destroy her plan
Winner of the 2001 National Book Award for Fiction Nominated for the National Book Critics Circle Award An American Library
Association Notable Book Jonathan Franzen's third novel, The Corrections, is a great work of art and a grandly entertaining
overture to our new century: a bold, comic, tragic, deeply moving family drama that stretches from the Midwest at mid-century to
Wall Street and Eastern Europe in the age of greed and globalism. Franzen brings an old-time America of freight trains and civic
duty, of Cub Scouts and Christmas cookies and sexual inhibitions, into brilliant collision with the modern absurdities of brain
science, home surveillance, hands-off parenting, do-it-yourself mental healthcare, and the anti-gravity New Economy. With The
Corrections, Franzen emerges as one of our premier interpreters of American society and the American soul. Enid Lambert is
terribly, terribly anxious. Although she would never admit it to her neighbors or her three grown children, her husband, Alfred, is
losing his grip on reality. Maybe it's the medication that Alfred takes for his Parkinson's disease, or maybe it's his negative attitude,
but he spends his days brooding in the basement and committing shadowy, unspeakable acts. More and more often, he doesn't
seem to understand a word Enid says. Trouble is also brewing in the lives of Enid's children. Her older son, Gary, a banker in
Philadelphia, has turned cruel and materialistic and is trying to force his parents out of their old house and into a tiny apartment.
The middle child, Chip, has suddenly and for no good reason quit his exciting job as a professor at D------ College and moved to
New York City, where he seems to be pursuing a "transgressive" lifestyle and writing some sort of screenplay. Meanwhile the baby
of the family, Denise, has escaped her disastrous marriage only to pour her youth and beauty down the drain of an affair with a
married man--or so Gary hints. Enid, who loves to have fun, can still look forward to a final family Christmas and to the ten-day
Nordic Pleasurelines Luxury Fall Color Cruise that she and Alfred are about to embark on. But even these few remaining joys are
threatened by her husband's growing confusion and unsteadiness. As Alfred enters his final decline, the Lamberts must face the
failures, secrets, and long-buried hurts that haunt them as a family if they are to make the corrections that each desperately needs.
A New York Times Notable Book of the Year The Discomfort Zone is Jonathan Franzen's tale of growing up, squirming in his own
über-sensitive skin, from a "small and fundamentally ridiculous person," into an adult with strong inconvenient passions. Whether
he's writing about the explosive dynamics of a Christian youth fellowship in the 1970s, the effects of Kafka's fiction on his
protracted quest to lose his virginity, or the web of connections between bird watching, his all-consuming marriage, and the
problem of global warming, Franzen is always feelingly engaged with the world we live in now. The Discomfort Zone is a wise,
funny, and gorgeously written self-portrait by one of America's finest writers.
A sharp and provocative new essay collection from the award-winning author of Freedom and The Corrections The essayist, Jonathan
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Franzen writes, is like “a fire-fighter, whose job, while everyone else is fleeing the flames of shame, is to run straight into them.” For the past
twenty-five years, even as his novels have earned him worldwide acclaim, Franzen has led a second life as a risk-taking essayist. Now, at a
moment when technology has inflamed tribal hatreds and the planet is beset by unnatural calamities, he is back with a new collection of
essays that recall us to more humane ways of being in the world. Franzen’s great loves are literature and birds, and The End of the End of
the Earth is a passionate argument for both. Where the new media tend to confirm one’s prejudices, he writes, literature “invites you to ask
whether you might be somewhat wrong, maybe even entirely wrong, and to imagine why someone else might hate you.” Whatever his
subject, Franzen’s essays are always skeptical of received opinion, steeped in irony, and frank about his own failings. He’s frank about
birds, too (they kill “everything imaginable”), but his reporting and reflections on them—on seabirds in New Zealand, warblers in East Africa,
penguins in Antarctica—are both a moving celebration of their beauty and resilience and a call to action to save what we love. Calm, poignant,
carefully argued, full of wit, The End of the End of the Earth provides a welcome breath of hope and reason.
Named a Most Anticipated/Best Book of the Month by: NPR * USA Today * Time * Washington Post * Vulture * Women’s Wear Daily * Bustle
* LitHub * The Millions * Vogue * Nylon * Shondaland * Chicago Review of Books * The Guardian * Los Angeles Times * Kirkus * Publishers
Weekly So often deployed as a jingoistic, even menacing rallying cry, or limited by a focus on passing moments of liberation, the rhetoric of
freedom both rouses and repels. Does it remain key to our autonomy, justice, and well-being, or is freedom’s long star turn coming to a
close? Does a continued obsession with the term enliven and emancipate, or reflect a deepening nihilism (or both)? On Freedom examines
such questions by tracing the concept’s complexities in four distinct realms: art, sex, drugs, and climate. Drawing on a vast range of material,
from critical theory to pop culture to the intimacies and plain exchanges of daily life, Maggie Nelson explores how we might think, experience,
or talk about freedom in ways responsive to the conditions of our day. Her abiding interest lies in ongoing “practices of freedom” by which we
negotiate our interrelation with—indeed, our inseparability from—others, with all the care and constraint that entails, while accepting difference
and conflict as integral to our communion. For Nelson, thinking publicly through the knots in our culture—from recent art-world debates to the
turbulent legacies of sexual liberation, from the painful paradoxes of addiction to the lure of despair in the face of the climate crisis—is itself a
practice of freedom, a means of forging fortitude, courage, and company. On Freedom is an invigorating, essential book for challenging
times.
Wedekind's play about adolescent sexuality is as disturbing today as when it was first produced Wedekind's notorious play Spring Awakening
was written in 1891 but had to wait the greater part of a century before it received its first complete performance in Britain, at the National
Theatre in 1974. The production was highly praised, much of its strength deriving from this translation by Edward Bond and Elisabeth Bond
PablÃ©, 'scrupulously faithful both to Wedekind's irony and his poetry.' The Times This translation of Spring Awakening was first performed at
the National Theatre, London on 24 May 1974. For this edition the translator, Edward Bond, has written a note on the play and a factual
introduction to Wedekind's life and work.
Download the first chapter of Jonathan Franzen's next novel, Crossroads. It’s December 23, 1971, and heavy weather is forecast for
Chicago. Russ Hildebrandt, the associate pastor of a liberal suburban church, is on the brink of breaking free of a marriage he finds
joyless—unless his wife, Marion, who has her own secret life, beats him to it. Their eldest child, Clem, is coming home from college on fire with
moral absolutism, having taken an action that will shatter his father. Clem’s sister, Becky, long the social queen of her high-school class, has
sharply veered into the counterculture, while their brilliant younger brother Perry, who’s been selling drugs to seventh graders, has resolved
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to be a better person. Each of the Hildebrandts seeks a freedom that each of the others threatens to complicate. Jonathan Franzen’s novels
are celebrated for their unforgettably vivid characters and for their keen-eyed take on contemporary America. Now, in Crossroads, Franzen
ventures back into the past and explores the history of two generations. With characteristic humor and complexity, and with even greater
warmth, he conjures a world that resonates powerfully with our own. A tour de force of interwoven perspectives and sustained suspense, its
action largely unfolding on a single winter day, Crossroads is the story of a Midwestern family at a pivotal moment of moral crisis. Jonathan
Franzen’s gift for melding the small picture and the big picture has never been more dazzlingly evident.
For book publishers large and small: the #1 guide to creating and distributing metadata for maximum sales. The Metadata Handbook shows
how metadata works, enhancing findability, discoverability, and, of course, book sales. It introduces industry standards (think ONIX!) and best
practices, and outlines the essential components for successful metadata creation and distribution. This handbook is a must for every
publisher, both for print books and for ebooks. The new second edition is fully updated and expanded to include the most recent information
on metadata standards, practices, and use in the publishing industry.
Patty and Walter Berglund were the new pioneers of old St. Paul—the gentrifiers, the hands-on parents, the avant-garde of the Whole Foods
generation. Patty was the ideal sort of neighbor, who could tell you where to recycle your batteries and how to get the local cops to actually
do their job. She was an enviably perfect mother and the wife of Walter's dreams. Together with Walter—environmental lawyer, commuter
cyclist, total family man—she was doing her small part to build a better world. But now, in the new millennium, the Berglunds have become a
mystery. Why has their teenage son moved in with the aggressively Republican family next door? Why has Walter taken a job working with
Big Coal? What exactly is Richard Katz—outré rocker and Walter's college best friend and rival—still doing in the picture? Most of all, what has
happened to Patty? Why has the bright star of Barrier Street become "a very different kind of neighbor," an implacable Fury coming unhinged
before the street's attentive eyes? In his first novel since The Corrections, Jonathan Franzen has given us an epic of contemporary love and
marriage. Freedom comically and tragically captures the temptations and burdens of liberty: the thrills of teenage lust, the shaken
compromises of middle age, the wages of suburban sprawl, the heavy weight of empire. In charting the mistakes and joys of Freedom's
characters as they struggle to learn how to live in an ever more confusing world, Franzen has produced an indelible and deeply moving
portrait of our time.
A great American writer's confrontation with a great European critic—a personal and intellectual awakening A hundred years ago, the
Viennese satirist Karl Kraus was among the most penetrating and farsighted writers in Europe. In his self-published magazine, Die Fackel,
Kraus brilliantly attacked the popular media's manipulation of reality, the dehumanizing machinery of technology and consumer capitalism,
and the jingoistic rhetoric of a fading empire. But even though he had a fervent following, which included Franz Kafka and Walter Benjamin,
he remained something of a lonely prophet, and few people today are familiar with his work. Luckily, Jonathan Franzen is one of them. In The
Kraus Project, Franzen, whose "calm, passionate critical authority" has been praised in The New York Times Book Review, not only presents
his definitive new translations of Kraus but annotates them spectacularly, with supplementary notes from the Kraus scholar Paul Reitter and
the Austrian author Daniel Kehlmann. Kraus was a notoriously cantankerous and difficult writer, and in Franzen he has found his match: a
novelist unafraid to voice unpopular opinions strongly, a critic capable of untangling Kraus's often dense arguments to reveal their relevance
to contemporary America. While Kraus is lampooning the iconic German poet and essayist Heinrich Heine and celebrating his own literary
hero, the Austrian playwright Johann Nestroy, Franzen is annotating Kraus the way Kraus annotated others, surveying today's cultural and
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technological landscape with fearsome clarity, and giving us a deeply personal recollection of his first year out of college, when he fell in love
with Kraus's work. Painstakingly wrought, strikingly original in form, The Kraus Project is a feast of thought, passion, and literature.
“This crazy, gorgeous family novel” written at the end of the Great Depression “is one of the great literary achievements of the twentieth
century” (Jonathan Franzen, The New York Times). First published in 1940, The Man Who Loved Children was rediscovered in 1965 thanks
to the poet Randall Jarrell’s eloquent introduction (included in this ebook edition), which compares Christina Stead to Leo Tolstoy. Today, it
stands as a masterpiece of dysfunctional family life. In a country crippled by the Great Depression, Sam and Henny Pollit have too much—too
much contempt for one another, too many children, too much strain under endless obligation. Flush with ego and chilling charisma, Sam
torments and manipulates his children in an esoteric world of his own imagining. Henny looks on desperately, all too aware of the madness at
the root of her husband’s behavior. And Louie, the damaged, precocious adolescent girl at the center of their clashes, is the “ugly duckling”
whose struggle will transfix contemporary readers. Named one of the best novels of the twentieth century by Newsweek, Stead’s
semiautobiographical work reads like a Depression-era The Glass Castle. In the New York Times, Jonathan Franzen wrote of this classic, “I
carry it in my head the way I carry childhood memories; the scenes are of such precise horror and comedy that I feel I didn’t read the book so
much as live it.”
“Extraordinary...beautifully precise...[an] earnestly ambitious debut.”—The New York Times Book Review “A wild, angry, and devastating
masterpiece of a book.”—NPR “[A] descendent of the Dickensian ‘social novel’ by way of Jonathan Franzen: epic fiction that lays bare
contemporary culture clashes, showing us who we are and how we got here.”—O, The Oprah Magazine One sweltering night in 2013, four
former high school classmates converge on their hometown in northeastern Ohio. There’s Bill Ashcraft, a passionate, drug-abusing young
activist whose flailing ambitions have taken him from Cambodia to Zuccotti Park to post-BP New Orleans, and now back home with a
mysterious package strapped to the undercarriage of his truck; Stacey Moore, a doctoral candidate reluctantly confronting her family and the
mother of her best friend and first love, whose disappearance spurs the mystery at the heart of the novel; Dan Eaton, a shy veteran of three
tours in Iraq, home for a dinner date with the high school sweetheart he’s tried desperately to forget; and the beautiful, fragile Tina Ross,
whose rendezvous with the washed-up captain of the football team triggers the novel’s shocking climax. Set over the course of a single
evening, Ohio toggles between the perspectives of these unforgettable characters as they unearth dark secrets, revisit old regrets and
uncover—and compound—bitter betrayals. Before the evening is through, these narratives converge masterfully to reveal a mystery so dark
and shocking it will take your breath away.
The first critical biography of Jonathan Franzen, exploring the trajectory of his career and the intersections of his life and work.
** A New York Times Bestseller ** NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY: Time • The New Yorker • NPR • GQ • Elle •
Vulture • Fortune • Boing Boing • The Irish Times • The New York Public Library • The Brooklyn Public Library "A complex, smart and
ambitious book that at first reads like a self-help manual, then blossoms into a wide-ranging political manifesto."—Jonah Engel Bromwich, The
New York Times Book Review One of President Barack Obama's "Favorite Books of 2019" Porchlight's Personal Development & Human
Behavior Book of the Year In a world where addictive technology is designed to buy and sell our attention, and our value is determined by our
24/7 data productivity, it can seem impossible to escape. But in this inspiring field guide to dropping out of the attention economy, artist and
critic Jenny Odell shows us how we can still win back our lives. Odell sees our attention as the most precious—and overdrawn—resource we
have. And we must actively and continuously choose how we use it. We might not spend it on things that capitalism has deemed important …
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but once we can start paying a new kind of attention, she writes, we can undertake bolder forms of political action, reimagine humankind’s
role in the environment, and arrive at more meaningful understandings of happiness and progress. Far from the simple anti-technology
screed, or the back-to-nature meditation we read so often, How to do Nothing is an action plan for thinking outside of capitalist narratives of
efficiency and techno-determinism. Provocative, timely, and utterly persuasive, this book will change how you see your place in our world.
Louis Holland arrives in Boston in a spring of ecological upheaval (a rash of earthquakes on the North Shore) and odd luck: the first one kills
his grandmother. Louis tries to maintain his independence, but falls in love with a Harvard seismologist whose discoveries about the
earthquakes' cause complicate everything.
FreedomA NovelFarrar, Straus and Giroux
Named a best book of the year by Entertainment Weekly, Time, and The Chicago Tribune, and named a notable book by The New York
Times Book Review and The Washington Post “Remarkable . . . With this book [Wolitzer] has surpassed herself.”—The New York Times
Book Review "A victory . . . The Interestings secures Wolitzer's place among the best novelists of her generation. . . . She's every bit as
literary as Franzen or Eugenides. But the very human moments in her work hit you harder than the big ideas. This isn't women's fiction. It's
everyone's."—Entertainment Weekly (A) From Meg Wolitzer, the New York Times–bestselling author of The Female Persuasion, a novel that
has been called "genius" (The Chicago Tribune), “wonderful” (Vanity Fair), "ambitious" (San Francisco Chronicle), and a “page-turner”
(Cosmopolitan). The summer that Nixon resigns, six teenagers at a summer camp for the arts become inseparable. Decades later the bond
remains powerful, but so much else has changed. In The Interestings, Wolitzer follows these characters from the height of youth through
middle age, as their talents, fortunes, and degrees of satisfaction diverge. The kind of creativity that is rewarded at age fifteen is not always
enough to propel someone through life at age thirty; not everyone can sustain, in adulthood, what seemed so special in adolescence. Jules
Jacobson, an aspiring comic actress, eventually resigns herself to a more practical occupation and lifestyle. Her friend Jonah, a gifted
musician, stops playing the guitar and becomes an engineer. But Ethan and Ash, Jules’s now-married best friends, become shockingly
successful—true to their initial artistic dreams, with the wealth and access that allow those dreams to keep expanding. The friendships endure
and even prosper, but also underscore the differences in their fates, in what their talents have become and the shapes their lives have taken.
Wide in scope, ambitious, and populated by complex characters who come together and apart in a changing New York City, The Interestings
explores the meaning of talent; the nature of envy; the roles of class, art, money, and power; and how all of it can shift and tilt precipitously
over the course of a friendship and a life.
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