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Friend Of My Youth Alice Munro
A month before eighth grade begins, Alice realizes she is going to have to face something
she's been afraid of forever. Everybody, she knows, is afraid of something: elevators, dogs,
planes, spiders . . . but her fear is worse. It's going to bring absolute disaster to the rest of her
summer, maybe to the rest of her life. The truth is she's afraid of deep water! It's a hot August,
and everyone in Alice's gang goes to Mark Stedmeister's swimming pool almost every day.
Alice sits at the shallow end. She plays badminton. She makes excuses, and keeps her
problem secret. Meanwhile, Elizabeth and Pamela, Alice's two best friends, tackle problems of
their own, and are more or less successful. Life is changing for everyone but Alice. Bravery
begins in little ways, with small steps. That's what Alice finally discovers. And after she faces
this particular fear, she knows she can summon the courage to face other fears as well. As in
her previous adventures, Alice tackles some of the big problems of growing up with humor and
enterprise and learns once again that a brother, a father, and friends can offer amazing
amounts of help.
Presents the text of Alice Walker's story "Everyday Use"; contains background essays that
provide insight into the story; and features a selection of critical response. Includes a
chronology and an interview with the author.
In her Introduction, Margaret Atwood says, "Alice Munro is among the major writers of English
fiction of our time ... Among writers themselves, her name is spoken in hushed tones." My Best
Stories is a dazzling selection of stories-seventeen favourites chosen by the author from
across her distinguished career. The stories are arranged in the order written, allowing even
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the most devoted Munro admirer to discover how her work developed, taking surprising turns.
The stories span a quarter of a century and include "Royal Beatings," "Friend of My Youth,"
and "The Love of a Good Woman." This is a book to read-and re-read-very slowly, savouring
each story. This collection of small masterpieces deserves a place in every Canadian
booklover's home.
An intensely personal novel about childhood, memory, and history by one of today's most
celebrated authors, now available in the US for the first time. Friend of My Youth begins with
the novelist Amit Chaudhuri returning to Bombay, the city in which he grew up, to give a
reading. Ramu, the friend of his youth, with whom he likes to get together when he comes
back, is not there: after years of disabling drug addiction, Ramu has signed up for an intensive
rehab program. But Amit Chaudhuri has errands to run in Bombay for his mother and wife,
which take him back to the Taj Mahal Hotel, the site, not that long before, of a brutal terrorist
attack. Amit Chaudhuri writes novels the way an extraordinary instrumentalist makes music,
stating and restating his themes, trying them out in different keys and to various effect,
developing and dropping them, only to pick them up again and turn them completely around.
He engages both our minds and our hearts. He makes us marvel. Friend of My Youth, his
deceptively casual and continually observant and inventive new novel, makes us see and feel
the great city of Bombay while bringing us into the quizzical, tender, rueful, and reflective
sensibility of its central character, Amit Chaudhuri, not to be confused, we are told, with the
novelist who wrote this book. Friend of My Youth reflects on the nature of identity, the passage
of time, the experience of friendship, the indignities of youth and middle age, the lives of
parents and children, and, for all the humor that seasons its pages, terror, the terror that can
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strike from nowhere, the terror that is a fact of daily life. Friend of My Youth is fearfully and
wonderfully made.
A teen plunges into a downward spiral of addiction in this classic cautionary tale. January 24th
After you’ve had it, there isn't even life without drugs… It started when she was served a soft
drink laced with LSD in a dangerous party game. Within months, she was hooked, trapped in a
downward spiral that took her from her comfortable home and loving family to the mean streets
of an unforgiving city. It was a journey that would rob her of her innocence, her youth—and
ultimately her life. Read her diary. Enter her world. You will never forget her. For thirty-five
years, the acclaimed, bestselling first-person account of a teenage girl’s harrowing decent into
the nightmarish world of drugs has left an indelible mark on generations of teen readers. As
powerful—and as timely—today as ever, Go Ask Alice remains the definitive book on the horrors
of addiction.
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 The only novel from Alice Munroaward-winning author of The Love of a Good Woman--is an insightful, honest book,
"autobiographical in form but not in fact," that chronicles a young girl's growing up in rural
Ontario in the 1940's. Del Jordan lives out at the end of the Flats Road on her father's fox farm,
where her most frequent companions are an eccentric bachelor family friend and her rough
younger brother. When she begins spending more time in town, she is surrounded by womenher mother, an agnostic, opinionted woman who sells encyclopedias to local farmers; her
mother's boarder, the lusty Fern Dogherty; and her best friend, Naomi, with whom she shares
the frustrations and unbridled glee of adolescence. Through these unwitting mentors and in her
own encounters with sex, birth, and death, Del explores the dark and bright sides of
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womanhood. All along she remains a wise, witty observer and recorder of truths in small-town
life. The result is a powerful, moving, and humorous demonstration of Alice Munro's
unparalleled awareness of the lives of girls and women.
In 1954 in the segregated South, Emily Chandler's childhood innocence is shattered when she
and her brother discover a young black woman alone and dying in childbirth. Emily confronts
the tragedy when she returns to her roots many years later to attend the funeral of a beloved
nanny and finds herself the target of a stalker. As the saga of secrets, tragedy and discovery
unfolds she enlists the help of Adelle Jones -- the family laundress and part-time voodoo
practitioner -- in the search for blues musician Charlie Dixon, the nanny's missing son. This
novel, set in the South Carolina Lowcountry, brings to life the eclectic personalities and
explosive issues that continue to shape the New South.
An array of short fiction, selected by the author and spanning the full range of her career,
encompasses seventeen stories, drawn from such collections as The Beggar Maid, The Moons
of Jupiter, and Runaway.

A journey through a land where Milo learns the importance of words and
numbers provides a cure for his boredom.
Four friends. Twenty years. One unexpected journey. Inseparable throughout
college, Eva, Benedict, Sylvie, and Lucien graduate in 1997, into an exhilarating
world on the brink of a new millennium. Hopelessly in love with playboy Lucien
and eager to shrug off the socialist politics of her upbringing, Eva breaks away to
work for a big bank. Benedict, a budding scientist who's pined for Eva for years,
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stays on to complete his PhD in physics, devoting his life to chasing particles as
elusive as the object of his affection. Siblings Sylvie and Lucien, never much
inclined toward mortgages or monogamy, pursue more bohemian existences-she
as an aspiring artist and he as a club promoter and professional partyer. But as
their twenties give way to their thirties, the group struggles to navigate their
thwarted dreams. Scattered across Europe and no longer convinced they are
truly the masters of their fates, the once close-knit friends find themselves filled
with longing for their youth- and for one another. Broken hearts and broken
careers draw the foursome together again, but in ways they never could have
imagined. A dazzling depiction of the highs and lows of adulthood, Invincible
Summer is a story about finding the courage to carry on in the wake of
disappointment, and a powerful testament to love and friendship as the constants
in an ever-changing world.
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 Alice Munro mines
her rich family background, melding it with her own experiences and the
transforming power of her brilliant imagination, to create perhaps her most
powerful and personal collection yet. A young boy, taken to Edinburgh’s Castle
Rock to look across the sea to America, catches a glimpse of his father’s dream.
Scottish immigrants experience love and loss on a journey that leads them to
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rural Ontario. Wives, mothers, fathers, and children move through uncertainty,
ambivalence, and contemplation in these stories of hopes, adversity, and
wonder. The View from Castle Rock reveals what is most essential in Munro’s
art: her compassionate understanding of ordinary lives.
It's the summer after Alice's freshman year, she's survived her breakup with
Patrick, and she and her friends are looking forward to their jobs as assistant
camp counselors. Alice feels as if she's finally gotten a handle on life. But Alice
soon learns that the only thing she can count on is change. Pamela's mother is
contemplating coming home, Lester is contemplating leaving home, and even
Alice's father's romance with Miss Summers hits an unexpected snag. But most
surprising of all are the shocking revelations about some of Alice's closet friends.
Can Alice keep up with all the changes around her?
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE A woman haunted by dreams
of her dead mother. An adulterous couple stepping over the line where the initial
excitement ends and the pain begins. A widow visiting a Scottish village in search
of her husband's past - and instead discovering unsettling truths about a total
stranger. The ten stories in this collection not only astonish and delight but also
convey the unspoken mysteries at the heart of all human experience.
Eleven-year-old, motherless Alice decides she needs a gorgeous role model who
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does everything right; and when placed in homely Mrs. Plotkins's class she is
greatly disappointed until she discovers it's what people are inside that counts.
An ALA Notable Children's Book. Reprint.
When two teenage girls fabricate one end of a correspondence, they leave a
lonely, unprepossessing housemaid with some sadly misguided ideas. The prank
upsets several lives, even if all the pieces don't tip over in the expected
directions. Part of the Storycuts series, this short story was originally published in
the collection Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage.
The Pulitzer Prize–winning author’s “astonishing” debut novel, about a son’s
struggle to find his own identity and integrity (The New York Times). Michael
Chabon, author of The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay, Moonglow, and
The Yiddish Policeman’s Union, is one of the most acclaimed talents in
contemporary fiction. The Mysteries of Pittsburgh, published when Chabon was
just twenty-five, is the beautifully crafted debut that propelled him into the literary
stratosphere. Art Bechstein may be too young to know what he wants to do with
his life, but he knows what he doesn’t want: the life of his father, a man who
laundered money for the mob. He spends the summer after graduation finding his
own way, experimenting with a group of brilliant and seductive new friends:
erudite Arthur Lecomte, who opens up new horizons for Art; mercurial Phlox, who
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confounds him at every turn; and Cleveland, a poetry-reciting biker who pulls him
inevitably back into his father’s mobbed-up world. A New York Times bestseller,
The Mysteries of Pittsburgh was called “astonishing” by Alice McDermott, and
heralded the arrival of one of our era’s great voices. This ebook features a
biography of the author.
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE© IN LITERATURE 2013 A New York Times Notable
Book A Washington Post Notable Work of Fiction A Best Book of the Year: The Atlantic,
NPR, San Francisco Chronicle, Vogue, AV Club In story after story in this brilliant new
collection, Alice Munro pinpoints the moment a person is forever altered by a chance
encounter, an action not taken, or a simple twist of fate. Her characters are flawed and
fully human: a soldier returning from war and avoiding his fiancée, a wealthy woman
deciding whether to confront a blackmailer, an adulterous mother and her neglected
children, a guilt-ridden father, a young teacher jilted by her employer. Illumined by
Munro’s unflinching insight, these lives draw us in with their quiet depth and surprise us
with unexpected turns. And while most are set in her signature territory around Lake
Huron, some strike even closer to home: an astonishing suite of four autobiographical
tales offers an unprecedented glimpse into Munro’s own childhood. Exalted by her
clarity of vision and her unparalleled gift for storytelling, Dear Life shows how strange,
perilous, and extraordinary ordinary life can be.
Jay, your average stoner from Portland Oregon, finds out when he's twenty-one that he
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is Jesus, the son of God. This may have been a good thing if it weren't for the fact that
he had been molested early in life by a Catholic Priest. It is a comic and tragic tale of
reincarnated Disciples, and a difficult choice on whether the world is worth saving. Jay
grows up thinking he's a normal kid. Through a series of hilarious and heartbreaking
adventures, he finally learns of his true identity, long after he was supposed to. His
reincarnated disciples are a mixture of loveable and misunderstood characters that join
Jay on a journey across the Country that leads them to Elvis, Oprah, jail, and near
death experiences. And when Jay becomes too big for the Church to control, they
confront a situation that could very well destroy the world.
Alice in Wonderland (also known as Alice's Adventures in Wonderland), from 1865, is
the peculiar and imaginative tale of a girl who falls down a rabbit-hole into a bizarre
world of eccentric and unusual creatures. Lewis Carroll's prominent example of the
genre of "literary nonsense" has endured in popularity with its clever way of playing with
logic and a narrative structure that has influence generations of fiction writing.
A comprehensive, up-to-date analysis of Munro's fiction.
Fox and rabbit spend a day together going through different adventures. Full of curiosity
they find themselves in fun, disgusting, silly and scary situations. that push them to find
a safe place at home with Mom and Dad. The book encourages children to explore
basic action words. Easily written with simple sentences, it introduces young children to
commonly used vocabulary. Bold and colorful illustrations will delight infants and
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preschoolers alike. Adventures with my friend is an enjoyable and educational resource
for early language learners. Visit www.languages4kidz.com for FREE Online Interactive
activities for this book.
Alice Griffin shares the story of how she embarked on a travel adventure with her young
family during the first two years of her daughter's life. Taking in Norway, Greece,
France and Spain on the way, Alice weaves a travelogue with practical advice to help
other mums and dads who enjoy interesting and authentic travel to continue with their
baby or toddler on board. As well as sharing her own story, Alice has interviewed other
travelling mums to provide even more tips and personal experience. Inside you will find
practical tips related to essentials like packing and passports, feeding, sleeping, playing
and pacifying, and mobility(advice for taking your young children by plane, boat, train,
bus and car).
“[A] cult-hit . . . [a] sharply realistic comedy of adultery and friendship.”—Entertainment
Weekly SALLY ROONEY NAMED TO THE 2019 TIME 100 NEXT LIST • WINNER OF
THE SUNDAY TIMES (UK) YOUNG WRITER OF THE YEAR AWARD • ONE OF
BUZZFEED’S BEST BOOKS OF THE DECADE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY VOGUE AND SLATE AND ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY BUZZFEED AND ELLE Frances is a coolheaded and darkly
observant young woman, vaguely pursuing a career in writing while studying in Dublin.
Her best friend is the beautiful and endlessly self-possessed Bobbi. At a local poetry
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performance one night, they meet a well-known photographer, and as the girls are then
gradually drawn into her world, Frances is reluctantly impressed by the older woman’s
sophisticated home and handsome husband, Nick. But however amusing Frances and
Nick’s flirtation seems at first, it begins to give way to a strange—and then
painful—intimacy. Written with gemlike precision and marked by a sly sense of humor,
Conversations with Friends is wonderfully alive to the pleasures and dangers of youth,
and the messy edges of female friendship. SHORTLISTED FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL DUBLIN LITERARY AWARD “Sharp, funny, thought-provoking . . . a
really great portrait of two young women as they’re figuring out how to be
adults.”—Celeste Ng, “Late Night with Seth Meyers Podcast” “The dialogue is superb,
as are the insights about communicating in the age of electronic devices. Rooney has a
magical ability to write scenes of such verisimilitude that even when little happens
they’re suspenseful.”—Curtis Sittenfeld, The Week “Rooney has the gift of imbuing
everyday life with a sense of high stakes . . . a novel of delicious frictions.”—New York
“A writer of rare confidence, with a lucid, exacting style . . . One wonderful aspect of
Rooney’s consistently wonderful novel is the fierce clarity with which she examines the
self-delusion that so often festers alongside presumed self-knowledge. . . . But
Rooney’s natural power is as a psychological portraitist. She is acute and sophisticated
about the workings of innocence; the protagonist of this novel about growing up has no
idea just how much of it she has left to do.”—Alexandra Schwartz, The New Yorker
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“This book. This book. I read it in one day. I hear I’m not alone.”—Sarah Jessica Parker
(Instagram)
A children's book series of short stories that feature animals, birds, and insects to
communicate messages of direction, hope, health & wellness, safety and character
building This children's book series was inspired by a recently published book: The
Talking Birds, by the same author and photographer of this book. This children's book
#1 is part of a series of twelve children's books that have been produced to
communicate messages of direction, hope, safety and character building. These books
feature a variety of candid photographs of wildlife animals, birds, and insects in different
natural settings. These photos were photo-captured by International Nature
Photographer, Mr. Youli Xia, a native of Beijing, China. Each photograph highlights a
distinctive expression. Using the imagination, the expressions conveyed in the photos
will set the stage for long talks with the animals, birds, and insects. This book series
interactively shares twelve short, simple, easy-to-read, and easy-to-understand stories.
These stories are designed to capture the interest and attention of young children from
the ages of 4-9. They will be fascinated by the vibrant colors and the dramatic candid
facial or body expressions of the subjects in the photographs. The intended educational
value for this book series and the other future books is to offer effective tools for
character building. These stories are sure to include the mention and discussion of core
values like respect, responsibility, self-esteem, compassion, making good choices,
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health and wellness, love, manners, friendships/relationships patience, accountability,
leadership, trustworthiness, thoughtfulness and safety, to name a few. This book series
will serve as a responder to help fill a void that currently exists and is widening in our
present society, particularly amongst our children. With the spread of negative energy
through all forms of media, compounded with the lack of positive role models-from the
top down, many of our children are denied exposure to strong core values that could
help establish and build healthy foundations for one's character. The hope is that these
animal, bird, and insect subject short stories will effectively communicate messages
that will help to turn matters around. The vision is that our young children will grow to
become productive, respectful, responsible, patient, accountable, thoughtful and safe.
Each story will feature at least one key word to be noted and remembered. Also, each
story will highlight a moral or life lesson. Finally, each story encourages a discussion
with follow-up questions.

"Steeped in the tradition of the Indian epic, yet modern and vastly entertaining."
—The Times (London) In her fiction debut, Alice Albinia weaves a multithreaded
epic tale that encompasses divine saga and familial discord and introduces an
unforgettable heroine. Leela—alluring, taciturn, haunted—is moving from New York
back to Delhi. Worldly and accomplished, she has been in self-imposed exile
from India and her family for decades; twenty-two years earlier, her sister was
seduced by the egotistical Vyasa, and the fallout from their relationship drove
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Leela away. Now an eminent Sanskrit scholar, Vyasa is preparing for his son’s
marriage. But when Leela arrives for the wedding, she disrupts the careful
choreography of the weekend, with its myriad attendees and their conflicting
desires. Gleefully presiding over the drama is Ganesh—divine, elephant-headed
scribe of the Mahabharata, India’s great epic. The family may think they have
arranged the wedding for their own selfish ends, but according to Ganesh it is he
who is directing events—in a bid to save Leela, his beloved heroine, from Vyasa.
As the weekend progresses, secret online personas, maternal identities, and
poetic authorships are all revealed; boundaries both religious and continental are
crossed; and families are ripped apart and brought back together in this vibrant
and brilliant celebration of family, love, and storytelling.
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 Alice Munro, who
received the National Book Critics Circle Award for her latest collection of stories,
The Love of a Good Woman, is widely acknowledged as a modern master of the
short story. In this earlier collection, she demonstrates all of those strengths that
have won her so many literary accolades. A divorced woman returns to her
childhood home where she confronts the memory of her parents' confounding yet
deep bond. The accidental near-drowning of a child exposes the fragility of the
trust between children and parents. A young man, remembering a terrifying
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childhood incident, wrestles with the responsibility he has always felt for his
younger brother. In these and other stories Alice Munro proves once again a
sensitive and compassionate chronicler of our times. Drawing us into the most
intimate corners of ordinary lives, she reveals much about ourselves, our
choices, and our experiences of love.
Alice Munro is universally acknowledged as the finest short fiction writer in
English. Bringing together ten incomparable stories from six different collections,
No Love Lost confirms her pre-eminent status. Focusing on the many paths of
falling in love, each of these stories of ordinary people reveals new truths about
people as real – and as extraordinary – as ourselves. In selecting this unique
gathering of stories, Jane Urquhart noted the brilliance of Munro’s fiction,
suggesting that Munro's genius guides us “through love’s labyrinth, insisting all
the while that we keep our eyes wide open to its complicated foliage, its
shadows, its piercing blasts of light.” Contents: Bardon Bus (from The Moons of
Jupiter) Carried Away (from Open Secrets) Mischief (from Who Do You Think
You Are?) The Love of a Good Woman (from The Love of a Good Woman)
Simon’s Luck (from Who Do You Think You Are?), Hateship, Friendship,
Courtship, Loveship, Marriage (from Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship,
Marriage) The Bear Came Over the Mountain (from Hateship, Friendship,
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Courtship, Loveship, Marriage) The Albanian Virgin (from Open Secrets)
Meneseteung (from Friend of My Youth) The Children Stay (from The Love of a
Good Woman)
When strange animals land in Red's yard, he and his friend Slim agree to keep it
to themselves. The creatures are unlike any that they've ever seen before, and
are - to them - animals that would make a fortune putting on a show at the circus.
All the while, their fathers are fretting over the arrival of interstellar diplomats, on
whose trade their civilisation may have to rely on to survive. Despite the urgency
of the mission, however, neither hide nor hair of them have been seen...
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 The ten miraculously
accomplished stories in Alice Munro's Friend of My Youth not only astonish and
delight but also convey the unspoken mysteries at the heart of all human
experience. "[Friend of My Youth is] a wonderful collection of stories, beautifully
written and deeply felt."--Michiko Kakutani, New York Times
Winner of the Children's Choice Book Awards' Teen Choice Debut Author Award
Everyone knows Alice slept with two guys at one party. When Healy High star
quarterback, Brandon Fitzsimmons, dies in a car crash, it was because he was
sexting with Alice. Ask anybody. Rumor has it Alice Franklin is a slut. It's written
all over the "slut stall" in the girls' bathroom: "Alice had sex in exchange for math
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test answers" and "Alice got an abortion last semester." After Brandon dies, the
rumors start to spiral out of control. In this remarkable debut novel, four Healy
High students tell all they "know" about Alice--and in doing so reveal their own
secrets and motivations, painting a raw look at the realities of teen life. But in this
novel from Jennifer Mathieu, exactly what is the truth about Alice? In the end
there's only one person to ask: Alice herself. This title has Common Core
connections.
Sheila Munro is the daughter of one of the world’s most admired fiction writers:
Alice Munro, three-time winner of Canada’s prestigious Governor General’s
Award. In Lives of Mothers and Daughters, she reveals what it was like to grow
up with a mother of such tremendous renown. At the core of the book lies a
loving and intimate biography of Alice, presented as only a daughter can. Sheila
traces the story back to her ancestors, who left Scotland in the early 19th
century, before telling of Alice’s birth in 1931, her youth growing up on an
Ontario farm, and her two marriages, and two grandchildren--Sheila’s own
children. Sheila has a tale to tell that’s her own as well, involving her writerly
aspirations and her efforts to forge a unique path while following in her mother’s
footsteps. And so, from her perspective as both an author and a mother, Sheila
writes frankly about her mother and her mother’s writing. The legions of devoted
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Alice Munro fans will glimpse real-life settings, situations and characters that
have worked their way into her fiction as Sheila offers a behind-the-scenes tour
(replete with Munro family snapshots) of the inspirations for the tales Munro fans
know and love.
Alice and Patrick are getting married! Well, sort of. It’s all part for her eighth
grade health class. But, this is a piece of wedding cake compared to some of her
friends’ assignments where they have to role play being pregnant or being
caught shoplifting. The biggest challenge of all, though, is just growing up—and
this health unit is showing that it doesn’t get any easier! Who decided that life
was a never ending obstacle course, anyway?
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 In this series of interweaving
stories, Munro recreates the evolving bond between two women in the course of almost
forty years. One is Flo, practical, suspicious of other people's airs, at times dismayingly
vulgar. the other is Rose, Flo's stepdaughter, a clumsy, shy girl who somehow leaves
the small town she grew up in to achieve her own equivocal success in the larger world.
The visionary author’s masterpiece pulls us—along with her Black female hero—through
time to face the horrors of slavery and explore the impacts of racism, sexism, and white
supremacy then and now. Dana, a modern black woman, is celebrating her twenty-sixth
birthday with her new husband when she is snatched abruptly from her home in
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California and transported to the antebellum South. Rufus, the white son of a plantation
owner, is drowning, and Dana has been summoned to save him. Dana is drawn back
repeatedly through time to the slave quarters, and each time the stay grows longer,
more arduous, and more dangerous until it is uncertain whether or not Dana's life will
end, long before it has a chance to begin.
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 In these piercingly lovely
and endlessly surprising stories by one of the most acclaimed current practitioners of
the art of fiction, many things happen: there are betrayals and reconciliations, love
affairs consummated and mourned. But the true events in The Moons Of Jupiter are the
ways in which the characters are transformed over time, coming to view their past
selves with an anger, regret, and infinite compassion that communicate themselves to
us with electrifying force.
Here are all the embarrassing things that might happen to you in the fourth grade -- and
do happen to you, if your name is Alice McKinley: 1. Your next-door neighbor (who
happens to be a BOY!) sees you in your underpants. 2. You sneeze beans all over your
best friend. 3. Your brother lies to you for fun and you believe him. 4. You get trapped
inside a snow cave -- your own snow cave, that is. 5. You're the only person in the
whole grade who can't sing. Alice can't seem to do anything right anymore, especially
where her big brother Lester is concerned. When he gets really angry with her, Alice
doesn't know how to fix things between them. How is she going to get Lester to talk to
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her again? And will life ever get any easier? Fourth grade can't end soon enough! The
second of three prequels to the beloved Alice series, Alice in Blunderland lets younger
readers get to know the girl everyone wants to be friends with, and proves once again
that Phyllis Reynolds Naylor knows the fears, foibles, and fun of being a girl.
An international literary event: Ten new stories from a beloved and award-winning
author. This stunning collection of new stories demonstrates once again why Alice
Munro is celebrated as a pre-eminent master of the short story. While some of the
stories are traditional, set in “Alice Munro Country” in Ontario or in B.C., dealing with
ordinary women’s lives, others have a new, sharper edge. They involve child murders,
strange sex, and a terrifying home invasion. By way of astonishing variety, the title
story, set in Victorian Europe, follows the last journey from France to Sweden of a
famous Russian mathematician. This daring, superb collection proves that Alice Munro
will always surprise you.
"Should appeal to all rugged individualists who dream of escape to the forest."—The
New York Times Book Review Sam Gribley is terribly unhappy living in New York City
with his family, so he runs away to the Catskill Mountains to live in the woods—all by
himself. With only a penknife, a ball of cord, forty dollars, and some flint and steel, he
intends to survive on his own. Sam learns about courage, danger, and independence
during his year in the wilderness, a year that changes his life forever. “An extraordinary
book . . . It will be read year after year.” —The Horn Book
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"That Girl From the Dummy Line" is a first person account of growing up in severe
poverty in the delta farm region of northeastern Arkansas in 50s and 60s in a tarpapered shack built on a dirt road known as the dummy line. The dummy line girl was
the third of ten children born to an illiterate farmer and his wife, who didn't understand
their daughter's love of education or her desire to go to college as she excelled in
school. Indeed, they actively attempted to prevent her from leaving home to seek a
college degree. The dummy line girl spent much of her childhood working in the cotton
fields. Farm work and other chores took a toll on the dummy line girl's ability to stay on
track with her studies and goals. Further complicating her life was a dysfunctional
relationship with her parents and an abusive older sister. The local public school
system became her refuge and provided her with the hope she needed in order to plan
a better future for herself. This is a story about a girl who refused to accept the path
given her by accident of birth - a girl who wanted more and believed she deserved more
and was willing to work for it.
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