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A close presidential election in November could well come down to contested states or even
districts--an election decided by vote theft? It could happen this year. Based on Greg Palast
and Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.'s investigative reporting for Rolling Stone and BBC television,
Billionaires & Ballot Bandits: How to Steal an Election in 9 Easy Steps might be the most
important book published this year--one that could save the election. Billionaires & Ballot
Bandits names the filthy-rich sugar-daddies who are super-funding the Super-PACs of both
parties--billionaires with nicknames like "The Ice Man," "The Vulture" and, of course, The
Brothers Koch. Told with Palast's no-holds-barred, reporter-on-the-beat style, the facts as he
lays them out are staggering. What emerges in Billionaires & Ballot Bandits is the never-beforetold-story of the epic battle being fought behind the scenes between the old money banking
sector that still supports Obama, and the new hedge fund billionaires like Paul Singer who not
only support Romney but also are among his key economic advisors. Although it has not been
reported, Obama has shown some backbone in standing up to the financial excesses of the
men behind Romney. Billionaires & Ballot Bandits exposes the previously unreported details
on how operatives plan to use the hundreds of millions in Super-PAC money pouring into this
election. We know the money is pouring in, but Palast shows us the convoluted ways the
money will be used to suppress your vote. The story of the billionaires and why they want to
buy an election is matched with the nine ways they can steal the election. His story of the
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sophisticated new trickery will pick up on Palast's giant New York Times bestseller, The Best
Democracy Money Can Buy.
Fixing Elections shows our whole 18th-century Winner Take All political system, including the
way we elect our legislatures. Steven Hill argues our geographic-based, Winner Take All
political system is at the root of many of our worst political problems, including poor minority
and majority representation, low voter turnout, expensive mudslinging campaigns,
congressional gridlock, regional balkanization, and the growing divide between city-dwellers
and middle-America.
In her first novel since The Quick and the Dead (a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize), the legendary
writer takes us into an uncertain landscape after an environmental apocalypse, a world in
which only the man-made has value, but some still wish to salvage the authentic. "She
practices ... camouflage, except that instead of adapting to its environment, Williams’s
imagination, by remaining true to itself, reveals new colorations in the ecology around her.”
—A.O. Scott, The New York Times Book Review Khristen is a teenager who, her mother
believes, was marked by greatness as a baby when she died for a moment and then came
back to life. After Khristen’s failing boarding school for gifted teens closes its doors, and she
finds that her mother has disappeared, she ranges across the dead landscape and washes up
at a “resort” on the shores of a mysterious, putrid lake the elderly residents there call “Big
Girl.” In a rotting honeycomb of rooms, these old ones plot actions to punish corporations and
people they consider culpable in the destruction of the final scraps of nature’s beauty. What
will Khristen and Jeffrey, the precocious ten-year-old boy she meets there, learn from this
“gabby seditious lot, in the worst of health but with kamikaze hearts, an army of the aged and
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ill, determined to refresh, through crackpot violence, a plundered earth”? Rivetingly strange
and beautiful, and delivered with Williams’s searing, deadpan wit, Harrow is their intertwined
tale of paradise lost and of their reasons—against all reasonableness—to try and recover
something of it.
There are two winners in every presidential election campaign: The inevitable winner when it
begins--such as Rudy Giuliani or Hillary Clinton in 2008--and the inevitable victor after it ends.
In The Candidate, Samuel Popkin explains the difference between them. While plenty of
political insiders have written about specific campaigns, only Popkin--drawing on a lifetime of
presidential campaign experience and extensive research--analyzes what it takes to win the
next campaign. The road to the White House is littered with geniuses of campaigns past. Why
doesn't practice make perfect? Why is experience such a poor teacher? Why are the same
mistakes replayed again and again? Based on detailed analyses of the winners--and losers--of
the last 60 years of presidential campaigns, Popkin explains how challengers get to the White
House, how incumbents stay there for a second term, and how successors hold power for their
party. He looks in particular at three campaigns--George H.W. Bush's muddled campaign for
reelection in 1992, Al Gore's flawed campaign for the presidency in 2000, and Hillary Clinton's
mismanaged effort to win the nomination in 2008--and uncovers the lessons that Ronald
Reagan can teach future candidates about teamwork. Throughout, Popkin illuminates the
intricacies of presidential campaigns--the small details and the big picture, the surprising
mistakes and the predictable miscues--in a riveting account of what goes on inside a campaign
and what makes one succeed while another fails. As Popkin shows, a vision for the future and
the audacity to run are only the first steps in a candidate's run for office. To truly survive the
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most grueling show on earth, presidential hopefuls have to understand the critical factors that
Popkin reveals in The Candidate. In the wake of the 2012 election, Popkin's analysis looks
remarkably prescient. Obama ran a strong incumbent-oriented campaign but made typical
incumbent mistakes, as evidenced by his weak performance in the first debate. The Romney
campaign correctly put power in the hands of a strong campaign manager, but it couldn't
overcome the weaknesses of the candidate.
David Daley's "extraordinarily timely" (New York Times Book Review) account uncovers the
fundamental rigging of our House of Representatives and state legislatures nationwide.
John Fund explores the real divide the country faces with the looming election. Through wary
thoughts on voting integrity, he shows how eletions can be decided by the votes of dead
people, illegal felon voters, and absentee voters that simply don't exist. If nothing is done to
address the growing cynicism about vote counting, rest assured that another close presidential
election that descends into bitter partisan wrangling is just around the corner.
Published under the direction of the Secretary of State, this is an ideal publication for
candidates, Electoral Board members, Officers of Election, registrars, attorneys specializing in
election law and any citizen interested in the electoral process. Keep this with you for quick
reference at all times.
There is a growing realization that many of the problems afflicting American elections can be
traced to the electoral system itself, in particular to our winner-take-all approach to electing
officials. Douglas Amy demonstrates that switching to proportional representation elections -the voting system used in most other Western democracies, by which officials are elected in
large, multimember districts according to the proportion of the vote won by their parties -Page 4/28
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would enliven democratic political debate, increase voter choice and voter turnout, ensure fair
representation for third parties and minorities, eliminate wasted votes and "spoliers," and
ultimately produce policies that better reflect the public will. Looking beyond new voting
machines and other quick fixes for our electoral predicament, this new edition of Real
Choices/New Voices offers a timely and imaginative way out of the frustrations of our current
system of choosing leaders.
Offers a critical assessment of fundamental flaws in the American electoral system, looking at
how a minor "spoiler" candidate can affect the election by taking enough votes away from the
most popular candidate to tip the election to another, and proposes a simple but fair solution
designed to transform the electoral system.
Roessler, Andreas Schedler, Jan Teorell, Nicolas van de Walle, Sharon L. Wolchik
With every presidential election, Americans puzzle over the peculiar mechanism of the
Electoral College. The author of the Pulitzer finalist The Right to Vote explains the enduring
problem of this controversial institution. Every four years, millions of Americans wonder why
they choose their presidents through the Electoral College, an arcane institution that permits
the loser of the popular vote to become president and narrows campaigns to swing states.
Most Americans would prefer a national popular vote, and Congress has attempted on many
occasions to alter or scuttle the Electoral College. Several of these efforts—one as recently as
1970—came very close to winning approval. Yet this controversial system remains. Alexander
Keyssar explains its persistence. After tracing the Electoral College’s tangled origins at the
Constitutional Convention, he explores the efforts from 1800 to 2019 to abolish or significantly
reform it, showing why each has thus far failed. Reasons include the tendency of political
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parties to elevate partisan advantage above democratic values, the difficulty of passing
constitutional amendments, and, especially, the impulse to preserve white supremacy in the
South, which led to the region’s prolonged backing of the Electoral College. The most
common explanation—that small states have blocked reform for fear of losing influence—has
only occasionally been true. Keyssar examines why reform of the Electoral College has
received so little attention from Congress for the last forty years, as well as alternatives to
congressional action such as the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact and state efforts to
eliminate winner-take-all. In analyzing the reasons for past failures while showing how close
the nation has come to abolishing the institution, Why Do We Still Have the Electoral College?
offers encouragement to those hoping to produce change in the twenty-first century.
The Mathematics of Voting and Elections: A Hands-on Approach will help you discover
answers to these and many other questions. Easily accessible to anyone interested in the
subject, the book requires virtually no prior mathematical experience beyond basic arithmetic,
and includes numerous examples and discussions regarding actual elections from politics and
popular culture.
Assesses fundamental flaws in the American electoral system, looking at how a minor "spoiler"
candidate can affect the election, and proposes a simple but fair solution designed to transform
the electoral system.
FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE #1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER JUSTICE ON TRIAL Stunned by
the turbulence of the 2020 election, millions of Americans are asking the forbidden question:
what really happened? It was a devastating triple punch. Capping their four-year campaign to
destroy the Trump presidency, the media portrayed a Democratic victory as necessary and
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inevitable. Big Tech, wielding unprecedented powers, vaporized dissent and erased damning
reports about the Biden family's corruption. And Democratic operatives, exploiting a public
health crisis, shamelessly manipulated the voting process itself. Silenced and subjected, the
American people lost their faith in the system. RIGGED is the definitive account of the 2020
election. Based on Mollie Hemingway's exclusive interviews with campaign officials, reporters,
Supreme Court justices, and President Trump himself, it exposes the fraud and cynicism
behind the Democrats' historic power-grab. Rewriting history is a specialty of the radical left,
now in control of America's political and cultural heights. But they will have to contend with the
determination, insight, and eloquence of Mollie Hemingway. RIGGED is a reminder for weary
patriots that truth is still the most powerful weapon. The stakes for our democracy have never
been higher.
Voters today often desert a preferred candidate for a more viable second choice to avoid
wasting their vote. Likewise, parties to a dispute often find themselves unable to agree on a fair
division of contested goods. In Mathematics and Democracy, Steven Brams, a leading
authority in the use of mathematics to design decision-making processes, shows how socialchoice and game theory could make political and social institutions more democratic. Using
mathematical analysis, he develops rigorous new procedures that enable voters to better
express themselves and that allow disputants to divide goods more fairly. One of the
procedures that Brams proposes is "approval voting," which allows voters to vote for as many
candidates as they like or consider acceptable. There is no ranking, and the candidate with the
most votes wins. The voter no longer has to consider whether a vote for a preferred but less
popular candidate might be wasted. In the same vein, Brams puts forward new, more equitable
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procedures for resolving disputes over divisible and indivisible goods.
International politics is witnessing a rapid transformation due to the emerging impact of the
internet and digital media. Activists in various countries have been given a new medium to
voice their views and opinions, resulting in governments adapting to the digital environment in
which we currently live. As the role of social media and online communities continue to grow,
empirical research is needed on their specific impact on governmental policies and reform.
Recent Developments in Internet Activism and Political Participation is an essential reference
source that explores the modern role that digital media plays within community engagement
and political development. This book discusses real-world case studies in various regions of
the world on how the internet is affecting government agendas and promoting the voice of the
community. Featuring research on topics such as digital ecosystems, information technology,
and foreign policy, this book is ideally designed for researchers, strategists, government
officials, policymakers, sociologists, administrators, scholars, educators, and students seeking
coverage on the societal impact of social media in modern global politics.

Since the very birth of democracy in ancient Greece, the simple act of voting has
given rise to mathematical paradoxes that have puzzled some of the greatest
philosophers, statesmen, and mathematicians. Numbers Rule traces the epic
quest by these thinkers to create a more perfect democracy and adapt to the
ever-changing demands that each new generation places on our democratic
institutions. In a sweeping narrative that combines history, biography, and
mathematics, George Szpiro details the fascinating lives and big ideas of great
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minds such as Plato, Pliny the Younger, Ramon Llull, Pierre Simon Laplace,
Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, John von Neumann, and Kenneth Arrow,
among many others. Each chapter in this riveting book tells the story of one or
more of these visionaries and the problem they sought to overcome, like the
Marquis de Condorcet, the eighteenth-century French nobleman who
demonstrated that a majority vote in an election might not necessarily result in a
clear winner. Szpiro takes readers from ancient Greece and Rome to medieval
Europe, from the founding of the American republic and the French Revolution to
today's high-stakes elective politics. He explains how mathematical paradoxes
and enigmas can crop up in virtually any voting arena, from electing a class
president, a pope, or prime minister to the apportionment of seats in Congress.
Numbers Rule describes the trials and triumphs of the thinkers down through the
ages who have dared the odds in pursuit of a just and equitable democracy.
Are you Smart Enough to Work at Google? guides readers through the surprising
solutions to dozens of the most challenging interview questions. Learn the
importance of creative thinking, how to get a leg up on the competition, what your
Facebook page says about you, and much more. You are shrunk to the height of
a nickel and thrown in a blender. The blades start moving in 60 seconds. What
do you do? If you want to work at Google, or any of America's best companies,
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you need to have an answer to this and other puzzling questions. Are you Smart
Enough to Work at Google? is a must read for anyone who wants to succeed in
today's job market.
The New York Times bestseller that explains one of the most important
perceptual shifts in the history of humankind Scott Adams was one of the earliest
public figures to predict Donald Trump’s election. The mainstream media
regarded Trump as a lucky clown, but Adams – best known as “the guy who
created Dilbert” -- recognized a level of persuasion you only see once in a
generation. We’re hardwired to respond to emotion, not reason, and Trump
knew exactly which emotional buttons to push. The point isn’t whether Trump
was right or wrong, good or bad. Adams goes beyond politics to look at
persuasion tools that can work in any setting—the same ones Adams saw in
Steve Jobs when he invested in Apple decades ago. Win Bigly is a field guide for
persuading others in any situation—or resisting the tactics of emotional persuasion
when they’re used on you. This revised edition features a bonus chapter that
assesses just how well Adams foresaw the outcomes of Trump’s tactics with
North Korea, the NFL protesters, Congress, and more.
An urgent primer on what can be done to combat emerging threats to the core of
U.S. democracy—presidential elections. “Hirsch does a very good job of offering
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historical context to illuminate the present—and the terrifying future. His
imaginative proposals are probably too sensible to be implemented in an age of
parochial partisanship.”—David Shipler, former reporter for the New York Times
and Pulitzer Prize winner In 2000, we learned that an exceptionally close
presidential election can produce chaos, because we have no reliable
Constitutional mechanism for resolving disputes. Since 2016, we have learned
that foreign countries—and perhaps other malevolent actors—have been covertly
attacking U.S. election systems. In the age of hacking, our elections are more
vulnerable than ever, and yet we have failed to adequately prepare for all
possible scenarios. It is time for us to think about how we can prevent and/or deal
with disaster before it strikes. In A Short History, Constitutional scholar Alan
Hirsch addresses these issues with urgency and precision. He presents a
concise history of presidential elections that resulted in crises and advocates
clear, common-sense solutions, including abolishing the Electoral College and
the creation of a permanent, non-partisan Presidential Election Review Board to
prevent or remedy future crises. "Democracy is broken, but as Alan Hirsch
explains, it really doesn’t have to be. This is the real story of how our voting
system became so vulnerable to attacks from within and without, told with
precision, verve, and even hope. This is the way out."—Douglas Rushkoff, author
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of Team Human "This is a must-read for anyone who cares about safeguarding
presidential elections ?which should be everyone. Alan Hirsch illuminates and
captivates as he unpacks our history of close and chaotic presidential elections
occasioned by the Electoral College, and he masterfully develops the case for
shifting to a national popular election. He then addresses contemporary
technological threats to electoral legitimacy such as hacked elections or
suppressed turnout, and offers a novel and provocative political (and, dare one
say, nonpartisan) solution. The time to read this book and pay attention is
now."—Evan Caminker, Professor and former Dean, University of Michigan Law
School
As the last decade has shown, ideological polarization in Congress has reached
historic levels. Yet, spatial theory has become increasingly important for how
scholars understand Congress and legislative elections. In spatial models,
candidates select positions along an ideological spectrum, and voters choose
candidates based on those locations. However, the central tendency of these
models is for the candidates to converge to the location of the median voter, so
polarization has become increasingly problematic for spatial theory, even as
scholars have come to rely increasingly on these models. In Incremental
Polarization, Justin Buchler provides a unified spatial model of legislative
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elections, parties, and roll call voting to explain the development of polarization in
Congress. His model moves beyond elections and factors in legislators' roll call
voting, where a different but related spatial process operates. By linking these
models, Incremental Polarization fills a critical gap in our understanding of the
strategic, electoral, and procedural roots of polarization-and the role that parties
play in the process.
Democracy does not deliver on the things we have assumed are its natural
outcomes. This, coupled with a growing sense of malaise in both new and
established democracies forms the basis to the assertion made by some, that
these are not democracies at all. Through considerable, impressive empirical
analysis of a variety of voting methods, across twenty different nations, Roslyn
Fuller presents the data that makes this contention indisputable. Proving that the
party which forms the government rarely receives the majority of the popular
vote, that electoral systems regularly produce manufactured majorities and that
the better funded side invariably wins such contests in both elections and
referenda, Fuller’s findings challenge the most fundamental elements of both
national politics and broader society. Beast and Gods argues for a return to
democracy as perceived by the ancient Athenians. Boldly arguing for the
necessity of the Aristotelian assumption that citizens are agents whose wishes
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and aims can be attained through participation in politics, and through an
examination of what “goods” are provided by democracy, Fuller offers a powerful
challenge to the contemporary liberal view that there are no "goods" in politics,
only individual citizens seeking to fulfil their particular interests.
This book is open access under a CC BY 4.0 license. This book addresses the
peculiarities of the current presidential election system not yet addressed in other
publications. It argues that any rules for electing a President that may have a
chance to replace the current ones should provide an equal representation of
states as equal members of the Union, and of the nation as a whole. This book
analyzes the National Popular Vote plan and shows that this plan may violate the
Supreme Court decisions on the equality of votes cast in statewide popular
elections held to choose state electors. That is, the National Popular Vote plan
may violate the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. The book
proposes a new election system in which the will of the states and the will of the
nation as a whole are determined by direct popular elections for President and
Vice President in the 50 states and in D.C. This system a) would elect President
a candidate who is the choice of both the nation as a whole and of the states as
equal members of the Union, b) would let the current system elect a President
only if the nation as a whole and the states as equal members of the Union fail to
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agree on a common candidate, and c) would encourage the candidates to
campaign nationwide. The second edition has been updated to include a
proposal on how to make established non-major party presidential candidates
and independent candidates welcome participants in national televised
presidential debates with the major-party candidates.
"To the Ancient Greeks, democracy meant gathering in a public space and
arguing based on an agenda set by a randomly selected assembly of 500 other
citizens. To the Icelandic Vikings in Northern Europe a few centuries later, it
meant gathering every summer in a large field, a place where they held their own
annual "parliament," and similarly talking things through until they got to relatively
consensual decisions about the common's fate. Our contemporary representative
democracies are very different. Modern Parliaments are intimidating buildings
that are much harder to access for ordinary citizens-quite literally. They are
typically gated and guarded, and it often feels as if only certain types of peoplepeople with the right suit, accent, bank account, connections, even last namesare welcome to enter them. In Open Democracy, Landemore revitalizes the
model of success from ancient open democracies alongside the problems of the
present-day representative democracies in order to get to the heart of the issues
which contemporary democratic societies are dealing with today. Something has
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been lost between the two, Landemore argues: accessibility; openness to the
ordinary man and woman. Landemore believes the move to "representative"
democracy, a mediated form of democracy seen as unavoidable in mass,
commercial societies, also became a move towards democratic closure, and
exclusivity. Open Democracy asks how can we recover the openness of ancient
democracies in today's world, and would it help the crisis of democracy? In
diagnosing what is wrong with representative democracy, Landemore offers a
normative alternative and strategy-one that is more true to the democratic ideal of
"government of the people, by the people, for the people." This alternative
conception (open democracy) is one Landemore believes can be used to imagine
and design more participatory, responsive, accountable, and smarter institutions,
thereby strengthening our democracies along with on the whole, our societies"-The former special assistant for legislative affairs to President Clinton, president of the
American Constitution Society, and author of the “damn fine” (Elle) Under the Bus shows how
the left can undo the right’s damage and take the country back Despite representing the
beliefs of a minority of the American public on many issues, conservatives are in power not just
in Washington, DC, but also in state capitals and courtrooms across the country. They got
there because, while progressives fought to death over the nuances of policy and to bring
attention to specific issues, conservatives focused on simply gaining power by gaming our
democracy. They understood that policy follows power, not the other way around. Now, in a
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sensational new book, Caroline Fredrickson—who has had a front-row seat on the political
drama in DC for decades while working to shape progressive policies as special assistant for
legislative affairs to President Clinton, chief of staff to Senator Maria Cantwell, deputy chief of
staff to Senator Tom Daschle, and president of the American Constitution Society—argues that
it’s time for progressives to focus on winning. She shows us how we can learn from the right
by having the determination to focus on judicial elections, state power, and voter laws without
stooping to their dishonest, rule-breaking tactics. We must be ruthless in thinking through how
work to change the rules of the game to regain power, expand the franchise, end voter
suppression, win judicial elections, and fight for transparency and fairness in our political
system, and Fredrickson shows us how.
CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title "They could write like angels and scheme like demons."
So begins Pulitzer Prize-winner Edward Larson's masterful account of the wild ride that was
the 1800 presidential election—an election so convulsive and so momentous to the future of
American democracy that Thomas Jefferson would later dub it "America's second revolution."
This was America's first true presidential campaign, giving birth to our two-party system and
indelibly etching the lines of partisanship that have so profoundly shaped American politics
ever since. The contest featured two of our most beloved Founding Fathers, once warm
friends, facing off as the heads of their two still-forming parties—the hot-tempered but sharpminded John Adams, and the eloquent yet enigmatic Thomas Jefferson—flanked by the brilliant
tacticians Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr, who later settled their own differences in a duel.
The country was descending into turmoil, reeling from the terrors of the French Revolution, and
on the brink of war with France. Blistering accusations flew as our young nation was torn apart
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along party lines: Adams and his elitist Federalists would squelch liberty and impose a Britishstyle monarchy; Jefferson and his radically democratizing Republicans would throw the country
into chaos and debase the role of religion in American life. The stakes could not have been
higher. As the competition heated up, other founders joined the fray—James Madison, John
Jay, James Monroe, Gouverneur Morris, George Clinton, John Marshall, Horatio Gates, and
even George Washington—some of them emerging from retirement to respond to the political
crisis gripping the nation and threatening its future. Drawing on unprecedented, meticulous
research of the day-to-day unfolding drama, from diaries and letters of the principal players as
well as accounts in the fast-evolving partisan press, Larson vividly re-creates the mounting
tension as one state after another voted and the press had the lead passing back and forth.
The outcome remained shrouded in doubt long after the voting ended, and as Inauguration
Day approached, Congress met in closed session to resolve the crisis. In its first great electoral
challenge, our fragile experiment in constitutional democracy hung in the balance. A
Magnificent Catastrophe is history writing at its evocative best: the riveting story of the last
great contest of the founding period.
Political Game Theory is a self-contained introduction to game theory and its applications to
political science. The book presents choice theory, social choice theory, static and dynamic
games of complete information, static and dynamic games of incomplete information, repeated
games, bargaining theory, mechanism design and a mathematical appendix covering, logic,
real analysis, calculus and probability theory. The methods employed have many applications
in various disciplines including comparative politics, international relations and American
politics. Political Game Theory is tailored to students without extensive backgrounds in
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mathematics, and traditional economics, however there are also many special sections that
present technical material that will appeal to more advanced students. A large number of
exercises are also provided to practice the skills and techniques discussed.
A landmark insider’s tour of how social media affects our decision-making and shapes our
world in ways both useful and dangerous, with critical insights into the social media trends of
the 2020 election and beyond “The book might be described as prophetic. . . . At least two of
Aral’s three predictions have come to fruition.”—New York NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY WIRED • LONGLISTED FOR THE PORCHLIGHT BUSINESS
BOOK AWARD Social media connected the world—and gave rise to fake news and increasing
polarization. It is paramount, MIT professor Sinan Aral says, that we recognize the outsize
effect social media has on us—on our politics, our economy, and even our personal health—in
order to steer today’s social technology toward its great promise while avoiding the ways it can
pull us apart. Drawing on decades of his own research and business experience, Aral goes
under the hood of the most powerful social networks to tackle the critical question of just how
much social media actually shapes our choices, for better or worse. He shows how the tech
behind social media offers the same set of behavior influencing levers to everyone who hopes
to change the way we think and act—from Russian hackers to brand marketers—which is why its
consequences affect everything from elections to business, dating to health. Along the way, he
covers a wide array of topics, including how network effects fuel Twitter’s and Facebook’s
massive growth, the neuroscience of how social media affects our brains, the real
consequences of fake news, the power of social ratings, and the impact of social media on our
kids. In mapping out strategies for being more thoughtful consumers of social media, The Hype
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Machine offers the definitive guide to understanding and harnessing for good the technology
that has redefined our world overnight.
Drawing from a wealth of primary sources, including new interviews conducted by the authors,
a thought-provoking examination of California's history through the 12 elections that forever
changed the state reveals the forces behind the choices made at the polls and the
consequences that carry over to this day. --Publisher's description.
Our Electoral System is Fundamentally Flawed, But There's a Simple and Fair Solution At least
five U.S. presidential elections have been won by the second most popular candidate. The
reason was a "spoiler"—a minor candidate who takes enough votes away from the most popular
candidate to tip the election to someone else. The spoiler effect is more than a glitch. It is a
consequence of one of the most surprising intellectual discoveries of the twentieth century: the
"impossibility theorem" of Nobel laureate economist Kenneth Arrow. The impossibility theorem
asserts that voting is fundamentally unfair—a finding that has not been lost on today's political
consultants. Armed with polls, focus groups, and smear campaigns, political strategists are
exploiting the mathematical faults of the simple majority vote. In recent election cycles, this has
led to such unlikely tactics as Republicans funding ballot drives for Green spoilers and
Democrats paying for right-wing candidates' radio ads. Gaming the Vote shows that there is a
solution to the spoiler problem that will satisfy both right and left. A system called range voting,
already widely used on the Internet, is the fairest voting method of all, according to computer
studies. Despite these findings, range voting remains controversial, and Gaming the Vote
assesses the obstacles confronting any attempt to change the American electoral system. The
latest of several books by William Poundstone on the theme of how important scientific ideas
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have affected the real world, Gaming the Vote is a wry exposé of how the political system
really works, and a call to action.
In the last decade, digital media technologies and developments have given rise to exciting
new forms of ludic, or playful, engagements of citizens in cultural and societal issues. From the
Occupy movement to playful city-making to the gameful designs of the Obama 2008 and
Trump 2016 presidential campaigns, and the rise of citizen science and ecological games, this
book shows how play is a key theoretical, methodological, and practical principle for
comprehending such new forms of civic engagement in a mediatized culture. The Playful
Citizen explores how and through what media we are becoming more playful as citizens and
how this manifests itself in our ways of doing, living, and thinking. We offer a pluralistic answer
to such questions by bringing together scholars from different fields such as game and play
studies, social sciences, and media and culture studies. Bron: Flaptekst, uitgeversinformatie.
America faces daunting problems—stagnant wages, high health care costs, neglected schools,
deteriorating public services. How did we get here? Through decades of dysfunctional
government. In Democracy in America? veteran political observers Benjamin I. Page and
Martin Gilens marshal an unprecedented array of evidence to show that while other countries
have responded to a rapidly changing economy by helping people who’ve been left behind,
the United States has failed to do so. Instead, we have actually exacerbated inequality,
enriching corporations and the wealthy while leaving ordinary citizens to fend for themselves.
What’s the solution? More democracy. More opportunities for citizens to shape what their
government does. To repair our democracy, Page and Gilens argue, we must change the way
we choose candidates and conduct our elections, reform our governing institutions, and curb
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the power of money in politics. By doing so, we can reduce polarization and gridlock, address
pressing challenges, and enact policies that truly reflect the interests of average Americans.
Updated with new information, this book lays out a set of proposals that would boost citizen
participation, curb the power of money, and democratize the House and Senate.

"Newsweek" magazine's election reporters expose the inside stories and scandals of
the 1988 campaign
Drawing on the tools of game design to fix democracy. Anyone who has ever been to a
public hearing or community meeting would agree that participatory democracy can be
boring. Hours of repetitive presentations, alternatingly alarmist or complacent, for or
against, accompanied by constant heckling, often with no clear outcome or decision. Is
this the best democracy can offer? In Making Democracy Fun, Josh Lerner offers a
novel solution for the sad state of our deliberative democracy: the power of good game
design. What if public meetings featured competition and collaboration (such as team
challenges), clear rules (presented and modeled in multiple ways), measurable
progress (such as scores and levels), and engaging sounds and visuals? These game
mechanics would make meetings more effective and more enjoyable—even fun. Lerner
reports that institutions as diverse as the United Nations, the U.S. Army, and grassroots
community groups are already using games and game-like processes to encourage
participation. Drawing on more than a decade of practical experience and extensive
research, he explains how games have been integrated into a variety of public
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programs in North and South America. He offers rich stories of game techniques in
action, in children's councils, social service programs, and participatory budgeting and
planning. With these real-world examples in mind, Lerner describes five kinds of games
and twenty-six game mechanics that are especially relevant for democracy. He finds
that when governments and organizations use games and design their programs to be
more like games, public participation becomes more attractive, effective, and
transparent. Game design can make democracy fun—and make it work.
“An important new book” (The Washington Post) on the long struggle to win voting
rights for all citizens by the author of The Second Amendment: A Biography and
president of The Brennan Center, a legal think tank at NYU. Michael Waldman’s The
Second Amendment traced the ongoing argument on gun rights from The Bill of Rights
to now. In this “timely contribution to the discussion of a crucial issue” (Kirkus
Reviews), Waldman takes a succinct and comprehensive look at an even more crucial
struggle: the past and present effort to define and defend government based on “the
consent of the governed.” From the writing of the Constitution, and at every step along
the way, as Americans sought the right, others have fought to stop them. This is the
first book to trace the entire story from the Founders’ debates to today’s restrictions:
gerrymandering; voter ID laws; the flood of money unleashed by conservative nonprofit
organizations; making voting difficult to the elderly, the poor, and the young, by
restricting open polling places. Waldman describes the precedents for these
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contemporary arguments. The fight, sometimes vicious, has always been at the center
of American politics: from counting slaves but not permitting them to vote, to propertyless males, then to free Blacks, women, eighteen-year-olds, and the disadvantaged,
who were harassed by literacy tests. Now the right to vote is challenged by restrictions
on open polling schedules and IDs, plus floods of money. It’s been a raw, rowdy,
fierce, and often rollicking struggle for power. The Fight to Vote is “an engaging,
concise history…offering many useful reforms that advocates on both sides of the aisle
should consider” (The Wall Street Journal).
A riveting, deeply personal account of history in the making—from the president who
inspired us to believe in the power of democracy #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
• NAACP IMAGE AWARD NOMINEE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • Jennifer Szalai, The New York
Times • NPR • The Guardian • Marie Claire In the stirring, highly anticipated first
volume of his presidential memoirs, Barack Obama tells the story of his improbable
odyssey from young man searching for his identity to leader of the free world,
describing in strikingly personal detail both his political education and the landmark
moments of the first term of his historic presidency—a time of dramatic transformation
and turmoil. Obama takes readers on a compelling journey from his earliest political
aspirations to the pivotal Iowa caucus victory that demonstrated the power of
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grassroots activism to the watershed night of November 4, 2008, when he was elected
44th president of the United States, becoming the first African American to hold the
nation’s highest office. Reflecting on the presidency, he offers a unique and thoughtful
exploration of both the awesome reach and the limits of presidential power, as well as
singular insights into the dynamics of U.S. partisan politics and international diplomacy.
Obama brings readers inside the Oval Office and the White House Situation Room, and
to Moscow, Cairo, Beijing, and points beyond. We are privy to his thoughts as he
assembles his cabinet, wrestles with a global financial crisis, takes the measure of
Vladimir Putin, overcomes seemingly insurmountable odds to secure passage of the
Affordable Care Act, clashes with generals about U.S. strategy in Afghanistan, tackles
Wall Street reform, responds to the devastating Deepwater Horizon blowout, and
authorizes Operation Neptune’s Spear, which leads to the death of Osama bin Laden.
A Promised Land is extraordinarily intimate and introspective—the story of one man’s
bet with history, the faith of a community organizer tested on the world stage. Obama is
candid about the balancing act of running for office as a Black American, bearing the
expectations of a generation buoyed by messages of “hope and change,” and meeting
the moral challenges of high-stakes decision-making. He is frank about the forces that
opposed him at home and abroad, open about how living in the White House affected
his wife and daughters, and unafraid to reveal self-doubt and disappointment. Yet he
never wavers from his belief that inside the great, ongoing American experiment,
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progress is always possible. This beautifully written and powerful book captures Barack
Obama’s conviction that democracy is not a gift from on high but something founded
on empathy and common understanding and built together, day by day.
On the afternoon of election day 2004, the world was abuzz with the news: exit polls
indicated that John Kerry would decisively win the election and become the next
president of the United States. That proved not to be the case. According to the official
count—the number of votes tallied, not necessarily the number of votes cast—George W.
Bush beat Kerry by a margin of three million votes. The exit polls, however, had
predicted a margin of victory for Kerry of five million votes. Occurrences of vote
manipulation, vote suppression, and outright election fraud were alleged at the local
level in many precincts throughout Ohio and other "battleground" states. Where the
controversy of the 2000 presidential election had come about as the result of an
extremely close race, in 2004 the irregularities were widespread and appeared to follow
a clear pattern. Why then did the Democrats concede the election early the next
morning? Why has there been no investigation by any major news organization? What
does it say about our democracy when the slot machine industry is more strictly
regulated than our electronic voting machines? Was the 2004 Presidential Election
Stolen? analyzes the available data, and attempts to answer the question of whether
America's sitting president was inaugurated after winning, or losing the 2004
presidential race.
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"Darryl Perry has produced a comprehensive examination of the ways in which ballot
access laws, campaign finance 'reform', gerrymandering, and other restrictions limited
participation in the electoral process. I recommend this to anyone interested in learning
how the political monopoly arose and what we might do to open the process to new
candidates promoting the old idea of liberty both inside and outside the major parties."
Ron Paul Ten-term Congressman and three-time Presidential Candidate "A great
primer on the evolution of the United States' political scene from a system that favored
citizen-legislators to one that creates professional politicians, from a culture that
reflected a diversity of ideas to one that stifles dissenting opinions. Using historical
election data and correlating it to changes in election laws, Perry shows how
incumbents and the two major parties have literally outlawed real competition in the
political arena. Thankfully, he also proposes solutions to this problem. This book should
be read by every Political Science 101 student, every member of Congress, and every
state legislator in the country." Randall T. Hayes Chair, Boston Tea Party of Louisiana
"Darryl presents a comprehensive and historical analysis of how the American system
is rigged against voters and their rightful choices in favor of statist quo ante- the twoparty mess we're in - but he also presents solutions to break the death grip they hold on
our Republic. All informed voters and freedom activists should have this information at
their fingertips when engaging the body politic." Michael Seebeck former Vice Chair,
Libertarian Party of California "Duopoly presents the history of the electoral system of
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our country, accompanied by easy-to-understand facts and statistics, to explore the
very real barriers faced by potential independent and third-party political candidates.
Appropriate for both the uninitiated and those well-versed in politics, this illustration of
how the system has been manipulated by and for the two-party system raises important
questions, provides documented answers and proposes sensible solutions." Tammy
Apitzsch Voter
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