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Geopolitics is a way of looking at the world: one that considers the links between
political power, geography, and cultural diversity. In certain places such as Iraq,
Lebanon, or Israel, moving a few feet either side of a territorial boundary can be a
matter of life or death, dramatically highlighting the connections between place
and politics. Even far away from these 'danger zones' - in Europe or the US for
example - geopolitics remains an important part of everyday life. For a country's
location and size as well as its sovereignty and resources all affect how the
people that live there understand and interact with the wider world. In this new
edition Klaus Dodds takes into account several world developments that have
occured since original publication, including the Arab Spring, the worldwide
economic crisis, and the developing role of China in international politics. Using
wide-ranging examples, from historical maps to James Bond films and the
rhetoric of political leaders both past and present, this Very Short Introduction
shows why, for a full understanding of contemporary global politics, it is not just
smart - it is essential - to be geopolitical. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Marking the renaissance of social geographies in recent years, this major
textbook showcases the breadth of conceptual and empirical approaches that
scholars now utilize to understand contemporary social issues through a spatial
lens. The book is collectively authored by one of the largest groups of social
geographers in the world. It develops a vision of social geographies that is rooted
in the commitments that have characterised the sub-discipline for at least half a
decade (e.g. society-space relations, justice, equality), while incorporating new
approaches, theories and concerns (e.g. emotions, performance, and the morethan-human). Embracing the increasing porosity of our work with neighbouring
economic, cultural, political and environmental geographies, the book provides a
round-up of the state of the sub-discipline, capturing recent directions and
charting new questions and challenges for theory, research and practice. It
makes sense of the bewildering variety of contemporary social geographical
interests, from longstanding topics (e.g. race, class and gender) to more recent
interests (e.g. sustainability, digital worlds and social change). Above all, it makes
clear the relevance and contributions of social geographies not only to
understanding a wide range of global and local issues, but to social change
alongside communities, policy-makers and social movements. Each chapter
offers an introduction to current work in social geographies, providing an
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overview and in-depth examples. The book has these key features that make it
an essential resource for any social geography course: An accessible and
engaging style that is ideal for entry level students Definitions of key terms and
carefully explained concepts and ideas A range of exciting contemporary
examples from a wide variety of geographical settings, including those drawn
from the authors’ recent research Cross-referencing between chapters to help
students expand learning Illustration with photos, tables, diagrams and other
material Suggestions for further reading in each chapter “Real world research”
and “real world theory” textboxes providing examples of research projects and
theoretical perspectives, bringing topics alive and exploring challenges on the
ground
Cohen argues that the emergence of the United States as the world's sole
superpower and the process of globalization have failed to remove the
importance of geography as a political and strategic factor of great import. After
laying out the structural basis for his theory of geopolitical theory, he launches
into an examination of how geopolitical realities have developed since World War
II, a period that witnessed greater change than the preceding two and a half
centuries. He then turns his attention to the meat of the book, separate
examinations of the each of the major world regions, including examinations of
the important countries and their individual geopolitical realities.
Grygiel asserts that, though many other aspects of foreign policy have changed
throughout history, strategic response to geographical features remains one of
the most salient factors in establishing and maintaining power in the international
arena.
The end of apartheid brought South Africa into the global media environment.
Outside companies invested in the nation's newspapers while South African
conglomerates pursued lucrative tech ventures and communication markets
around the world. Many observers viewed the rapid development of South
African media as a roadmap from authoritarianism to global modernity. Herman
Wasserman analyzes the debates surrounding South Africa's new media
presence against the backdrop of rapidly changing geopolitics. His exploration
reveals how South African disputes regarding access to, and representation in,
the media reflect the domination and inequality in the global communication
sphere. Optimists see post-apartheid media as providing a vital space that
encourages exchanges of opinion in a young democracy. Critics argue the public
sphere mirrors South Africa's past divisions and privileges the viewpoints of the
elite. Wasserman delves into the ways these simplistic narratives obscure the
country's internal tensions, conflicts, and paradoxes even as he charts the
diverse nature of South African entry into the global arena.
This volume examines geopolitics by looking at the interaction between
geography, strategy and history. This book addresses three interrelated
questions: why does the geographical scope of political objectives and
subsequent strategy of states change? How do these changes occur? Over what
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period of time do these changes occur? The theories of Sir Halford Mackinder
and Nicholas Spykman are examined in order to provide an analytical narrative
for five case studies, four historical and one contemporary. Taken together they
offer the prospect of converting descriptions of historical change into analytic
explanations, thereby highlighting the importance of a number of commonly
overlooked variables. In addition, the case studies will illuminate the challenges
that states face when attempting to change the scope of their foreign policy and
geo-strategy in response to shifts in the geopolitical reality. This book breaks new
ground in seeking to provide a way to understand why and how the geographical
scope of political objectives and subsequent strategy both expands and
contracts. This book will be of much interest to students of geopolitics, strategic
studies, military history, and international relations.
This thought-provoking and clearly argued text provides a critical geopolitical lens
for understanding global environment politics. A subfield of political geography,
environmental geopolitics examines how environmental themes are used to
support geopolitical arguments and physical realities of power and place.
Shannon O’Lear considers common, problematic traits of such familiar but
widely misunderstood narratives about human-environment relationships.
Mainstream themes about human-environment relationships include narratives
about presumed connections between human population trends and resource
scarcity; ways in which conflict and violence are linked to resource use or
environmental degradation; climate security; and the application of science to
solve environmental problems. O’Lear questions these narratives, arguing that
the role or meaning of the environment is rarely specified, humans’ role in these
situations tends to be considered selectively, and little attention is paid to spatial
dimensions of human-environment relationships. She shows that how we tend to
think about environmental concerns often obscure value judgments and constrain
more dynamic approaches to human-environment relationships. Environmental
geopolitics demonstrates how we can question familiar assumptions to generate
more just and creative approaches to our many relationships with the
environment.
This clear and concise introductory textbook guides students through their first
engagement with geopolitics. It offers a clear framework for understanding
contemporary conflicts by showing how geography provides opportunities and
limits upon the actions of countries, national groups, and terrorist organizations.
This second edition is fundamentally restructured to emphasize geopolitical
agency, and non-state actors. The text is fully revised, containing a brand new
chapter on environmental geopolitics, which includes discussion of climate
change and resource conflicts. The text contains updated case studies, such as
the Korean conflict, Israel-Palestine and Chechnya and Kashmir, to emphasize
the multi-faceted nature of conflict. These, along with guided exercises, help
explain contemporary global power struggles, environmental geopolitics, the
global military actions of the United States, the persistence of nationalist conflicts,
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the changing role of borders, and the new geopolitics of terrorism, and peace
movements. Throughout, the readers are introduced to different theoretical
perspectives, including feminist contributions, as both the practice and
representation of geopolitics are discussed. Introduction to Geopolitics is an ideal
introductory text which provides a deeper and critical understanding of current
affairs, geopolitical structures and agents. The text is extensively illustrated with
diagrams, maps, photographs and end of chapter further reading. Both students
and general readers alike will find this book an essential stepping-stone to
understanding contemporary conflicts.
This book furthers academic scholarship in cutting-edge areas of geographical and geopolitical
writing by drawing on a series of little-studied undersea living projects conducted by the US
Navy during the Cold War (Project Genesis, Sealab I, II and III). Supported by an engaging
and novel empirical setting, the central themes of the book revolve around the practice and
construct of ‘territory’, ‘terrain’, the ‘elemental’ and the interrelationships between these
material phenomenon and both human and non-human bodies. Furthermore, the book will
point to future research trajectories in the form of ‘extreme geographies’ to better understand
living practices in a world that is increasingly submerged and extreme.
Now in a thoroughly revised edition, this innovative textbook surveys the field of popular
geopolitics, exploring the relationship between popular culture and international relations from
a geographical perspective. Using colorful current examples, it brings together a diverse,
multidisciplinary literature and makes it understandable and relevant.
Engaging Geopolitics provides a comprehensive introduction to the influence of geography,
demography and economics on politics and international relations in the world in which we live
today. The authors' expressed aim is to make geopolitics more accessible to undergraduate
students, with the hope that the book will be an ideal starting pointing for those who will be
moving vertically into more advanced courses in political geography or laterally into other
concerns of international affairs.
Geopolitics is concerned with the interface of geography and international relations. Parker
traces geopolitics from its origins to today. Issues include the persistance of ethnic, national
and religious conflicts, environmental problems, unequal resource use, and the impact of
globalization. Above all there is the inadequacy of existing geopolitical structures and the need
to devise new ones more relevant to the needs of the contemporary world.
This new Handbook gathers together state-of-the-art theoretical reflection and empirical
research by a group of leading international scholars relating to recent transformations in the
field of security studies.
This book, originally published in 1986, shows the importance of geography in international
power politics and shows how geopolitical thought influences policy-making and action. It
considers the various elements within international power politics such as ideologies, territorial
competition and spheres of influences, and shows how geographical considerations are crucial
to each element. It considers the effects of distance on global power politics and explores how
the geography of international communication and contact and the geography of economic and
social patterns change over time and affect international power balances.
This book argues that in the twenty-first century Eastern Eurasia will replace Europe as the
theatre of decision in international affairs, and that this new geographic and cultural context will
have a strong influence on the future of world affairs. For half a millennium, the great powers
have practised what might be called ‘world politics’, yet during that time Europe, and small
portions of the Near East and North Africa strategically vital to Europe, were the ‘centres of
gravity’ in international politics. This book argues that the ‘unipolar moment’ of the post-Cold
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War era will not be replaced by a US-China ‘Cold War’, but rather by a long period of
multipolarity in the twenty-first century. Examining the policy goals and possible militarypolitical strategies of several powers, this study explains how Washington may play a key role
in eastern Eurasian affairs if it can learn to operate in a very different political context. Dale
Walton also considers the rapid pace of technological change and how it will impact on great
power politics. Considering India, China, the US, Russia, Japan, and other countries as part of
a multipolar system, he addresses the central questions that will drive US policy in the coming
decades. Geopolitics and the Great Powers in the 21st Century will be of interest to students of
international security, military history, geopolitics, and international relations.
Written by one of the world's leading political geographers, this fully revised and updated
textbook examines the dramatic changes wrought by ideological and economic forces
unleashed by the end of the Cold War. Saul Bernard Cohen considers these forces in the
context of their human and physical settings and explores their geographical influence on
foreign policy and international relations.

On Geopolitics shows how the 'new geopolitics' combines the fields of geography and
international relations to create a comprehensive overview of current political
developments. Using recent developments in geographical technology as well as
traditional theories and methods, Harvey Starr explores themes of spatiality and
territoriality as they connect to international affairs. He also examines geopolitical
dynamics beyond borders in a world now buffeted by non state actors and subject to
intergovernmental institutions and norms. On Geopolitics is a brilliant synthesis of
Starr's ongoing work on conflict and co-operation, alliances, opportunity, and
willingness, within a geographic framework. At the same time, Starr points the way
toward new tools and techniques for the study of globalisation and world politics.
History and geography delineate the operation of power, not only its range but also the
capacity to plan and the ability to implement. Approaching state strategy and policy
from the spatial angle, Jeremy Black argues that just as the perception of power is
central to issues of power, so place, and its constraints and relationships, is partly a
matter of perception, not merely map coordinates. Geopolitics, he maintains, is as
much about ideas and perception as it is about the actual spatial dimensions of power.
Black’s study ranges widely, examining geography and the spatial nature of state
power from the 15th century to the present day. He considers the rise of British power,
geopolitics and the age of Imperialism, the Nazis and World War II, and the Cold War,
and he looks at the key theorists of the latter 20th century, including Henry Kissinger,
Francis Fukuyama and Samuel P. Huntington, Philip Bobbitt, Niall Ferguson, and
others.
Society, Space, and Social Justice addresses multiple contextual intersectionalities,
highlighting the underlying processes and causes contributing to the genesis and
regeneration of emergent and extant spaces of (in)justice. Employing quantitative and
qualitative techniques underpinned by elucidatory theoretical frameworks, the
contributors to this collection investigate intersections of class, disability, gender, race,
and “the other” within sociocultural and political-economic structures in varied
geographic scales in Brazil, India, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uganda, and the United
States. This book’s thematic diversity—the environment and outdoors, employment and
labor, gendered/othered violence, health and disease, housing, infrastructure, and
urban design—gives it interdisciplinary appeal. This timely collection examines and
unpacks the complex mechanisms by which social justice can be perverted, thwarted,
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or achieved.
This authoritative Handbook presents a comprehensive analysis of the spatial
transformation of the state; a pivotal process of globalization. It explores the state as an
ongoing project that is always changing, illuminating the new spaces of geopolitics that
arise from these political, social, cultural, and environmental negotiations.
Offering theoretical insights on region building, this book explores the attempts to
formulate a political and institutional vision for the Black Sea region in the post-9/11 era
and in the context of the enlargements of the EU and NATO. It investigates in depth
these attempts, viewed as a failure by the key actors involved, in order to understand
how regions emerge in international politics as well as how and why they may fail to
come into being. To this end, the book explores a range of factors that impacted region
building in the Black Sea, considering the role of region builders involved, their
practices and the context of their actions, and the spatial representations and security
discourses that were integral to the region building process. Hence, attention is paid to
how these factors both enabled and constrained the discursive construction of the
Black Sea region, thus identifying the elements that distinguish the Black Sea from
other successful cases of region building. Based on critical approaches towards
international relations and political geography, this book both expands and deepens the
scope and understanding of regions and will thus appeal to academics and students in
the fields of International Relations, Security Studies, Political Geography, and Regional
Integration.
First published in Great Britain in 2015 by Elliott and Thompson Limited.
Geopolitical conditions influence all strategic behaviour - even when cooperation
among different kinds of military power is expected as the norm, action has to be
planned and executed in specific physical environments. The geographical world
cannot be avoided, and it happens to be 'organized' into land, sea, air and space - and
possibly the electromagnetic spectrum including 'cyberspace'. Although the meaning of
geography for strategy is a perpetual historical theme, explicit theory on the subject is
only one hundred years old. Ideas about the implication of geographical, especially
spatial, relationships for political power - which is to say 'geopolitics'- flourished early in
the twentieth century. Divided into theory and practice sections, this volume covers the
big names such as Mackinder, Mahan and Haushofer, as well as looking back at the
vital influence of weather and geography on naval power in the long age of sail
(sixteenth to nineteenth centuries). It also looks forward to the consequences of the
revival of geopolitics in post-Soviet Russia and the new space-based field of
"astropolitics".
An accessible overview of political, economic, and strategic dimensions of global supply
chains in a changing global political economy.

Geopolitics and Development examines the historical emergence of development
as a form of governmentality, from the end of empire to the Cold War and the
War on Terror. It illustrates the various ways in which the meanings and relations
of development as a discourse, an apparatus and an aspiration, have been
geopolitically imagined and enframed. The book traces some of the multiple
historical associations between development and diplomacy and seeks to
underline the centrality of questions of territory, security, statehood and
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sovereignty to the pursuit of development, along with its enrolment in various
(b)ordering practices. In making a case for greater attention to the evolving nexus
between geopolitics and development and with particular reference to Africa, the
book explores the historical and contemporary geopolitics of foreign aid, the
interconnections between development and counterinsurgency, the role of the
state and social movements in (re)imagining development, the rise of
(re)emerging donors like China, India and Brazil, and the growing significance of
South–South flows of investment, trade and development cooperation. Drawing
on post-colonial and postdevelopment approaches and on some of the author’s
own original empirical research, this is an essential, critical and interdisciplinary
analysis of the complex and dynamic political geographies of global
development. Primarily intended for scholars and post-graduate students in
development studies, human geography, African studies and international
relations, this book provides an engaging, invaluable and up-to-date resource for
making sense of the complex entanglement between geopolitics and
development, past and present.
In the last two decades, various states from the Global South have emerged as
important players in international relations. Most popular among them is China.
Brazil, India and South Africa have also taken essential roles in global and
regional politics. Compared to traditional great powers, they can be labelled
’regional great powers’ or ’regional powers’ because their influence is - with
the exception of China - concentrated on their neighbourhood. The impact of
regions, meaning the impact of geography, on the economics and politics of
regional powers is surprisingly understudied. This book analyses how
geographical conditions influence the regional economics and politics of South
Africa, allowing the author to delineate its region of influence.
Geopolitics, both in name, and in its application via geostrategy, is a controversial
area of international relations. Although the practice of obtaining resources is as
old as Mankind, the word came into its own with the imperial policies of the great
powers in the nineteenth century, was used to justify world wars, went into
decline, but was ‘taken to America’ and then re-exported to Europe after the last
war by the likes of Henry Kissinger. Nowadays, the term is used unconsciously
by politicians obsessed with power, often to justify war. This book tears apart the
simplistic thinking of geopolitics, and proposes its replacement with the authors’
own method of ‘geohistory’, a method based on recognising that at the base of
any analysis and evaluation of the international situation lie human
characteristics.
From the author of the New York Times bestseller Prisoners of Geography, the
highly anticipated follow-up that uses ten maps of crucial regions around the
globe to explain the geopolitical strategies of today’s world powers and what it
means for our future. Tim Marshall’s global bestseller Prisoners of Geography
offered us a “fresh way of looking at maps” (The New York Times Book Review),
showing how every nation’s choices are limited by mountains, rivers, seas and
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concrete. Since then, the geography hasn’t changed, but the world has. Now, in
this revelatory new book, Marshall takes us into ten regions that are set to shape
global politics and power. Find out why the Earth’s atmosphere is the world’s
next battleground; why the fight for the Pacific is just beginning; and why
Europe’s next refugee crisis is closer than we think. In ten chapters covering
Australia, The Sahel, Greece, Turkey, the UK, Iran, Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia, Spain
and Space, Marshall explains how a region’s geography and physical
characteristics affect the decisions made by its leaders. Innovative, compelling,
and delivered with Marshall’s trademark wit and insight, this is a gripping and
enlightening exploration of the power of geography to shape humanity’s past,
present, and—most importantly—our future.
Written by one of the world’s leading political geographers, this fully revised and
updated textbook examines the dramatic changes wrought by ideological,
economic, sociocultural, and demographic changes unleashed since the end of
the Cold War. Saul Cohen considers these forces in the context of their human
and physical settings and explores their geographical influence on foreign policy
and international relations.
Written by one of the world's leading political geographers, this fully revised and
updated textbook examines the dramatic changes wrought by ideological and
economic forces unleashed by the end of the Cold War. Saul Cohen considers
these forces in the context of their human and physical settings and explores
their geographical influence on foreign policy and international relations.
This proceedings book addresses the main issues of contemporary political
geography and international relations, providing a platform for discussion and
collaboration of experts in the fields of Political Geography, Geopolitics,
International Relations, and International Law. Participants from all over the world
consider the controversies and challenges posed by globalization, focusing, in
particular, on the ideologies of globalization and regionalism, migration crises,
prevention of ethnic conflicts, and measures to counteract racism, xenophobia,
and extremism
This textbook offers valuable insights into the nexus between geography,
geopolitics, and humanitarian action. It elucidates concepts regarding conflict and
power, as well as the role of the state and the international community in
mitigating and preventing violence and war. Here the material and non-material,
existential or imagined reasons for conflict are deconstructed, ranging from land
and resource grabs to Utopian ideals that can degenerate into dystopias, as with
Daesh’s caliphate in Syria and Iraq. In turn, the issues discussed range from the
local to wider national and global levels, as do their resolution mechanisms. Due
to insecurities, the impacts of globalization, divisive nationalistic and isolationist
reactions emerging in some democracies including the USA, the UK’s Brexit
stress, and the ominous rise of populist parties across continental Europe (from
France and the Netherlands to the Visegrád Group, the Balkans, and Greece),
citizen fatigue has become increasingly evident, reflected in ever-growing socioPage 8/9
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political malaise and violence. As the impact of any humanitarian disaster is
proportional to the level of development of the area affected, concepts and
categories of humanitarian action are explored, along with development issues at
their core, especially in the Global South. Broadly speaking, humanitarian
disasters fall into the categories of natural, human-made, technological, or
complex; here, however, the focus is on human-made crises. Attempts at greater
regulation, national and international organization and multilateralism to prevent
violent conflicts, as well as enhanced responses to humanitarian emergencies,
need to be supported now more than ever before. This textbook will appeal to
graduate and upper undergraduate students and practitioners in the fields of
geography, geopolitics, humanitarian action and geographies of conflict and war.
In addition to the main content, it includes exercises, questions and sections for
autonomous student learning.
This concise introduction to the growth and evolution of geopolitics as a discipline
includes biographical information on its leading historical and contemporary
practitioners and detailed analysis of its literature. • Biographies of major current
geopolitical scholars and descriptions and listings of their works • Maps of
geopolitical crisis areas, such as Afghanistan/Pakistan, the South China Sea, and
the Straits of Malacca • Quotations from various government and military primary
source documents • A glossary of geopolitical terms • A bibliography of
international scholarly resources, including government and military documents
War and the City examines the geopolitical significance of the Lebanese Civil
War through a micro-level exploration of how the urban landscape of Beirut was
transformed by the conflict. Focusing on the initial phase of the war in 1975 and
1976, the volume also draws significant parallels with more recent occurrences of
internecine conflict and with the historical legacies of Lebanon's colonial past.
While most scholarship has thus far focused on post-war reconstruction of the
city, the initial process of destruction has been neglected. This volume thus
moves away from formal macro-level geopolitical analysis, to propose instead an
exploration of the urban nature of conflict through its spaces, infrastructures,
bodies and materialities. The book utilizes urban viewpoints in order to highlight
the nature of sovereignty in Lebanon and how it is inscribed on the urban
landscape. War and the City presents a view of geopolitics as not only shaping
narratives of international relations, but as crucially reshaping the space of cities.
"Develops a geographic approach to the politics of spectacle and its
unspectacular Others through examining recent spectacular capital city
development projects in seven authoritarian, resource-rich states of Central Asia,
the Arabian Peninsula, and East Asia"-A comparative study of the relationship between the end of the Cold War and the
resurgence of geopolitics in Europe.
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