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The first edition of the successful Encyclopedia of Creativity served to establish the
study of creativity is a field in itself. Now completely updated and revised in its second
edition, coverage encompasses the definition of creativity, the development and
expression of creativity across the lifespan, the environmental conditions that
encourage or discourage creativity, creativity within specific disciplines like music,
dance, film, art, literature, etc., the relationship of creativity and mental health,
intelligence, and learning styles, and the process of being creative. This reference also
appeals to a lay audience with articles specifically on the application of creativity to
business settings. Available online via ScienceDirect and in limited print release.
Named a 2012 Outstanding Academic Title by the American Library Association's
Choice publication Serves as a compendium of reviews of a number of domain-specific
areas, such as acting, dance, expressive arts, film, food, music, religion, science,
sports, theater, and writing. Creativity and education are examined in articles about
thought processes, such as developmental trends in creative abilities and potentials,
the enhancement of creativity, intelligence, knowledge, play, prodigies, programs and
courses, talent and teaching creativity. Cognitive aspects of creativity can be
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investigated in articles about altered and transitional states, analogies, attention,
cognitive style, divergent thinking, flow and optimal experience, metacognition,
metaphors, problem-finding, problem-solving, and remote associates. Covers business
and organizational creativity in articles about advertising with art, creative visuals,
business/management, creativity coaching, creativity exercises, entrepreneurship,
group dynamics, innovation, leadership, organizational culture, organizational
development, teams, and training, among others. Explicitly examines the complex
interrelationship between society and creativity in articles about awards, conformity and
conventionality, the creative sector and class of society, cultural diversity, the dark side
of creativity, East vs. West, networking, social psychology, war, zeitgeist, and others.
Personal and interpersonal creativity is discussed in articles relating to collaboration,
family, life stages, mentors, networking, personal creativity and self-actualization.
Focuses on scientific information about creativity, there are also articles that discuss
brain and neuropsychology, concepts of creativity, definitions of creativity, expertise,
longitudinal studies, researching art, artists and art audiences, research methods,
phenomenology research and qualitative research. Online version contains an
additional 26 biographies of famously creative people
Theories of Visual Perception 3rd Edition provides clear critical accounts of several of
the major approaches to the challenge of explaining how we see the world. It explains
why approaches to theories of visual perception differ so widely and places each theory
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into its historical and philosophical context. Coverage ranges from early theories by
such influential writers as Helmholtz and the Gestalt School, to more recent work in the
field of Artificial Intelligence. This fully revised and expanded edition contains new
material on the Minimum Principle in perception, neural networks, and cognitive brain
imaging.
The ideas of Max Wertheimer (1880-1943), a founder of Gestalt theory, are discussed
in almost all general books on the history of psychology, and in most introductory
textbooks on psychology. This intellectual biography of Wertheimer is the first book-
length treatment of a scholar whose ideas are recognized as of central importance to
fields as varied as social psychology, cognitive neuroscience, problem solving, art, and
visual neuroscience. King and Wertheimer trace the origins of Gestalt thought,
demonstrating its continuing importance in fifteen chapters and several supplements to
these chapters. They begin by reviewing Wertheimer's ancestry, family, and childhood
in central Europe, and his formal education. They elaborate on his activities during the
period in which he developed the ideas that were later to become central to Gestalt
psychology, documenting the formal emergence of this school of thought and tracing its
development during World War I. The maturation of the Gestalt school at the University
of Berlin during 1922-29 is discussed in detail. Wertheimer's everyday life in America
during his last decade is well documented, based in part on his son's recollections. The
early reception of Gestalt theory in the United States is examined, with extensive
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references to articles in professional journals and periodicals. Wertheimer's
relationships and interaction with three prominent psychologists of the time, Edwin
Boring, Clark Hull, and Alexander Luria, are discussed, based on previosly unpublished
correspondence. The final chapters discuss Wertheimer's essays on democracy,
freedom, ethics, and truth, detail personal challenges Wertheimer faced during his last
years. His major work, published after his death, is Productive Thinking. Its reception is
examined, and a concluding chapter considers recent responses to Max Wertheimer
and Gestalt theory. This intellectual biography will be of interest to psychologists and
readers interested in science, modern European history, and the Holocaust. D. Brett
King is senior instructor of psychology, Department of Psychology, University of
Colorado at Boulder. Michael Wertheimer is Professor Emeritus of Psychology,
University of Colorado at Boulder.
Historical analysis reveals that perceptual theories and models are doomed to relatively
short lives. The most popular contemporary theories in perceptual science do not have
as wide an acceptance among researchers as do some of those in other sciences. To
understand these difficulties, the authors of the present volume explore the conceptual
and philosophical foundations of perceptual science. Based on logical analyses of
various problems, theories, and models, they offer a number of reasons for the current
weakness of perceptual explanations. New theoretical approaches are also proposed.
At the end of each chapter, dicussants contribute to the conclusions by critically
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examining the authors' ideas and analyses.
This work by and about Max Wertheimer collects together new translations of his two
most important articles and places them in both historical and contemporary contexts
with the addition of essays by Michael Wertheimer ... [et al.]
Perception and Cognition at Century's End contains cognitive psychology surveys that
are up-to-date and historically based, as well as references to the development of
cognitive psychology over the past century. The book can serve as a central or
specialized text for a range of psychology courses. Written by prominent active
researchers in the field Presents broad coverage of perception and cognition Considers
perception and cognition in the context of the thought of the past half-century Contains
extensive references; excellent resource
Originally published in 1981, perceptual organization had been synonymous with
Gestalt psychology, and Gestalt psychology had fallen into disrepute. In the heyday of
Behaviorism, the few cognitive psychologists of the time pursued Gestalt phenomena.
But in 1981, Cognitive Psychology was married to Information Processing. (Some
would say that it was a marriage of convenience.) After the wedding, Cognitive
Psychology had come to look like a theoretically wrinkled Behaviorism; very few of the
mainstream topics of Cognitive Psychology made explicit contact with Gestalt
phenomena. In the background, Cognition's first love – Gestalt – was pining to regain
favor. The cognitive psychologists' desire for a phenomenological and intellectual
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interaction with Gestalt psychology did not manifest itself in their publications, but it did
surface often enough at the Psychonomic Society meeting in 1976 for them to remark
upon it in one of their conversations. This book, then, is the product of the editors’
curiosity about the status of ideas at the time, first proposed by Gestalt psychologists.
For two days in November 1977, they held an exhilarating symposium that was
attended by some 20 people, not all of whom are represented in this volume. At the end
of our symposium it was agreed that they would try, in contributions to this volume, to
convey the speculative and metatheoretical ground of their research in addition to the
solid data and carefully wrought theories that are the figure of their research.
This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates
University of California Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds
and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices
Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using
print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1961.
Gestalt theory and the psychology of visual perception form the basis for an analysis of
art and its basic elements
This volume honors Solomon Asch, a pioneer in social psychology whose experiments
in this field are considered classic. Asch has made important contributions to the fields
of memory, learning and thinking, and perception along with extending Gestalt theories
to social psychology research. Former students and colleagues honor Asch with essays
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that either expand on his research or describe original research on new topics of
related interest. An interesting and informative text for faculty and researchers in the
fields of cognition and perception as well as social, experimental, and personality
psychology.
* When and under what influences did scientific psychology originate in different parts
of the world? * What are the intra- and international/regional sources of influence that
have affected its development into the present form? These questions were applied to
three regions and three countries, which were as follows (the names of the authors in
charge are in parentheses): Latin American countries (Juan Jose Sanchez-Soza,
Mexico), Scandinavian countries (Ingvar Lundberg, Sweden), German-speaking
countries (Lothar Sprung, Germany), Spain (Helio Carpintero, Spain), China (Qicheng
Jing and Fu Xiaolan, China), and Japan (Tadasu Oyama, Japan). Visual presentations,
including maps of these regions/countries, tables showing the pedigrees of scientific
psychology, and chronological tables with names of psychologists and affiliations,
illustrate the stream of influences both temporally and spatially. These figures and
tables are also used to look forward to the psychology of the 21st century. This special
issue is based on the symposium held at XXVII International Congress of Psychology in
Stockholm in 2000.logy of the 21st century. This special issue is based on the
symposium held at XXVII International Congress of Psychology in Stockholm in 2000.
How can we best describe the processes by which we visually perceive our
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environment? Contemporary perceptual theory still lacks a coherent theoretical position
that encompasses both the limitations on the information that can be retained from a
single eye fixation and the abundant phenomenal and behavioral evidence for the
perception of an extended and coherent world. As a result, many leading theorists and
researchers in visual perception are turning with new or renewed interest to the work of
Julian Hochberg. For over 50 years, in his own experimental research, in his detailed
consideration of examples drawn from a wide range of visual experiences and
activities, and most of all in his brilliant and sophisticated theoretical analyses,
Hochberg has persistently engaged with the myriad problems inherent in working out
the kind of coherent theoretical position the field currently lacks. The complexity of his
thought and the wide range of areas into which Hochberg has pursued the solution to
this central problem have, however, limited both the accessibility of his work and the
appreciation of his accomplishment. In this volume we seek to bring the full range of
Hochberg's work to the attention of a wider audience by offering a selection of his key
works, many taken from out-of-print or relatively inaccessible sources. To facilitate the
understanding of his accomplishment, and of what his work has to offer to
contemporary researchers and theorists in visual perception, we include commentaries
on salient aspects of his work by 20 noted researchers. In the Mind's Eye will be of
interest to researchers working on topics such as perceptual organization, visual
attention, space perception, motion perception, visual cognition, the relationship
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between perception and action, picture perception, and film, who are striving to obtain a
deeper understanding of their own fields, and who want to integrate this understanding
into a broader, unified view of visual perceptual processing.
"The aim of this new treatise upon the psychology of childhood is twofold. In the first
place, I felt that I might be able to give a new and wider application to certain principles
of psychological theory and research which have recently been advanced under the
name of the Gestalt-Theorie, and thus might demonstrate their significance in the
interpretation of childhood. In the second place, it was my belief that the teachers in the
German elementary schools, for whom the book was intended, were in need of a
psychology both modern and alive to the problems of the Educator. I believed it of
urgent necessity that the psychological instruction usually given to teachers should be
so modified as to set aside certain antiquated notions which, instead of promoting
educational aims, often pervert them to such an extent that psychology is apt to
become totally disregarded in educational circles. I was bold enough to believe that our
new psychological principles would also serve this useful purpose. And hence what I
have tried to write is not so much a compendium of facts as an exposition of principles.
In short, I have tried to work out some of the chief principles of genetic or comparative
psychology, laying special emphasis upon the evolution of the child's mind"--Preface.
(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2010 APA, all rights reserved).
How does the brain piece together the information required to achieve object
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recognition, figure-ground segmentation, object completion in cases of partial occlusion
and related perceptual phenomena? This book focuses on principles of Gestalt
psychology and the key issues which surround them, providing an up-to-date survey of
the most interesting and highly debated topics in visual neuroscience, perception and
object recognition. The volume is divided into three main parts: Gestalt and perceptual
organisation, attention aftereffects and illusions, and color vision and art perception.
Themes covered in the book include: - a historical review of Gestalt theory and its
relevance in modern-day neuroscience - the relationship between perceptive and
receptive fields - a critical analysis of spatiotemporal unity of perception - the role of
Gestalt principles in perceptual organization - self-organizing properties of the visual
field - the role of attention and perceptual grouping in forming non-retinotopic
representations - figural distortions following adaptation to spatial patterns - illusory
changes of brightness in spatial patterns - the function of motion illusions as a tool to
study Gestalt principles in vision - conflicting theories of color vision and the neural
basis of it - the role of color in figure-ground segmentation - chromatic assimilation in
visual art and perception - the phenomena of colored shadows. Including contributions
from experts in the field, this book will provide an essential overview of current research
and theory on visual perception and Gestalt. It will be key reading for researchers and
academics in the field of visual perception and neuroscience.
XVI Psychologists have, however, shown that what we are primarily aware of is
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not a succession of sense-data but figures-ground phenomena: Wittgenstein's
ambiguous duck-rabbit is merely one such example. They have also drawn our
attention to the existence of tertiary qualities in perception, such as 'symmetry'
and 'elegance' which are just as directly given as are the perceived colours red,
green or yellow. It is interesting to note that Merleau-Ponty has made
considerable use of Gestalt ideas in his Phenomenology of Perception. One of
the commonest reasons given by linguistic philosophers for not making direct use
of the results of psychological research (although philosophers are usually willing
to accept the first-hand results of physical science) is that philosophical accounts
of perception and thinking are concerned with analysing the language in which
these reports are made; that is to say, they are second-order enquiries. Often this
approach is still more restricted and ordinary linguistic usage is taken as the
yardstick against which questions relating to thought and perception are to be
measured. The task of the philosopher is then con fined to the analysis of
ordinary language. If he is more adventurous, as some writers on philosophical
psychology are, he might go on to show how far the language used by
psychological researchers falls short of the paradigms of common sense.
For the first time in the history of social psychology, we have a handbook on the
history of social psychology. In it, leading luminaries in the field present their take
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on how research in their own domains has unfolded, on the scientists whose
impact shaped the research agendas in the different areas of social psychology,
and on events, institutions and publications that were pivotal in determining the
field’s history. Social psychology’s numerous subfields now boast a rich
historical heritage of their own, which demands special attention. The Handbook
recounts the intriguing and often surprising lessons that the tale of social
psychology’s remarkable ascendance has to offer. The historical diversity is the
hallmark of the present handbook reflecting each of this field’s domains unique
evolution. Collectively, the contributions put a conceptual mirror to our field and
weave the intricate tapestry of people, dynamics and events whose workings
combined to produce what the vibrant discipline of social psychology is today.
They allow the contemporary student, scholar and instructor to explore the
historical development of this important field, provide insight into its enduring
aims and allow them to transcend the vicissitudes of the zeitgeist and fads of the
moment. The Handbook of the History of Social Psychology provides an
essential resource for any social psychologist’s collection.
Routledge is now re-issuing this prestigious series of 204 volumes originally
published between 1910 and 1965. The titles include works by key figures such
asC.G. Jung, Sigmund Freud, Jean Piaget, Otto Rank, James Hillman, Erich
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Fromm, Karen Horney and Susan Isaacs. Each volume is available on its own,
as part of a themed mini-set, or as part of a specially-priced 204-volume set. A
brochure listing each title in the "International Library of Psychology" series is
available upon request.
First published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
This Biographical Dictionary provides detailed accounts of the lives, works,
influence and reception of thinkers from all the major philosophical schools and
traditions of the twentieth-century. This unique volume covers the lives and
careers of thinkers from all areas of philosophy - from analytic philosophy to Zen
and from formal logic to aesthetics. All the major figures of philosophy, such as
Nietzsche, Wittgenstein and Russell are examined and analysed. The scope of
the work is not merely restricted to the major figures in western philosophy but
also covers in depth a significant number of thinkers from the near and far east
and from the non-European Hispanic-language communities. The Biographical
Dictionary also includes a number of general entries dealing with important
schools of philosophy, such as the Vienna Circle, or currents of thought, such as
vitalism. These allow the reader to set the individual biographies in the context of
the philosophical history of the period. With entries written by over 100 leading
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philosophy scholars, the Biographical Dictionary is the most comprehensive
survey of twentieth-century thinkers to date. Structure The book is structured
alphabetically by philosopher. Each entry is identically structured for ease of
access and covers: * nationality * dates and places of birth and death *
philosophical style or school * areas of interest * higher education * significant
influences * main appointments * main publications * secondary literature *
account of intellectual development and main ideas * critical reception and impact
At the end of the book a glossary gives accounts of the schools, movements and
traditions to which these philosophers belonged, and thorough indexes enable
the reader to access the information in several ways: * by nationality * by major
areas of contribution to philosophy e.g. aesthetics * by major influences on the
thinker concerned e.g. Plato, Kant, Wittgenstein
Perceptual organization comprises a wide range of processes such as perceptual
grouping, figure-ground organization, filling-in, completion, perceptual switching,
etc. Such processes are most notable in the context of shape perception but they
also play a role in texture perception, lightness perception, color perception,
motion perception, depth perception, etc. Perceptual organization deals with a
variety of perceptual phenomena of central interest, studied from many different
perspectives, including psychophysics, experimental psychology,
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neuropsychology, neuroimaging, neurophysiology, and computational modeling.
Given its central importance in phenomenal experience, perceptual organization
has also figured prominently in classic Gestalt writings on the topic, touching
upon deep philosophical issues regarding mind-brain relationships and
consciousness. In addition, it attracts a great deal of interest from people working
in applied areas like visual art, design, architecture, music, and so forth. The
Oxford Handbook of Perceptual Organization provides a broad and extensive
review of the current literature, written in an accessible form for scholars and
students. With chapter written by leading researchers in the field, this is the state-
of-the-art reference work on this topic, and will be so for many years to come.
??Edgar Rubin was one of the outstanding pioneers of perceptual psychology in
the early twentieth century. His approach involved a turning away from an earlier
elementaristic psychology towards an approach based on “perceptual wholes.”
Rubin’s approach is closely linked to the Gestalt revolution in perceptual
psychology and was eagerly embraced by the Gestaltists. This has often led to
Rubin being classified as a Gestalt psychologist. This misrepresents his position
as is shown in the book. Rubin’s aim was to develop a descriptive psychology —
or aspective psychology to use his terminology — which would do full justice to the
complex nature of psychological phenomena. Thus he rejected attempts by the
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Gestalt psychologists to explain diverse phenomena within a single overarching
framework. While Rubin is internationally often misclassified as a Gestalt
psychologist, in Denmark he is often hailed as a pioneer of a specific Danish
“school of phenomenology.” This also misrepresents Rubin’s approach who
was highly critical of psychological “schools.” His criticisms of the overambitious
theoretical aspirations of Gestalt psychology, his negative attitude towards school
formation in psychology were both highly prescient. What remains today of
Gestalt psychology is primarily its descriptive parts; the idea of schools of
psychology, so common in early twentieth century psychology is now seen as a
totally outmoded viewpoint. There is an interesting moral in this story for the
history and status of psychology; to wit, that Rubin’s emphasis on the correct
description of psychological phenomena shows what is likely to live on as classic
contributions to psychology. This certainly holds for his own work on figure and
ground which, after almost a century, is still universally known and admired by
psychologists. He was indeed a consummate psychological observer. The book
argues for the importance of description in psychology.?
A full-length historical study of Gestalt psychology in Germany, based on exhaustive
research in primary sources.
A coherent and comprehensive theory of visual pattern classification with quantitative
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models, verifiable predictions and extensive empirical evidence.
Arnheim, Gestalt and Art is the first book-length discussion of the powerful thinking of
the psychologist of art, Rudolf Arnheim. Written as a complete overview of Arnheim’s
thinking, it covers fundamental issues of the importance of psychological discussion of
the arts, the status of gestalt psychology, the various sense modalities and media, and
developmental issues. By proceeding in a direction from general to specific and then
proceeding through dynamic processes as they unfold in time (creativity, development,
etc.), the book discovers an unappreciated unity to Arnheim’s thinking. Not content to
simply summarize Arnheim’s theory, however, Arnheim, Art, and Gestalt goes on to
enrich (and occasionally question) Arnheim’s findings with the contemporary results of
gestalt-theoretical research from around the world, but especially in Italy and Germany.
The result is a workable overview of the psychology of art with bridges built to
contemporary research, making Arnheim’s approach living and sustainable.
Lectures on Perception: An Ecological Perspective addresses the generic principles by
which each and every kind of life form—from single celled organisms (e.g., difflugia) to
multi-celled organisms (e.g., primates)—perceives the circumstances of their living so
that they can behave adaptively. It focuses on the fundamental ability that relates each
and every organism to its surroundings, namely, the ability to perceive things in the
sense of how to get about among them and what to do, or not to do, with them. The
book’s core thesis breaks from the conventional interpretation of perception as a form
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of abduction based on innate hypotheses and acquired knowledge, and from the
historical scientific focus on the perceptual abilities of animals, most especially those
abilities ascribed to humankind. Specifically, it advances the thesis of perception as a
matter of laws and principles at nature’s ecological scale, and gives equal theoretical
consideration to the perceptual achievements of all of the classically defined
‘kingdoms’ of organisms—Archaea, Bacteria, Protoctista, Fungi, Plantae, and Animalia.
Originally published in 1963, this is a classic work on the psychology of perception. By
means of suitable patterns on a partly concealed rotating disc Michotte was able to give
the impression of objects in movement; and where certain conditions of speed, position,
and time-interval were satisfied, his subjects received the impression of a causal
interaction between two objects – for example, the impression that one object has
‘bumped into’ another (the ‘Launching Effect’) or is carrying it along (the ‘Entraining
Effect’). In a further group of experiments Michotte studies the conditions in which
moving objects look as though they are alive. A large number of experiments are
described, and on the basis of them Michotte formulates a theory as to the conditions in
which causal impressions occur. He also compares his own views on causality with
those of Hume, Maine de Biran, and Piaget.
The first English translation of a classic work in vision science from 1936 by a leading
figure in the Gestalt movement, covering topics that continue to be major issues in
vision research today. This classic work in vision science, written by a leading figure in
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Germany's Gestalt movement in psychology and first published in 1936, addresses
topics that remain of major interest to vision researchers today. Wolfgang Metzger's
main argument, drawn from Gestalt theory, is that the objects we perceive in visual
experience are not the objects themselves but perceptual effigies of those objects
constructed by our brain according to natural rules. Gestalt concepts are currently being
increasingly integrated into mainstream neuroscience by researchers proposing
network processing beyond the classical receptive field. Metzger's discussion of such
topics as ambiguous figures, hidden forms, camouflage, shadows and depth, and three-
dimensional representations in paintings will interest anyone working in the field of
vision and perception, including psychologists, biologists, neurophysiologists, and
researchers in computational vision—and artists, designers, and philosophers. Each
chapter is accompanied by compelling visual demonstrations of the phenomena
described; the book includes 194 illustrations, drawn from visual science, art, and
everyday experience, that invite readers to verify Metzger's observations for
themselves. Today's researchers may find themselves pondering the intriguing
question of what effect Metzger's theories might have had on vision research if Laws of
Seeing and its treasure trove of perceptual observations had been available to the
English-speaking world at the time of its writing.
The ideas of Max Wertheimer (1880-1943), a founder of Gestalt theory, are discussed
in almost all general books on the history of psychology and in most introductory
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textbooks on psychology. This intellectual biography of Wertheimer is the first book-
length treatment of a scholar whose ideas are recognized as of central importance to
fields as varied as social psychology, cognitive neuroscience, problem solving, art, and
visual neuroscience. King and Wertheimer trace the origins of Gestalt thought,
demonstrating its continuing importance in fifteen chapters and several supplements to
these chapters. They begin by reviewing Wertheimer's ancestry, family, childhood in
central Europe, and his formal education. They elaborate on his activities during the
period in which he developed the ideas that were later to become central to Gestalt
psychology, documenting the formal emergence of this school of thought and tracing its
development during World War I. The maturation of the Gestalt school at the University
of Berlin during 1922-1929 is discussed in detail. Wertheimer's everyday life in America
during his last decade is well documented, based in part on his son's recollections. The
early reception of Gestalt theory in the United States is examined, with extensive
references to articles in professional journals and periodicals. Wertheimer's
relationships and interaction with three prominent psychologists of the time, Edwin
Boring, Clark Hull, and Alexander Luria, are discussed based on previously
unpublished correspondence. The final chapters discuss Wertheimer's essays on
democracy, freedom, ethics, and truth, and detail personal challenges Wertheimer
faced during his last years. His major work, published after his death, is Productive
Thinking. Its reception is examined, and a concluding chapter considers recent
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responses to Max Wertheimer and Gestalt theory. This intellectual biography will be of
interest to psychologists and readers inte
In attempting to understand and explain various behaviour, events, and
phenomena in their field, psychologists have developed and enunciated an
enormous number of ‘best guesses’ or theories concerning the phenomenon in
question. Such theories involve speculations and statements that range on a
potency continuum from ‘strong’ to ‘weak’. The term theory, itself, has been
conceived of in various ways in the psychological literature. In the present
dictionary, the strategy of lumping together all the various traditional descriptive
labels regarding psychologists ‘best guesses’ under the single descriptive term
theory has been adopted. The descriptive labels of principle, law, theory, model,
paradigm, effect, hypothesis and doctrine are attached to many of the entries,
and all such descriptive labels are subsumed under the umbrella term theory.
The title of this dictionary emphasizes the term theory (implying both strong and
weak best guesses) and is a way of indication, overall, the contents of this
comprehensive dictionary in a parsimonious and felicitous fashion. The dictionary
will contain approximately 2,000 terms covering the origination, development,
and evolution of various psychological concepts, as well as the historical
definition, analysis, and criticisms of psychological concepts. Terms and
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definitions are in English. *Contains over 2,000 terms covering the origination,
development and evolution of various psychological concepts *Covers a wide
span of theories, from auditory, cognitive tactile and visual to humor and imagery
*An essential resource for psychologists needing a single-source quick reference
Perceptual organization comprises a wide range of processes such as perceptual
grouping, figure-ground organization, filling-in, completion and perceptual
switching. 'Oxford Handbook of Perceptual Organization' provides a broad and
extensive review of the current literature, written in an accessible form for
scholars and students.
A History of Modern Psychology: The Quest for a Science of the Mind presents a
history of psychology up to the turn of the 21st century. Author David C. Ludden,
Jr. uses a topical approach to discuss key thinkers and breakthroughs within the
context of various schools of thought, allowing students to see how philosophers,
researchers, and academics influenced one another to create the rich and
diverse landscape of modern psychology. Through detailed timelines and
Looking Back and Looking Ahead sections, the book provides connections
between movements and gives students a deeper appreciation for the
transference of knowledge that has shaped the field.
What is Thinking? – Trying to Define an Equally Fascinating and Elusive
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Phenomenon Human thinking is probably the most complex phenomenon that
evolution has come up with until now. There exists a broad spectrum of
definitions, from subs- ing almost all processes of cognition to limiting it to
language-based, sometimes even only to formalizable reasoning processes. We
work with a “medium sized” definition according to which thinking encompasses
all operations by which cog- tive agents link mental content in order to gain new
insights or perspectives. Mental content is, thus, a prerequisite for and the
substrate on which thinking operations are executed. The largely unconscious
acts of perceptual object stabilization, ca- gorization, emotional evaluation – and
retrieving all the above from memory inscriptions – are the processes by which
mental content is generated, and are, therefore, seen as prerequisites for
thinking operations. In terms of a differentia specifica, the notion of “thinking” is
seen as narrower than the notion of “cognition” and as wider than the notion of
“reasoning”. Thinking is, thus, seen as a subset of cognition processes; and
reasoning processes are seen as a subset of thinking. Besides reasoning, the
notion of thinking includes also nonexplicit, intuitive, and associative processes of
linking mental content. According to this definition, thinking is not dependant on
language, i. e. also many animals and certainly all mammals show early forms of
thinking.
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