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Gods Englishman Oliver Cromwell And The English
Revolution
The sequence of civil wars that ripped England apart in the seventeenth century was the single
most traumatic event in this country between the medieval Black Death and the two world
wars. Indeed, it is likely that a greater percentage of the population were killed in the civil wars
than in the First World War. This sense of overwhelming trauma gives this major new history
its title: God’s Fury, England’s Fire. The name of a pamphlet written after the king’s
surrender, it sums up the widespread feeling within England that the seemingly endless
nightmare that had destroyed families, towns and livelihoods was ordained by a vengeful God
– that the people of England had sinned and were now being punished. As with all civil wars,
however, ‘God’s fury’ could support or destroy either side in the conflict. Was God angry at
Charles I for failing to support the true, protestant, religion and refusing to work with
Parliament? Or was God angry with those who had dared challenge His anointed Sovereign?
Michael Braddick’s remarkable book gives the reader a vivid and enduring sense both of what
it was like to live through events of uncontrollable violence and what really animated the
different sides. The killing of Charles I and the declaration of a republic – events which even
now seem in an English context utterly astounding – were by no means the only outcomes,
and Braddick brilliantly describes the twists and turns that led to the most radical solutions of
all to the country’s political implosion. He also describes very effectively the influence of
events in Scotland, Ireland and the European mainland on the conflict in England. God’s Fury,
Page 1/13

Read PDF Gods Englishman Oliver Cromwell And The English Revolution
England’s Fire allows readers to understand once more the events that have so fundamentally
marked this country and which still resonate centuries after their bloody ending.
The masterful account of Britain’s reshaping as a modern nation In 1530 England was a
backward economy. Yet by 1780 she possessed a global empire and was on the verge of
becoming the world’s first industrialized power. This book deals with the intervening 250
years, and explains how England acquired this unique position in history. Esteemed historian
Christopher Hill recounts a story that begins with the break with Europe before hitting a
tumultuous period of war and revolution, combined with a cultural and scientific flowering that
made up the early modern period. It was in this era that Britain became home to imperial
ambitions and economic innovation, prefiguring what was to come. Hill excavates the
conditions and ideas that underpin this age of extraordinary change, and shows how, and why,
Britain became the most powerful nation in the world.
IN THE CLOSING YEAR OF the sixteenth century, in the quiet little town of Huntingdon, Oliver
Cromwell first saw the light. He was born on April 25, 1599, and baptized at St John's Church
on the 9th of the same month and entered in the parish register as "son of Robert Cromwell,
gentleman, and of Elizabeth Cromwell, his wife.'"
Studying one major episode can reveal its influence on the whole course of politics that
ensued. The theme of this enlightening volume by a respected professor and historian is
nothing less than the demise of the English republic and the eventual emergence of the quasimonarchy of Cromwell's Protectorate. In particular, it unearths the reasons why the ideal of a
republic, ruled by the people's nominated representatives, failed to take root in England. "This
is, unmistakably, the work of a master historian, intended to endure."--London Review of
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Books.
On the 350th anniversary of his death, Oliver Cromwell continues to bestride the stage of Irish
history like a colossus.
There is an immense range of books about the English Civil War, but one historian stands
head and shoulders above all others for the quality of his work on the subject. In 1961
Christopher Hill first published what has come to be acknowledged as the best concise history
of the period, Century of Revolution. Stimulating, vivid and provocative, his graphic depiction of
the turbulent era examines ordinary English men and women as well as kings and queens.

'His finest work and one that was both symptom and engine of the concept of "history
from below" ... Here Levellers, Diggers, Ranters, Muggletonians, the early Quakers and
others taking advantage of the collapse of censorship to bid for new kinds of freedom
were given centre stage ... Hill lives on' Times Higher Education In 'The World Turned
Upside Down' Christopher Hill studies the beliefs of such radical groups as the Diggers,
the Ranters, the Levellers and others, and the social and emotional impulses that gave
rise to them. The relations between rich and poor classes, the part played by wandering
'masterless' men, the outbursts of sexual freedom, the great imaginative creations of
Milton and Bunyan - these and many other elements build up into a marvellously
detailed and coherent portrait of this strange, sudden effusion of revolutionary beliefs.
'Established the concept of an "English Revolution" every bit as significant and
potentially as radical as its French and Russian equivalents' Daily Telegraph 'Brilliant ...
marvellous erudition and sympathy' David Caute, New Statesman 'This book will outlive
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our time and will stand as a notable monument to the man, the committed radical
scholar, and one of the finest historians of the age' The Times Literary Supplement 'The
dean and paragon of English historians' E.P. Thompson
"The first new biography of Cromwell in several years, this rounded account
interweaves his political and military careers, and explores his passionate religiosity.
Synthesizing much recent research on Cromwell's early life, Gentles presents to
students a fresh view of him as a lay preacher, a soldier, and as lord
protector"--Provided by publisher.
The bestselling historian's biography of a decisive figure in England's history. No
Englishman has made more impact on the history of his nation than Oliver Cromwell;
few have been so persistently maligned in the folklore of history. The central purpose of
Antonia Fraser's book is the recreation of his life and character, freed from the
distortions of myth and Royalist propaganda. Cromwell was a man of contradictions
and surprising charm. This decisive and ruthless commander was also a country
gentleman and a passionate connoisseur of music. Of Cromwell's fitness for high office,
this fascinating biography leaves no doubt. Under his rule English prestige abroad rose
to a level unequalled since Elizabeth I, yet his campaign in Ireland has cast a shadow
over his reputation. Antonia Fraser displays great insight into this complex man and
reveals a totally unexpected Cromwell, far removed from the received stereotype.
A nuanced biography of Oliver Cromwell, breaking down Cromwell's life into different
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parts: fenland farmer and humble backbencher; stalwart of the good old cause and the
New Model Army; key figure of the Commonwealth; and finally Lord Protector. Hill leads
the reader unsentimentally through Cromwell's life from his beginnings in
Huntingdonshire to his brutal end. Hill brings all his considerable knowledge of the
period to bear on the relationships God's Englishman had with God and England. Such
a detailed understanding of the workings of providence is vital to understanding
Cromwell.
Includes poems by John Denham, Andrew Marvell, John Milton, John Dryden, Thomas
Sprat, Edmund Waller, and John Ayloffe.
An inventive strategy for exploring London and creating a new awareness of the urban
landscape and discovering the effects of the geographical environment on our emotions
and behaviour.
The publication of "Cromwell: An Honourable Enemy" fifteen years ago sparked off a storm of
controversy with many historians publically deriding the divisive and groundbreaking study.
Dissatisfied with the counter-explanations of these seventeenth-century experts concerning
Cromwell’s complicity in war crimes in Ireland, amateur historian Tom Reilly now throws down
the gauntlet to his critics and issues a challenge to professional historians everywhere. In this
entirely fresh work Reilly tackles his academic detractors head-on with original and radical
insights. Breaking the mould of the genre, for the first time ever, the author publishes the actual
contemporary documents (usually the privileged preserve of historians) so the authentic
primary source documents can be interpreted at first hand by the general reader, without
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prejudice. Among the author’s fresh discoveries is the revelation of the identity of two
(unscrupulous) contemporary individuals who, after exhaustive research, seem to be
personally responsible for creating the myth that Cromwell deliberately killed unarmed men,
women and children at both Drogheda and Wexford, and that a 1649 London newspaper
reported that Cromwell’s penis had been shot off at Drogheda. Whatever your view on
Cromwell, this book is persuasive. Conventional wisdom is challenged. Lingering myths are
finally dispelled.
Oliver Cromwell is one of the most important figures in British History. He was both soldier and
politician and the only non-Royal ruler of Britain in a thousand years. His actions and ideas still
have political and social consequences today, and his legacy still divides people. Love him or
loathe him, Cromwell still matters. This book is a history of his life through the places in Britain
and Ireland where he lived, visited, ruled or fought. Following in the Footsteps of Oliver
Cromwell begins in Huntingdon in 1599, with the respectable but unimportant Cromwell family
living under the shadow of richer relatives. Civil War and Cromwell’s controversial successes
at Marston Moor, Naseby, Basing House and Worcester transform him into the most powerful
person in Britain, saving him from obscurity and moving him from a modest house in Ely to
Hampton Court Palace. Cromwell is involved in the execution of King Charles I outside the
Banqueting House, his own coronation in Westminster Hall, and bloody slaughter in Ireland.
His death in 1658 does not end the controversy. His enemies take revenge on his corpse and
the debate about his legacy begins.
The translation of the Bible into English in the 16th century was one of the most important
events in English history. Hill explores the influence the Bible had 100 years later on social,
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agrarian, foreign, and colonial policies during the 17th-century revolution. His enlightening text
helps readers gain a better understanding of England's most controversial century.
'A compelling and wry narrative of one of the most intellectually thrilling eras of British history'
Guardian. ***************** England, 1651. Oliver Cromwell has defeated his royalist opponents
in two civil wars, executed the Stuart king Charles I, laid waste to Ireland, and crushed the late
king's son and his Scottish allies. He is master of Britain and Ireland. But Parliament, divided
between moderates, republicans and Puritans of uncompromisingly millenarian hue, is factionridden and disputatious. By the end of 1653, Cromwell has become 'Lord Protector'. Seeking
dragons for an elect Protestant nation to slay, he launches an ambitious 'Western Design'
against Spain's empire in the New World. When an amphibious assault on the Caribbean
island of Hispaniola in 1655 proves a disaster, a shaken Cromwell is convinced that God is
punishing England for its sinfulness. But the imposition of the rule of the Major-Generals –
bureaucrats with a penchant for closing alehouses – backfires spectacularly. Sectarianism and
fundamentalism run riot. Radicals and royalists join together in conspiracy. The only way out
seems to be a return to a Parliament presided over by a king. But will Cromwell accept the
crown? Paul Lay narrates in entertaining but always rigorous fashion the story of England's first
and only experiment with republican government: he brings the febrile world of Oliver
Cromwell's Protectorate to life, providing vivid portraits of the extraordinary individuals who
inhabited it and capturing its dissonant cacophony of political and religious voices.
***************** Reviews: 'Briskly paced and elegantly written, Providence Lost provides us with
a first-class ticket to this Cromwellian world of achievement, paradox and contradiction. Few
guides take us so directly, or so sympathetically, into the imaginative worlds of that tumultuous
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decade' John Adamson, The Times. 'Providence Lost is a learned, lucid, wry and compelling
narrative of the 1650s as well as a sensitive portrayal of a man unravelled by providence'
Jessie Childs, Guardian.
Presents an in-depth profile of a celebrated and controversial literary figure of the English
Revolution and the author of "The Pilgrim's Progress" and explores his anti-establishment
sentiments and the social, political, and religious forces shaping hisw
The political upheaval of the mid-seventeenth century has no parallel in English history. Other
events have changed the occupancy and the powers of the throne, but the conflict of 1640-60
was more dramatic: the monarchy and the House of Lords were abolished, to be replaced by a
republic and military rule. In this wonderfully readable account, Blair Worden explores the
events of this period and their origins - the war between King and Parliament, the execution of
Charles I, Cromwell's rule and the Restoration - while aiming to reveal something more elusive:
the motivations of contemporaries on both sides and the concerns of later generations.

Radical Parliamentarians and the English Civil War charts the way the English
civil war of the 1640s mutated into a revolution, in turn paving the way for the
later execution of King Charles I and the abolition of the monarchy. Focusing on
parliament's most militant supporters, David Como reconstructs the origins and
nature of the most radical forms of political and religious agitation that erupted
during the war, tracing the process by which these forms gradually spread and
gained broader acceptance. Drawing on a wide range of manuscript and print
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sources, the study situates these developments within a revised narrative of the
period, revealing the emergence of new practices and structures for the conduct
of politics. In the process, the book illuminates the eruption of many of the
period's strikingly novel intellectual currents, including assumptions and practices
we today associate with western representative democracy; notions of retained
natural rights, religious toleration, freedom of the press, and freedom from
arbitrary imprisonment. The study also chronicles the way that civil war shattered
English protestantism--leaving behind myriad competing groupings, including
congregationalists, baptists, antinomians, and others--while examining the
relationship between this religious fragmentation and political change. It traces
the gradual appearance of openly anti-monarchical, republican sentiment among
parliament's supporters. Radical Parliamentarians and the English Civil War
provides a new history of the English civil war, enhancing our understanding of
the dramatic events of the 1640s, and shedding light on the long-term political
and religious consequences of the conflict.
The classic, bestselling biography of one of the most controversial figures in
British history from 'One of the finest historians of the age' The Times Literary
Supplement From Fenland farmer and humble backbencher to stalwart of the
good old cause and the New Model Army, Oliver Cromwell became the key figure
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of the Commonwealth, and ultimately Lord Protector. In this fascinating and
insightful biography, Christopher Hill reveals Cromwell's life from his beginnings
in Huntingdonshire to his brutal end. Hill brings all his considerable knowledge of
the period to bear on the relationships God's Englishman had with God and
England, giving an unprecedented insight vital to understanding Cromwell.
The first volume in a pioneering account of Oliver Cromwell--providing a major
new interpretation of one of the greatest figures in history Oliver Cromwell
(1599-1658)--the only English commoner to become the overall head of state--is
one of the great figures of history, but his character was very complex. He was at
once courageous and devout, devious and self-serving; as a parliamentarian, he
was devoted to his cause; as a soldier, he was ruthless. Cromwell's speeches
and writings surpass in quantity those of any other ruler of England before
Victoria and, for those seeking to understand him, he has usually been taken at
his word. In this remarkable new work, Ronald Hutton untangles the facts from
the fiction. Cromwell, pursuing his devotion to God and cementing his Puritan
support base, quickly transformed from obscure provincial to military victor. At the
end of the first English Civil War, he was poised to take power. Hutton reveals a
man who was both genuine in his faith and deliberate in his dishonesty--and
uncovers the inner workings of the man who has puzzled biographers for
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centuries.
The work of G. R. Elton has inspired its own 'Tudor Revolution' in the
historiography of Tudor and Stuart government and society. In this volume a
distinguished gathering of eighteen historians, all now resident in North America,
pay tribute to Professor Elton's broad influence in shaping modern interpretations
of the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century constitution. Each contributor to this
volume has addressed, directly or indirectly, some aspect of that tempestuous
age which has been dubbed 'Elton's era', and each of the sections relates directly
to particular problems or topics which have figured prominently in Professor
Elton's own work. Most extend his findings in new directions and with new
evidence from archival researches. Others take issue with some of his tentative
conclusions, though admitting the extent to which his work has made such
advances possible.
This handbook, a companion to the authoritative Handbook of Archaeological
Methods, gathers original, authoritative articles from leading archaeologists on all
aspects of the latest thinking about archaeological theory. It is the definitive
resource for understanding how to think about archaeology.
This is the classic life of Cromwell by one of the great radical historians of the
English Civil War 'A triumph of complex interpretation and delicious prose ... Hill
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introduced nuance into the character of Cromwell and the nature of his revolution
... the finest of guides to the man of the times' Tristram Hunt, Guardian 'A
humane and imaginative book by a historian writing at the peak of his powers'
Ivan Roots, Daily Telegraph 'This is the most intelligent summation we have on
Cromwell, and it is written with the grace and power we have come to expect
from Hill' J. P. Kenyon, Observer 'One of the finest historians of the age' The
Times Literary Supplement 'The dean and paragon of English historians' E.P.
Thompson
Table of contents
From the New York Times bestselling author and master of narrative nonfiction comes
the tragic story of Charles I, his warrior queen, Britain's civil wars and the trial for his
life. Less than forty years after England's golden age under Elizabeth I, the country was
at war with itself. Split between loyalty to the Crown or to Parliament, war raged on
English soil. The English Civil War would set family against family, friend against friend,
and its casualties were immense--a greater proportion of the population died than in
World War I. At the head of the disintegrating kingdom was King Charles I. In this vivid
portrait -- informed by previously unseen manuscripts, including royal correspondence
between the king and his queen -- Leanda de Lisle depicts a man who was principled
and brave, but fatally blinkered. Charles never understood his own subjects or court
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intrigue. At the heart of the drama were the Janus-faced cousins who befriended and
betrayed him -- Henry Holland, his peacocking servant whose brother, the New
England colonialist Robert Warwick, engineered the king's fall; and Lucy Carlisle, the
magnetic 'last Boleyn girl' and faithless favorite of Charles's maligned and fearless
queen. The tragedy of Charles I was that he fell not as a consequence of vice or
wickedness, but of his human flaws and misjudgments. The White King is a story for
our times, of populist politicians and religious war, of manipulative media and the
reshaping of nations. For Charles it ended on the scaffold, condemned as a traitor and
murderer, yet lauded also as a martyr, his reign destined to sow the seeds of
democracy in Britain and the New World.
In Cromwell, award-winning biographer Antonia Fraser tells of one of England's most
celebrated and controversial figures, often misunderstood and demonized as a
puritanical zealot. Oliver Cromwell rose from humble beginnings to spearhead the
rebellion against King Charles I, who was beheaded in 1649, and led his soldiers into
the last battle against the Royalists and King Charles II at Worcester, ending the civil
war in 1651. Fraser shows how England's prestige and prosperity grew under
Cromwell, reversing the decline it had suffered since Queen Elizabeth I's death.
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