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This book offers a cross-national analysis of contemporary issues and challenges for the
governing of urban regions. The case studies on Germany, Spain, France, Greece, The
Netherlands, Finland, the UK, Switzerland, Australia, the US and Canada, place particular
emphasis on the tensions building on metropolitan governing capacity and democratic
legitimacy. The authors develop and use an analytical framework focused on the dynamics of
place and make an original contribution to the debates on the nature of metropolitan
governance.
Interest and research on regionalism has soared in the last decade. Local governments in
metropolitan areas and civic organizations are increasingly engaged in cooperative and
collaborative public policy efforts to solve problems that stretch across urban centers and their
surrounding suburbs. Yet there remains scant attention in textbooks to the issues that arise in
trying to address metropolitan governance. Governing Metropolitan Areas describes and
analyzes structure to understand the how and why of regionalism in our global age. The book
covers governmental institutions and their evolution to governance, but with a continual focus
on institutions. David Hamilton provides the necessary comprehensive, in-depth description
and analysis of how metropolitan areas and governments within metropolitan areas developed,
efforts to restructure and combine local governments, and governance within the polycentric
urban region. This second edition is a major revision to update the scholarship and current
thinking on regional governance. While the text still provides background on the historical
development and growth of urban areas and governments' efforts to accommodate the growth
of metropolitan areas, this edition also focuses on current efforts to provide governance
through cooperative and collaborative solutions. There is also now extended treatment of how
regional governance outside the United States has evolved and how other countries are
approaching regional governance.
How are metropolitan regions governed? What makes some regions more effective than others
in managing policies that cross local jurisdictional boundaries? Political coordination among
municipal governments is necessary to attract investment, rapid and efficient public transit
systems, and to sustain cultural infrastructure in metropolitan regions. In this era of fragmented
authority, local governments alone rarely possess the capacity to address these policy issues
alone. This book explores the sources and barriers to cooperation and metropolitan policy
making. It combines different streams of scholarship on regional governance to explain how
and why metropolitan partnerships emerge and flourish in some places and fail to in others. It
systematically tests this theory in the Frankfurt and Rhein-Neckar regions of Germany and the
Toronto and Waterloo regions in Canada. Discovering that existing theories of metropolitan
collective action based on institutions and opportunities are inconsistent, the author proposes a
new theory of "civic capital", which argues that civic engagement and leadership at the regional
scale can be important catalysts to metropolitan cooperation. The extent to which the actors
hold a shared image of the metropolis and engage at that scale strongly influences the degree
to which local authorities will be willing and able to coordinate policies for the collective
development of the region. Metropolitan Governance and Policy will be of interest to students
and scholars of comparative urban and metropolitan governance and sociology.
This book explores key metropolitan management issues, presents practical principles of good
governance as they apply to the metropolis, and unfolds cases of institutional and
programmatic arrangements to tackle such issues.
Governing Metropolitan AreasGrowth and Change in a Networked AgeRoutledge
This report presents a typology of metropolitan governance arrangements observed across
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OECD countries and offers guidance for cities seeking for more effective co-ordination, with a
closer look at two sectors that are strategic importance for urban growth: transport and spatial
planning.
Across the US, cities and metropolitan areas are facing huge economic and competitive
challenges that Washington won't, or can't, solve. The good news is that networks of
metropolitan leaders – mayors, business and labor leaders, educators, and philanthropists –
are stepping up and powering the nation forward. These state and local leaders are doing the
hard work to grow more jobs and make their communities more prosperous, and they're
investing in infrastructure, making manufacturing a priority, and equipping workers with the
skills they need. In The Metropolitan Revolution, Bruce Katz and Jennifer Bradley highlight
success stories and the people behind them. · New York City: Efforts are under way to
diversify the city's vast economy · Portland: Is selling the "sustainability" solutions it has
perfected to other cities around the world · Northeast Ohio: Groups are using industrial-age
skills to invent new twenty-first-century materials, tools, and processes · Houston: Modern
settlement house helps immigrants climb the employment ladder · Miami: Innovators are
forging strong ties with Brazil and other nations · Denver and Los Angeles: Leaders are
breaking political barriers and building world-class metropolises · Boston and Detroit:
Innovation districts are hatching ideas to power these economies for the next century The
lessons in this book can help other cities meet their challenges. Change is happening, and
every community in the country can benefit. Change happens where we live, and if leaders
won't do it, citizens should demand it. The Metropolitan Revolution was the 2013 Foreword
Reviews Bronze winner for Political Science.
Suburban Governance: A Global View is a groundbreaking set of essays by leading urban
scholars that assess how governance regulates the creation of the world's suburban spaces
and everyday life within them.
The aim of this book is to investigate contemporary processes of metropolitan change and
approaches to planning and governing metropolitan regions. To do so, it focuses on four
central tenets of metropolitan change in terms of planning and governance: institutional
approaches, policy mobilities, spatial imaginaries, and planning styles. The book’s main
contribution lies in providing readers with a new conceptual and analytical framework for
researching contemporary dynamics in metropolitan regions. It will chiefly benefit researchers
and students in planning, urban studies, policy and governance studies, especially those
interested in metropolitan regions. The relentless pace of urban change in globalization poses
fundamental questions about how to best plan and govern 21st-century metropolitan regions.
The problem for metropolitan regions—especially for those with policy and decision-making
responsibilities—is a growing recognition that these spaces are typically reliant on inadequate
urban-economic infrastructure and fragmented planning and governance arrangements.
Moreover, as the demand for more ‘appropriate’—i.e., more flexible, networked and
smart—forms of planning and governance increases, new expressions of territorial cooperation
and conflict are emerging around issues and agendas of (de-)growth, infrastructure expansion,
and the collective provision of services.
This volume presents a comprehensive overview of the governance and financing of
metropolitan areas in federal countries, with contributions from the field's top scholars. Taking
a comparative approach, each chapter examines two large metropolitan areas in a federal
country, including Australia, Brazil, Canada, Germany, India, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland,
and the United States.
While government provides the structure of public leadership, governance is the art of public
leadership. This timely book examines current trends in metropolitan governance issues. It
analyzes specific cases from thirteen major metropolitan regions in the United States, Canada,
and Mexico, all woven together by an overall framework established in the first three chapters.
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The distinguished contributors address such governance issues as city-county consolidation,
local-federal coordination, annexation and special districting, and private contracting, with
special attention to lessons learned from both successes and failures. As urban governance
innovations have clearly outpaced urban government structures in recent years, the topics
covered here are especially relevant.
While local government is found in all federal countries, its place and role in the governance of
these countries varies considerably. In some countries, local government is considered an
essential part of the federal nature of the state and recognized in the constitution as such,
whereas in others it is simply a creature of the subnational states/provinces. When referring to
local government it is more correct to refer to local governments (plural), as these institutions
come in all shapes and sizes, performing widely divergent functions. They range from
metropolitan municipalities of mega-cities to counties, small town councils, and villages. Their
focus is either multi-purpose in the case of municipalities or single purpose in the case of
special districts and school districts. What unites these institutions of state is that there is no
level of government below them. That is also their strength and the source of their democratic
claim - they are the government closest to the people. Political science experts from across the
globe examine local governments by drawing on case studies of Australia, Austria, Brazil,
Canada, Germany, India, Mexico, Nigeria, Switzerland, Spain, South Africa, and United States.
Contributors include Martin Burgi (Ruhr-University Bochum), Luis Cesar de Queiroz Ribeiro
(Federal University of Rio de Janeiro), Jaap de Visser (University of Western Cape), Habu
Galadima (University of Jos), Sol Garson (Federal University of Rio de Janeiro) Boris
Graizbord (National College of Mexico), Rakesh Hooja (HCM Rajasthan State Institute of
Public Administration, India), Andreas Kiefer (European Affairs Office of the Land Salzburg),
Andreas Ladner (Swiss Graduate School of Public Administration), George Mathew (Institute
of Social Sciences, India), Mike Pagano (University of Illinois at Chicago), Graham Sansom
(University of Technology Sydney), Franz Schausberger (Salzburg University), Nico Steytler
(University of Western Cape), Francisco Velasco Caballero (Universidad Autónoma de
Madrid), and Robert Young (University of Western Ontario).
The report provides an outline of recent and likely future urbanisation trends and discusses the
consequences.
The book explores the regional governing of metropolitan America in a comprehensive and
systematic fashion. It reviews the financial system of state and local government at the
broadest possible level—the national level—and explores the relationships between the federal
government, the 50 state governments, and the 86,000 local governments that constitute the
United States system. It assesses and identifies the fundamentally different purposes,
organizational designs, and powers of the several forms and types of local
government—counties, municipalities (both cities and towns), and special districts.Although
defined for statistical purposes by the federal government, metropolitan areas can be used to
begin to understand how metropolitan regions in the United States are responding to the
governance needs of their areas. The book compares and contrasts variations in the governing
structures of metropolitan systems in the United States. It introduces the Metropolitan Power
Diffusion Index (MPDI), a scale that measures the distribution of local government power for
each metropolitan area in the United States. The scale also is used to assess changes in the
diffusion of power over the later quarter of the 20th century. The book overviews the classic
debate that has raged for the last 50 years over how metropolitan areas in the United States
ought to be organized. One view, which I call the "region as organic whole", sees the
metropolitan region as formally organized to explicitly serve the purposes of the region as it
competes with other metropolitan regions throughout the world in pursuit of economic
development. The second view, which I call the "polycentric region”, views the metropolitan
region as a diverse set of personal choices in which citizens choose to reside in places that
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match their personal preferences. Global competitiveness results from creating an environment
that encourages private enterprise and entrepreneurship. The book explores, in detail,
cooperative strategies that have been developed to govern the metropolitan areas of the
United States. It identifies and presents four types of approaches. Those types are:
coordinating regionalism; administrative regionalism; fiscal regionalism; and structural
regionalism. Each of these strategies can be found to one degree or another in each of the
metropolitan regions in the United States. Finally, the book explores problems or issues that
arise as a result of the structuring of government systems in metropolitan areas. It pays
particular attention to the issues of regional economic performance, racial segregation and
fiscal equity between local government jurisdictions.

Today the challenges facing our nation's metropolitan regions are enormous:
demographic change, aging infrastructure, climate change mitigation and adaptation,
urban sprawl, spatial segregation, gentrification, education, housing affordability,
regional equity, and more. Unfortunately, local governments do not have the capacity to
respond to the interlocking set of problems facing metropolitan regions, and future
challenges such as population growth and climate change will not make it easier. But
will we ever have a more effective and sustainable approach to developing the
metropolitan region? The answer may depend on our ability to develop a means to
govern a metropolitan region that promotes population density, regional public transit
systems, and the equitable development of city and suburbs within a system of land
use and planning that is by and large a local one. If we want to plan for sustainable
regions we need to understand and strengthen existing metropolitan planning
arrangements. Christina D. Rosan observes that policy-makers and scholars have long
agreed that we need metropolitan governance, but they have debated the best
approach. She argues that we need to have a more nuanced understanding of both
metropolitan development and local land use planning. She interviews over ninety local
and regional policy-makers in Portland, Denver, and Boston, and compares the uses of
collaboration and authority in their varying metropolitan planning processes. At one end
of the spectrum is Portland's approach, which leverages its authority and mandates
local land use; at the other end is Boston's, which offers capacity building and financial
incentives in the hopes of garnering voluntary cooperation. Rosan contends that most
regions lie somewhere in between and only by understanding our current hybrid system
of local land use planning and metropolitan governance will we be able to think critically
about what political arrangements and tools are necessary to support the development
of environmentally, economically, and socially sustainable metropolitan regions.
The region is back in town. Galloping urbanization has pushed beyond historical
notions of metropolitanism. City-regions have experienced, in Edward Soja’s terms,
“an epochal shift in the nature of the city and the urbanization process, marking the
beginning of the end of the modern metropolis as we knew it.” Governing Cities
Through Regions broadens and deepens our understanding of metropolitan
governance through an innovative comparative project that engages with AngloAmerican, French, and German literatures on the subject of regional governance. It
expands the comparative angle from issues of economic competiveness and social
cohesion to topical and relevant fields such as housing and transportation, and it
expands comparative work on municipal governance to the regional scale. With
contributions from established and emerging international scholars of urban and
regional governance, the volume covers conceptual topics and case studies that
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contrast the experience of a range of Canadian metropolitan regions with a strong
selection of European regions. It starts from assumptions of limited conversion among
regions across the Atlantic but is keenly aware of the remarkable differences in urban
regions’ path dependencies in which the larger processes of globalization and neoliberalization are situated and materialized.
First published in 2013. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
Metropolitan Governance is the first book to bring together competing perspectives on
the question and consequences of centralized vs. decentralized regional government.
Presenting original contributions by some of the most notable names in the field of
urban politics, this volume examines the organization of governments in metropolitan
areas, and how that has an effect on both politics and policy. Existing work on
metropolitan governments debates the consequences of interjurisdictional competition,
but neglects the role of cooperation in a decentralized system. Feiock and his
contributors provide evidence that local governments successfully cooperate through a
web of voluntary agreements and associations, and through collective choices of
citizens. This kind of "institutional collective action" is the glue that holds institutionally
fragmented communities together. The theory of institutional collective action
developed here illustrates the dynamics of decentralized governance and identifies the
various ways governments cooperate and compete. Metropolitan Governance provides
insight into the central role that municipal governments play in the governance of
metropolitan areas. It explores the theory of institutional collective action through
empirical studies of land use decisions, economic development, regional partnerships,
school choice, morality issues, and boundary change—among other issues. A one-of-akind, comprehensive analytical inquiry invaluable for students of political science, urban
and regional planning, and public administration—as well as for scholars of urban affairs
and urban politics and policymakers—Metropolitan Governance blazes new territory in
the urban landscape.
The economic activity that drives growth in developing countries is heavily concentrated
in cities. Catchphrases such as “metropolitan areas are the engines that pull the
national economy” turn out to be fairly accurate. But the same advantages of
metropolitan areas that draw investment also draw migrants who need jobs and
housing, lead to demands for better infrastructure and social services, and result in
increased congestion, environmental harm, and social problems. The challenges for
metropolitan public finance are to capture a share of the economic growth to
adequately finance new and growing expenditures and to organize governance so that
services can be delivered in a cost-effective way, giving the local population a voice in
fiscal decision making. At the same time, care must be taken to avoid overregulation
and overtaxation, which will hamper the now quite mobile economic engine of private
investment and entrepreneurial initiative. Metropolitan planning has become a reality in
most large urban areas, even though the planning agencies are often ineffective in
moving things forward and in linking their plans with the fiscal and financial realities of
metropolitan government. A growing number of success stories in metropolitan finance
and management, together with accumulated experience and proper efforts and
support, could be extended to a broader array of forward-looking programs to address
the growing public service needs of metropolitan-area populations. Nevertheless,
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sweeping metropolitan-area fiscal reforms have been few and far between; the urban
policy reform agenda is still a long one; and there is a reasonable prospect that closing
the gaps between what we know how to do and what is actually being done will
continue to be difficult and slow. This book identifies the most important issues in
metropolitan governance and finance in developing countries, describes the practice,
explores the gap between practice and what theory suggests should be done, and lays
out the reform paths that might be considered. Part of the solution will rest in rethinking
expenditure assignments and instruments of finance. The “right” approach also will
depend on the flexibility of political leaders to relinquish some control in order to find a
better solution to the metropolitan finance problem.
This edited collection examines seminal changes and major policy challenges in
metropolitan governance in Asia and the Pacific Rim that are being faced by
governments (national and sub-national) and their polities. The book builds upon the
work of the largest stream at the Urban Affairs Association’s (UAA) Annual Conference
(Urban Issues in Asia and the Pacific Rim) – specifically, the chapters arose from
presentations at the 2016 UAA Annual Conference in San Diego and ensuing
discussions and debates. The book is framed by three over-arching narratives: • the
increased importance (economic, political and cultural) of the Asian region within
strategic discussions of planetary urbanism and the problematisation of the concept of
the Asian region as an element of these discussions • the challenges engendered by
the rapid pace of development (again, economic, political and cultural) and the
endorsement, tacit or otherwise, of developmentalism in many of the polities under
consideration • the increased salience of metropolitan and urban areas, vis-à-vis other
levels of governance (national; local; supra-national), particularly how it is seen as key
in addressing these challenges.
This book traces the evolution of urban and metropolitan governance in India and
examines the key aspects related to urban dynamics such as urban and regional
planning, economic competitiveness, infrastructure and land management,
environmental sustainability as well as the challenges in resource mobilization and
metropolitan governance. The study is based on an extensive compilation of data on
aspects such as demographics, economy, infrastructure, society,environment, political
character, and institutions for governance.
The concept of governance has evolved into one of the most important but also
controversial concepts in urban politics. While it encourages co-operation, participation
and collective construction, at the same time, it has brought about new forms of public
demission, oligarchic regimes and less local democracy. The dilemmas accompanying
these changes are particularly relevant when observing the cities of Southern Europe,
whose socio-cultural specificities very much structure local political and policy
materialisations. Bringing together a team of leading scholars from across the social
sciences, this volume examines the issues of urban governance in the Southern
European context. Illustrated by case studies of several main cities and metropoles on
the North Mediterranean coast, it introduces and critically analyses the latest theories
and approaches to urban governance. It questions how the 'real' or socio-cultural notion
of city seems to have been separated from that of the 'political' city and explores how
more integrated socio-political forms might be developed. It looks at current structures,
dynamics and cultures of governance in urban development and questions whether
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they are well adapted to new realities and challenges or whether there are significant
imbalances causing limited or fragmented political-administrative visions. By
considering both the long Mediterranean history along with the recent but enduring
global economic and political developments, this book argues that Southern European
cities will have to depend greatly upon its own socio-cultural networks, dynamics and
cosmopolitan evolution, making the most of the region's characteristic urban strengths,
as trading hubs, with rich hinterlands and large and varied population.
This text is aimed at the basic local government management course (upper division or
graduate) that addresses the structural, political and management issues associated
with regional and metropolitan government. It also can complement more specialized
courses such as urban planning, urban government, state and local politics, and
intergovernmental relations.
Creating metropolitan regions that are more efficient, equitable, and sustainable
depends on the willingness of local officials to work together across municipal
boundaries to solve large-scale problems. How do these local officials think? Why do
they only sometimes cooperate? What kind of governance do they choose in the face of
persistent problems? The Risk of Regional Governance offers a new perspective on
these questions. Drawing on theory from sociology and anthropology, it argues that
many of the most important cooperative decisions local officials make—those about land
use planning and regulation—are driven by heuristic, biased reasoning driven by cultural
values. The Risk of Regional Governance builds a sociocultural collective action
framework, and supports it with rich survey and interview data from hundreds of local
elected officials serving in the suburbs of Detroit and Grand Rapids, Michigan. It is a
story of the Rust Belt, of how local officials think about their community and the region,
and—most importantly—of how we might craft policies that can overcome biases against
regional governance.
Analyzes the way in which local municipal and school fiscal policies and the patterns of
interlocal cooperative arrangements reflect the discrete circumstances of the individual
suburbs.
Metropolitan Governance and Spatial Planning explores the relationship between
metropolitan decision-making and strategies to co-ordinate spatial policy. This
relationship is examined across 20 cities of Europe and the similarities and differences
analysed. Cities are having to formulate their urban policies in a very complex and
turbulent environment. They are faced with numerous new pressures and problems and
these often create contradictory conditions. The book provides a theoretical framework
for exploring these issues and links this to a detailed investigation of each city. In the
context of globalisation, cities in the last twenty years have experienced new patterns of
activity and these usually transcend political boundaries. The management of these
changes therefore requires an effort of co-ordination and different cities have found
different approaches. However the institutional setting itself has not remained static.
The nation states in Europe have handed over many responsibilities to the European
Union while also increasing devolution to regions and cities. Government has therefore
become a more complex multi-level activity. There has also been the move from
government to governance. Many different public, quasi-public and private bodies are
now involved in making decisions that affect urban development. Metropolitan
governance is therefore also a complex multi-actor process. In these conditions of
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fragmented governance and the widening spatial networking of urban development, the
issue of policy co-ordination become ever more important. The exploration of the 20
cities shows that many face similar difficulties while some also provide interesting
examples of innovative practice. The book concludes that the way forward is to find
strategies to link the different spheres of metropolitan action through 'organising
connectivity'.
Drawing on the lessons from successful and unsuccessful attempts at the reform of
metropolitan governance, this book identifies ways by which central and metropolitan
governments can work better to optimise the potential of each urban region.
A distinctive feature of urbanization in the last 50 years is the expansion of urban
populations and built development well beyond what was earlier conceived as the city
limit, resulting in metropolitan areas. This is challenging the relevance of traditional
municipal boundaries, and by extension, traditional governing structures and
institutions. "Steering the Metropolis: Metropolitan Governance for Sustainable Urban
Development,” encompasses the reflections of thought and practice leaders on the
underlying premises for governing metropolitan space, sectoral adaptations of those
premises, and dynamic applications in a wide variety of contexts. Those reflections are
structured into three sections. Section 1 discusses the conceptual underpinnings of
metropolitan governance, analyzing why political, technical, and administrative
arrangements at this level of government are needed. Section 2 deepens the
discussion by addressing specific sectoral themes of mobility, land use planning,
environmental management, and economic production, as well as crosscutting topics of
metropolitan governance finance, and monitoring and evaluation. Section 3 tests the
concepts and their sectoral adaptations against the practice, with cases from Africa,
America, Asia, and Europe.
This book represents a powerful analysis of the challenges of metropolitan governance
in all its messiness and complexity. It examines Latin American metropolitan
governance by focusing on the issue of public service provision and comparatively
examining five of the largest and most complex urban agglomerations in the region:
Buenos Aires, Bogota, Lima, Mexico City and Santiago. The volume identifies and
discusses the most pressing challenges associated with metropolitan coordination and
the coverage, quality and financial sustainability of service delivery. It also reveals a
number of spatial inequalities associated with inadequate provision, which may
perpetuate poverty and other inequalities. Metropolitan Governance in Latin America
will be valuable reading for advanced students, researchers and policymakers tackling
themes of urban planning, spatial inequality, public service provision and Latin
American urban development.
America's cities have symbolized the nation's prosperity, dynamism, and innovation.
Even with the trend toward suburbanization, many central cities attract substantial new
investment and employment. Within this profile of health, however, many urban areas
are beset by problems of economic disparity, physical deterioration, and social distress.
This volume addresses the condition of the city from the perspective of the larger
metropolitan region. It offers important, thought-provoking perspectives on the structure
of metropolitan-level decisionmaking, the disadvantages faced by cities and city
residents, and expanding economic opportunity to all residents in a metropolitan area.
The book provides data, real-world examples, and analyses in key areas: Distribution of
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metropolitan populations and what this means for city dwellers, suburbanites, whites,
and minorities. How quality of life depends on the spatial structure of a community and
how problems are based on inequalities in spatial opportunity--with a focus on the
relationship between taxes and services. The role of the central city today, the rationale
for revitalizing central cities, and city-suburban interdependence. The book includes
papers that provide in-depth examinations of zoning policy in relation to patterns of
suburban development; regionalism in transportation and air quality; the geography of
economic and social opportunity; social stratification in metropolitan areas; and fiscal
and service disparities within metropolitan areas.
This work aims to respond to the discussion of the problem of achieving efficient
metropolitan government in a competitive climate by analyzing the attempts of several
European urban regions - Antwerp, Birmingham, Frankfurt, Lille, Lisbon, Strasbourg
and Valencia - to meet that need.
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