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Grade 5 Scholarship Examination
Sri Lanka
This book examines medium of instruction in
education and studies its social, economic, and
political significance in the lives of people living in
South Asia. It provides insight into the meaning of
medium and what makes it so important to identity,
aspiration, and inequality. It questions the
ideologized associations between education and
social and spatial mobility and discusses the genderand class-based marginalization that comes with
vernacular-medium education. The volume also
considers how policy measures, such as the Right to
Education (RTE) Act in India, have failed to address
the inequalities brought by medium in schools, and
investigates questions on language access,
inclusion, and rights. Drawing on extensive fieldwork
and in-depth interviews, the book will be
indispensable for students and scholars of
anthropology, education studies, sociolinguistics,
sociology, and South Asian studies. It will also
appeal to those interested in language and
education in South Asia, especially the role of
language in the reproduction of inequality.
Since the late 1970s, Sri Lanka has undergone a
socio-economic transformation, from protectionism
towards economic liberalisation and increasing
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integration into the world economy. Through a
systematic comparison of these periods of economic
change (1956–1977, and 1977 to the present),
Angela W. Little and Siri T. Hettige examine the
impact of this transformation on education, youth
employment and equality of opportunity in Sri Lanka.
The book charts Sri Lanka’s shift from a
predominantly agricultural economy to one
dominated by services and manufacturing, a
reduction in unemployment, rising educational and
occupational levels, expectations and achievements,
and a reduction in poverty. In turn, it reveals a
growing role for the private sector and foreign
interests in post-secondary education and a modest
growth in private education at the primary and
secondary levels, as well as widening social
disparities in access to qualifications, training and
skills. The Sri Lankan experience of, and
engagement with, globalisation has been tempered
by a long-running ethnic conflict that hindered
economic and social development and diverted
considerable public funds into defence and war. Now
that the war is ‘won’, the challenge is how to invest
in human resource development and the fulfilment of
the expectations of youth from all ethnic and social
groups. This challenge requires serious policy
analysis, the generation of more state revenues, the
reallocation of existing public resources, and a
political commitment to the winning of a sustainable
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peace and stability. This book makes an important
contribution to the broader international literature on
the implications of globalisation for education policy
and practice, and to the interaction of exogenous
and endogenous forces for educational change. It
deals with the tension between the high social
demand for education and the growing demand for
specialised skills in a changing economy. As such, it
has a wide interdisciplinary appeal across education
policy and politics, Asian education, South Asian
society, youth policy, sociology of education, political
economy of social change, and globalisation.
Looking to jumpstart your GPA? Most college
students believe that straight A’s can be achieved
only through cramming and painful all-nighters at the
library. But Cal Newport knows that real straight-A
students don’t study harder—they study smarter. A
breakthrough approach to acing academic
assignments, from quizzes and exams to essays and
papers, How to Become a Straight-A Student reveals
for the first time the proven study secrets of real
straight-A students across the country and weaves
them into a simple, practical system that anyone can
master. You will learn how to: • Streamline and
maximize your study time • Conquer procrastination
• Absorb the material quickly and effectively • Know
which reading assignments are critical—and which
are not • Target the paper topics that wow
professors • Provide A+ answers on exams • Write
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stellar prose without the agony A strategic blueprint
for success that promises more free time, more fun,
and top-tier results, How to Become a Straight-A
Student is the only study guide written by students
for students—with the insider knowledge and realworld methods to help you master the college
system and rise to the top of the class.
High-stakes public examinations exert a dominant
influence in most education systems. They affect
both teacher and student behavior, especially at the
middle and upper levels of secondary education. The
content of past examinations tends to dictate what is
taught and how it is taught and, more important,
what is learned and how it is learned. By changing
aspects of these examinations, especially their
content and format, education systems can have a
strong positive impact on teacher behavior and
student learning, help raise student achievement
levels, and better prepare students for tertiary-level
education and for employment. Examination
agencies, many of which have followed the same
procedures over decades, can learn from the
successes and failures of other systems. This book
addresses current issues related to the
development, administration, scoring, and usage of
these high-stakes public examinations, identifying
key issues and problems related to examinations in
many emerging market economies as well as in
advanced economies. The book’s primary audience
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consists of public examination officials on national,
regional, and state examination boards, but the book
should also be of interest to senior education policy
makers concerned with certification and learning
achievement standards, to academics and
researchers interested in educational assessment, to
governmental and education agencies responsible
for student selection, and to professionals at
development organizations. “This extremely wellwritten and comprehensive book offers a timely
review of the diversity of public examination
practices worldwide; of the tensions between
examinations and learning; and of the technical
expertise involved in the creation of valid, reliable,
and fair assessments. It reminds us that as “the
diploma disease†? takes hold with an ever-greater
intensity at every stage of education worldwide, and
the commercial business of testing flourishes, those
concerned with educational quality and meaningful
learning must be on guard to prevent the
assessment tail wagging the educational dog.†?
Angela W. Little, Professor Emerita, Institute of
Education, University College London “This book is
very well structured and written and draws on the
authors’ remarkable global knowledge across
countries and histories. It will be a great asset both
to administrators responsible for examinations and to
academics and other professionals who seek to
understand the nature and impact of examinations of
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different types and in different settings.†? Mark Bray,
UNESCO Chair Professor of Comparative
Education, University of Hong Kong; and former
Director, UNESCO International Institute for
Educational Planning “I am sure that Public
Examinations Examined, which thoroughly analyzes
the practice of public examinations in different
countries and makes profound and well-grounded
conclusions, will arouse very great interest and will
serve to further improve public examinations.†?
Victor Bolotov, Distinguished Professor, Higher
School of Economics, National Research University,
Moscow; member, Russian Academy of Education;
and former Deputy Minister of Education, Russian
Federation
The Indian Ocean Tsunami, which devastated 70
percent of Sri Lanka’s coastline and killed an
estimated 35,000 people, was remarkable both for
the magnitude of the disaster and for the
unprecedented scale of the relief and recovery
operations mounted by national and international
agencies. The reconstruction process was soon
hampered by political patronage, by the competing
efforts of hundreds of foreign humanitarian
organizations, and by the ongoing civil war. The
book is framed within this larger political and social
context, offering descriptions and comparisons
between two regions (southwest vs. eastern coast)
and four ethnic communities (Sinhalese, Tamils,
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Muslims, and Burghers) to illustrate how disaster
relief unfolded in a culturally pluralistic political
landscape. Approaching the issue from four
disciplinary perspectives - anthropology,
demography, political science, and disaster studies chapters by experts in the field analyse regional and
ethnic patterns of post-tsunami reconstruction
according to different sectors of Sri Lankan society.
Demonstrating the key importance of
comprehending the local cultural contexts of disaster
recovery processes, the book is a timely and useful
contribution to the existing literature.
Sri Lanka's Grade Five Scholarship ExaminationAn
Evaluation of Its Effectiveness and RelevanceThe
Parents' ExamLAP Lambert Academic Publishing
This encyclopedia is the most current and exhaustive
reference available on international education. It provides
thorough, up-to-date coverage of key topics, concepts, and
issues, as well as in-depth studies of approximately 180
national educational systems throughout the world. Articles
examine education broadly and at all levels--from primary
grades through higher education, formal to informal
education, country studies to global organizations.
The primary objective of the SCSE conference is to create a
platform for research scholars, academia, researchers and
industry experts to present their research in the areas of
Smart Computing and Systems Engineering The conference
encourages submissions covering both theoretical and
application aspects in these areas and in interdisciplinary
areas The colloquium will provide the delegates with a forum
to discuss the most recent innovations and trends, as well as
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practical challenges encountered in industrial and services
sectors, solutions adopted and, network and build
collaborations with fellow researchers from across the world
At the end of the primary education period in Sri Lanka,
students may elect to sit a national exam called the Grade 5
Scholarship Examination. Thousands of Grade 5 students sit
for the exam each year in hopes of attaining a scholarship to
attend a better-resourced, higher performing school. The
emphasis on the exam creates a high pressure environment
for Grade 5 students, which in turn effects both the
development of the child and initial goals of the Grade 5
Scholarship exam. This paper explores the effectiveness,
efficiency, and equitability of the Grade 5 exam in following
through with the international goals of free and equal
education.
Education in South Asia and the Indian Ocean Islands is a
critical reference guide to development of education in
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Comoros
Islands, Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles and Zanzibar. The
chapters provide an overview of the education system in each
country, focusing particularly on contemporary education
policies and some of the problems countries in this region
face during the processes of development. Key themes
include the practice of implementation of educational policy
and the impact of global and local educational decisions on
societies. Due to the demographic scale and the cultural
diversity of India, the volume contains a particularly extensive
coverage of the distinctive educational issues in this country.
Including a comparative introduction to the issues facing
education in the region as a whole, this book is an essential
reference for researchers, scholars, international agencies
and policy-makers.
Papers presented at the annual sessions of Sri Lanka
Economic Association, held in 2007 at Colombo, Sri Lanka.
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If teachers want to educate deaf learners effectively, they
have to apply evidence-informed methods and didactics with
the needs of individual deaf students in mind. Education in
general -- and education for deaf learners in particular -- is
situated in broader societal contexts, where what works within
the Western world may be quite different from what works
beyond the Western world. By exploring practice-based and
research-based evidence about deaf education in countries
that largely have been left out of the international discussion
thus far, this volume encourages more researchers in more
countries to continue investigating the learning environment
of deaf learners, based on the premise of leaving no one
behind. Featuring chapters centering on 19 countries, from
Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Central and Eastern Europe,
the volume offers a picture of deaf education from the
perspectives of local scholars and teachers who demonstrate
best practices and challenges within their respective regional
contexts. This volume addresses the notion of learning
through the exchange of knowledge; outlines the
commonalities and differences between practices and policies
in educating deaf and hard-of-hearing learners; and looks
ahead to the prospects for the future development of deaf
education research in the context of recently adopted
international legal frameworks. Stimulating academic
exchange regionally and globally among scholars and
teachers who are fascinated by and invested in deaf
education, this volume strengthens the foundation for further
improvement of education for deaf children all around the
world.

6.5 Papua New Guinea
This book provides the global mathematics
education community with information on the recent
and current status of the teaching of mathematics in
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a group of island nations in the Asia-Pacific region.
Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Japan, the Philippines,
Australia, Papua New Guinea, New Zealand, and
twelve nations in the South Pacific Ocean. It is the
third volume in a series conceived by Dr Bruce
Vogeli of Columbia University Teachers College and
published by WSP, aimed at producing
contemporary accounts of mathematics teaching in a
world-wide group of nations. Previous volumes have
covered Central and South American nations and a
selection of Muslim nations respectively.
Sri Lanka, one of the most promising states in Asia
following independence in 1948, has been torn apart
for the past fifteen years by a vicious civil war. The
majority Sinhala and minority Tamils have killed
each other with increasing ferocity. The Tamils, who
are primarily Hindu, fear losing their identity and
being overwhelmed by the majority, who are
Buddhist. The Sinhala, in turn, fear that the Tamils,
with the backing of their ethnic kin in the Indian
province of Tamil Nadu, will destabilize and take
over control of the Sri Lankan government. Colonialera rivalries and deep-rooted distrust fuel the
tensions. What will bring about an end to this
destructive conflict, and how will the island nation
heal its physical and psychic wounds following a
peace? How will a sustainable peace be arranged?
Can mediation help? This book of essays by Sri
Lankan and Western authors examines the causes
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of war and the possibilities for peace. Contributors
are Chandra R. de Silva, Old Dominion University;
Rohan Edrisinha, University of Colombo; Saman
Kelegama, Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka;
David Little, United States Institute of Peace; Darini
Rajasingham-Senanayake, Columbia University;
Teresita C. Schaffer, former U.S. Ambassador to Sri
Lanka; David Scott, Johns Hopkins University;
Donald R. Snodgrass, Harvard Institute for
International Development; Jayadeva Uyangoda, Sri
Lanka Foundation; William Weisberg and Donna
Hicks, Harvard University. A World Peace
Foundation Book
Pratiyogita Darpan (monthly magazine) is India's
largest read General Knowledge and Current Affairs
Magazine. Pratiyogita Darpan (English monthly
magazine) is known for quality content on General
Knowledge and Current Affairs. Topics ranging from
national and international news/ issues, personality
development, interviews of examination toppers,
articles/ write-up on topics like career, economy,
history, public administration, geography, polity,
social, environment, scientific, legal etc, solved
papers of various examinations, Essay and debate
contest, Quiz and knowledge testing features are
covered every month in this magazine.
This book analyzes the main achievements and
challenges for human capital development in Sri
Lanka. It draws several conclusions and provides
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strategic recommendations for the acceleration of
future human capital development in the country.
Arranged alphabetically, this book draws upon
articles in "The International Encyclopedia of
Education", Second Edition, and contains 152
articles on national systems of education. It provides:
general background information, such as
geographical, social structure, economic factors;
references and further reading; an author index; and
more.
Guidebook showcasing successful, innovative education
initiatives to help meet the MDGs and Education for All
targets from around the Commonwealth, in a concise and
easy-to-use format. Provides policy-makers with examples of
solutions that will assist them in devising strategies to counter
their own educational challenges.
Empowered Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka’s development policy
document, envisions reorienting the country toward a modern
and high-value-adding economy that is able to compete in the
global market. Expanding the middle class and improving the
living standards by creating one million jobs are at the core of
the policy. This report seeks to support the realization of that
vision by analyzing Sri Lanka’s employment situation and
drawing recommendations from the analysis. The report
starts with an overview of the labor market in relation to both
supply and demand. It then looks at the issues of aging and
skills generation. The concluding chapter examines links
between labor market trends, informality, and poverty. This
study is a co-publication of the Asian Development Bank and
the International Labour Organization.
This comprehensive book is specially developed for the
candidates of National MeansCumMerit Scholarship Exam
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(For Class VIII). This book includes Study Material & Previous
Papers for the purpose of practice of questions based on the
latest pattern of the examination. Detailed Explanatory
Answers have also been provided for the selected questions
for Better Understanding of the Candidates
In The Struggle for a Multilingual Future, Christina Davis
examines the tension between ethnic conflict and multilingual
education policy in the linguistic and social practices of Sri
Lankan minority youth. Facing a legacy of post-independence
language and education policies that were among the
complex causes of the Sri Lankan civil war (1983 - 2009), the
government has recently sought to promote interethnic
integration through trilingual language policies in Sinhala,
Tamil, and English in state schools. Integrating ethnographic
and linguistic research in and around two schools during the
last phase of the war, Davis's research shows how, despite
the intention of the reforms, practices on the ground reinforce
language-based models of ethnicity and sustain ethnic
divisions and power inequalities. By engaging with the actual
experiences of Tamil and Muslim youth, Davis demonstrates
the difficulties of using language policy to ameliorate ethnic
conflict if it does not also address how that conflict is
produced and reproduced in everyday talk.
With increasing global challenges, the Belt and Road initiative
seems to offer one possible platform to think about different
possibilities and pathways to promote international
collaboration and development covering Asia, Europe, Africa,
and other countries. Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) in education, as a key focus, provides
valuable perspectives for governments, inter-governmental
and non-governmental agencies wanting to innovate and
advance both ICT and education independently and
collaboratively. This book highlights the burgeoning of ICT in
education in eleven countries, with particular emphasis
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placed on the context of the Belt and Road Initiative. ICT has
increasingly important roles in education including improve
teaching and learning qualities, as well as equity in education.
The prominent contributors describe the state-of-the-art of
ICT in education in eleven countries based on six major
themes (policy perspectives, infrastructure, educational
resources, ICT integration into practices, students’ ICT
competence, and teachers’ professional development). We
hope the in-depth discussions included in this book would
provoke more academic and policy insights globally.
This volume examines the unique characteristics of akshara
orthography and how they may affect literacy development
and problems along with the implications for assessment and
instruction. Even though akshara orthography is used by
more than a billion people, there is an urgent need for a
systematic attempt to bring the features, research findings,
and future directions of akshara together in a coherent
volume. We hope that this volume will bridge that gap.
Akshara is used in several Indic languages, each calling it by
a slightly different name, for example 'aksharamu', in Telugu,
'akshara' in Kannada, and 'akshar' in Hindi. It is the Bhramiderived orthography used across much of the Indian
subcontinent. There is a growing body of research on the
psycholinguistic underpinnings of learning to read akshara,
and the emerging perspective is that akshara, even though
classified as alphasyllabaries, abugida, and semi-syllabic
writing systems, is neither alphabetic nor syllabic. Rather,
akshara orthography is unique and deserves to be a separate
classification and needs further investigation relating to
literacy acquisition in akshara. The chapters in this volume,
written by leading authors in the field, will inform the reader of
the current research on akshara in a coherent and systematic
way.
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How do different contexts influence the nature and
character of school leadership? This book is predicated
on the simple, yet profound, observation that school
leadership can only be understood within the context in
which it is exercised. The observation is particularly valid
in relation to post-conflict societies especially when they
have eventuated from new-wars. Schools in these
contexts face highly complex circumstances and a level
of environmental turbulence requiring different kinds of
leadership from those operating in less complicated and
relatively stable situations. By assembling an impressive
array of international experts, this book investigates a
much neglected area of research. Each chapter
highlights the importance of context for understanding
the realities of school leadership, and reveals the
challenges and influences that school leaders face as
well as the strategies they adopt to deal with the
complexities of their work. In particular, valuable insights
are provided into how intractable problems faced by
schools can affect student, professional and
organizational learning agendas. There are also
important glimpses of the progression that can be made
in schools by: -Enhancing the curriculum -Energizing
teaching capacity; and -Optimising leadership capacity.
Depictions of post-new war environments include
Angola, Ghana, Sri Lanka, Rwanda, Kenya, Solomon
Islands, Lebanon, Kosovo, Timor-Leste and Northern
Ireland. The book will be key reading for undergraduate
and postgraduate students studying educational
leadership, comparative education and education policy.
Assessment of student learning outcomes (ASLO) is one
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of the key activities in teaching and learning. It serves as
the source of information in determining the quality of
education at the classroom and national levels. Results
from any assessment have an influence on decision
making, on policy development related to improving
individual student achievement, and to ensure the equity
and quality of an education system. ASLO provides
teachers and school heads with information for making
decisions regarding a students’ progress. The
information allows teachers and school heads to
understand a students’ performance better. This report
reviews ASLO in three South Asian
countries---Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka---with a
focus on public examinations, national assessment,
school-based assessment, and classroom assessment
practiced in these countries.
At the turn of the millennium, the unanimous adoption of
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by the
United Nations General Assembly marked a new chapter
in international development. However, voices from the
Global South were noticeably absent in shaping the
agenda. Fifteen years later, the global context has
changed so much that it would have been inconceivable
not to have taken voices from the South into account
when planning the new Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Since its inception in 2012, the Southern Voice
on Post-MDG International Development Goals
(Southern Voice), a network of 48 think tanks from
Africa, Asia and Latin America, has generated a
substantial body of original research to feed into various
aspects of the post-2015 development agenda, such as
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the missing dimensions of the MDGs, ways to mitigate
existing challenges in delivering on aspired outcomes,
and new issues, goals, targets and indicators that are
crucial for the next global development framework.
Southern Perspectives on the Post-2015 International
Development Agenda consolidates this research and
stitches together development realities and policy
experiences from the Global South, infusing unique local
perspectives to the global debate on the post-2015
agenda. The compendium addresses the overarching
themes underpinning the new international development
framework by focusing on issues such as sustainability
and growth, inclusion and social policies, governance
and capacities, and financing of the new agenda.
Southern Voice seeks to challenge the "knowledge
asymmetry" afflicting the global knowledge system by
channelling evidence-based policy analyses produced by
centres of excellence, located in the Global South. This
is a valuable resource for academics and researchers,
policymakers and practitioners, and concerned students
in search of alternative views on sustainable
development.
A country’s education system plays a pivotal role in
promoting economic growth and shared prosperity. Sri
Lanka has enjoyed high school-attainment and
enrollment rates for several decades. However, it still
faces major challenges in the education sector, and
these challenges undermine the country’s
inclusivegrowth goal and its ambition to become a
competitive upper-middle-income country. The authors of
Sri Lanka Education Sector Assessment: Achievements,
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Challenges, and Policy Options offer a thorough review
of Sri Lanka’s education sector—from early childhood
education through higher education. With this book, they
attempt to answer three questions: • How is Sri Lanka’s
education system performing, especially with respect to
participation rates, learning outcomes, and labor market
outcomes? • How can the country address the
challenges at each stage of the education process,
taking into account both country and international
experience and also best practices? • Which policy
actions should Sri Lanka make a priority for the short and
medium term? The authors identify the most critical
constraints on performance and present strategic
priorities and policy options to address them. To attain
inclusive growth and become globally competitive, Sri
Lanka needs to embark on integrated reforms across all
levels of education. These reforms must address both
short-term skill shortages and long-term productivity. As
Sri Lanka moves up the development ladder, the
priorities of primary, secondary, and postsecondary
education must be aligned to meet the increasingly
complex education and skill requirements.
Sandya Hewamanne's Stitching Identities in a Free
Trade Zone analyzed how female factory workers in Sri
Lanka's free trade zones challenged conventional
notions about marginalized women at the bottom of the
global economy. In Restitching Identities in Rural Sri
Lanka Hewamanne now follows many of these same
women to explore the ways in which they negotiate their
social and economic lives once back in their home
villages. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork conducted
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over fifteen years, the book explores how the former freetrade-zone workers manipulate varied forms of
capital—social, cultural, and monetary— to become local
entrepreneurs and community leaders, while
simultaneously initiating gradual changes in rural social
hierarchies and gender norms. Free trade zones
introduce Sri Lankan women to neoliberal ways of
fashioning selves, Hewamanne contends. Her book
illustrates how varied manifestations of neoliberal
attitudes within local contexts result in new articulations
of what it is to be an entrepreneur as well as a good
woman. By focusing on how former workers decenter
neoliberal market relations while using their
entrepreneurial and civic activities to reimagine social life
in ways more satisfying to them and their loved
ones—what the author calls a politics of contentment—the
book sheds light on new political possibilities in contexts
where both reproduction of neoliberal economic relations
and implementation of alternatives co-exist.
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