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Gravitys Rainbow Thomas Pynchon
Adding some 20 percent to the original content, this is a completely updated edition of
Steven Weisenburger's indispensable guide to Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow.
Weisenburger takes the reader page by page, often line by line, through the welter of
historical references, scientific data, cultural fragments, anthropological research, jokes,
and puns around which Pynchon wove his story. Weisenburger fully annotates
Pynchon's use of languages ranging from Russian and Hebrew to such subdialects of
English as 1940s street talk, drug lingo, and military slang as well as the more obscure
terminology of black magic, Rosicrucianism, and Pavlovian psychology. The
Companion also reveals the underlying organization of Gravity's Rainbow--how the
book's myriad references form patterns of meaning and structure that have eluded both
admirers and critics of the novel. The Companion is keyed to the pages of the principal
American editions of Gravity's Rainbow: Viking/Penguin (1973), Bantam (1974), and
the special, repaginated Penguin paperback (2000) honoring the novel as one of twenty
"Great Books of the Twentieth Century."
Thomas Pynchon has a reputation as a "difficult" author -- but he doesn't have to be!
With this new guide, Gravity's Rainbow can be understood by the average reader.
Included are: a chapter-by-chapter summary and commentary on the story, a thorough
description of all major characters, a biography of Pynchon, suggestions for essay
topics, and much more. This guide is guaranteed help you finish and make sense of
Gravity's Rainbow -- all in a concise and easy-to-read format. Whether you are totally
new to the book or just want to deepen your understanding, this guide will save you
hours of struggle and frustration.
A Time magazine and New York Times Best Book of the Year Charles Mason
(1728–1786) and Jeremiah Dixon (1733–1779) were the British surveyors best
remembered for running the boundary between Pennsylvania and Maryland that we
know today as the Mason-Dixon Line. Here is their story as reimagined by Thomas
Pynchon, featuring Native Americans and frontier folk, ripped bodices, naval warfare,
conspiracies erotic and political, major caffeine abuse. Unreflectively entangled in
crimes of demarcation, Mason and Dixon take us along on a grand tour of the
Enlightenment’s dark hemisphere, from their first journey together to the Cape of Good
Hope, to pre-Revolutionary America and back to England, into the shadowy yet
redemptive turns of their later lives, through incongruities in conscience, parallaxes of
personality, tales of questionable altitude told and intimated by voices clamoring not to
be lost. Along the way they encounter a plentiful cast of characters, including Benjamin
Franklin, George Washington, and Samuel Johnson, as well as a Chinese feng shui
master, a Swedish irredentist, a talking dog, and a robot duck. The quarrelsome,
daring, mismatched pair—Mason as melancholy and Gothic as Dixon is cheerful and preRomantic—pursues a linear narrative of irregular lives, observing, and managing to
participate in the many occasions of madness presented them by the Age of Reason.
A collection of critical essays on Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow arranged in chronological
order of publication.This is an electronic version of the original edition of this;Bloom's
Modern Critical Interpretations;title, containi.
Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow (1973) has been called a modernFinnegans
Wake for its challenging language, wild anachronisms, hallucinatory happenings, and
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fever-dream imagery. With Pictures Showing What Happens on Each Page of Thomas
Pynchon's Novel Gravity's Rainbow, artist Zak Smith at once eases and expands
readers' experience of the twentieth-century classic. Smith has created more than 750
pages of drawings, paintings, and photos--each derived from a page of Pynchon's
novel. Extraordinary tableaux of the detritus of war--a burned-out Konigstiger tank, a
melted machine gun--coexist alongside such fantasmagoric Pynchon inventions as the
"stumbling bird" and "Grigori the octopus." Smith has said he aimed to be "as literal as
possible" in interpreting Gravity's Rainbow, but his images are as imaginative and
powerful as the prose they honor.
“Later than usual one summer morning in 1984 . . .” On California’s fog-hung North
Coast, the enchanted redwood groves of Vineland County harbor a wild assortment of
sixties survivors and refugees from the “Nixonian Reaction,” still struggling with the
consequences of their past lives. Aging hippie freak Zoyd Wheeler is revving up for his
annual act of televised insanity when news reaches that his old nemesis, sinister
federal agent Brock Vond, has come storming into Vineland at the head of a heavily
armed Justice Department strike force. Zoyd instantly disappears underground, but not
before dispatching his teenage daughter Prairie on a dark odyssey into her secret,
unspeakable past. . . . Freely combining disparate elements from American popular
culture—spy thrillers, ninja potboilers, TV soap operas, sci-fi fantasies—Vineland
emerges as what Salman Rushdie has called in The New York Times Book Review
“that rarest of birds: a major political novel about what America has been doing to itself,
to its children, all these many years.”
A collection of critical essays on Pynchon's "Gravity's Rainbow" arranged in
chronological order of publication.
The Maximalist Novel sets out to define a new genre of contemporary fiction that
developed in the United States from the early 1970s, and then gained popularity in
Europe in the early twenty-first century. The maximalist novel has a very strong
symbolic and morphological identity. Ercolino sets out ten particular elements which
define and structure it as a complex literary form: length, an encyclopedic mode,
dissonant chorality, diegetic exuberance, completeness, narrratorial omniscience,
paranoid imagination, inter-semiocity, ethical commitment, and hybrid realism. These
ten characteristics are common to all of the seven works that centre his discussion:
Gravity's Rainbow by Thomas Pynchon, Infinite Jest by David Foster Wallace,
Underworld by Don DeLillo, White Teeth by Zadie Smith, The Corrections by Jonathan
Franzen, 2666 by Roberto Bolaño, and 2005 dopo Cristo by the Babette Factory.
Though the ten features are not all present in the same way or form in every single text,
they are all decisive in defining the genre of the maximalist novel, insofar as they are
systematically co-present. Taken singularly, they can be easily found both in modernist
and postmodern novels, which are not maximalist. Nevertheless, it is precisely their copresence, as well as their reciprocal articulation, which make them fundamental in
demarcating the maximalist novel as a genre.

Part noir, part psychedelic romp, all Thomas Pynchon—Private eye Doc Sportello
surfaces, occasionally, out of a marijuana haze to watch the end of an era In this
lively yarn, Thomas Pynchon, working in an unaccustomed genre that is at once
exciting and accessible, provides a classic illustration of the principle that if you
can remember the sixties, you weren't there. It's been a while since Doc Sportello
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has seen his ex- girlfriend. Suddenly she shows up with a story about a plot to
kidnap a billionaire land developer whom she just happens to be in love with. It's
the tail end of the psychedelic sixties in L.A., and Doc knows that "love" is
another of those words going around at the moment, like "trip" or "groovy,"
except that this one usually leads to trouble. Undeniably one of the most
influential writers at work today, Pynchon has penned another unforgettable
book.
The exhausting plenitude of loosely connected detail in Gravity’s Rainbow
makes it a favorite of postmodern critics, who claim it describes a modern,
random, unknowable universe. Hume expands the possibilities as she discloses
a mythic structure that underlies Pynchon’s work and provides easier access to
his world. “Myth turns chaos into cosmos,” Hume explains, describing how the
profuse detail of Pynchon’s book allows for the creation of a “world humankind
shapes out of chaos by means of ritual and myth. . . a set of interlocking stories. .
. [that] fit into a narrative sequence or mythology that conveys, supports, and
challenges cultural values.” Pynchon’s “mythology is not rigidly consistent,”
Hume notes, but “several strands of mythological action. . . serve a stabilizing
function in this chaotic book.” Pynchon creates his own “unheroic” hero to show
the way for making sense of the fragmented experience of life in the postmodern
world.
Beginning with an introduction summarizing critical reaction to Pynchon's fiction
and to Gravity's Rainbow in particular, this volume contains eight original essays
exploring different aspects of the novel. Alan Friedman provides a guide to the
novel's use of statistics and post-Newtonian physics and Khachig Toloyan
examines Pynchon's use of history. Charles Cler explores the author's use of
film; Joseph Slade discusses his treatment of religion, psychology, sex and love;
Raymond Olderman discusses Pynchon's contrast of freak and straight world
views; James Earl writes on Pynchon's opposition of rational and intuitive
epistemologies in the novel; Charles Russell on Pynchon's portrayal of the
limitations of the language systems and Roger Henkle on comedy. ISBN
0-8242-0337-X : $25.00.
This study delineates what can be called the conceptual structure of Gravity's
Rainbow and analyzes it in terms of Rilke's Duinesian Elegies, a text which was a
major influence on Pynchon's novel.
Compiling five short stories originally written between 1959 and 1964, Slow
Learner showcases Thomas Pynchon’s writing before the publication of his first
novel V. The stories compiled here are “The Small Rain,” “Low-lands,”
“Entropy,” “Under the Rose,” and “The Secret Integration,” along with an
introduction by Pynchon himself.
A Study Guide for Thomas Pynchon's "Gravity's Rainbow," excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
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Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
Gravity's Rainbow Illustrated: One Picture for Every Page features the work of an
Ivy League-educated, punk-rock, porn-star visual artist who has created a
drawing for every page of a novel that is widely considered to be the most difficult
work of literature ever produced in English. Thomas Pynchon’s Gravity’s
Rainbow (1973) has been called a modernFinnegans Wake for its challenging
language, wild anachronisms, hallucinatory happenings, and fever-dream
imagery. With Pictures Showing What Happens on Each Page of Thomas
Pynchon's Novel Gravity's Rainbow, artist Zak Smith at once eases and expands
readers’ experience of the twentieth-century classic. Smith has created more
than 750 pages of drawings, paintings, and photos—each derived from a page of
Pynchon’s novel. Extraordinary tableaux of the detritus of war—a burned-out
Konigstiger tank, a melted machine gun—coexist alongside such fantasmagoric
Pynchon inventions as the “stumbling bird” and “Grigori the octopus.” Smith has
said he aimed to be “as literal as possible” in interpreting Gravity’s Rainbow, but
his images are as imaginative and powerful as the prose they honor.
Tyrone Slothrop, a GI in London in 1944, has a big problem. Whenever he gets
an erection, a Blitz bomb hits. Slothrop gets excited, and then, "a screaming
comes across the sky," heralding an angel of death, a V 2 rocket. Soon Tyrone is
on the run from legions of bizarre enemies through the phantasmagoric horrors of
Germany.
Don Carpenter’s Hard Rain Falling is a tough-as-nails account of being down
and out, but never down for good—a Dostoyevskian tale of crime, punishment,
and the pursuit of an ever-elusive redemption. The novel follows the adventures
of Jack Levitt, an orphaned teenager living off his wits in the fleabag hotels and
seedy pool halls of Portland, Oregon. Jack befriends Billy Lancing, a young black
runaway and pool hustler extraordinaire. A heist gone wrong gets Jack sent to
reform school, from which he emerges embittered by abuse and solitary
con?nement. In the meantime Billy has joined the middle class—married, fathered
a son, acquired a business and a mistress. But neither Jack nor Billy can escape
their troubled pasts, and they will meet again in San Quentin before their strange
double drama comes to a violent and revelatory end.
A New York Times Notable Book of the Year, a Washington Post Best Book of
the Year Spanning the era between the Chicago World’s Fair of 1893 and the
years just after World War I, and constantly moving between locations across the
globe (and to a few places not strictly speaking on the map at all), Against the
Day unfolds with a phantasmagoria of characters that includes anarchists,
balloonists, gamblers, drug enthusiasts, mathematicians, mad scientists,
shamans, spies, and hired guns. As an era of uncertainty comes crashing down
around their ears and an unpredictable future commences, these folks are mostly
just trying to pursue their lives. Sometimes they manage to catch up; sometimes
it’s their lives that pursue them.
The essays, poetry, and visual art collected here consider the more-than-human
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cultures of our multispecies world. At a time when humanity's impact has put our
planet's ecosystems into great jeopardy, the book explores literary, sonic, and
visual imaginaries that feature encounters between and across a variety of living
creatures: beetles and bisons, people and pigeons, trees and spiderwebs,
vegetables and violets, orchards and octopi, vampires and tricksters. Offering a
wide range of critical and creative contributions to Human Animal Studies, Critical
Plant Studies and the Nonhuman Turn, the volume seeks to foster new ways of
imagining a more »response-able« coexistence on our shared Earth.
**Long-Listed for the 2010 Independent Foreign Fiction Prize** From hostagevideo makers in Baghdad, to human trafficking in the forests of Serbia,
institutionalised paranoia in the Saddam years, to the nightmares of an exile
trying to embrace a new life in Amsterdam... Blasim’s stories present an
uncompromising view of the West's relationship with Iraq, spanning over twenty
years and taking in everything from the Iran-Iraq War through to the Occupation,
as well as offering a haunting critique of the post-war refugee experience.
Blending allegory with historical realism, and subverting readers’ expectations in
an unflinching comedy of the macabre, these stories manage to be both
phantasmagoric and shockingly real, light in touch yet steeped in personal
nightmare. For all their despair and darkness, though, what lingers more than the
haunting images of war, or the insanity of those who would benefit from it, is the
spirit of defiance, the indefatigable courage of those few characters keeping faith
with what remains of human intelligence. Together these stories represent the
first major literary work about the war from an Iraqi perspective. 'Perhaps the best
writer of Arabic fiction alive...' – The Guardian, 12 Jun 10.
In the mid-1960s, the publication of Pynchon's V and The Crying of Lot 49
introduced a brilliant new voice to American literature. Gravity's Rainbow, his
convoluted, allusive novel about a metaphysical quest, published in 1973, further
confirmed Pynchon's reputation as one of the greatest writers of the century.
“A teen thriller in the vein of the ‘90s horror movie The Craft . . . A beautiful
meditation on meditation . . . Frequently hilarious, and thoughtful throughout.”
—The New York Times Book Review "The Lightness could be the love child of
Donna Tartt and Tana French, but its savage, glittering magic is all Emily
Temple’s own." —Chloe Benjamin, New York Times bestselling author of The
Immortalists A Belletrist Book Club Pick! A Most Anticipated Novel by
Entertainment Weekly • USA Today • Marie Claire • Elle • WSJ. Magazine •
Glamour • Vulture • Bustle • Buzzfeed • The Millions • The Philadelphia Inquirer
• Minneapolis Star Tribune • The Daily Beast • Refinery 29 • Publishers Weekly
• Literary Hub • Electric Literature • and more! A stylish, stunningly precise, and
suspenseful meditation on adolescent desire, female friendship, and the female
body that shimmers with rage, wit, and fierce longing—an audacious, darkly
observant, and mordantly funny literary debut for fans of Emma Cline, Ottessa
Moshfegh, and Jenny Offill. One year ago, the person Olivia adores most in the
world, her father, left home for a meditation retreat in the mountains and never
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returned. Yearning to make sense of his shocking departure and to escape her
overbearing mother—a woman as grounded as her father is mercurial—Olivia runs
away from home and retraces his path to a place known as the Levitation Center.
Once there, she enrolls in their summer program for troubled teens, which Olivia
refers to as “Buddhist Boot Camp for Bad Girls”. Soon, she finds herself drawn
into the company of a close-knit trio of girls determined to transcend their
circumstances, by any means necessary. Led by the elusive and beautiful
Serena, and her aloof, secretive acolytes, Janet and Laurel, the girls decide this
is the summer they will finally achieve enlightenment—and learn to levitate, to defy
the weight of their bodies, to experience ultimate lightness. But as desire and
danger intertwine, and Olivia comes ever closer to discovering what a body—and
a girl—is capable of, it becomes increasingly clear that this is an advanced and
perilous practice, and there’s a chance not all of them will survive. Set over the
course of one fateful summer that unfolds like a fever dream, The Lightness
juxtaposes fairy tales with quantum physics, cognitive science with religious
fervor, and the passions and obsessions of youth with all of these, to explore
concepts as complex as faith and as simple as loving people—even though you
don’t, and can’t, know them at all. “A suspenseful debut.” –People Pick
This essential Companion to Thomas Pynchon provides all the necessary tools to
unlock the challenging fiction of this postmodern master.
The first book of criticism devoted to Pynschon's massive 2006 novel, Pynchon's
Against the Day: A Corrupted Pilgrim's Guide gathers new work by more than a
dozen scholars, offering readings informed by the newest developments in
narratology, genre studies, ecocriticism, globalism, and the histories of science
and religion. This title also offers fresh perspectives on divisive issues within
Pynchon studies, such as anarchism, gender, and reviewers' reception of his
recent work. What emerges is a novel that will come to be seen, these essays
argue, as a major part of Pynchon's storied legacy and a key work of the "late
Pynchon."
Discusses life, time, beauty, experience, meaning, music, and art.
Thomas Pynchon in Context guides students, scholars and other readers through
the global scope and prolific imagination of Pynchon's challenging, canonical
work, providing the most up-to-date and authoritative scholarly analyses of his
writing. This book is divided into three parts. The first, 'Times and Places', sets
out the history and geographical contexts both for the setting of Pynchon's novels
and his own life. The second, 'Culture, Politics and Society', examines twenty
important and recurring themes which most clearly define Pynchon's writing ranging from ideas in philosophy and the sciences to humor and pop culture. The
final part, 'Approaches and Readings', outlines and assesses ways to read and
understand Pynchon. Consisting of Forty-four essays written by some of the
world's leading scholars, this volume outlines the most important contexts for
understanding Pynchon's writing and helps readers interpret and reference his
literary work.
Page 6/9

Read Free Gravitys Rainbow Thomas Pynchon
For the first time in English, a glittering novella about stardom from “one of the
greatest avant-garde Japanese writers of the twentieth century” (Judith Thurman,
The New Yorker) All eyes are on Rikio. And he likes it, mostly. His fans cheer,
screaming and yelling to attract his attention—they would kill for a moment alone
with him. Finally the director sets up the shot, the camera begins to roll, someone
yells “action”; Rikio, for a moment, transforms into another being, a hardened
young yakuza, but as soon as the shot is finished, he slumps back into his own
anxieties and obsessions. Being a star, constantly performing, being watched
and scrutinized as if under a microscope, is often a drag. But so is life. Written
shortly after Yukio Mishima himself had acted in the film “Afraid to Die,” this
novella is a rich and unflinching psychological portrait of a celebrity coming apart
at the seams. With exquisite, vivid prose, Star begs the question: is there any
escape from how we are seen by others?
A Penguin Classic Winner of the 1973 National Book Award, Gravity's Rainbow is
a postmodern epic, a work as exhaustively significant to the second half of the
twentieth century as Joyce's Ulysses was to the first. Its sprawling, encyclopedic
narrative and penetrating analysis of the impact of technology on society make it
an intellectual tour de force. This Penguin Classics deluxe edition features a
specially designed cover by Frank Miller along with french claps and deckleedged paper. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700
titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by awardwinning translators.
Short-listed for the Man Booker Prize From the author of Remainder and C (shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize), and a winner of the Windham-Campbell
Literature Prize, comes Satin Island, an unnerving novel that promises to give us
the first and last word on the world—modern, postmodern, whatever world you
think you are living in. U., a “corporate anthropologist,” is tasked with writing the
Great Report, an all-encompassing ethnographic document that would sum up
our era. Yet at every turn, he feels himself overwhelmed by the ubiquity of data,
lost in buffer zones, wandering through crowds of apparitions, willing them to
coalesce into symbols that can be translated into some kind of account that
makes sense. As he begins to wonder if the Great Report might remain a
shapeless, oozing plasma, his senses are startled awake by a dream of an
apocalyptic cityscape. In Satin Island, Tom McCarthy captures—as only he
can—the way we experience our world, our efforts to find meaning (or just to stay
awake) and discern the narratives we think of as our lives.
The highly original satire about Oedipa Maas, a woman who finds herself
enmeshed in a worldwide conspiracy, meets some extremely interesting
characters and attains a not inconsiderable amount of self-knowledge.
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" Presents important and scholarly criticism on major works from The Odyssey
through modern literature" The critical essays reflect a variety of schools of
criticism" Contains notes on the contributing critics, a chronology of the author's
life, and an index" Introductory essay by Harold Bloom
A New York Times besteller! It is 2001 in New York City, in the lull between the
collapse of the dot-com boom and the terrible events of September 11th. Silicon
Alley is a ghost town, Web 1.0 is having adolescent angst, Google has yet to
IPO, Microsoft is still considered the Evil Empire. There may not be quite as
much money around as there was at the height of the tech bubble, but there’s no
shortage of swindlers looking to grab a piece of what’s left. Maxine Tarnow is
running a nice little fraud investigation business on the Upper West Side, chasing
down different kinds of small-scale con artists. She used to be legally certified but
her license got pulled a while back, which has actually turned out to be a blessing
because now she can follow her own code of ethics—carry a Beretta, do business
with sleazebags, hack into people’s bank accounts—without having too much
guilt about any of it. Otherwise, just your average working mom—two boys in
elementary school, an off-and-on situation with her sort of semi-ex-husband
Horst, life as normal as it ever gets in the neighborhood—till Maxine starts looking
into the finances of a computer-security firm and its billionaire geek CEO,
whereupon things begin rapidly to jam onto the subway and head downtown. She
soon finds herself mixed up with a drug runner in an art deco motorboat, a
professional nose obsessed with Hitler’s aftershave, a neoliberal enforcer with
footwear issues, plus elements of the Russian mob and various bloggers,
hackers, code monkeys, and entrepreneurs, some of whom begin to show up
mysteriously dead. Foul play, of course. With occasional excursions into the
DeepWeb and out to Long Island, Thomas Pynchon, channeling his inner Jewish
mother, brings us a historical romance of New York in the early days of the
internet, not that distant in calendar time but galactically remote from where
we’ve journeyed to since. Will perpetrators be revealed, forget about brought to
justice? Will Maxine have to take the handgun out of her purse? Will she and
Horst get back together? Will Jerry Seinfeld make an unscheduled guest
appearance? Will accounts secular and karmic be brought into balance? Hey.
Who wants to know? The Washington Post “Brilliantly written… a joy to read…
Bleeding Edge is totally gonzo, totally wonderful. It really is good to have Thomas
Pynchon around, doing what he does best.” (Michael Dirda) Slate.com "If not
here at the end of history, when? If not Pynchon, who? Reading Bleeding Edge,
tearing up at the beauty of its sadness or the punches of its hilarity, you may
realize it as the 9/11 novel you never knew you needed… a necessary novel and
one that literary history has been waiting for." The New York Times Book Review
Exemplary… dazzling and ludicrous... Our reward for surrendering expectations
that a novel should gather in clarity, rather than disperse into molecules, isn’t
anomie but delight.” (Jonathan Lethem) Wired magazine “The book’s real
accomplishment is to claim the last decade as Pynchon territory, a continuation
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of the same tensions — between freedom and captivity, momentum and entropy,
meaning and chaos — through which he has framed the last half-century."
Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow, arguably one of the greatest works of fiction in
this century, has often been considered despairing, absurdist, or niilistic. Now, in a
monumental effort to make Pynchon's work more accessible, Thomas Moore surveys
all the major, and often confusing, backgrounds in Gravity's Rainbow--from archaic
myths to quantum-physical theory; from romantic thought to rocket technology; from
seventeenth-century Puritanism, through the ideas of Weber, Jung, and Marhsall
McLuhan, to the worlds of Weimar and Hollywood movies--to help Pynchon's reader
understand the weird, frightening, funny, lyrical, surreal, and ultimately hopeful cosmos
of Pynchon's fictions. By exploring the novel's internal strategies and its brilliant
integrations of background information, Moore illustrates how Gravity's Rainbow
remains movingly humane, as its author, the agonized mediator of a bewildering field of
cultural information, remains excruciatingly sensitive to every human image and
gesture, searching for the chances for love and connection that still hide in the vast
designs of things. The reader of Moore's work should emerge with a thorough
appreciation of Pynchon's unique style of genius, of his optimism, of his intense
moralism, and of the justness of the widespread claim that Pynchon is the most brilliant
"encyclopedic" writer of fiction since Joyce.
Winner of the 1974 National Book Award “A screaming comes across the sky. . .” A
few months after the Germans’ secret V-2 rocket bombs begin falling on London,
British Intelligence discovers that a map of the city pinpointing the sexual conquests of
one Lieutenant Tyrone Slothrop, U.S. Army, corresponds identically to a map showing
the V-2 impact sites. The implications of this discovery will launch Slothrop on an
amazing journey across war-torn Europe, fleeing an international cabal of militaryindustrial superpowers, in search of the mysterious Rocket 00000, through a wildly
comic extravaganza that has been hailed in The New Republic as “the most profound
and accomplished American novel since the end of World War II.”
Fourth-grader Mason struggles to enjoy playing basketball after his best friend
persuades him to join a team, and learns that the dog-hating lady next door is not so
bad after all.
Presents a collection of critical essays on the works of Thomas Pynchon.
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