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Greatest Generation Tom Brokaw
Brokaw recounts the endgame of the Watergate scandal and the Nixon presidency in real time, from his perspective in
the press corps as a young White House correspondent for NBC News.
The Greatest GenerationRandom House
There's a secret war on the streets of the city. Only a New York cop can win it. His claim to fame is finding guns on the
bad guys, and Detective Second Grade Brian McKenna has just spotted the beard carrying a piece. What he doesn't
know is that he's about to shoot his way into a war with a highly disciplined, well-armed enemy so treacherous, not even
the NYPD knows they exist. Exiled from the bright lights of Manhattan for breaking one too many rules, pressured by his
girlfriend to quit the job, this is McKenna's last chance to win back his reputation and make the coveted rank of Detective
First Grade. But if his moves aren't swift and right, a new breed of criminal-- who has found a leader in an exotically
beautiful and ruthless woman-- will own his city. From the savvy and experience of a cop who gave over 25 years of his
life to the NYPD comes a stunning novel of undeniable authenticity and unrelenting suspense.
The shocking history of the brutal occupation of Germany after the Second World War When the Third Reich collapsed in
1945, Germany was a nation in tatters, in many places literally flattened by bombs. In the ensuing occupation, hundreds
of thousands of women were raped. Hundreds of thousands of Germans and German-speakers died in the course of
brutal deportations from Eastern Europe. By the end of the year, denied access to any foreign aid, Germany was literally
starving to death. An astonishing 2.5 million ordinary Germans were killed in the post-Reich era. A shocking account of a
massive and brutal military occupation, After the Reich draws on an array of contemporary first-person accounts of the
period to offer a bold reframing of the history of World War II and its aftermath.
In a collection of compelling, original portraits, the CEO of Starbucks and a National Book Award Nominee celebrate the
extraordinary heroism on the battlefield and the equally valuable contributions on the home front of this generation's
American veterans. Co-written by the author of Imperial Life in the Emerald City. Simultaneous.
Was World War II really such a “good war”? Popular memory insists that it was, in fact, “the best war ever.” After all, we
knew who the enemy was, and we understood what we were fighting for. The war was good for the economy. It was
liberating for women. A battle of tanks and airplanes, it was a “cleaner” war than World War I. Although we did not seek
the conflict—or so we believed—Americans nevertheless rallied in support of the war effort, and the nation’s soldiers, all
twelve million of them, were proud to fight. But according to historian Michael C. C. Adams, our memory of the war era as
a golden age is distorted. It has left us with a misleading—even dangerous—legacy, one enhanced by the nostalgia-tinged
retrospectives of Stephen E. Ambrose and Tom Brokaw. Disputing many of our common assumptions about the period,
Adams argues in The Best War Ever that our celebratory experience of World War II is marred by darker and more sordid
realities. In the book, originally published in 1994, Adams challenges stereotypes to present a view of World War II that
avoids the simplistic extremes of both glorification and vilification. The Best War Ever charts the complex diplomatic
problems of the 1930s and reveals the realities of ground combat: no moral triumph, it was in truth a brutal slog across a
blasted landscape. Adams also exposes the myth that the home front was fully united behind the war effort,
demonstrating how class, race, gender, and age divisions split Americans. Meanwhile, in Europe and Asia, shell-shocked
soldiers grappled with emotional and physical trauma, rigorously enforced segregation, and rampant venereal disease. In
preparing this must-read new edition, Adams has consulted some seventy additional sources on topics as varied as the
origins of Social Security and a national health system, the Allied strategic bombing campaign, and the relationship of
traumatic brain injuries to the adjustment problems of veterans. The revised book also incorporates substantial
developments that have occurred in our understanding of the course and character of the war, particularly in terms of the
human consequences of fighting. In a new chapter, “The Life Cycle of a Myth,” Adams charts image-making about the
war from its inception to the present. He contrasts it with modern-day rhetoric surrounding the War on Terror, while
analyzing the real-world consequences that result from distorting the past, including the dangerous idea that only through
(perpetual) military conflict can we achieve lasting peace.
Kriste Lindenmeyer shows that the experiences of depression-era children help us understand the course of the 1930s
as well as the history of American childhood. For the first time, she notes, federal policy extended childhood dependence
through the teen years while cultural changes reinforced this ideal of modern childhood. In all, the thirties experience
worked to confer greater identity on American children, and Ms. Lindenmeyer's story provides essential background for
understanding the legacy of those men and women whom Tom Brokaw has called "America's greatest generation."
In Whats My Name, Fool? sports writer Dave Zirin shows how sports express the worst - and at times the most creative,
exciting, and political - features of our society. Zirins sharp and insightful commentary on the personalities, politics, and
history of American sports is unlike any sports writing being done today. Zirin explores how NBA brawls highlight tensions
beyond the arena, how the bold stances taken by sports unions can chart a path for the entire labor movement, and the
unexplored political stirrings of a new generation of athletes who are no longer content to just ''play one game at a time.''
Whats My Name, Fool? draws on original interviews with former heavyweight champ George Foreman, Olympic athlete
John Carlos, NBA player and anti-death penalty activist Etan Thomas, antiwar womens college hoopster Toni Smith,
Olympic Project for Human Rights leader Lee Evans and many others. It also unearths a history of athletes ranging from
Jackie Robinson to Muhammad Ali to Billie Jean King, who charted a new course through their athletic ability and their
outspoken views.
An indispensable tool for high-schoolers, undergraduates, or even amateur enthusiasts, Writing World War II teaches the craft of
history writing—by example. In a series of thoughtful essays, Sylvie Murray examines American involvement in World War II and
how it has subsequently been portrayed by historians. Murray addresses three broad topics—the prelude to war, the war effort on
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the home front, and the atypical experiences of soldiers—in an effort to recapture the mixed emotions of the time and the larger
forces shaping public opinion. Her work challenges the traditional notions of "the greatest generation" and "the good war," and
explores viewpoints that have been largely ignored in popular retellings. The book serves a dual purpose, critiquing the
approaches of various historians while at the same time offering Murray's own writing as a model for constructing a persuasive
essay. But as Murray is rightly critical of one-sided historical arguments, Writing World War II offers another layer of analysis and
instruction throughout. At various points in the book, her fellow historian Robert D. Johnston chimes in to assess Murray's prose,
demystifying her techniques while helping you to become more critical of all sorts of historical writing—including your own.
My War is a blunt, funny, idiosyncratic account of Andy Rooney's World War II. As a young, naïve correspondent for The Stars and
Stripes, Rooney flew bomber missions, arrived in France during the D-Day invasion, crossed the Rhine with the Allied forces,
traveled to Paris for the Liberation, and was one of the first reporters into Buchenwald. Like so many of his generation, Rooney's
life was changed forever by the war. He saw life at the extremes of human experience, and wrote about what he observed, making
it real to millions of men and women. My War is the story of an inexperienced kid learning the craft of journalism. It is by turns
moving, suspenseful, and reflective. And Rooney's unmistakable voice shines through on every page.
Documents the founding of the monument cemetery on the former family plantation of Robert E. Lee, revealing how the site once
intended for the burials of indigent soldiers became a national resting place of honor throughout the subsequent century.
Told in personal and profound accounts from 100 living members of the Greatest Generation, Stories of Elders shows how
technology has changed our country since 1911. Logging nearly 12,000 miles in a journey across America that chronicles 8,352
years of life, Kirin's elders offer unique insight into the most transitional time in American history.
Reflections on America and the American experience as he has lived and observed it by the bestselling author of The Greatest
Generation, whose iconic career in journalism has spanned more than fifty years From his parents’ life in the Thirties, on to his
boyhood along the Missouri River and on the prairies of South Dakota in the Forties, into his early journalism career in the Fifties
and the tumultuous Sixties, up to the present, this personal story is a reflection on America in our time. Tom Brokaw writes about
growing up and coming of age in the heartland, and of the family, the people, the culture and the values that shaped him then and
still do today. His father, Red Brokaw, a genius with machines, followed the instincts of Tom’s mother Jean, and took the risk of
moving his small family from an Army base to Pickstown, South Dakota, where Red got a job as a heavy equipment operator in
the Army Corps of Engineers’ project building the Ft. Randall dam along the Missouri River. Tom Brokaw describes how this move
became the pivotal decision in their lives, as the Brokaw family, along with others after World War II, began to live out the
American Dream: community, relative prosperity, middle class pleasures and good educations for their children. “Along the river
and in the surrounding hills, I had a Tom Sawyer boyhood,” Brokaw writes; and as he describes his own pilgrimage as it
unfolded—from childhood to love, marriage, the early days in broadcast journalism, and beyond—he also reflects on what brought
him and so many Americans of his generation to lead lives a long way from home, yet forever affected by it. Praise for A Long Way
from Home “[A] love letter to the . . . people and places that enriched a ‘Tom Sawyer boyhood.’ Brokaw . . . has a knack for
delivering quirky observations on small-town life. . . . Bottom line: Tom’s terrific.”—People “Breezy and straightforward . . . much
like the assertive TV newsman himself.”—Los Angeles Times “Brokaw writes with disarming honesty.”—The Atlanta JournalConstitution “Brokaw evokes a sense of community, a pride of citizenship, and a confidence in American ideals that will impress
his readers.”—Richmond Times-Dispatch
The war claimed Daphne's young husband's life-- but it couldn't keep Raymond's love from being with her when she needed him
most. Daphne sent her soldier husband a poem. When the poem comes back to her-- blood-stained by Raymond's mortal
wounds-- it restored the grieving young widow's faith in the transcendent power of love.
In The Great Boom, historian Robert Sobel tells the fascinating story of the last 50 years when American entrepreneurs,
visionaries, and ordinary citizens transformed our depression and war-exhausted society into today's economic powerhouse. As
America's G.I.s returned home from World War II, many of the nation's best minds predicted a new depression—yet exactly the
opposite occurred. Jobs were plentiful in retooled factories swamped with orders from pent-up demand. Tens of thousands of
families moved out of cities into affordable suburban homes built by William Levitt and his imitators. They bought cars, televisions,
and air conditioners by the millions. And they took to the nation's roads and new interstate highways—the largest public works
project in world history—where Kemmons Wilson of Holiday Inns, Ray Kroc of McDonalds, and other start-up entrepreneurs soon
catered to a mobile populace with food and lodgings for leisure time vacationers. Americans and their families began to channel
savings into new opportunities. Credit cards democratized purchasing power, while early mutual funds found growing numbers of
investors to fuel the first postwar bull market in the go-go '60s. At the same time the continuing boom enriched the fabric of social
and cultural life. A college education became a must on the highway to upward mobility; high-tech industries arose with
astonishing new ways of conducting business electronically; and an unprecedented 49 million families had become investors when
the 1981-2000 stock market boom reached 10,000 on the Dow. The Great Boom is the first major book to portray the great wave
of homegrown entrepreneurs as post-war heroes in the complete remaking and revitalizing of America. All that, plus the creation of
unprecedented wealth—or themselves, for the nation, for tens of millions of citizens—all in five short drama-filled decades.
The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Family Studies presents a comprehensive, interdisciplinary collection of the key concepts,
trends, and processes relating to the study of families and family patterns throughout the world. Offers more than 550 entries
arranged A-Z Includes contributions from hundreds of family scholars in various academic disciplines from around the world
Covers issues ranging from changing birth rates, fertility, and an aging world population to human trafficking, homelessness,
famine, and genocide Features entries that approach families, households, and kin networks from a macro-level and micro-level
perspective Covers basic demographic concepts and long-term trends across various nations, the impact of globalization on
families, global family problems, and many more Features in-depth examinations of families in numerous nations in several world
regions 4 Volumes www.familystudiesencyclopedia.com
A Unique Approach to Teaching Children Timeless Values The worth of the child cannot be measured in terms of "Per Cent"
alone. The home life of the child is an important part of the whole life. The teacher's judgment will be a much better one if the
home will kindly co-operate. Parents are asked to carefully consider and mark "Home Report" as indicated. -M. E. Pearson,
Superintendent, Kansas City, Kansas, Public Schools, 1914 With the discovery of their Uncle Dan's school report card from 1914,
in which a "Home Report" section of the card was to be completed by parents, Barbara and Robert Unell were inspired to explore
the behaviors and values upon which students were "graded" in addition to the standard academic subjects. They realized that
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these surprising entries, ranging from acts of kindness and truthfulness to personal habits and reading for pleasure, were as
timeless and relevant today as they were almost a century ago. Uncle Dan's Report Card gives every parent and caregiver not
only a reminder of the worth of these values and behaviors but also a practical means to encourage children to recognize and
practice good habits. This book provides the positive, proven tools they can use with toddlers to teens to help them be successful
and happy in their everyday lives, personally and academically.
The instant classic that changed the way we saw World War II and an entire generation of Americans, from the beloved journalist
whose own iconic career has lasted more than fifty years. In this magnificent testament to a nation and her people, Tom Brokaw
brings to life the extraordinary stories of a generation that gave new meaning to courage, sacrifice, and honor. From military
heroes to community leaders to ordinary citizens, he profiles men and women who served their country with valor, then came
home and transformed it: Senator Daniel Inouye, decorated at the front, fighting prejudice at home; Martha Settle Putney, one of
the first black women to serve in the newly formed WACs; Charles Van Gorder, a doctor who set up a MASH-like medical facility in
the middle of battle, then opened a small clinic in his hometown; Navy pilot and future president George H. W. Bush, assigned to
read the mail of the enlisted men under him, who says that in doing so he “learned about life”; and many other laudable
Americans. To this generation that gave so much and asked so little, Brokaw offers eloquent tribute in true stories of everyday
heroes in extraordinary times. Praise for The Greatest Generation “Moving . . . a tribute to the members of the World War II
generation to whom we Americans and the world owe so much.”—The New York Times Book Review “Full of wonderful, wrenching
tales of a generation of heroes. Tom Brokaw reminds us what we are capable of as a people. An inspiring read for those who wish
their spirits lifted.”—Colin L. Powell “Offers welcome inspiration . . . It is impossible to read even a few of these accounts and not
be touched by the book’s overarching message: We who followed this generation have lived in the midst of greatness.”—The
Washington Times “Entirely compelling.”—The Wall Street Journal
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • WITH A NEW PREFACE BY THE AUTHOR • A powerful memoir of a dramatic year spent
battling cancer and reflecting on a long, happy, and lucky life—from the bestselling author of The Greatest Generation, whose
iconic career in journalism has spanned more than fifty years Tom Brokaw has led a fortunate life, with a strong marriage and
family, many friends, and a brilliant journalism career culminating in his twenty-two years as anchor of the NBC Nightly News and
as bestselling author. But in the summer of 2013, when back pain led him to the doctors at the Mayo Clinic, his run of good luck
was interrupted. He received shocking news: He had multiple myeloma, a treatable but incurable blood cancer. Friends had
always referred to Brokaw’s “lucky star,” but as he writes in this inspiring memoir, “Turns out that star has a dimmer switch.”
Brokaw takes us through all the seasons and stages of this surprising year, the emotions, discoveries, setbacks, and
struggles—times of denial, acceptance, turning points, and courage. After his diagnosis, Brokaw began to keep a journal,
approaching this new stage of his life in a familiar role: as a journalist, determined to learn as much as he could about his
condition, to report the story, and help others facing similar battles. That journal became the basis of this wonderfully written
memoir, the story of a man coming to terms with his own mortality, contemplating what means the most to him now, and reflecting
on what has meant the most to him throughout his life. Brokaw also pauses to look back on some of the important moments in his
career: memories of Nelson Mandela, the Dalai Lama, the fall of the Berlin Wall, the morning of September 11, 2001, in New York
City, and more. Through it all, Brokaw writes in the warm, intimate, natural voice of one of America’s most beloved journalists,
giving us Brokaw on Brokaw, and bringing us with him as he navigates pain, procedures, drug regimens, and physical
rehabilitation. Brokaw also writes about the importance of patients taking an active role in their own treatment, and of the vital role
of caretakers and coordinated care. Generous, informative, and deeply human, A Lucky Life Interrupted offers a message of
understanding and empowerment, resolve and reality, hope for the future and gratitude for a well-lived life. Praise for A Lucky Life
Interrupted “It’s impossible not to be inspired by Brokaw’s story, and his willingness to share it.”—Los Angeles Times “A powerful
memoir of battling cancer and facing mortality . . . Through the prism of his own illness, Brokaw looks at the larger picture of aging
in America.”—Booklist (starred review) “Moving, informative and deeply personal.”—The Daily Beast “The former NBC News
anchor has applied the fact-finding skills and straightforward candor that were his stock in trade during his reporting days to A
Lucky Life Interrupted.”—USA Today “Brokaw doesn’t paste a smiley face on his story. Again and again, the book returns to
stories of loss but also of grace, luck and the beauty of having another swing at bat.”—The Washington Post “Engaging . . . [with]
the kind of insight that is typical of Mr. Brokaw’s approach to life and now to illness.”—The Wall Street Journal “Powerful and
courageous . . . [Brokaw] looks ahead to the future with hope.”—Bookreporter
In Boom!, Tom Brokaw, one of America’s premier journalists and the acclaimed author of The Greatest Generation, gives us an
epic portrait of another defining era in America: the tumultuous Sixties. The voices and stories of both famous people and ordinary
citizens come together in this “virtual reunion” as Brokaw takes us on a memorable journey through a remarkable time, exploring
how individuals and the national mood were affected by a controversial era and showing how the aftershocks of the Sixties
continue to resound in our lives today. In the reflections of a generation, Brokaw also discovers lessons that might guide us in the
years ahead. Race, politics, war, feminism, popular culture, and music are all delved into here. Brokaw explores how members of
this generation have gone on to bring activism and a Sixties mindset into individual entrepreneurship , as we hear stories of how
this formative decade has shaped our perspectives on business, the environment, politics, family, and our national existence.
Remarkable in its insights, wonderfully written and reported, this revealing book lets us join in these frank conversations about
America then, now, and tomorrow. Praise for Boom! “Tom Brokaw does an excellent job of capturing an exciting, controversial
period in American history and Boom! is a worthy addition to his growing canon.”–New York Post “[Tom Brokaw] approaches this
magnum opus with warmth, curiosity and conviction, the same attributes that worked so well for his Greatest Generation.” –The
New York Times “[A] verbal scrapbook of the Sixties . . . [Boom! shows] that the era’s core issues–racism, women’s rights, a
nation-dividing war–remain central today, and that the values boomers championed haven’t yet gone bust.” –People (four stars)
“Packed with memorable people, places, events . . . A ‘virtual reunion’ of 1960s folks telling what they did back then, where
they’ve been since and how they assess that tumultuous decade.” –Chicago Tribune “Genuinely fascinating recollections . . .
plenty of memorable anecdotes.” –The Wall Street Journal
A giant in American journalism in the vanguard of "The Greatest Generation" reveals his World War II experiences in this National
Geographic book. Walter Cronkite, an obscure 23-year-old United Press wire service reporter, married Betsy Maxwell on March
30, 1940, following a four-year courtship. She proved to be the love of his life, and their marriage lasted happily until her death in
2005. But before Walter and Betsy Cronkite celebrated their second anniversary, he became a credentialed war correspondent,
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preparing to leave her behind to go overseas. The couple spent months apart in the summer and fall of 1942, as Cronkite sailed
on convoys to England and North Africa across the submarine-infested waters of the North Atlantic. After a brief December leave
in New York City spent with his young wife, Cronkite left again on assignment for England. This time, the two would not be
reunited until the end of the war in Europe. Cronkite would console himself during their absence by writing her long, detailed letters
-- sometimes five in a week -- describing his experiences as a war correspondent, his observations of life in wartime Europe, and
his longing for her. Betsy Cronkite carefully saved the letters, copying many to circulate among family and friends. More than a
hundred of Cronkite's letters from 1943-45 (plus a few earlier letters) survive. They reveal surprising and little known facts about
this storied public figure in the vanguard of "The Greatest Generation" and a giant in American journalism, and about his World
War II experiences. They chronicle both a great love story and a great war story, as told by the reporter who would go on to
become anchorman for the CBS Evening News, with a reputation as "the most trusted man in America." Illustrated with
heartwarming photos of Walter and Betsy Cronkite during the war from the family collection, the book is edited by Cronkite's
grandson, CBS associate producer Walter Cronkite IV, and esteemed historian Maurice Isserman, the Publius Virgilius Rogers
Professor of History at Hamilton College. Now this historical portrait is new in paperback.
Myth and the Greatest Generation calls into question the glowing paradigm of the World War II generation set up by such books as
The Greatest Generation by Tom Brokaw. Including analysis of news reports, memoirs, novels, films and other cultural artefacts
Ken Rose shows the war was much more disruptive to the lives of Americans in the military and on the home front during World
War II than is generally acknowledged. Issues of racial, labor unrest, juvenile delinquency, and marital infidelity were rampant, and
the black market flourished. This book delves into both personal and national issues, calling into questions the dominant view of
World War II as ‘The Good War’.
Varsity is a fictional story based on true accounts of America's youngest warriors during WW II. Today it is estimated that over
100,000 adolescents, 12 to 16, willingly forfeited the sweetness of their youth to combat the ruthless ambitions of Axis powers. The
story's two main characters drop out of high school in 1941/42 during their sophomore year to enlist the Army and Marines.Leaving
behind the end zones of Peninsula High. Entering the kill zones of Europe and the Pacific, the two best friends realize they are on
a horrific express train with no stops. It is also when they face not only the terror of mortal combat but severe penalties should true
ages be discovered. To meet these challenges, they adopt the core of a warrior's ethic: learning to soldier on. At war's end, the
two best friends return to Point Loma, California and---still teenagers---re-enter high school to earn diplomas and take advantage
of the GI Bill. Their travails are not over as new conflicts emerge from jealous seniors, a hostile PTA, and insensitive teachers. To
avoid the banalities of senior year hi-jinx, the two GIs become co-captains of a perennially losing varsity squad and transform it
into a championship contender. Varsity is more than just another war story of blood and valor as it explores: love beyond romance,
touches upon shell shock---the precursor of PTSD---and asks if there are any core military values that have application in
peacetime. It is a story that required a decade to meticulously research for historical fidelity and its fictional characters are
amalgams of genuine underage veterans of the most lethal episode in human history. To gain perspective, the author interviewed
nearly a hundred Veterans of Underage Military Service known as VUMS. For most VUMs, they held their secret until 1991 when
amnesty was awarded by the US Department of Defense. As Tom Brokaw once said "...it is time their story is told."
The Greatest Generation gets credit for winning World War II and braving the Depression. But the Baby Boomers? All they get
credit for is knowing how to order a tall skim double latte. What really is the true legacy of the Boomers? Summoning the amazing
sea changes they've made in American culture, this controversial book recasts the much-maligned Boomers as a Greater
Generation with a lasting legacy of tolerance and equality for all. Farewell, Donna Reed: "For women, the Baby Boom era has
been one of breathtaking change—in a single generation American women have effected one of the greatest social
metamorphoses in recorded history. What women are able to do today would have been unimaginable four or five decades ago, at
best the stuff of utopian fantasy or science fiction." Not Only Women: "The egalitarian norms of the Baby Boom have deeply
changed men and will continue to do so for generations to come." Diversity as a Moral Value: For too long, America denied blacks,
gays, and other minorities their dignity and rights, but in the Boomer era we have enlarged the melting pot to include those once
scorned and excluded. Boomers have led a culture war "to upend the rigid social structure of the Fifties and challenge centuries of
entrenched norms and attitudes about race, ethnicity, religion, and sexuality." The Greening of America: Under Boomers,
environmental protection has become a powerful new norm in American society. No longer do we tolerate toxic run-offs and
progress at any cost. A Freer, More Open Society: Personal freedom, tolerance, openness, transparency, and equality—these are
the values of the Baby Boom era, and we live them daily at home, work, school, and in our many relationships. The old ways—the
prejudice, narrowmindedness, restrictive sex roles, smoke-filled rooms, double standards, rigid hierarchies—are going, going, gone
thanks to Baby Boomers. The media have it wrong: You don't need to fight a war to be a great generation. America today is far
more open, inclusive, and equal than at any time in our history, and Boomers are the foot soldiers who made it happen. The
Greater Generation tells their remarkable story. "The Greater Generation is a timely, passionate defense of the Baby Boom
generation. . . . Leonard Steinhorn reminds us of the essential liberal spirit that defined the Boomers and how they changed our
country for the better. In doing so, he illuminates the critical issues that continue to challenge them and their children." —Joe
Conason, bestselling author of Big Lies and The Hunting of the President "The Baby Boom generation changed the heart and soul
of America. Leonard Steinhorn's The Greater Generation shows us how much better off we all are as a result." —Richard Florida,
author of The Rise of the Creative Class "Steinhorn has written a smart and inspirational book that will be a boost to all Boomers,
and will show their children why Mom and Dad know best." —Iris Krasnow, author of Surrendering to Marriage "In contrast to their
parents' idealized standing as the ‘greatest generation,' Boomers have been gamely diminished as the ‘worst generation.' And
this book shouts ENOUGH!" —Brent Green, author of Marketing to Leading-Edge Baby Boomers

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A heartwarming gift for the holidays—a powerful selection of the letters Tom Brokaw
received in response to his towering #1 bestseller The Greatest Generation. “When I wrote about the men and women
who came out of the Depression, who won great victories and made lasting sacrifices in World War II and then returned
home to begin building the world we have today—the people I called the Greatest Generation—it was my way of saying
thank you. But I was not prepared for the avalanche of letters and responses touched off by that book. I had written a
book about America, and now America was writing back.”—Tom Brokaw In the phenomenal bestseller The Greatest
Generation, Tom Brokaw paid affecting tribute to those who gave the world so much—and who left an enduring legacy of
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courage and conviction. The Greatest Generation Speaks collects the vast outpouring of letters Brokaw received from
men and women eager to share their intensely personal stories of a momentous time in America’s history. Some letters
tell of the front during the war, others recall loved ones in harm’s way in distant places. They offer first-hand accounts of
battles, poignant reflections on loneliness, exuberant expressions of love, and somber feelings of loss. As Brokaw notes,
“If we are to heed the past to prepare for the future, we should listen to these quiet voices of a generation that speaks to
us of duty and honor, sacrifice and accomplishment. I hope more of their stories will be preserved and cherished as
reminders of all that we owe them and all that we can learn from them.”
Previous books have promised to describe the combat experience of the World War II GI, but there has never been a
book like Patrick O'Donnell's Beyond Valor. Here is the first combat history of the war in Europe in the words of the men
themselves, and perhaps the most honest and brutal account of combat possible on the printed page. For more than fifty
years the individual stories that make up this narrative -- shockingly frank reflections of sacrifice and courage -- have
been bottled up, buried, or circulated privately. Now, nearing the ends of their lives, our WWII soldiers have at last
unburdened themselves. Beyond Valor recaptures their hidden history. A pioneering oral historian, Patrick O'Donnell
used his award-winning website, The Drop Zone, to solicit oral- and "e-histories" from individual soldiers. Gradually,
working from within the community, O'Donnell convinced some of the war's most battle-hardened soldiers to tell their
stories. The result is WWII seen through the eyes of the men who saw the most intense of its action. O'Donnell focuses
on the elite units of the war -- the Rangers, Airborne, and 1st Special Service Force -- troops that spearheaded the most
dangerous operations and often made the difference between victory and defeat. From more than 650 interviews
O'Donnell has chosen oral- and e-histories that form a seamless story line, a pointillistic history of the war in Europe from
the first parachute drops in North Africa through the final battles in Germany and the long trip home. It is the story of the
war not discussed in polite company. O'Donnell presents the wreckage of entire battalions nearly annihilated, invisible
personal scars, and haunting revelations of wartime atrocities. But more important are the men who recount lives risked
without hesitation for comrades and cause, and those who did not return: the friends who died in their arms. Their stories
remind all of us that victory came only at the highest price. Remembering the infamous cliffs at Pointe-du-Hoc, bloody
Omaha Beach, the bitter fighting at the Battle of the Bulge, and Hill 400 in the Hürtgen Forest, the soldiers reveal war as
seen, heard, and smelled by the GIs on the front line. Also included is the unique story of the 555th Parachute Infantry
Battalion, and the trailblazing African-American "Experimental" Test Platoon that had to fight its own battle behind the
lines. Beyond Valor captures the truths that exist among soldiers. It is one of the most inspiring accounts of the war ever
produced.
The attack on Pearl Harbor changed the lives of the people in Bennington in dramatic ways. Almost overnight, men and
women--many of them still too young to vote--went from playing basketball, hunting deer, nursing patients at Putnam
Hospital and fishing in the Battenkill to parachuting from burning planes, digging foxholes in Italy, tending to t...
“I cannot go anywhere in America without people wanting to share their wartime experiences....The stories and the
lessons have emerged from long-forgotten letters home, from reunions of old buddies and outfits, from unpublished
diaries and home-published memoirs....As the stories in this album of memories remind us, it truly was an American
experience, from the centers of power to the most humble corners of the land.” —Tom Brokaw In this beautiful American
family album of stories from the Greatest Generation, the history of life as it was lived during the Depression and World
War II comes alive and is preserved in people’s own words. Photographs and time lines also commemorate important
dates and events. An Army Air Corps veteran who enlisted in 1941 at age seventeen writes to describe the Bataan Death
March. A black nurse tells of her encounter with wartime segregation. Other members of the Greatest Generation
describe their war—in such historic episodes as Guadalcanal, the D-Day invasion, the Battle of the Bulge, and Midway—as
well as their lives on the home front. Starting with the Depression and Pearl Harbor, moving on through the war years in
Europe, in the Pacific, and at home, this unique book preserves a people’s rich historical heritage and the legacy of a
nation’s heroism in war and its courage in peace—in the shaping of their lives and of the world we have today.
Presents the story of how an American pilot participated in the Berlin Airlift and decided to drop candy for the German
children caught behind the post-World-War II Soviet blockade, an effort intended to heal the wounds of war.
Hailed by national leaders as politically diverse as former Vice President Al Gore and former House Speaker Newt
Gingrich, Generations has been heralded by reviewers as a brilliant, if somewhat unsettling, reassessment of where
America is heading. William Strauss and Neil Howe posit the history of America as a succession of generational
biographies, beginning in 1584 and encompassing every-one through the children of today. Their bold theory is that each
generation belongs to one of four types, and that these types repeat sequentially in a fixed pattern. The vision of
Generations allows us to plot a recurring cycle in American history -- a cycle of spiritual awakenings and secular crises -from the founding colonists through the present day and well into this millenium. Generations is at once a refreshing
historical narrative and a thrilling intuitive leap that reorders not only our history books but also our expectations for the
twenty-first century.
Who we are, where we’ve been, and where we need to go now, to recapture the American dream Now with a new
Foreword by the author “The best presentation of the challenges facing the country—and the possible solutions—I've ever
seen.”—P. J. O’Rourke Tom Brokaw, known and beloved for his landmark work in American journalism and for the New
York Times bestsellers The Greatest Generation and Boom!, now turns his attention to the challenges that face America
in the new millennium, to offer reflections on how we can restore America’s greatness. Rooted in the values, lessons,
and verities of generations past and of his South Dakota upbringing, Brokaw weaves together inspiring stories of
Americans who are making a difference and personal stories from his own family history, to engage us in a conversation
about our country and to share ideas for how we can revitalize the promise of the American Dream. Inviting us to foster a
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rebirth of family, community, and civic engagement as profound as the one that helped win World War II, built our
postwar prosperity, and ushered in the Civil Rights era, Brokaw traces the exciting, unnerving changes in modern life—in
values, education, public service, housing, the Internet, and more—that have transformed our society in the decades since
the age of thrift in which he was raised. In offering ideas from Americans who are change agents in their communities,
Brokaw gives us a nourishing vision of hopefulness in an age of diminished expectations. NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER “Inspiring tales of how people from different walks of life have found ways to be of service to their
communities and country.”—Walter Isaacson
Ours To Fight For relies on oral testimony and allows readers to understand the story of the twentieth centurys greatest
conflict in gripping, first-person detail. Soldiers like Bernard Branson wanted those sons of bitches to know that a Jew
was bombing them; others, like Jack Scharf, just couldnt face it when they were confronted with the atrocities of the
Holocaust. Marine reservist Evelyn Schecter Perlman put aside her career as a legal secretary and warned her older
sisters, If youre waiting for me to get married, dont do it. The twelve stories presented here are told in the veterans own
words, capturing the immediacy and spontaneity of oral testimony. The volume also contains new essays on the Jewish
experience in World War II by scholars Jay M. Eidelman, Bonnie Gurewitsch, and William L. ONeill.
They Were Soldiers showcases the inspiring true stories of 49 Vietnam veterans who returned home from the "lost war" to enrich America's
present and future. In this groundbreaking new book, Joseph L. Galloway, distinguished war correspondent and New York Times bestselling
author of We Were Soldiers Once . . . and Young, and Marvin J. Wolf, Vietnam veteran and award-winning author, reveal the private lives of
those who returned from Vietnam to make astonishing contributions in science, medicine, business, and other arenas, and change America
for the better. For decades, the soldiers who served in Vietnam were shunned by the American public and ignored by their government. Many
were vilified or had their struggles to reintegrate into society magnified by distorted depictions of veterans as dangerous or demented. Even
today, Vietnam veterans have not received their due. Until now. These profiles are touching and courageous, and often startling. They include
veterans both known and unknown, including: Frederick Wallace (“Fred”) Smith, CEO and founder of FedEx Marshall Carter, chairman of the
New York Stock Exchange Justice Eileen Moore, appellate judge who also serves as a mentor in California's Combat Veterans Court Richard
Armitage, former deputy secretary of state under Colin Powell Guion “Guy” Bluford Jr., first African American in space Engrossing, moving,
and eye-opening, They Were Soldiers is a magnificent tribute that gives long overdue honor and recognition to the soldiers of this "forgotten
generation."
Revisits Franklin D. Roosevelt's "four freedoms for all Americans," the most significant legacy of America's most progressive generation, and
stresses the importance of honoring these freedoms today.
During the 1980s and 1990s, aging Baby Boomer parents constructed a particular type of memory as they attempted to laud their own
parents’ wartime accomplishments with the label "The Greatest Generation." This book is the first to tell the entire story of this particular type
of U.S. World War II memory begun by U.S. President Ronald Reagan in 1984, and promoted the same year by newscaster Tom Brokaw.
The story continues in 1994, when it was given academic credence by historian Stephen E. Ambrose, a sensory realism and ideal American
character by director Steven Spielberg and actor Tom Hanks, sloganized by Tom Brokaw in 1998, and later interpreted in light of 9/11 and
new wars.
A collection of personal letters from overseas that reveal in day-to-day detail what it was like to serve in World War II. Recounting victory and
defeat, love and loss, this is a remarkable and frank collection of World War II letters penned by American men and women serving overseas.
Here, the hopes and dreams of the greatest generation fill each page, and their voices ring loud and clear. “It’s all part of the game but it’s
bloody and rough,” writes one soldier to his wife. “Wearing two stripes now and as proud as an old cat with five kittens,” remarks another.
Yet, as many countries rejoiced on V-E Day, this book reveals that soldiers were “too tired and sad to celebrate.” Filled with the everyday
thoughts of these fighters, the letters are by turns heartbreaking and amusing, revealing and frightening. While visiting a German
concentration camp, one man wrote, “I don’t like Army life but I’m glad we are here to stop these atrocities.” Meanwhile, in another letter a
soldier quips, “I know lice don’t crawl so I figured they were fleas.” A fitting tribute to all veterans, this book brings the experience of war—its
dramatic horrors, its dreary hardships, its desperate hope for a better future—to vivid life. “An intimate portrait of the mundane and
remarkable, of heroism and terror, of friendship and loss . . . Timely, compelling, and important reading.”—Matthew L. Basso, author of Men at
Work
The never-before-told story of one of the most decorated units in the war in Afghanistan and its fifteen-month ordeal that culminated in the
2008 Battle of Wanat, the war's deadliest A single company of US paratroopers--calling themselves the "Chosen Few"--arrived in eastern
Afghanistan in late 2007 hoping to win the hearts and minds of the remote mountain people and extend the Afghan government's reach into
this wilderness. Instead, they spent the next fifteen months in a desperate struggle, living under almost continuous attack, forced into a slow
and grinding withdrawal, and always outnumbered by Taliban fighters descending on them from all sides. Month after month, rocket-propelled
grenades, rockets, and machine-gun fire poured down on the isolated and exposed paratroopers as America's focus and military resources
shifted to Iraq. Just weeks before the paratroopers were to go home, they faced their last--and toughest--fight. Near the village of Wanat in
Nuristan province, an estimated three hundred enemy fighters surrounded about fifty of the Chosen Few and others defending a partially
finished combat base. Nine died and more than two dozen were wounded that day in July 2008, making it arguably the bloodiest battle of the
war in Afghanistan. The Chosen Few would return home tempered by war. Two among them would receive the Medal of Honor. All of them
would be forever changed.
Intimate portraits of three families whose lives were adversely affected by World War II challenges popular misconceptions that the war's
soldiers returned healthy and convinced that their service was in the world's best interest, in a revisionist account that reveals how veterans
struggled with such debilitating challenges as PTSD, substance abuse, unemployment, and homelessness.
“A book every modern journalist—and citizen—should read.”—Tom Brokaw, Author of The Greatest Generation In February 1943, a group of
journalists—including a young wire service correspondent named Walter Cronkite and cub reporter Andy Rooney—clamored to fly along on a
bombing raid over Nazi Germany. Seven of the sixty-four bombers that attacked a U-boat base that day never made it back to England. A
fellow survivor, Homer Bigart of the New York Herald Tribune, asked Cronkite if he’d thought through a lede. “I think I’m going to say,”
mused Cronkite, “that I’ve just returned from an assignment to hell.” Assignment to Hell tells the powerful and poignant story of the war
against Hitler through the eyes of five intrepid reporters. Cronkite crashed into Holland on a glider with U.S. paratroopers. Rooney dodged
mortar shells as he raced across the Rhine at Remagen. Behind enemy lines in Sicily, Bigart jumped into an amphibious commando raid that
nearly ended in disaster. The New Yorker’s A. J. Liebling ducked sniper fire as Allied troops liberated his beloved Paris. The Associated
Press’s Hal Boyle barely escaped SS storm troopers as he uncovered the massacre of U.S. soldiers during the Battle of the Bulge. This book
serves as a stirring tribute to five of World War II’s greatest correspondents and to the brave men and women who fought on the front lines
against fascism—their generation’s “assignment to hell.”
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