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These essays on strategy, war, and statecraft have been written during the current reassessment of United States' national strategy. But they
also take strategic thinking back to certain principals and interests which have guided America before, during, and after the Cold War. Copublished with The Institute for Public Policy.
From the acclaimed historian and bestselling author: a page-turning account of the epic struggle over slavery as embodied by John Brown
and Abraham Lincoln--two men moved to radically different acts to confront our nation's gravest sin. John Brown was a charismatic and
deeply religious man who heard the God of the Old Testament speaking to him, telling him to destroy slavery by any means. When Congress
opened Kansas territory to slavery in 1854, Brown raised a band of followers to wage war. His men tore pro-slavery settlers from their homes
and hacked them to death with broadswords. Three years later, Brown and his men assaulted the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia,
hoping to arm slaves with weapons for a race war that would cleanse the nation of slavery. Brown's violence pointed ambitious Illinois lawyer
and former officeholder Abraham Lincoln toward a different solution to slavery: politics. Lincoln spoke cautiously and dreamed big, plotting his
path back to Washington and perhaps to the White House. Yet his caution could not protect him from the vortex of violence Brown had set in
motion. After Brown's arrest, his righteous dignity on the way to the gallows led many in the North to see him as a martyr to liberty.
Southerners responded with anger and horror to a terrorist being made into a saint. Lincoln shrewdly threaded the needle between the
opposing voices of the fractured nation and won election as president. But the time for moderation had passed, and Lincoln's fervent belief
that democracy could resolve its moral crises peacefully faced its ultimate test. The Zealot and the Emancipator is the thrilling account of how
two American giants shaped the war for freedom.
The Shattering of the UnionAmerica in the 1850sRowman & Littlefield
It is the best known book about American slavery, and was so incendiary upon its first publication in 1852 that it actually ignited the social
flames that led to Civil War less than a decade later. What began as a series of sketches for the Cincinnati abolitionist newspaper The
National Era scandalized the North, was banned in the South, and ultimately became the bestselling novel of the 19th century. Today,
controversy over this melodramatic tale of the dignified slave Tom, the brutal plantation owner Simon Legree, and Stowe's other vividly drawn
characters continues, as modern scholars debate the work's newly appreciated feminist undertones and others decry it as the source of
enduring stereotypes about African Americans. As one of the most influential books in U.S. history, it deserves to be read by all students of
literature and of the American story. American abolitionist and author HARRIET BEECHER STOWE (1811-1896) was born in Connecticut,
daughter of a Congregationalist minister and sister to abolitionist theologian Henry Ward Beecher. She wrote more than two dozen books,
both fiction and nonfiction.
In 2020, as we set our sights on another election, this book takes a look at all of the presidents of the United States—ranked from best to
worst (the results may surprise you)—and their legacies, achievements and what we learned from their leadership. The book spans from 1789
when George Washington (spoiler alert: he's in the "Best Presidents" category) took the first-ever oath of office. Forty-four different men have
sworn to “faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States” and what makes a great leader has been vision, conviction, and
setting the nation on the right course. The Revolutionary War showed us we needed commanders who were going to fight for our freedom.
The Civil War showed we needed leaders who were going to unite this nation. We looked to the President during hard times like the Great
Depression, who were going to pick us up, dust us off and, with a steady hand, guide us to more promising times, which Franklin Delano
Roosevelt did over his unprecedented four terms. Over the next many, many decades, and many wars and battles later, the President of the
United States has shown they are the most powerful person on this planet. But they are also vulnerable. They’ve been targets of
assassination attempts, and some, sadly, have been successful. Their transgressions have lead to scandals and impeachments. Presidents
have been accused of abusing power and the advent of social media has ushered in a new form of communicating to constituents and young
voters. In an election year when interest in Presidents is strong, join Centennial Books as we look to the nation's shared history to see what
we can learn for today and the future.
In 2007 English Heritage commissioned initial research into links with transatlantic slavery or its abolition amongst families who owned
properties now in its care. This was part of the commitment by English Heritage to commemorate the bicentenary of the abolition of the British
transatlantic slave trade with work that would make a real difference to our understanding of the historic environment in the longer term. The
research findings and those of other scholars and heritage practitioners were presented at the 'Slavery and the British Country House'
conference which brought together academics, heritage professionals, country house owners and community researchers from across Britain
to explore how country houses might be reconsidered in the light of their slavery linkages and how such links have been and might be
presented to visitors. Since then the conference papers have been updated and reworked into a cutting edge volume which represents the
most current and comprehensive consideration of slavery and the British country house as yet undertaken.
When the Supreme Court's effectively decided the presidential election of 2000, it decision illustrated a classic question in American politics:
what is the appropriate role for the Supreme Court? The dilemma is between judicial activism, the Court's willingness to make significant
changes in public policy, and judicial restraint, the Court's willingness to confine the use and extent of its power. While the Framers of the
Constitution felt that the judiciary would be the "least dangerous branch" of government, many have come to the conclusion that courts
govern America, a notion at odds with democratic government.Richard Pacelle traces the historical ebb and flow of the Court's role in the
critical issues of American politics: slavery, free speech, religion, abortion, and affirmative action. Pacelle examines the arguments for judicial
restraint, including that unelected judges making policy runs against democratic principles, and the arguments for judicial activism, including
the important role the court has played as a protector of minority rights. Pacelle suggests that there needs to be a balance between judicial
activism and restraint in light of the constraints on the institution and its power. Stimulating and sure to generate discussion, The Supreme
Court in American Politics is a concise supplemental text for American Government and Judicial Politics course.

Pulitzer Prize Finalist Winner of the Frederick Douglass Prize Winner of the Merle Curti Prize “Perhaps the highest praise one can
offer McCurry’s work is to say that once we look through her eyes, it will become almost impossible to believe that we ever saw or
thought otherwise.”—Drew Gilpin Faust, The New Republic The story of the Confederate States of America, the proslavery,
antidemocratic nation created by white Southern slaveholders to protect their property, has been told many times in heroic and
martial narratives. Now, however, Stephanie McCurry tells a very different tale of the Confederate experience. When the
grandiosity of Southerners’ national ambitions met the harsh realities of wartime crises, unintended consequences ensued.
Although Southern statesmen and generals had built the most powerful slave regime in the Western world, they had excluded the
majority of their own people—white women and slaves—and thereby sowed the seeds of their demise. Wartime scarcity of food,
labor, and soldiers tested the Confederate vision at every point and created domestic crises to match those found on the
battlefields. Women and slaves became critical political actors as they contested government enlistment and tax and welfare
policies, and struggled for their freedom. The attempt to repress a majority of its own population backfired on the Confederate
States of America as the disenfranchised demanded to be counted and considered in the great struggle over slavery,
emancipation, democracy, and nationhood. That Confederate struggle played out in a highly charged international arena. The
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political project of the Confederacy was tried by its own people and failed. The government was forced to become accountable to
women and slaves, provoking an astounding transformation of the slaveholders’ state. Confederate Reckoning is the startling
story of this epic political battle in which women and slaves helped to decide the fate of the Confederacy and the outcome of the
Civil War.
From the signing of the Constitution to the eve of the Civil War there persisted the belief that slaveholding southerners held the
reins of the American national government and used their power to ensure the extension of slavery. Later termed the Slave Power
theory, this idea was no mere figment of a lunatic fringe’s imagination. It was, as Leonard L. Richards shows in this innovative
reexamination of the Slave Power, endorsed at midcentury by such eminent and circumspect men as Abraham Lincoln, William
Henry Seward, Charles Sumner, the editors and owners of the New York Times and the Atlantic Monthly, and the president of
Harvard College. With The Slave Power, Richards reopens a discussion effectively closed by historians since the 1920s—when the
Slave Power theory was dismissed first as a distortion of reality and later as a manifestation of the “paranoid style” in the early
Republic—and attempts to understand why such reputable leaders accepted this thesis wholeheartedly as truth and why hundreds
of thousands of voters responded to their call to arms. Through incisive biographical cameos and narrative vignettes, Richards
explains the evolution of the Slave Power argument over time, tracing the oft-repeated scenario of northern outcry against the
perceived slaveocracy, followed by still another “victory” for the South: the three-fifths rule in congressional representation;
admission of Missouri as a slave state in 1820; the Indian removal of 1830; annexation of Texas in 1845; the Wilmot Proviso of
1847; the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850; and more. Richards probes inter- and intraparty strategies of the Democrats, Free-Soilers,
Whigs, and Republicans and revisits national debates over sectional conflicts to elucidate just how the southern Democratic
slaveholders—with the help of some northerners—assumed, protected, and eventually lost a dominance that extended from the
White House to the Speaker’s chair to the Supreme Court. The Slave Power reveals in a direct and compelling way the
importance of slavery in the structure of national politics from the earliest moments of the federal Union through the emergence of
the Republican Party. Extraordinary in its research and interpretation, it will challenge and edify all readers of American history.
As an increasingly polarized America fights over the legacy of racism, Susan Neiman, author of the contemporary philosophical
classic Evil in Modern Thought, asks what we can learn from the Germans about confronting the evils of the past In the wake of
white nationalist attacks, the ongoing debate over reparations, and the controversy surrounding Confederate monuments and the
contested memories they evoke, Susan Neiman’s Learning from the Germans delivers an urgently needed perspective on how a
country can come to terms with its historical wrongdoings. Neiman is a white woman who came of age in the civil rights–era South
and a Jewish woman who has spent much of her adult life in Berlin. Working from this unique perspective, she combines
philosophical reflection, personal stories, and interviews with both Americans and Germans who are grappling with the evils of
their own national histories. Through discussions with Germans, including Jan Philipp Reemtsma, who created the breakthrough
Crimes of the Wehrmacht exhibit, and Friedrich Schorlemmer, the East German dissident preacher, Neiman tells the story of the
long and difficult path Germans faced in their effort to atone for the crimes of the Holocaust. In the United States, she interviews
James Meredith about his battle for equality in Mississippi and Bryan Stevenson about his monument to the victims of lynching, as
well as lesser-known social justice activists in the South, to provide a compelling picture of the work contemporary Americans are
doing to confront our violent history. In clear and gripping prose, Neiman urges us to consider the nuanced forms that evil can
assume, so that we can recognize and avoid them in the future.
A major new interpretation recasts U.S. history between revolution and civil war, exposing a dramatic reversal in sympathy toward
Latin American revolutions. In the early nineteenth century, the United States turned its idealistic gaze southward, imagining a
legacy of revolution and republicanism it hoped would dominate the American hemisphere. From pulsing port cities to Midwestern
farms and southern plantations, an adolescent nation hailed Latin America’s independence movements as glorious tropical
reprises of 1776. Even as Latin Americans were gradually ending slavery, U.S. observers remained energized by the belief that
their founding ideals were triumphing over European tyranny among their “sister republics.” But as slavery became a violently
divisive issue at home, goodwill toward antislavery revolutionaries waned. By the nation’s fiftieth anniversary, republican efforts
abroad had become a scaffold upon which many in the United States erected an ideology of white U.S. exceptionalism that would
haunt the geopolitical landscape for generations. Marshaling groundbreaking research in four languages, Caitlin Fitz defines this
hugely significant, previously unacknowledged turning point in U.S. history.
This book condemns slavery, by appealed to whites' rational self-interest, rather than any altruism towards blacks. Helper claimed
that slavery hurt the Southern economy by preventing economic development and industrialization, and that it was the main
reason why the South had progressed so much less than the North since the late 18th century.
Revisiting the origins of the British antislavery movement of the late eighteenth century, Christopher Leslie Brown challenges
prevailing scholarly arguments that locate the roots of abolitionism in economic determinism or bourgeois humanitarianism. Brown
instead connects the shift from sentiment to action to changing views of empire and nation in Britain at the time, particularly the
anxieties and dislocations spurred by the American Revolution. The debate over the political rights of the North American colonies
pushed slavery to the fore, Brown argues, giving antislavery organizing the moral legitimacy in Britain it had never had before. The
first emancipation schemes were dependent on efforts to strengthen the role of the imperial state in an era of weakening overseas
authority. By looking at the initial public contest over slavery, Brown connects disparate strands of the British Atlantic world and
brings into focus shifting developments in British identity, attitudes toward Africa, definitions of imperial mission, the rise of
Anglican evangelicalism, and Quaker activism. Demonstrating how challenges to the slave system could serve as a mark of virtue
rather than evidence of eccentricity, Brown shows that the abolitionist movement derived its power from a profound yearning for
moral worth in the aftermath of defeat and American independence. Thus abolitionism proved to be a cause for the abolitionists
themselves as much as for enslaved Africans.
This important book provides a critical reinterpretation of the Haitian Revolution and its aftermath. Alex Dupuy evaluates the
French colonial context of Saint-Domingue and then Haiti, the achievements and limitations of the revolution, and the divisions in
the Haitian ruling class that blocked meaningful economic and political development.
In this age of intense political conflict, we sense objective fact is growing less important. Experts are attacked as partisan, statistics and
scientific findings are decried as propaganda, and public debate devolves into personal assaults. How did we get here, and what can we do
about it? In this sweeping and provocative work, political economist William Davies draws on a four-hundred-year history of ideas to reframe
our understanding of the contemporary world. He argues that global trends decades and even centuries in the making have reduced a world
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of logic and fact into one driven by emotions—particularly fear and anxiety. This has ushered in an age of “nervous states,” both in our
individual bodies and our body politic. Eloquently tracing the history of accounting, statistics, science, and human anatomy from the
Enlightenment to the present, Davies shows how we invented expertise in the seventeenth century to calm the violent disputes—over God and
the nature of reality—that ravaged Europe. By separating truth from emotion, scientific, testable facts paved a way out of constant warfare and
established a basis for consensus, which became the bedrock of modern politics, business, and democracy. Informed by research on
psychology and economics, Davies reveals how widespread feelings of fear, vulnerability, physical and psychological pain, and growing
inequality reshaped our politics, upending these centuries-old ideals of how we understand the world and organize society. Yet Davies
suggests that the rise of emotion may open new possibilities for confronting humanity’s greatest challenges. Ambitious and compelling,
Nervous States is a perceptive and enduring account of our turbulent times.
Illuminating the moral dilemmas that lie at the heart of a slaveholding society, this book tells the story of a young slave who was sexually
exploited by her master and ultimately executed for his murder. Celia was only fourteen years old when she was acquired by John Newsom,
an aging widower and one of the most prosperous and respected citizens of Callaway County, Missouri. The pattern of sexual abuse that
would mark their entire relationship began almost immediately. After purchasing Celia in a neighboring county, Newsom raped her on the
journey back to his farm. He then established her in a small cabin near his house and visited her regularly (most likely with the knowledge of
the son and two daughters who lived with him). Over the next five years, Celia bore Newsom two children; meanwhile, she became involved
with a slave named George and resolved at his insistence to end the relationship with her master. When Newsom refused, Celia one night
struck him fatally with a club and disposed of his body in her fireplace. Her act quickly discovered, Celia was brought to trial. She received a
surprisingly vigorous defense from her court-appointed attorneys, who built their case on a state law allowing women the use of deadly force
to defend their honor. Nevertheless, the court upheld the tenets of a white social order that wielded almost total control over the lives of
slaves. Celia was found guilty and hanged. Melton A. McLaurin uses Celia's story to reveal the tensions that strained the fabric of antebellum
southern society. Celia's case demonstrates how one master's abuse of power over a single slave forced whites to make moral decisions
about the nature of slavery. McLaurin focuses sharply on the role of gender, exploring the degree to which female slaves were sexually
exploited, the conditions that often prevented white women from stopping such abuse, and the inability of male slaves to defend slave
women. Setting the case in the context of the 1850s slavery debates, he also probes the manner in which the legal system was used to justify
slavery. By granting slaves certain statutory rights (which were usually rendered meaningless by the customary prerogatives of masters),
southerners could argue that they observed moral restraint in the operations of their peculiar institution. An important addition to our
understanding of the pre-Civil War era, Celia, A Slave is also an intensely compelling narrative of one woman pushed beyond the limits of her
endurance by a system that denied her humanity at the most basic level.
The United States has been described as a nation with the soul of a church. Religion is discussed more explicitly and more urgently in
American politics than in the public debates of any other wealthy democracy. It is certain to play an important role in the elections of 2004.
Yet debates over religion and politics are often narrow and highly partisan, although the questions at hand demand a broader and more civil
discussion. One Electorate under God? widens the dialogue by bringing together in one volume some of the most influential voices in
American intellectual and political life. This book draws on a public debate between former New York governor Mario Cuomo and Indiana
congressman Mark Souder, who discuss how their respective faith convictions have been both shaped by and reflected in their careers as
public servants. This discussion, in turn, prompted commentary by a diverse group of scholars, politicians, journalists, and religious leaders
who are engaged simultaneously in the religious and policy realms. Each contributor offers insights on how political leaders and religious
convictions shape our politics. One Electorate under God arises from the idea that public deliberation is more honest—and more
democratic—when officials are open and reflective about the interactions between their religious convictions and their commitments in the
secular realm. This volume—the first of its kind—seeks to promote a greater understanding of American thinking about faith and public office in
a pluralistic society. Contributors include Joanna Adams, Azizah Al-Hibri, Doug Bandow, Michael Barone, Gary Bauer, Robert Bellah, David
Brooks, Harvey Cox, Michael Cromartie, John DiIulio Jr., Terry Eastland, Robert Edgar, Jean Bethke Elshtain, Richard Wightman Fox,
William Galston, Robert George, Andrew Greeley, John Green, Anna Greenberg, Susannah Heschel, Representative Amo Houghton (R-New
York), Michael Kazin, Martha Minow, Stephen Monsma, Mark Noll, Rabbi David Novak, Ramesh Ponnuru, Representative David E. Price (DNorth Carolina), Jeffrey Rosen, Cheryl Sanders, Ron Sider, Jim Skillen, Matthew Spalding, Jeffrey Stout, John Sweeney, Roberto Suro,
Margaret O'Brien Steinfels, Jim Towey, Doug Tanner, Mark Warren, Alan Wolfe, and Andrew Young.
A prize-winning political scientist untangles the deep roots of tribalism in America. American politics seems to be in an unprecedented uproar.
But in this revelatory work of political history, James A. Morone shows that today's rancor isn't what's new -- the clarity of the battle lines is.
Past eras were full of discord, but the most contentious question in American society -- Who are we? -- never split along party lines. Instead,
each party reached out to different groups on the margins of power: immigrants, African Americans, and women. But, as the United States
underwent profound societal transformations from the Civil War to the populist explosion to the Great Migration to civil rights to the latest era
of immigration, the party alignment shifted. African Americans conquered the old segregationist party and Democrats slowly evolved into the
party of civil rights, immigration, and gender rights. Republicans turned whiter and more nativist. The unprecedented party lineup now injects
tribal intensity into every policy difference. Republic of Wrath tells the story of America as we've never heard it before, explaining the origins
of our fractious times and suggesting how we might build a more robust republic.
From the "taming of the West" to the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima, the portrayal of the past has become a battleground at the
heart of American politics. What kind of history Americans should read, see, or fund is no longer merely a matter of professional interest to
teachers, historians, and museum curators. Everywhere now, history is increasingly being held hostage, but to what end and why? In History
Wars, eight prominent historians consider the angry swirl of emotions that now surrounds public memory. Included are trenchant essays by
Paul Boyer, John W. Dower, Tom Engelhardt, Richard H. Kohn, Edward Linenthal, Micahel S. Sherry, Marilyn B. Young, and Mike Wallace.
From poetry to fiction to essays, American Lit 101 leaves no page unturned! Edgar Allan Poe. Willa Cather. Henry David Thoreau. Mark
Twain. The list of important American writers goes on and on. These voices played a vital role in shaping the scope of American literature,
and the United States itself. But too often, textbooks reduce this storied history to dry text that would put even a tenured professor to sleep.
American Lit 101 is an engaging and comprehensive guide through the major players in American literature. From colonialism to
postmodernism and every literary movement in between, this primer is packed with hundreds of entertaining tidbits and concepts, along with
easy-to-understand explanations on why each author's work was important then and still relevant now. So whether you're looking for a
refresher course on key American literature or want to learn about it for the first time, American Lit 101 has all the answers--even the ones
you didn't know you were looking for.
“Excellent . . . deserves high praise. Mr. Taylor conveys this sprawling continental history with economy, clarity, and vividness.”—Brendan
Simms, Wall Street Journal The American Revolution is often portrayed as a high-minded, orderly event whose capstone, the Constitution,
provided the nation its democratic framework. Alan Taylor, a two-time Pulitzer Prize winner, gives us a different creation story in this
magisterial history. The American Revolution builds like a ground fire overspreading Britain’s colonies, fueled by local conditions and
resistant to control. Emerging from the continental rivalries of European empires and their native allies, the revolution pivoted on western
expansion as well as seaboard resistance to British taxes. When war erupted, Patriot crowds harassed Loyalists and nonpartisans into
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compliance with their cause. The war exploded in set battles like Saratoga and Yorktown and spread through continuing frontier violence. The
discord smoldering within the fragile new nation called forth a movement to concentrate power through a Federal Constitution. Assuming the
mantle of “We the People,” the advocates of national power ratified the new frame of government. But it was Jefferson’s expansive “empire
of liberty” that carried the revolution forward, propelling white settlement and slavery west, preparing the ground for a new conflagration.

Traditional portrayals of politicians in antebellum Washington, D.C., describe a violent and divisive society, full of angry
debates and violent duels, a microcosm of the building animosity throughout the country. Yet, in Washington
Brotherhood, Rachel Shelden paints a more nuanced portrait of Washington as a less fractious city with a vibrant social
and cultural life. Politicians from different parties and sections of the country interacted in a variety of day-to-day activities
outside traditional political spaces and came to know one another on a personal level. Shelden shows that this
engagement by figures such as Stephen Douglas, John Crittenden, Abraham Lincoln, and Alexander Stephens had
important consequences for how lawmakers dealt with the sectional disputes that bedeviled the country during the 1840s
and 1850s--particularly disputes involving slavery in the territories. Shelden uses primary documents--from housing
records to personal diaries--to reveal the ways in which this political sociability influenced how laws were made in the
antebellum era. Ultimately, this Washington "bubble" explains why so many of these men were unprepared for secession
and war when the winter of 1860-61 arrived.
From the Pulitzer Prize–winning scholar, a timely history of the constitutional changes that built equality into the nation’s
foundation and how those guarantees have been shaken over time. The Declaration of Independence announced
equality as an American ideal, but it took the Civil War and the subsequent adoption of three constitutional amendments
to establish that ideal as American law. The Reconstruction amendments abolished slavery, guaranteed all persons due
process and equal protection of the law, and equipped black men with the right to vote. They established the principle of
birthright citizenship and guaranteed the privileges and immunities of all citizens. The federal government, not the states,
was charged with enforcement, reversing the priority of the original Constitution and the Bill of Rights. In grafting the
principle of equality onto the Constitution, these revolutionary changes marked the second founding of the United States.
Eric Foner’s compact, insightful history traces the arc of these pivotal amendments from their dramatic origins in
pre–Civil War mass meetings of African-American “colored citizens” and in Republican party politics to their virtual
nullification in the late nineteenth century. A series of momentous decisions by the Supreme Court narrowed the rights
guaranteed in the amendments, while the states actively undermined them. The Jim Crow system was the result. Again
today there are serious political challenges to birthright citizenship, voting rights, due process, and equal protection of the
law. Like all great works of history, this one informs our understanding of the present as well as the past: knowledge and
vigilance are always necessary to secure our basic rights.
Presents a detailed analysis of all eight major slavery cases that came before the U.S. Supreme Court--including The
Amistad, Dred Scott v. Sandford and more--and explains how each fit into the slavery politics of its time.
The author tells the riveting story of John and Jessie FrZmont, the husband-and-wife team who were instrumental in the
westward expansion of the U.S. and were America's first great political couple.uple.
When Mitch Landrieu addressed the people of New Orleans in May 2017 about his decision to take down four
Confederate monuments, including the statue of Robert E. Lee, he struck a nerve nationally, and his speech has now
been heard or seen by millions across the country. In his first book, Mayor Landrieu discusses his personal journey on
race as well as the path he took to making the decision to remove the monuments, tackles the broader history of slavery,
race and institutional inequities that still bedevil America, and traces his personal relationship to this history.
In the final years of his political career, President John Quincy Adams was well known for his objections to slavery, with
rival Henry Wise going so far as to label him "the acutest, the astutest, the archest enemy of southern slavery that ever
existed." As a young statesman, however, he supported slavery. How did the man who in 1795 told a British cabinet
officer not to speak to him of "the Virginians, the Southern people, the democrats," whom he considered "in no other light
than as Americans," come to foretell "a grand struggle between slavery and freedom"? How could a committed
expansionist, who would rather abandon his party and lose his U.S. Senate seat than attack Jeffersonian slave power,
later come to declare the Mexican War the "apoplexy of the Constitution," a hijacking of the republic by slaveholders?
What changed? Entries from Adams's personal diary, more extensive than that of any American statesman, reveal a
highly dynamic and accomplished politician in engagement with one of his generation's most challenging national
dilemmas. Expertly edited by David Waldstreicher and Matthew Mason, John Quincy Adams and the Politics of Slavery
offers an unusual perspective on the dramatic and shifting politics of slavery in the early republic, as it moved from the
margins to the center of public life and from the shadows to the substance of Adams's politics. The editors provide a lucid
introduction to the collection as a whole and frame the individual documents with brief and engaging insights, rendering
both Adams's life and the controversies over slavery into a mutually illuminating narrative. By juxtaposing Adams's
personal reflections on slavery with what he said-and did not say-publicly on the issue, the editors offer a nuanced
portrait of how he interacted with prevailing ideologies during his consequential career and life. John Quincy Adams and
the Politics of Slavery is an invaluable contribution to our understanding of the complicated politics of slavery that set the
groundwork for the Civil War.
The unexpected story of how genetic testing is affecting race in America We know DNA is a master key that unlocks
medical and forensic secrets, but its genealogical life is both revelatory and endlessly fascinating. Tracing genealogy is
now the second-most popular hobby amongst Americans, as well as the second-most visited online category. This billiondollar industry has spawned popular television shows, websites, and Internet communities, and a booming heritage
tourism circuit. The tsunami of interest in genetic ancestry tracing from the African American community has been
especially overwhelming. In The Social Life of DNA, Alondra Nelson takes us on an unprecedented journey into how the
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double helix has wound its way into the heart of the most urgent contemporary social issues around race. For over a
decade, Nelson has deeply studied this phenomenon. Artfully weaving together keenly observed interactions with rootseekers alongside illuminating historical details and revealing personal narrative, she shows that genetic genealogy is a
new tool for addressing old and enduring issues. In The Social Life of DNA, she explains how these cutting-edge DNAbased techniques are being used in myriad ways, including grappling with the unfinished business of slavery: to foster
reconciliation, to establish ties with African ancestral homelands, to rethink and sometimes alter citizenship, and to make
legal claims for slavery reparations specifically based on ancestry. Nelson incisively shows that DNA is a portal to the
past that yields insight for the present and future, shining a light on social traumas and historical injustices that still
resonate today. Science can be a crucial ally to activism to spur social change and transform twenty-first-century racial
politics. But Nelson warns her readers to be discerning: for the social repair we seek can’t be found in even the most
sophisticated science. Engrossing and highly original, The Social Life of DNA is a must-read for anyone interested in
race, science, history and how our reckoning with the past may help us to chart a more just course for tomorrow.
Garrison signaled the importance of these ties to his movement with the well-known cosmopolitan motto he printed on every issue of his
famous newspaper, The Liberator: "Our Country is the World--Our Countrymen are All Mankind." That motto serves as an impetus for
McDaniel's study, which shows that Garrison and his movement must be placed squarely within the context of transatlantic mid-nineteenthcentury reform. Through exposure to contemporary European thinkers--such as Alexis de Tocqueville, Giuseppe Mazzini, and John Stuart
Mill--Garrisonian abolitionists came to understand their own movement not only as an effort to mold public opinion about slavery but also as a
measure to defend democracy in an Atlantic World still dominated by aristocracy and monarchy. While convinced that democracy offered the
best form of government, Garrisonians recognized that the persistence of slavery in the United States revealed problems with the political
system.
“I want to call it a cry of the heart, but it’s more like a cry of the brain, a calm and erudite one.” —Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal The
former dean of Yale Law School argues that the feverish egalitarianism gripping college campuses today is a threat to our democracy.
College education is under attack from all sides these days. Most of the handwringing—over free speech, safe zones, trigger warnings, and
the babying of students—has focused on the excesses of political correctness. That may be true, but as Anthony Kronman shows, it’s not the
real problem. “Necessary, humane, and brave” (Bret Stephens, The New York Times), The Assault on American Excellence makes the case
that the boundless impulse for democratic equality gripping college campuses today is a threat to institutions whose job is to prepare citizens
to live in a vibrant democracy. Three centuries ago, the founders of our nation saw that for this country to have a robust government, it must
have citizens trained to have tough skins, to make up their own minds, and to win arguments not on the basis of emotion but because their
side is closer to the truth. Without that, Americans would risk electing demagogues. Kronman is the first to tie today’s campus clashes to the
history of American values, drawing on luminaries like Alexis de Tocqueville and John Adams to argue that our modern controversies
threaten the best of our intellectual traditions. His tone is warm and wise, that of an educator who has devoted his life to helping students be
capable of living up to the demands of a free society—and to do so, they must first be tested in a system that isn’t focused on sympathy at the
expense of rigor and that values excellence above all.
The 1850s offered the last remotely feasible chance for the United States to steer clear of Civil War. Yet fundamental differences between
North and South about slavery and the meaning of freedom caused political conflicts to erupt again and again throughout the decade as the
country lurched toward secession and war. With their grudging acceptance of the Compromise of 1850 and the election of Franklin Pierce as
president in 1852, most Americans hoped that sectional strife and political upheaval had come to an end. Extremists in both North and South,
abolitionists and secessionists, testified to the prevailing air of complacency by their shared frustration over having failed to bring on some
sort of conflict. Both sets of zealots wondered what it would take to convince the masses that the other side still menaced their respective
visions of liberty. And, as new divisive issues emerged in national politics-with slavery still standing as the major obstacle-compromise
seemed more elusive than ever. As the decade progressed, battle lines hardened. The North grew more hostile to slavery while the South
seized every opportunity to spread it. "Immigrant Aid Societies" flourished in the North, raising money, men, and military supplies to secure a
free soil majority in Kansas. Southerners flocked to the territory in an effort to fight off antislavery. After his stirring vilification of the institution
of slavery, Massachusetts senator Charles Sumner was brutally attacked on the floor of the United States Senate. Congress, whose function
was to peacefully resolve disputes, became an armed camp, with men in both houses and from both sections arming themselves within the
capitol building. In October 1858, Senator William Henry Seward said that the nation was headed for an "irrepressible conflict." In spite of the
progress ushered in by the decade's enormous economic growth, the country was self destructing. The Shattering of the Union: America in
the 1850s is a concise, readable analysis and survey of t
“My Christian faith taught me always to fight hard but only to fight back with the truth. Sadly, I learned that the opposition to Judeo-Christian
faith and family values has never had truth as a requirement.” —Ken Mercer Mercer describes slavery as Evil. Slavery existed in the world for
thousands of years before the founding of our thirteen colonies and before the signing of our 1776 Declaration of Independence. Then came
”The Great Awakening” of the Christian faith in the United States, the United Kingdom, and Europe. The movement to abolish world-wide
slavery was born. Article 1 (Section 9) of the Constitution, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the three post-Civil War Constitutional
Amendments, are just a few examples of historical events championed by Christian men and women standing firm against powerful and evil
forces. This book, Slavery 101, is the first in a series of “Mercer Moments in American History.” Future projects planned include Constitution
101—Separation of Church and State, and In God We Still Trust. Ken Mercer believes: “We will never fully comprehend our Founding
Father’s challenge to continuously strive to become a ‘more perfect Union’ unless we understand what makes our United States of America
so exceptional. It is the profound impact and unbroken revival of Judeo-Christian values throughout our history.”
Los Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist in History A dramatic work of historical detection illuminating one of the most significant—and long
forgotten—Supreme Court cases in American history. In 1820, a suspicious vessel was spotted lingering off the coast of northern Florida, the
Spanish slave ship Antelope. Since the United States had outlawed its own participation in the international slave trade more than a decade
before, the ship's almost 300 African captives were considered illegal cargo under American laws. But with slavery still a critical part of the
American economy, it would eventually fall to the Supreme Court to determine whether or not they were slaves at all, and if so, what should
be done with them. Bryant describes the captives' harrowing voyage through waters rife with pirates and governed by an array of international
treaties. By the time the Antelope arrived in Savannah, Georgia, the puzzle of how to determine the captives' fates was inextricably knotted.
Set against the backdrop of a city in the grip of both the financial panic of 1819 and the lingering effects of an outbreak of yellow fever, Dark
Places of the Earth vividly recounts the eight-year legal conflict that followed, during which time the Antelope's human cargo were mercilessly
put to work on the plantations of Georgia, even as their freedom remained in limbo. When at long last the Supreme Court heard the case,
Francis Scott Key, the legendary Georgetown lawyer and author of "The Star Spangled Banner," represented the Antelope captives in an
epic courtroom battle that identified the moral and legal implications of slavery for a generation. Four of the six justices who heard the case,
including Chief Justice John Marshall, owned slaves. Despite this, Key insisted that "by the law of nature all men are free," and that the
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captives should by natural law be given their freedom. This argument was rejected. The court failed Key, the captives, and decades of
American history, siding with the rights of property over liberty and setting the course of American jurisprudence on these issues for the next
thirty-five years. The institution of slavery was given new legal cover, and another brick was laid on the road to the Civil War. The stakes of
the Antelope case hinged on nothing less than the central American conflict of the nineteenth century. Both disquieting and enlightening, Dark
Places of the Earth restores the Antelope to its rightful place as one of the most tragic, influential, and unjustly forgotten episodes in American
legal history.
How partisan politics lead to the Civil War What brought about the Civil War? Leading historian Michael F. Holt convincingly offers a
disturbingly contemporary answer: partisan politics. In this brilliant and succinct book, Holt distills a lifetime of scholarship to demonstrate that
secession and war did not arise from two irreconcilable economies any more than from moral objections to slavery. Short-sighted politicians
were to blame. Rarely looking beyond the next election, the two dominant political parties used the emotionally charged and largely
chimerical issue of slavery's extension westward to pursue reelection and settle political scores, all the while inexorably dragging the nation
towards disunion. Despite the majority opinion (held in both the North and South) that slavery could never flourish in the areas that sparked
the most contention from 1845 to 1861-the Mexican Cession, Oregon, and Kansas-politicians in Washington, especially members of
Congress, realized the partisan value of the issue and acted on short-term political calculations with minimal regard for sectional comity. War
was the result. Including select speeches by Lincoln and others, The Fate of Their Country openly challenges us to rethink a seminal moment
in America's history.
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