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Library Reads Voter Favorite * In the vein of The
Time Traveler’s Wife and Life After Life, The
Invisible Life of Addie LaRue is New York Times
bestselling author V. E. Schwab’s genre-defying
tour de force. A Life No One Will Remember. A Story
You Will Never Forget. France, 1714: in a moment of
desperation, a young woman makes a Faustian
bargain to live forever—and is cursed to be forgotten
by everyone she meets. Thus begins the
extraordinary life of Addie LaRue, and a dazzling
adventure that will play out across centuries and
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continents, across history and art, as a young
woman learns how far she will go to leave her mark
on the world. But everything changes when, after
nearly 300 years, Addie stumbles across a young
man in a hidden bookstore and he remembers her
name. At the Publisher's request, this title is being
sold without Digital Rights Management Software
(DRM) applied.
Comedian and civil rights activist Dick Gregory’s
million-copy-plus bestselling memoir—now in trade
paperback for the first time. “Powerful and ugly and
beautiful...a moving story of a man who deeply
wants a world without malice and hate and is doing
something about it.”—The New York Times Fifty-five
years ago, in 1964, an incredibly honest and
revealing memoir by one of the America's best-loved
comedians and activists, Dick Gregory, was
published. With a shocking title and breathtaking
writing, Dick Gregory defined a genre and changed
the way race was discussed in America. Telling
stories that range from his hardscrabble childhood in
St. Louis to his pioneering early days as a comedian
to his indefatigable activism alongside Medgar Evers
and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Gregory's memoir
riveted readers in the sixties. In the years and
decades to come, the stories and lessons became
more relevant than ever, and the book attained the
status of a classic. The book has sold over a million
copies and become core text about race relations
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and civil rights, continuing to inspire readers
everywhere with Dick Gregory's incredible story
about triumphing over racism and poverty to become
an American legend.
Graceland is a dazzling debut by a singular new
talent The sprawling, swampy, cacophonous city of
Lagos, Nigeria, provides the backdrop to the story of
Elvis, a teenage Elvis impersonator hoping to make
his way out of the ghetto. Broke, beset by floods,
and beatings by his alcoholic father, and with no job
opportunities in sight, Elvis is tempted by a life of
crime. Thus begins his odyssey into the dangerous
underworld of Lagos, guided by his friend
Redemption and accompanied by a restless hybrid
of voices including The King of Beggars, Sunday,
Innocent and Comfort. Ultimately, young Elvis,
drenched in reggae and jazz, and besotted with
American film heroes and images, must find his way
to a GraceLand of his own. Nuanced, lyrical, and
pitch perfect, Abani has created a remarkable story
of a son and his father, and an examination of
postcolonial Nigeria where the trappings of American
culture reign supreme. "A richly detailed, poignant,
and utterly fascinating look into another culture and
how it is cross-pollinated by our own. It brings to
mind the work of Ha Jin in its power and revelation of
the new."--T. Coraghessan Boyle
A National Book Award Finalist, Sarah Shun-lien
Bynum's enchanting and inventive first novel is a
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groundbreaking, contemporary classic When a girl
falls into a mysterious, impenetrable sleep, the
borders between her provincial French village and
the peculiar, beguiling realm of her dreams begin to
disappear: A fat woman sprouts delicate wings and
takes flight; a failed photographer stumbles into the
role of pornographer; a beautiful young wife grows to
resemble her husband's viol. Madeleine, the
dreamer, travels in their midst, trying to make sense
of her own metamorphosis. She leaves home, joins
a gypsy circus, and falls into an unexpected triangle
of desire and love. Embracing the earthy and the
ethereal, the comical and the poignant, Madeleine Is
Sleeping is part fairy tale, part coming-of-age story,
and above all, an adventure in the discovery of art,
sexuality, community, and the self.
From the globally acclaimed, best-selling novelist
and author of We Should All Be Feminists, a timely
and deeply personal account of the loss of her
father. "Essential." —Booklist Notes on Grief is an
exquisite work of meditation, remembrance, and
hope, written in the wake of Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie's beloved father’s death in the summer of
2020. As the COVID-19 pandemic raged around the
world, and kept Adichie and her family members
separated from one another, her father succumbed
unexpectedly to complications of kidney failure.
Expanding on her original New Yorker piece, Adichie
shares how this loss shook her to her core. She
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writes about being one of the millions of people
grieving this year; about the familial and cultural
dimensions of grief and also about the loneliness
and anger that are unavoidable in it. With signature
precision of language, and glittering, devastating
detail on the page—and never without touches of rich,
honest humor—Adichie weaves together her own
experience of her father’s death with threads of his
life story, from his remarkable survival during the
Biafran war, through a long career as a statistics
professor, into the days of the pandemic in which
he’d stay connected with his children and
grandchildren over video chat from the family home
in Abba, Nigeria. In the compact format of We
Should All Be Feminists and Dear Ijeawele, Adichie
delivers a gem of a book—a book that fundamentally
connects us to one another as it probes one of the
most universal human experiences. Notes on Grief is
a book for this moment—a work readers will treasure
and share now more than ever—and yet will prove
durable and timeless, an indispensable addition to
Adichie's canon.
The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies
the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of
allegorical visions, grisly images and numerological
predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the
"Beast" will be destroyed and Christ will rule a new
Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.
THE WOMEN’S PRIZE FOR FICTION ‘WINNER
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OF WINNERS’ Winner of the Orange Broadband
Prize for Fiction 2007, this is a heartbreaking,
exquisitely written literary masterpiece
Set in Bombay in the mid-1990s, Family Matters tells
a story of familial love and obligation, of personal
and political corruption, of the demands of tradition
and the possibilities for compassion. Nariman
Vakeel, the patriarch of a small discordant family, is
beset by Parkinson’s and haunted by memories of
his past. He lives with his two middle-aged
stepchildren, Coomy, bitter and domineering, and
her brother, Jal, mild-mannered and acquiescent.
But the burden of the illness worsens the already
strained family relationships. Soon, their sweettempered half-sister, Roxana, is forced to assume
sole responsibility for her bedridden father. And
Roxana’s husband, besieged by financial worries,
devises a scheme of deception involving his
eccentric employer at a sporting goods store, setting
in motion a series of events that leads to the
narrative’s moving outcome. Family Matters has all
the richness, the gentle humour, and the narrative
sweep that have earned Mistry the highest of
accolades around the world.
These twelve dazzling stories from Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie — the Orange Broadband Prize–winning author of
Half of a Yellow Sun — are her most intimate works to
date. In these stories Adichie turns her penetrating eye
to the ties that bind men and women, parents and
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children, Nigeria and the United States. In “A Private
Experience,” a medical student hides from a violent riot
with a poor Muslim woman, and the young mother at the
centre of “Imitation” finds her comfortable life in
Philadelphia threatened when she learns that her
husband has moved his mistress into their Lagos home.
Searing and profound, suffused with beauty, sorrow and
longing, this collection is a resounding confirmation of
Adichie’s prodigious literary powers.
Longlisted for the National Book Award for Nonfiction
“There Kevin Young goes again, giving us books we
greatly need, cleverly disguised as books we merely
want. Unexpectedly essential.”—Marlon James Awardwinning poet and critic Kevin Young tours us through a
rogue’s gallery of hoaxers, plagiarists, forgers, and
fakers—from the humbug of P. T. Barnum and Edgar
Allan Poe to the unrepentant bunk of JT LeRoy and
Donald J. Trump. Bunk traces the history of the hoax as
a peculiarly American phenomenon, examining what
motivates hucksters and makes the rest of us so gullible.
Disturbingly, Young finds that fakery is woven from
stereotype and suspicion, race being the most insidious
American hoax of all. He chronicles how Barnum came
to fame by displaying figures like Joice Heth, a black
woman whom he pretended was the 161-year-old
nursemaid to George Washington, and What Is It?, an
African American man Barnum professed was a newly
discovered missing link in evolution. Bunk then turns to
the hoaxing of history and the ways that forgers,
plagiarists, and journalistic fakers invent backstories and
falsehoods to sell us lies about themselves and about
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the world in our own time, from pretend Native
Americans Grey Owl and Nasdijj to the deadly imposture
of Clark Rockefeller, from the made-up memoirs of
James Frey to the identity theft of Rachel Dolezal. In this
brilliant and timely work, Young asks what it means to
live in a post-factual world of “truthiness” where
everything is up for interpretation and everyone is
subject to a pervasive cynicism that damages our ideas
of reality, fact, and art.
The 1990 Commonwealth Writers Regional Prize voted
Harvest of Thorns the winner in the Best Book category.
Harvest of Thorns tells the story of Benjamin Tichafa
who grows up in Rhodesia in the 1960s. From a
conservative, religious family, but exposed to the heady
ideas of the black nationalist movements, the young
student is pulled in different directions. Isolated and
troubled at boarding school, he is provoked into leaving,
making his way to Mozambique, and joining the freedom
fighters. There, in the crucible of a bitter civil war of
liberation, the young man develops into manhood.
Returning, hardened, at independence, he feels that little
has changed, not least within his own family
circumstances, and asks himself what it means to be
free in the new Zimbabwe.
THE WOMEN'S PRIZE FOR FICTION 'WINNER OF
WINNERS' Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's heartbreaking,
exquisitely written literary masterpiece. Winner of the
Women's Prize for Fiction 2007.
With her award-winning debut novel, Purple Hibiscus,
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie was heralded by the
Washington Post Book World as the “21st century
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daughter” of Chinua Achebe. Now, in her masterly,
haunting new novel, she recreates a seminal moment in
modern African history: Biafra’s impassioned struggle to
establish an independent republic in Nigeria during the
1960s. With the effortless grace of a natural storyteller,
Adichie weaves together the lives of five characters
caught up in the extraordinary tumult of the decade.
Fifteen-year-old Ugwu is houseboy to Odenigbo, a
university professor who sends him to school, and in
whose living room Ugwu hears voices full of
revolutionary zeal. Odenigbo’s beautiful mistress,
Olanna, a sociology teacher, is running away from her
parents’ world of wealth and excess; Kainene, her
urbane twin, is taking over their father’s business; and
Kainene’s English lover, Richard, forms a bridge
between their two worlds. As we follow these intertwined
lives through a military coup, the Biafran secession and
the subsequent war, Adichie brilliantly evokes the
promise, and intimately, the devastating disappointments
that marked this time and place. Epic, ambitious and
triumphantly realized, Half of a Yellow Sun is a more
powerful, dramatic and intensely emotional picture of
modern Africa than any we have had before.
In the "brilliant novel" (The New York Times) V.S.
Naipaul takes us deeply into the life of one man—an
Indian who, uprooted by the bloody tides of Third World
history, has come to live in an isolated town at the bend
of a great river in a newly independent African nation.
Naipaul gives us the most convincing and disturbing
vision yet of what happens in a place caught between
the dangerously alluring modern world and its own
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tenacious past and traditions.
What Is the What is the story of Valentino Achak Deng, a
refugee in war-ravaged southern Sudan who flees from
his village in the mid-1980s and becomes one of the socalled Lost Boys. Valentino’s travels bring him in contact
with enemy soldiers, with liberation rebels, with hyenas
and lions, with disease and starvation, and with deadly
murahaleen (militias on horseback)–the same sort who
currently terrorize Darfur. Eventually Deng is resettled in
the United States with almost 4000 other young
Sudanese men, and a very different struggle begins.
Based closely on true experiences, What Is the What is
heartbreaking and arresting, filled with adventure,
suspense, tragedy, and, finally, triumph.
Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award and the
Man Booker Prize: An “extraordinary” novel “lit by a
moral intelligence at once fierce and tender” (The New
York Times Book Review). In a crumbling, isolated
house at the foot of Mount Kanchenjunga in the
Himalayas, an embittered old judge wants only to retire
in peace. But his life is upended when his sixteen-yearold orphaned granddaughter, Sai, arrives on his
doorstep. The judge’s chatty cook watches over the girl,
but his thoughts are mostly with his son, Biju,
hopscotching from one miserable New York restaurant
job to another, trying to stay a step ahead of the INS.
When a Nepalese insurgency threatens Sai’s newsprung romance with her tutor, the household descends
into chaos. The cook witnesses India’s hierarchy being
overturned and discarded. The judge revisits his past
and his role in Sai and Biju’s intertwining lives. In a
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grasping world of colliding interests and conflicting
desires, every moment holds out the possibility for hope
or betrayal. Published to extraordinary acclaim, The
Inheritance of Loss heralds Kiran Desai as one of our
most insightful novelists. She illuminates the pain of exile
and the ambiguities of postcolonialism with a tapestry of
colorful characters and “uncannily beautiful” prose (O:
The Oprah Magazine). “A book about tradition and
modernity, the past and the future—and about the
surprising ways both amusing and sorrowful, in which
they all connect.” —The Independent

Pulitzer Prize-finalist Stephen Kotkin has written the
definitive biography of Joseph Stalin, from
collectivization and the Great Terror to the conflict
with Hitler's Germany that is the signal event of
modern world history In 1929, Joseph Stalin, having
already achieved dictatorial power over the vast
Soviet Empire, formally ordered the systematic
conversion of the world’s largest peasant economy
into “socialist modernity,” otherwise known as
collectivization, regardless of the cost. What it cost,
and what Stalin ruthlessly enacted, transformed the
country and its ruler in profound and enduring ways.
Building and running a dictatorship, with life and
death power over hundreds of millions, made Stalin
into the uncanny figure he became. Stephen
Kotkin’s Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929–1941 is the
story of how a political system forged an
unparalleled personality and vice versa. The
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wholesale collectivization of some 120 million
peasants necessitated levels of coercion that were
extreme even for Russia, and the resulting mass
starvation elicited criticism inside the party even from
those Communists committed to the eradication of
capitalism. But Stalin did not flinch. By 1934, when
the Soviet Union had stabilized and socialism had
been implanted in the countryside, praise for his
stunning anti-capitalist success came from all
quarters. Stalin, however, never forgave and never
forgot, with shocking consequences as he strove to
consolidate the state with a brand new elite of young
strivers like himself. Stalin’s obsessions drove him
to execute nearly a million people, including the
military leadership, diplomatic and intelligence
officials, and innumerable leading lights in culture.
While Stalin revived a great power, building a
formidable industrialized military, the Soviet Union
was effectively alone and surrounded by perceived
enemies. The quest for security would bring Soviet
Communism to a shocking and improbable pact with
Nazi Germany. But that bargain would not unfold as
envisioned. The lives of Stalin and Hitler, and the
fates of their respective dictatorships, drew ever
closer to collision, as the world hung in the balance.
Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929–1941 is a history of
the world during the build-up to its most fateful hour,
from the vantage point of Stalin’s seat of power. It is
a landmark achievement in the annals of historical
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scholarship, and in the art of biography.
In the aftermath of a teen's disappearance from
bustling Port Harcourt in 1995 Nigeria, a onceordered family is irreparably shattered in ways that
prompt its youngest member, Ajie, to embark on a
quest for answers that reveals long-forgotten secrets
andregional brutalities.
Depicting with humor and insight the pressure to be
outwardly perfect, this novel for ages 10-13 shows
how one girl develops compassion for her own and
others’ imperfections. For 13-year-old Isabelle Lee,
whose father has recently died, everything's normal
on the outside. Isabelle describes the scene at
school with bemused accuracy--the self-important
(but really not bad) English teacher, the boy that is
constantly fixated on Ashley Barnum, the prettiest
girl in class, and the dynamics of the lunchroom,
where tables are turf in a all-eyes-open awareness
of everybody's relative social position. But everything
is not normal, really. Since the dealth of her father,
Isabelle's family has only functioned on the surface.
Her mother, who used to take care of herself, now
wears only lumpy, ill-fitting clothes, cries all night,
and has taken every picture of her dead husband
and put them under her bed. Isabelle tries to make
light of this, but the underlying tension is expressed
in overeating and then binging. As the novel opens,
Isabelle's little sister, April, has told their mother
about Isabelle's problem. Isabelle is enrolled in
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group therapy. Who should show up there, too, but
Ashley Barnum, the prettiest, most together girl in
class.
Winner of the Man Booker Prize: “Okri shares with
García Márquez a vision of the world as one of
infinite possibility. . . . A masterpiece” (The Boston
Sunday Globe). Azaro is a spirit child, an abiku,
existing, according to the African tradition, between
life and death. Born into the human world, he must
experience its joys and tragedies. His spirit
companions come to him often, hounding him to
leave his mortal world and join them in their idyllic
one. Azaro foresees a trying life ahead, but he is
born smiling. This is his story. When President Bill
Clinton first went to Africa he quoted from The
Famished Road, which has inspired literature, art,
politics, and pop songs—and even been referenced in
an episode of The Simpsons. A transformative story
for all ages and all times, it means many things to
many people. Few contemporary novels have
aroused as much passion as this one. Indeed,
twenty-five years after its breakout publication, the
iconic story of Azaro’s travels continues to
mesmerize new generations. For readers of Things
Fall Apart or One Hundred Years of Solitude, this
Man Booker Prize–winning blend of fabulism and
gritty realism by the Nigerian author of Astonishing
the Gods and Dangerous Love is a “dazzling,
hypnotic” journey through Africa that “weaves the
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humblest detail with the most extravagant flight of
fancy to create an astonishing fictional tapestry”
(San Francisco Chronicle). Already considered a
classic of world literature, it is “a masterpiece if ever
one existed” (The Boston Sunday Globe).
LaMamo and Mamo are separated when LaMamo
escapes to pursue his dream of becoming a soldier,
but when religious zealots incite the people to
violence, he returns home to battle the enemy and to
be reunited with his twin brother.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE BAILEY’S WOMEN’S
PRIZE FOR FICTION ‘A delicious, important novel’
The Times ‘Alert, alive and gripping’ Independent
‘Some novels tell a great story and others make you
change the way you look at the world. Americanah
does both.’ Guardian
Pervasive violence against hospitals, patients,
doctors, and other health workers has become a
horrifically common feature of modern war. These
relentless attacks destroy lives and the capacity of
health systems to tend to those in need. Inaction to
stop this violence undermines long-standing values
and laws designed to ensure that sick and wounded
people receive care. Leonard Rubenstein—a human
rights lawyer who has investigated atrocities against
health workers around the world—offers a gripping
and powerful account of the dangers health workers
face during conflict and the legal, political, and moral
struggle to protect them. In a dozen case studies, he
Page 15/27

Read Free Half Of A Yellow Sun
shares the stories of people who have been attacked
while seeking to serve patients under dire
circumstances including health workers hiding from
soldiers in the forests of eastern Myanmar as they
seek to serve oppressed ethnic communities,
surgeons in Syria operating as their hospitals are
bombed, and Afghan hospital staff attacked by the
Taliban as well as government and foreign forces.
Rubenstein reveals how political and military leaders
evade their legal obligations to protect health care in
war, punish doctors and nurses for adhering to their
responsibilities to provide care to all in need, and fail
to hold perpetrators to account. Bringing together
extensive research, firsthand experience, and
compelling personal stories, Perilous Medicine also
offers a path forward, detailing the lessons the
international community needs to learn to protect
people already suffering in war and those on the
front lines of health care in conflict-ridden places
around the world.
Soon to be an Apple Plus series starring Samuel L.
Jackson, a masterful, moving novel about age,
memory, and family from one of the true literary
icons of our time. Ptolemy Grey is ninety-one years
old and has been all but forgotten-by his family, his
friends, even himself-as he sinks into a lonely
dementia. His grand-nephew, Ptolemy's only
connection to the outside world, was recently killed
in a drive-by shooting, and Ptolemy is too suspicious
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of anyone else to allow them into his life. until he
meets Robyn, his niece's seventeen-year-old lodger
and the only one willing to take care of an old man at
his grandnephew's funeral. But Robyn will not
tolerate Ptolemy's hermitlike existence. She
challenges him to interact more with the world
around him, and he grasps more firmly onto his
disappearing consciousness. However, this new
activity pushes Ptolemy into the fold of a doctor
touting an experimental drug that guarantees
Ptolemy won't live to see age ninety- two but that
he'll spend his last days in feverish vigor and clarity.
With his mind clear, what Ptolemy finds-in his own
past, in his own apartment, and in the circumstances
surrounding his grand-nephew's death-is shocking
enough to spur an old man to action, and to ensure a
legacy that no one will forget. In The Last Days of
Ptolemy Grey, Mosley captures the compromised
state of his protagonist's mind with profound
sensitivity and insight, and creates an unforgettable
pair of characters at the center of a novel that is sure
to become a true contemporary classic.
Nominated for the Shirley Jackson and Saboteur
awards, this game-changing story was chosen by
Adam Nevill as one of his favourite horror short
stories: “What a refreshing gust of tiny spores this
novella explodes into, and I inhaled them all with
glee”. Somewhere away from the cities and towns,
in the Valley of the Rocks, a society of men and boys
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gather around the fire each night to listen to their
history recounted by Nate, the storyteller. Requested
most often by the group is the tale of the death of all
women. They are the last generation. One evening,
Nate brings back new secrets from the woods;
peculiar mushrooms are growing from the ground
where the women’s bodies lie buried. These are the
first signs of a strange and insidious presence unlike
anything ever known before… Discover the Beauty.
“One of the most vital and original novelists of her
generation.” —Larissa MacFarquhar, The New
Yorker From the bestselling author of Americanah
and We Should All Be Feminists Fifteen-year-old
Kambili and her older brother Jaja lead a privileged
life in Enugu, Nigeria. They live in a beautiful house,
with a caring family, and attend an exclusive
missionary school. They're completely shielded from
the troubles of the world. Yet, as Kambili reveals in
her tender-voiced account, things are less perfect
than they appear. Although her Papa is generous
and well respected, he is fanatically religious and
tyrannical at home—a home that is silent and
suffocating. As the country begins to fall apart under
a military coup, Kambili and Jaja are sent to their
aunt, a university professor outside the city, where
they discover a life beyond the confines of their
father’s authority. Books cram the shelves, curry
and nutmeg permeate the air, and their cousins’
laughter rings throughout the house. When they
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return home, tensions within the family escalate, and
Kambili must find the strength to keep her loved
ones together. Purple Hibiscus is an exquisite novel
about the emotional turmoil of adolescence, the
powerful bonds of family, and the bright promise of
freedom.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE BAILEYâe(tm)S
WOMENâe(tm)S PRIZE FOR FICTION 2014. From
the award-winning author of âe~Half of a Yellow
Sun,âe(tm) a powerful story of love, race and
identity. As teenagers in Lagos, Ifemelu and Obinze
fall in love. Their Nigeria is under military
dictatorship, and people are fleeing the country if
they can. The self-assured Ifemelu departs for
America. There she suffers defeats and triumphs,
finds and loses relationships, all the while feeling the
weight of something she never thought of back
home: race. Obinze had hoped to join her, but
post-9/11 America will not let him in, and he plunges
into a dangerous, undocumented life in London.
Thirteen years later, Obinze is a wealthy man in a
newly democratic Nigeria, while Ifemelu has
achieved success as a blogger. But after so long
apart and so many changes, will they find the
courage to meet again, face to face? Fearless,
gripping, spanning three continents and numerous
lives, the National Book Critics Circle Award-winning
âe~Americanahâe(tm) is a richly told story of love
and expectation set in todayâe(tm)s globalized
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world.
The harrowing, utterly original debut novel by
Uzodinma Iweala about the life of a child soldier in a
war-torn African country—now a critically-acclaimed
Netflix original film directed by Cary Fukunaga (True
Detective) and starring Idris Elba (Mandela, The
Wire). As civil war rages in an unnamed WestAfrican nation, Agu, the school-aged protagonist of
this stunning debut novel, is recruited into a unit of
guerilla fighters. Haunted by his father’s own death
at the hands of militants, which he fled just before
witnessing, Agu is vulnerable to the dangerous yet
paternal nature of his new commander. While the
war rages on, Agu becomes increasingly divorced
from the life he had known before the conflict
started—a life of school friends, church services, and
time with his family, still intact. As he vividly recalls
these sunnier times, his daily reality continues to
spin further downward into inexplicable brutality,
primal fear, and loss of selfhood. In a powerful,
strikingly original voice, Uzodinma Iweala leads the
reader through the random travels, betrayals, and
violence that mark Agu’s new community.
Electrifying and engrossing, Beasts of No Nation
announces the arrival of an extraordinary new writer.
Haunting and atmospheric, this debut novel portrays
the heartbreak, hardship and moments of surprising
grace in the life of a man struggling to realize his
destiny. A young man of astonishing promise when
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he emigrated from Ghana in 1955, Samuel Tyne was
determined to accomplish great things. Fifteen long
years later, he’s an insignificant government
employee who hates his job when he unexpectedly
inherits his uncle’s crumbling mansion in Aster,
Alberta. Despite his wife’s resistance and the sullen
complaints of his thirteen-year-old twin daughters,
Samuel quits his job and moves his family to the
town. For here, he believes, is that fabled second
chance, and he is determined not to fail again. At
first, Aster seems perfect — to Samuel, the formerly
all-black town represents the return to a communal,
idyllic way of life. But he soon discovers the town’s
problems: a history of in-fighting, a strict town council
and a series of mysterious fires that put all the
townsfolk on edge. When his daughters cease
speaking and refuse to explain their increasingly
strange behaviour, Samuel turns more and more to
the refuge of his electronics shop. As his ambitions
intensify, the life he has struggled so hard to improve
begins to disintegrate around him, and a dark current
of menace in the town is turned upon the Tyne
family.
A haunting, beautiful first novel by the bestselling
author of A Long Way Gone When Ishmael Beah's A
Long Way Gone was published in 2007, it soared to
the top of bestseller lists, becoming an instant
classic: a harrowing account of Sierra Leone's civil
war and the fate of child soldiers that "everyone in
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the world should read" (The Washington Post). Now
Beah, whom Dave Eggers has called "arguably the
most read African writer in contemporary literature,"
has returned with his first novel, an affecting, tender
parable about postwar life in Sierra Leone. At the
center of Radiance of Tomorrow are Benjamin and
Bockarie, two longtime friends who return to their
hometown, Imperi, after the civil war. The village is in
ruins, the ground covered in bones. As more
villagers begin to come back, Benjamin and Bockarie
try to forge a new community by taking up their
former posts as teachers, but they're beset by
obstacles: a scarcity of food; a rash of murders,
thievery, rape, and retaliation; and the depredations
of a foreign mining company intent on sullying the
town's water supply and blocking its paths with
electric wires. As Benjamin and Bockarie search for
a way to restore order, they're forced to reckon with
the uncertainty of their past and future alike. With the
gentle lyricism of a dream and the moral clarity of a
fable, Radiance of Tomorrow is a powerful novel
about preserving what means the most to us, even in
uncertain times. Named one of the Christian Science
Monitor's best fiction books of 2014
A Vintage Shorts “Short Story Month” selection from
the award-winning, bestselling author On the day a
plane crashed in Nigeria, Ukamaka lets into her
apartment a neighbor in a Princeton sweatshirt
she’d never met before to keep her company and
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pray. United in a common loss, Ukamaka is glad to
have someone she can confide in about her home,
her ex-boyfriend, her life as a graduate student in the
United States, and her ambitions. But, in her
eagerness to discover a new friend in Chinedu,
Ukamaka is slow to realize the tragic and desperate
secrets he is protecting from her. In this poignant,
stirring short depicting the solitary lives that
immigrants face in the United States, acclaimed
author of Purple Hibiscus and Half of a Yellow Sun
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie celebrates faith and the
fragile ties that can grant salvation. An ebook short.
Winner of the 2015 Man Booker Prize One of
Entertainment Weekly's Top 10 Books of the Decade
One of the Top 10 Books of 2014 – Michiko
Kakutani, The New York Times A “thrilling,
ambitious . . . intense” (Los Angeles Times) novel
that explores the attempted assassination of Bob
Marley in the late 1970s, from the author of Black
Leopard, Red Wolf In A Brief History of Seven
Killings, Marlon James combines brilliant storytelling
with his unrivaled skills of characterization and
meticulous eye for detail to forge an enthralling novel
of dazzling ambition and scope. On December 3,
1976, just before the Jamaican general election and
two days before Bob Marley was to play the Smile
Jamaica Concert to ease political tensions in
Kingston, seven gunmen stormed the singer’s
house, machine guns blazing. The attack wounded
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Marley, his wife, and his manager, and injured
several others. Little was officially released about the
gunmen, but much has been whispered, gossiped
and sung about in the streets of West Kingston.
Rumors abound regarding the assassins’ fates, and
there are suspicions that the attack was politically
motivated. A Brief History of Seven Killings delves
deep into that dangerous and unstable time in
Jamaica’s history and beyond. James deftly
chronicles the lives of a host of unforgettable
characters – gunmen, drug dealers, one-night
stands, CIA agents, even ghosts – over the course of
thirty years as they roam the streets of 1970s
Kingston, dominate the crack houses of 1980s New
York, and ultimately reemerge into the radically
altered Jamaica of the 1990s. Along the way, they
learn that evil does indeed cast long shadows, that
justice and retribution are inextricably linked, and
that no one can truly escape his fate. Gripping and
inventive, shocking and irresistible, A Brief History of
Seven Killings is a mesmerizing modern classic of
power, mystery, and insight.
One of the BBC's '100 Novels That Shaped Our World' A
worldwide bestseller and the first part of Achebe's
African Trilogy, Things Fall Apart is the compelling story
of one man's battle to protect his community against the
forces of change Okonkwo is the greatest wrestler and
warrior alive, and his fame spreads throughout West
Africa like a bush-fire in the harmattan. But when he
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accidentally kills a clansman, things begin to fall apart.
Then Okonkwo returns from exile to find missionaries
and colonial governors have arrived in the village. With
his world thrown radically off-balance he can only hurtle
towards tragedy. First published in 1958, Chinua
Achebe's stark, coolly ironic novel reshaped both African
and world literature, and has sold over ten million copies
in forty-five languages. This arresting parable of a proud
but powerless man witnessing the ruin of his people
begins Achebe's landmark trilogy of works chronicling
the fate of one African community, continued in Arrow of
God and No Longer at Ease. 'His courage and
generosity are made manifest in the work' Toni Morrison
'The writer in whose company the prison walls fell down'
Nelson Mandela 'A great book, that bespeaks a great,
brave, kind, human spirit' John Updike With an
Introduction by Biyi Bandele
Soaring with malicious poetry and almost unbearably
accurate in its characterizations, Martin Amis turns
Success into a sort of Jacobean revenge comedy. Its
antagonists are two mismatched foster brothers who
perform a merciless tango of class hatred, sexual rivalry,
and disappointed love.
The first African to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature,
as well as a political activist of prodigious energies, Wole
Soyinka now follows his modern classic Ake: The Years
of Childhood with an equally important chronicle of his
turbulent life as an adult in (and in exile from) his
beloved, beleaguered homeland. In the tough, humane,
and lyrical language that has typified his plays and
novels, Soyinka captures the indomitable spirit of Nigeria
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itself by bringing to life the friends and family who
bolstered and inspired him, and by describing the
pioneering theater works that defied censure and
tradition. Soyinka not only recounts his exile and the
terrible reign of General Sani Abacha, but shares vivid
memories and playful anecdotes–including his
improbable friendship with a prominent Nigerian
businessman and the time he smuggled a frozen wildcat
into America so that his students could experience a
proper Nigerian barbecue. More than a major figure in
the world of literature, Wole Soyinka is a courageous
voice for human rights, democracy, and freedom. You
Must Set Forth at Dawn is an intimate chronicle of his
thrilling public life, a meditation on justice and tyranny,
and a mesmerizing testament to a ravaged yet hopeful
land.
From the award-winning, bestselling author of
Americanah and We Should All Be Feminists—a haunting
story of love and war • Recipient of the Women’s Prize
for Fiction “Winner of Winners” award With effortless
grace, celebrated author Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
illuminates a seminal moment in modern African history:
Biafra's impassioned struggle to establish an
independent republic in southeastern Nigeria during the
late 1960s. We experience this tumultuous decade
alongside five unforgettable characters: Ugwu, a thirteenyear-old houseboy who works for Odenigbo, a university
professor full of revolutionary zeal; Olanna, the
professor’s beautiful young mistress who has
abandoned her life in Lagos for a dusty town and her
lover’s charm; and Richard, a shy young Englishman
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infatuated with Olanna’s willful twin sister Kainene. Half
of a Yellow Sun is a tremendously evocative novel of the
promise, hope, and disappointment of the Biafran war.
This third edition of stories from the Caine Prize for
African Writing includes works by writers from Nigeria,
Kenya, Zimbabwe and South Africa, most of whom have
never before been published.
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