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Happy Times In Norway
NAMED THE #1 BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY THE
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, A WITTY,
INFORMATIVE, AND POPULAR TRAVELOGUE
ABOUT THE SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES AND HOW
THEY MAY NOT BE AS HAPPY OR AS PERFECT AS
WE ASSUME Journalist Michael Booth has lived among
the Scandinavians for more than ten years, and he has
grown increasingly frustrated with the rose-tinted view of
this part of the world offered up by the Western media. In
this timely book he leaves his adopted home of Denmark
and embarks on a journey through all five of the Nordic
countries to discover who these curious tribes are, the
secrets of their success, and, most intriguing of all, what
they think of one another. Why are the Danes so happy,
despite having the highest taxes? Do the Finns really
have the best education system? Are the Icelanders as
feral as they sometimes appear? How are the
Norwegians spending their fantastic oil wealth? And why
do all of them hate the Swedes? In The Almost Nearly
Perfect People Michael Booth explains who the
Scandinavians are, how they differ and why, and what
their quirks and foibles are, and he explores why these
societies have become so successful and models for the
world. Along the way a more nuanced, often darker
picture emerges of a region plagued by taboos,
characterized by suffocating parochialism, and populated
by extremists of various shades. They may very well be
almost nearly perfect, but it isn't easy being
Scandinavian.
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“[Sigrid Undset] should be the next Elena Ferrante.”
—Slate The turbulent historical masterpiece of Norway’s
literary master A Penguin Classic In her great historical
epic Kristin Lavransdatter, set in fourteenth-century
Norway, Nobel laureate Sigrid Undset tells the life story
of one passionate and headstrong woman. Painting a
richly detailed backdrop, Undset immerses readers in the
day-to-day life, social conventions, and political and
religious undercurrents of the period. Now in one
volume, Tiina Nunnally’s award-winning definitive
translation brings this remarkable work to life with clarity
and lyrical beauty. As a young girl, Kristin is deeply
devoted to her father, a kind and courageous man. But
when as a student in a convent school she meets the
charming and impetuous Erlend Nikulaussøn, she defies
her parents in pursuit of her own desires. Her saga
continues through her marriage to Erlend, their
tumultuous life together raising seven sons as Erlend
seeks to strengthen his political influence, and finally
their estrangement as the world around them tumbles
into uncertainty. With its captivating heroine and
emotional potency, Kristin Lavransdatter is the
masterwork of Norway’s most beloved author—one of the
twentieth century’s most prodigious and engaged
literary minds—and, in Nunnally’s exquisite translation, a
story that continues to enthrall. This Penguin Classics
Deluxe Edition includes an introduction by Brad
Leithauser and features French flaps and deckle-edged
paper. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been
the leading publisher of classic literature in the Englishspeaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
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Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts
enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-todate translations by award-winning translators.
The latest Scandinavian publishing phenomenon is not a
Stieg Larsson–like thriller; it’s a book about chopping,
stacking, and burning wood that has sold more than
200,000 copies in Norway and Sweden and has been a
fixture on the bestseller lists there for more than a year.
Norwegian Wood provides useful advice on the rustic
hows and whys of taking care of your heating needs, but
it’s also a thoughtful attempt to understand man’s ageold predilection for stacking wood and passion for open
fires. An intriguing window into the exoticism of
Scandinavian culture, the book also features enough
inherently interesting facts and anecdotes and inspired
prose to make it universally appealing. The U.S. edition
is a fully updated version of the Norwegian original, and
includes an appendix of U.S.-based resources and
contacts.
In medieval Norway, spirited and passionate Kristin
Lavransdatter must choose between the honor of her
proud father and her own loyalty and devotion to the man
she loves
A distinguished one-volume history of Norway, from the
Vikings through the Resistance of World War II. "Full,
objective, and thoroughly readable history, rich in
content.... The result is a well-rounded treatment of
Norwegian life—political, religious, economic, and
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intellectual—during the long centuries.... Easily the most
important history of Norway in the English language
since Gjerset."—N. Y. Times Originally published in 1948.
The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-ondemand technology to again make available previously
out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the
original texts of these important books while presenting
them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The
goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase
access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the
thousands of books published by Princeton University
Press since its founding in 1905.
Happy Times in Norway is a moving and delicately
humorous picture of Undset’s own blissful home life
before her nation fell to the Nazi occupation. Captured
here is the excitement of a Norwegian Christmas, the
Seventeenth of May, and summer in the idyllic
mountains, as well as the chaotic adventure of raising
two energetic boys. With vivid detail and illuminating
descriptions of the landscape, Happy Times in Norway is
infused with the wish that those cherished days could
come again.
Inspired by tales of the hero Vilmund Vidutan and his
fellow knights, Sigurd Jonsson and his young friends Ivar
and Helge set out to reenact these exploits on their
medieval Norwegian farm. They carve swords and
lances and spend hours making shields. With a little
imagination, a pasture becomes a battlefield, an old boar
their greatest foe, and they pass many hours jousting
and dueling. But when the summer is nearly over, the
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three boys stumble into real trouble and must prove their
courage in an adventure all their own. Written during
Sigrid Undset’s time in New York, Sigurd and His Brave
Companions will make medieval Norway come alive for
young and old readers alike.
It is Norway in the thirteenth century, a land rent by
unremitting warfare and feebly lit by Christianity. Olav
Audunsson was once an outlaw; now he is a man of
wealth and stature. But he is haunted by the memory of
crimes for which there is no easy atonement and by
losses that may never be redeemed.
At the end of World War II, twenty-year-old Vera is
brutally raped by an unknown assailant. From that rape
is born a boy named Fred, a misfit who later becomes a
talented boxer. Vera’s young son, Barnum, forms a
special but bizarre relationship with his half brother,
fraught with rivalry and dependence as well as love. “I
should have been your father,” Fred tells Barnum,
“instead of the fool who says he is.” It is Barnum, who is
now a screenwriter with a fondness for lies and alcohol,
who narrates his family’s saga. As he shares his
family’s history, he chronicles generations of
independent women and absent and flawed men whom
he calls the Night Men. Among them is his father, Arnold,
who bequeaths to Barnum his circus name, his
excessively small stature, and a con man’s belief in the
power of illusion. Filled with a galaxy of finely etched
characters, this prize-winning novel is a tour de force and
a literary masterpiece richly deserving of the accolades it
has received.
Winner of the 2020 Believer Book Award for Fiction "A
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brilliant study of the mundane, full of unexpected detours
and driving prose. Hjorth's novel ingeniously orbits the
intimate stories that are possible only when a character
has put words on paper and sent them through the post."
– New York Times Book Review, “The Best Post Office
Novel You Will Read Before the Election” "Vigdis Hjorth
is one of my favorite contemporary writers." – Sheila
Heti, author of Motherhood and How Should a Person
Be? From the author of the 2019 National Book Award
Longlisted Will and Testament Ellinor, a 35-year-old
media consultant, has not been feeling herself; she's not
been feeling much at all lately. Far beyond jaded, she
picks through an old diary and fails to recognise the
woman in its pages, seemingly as far away from the
world around her as she's ever been. But when her
coworker vanishes overnight, an unusual new task is
dropped on her desk. Off she goes to meet the
Norwegian Postal Workers Union, setting the ball rolling
on a strange and transformative six months. This is an
existential scream of a novel about loneliness (and the
postal service!), written in Vigdis Hjorth's trademark
spare, rhythmic and cutting style.
In Kristin Lavransdatter (1920-1922), Sigrid Undset
interweaves political, social, and religious history with the
daily aspects of family life to create a colorful, richly
detailed tapestry of Norway during the fourteenthcentury. The trilogy, however, is more than a journey into
the past. Undset's own life-her familiarity with Norse
sagas and folklore and with a wide range of medieval
literature, her experiences as a daughter, wife, and
mother, and her deep religious faith-profoundly
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influenced her writing. Her grasp of the connections
between past and present and of human nature itself,
combined with the extraordinary quality of her writing,
sets her works far above the genre of "historical novels."
This new translation by Tina Nunnally-the first English
version since Charles Archer's translation in the 1920scaptures Undset's strengths as a stylist. Nunnally, an
award-winning translator, retains the natural dialog and
lyrical flow of the original Norwegian, with its echoes of
Old Norse legends, while deftly avoiding the stilted
language and false archaisms of Archer's translation. In
addition, she restores key passages left out of that
edition. Undset's ability to present a meticulously
accurate historical portrait without sacrificing the poetry
and narrative drive of masterful storytelling was
particularly significant in her homeland. Granted
independence in 1905 after five hundred years of foreign
domination, Norway was eager to reclaim its national
history and culture. Kristin Lavransdatter became a
touchstone for Undset's contemporaries, and continues
to be widely read by Norwegians today. In the more than
75 years since it was first published, it has also become
a favorite throughout the world.
Crime Writers Association John Creasey Dagger Award
winner An ECONOMIST TOP FICTION TITLE OF THE
YEAR A FINANCIAL TIMES BEST BOOK OF THE
YEAR A GUARDIAN BEST CRIME AND THRILLER OF
THE YEAR A KIRKUS REVIEWS BEST CRIME NOVEL
OF THE YEAR “A soulful, humane, and sparklingly
funny novel. Spend some time with Sheldon and
company in the Scandinavian wilderness and you just
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might make peace with your god, your ghosts, and
yourself.” — Gary Shteyngart, author of Super Sad True
Love Story Sheldon Horowitz—widowed, impatient,
impertinent—has grudgingly agreed to leave New York
and move in with his granddaughter, Rhea, and her new
husband, Lars, in Norway—a country of blue and ice with
one thousand Jews, not one of them a former Marine
sniper in the Korean War turned watch repairman. Not
until now, anyway. Home alone one morning, Sheldon
witnesses a dispute between the woman who lives
upstairs and an aggressive stranger. When events turn
dire, Sheldon seizes and shields the neighbor’s young
son from the violence, and they flee the scene. As
Sheldon and the boy look for a safe haven in an alien
world, past and present weave together, forcing them
ever forward to a wrenching moment of truth. “This is
one of the best books of the season, of any genre.” —
Buffalo News “Miller joins the ranks of Stieg Larsson,
Henning Mankell, and Jo Nesbø, the holy trinity of
Scandinavian crime novelists.” — Booklist (starred
review) AN INDIE NEXT SELECTION
The acknowledged masterpiece of the Nobel Prizewinning Norwegian novelist Sigrid Undset, Kristin
Lavransdatter has never been out of print in this country
since its first publication in 1927. Its story of a woman's
life in fourteenth-century Norway has kept its hold on
generations of readers, and the heroine,
Kristin—beautiful, strong-willed, and passionate—stands
with the world's great literary figures. Volume 11, The
Mistress of Husaby, tells of Kristin's troubled and
eventful married life on the great estate of Husaby, to
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which her husband has taken her.
Inspired by tales of hero Vilmund Vidutan and his fellow
knights, young Sigurd Jonsson and his friends endeavor
to reenact favorite exploits on a medieval Norwegian
farm with homemade swords, lances and shields, in a
culturally evocative rerelease of a mid-20th-century
classic. Reprint.
In 1940, when the Nazis reach their Norwegian village, twelveyear-old Peter and his friends use their sleds to transport gold
bullion to the secret harbor where Peter's uncle waits to take
it to the United States for safekeeping.
Stunning and elegiac, Norwegian Wood first propelled Haruki
Murakami into the forefront of the literary scene. Toru, a
serious young college student in Tokyo, is devoted to Naoko,
a beautiful and introspective young woman, but their mutual
passion is marked by the tragic death of their best friend
years before. As Naoko retreats further into her own world,
Toru finds himself drawn to a fiercely independent and
sexually liberated young woman. A magnificent coming-ofage story steeped in nostalgia, Norwegian Wood blends the
music, the mood, and the ethos that were the sixties with a
young man’s hopeless and heroic first love.
Undertit.: A History from the Vikings to Our Own Times. Dette
er en fremstilling av Norges historie, opprinnelig skrevet for
studenter i historie. Den er nå oversatt til engelsk for å gi
interesserte som ikke behersker norsk mulighet til å få et
innblikk i norsk historie. Boken har fire hoveddeler, den første
går fra vikingtiden og frem til 1536, den andre strekker seg fra
1536 til 1814, tredje fra 1814 til 1945 og fjerde del tar for seg
etterkrigstiden. Bak i boken finnes en kronologisk oversikt
over Norges historie, litteraturliste og forklaringer på en del
spesielle norske ord og uttrykk. Noen illustrasjoner.
Bidragsytere er Rolf Danielsen, Ståle Dyrvik, Tore Grønlie,
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Knut Helle og Edgar Hovland. Oversatt til engelsk: Michael
Drake. 486 s., ill., ib., 1998.
A rerelease of a mid-20th-century collection, edited by the
1928 winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature and featuring
evocative illustrations by an acclaimed World War II-era artist,
is comprised of classic Norwegian folktales, including "True
and Untrue" and "East o' the Sun and West o' the Moon."
Reprint.
'I don't think I could ever love a man so dearly that I would go
against my parents' will for his sake.' Set in fourteenth-century
Norway, The Wreathbegins the life story of Kristin
Lavransdatter. Starting with Kristin's childhood and continuing
through her romance with Erlend Nikulausson, a dangerously
charming and impetuous man, Sigrid Undset re-creates the
historical backdrop in vivid detail, immersing readers in the
day-to-day life, Social conventions, and political
undercurrents of the period. But the story she tells is a
modern one, brought to life with clarity and lyrical beauty in
this remarkable translation by Tiina Nunnally. Defying her
parents and stubbornly pursuing her own happiness, Kristin
emerges as a woman who loves with power and passion. 'A
masterpiece . . . writing in a prose as vigorous, articulate and
naturalistic as the novel it re-creates, Tiina Nunnally brilliantly
captures a world both remote and strangely familiar.'
-PEN/Book-of-the-Month Club Translation Prize citation
The first historical novel by the Nobel Prize-winning author of
Kristin Lavransdatter A Penguin Classic More than a decade
before writing Kristin Lavransdatter, the trilogy about
fourteenth-century Norway that won her the Nobel Prize,
Sigrid Undset published Gunnar’s Daughter, a brief, swiftly
moving tale about a more violent period of her country’s
history, the Saga Age. Set in Norway and Iceland at the
beginning of the eleventh century, Gunnar's Daughter is the
story of the beautiful, spoiled Vigdis Gunnarsdatter, who is
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raped by the man she had wanted to love. A woman of
courage and intelligence, Vigdis is toughened by adversity.
Alone she raises the child conceived in violence, repeatedly
defending her autonomy in a world governed by men. Alone
she rebuilds her life and restores her family's honor—until an
unremitting social code propels her to take the action that
again destroys her happiness. First published in 1909,
Gunnar's Daughter was in part a response to the rise of
nationalism and Norway's search for a national identity in its
Viking past. But unlike most of the Viking-inspired art of its
period, Gunnar's Daughter is not a historical romance. It is a
skillful conversation between two historical moments about
questions as troublesome in Undset's own time—and in
ours—as they were in the Saga Age: rape and revenge, civil
and domestic violence, troubled marriages, and children
made victims of their parents' problems.
Nobel Prize winner Sigrid Undset’s life at Bjerkebæk, her
retreat in Lillehammer, Norway Inside the Gate offers readers
a rare glimpse into Sigrid Undset’s life at her home,
Bjerkebæk, now a museum and national landmark in
Lillehammer, Norway. Immensely protective of her privacy,
Undset filled the timbered house with books and created a
writing space where she authored many of her famous works,
including Kristin Lavransdatter. There she also raised her
three children, tended to her beloved garden, and welcomed
close friends and family members during three decades of
personal joys, sorrows, and hard work. Drawing on a wealth
of historical documents, Nan Bentzen Skille’s lively narrative
presents an intimate portrait of Sigrid Undset’s intense
emotional life and creative endeavors, with Bjerkebæk at the
center of it all. Many photographs vividly illustrate the text. For
readers who have long admired Undset’s literature, Inside
the Gate provides new insight into the life and work of the
Nobel Prize winner.
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Olav Audunsson and Ingunn Steinfinnsdatter became lovers
when they were barely beyond childhood and endured a long
and bitter separation before they could wed. Now they are
beginning what each hopes will be a new life--but in Ingunn's
past lies the shame of an illegitimate child and in Olav's past
lies murder. And the guilt they carry may prove more
destructive of their happiness than all the years they spent as
outcasts. --From publisher's description.
We were going out stealing horses. That was what he said,
standing at the door to the cabin where I was spending the
summer with my father. I was fifteen. It was 1948 and oneof
the first days of July. Trond's friend Jon often appeared at his
doorstep with an adventure in mind for the two of them. But
this morning was different. What began as a joy ride on
"borrowed" horses ends with Jon falling into a strange trance
of grief. Trond soon learns what befell Jon earlier that day—an
incident that marks the beginning of a series of vital losses for
both boys. Set in the easternmost region of Norway, Out
Stealing Horses by Per Petterson begins with an ending.
Sixty-seven-year-old Trond has settled into a rustic cabin in
an isolated area to live the rest of his life with a quiet
deliberation. A meeting with his only neighbor, however,
forces him to reflect on that fateful summer.
"For those unaware—as I was until I read this book—that Mark
Twain was one of America's early animal advocates, Shelley
Fisher Fishkin's collection of his writings on animals will come
as a revelation. Many of these pieces are as fresh and lively
as when they were first written, and it's wonderful to have
them gathered in one place." —Peter Singer, author of Animal
Liberation and The Life You Can Save “A truly exhilarating
work. Mark Twain's animal-friendly views would not be out of
place today, and indeed, in certain respects, Twain is still
ahead of us: claiming, correctly, that there are certain
degraded practices that only humans inflict on one another
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and upon other animals. Fishkin has done a splendid job: I
cannot remember reading something so consistently
excellent."—Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson, author of When
Elephants Weep and The Face on Your Plate "Shelley Fisher
Fishkin has given us the lifelong arc of the great man's antic,
hilarious, and subtly profound explorations of the animal
world, and she's guided us through it with her own trademark
wit and acumen. Dogged if she hasn't." —Ron Powers, author
of Dangerous Water: A Biography of the Boy Who Became
Mark Twain and Mark Twain: A Life
The acknowledged masterpiece of the Nobel Prize-winning
Norwegian novelist Sigrid Undset, Kristin Lavransdatter has
never been out of print in this country since its first publication
in 1927. Its story of a woman's life in fourteenth-century
Norway has kept its hold on generations of readers, and the
heroine, Kristin—beautiful, strong-willed, and
passionate—stands with the world's great literary
figures.Volume 111, The Cross, shows Kristin still
indomitable, reconstructing her world after the devastation of
the Black Death and the loss of almost everything that she
has loved.
Two short stories and a novel by the great Norwegian writer
captures life in the capital in 1900.
“[Sigrid Undset] should be the next Elena Ferrante.” —Slate A
Penguin Classic Kristin Lavransdatter interweaves political,
social, and religious history with the daily aspects of family life
to create a colorful, richly detailed tapestry of Norway during
the fourteenth-century. The trilogy, however, is more than a
journey into the past. Undset's own life—her familiarity with
Norse sagas and folklore and with a wide range of medieval
literature, her experiences as a daughter, wife, and mother,
and her deep religious faith—profoundly influenced her writing.
Her grasp of the connections between past and present and
of human nature itself, combined with the extraordinary
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quality of her writing, sets her works far above the genre of
"historical novels." This new translation by Tina Nunnally—the
first English version since Charles Archer's translation in the
1920s—captures Undset's strengths as a stylist. Nunnally, an
award-winning translator, retains the natural dialog and lyrical
flow of the original Norwegian, with its echoes of Old Norse
legends, while deftly avoiding the stilted language and false
archaisms of Archer's translation. In addition, she restores
key passages left out of that edition. Undset's ability to
present a meticulously accurate historical portrait without
sacrificing the poetry and narrative drive of masterful
storytelling was particularly significant in her homeland.
Granted independence in 1905 after five hundred years of
foreign domination, Norway was eager to reclaim its national
history and culture. Kristin Lavransdatter became a
touchstone for Undset's contemporaries, and continues to be
widely read by Norwegians today. In the more than 75 years
since it was first published, it has also become a favorite
throughout the world. For more than seventy years, Penguin
has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts
enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
Olav Audunsson has outlived his enemies and the woman he
loves only to see his rebellious son Eirik repeat his mistakes.

A harrowing and thorough account of the massacre
that upended Norway, and the trial that helped put
the country back together On July 22, 2011, Anders
Behring Breivik detonated a bomb outside
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government buildings in central Oslo, killing eight
people. He then proceeded to a youth camp on the
island of Utøya, where he killed sixty-nine more,
most of them teenage members of Norway's
governing Labour Party. In One of Us, the journalist
Åsne Seierstad tells the story of this terrible day and
what led up to it. What made Breivik, a gifted child
from an affluent neighborhood in Oslo, become a
terrorist? As in her bestseller The Bookseller of
Kabul, Seierstad excels at the vivid portraiture of
lives under stress. She delves deep into Breivik's
troubled childhood, showing how a hip-hop and
graffiti aficionado became a right-wing activist and
Internet game addict, and then an entrepreneur,
Freemason, and self-styled master warrior who
sought to "save Norway" from the threat of Islam and
multiculturalism. She writes with equal intimacy
about Breivik's victims, tracing their political
awakenings, aspirations to improve their country,
and ill-fated journeys to the island. By the time
Seierstad reaches Utøya, we know both the killer
and those he will kill. We have also gotten to know
an entire country—famously peaceful and
prosperous, and utterly incapable of protecting its
youth.
The author recalls the invasion of her native Norway
in the spring of 1940, her retreat to Sweden and her
trip across Russia and Siberia to Japan, and finally
across the Pacific to the United States.
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In The Axe, we meet Olav Audunsson and Ingunn
Steinfinnsdatter, who were betrothed as children and
raised as brother and sister. Now, in the
heedlessness of youth, they become lovers,
unaware that their ardor will forge the first link in a
chain of murder, exile, and disgrace. --From
publisher's description.
First published in 1911 when the author was 29, this
unsparing novel tells the story of Jenny Winge, a
talented Norwegian painter whose search for artistic
inspiration in Rome lands her in the arms of a
married man. Her decision to have their baby out of
wedlock and raise it by herself brought charges of
immorality against the author, winner of the Nobel
Prize in literature in 1928, and the book. This is a
new translation and the first English edition of Jenny
since 1921, with censored passages restored.
Everyone and everything leaps off the page. The
New York Times Book Review
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