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Henry III was a medieval king whose long reign continues to have a profound impact on us today. He was on the throne for 56 years and
during this time England was transformed from being the private play-thing of a French speaking dynasty into a medieval state in which the
king answered for his actions to an English parliament, which emerged during Henry's lifetime. Despite Henry's central importance for the
birth of parliament and the development of a state recognisably modern in many of its institutions, it is Henry's most vociferous opponent,
Simon de Montfort, who is in many ways more famous than the monarch himself. Henry is principally known today as the driving force behind
the building of Westminster Abbey, but he deserves to be better understood for many reasons - as Stephen Church's sparkling account
makes clear. Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short, fresh, expert accounts of England's rulers in a highly collectible format
Henry II conquered the largest empire of any English medieval king. Yet it is the people around him we remember: his wife Eleanor, whom he
seduced from the French king; his son Richard the Lionheart; Thomas Becket, murdered in his cathedral. Who was this great, yet tragic king?
For fans of Dan Jones, George RR Martin and Bernard Cornwell.
The Gothic KingA Biography of Henry IIIPeter Owen Publishers
Henry I, son of William the Conqueror, ruled from 1100 to 1135, a time of fundamental change in the Anglo-Norman world. This long-awaited
biography, written by one of the most distinguished medievalists of his generation, offers a major reassessment of Henry’s character and
reign. Challenging the dark and dated portrait of the king as brutal, greedy, and repressive, it argues instead that Henry’s rule was based on
reason and order. C. Warren Hollister points out that Henry laid the foundations for judicial and financial institutions usually attributed to his
grandson, Henry II. Royal government was centralized and systematized, leading to firm, stable, and peaceful rule for his subjects in both
England and Normandy. By mid-reign Henry I was the most powerful king in Western Europe, and with astute diplomacy, an intelligence
network, and strategic marriages of his children (legitimate and illegitimate), he was able to undermine the various coalitions mounted against
him. Henry strove throughout his reign to solidify the Anglo-Norman dynasty, and his marriage linked the Normans to the Old English line.
Hollister vividly describes Henry’s life and reign, places them against the political background of the time, and provides analytical studies of
the king and his magnates, the royal administration, and relations between king and church. The resulting volume is one that will be
welcomed by students and general readers alike.
The first extended study of relics of the blood of Christ, the 'Holy Blood'.
This volume discusses the long reign of Henry III (1216-1272). It examines subjects such as the whole nature of Henry III"s personal rule, the
immediate causes of the revolution of 1258, the rise of Simon de Montfort, and the explosive development of Engli

In 1204, the great Angevin Empire created by the joining of the dynasties of Henry II of England and his queen, Eleanor
of Aquitaine, was fragmenting. At its height, the family landholdings had been among the largest the world had ever seen.
From the border of England and Scotland in the north to south of the Pyrenees, it seemed there was nowhere in Europe
destined to escape Plantagenet control. Yet within five years of his accession, King John’s grip on the family holdings
was loosening. Betrayal against his father and brother, the murder of his nephew, and breaking promises made to his
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supporters were just some of the accusations levelled against him. When Philip II conquered Normandy, the chroniclers
believed that an ancient prophecy was fulfilled: that in this year the sword would be separated from the sceptre. For the
first time since 1066, England’s rule over the ancestral land was over. For John, troubles on the continent were just the
beginning of a series of challenges that would ultimately define his reign. Difficult relations with the papacy and clergy,
coupled with rising dissent among his barons ensured conflict would not be limited to the continent. When John died in
1216, more than half of the country was in the hands of the dauphin of France. Never had the future of the Plantagenet
dynasty looked more uncertain. As the following pages will show, throughout the first eighteen years of the reign of Henry
III, the future direction of England as a political state, the identity of the ruling family and the fate of Henry II’s lost empire
were still matters that could have gone either way. For the advisors of the young king, led by the influential regent,
William Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke, the effects of John’s reign would be long and severe. Successful implementation
of the failed Magna Carta may have ensured his son’s short-term survival, yet living up to such promises created
arguably a more significant challenge. This is the story of how the varying actions of two very different kings both
threatened and created the English way of life, and ultimately put England on the path to its Lost Civil War.
This account of two strong medieval women and their relationship “thoroughly engrosses you in a story hundreds of
years past”(Seattle Book Review). Born in 1223, Eleanor of Provence has come to England at the age of twelve to marry
the king, Henry III. He’s sixteen years older, but was a boy when he ascended the throne. He’s a kind, sensitive sort
whose only personal attachments to women so far have been to his three sisters. The youngest of those sisters is called
Eleanor too. She was only nine when, for political reasons, her first marriage took place, but she’s already a chaste
twenty-year-old widow when the new queen arrives in 1236. Soon, this Eleanor will marry the rising star of her brother’s
court, a French parvenu named Simon de Montfort, thus wedding the fates of these four people together in an England
about to undergo some of the most profound changes in its history. The Two Eleanors of Henry III is a tale that spans
decades, with loyalty to family and principles at stake, in a land where foreigners are subject to intense scrutiny and
jealousy. The relationship between these two sisters-in-law, close but ultimately doomed, reflects not just the turbulence
and tragedy of their times, but also the brilliance and splendor.
The youngest of William the Conqueror's sons, Henry I (1100-35) was never meant to be king, but he was destined to
become one of the greatest of all medieval monarchs, both through his own ruthlessness and intelligence and through
the dynastic legacy of his daughter Matilda, who began the Plantagenet line that would rule England until 1485. A selfconsciously diligent and thoughtful king, his rule was looked back on as the real post-invasion re-founding of England as
a new realm, integrated into the continent, wealthy and stable. Edmund King's wonderful portrait of Henry shows him as
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a strikingly charismatic and thoughtful man. His life was dogged by a single great disaster, the death of his teenage heir
William in the White Ship disaster. Despite astonishing numbers of illegitimate sons, Henry was now left with only a
daughter. This fact would shape the rest of the 12th century and beyond.
Aspects of the political, social, cultural, economic and ecclesiastical history of medieval England re-examined.
The first major biography of a truly formidable king, whose reign was one of the most dramatic and important of the entire
Middle Ages, leading to war and conquest on an unprecedented scale. Edward I is familiar to millions as "Longshanks,"
conqueror of Scotland and nemesis of Sir William Wallace (in "Braveheart"). Yet this story forms only the final chapter of
the king's action-packed life. Earlier, Edward had defeated and killed the famous Simon de Montfort in battle; travelled to
the Holy Land; conquered Wales, extinguishing forever its native rulers and constructing a magnificent chain of castles.
He raised the greatest armies of the Middle Ages and summoned the largest parliaments; notoriously, he expelled all the
Jews from his kingdom.The longest-lived of England's medieval kings, he fathered fifteen children with his first wife,
Eleanor of Castile, and, after her death, he erected the Eleanor Crosses—the grandest funeral monuments ever fashioned
for an English monarch. In this book, Marc Morris examines afresh the forces that drove Edward throughout his relentless
career: his character, his Christian faith, and his sense of England's destiny—a sense shaped in particular by the tales of
the legendary King Arthur. He also explores the competing reasons that led Edward's opponents (including Robert
Bruce) to resist him. The result is a sweeping story, immaculately researched yet compellingly told, and a vivid picture of
medieval Britain at the moment when its future was decided.
Studies the eye of the medieval English monarch, focusing upon the religious disputes and political reforms that marked
his reign
Richard III - William Shakespeare - Richard III is a play by William Shakespeare. It was probably written c. 1592–1594. It
is labelled a history in the First Folio, and is usually considered one, but it is sometimes called a tragedy, as in the quarto
edition. Richard III concludes Shakespeare's first tetralogy (also containing Henry VI, Part 1, and Henry VI, Part 2, and
Henry VI, Part 3) and depicts the Machiavellian rise to power and subsequent short reign of King Richard III of England. It
is the second longest play in the Shakespearean canon, and is the longest of the First Folio, whose version of Hamlet,
otherwise the longest, is shorter than its quarto counterpart. The play is often abridged for brevity, and peripheral
characters removed. In such cases, extra lines are often invented or added from elsewhere to establish the nature of the
characters' relationships. A further reason for abridgment is that Shakespeare assumed his audiences' familiarity with his
Henry VI plays, frequently referring to these plays.
The tumultuous reign of Henry III, England's forgotten king.
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The close political, economic and cultural ties that developed between England and its neighbours were a defining
feature of the rule of Henry III, which permeated nearly all levels of society from the king and his barons to the Church
and merchants, artisans and fortune hunters. They were evident both in the high politics of Henry III, as well as in the
more general cultural developments, as can be seen in the French architecture, Italian masonry and German goldwork of
Westminster Abbey. They can likewise be traced with regard to individuals such as Simon de Montfort, whose family was
active in the Holy Land, Languedoc, Northern France and England. In short, thirteenth century England formed part of a
broader European cultural, political and economic commonwealth. The essays that form this volume demonstrate the
variety and strength of these contacts between England and her neighbours during Henry's reign, and by seeking to
place Henry's England within a broader geographical and thematic range, will contribute to a broader understanding of
England's place within thirteenth century Europe.
Henry IV (1399-1413), the son of John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster, seized the English throne at the age of thirty-two
from his cousin Richard II and held it until his death, aged forty-five, when he was succeeded by his son, Henry V. This
comprehensive and nuanced biography restores to his rightful place a king often overlooked in favor of his illustrious
progeny. Henry faced the usual problems of usurpers: foreign wars, rebellions, and plots, as well as the ambitions and
demands of the Lancastrian retainers who had helped him win the throne. By 1406 his rule was broadly established, and
although he became ill shortly after this and never fully recovered, he retained ultimate power until his death. Using a
wide variety of previously untapped archival materials, Chris Given-Wilson reveals a cultured, extravagant, and skeptical
monarch who crushed opposition ruthlessly but never quite succeeded in satisfying the expectations of his own
supporters.
This first comprehensive biography of Henry I, the youngest son of William the Conqueror and an elusive figure for
historians, offers a rich and compelling account of his tumultuous life and reign. Judith Green argues that although
Henry's primary concern was defence of his inheritance this did not preclude expansion where circumstances were
propitious, notably into Welsh territory. His skilful dealings with the Scots permitted consolidation of Norman rule in the
northern counties of England, while in Normandy every sinew was strained to defend frontiers through political alliances
and stone castles. Green argues that although Henry's own outlook was essentially traditional, the legacy of this
fascinating and ruthless personality included some fundamentally important developments in governance. She also
sheds light on Henry's court, suggesting that it made an important contribution to the flowering of court culture throughout
twelfth-century Europe.
Simon de Montfort's combination of charisma, determination, and fearlessness made him one of the greatest men of his
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age. This new biography marks 750 years since Montfort established the earliest forerunner of our modern parliament.
In The Restless Kings Nick Barratt presents the tumultuous struggle for supremacy between the first Plantagenet king, Henry II,
and his four sons - a drama that tore apart the most powerful family in western Europe and shaped the future of two nations. As
well as exploring the personalities and crises facing these extraordinary people as a family, The Restless Kings follows them as
they raced around western Europe, struggling to hold together a vast conglomeration of lands - often through force of arms - whilst
constantly harried by the their nominal overlord and arch rival, Philip Augustus, king of France. Although the key events took place
over 800 years ago, their significance still resonates today. Whether you're looking for the root causes of Brexit or tension in the
Middle East, their origins can be found in the actions of the Angevin kings of England. The Restless Kings will challenge
everything you assumed you knew about the medieval world. Above all, it brings to life some of the most remarkable, complex,
flawed and brilliant monarchs ever to have sat on the English throne.
Intended as a military biography, this book studies the scope of Henry Plantagenet's warfare during his tenure as count of Anjou,
duke of Normandy, and king of England. Relying heavily upon medieval documents, it analyzes his generalship and reexamines
his place amongst the important military commanders in English history.
This first modern study of Henry the Young King, eldest son of Henry II but the least known Plantagenet monarch, explores the
brief but eventful life of the only English ruler after the Norman Conquest to be created co-ruler in his father's lifetime. Crowned at
fifteen to secure an undisputed succession, Henry played a central role in the politics of Henry II's great empire and was hailed as
the embodiment of chivalry. Yet, consistently denied direct rule, the Young King was provoked first into heading a major rebellion
against his father, then to waging a bitter war against his brother Richard for control of Aquitaine, dying before reaching the age of
thirty having never assumed actual power. In this remarkable history, Matthew Strickland provides a richly colored portrait of an allbut-forgotten royal figure tutored by Thomas Becket, trained in arms by the great knight William Marshal, and incited to rebellion by
his mother Eleanor of Aquitaine, while using his career to explore the nature of kingship, succession, dynastic politics, and
rebellion in twelfth-century England and France.
Henry II is the most imposing figure among the medieval kings of England. His fiefs and domains extended from the Atlantic to the
Mediterranean, and his court was frequented by the greatest thinkers and men of letters of his time, besides ambassadors from all
over Europe. Yet his is a reign of paradoxes: best known for his dramatic conflicts with his own wife and sons and with Thomas
Becket, it was also a crucial period in the evolution of legal and governmental institutions. Here experts in the field provide
significant reevaluations of its most important aspects. Topics include Henry's accession and his relations with the papacy, the
French king, other rulers in the British Isles and the Norman baronage; the development of the common law and the coinage; the
court and its literary milieu; the use of Arthurian legend for political purposes; and the career of the Young King Henry, while the
introduction examines the historiography of the reign. CONTRIBUTORS: MARTIN ALLEN, MARTIN AURELL, NICK BARRATT,
PAUL BRAND, SEAN DUFFY, ANNE DUGGAN, JEAN DUBABIN, JOHN GILLINGHAM, EDMUND KING, DANIEL POWER, IAN
Page 5/7

Get Free Henry Iii The Great King England Never Knew It Had
SHORT, MATTHEW STRICKLAND CHRISTOPHER HARPER-BILL and NICHOLAS VINCENT are Professors of Medieval History
at the University of East Anglia.
The first biography in many years of Henry IIIThe son and successor of Bad King John, Henry III reigned for 56 years from 1216,
the first child king in England for 200 years. England went on to prosper during his reign and his greatest monument is
Westminster Abbey, which he made the seat of his government—indeed, Henry III was the first English King to call a parliament.
Though often overlooked by historians, Henry III was a unique figure coming out of a chivalric yet Gothic era: a compulsive builder
of daunting castles and epic sepulchres; a powerful, unyielding monarch who faced down the De Montfort rebellion and waged war
with Wales and France; and, much more than his father, Henry was the king who really hammered out the terms of the Magna
Carta with the barons. John Paul Davis brings all his forensic skills and insights to the grand story of the Gothic King in this, the
only biography in print of a most remarkable monarch.
The Kings Gallant is deserving of recognition, in that it is not only a novelization of one of the earliest of Dumas plays, but it
marked a distinct triumph in his career. When Henri III et sa Cour first appeared, it was sneered at, then denounced; but the great
French dramatist believed in his work, and, after a season of storm and stress, it put to flight the purblind critics, crushing their
fossil pleas for continuance of the long-winded and very mechanical speeches and labored action that were part and parcel of
plays of the period. If this work is full with the rushing sap of springs apple-trees, it is because Dumas was but a youth when he
wrote it; but a youth who, later on, made the delighted French proclaim him their "Wizard of Fiction."
More than just a single-minded warrior-king, Henry V comes to life in this fresh account as a gifted ruler acutely conscious of spiritual matters
and his subjects’ welfare Shakespeare’s centuries-old portrayal of Henry V established the king’s reputation as a warmongering monarch, a
perception that has persisted ever since. But in this exciting, thoroughly researched volume a different view of Henry emerges: a
multidimensional ruler of great piety, a hands-on governor who introduced a radically new conception of England’s European role in secular
and ecclesiastical affairs, a composer of music, an art patron, and a dutiful king who fully appreciated his obligations toward those he ruled.
Historian Malcolm Vale draws on extensive primary archival evidence that includes many documents annotated or endorsed in Henry’s own
hand. Focusing on a series of themes—the interaction between king and church, the rise of the English language as a medium of government
and politics, the role of ceremony in Henry’s kingship, and more—Vale revises understandings of Henry V and his conduct of the everyday
affairs of England, Normandy, and the kingdom of France.
King Henry III of France has not suffered well at the hands of posterity. Generally depicted as at best a self-indulgent, ineffectual ruler, and at
worst a debauched tyrant responsible for a series of catastrophic political blunders, his reputation has long been a poor one. Yet recent
scholarship has begun to question the validity of this judgment and look for a more rounded assessment of the man and his reign. For, as this
new biography of Henry demonstrates, there is far more to this fascinating monarch than the pantomime villain depicted by previous
generations of historians and novelists. Based upon a rich and diverse range of primary sources, this book traces Henry’s life from his birth in
1551, the sixth child of Henri II and Catherine de’ Medici. It following his upbringing as the Wars of Religion began to tear France apart, his
election as king of Poland in 1573, and his assumption of the French crown a year later following the death of his brother Charles IX. The first
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English-language biography of Henry for over 150 years, this study thoroughly and dispassionately reassesses his life in light of recent
scholarship and in the context of broader European diplomatic, political and religious history. In so doing the book not only provides a more
nuanced portrait of the monarch himself, but also helps us better understand the history of France during this traumatic time.
The first in a ground-breaking two-volume history of Henry III's rule "Professor Carpenter is one of Britain's foremost medievalists...No one
knows more about Henry, and a lifetime of scholarship is here poured out, elegantly and often humorously. This is a fine, judicious,
illuminating work that should be the standard study of the reign for generations to come."--Dan Jones, The Sunday Times Nine years of age
when he came to the throne in 1216, Henry III had to rule within the limits set by the establishment of Magna Carta and the emergence of
parliament. Pacific, conciliatory, and deeply religious, Henry brought many years of peace to England and rebuilt Westminster Abbey in honor
of his patron saint, Edward the Confessor. He poured money into embellishing his palaces and creating a magnificent court. Yet this
investment in "soft power" did not prevent a great revolution in 1258, led by Simon de Montfort, ending Henry's personal rule. Eminent
historian David Carpenter brings to life Henry's character and reign as never before. Using source material of unparalleled richness--material
that makes it possible to get closer to Henry than any other medieval monarch--Carpenter stresses the king's achievements as well as his
failures while offering an entirely new perspective on the intimate connections between medieval politics and religion.
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