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Herodotus And The Persian Wars
Regarded by many as the first major historian, Herodotus was a Greek scholar and traveler who set down his
impressions of foreign countries and his analysis of wars and other significant events in a relatively straightforward,
journalistic manner. This volume contains Herodotus' views on Egypt. For centuries, some of the the author's claims
about Egypt were regarded as far-fetched, but evidence has recently come to light that supports some of his longdoubted account.
An exploration of the enormous impact that the Persian Wars, fought in the fifth century BC, have had on Western ideas
of history, liberty, resistance, and national identity. Sixteen internationally acclaimed classical scholars discuss treatments
of these famous wars in art, theatre, philosophy, poetry, biography, and modern cinema and fiction.
A series of texts in Classical Civilisation, encompassing literary, historical and philosophical subjects. Herodotus, writing
in the second half of the 5th century BC, is the first historian of western civilisation. His narrative tells of the expansion of
the Persian Empire in the 6th and 5th centuries BC and the wars between Greece and Persia in 490 and 480 BC. Some
of the most famous battles of history, Marathon, Thermopylae and Salamis, are dramatically described in his work.
However, Herodotus' greatness lies not only in the momentous nature of the events he describes. His purpose is to
explain why the wars happened and his sophisticated and complex answer encompasses the relation of gods to men, the
nature of different peoples and the character of individuals. Herodotus says that he will write equally about the two sides
of the war, and his narrative of the clash between East and West, between democracy and autocracy, has striking, and
disturbing, modern resonances.
Herodotus' Histories is the first major surviving prose work from antiquity. Its range of interests is immense, covering the
whole of the known world and much beyond, and it culminates in a detailed account of the Persian Wars of the early fifth
century BC. Moreover, research has shown that Herodotus is a sophisticated and at times even ironic narrator, and a
pioneer and serious practitioner of historical research at a time when the Greeks' traditions about their past were still the
fluid transmissions and memories of a largely oral society. This Companion provides a series of accessible chapters,
written by distinguished scholars, illuminating many aspects of Herodotus' work: his skill in language and his narrative art;
his intellectual preconceptions; his working methods and techniques; his attitude towards nature and the gods; his
attitude towards foreign cultures and peoples; and his view of human life and human history.
In the 5th century BCE, Herodotus wrote the first known Western history to build on the tradition of Homeric storytelling,
basing his text on empirical observations and arranging them systematically. Herodotus and the Question Why offers a
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comprehensive examination of the methods behind the Histories and the challenge of documenting human experiences,
from the Persian Wars to cultural traditions. In lively, accessible prose, Christopher Pelling explores such elements as
reconstructing the mentalities of storyteller and audience alike; distinctions between the human and the divine; and the
evolving concepts of freedom, democracy, and individualism. Pelling traces the similarities between Herodotus's
approach to physical phenomena (Why does the Nile flood?) and to landmark events (Why did Xerxes invade Greece?
And why did the Greeks win?), delivering a fascinating look at the explanatory process itself. The cultural forces that
shaped Herodotus's thinking left a lasting legacy for us, making Herodotus and the Question Why especially relevant as
we try to record and narrate the stories of our time and to fully understand them.
Green provides accounts of both Persian and Greek strategies which are both clear and persuasive. He displays
everyday details regarding the lives of soldiers, statesmen, and ordinary citizens
In his Histories, Herodotus of Halicarnassus gave an account of Xerxes' invasion of Greece (480 BCE). Among the information in this work
features a rich topography of the places visited by the army, as well as of the battlefields. Apparently there existed a certain demand among
the Greeks to behold the exact places where they believed that the Greeks had fallen, gods had appeared, or Xerxes had watched over his
men. This book argues that Herodotus' topography, long taken at face value as if it provided unambiguous access to the historical sites of the
war, may partly be a product of Greek imagination in the approximately fifty years between the Xerxes' invasion and its publication, with the
landscape functioning as a catalyst. This innovative approach leads to a new understanding of the topography of the invasion, and of the
ways in which Greeks in the late fifth century BCE understood the world around them. It also prompts new suggestions about the real-world
locations of various places mentioned in Herodotus' text.
Herodotus was a Greek historian who was born in the 5th century BC in what is now modern-day Bodrum in Turkey (then part of the vast
Persian Empire). A contemporary of Thucydides, Socrates, and Euripides he is often called 'The Father of History', initially by no less than
Cicero. Herodotus broke from the then tradition to treat history as one of investigation of facts and evidence to present a better whole. The
Histories is the only work for which he is known to have produced a record of his inquiry on the origins of the Greco-Persian Wars; In it he
deals with the lives of Croesus, Cyrus, Cambyses, Smerdis, Darius, and Xerxes and the battles of Marathon, Thermopylae, Artemisium,
Salamis, Plataea, and Mycale. He expands into many cultural, ethnographical, geographical, historiographical, and areas to form a complete
cultural landscape. This attention to detail helps The Histories remain a riveting account of this fascinating trime. Whilst some of what he
wrote appears inaccurate to modern day historians Herodortus would state that he reports only what he was told. Much of what he wrote has
now been confirmed as an accurate distillation of the times. Over the centureries many have translated his works. George Rawlinson was
born on 23rd November 1812 at Chadlington, Oxfordshire. He was the younger brother to the eminent Assyriologist, Sir Henry Rawlinson.
Rawlinson took his degree at Trinity College, Oxford in 1838. Here he also enjoyed playing cricket and was considered to have been a rare
talent at the sport. In 1840 he was elected to a fellowship at Exeter College, Oxford. After being ordained in 1841 he became, from 1842 to
1846, a tutor there as well. In 1846 Rawlinson married Louisa, the daughter of Sir RA Chermside. His progress continued to be rapid and
varied in acknowledgement of his undoubted talents. In 1859 he was made a Bampton lecturer, and was Camden Professor of Ancient
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History from 1861 to 1889. By 1872 Rawlinson was appointed canon of Canterbury, and after 1888 he was rector of All Hallows, Lombard
Street. In 1873, he was made proctor in Convocation for the Chapter of Canterbury. As a scholar he produced, either on his own or in
collaboration, several works which are greatly thought of even to this day. His translation of the History of Herodotus (in collaboration with Sir
Henry Rawlinson and Sir John Gardiner Wilkinson), 1858-60; The Five Great Monarchies of the Ancient Eastern World, 1862-67; which was
later expanded to include The Sixth Great Oriental Monarchy (Parthian), 1873; and The Seventh Great Oriental Monarchy (Sassanian), 1875.
Among his other works were Manual of Ancient History, 1869; Historical Illustrations of the Old Testament, 1871; The Origin of Nations, 1877;
History of Ancient Egypt, 1881; Egypt and Babylon, 1885; History of Phoenicia, 1889; Parthia, 1893; Memoir of Major-General Sir HC
Rawlinson, 1898. His lectures to an audience at Oxford University on the topic of the accuracy of the Bible in 1859 were published as the
apologetic work The Historical Evidences of the Truth of the Scripture Records Stated Anew in later years. Despite this somewhat prodigious
output and alongside his other clerical and family duties he contributed to the Speaker's Commentary, the Pulpit Commentary, Smith's
Dictionary of the Bible, and various similar publications. George Rawlinson died on 7th October, 1902 in Canterbury.
What the ancient Greeks thought and believed about Egypt and what this tells us about them.
This is a reissue, with a new introduction and an update to the bibliography, of the original edition, published in 1970 as The Year of Salamis
in England and as Xerxes at Salamis in the U.S. The long and bitter struggle between the great Persian Empire and the fledgling Greek
states reached its high point with the extraordinary Greek victory at Salamis in 480 B.C. The astonishing sea battle banished forever the
specter of Persian invasion and occupation. Peter Green brilliantly retells this historic moment, evoking the whole dramatic sweep of events
that the Persian offensive set in motion. The massive Greek victory, despite the Greeks' inferior numbers, opened the way for the historic
evolution of the Greek states in a climate of creativity, independence, and democracy, one that provided a model and an inspiration for
centuries to come. Green's accounts of both Persian and Greek strategies are clear and persuasive; equally convincing are his everyday
details regarding the lives of soldiers, statesmen, and ordinary citizens. He has first-hand knowledge of the land and sea he describes, as
well as full command of original sources and modern scholarship. With a new foreword, The Greco-Persian Wars is a book that lovers of fine
historical writing will greet with pleasure.
Weaving together the accounts of the ancient historian Herodotus with other ancient sources, this is the engrossing story of the triumph of
Greece over the mighty Persian Empire. The Persian War is the name generally given to the first two decades of the period of conflict
between the Greeks and the Persians that began in 499 BC and ended around 450. The pivotal moment came in 479, when a massive
Persian invasion force was defeated and driven out of mainland Greece and Europe, never to return. The victory of a few Greek city-states
over the world's first superpower was an extraordinary military feat that secured the future of Western civilization. All modern accounts of the
war as a whole, and of the best-known battles of Marathon, Thermopylae and Salamis, depend on the ancient sources, foremost amongst
them Herodotus. Yet although these modern narratives generally include numerous references to the ancient authors, they quote little directly
from them. This is the first book to bring together Herodotus' entire narrative and interweave it with other ancient voices alongside detailed
commentary to present and clarify the original texts. The extracts from other ancient writers add value to Herodotus' narrative in various
ways: some offer fresh analysis and credible extra detail; some contradict him interestingly; some provide background illumination; and some
add drama and colour. All are woven into a compelling narrative tapestry that brings this immense clash of arms vividly to life. 'Distinguished
military historian of the Persian Wars William Shepherd [...] shows himself to be also a most sensitive interpreter of those Wars' original
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historian Herodotus. With Shepherd as our guide and Herodotus by our side this key moment in West-East relations is given its full cultural
and strategic due.' Paul Cartledge, A.G. Leventis Senior Research Fellow of Clare College, Cambridge
The Persian WarsGood Press

Brill's Companion to the Reception of Herodotus in Antiquity and Beyond examines the reception and cultural
transmission of Herodotus' Histories, one of the most controversial and influential texts to have survived from Classical
Antiquity, from ancient up to modern times.
In 480 BC, Xerxes, the King of Persia, led an invasion of mainland Greece. Its success should have been a formality. For
seventy years, victory - rapid, spectacular victory - had seemed the birthright of the Persian Empire. In the space of a
single generation, they had swept across the Near East, shattering ancient kingdoms, storming famous cities, putting
together an empire which stretched from India to the shores of the Aegean. As a result of those conquests, Xerxes ruled
as the most powerful man on the planet. Yet somehow, astonishingly, against the largest expeditionary force ever
assembled, the Greeks of the mainland managed to hold out. The Persians were turned back. Greece remained free.
Had the Greeks been defeated at Salamis, not only would the West have lost its first struggle for independence and
survival, but it is unlikely that there would ever have been such and entity as the West at all. Tom Holland's brilliant new
book describes the very first 'clash of Empires' between East and West. Once again he has found extraordinary parallels
between the ancient world and our own. There is no competing popular book describing these events.
Trans, from the Greek.
This volume brings together 13 original articles which review, re-establish, and rehabilitate the origins, forms, and
functions of the mythological elements that are found in the narratives of Herodotus' Histories.
Explores the many different ways in which Herodotus' Histories were read and understood during a momentous period of
world history.
Translated by George Rawlinson, Introduction by Francis R.B. Godolphin
The two great Persian invasions of Greece, in 490 and 480-79 B.C., both repulsed by the Greeks, provide our best
opportunity for understanding the interplay of religion and history in ancient Greece. Using the Histories of Herodotus as
well as other historical and archaeological sources, Jon Mikalson shows how the Greeks practiced their religion at this
pivotal moment in their history. In the period of the invasions and the years immediately after, the Greeks--internationally,
state by state, and sometimes individually--turned to their deities, using religious practices to influence, understand, and
commemorate events that were threatening their very existence. Greeks prayed and sacrificed; made and fulfilled vows
to the gods; consulted oracles; interpreted omens and dreams; created cults, sanctuaries, and festivals; and offered
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dozens of dedications to their gods and heroes--all in relation to known historical events. By portraying the human
situations and historical circumstances in which Greeks practiced their religion, Mikalson advances our knowledge of the
role of religion in fifth-century Greece and reveals a religious dimension of the Persian Wars that has been previously
overlooked.
A synthesis of research on the material culture of Greece in the Archaic and Classical periods.
Herodotus is the epochal authority who inaugurated the European and Western consciousness of collective identity,
whether in an awareness of other societies and of the nature of cultural variation itself or in the fashioning of Greek selfawareness – and necessarily that of later civilizations influenced by the ancient Greeks – which was perpetually in
dialogue and tension with other ways of living in groups. In this book, 14 contributors explore ethnicity – the very selfunderstanding of belonging to a separate body of human beings – and how it evolves and consolidates (or
ethnogenesis). This inquiry is focussed through the lens of Herodotus as our earliest master of ethnography, in this
instance not only as the stylized portrayal of other societies, but also as an exegesis on how ethnocultural differentiation
may affect the lives, and even the very existence, of one’s own people. Ethnicity and Identity in Herodotus is one facet of
a project that intends to bring Portuguese and English-speaking scholars of antiquity into closer cooperation. It has united
a cross-section of North American classicists with a distinguished cohort of Portuguese and Brazilian experts on Greek
literature and history writing in English.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • “An incredibly gripping, moving, and literate work of art, rarely does an author manage to recreate a moment in history with such mastery, authority, and psychological insight.”—Nelson DeMille At Thermopylae, a
rocky mountain pass in northern Greece, the feared and admired Spartan soldiers stood three hundred strong. Theirs
was a suicide mission, to hold the pass against the invading millions of the mighty Persian army. Day after bloody day
they withstood the terrible onslaught, buying time for the Greeks to rally their forces. Born into a cult of spiritual courage,
physical endurance, and unmatched battle skill, the Spartans would be remembered for the greatest military stand in
history—one that would not end until the rocks were awash with blood, leaving only one gravely injured Spartan squire to
tell the tale. . . . “A novel that is intricate and arresting and, once begun, almost impossible to put down.”—Daily News “A
timeless epic of man and war . . . Pressfield has created a new classic deserving a place beside the very best of the
old.”—Stephen Coonts
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as
we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our
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most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this
work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this
work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
Thucydides and Herodotus is an edited collection which looks at two of the most important ancient Greek historians living
in the 5th Century BCE. It examines the relevant relationship between them which is considered, especially nowadays,
by historians and philologists to be more significant than previously realized.
Abstract:
Herodotus was an ancient Greek historian who lived in the fifth century BC (c.484 - 425 BC). He has been called the "Father of History", and
was the first historian known to collect his materials systematically, test their accuracy to a certain extent and arrange them in a wellconstructed and vivid narrative. The Histories-his masterpiece and the only work he is known to have produced-is a record of his "inquiry",
being an investigation of the origins of the Greco-Persian Wars and including a wealth of geographical and ethnographical information. The
Histories, were divided into nine books, named after the nine Muses: the "Muse of History", Clio, representing the first book, then Euterpe,
Thaleia, Melpomene, Terpsichore, Erato, Polymnia, Ourania and Calliope for books 2 to 9, respectively.
A companion to "Herodotus : the Histories", bks 1-5, transl by Aubrey de Selincourt.
"The Persian Wars" by Herodotus (translated by A. D. Godley). Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that
encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world
literature, we issue the books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability
for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
Designed for students with little or no background in ancient Greek language, history, and culture, this new abridgment presents those
selections that comprise Herodotus’ historical narrative. These are meticulously annotated, and supplemented with a chronology of the
Archaic Age, Historical Epilogue, glossary of main characters and places, index of proper names, and maps.
How to destroy a mighty empire: the story of Croesus of Lydia -- Cannibals and conquests: the story of Cyrus the Great -- Horny goats and
medicinal urine: the Egyptian logos -- Madness and mummies: the reign of Cambyses -- Meanwhile, elsewhere in the Mediterranean: the
stories of Polycrates and Periander -- Earless imposters and randy mounts: the early reign of Darius the Great -- The trouble with nomads:
Darius' Scythian campaign -- Stuttering colonists and lousy deaths: the Libyan logos -- Tattooed slaves and ousted tyrants: post-Pisistratid
Athens and the Ionian revolt -- Miltiades, madness, and Marathon: the first Persian War -- Feats of engineering and doomed valor: the
Second Persian War to the Battle of Thermopylae -- Trial by trireme: the Battles at Artemisium and Salamis -- Concluding scenes: the Battles
of Plataea and Mycale and the siege of Sestus.
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