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When the Romans left Britain around AD 410 the island had not been fully
subjugated. In the Celtic fringes the unconquered native peoples were presented
with the opportunity to pillage what remained of Roman Britain. By way of
response the Post-Roman Britons did their best to defend themselves from
attack, and to preserve what they could of the systems left behind by the
Romans. The best way to defend their territory was to create fortifications. While
some old Roman forts were maintained, the Post-Roman Britons also created
new strongholds, or re-occupied some of the long-abandoned hill-forts first built
by their ancestors before the coming of the Romans. Packed with photographs,
diagrams and full color artwork reconstructions, this book provides a unique
examination of the design and development of the fortifications during the Age of
Arthur, analyzing their day-to-day use and their effectiveness in battle. It closely
describes the locations that are linked to the most famous warlord of the Dark
Ages, the legendary Arthur - Tintagel, Cadbury and "Camelot". Although these
great bastions were to eventually fall, for a few brief decades they succeeded in
stemming the tide of invasion and in doing so safeguarding the culture and
civilization of Post-Roman Celtic Britain.
Half a millennium before the Romans first arrived in Britain, an even more
ferocious people, the Celts, arrived in what is now south-eastern England. The
Celts remained in Britain long after the Romans departed, and although driven
into the remoter corners of the island by English invaders the people who
remained clung onto their Celtic heritage, and defended their remaining lands
against all-comers. In order to defend their lands from other tribes or outside
invaders these people established powerful fortified sites that served as places of
refuge in wartime and as administrative and trading centres in times of peace.
This book examines these fascinating forts, which varied considerably from the
mysterious brochs and duns found in northern Britain, to the hill-top forts ranging
in size, to the promontory forts that formed powerful coastal strongholds all
around the island's shores.
Effective spatial analysis is an essential element of archaeological research; this
book is a unique guide to choosing the appropriate technique, applying it
correctly and understanding its implications both theoretically and practically.
Focusing upon the key techniques used in archaeological spatial analysis, this
book provides the authoritative, yet accessible, methodological guide to the
subject which has thus far been missing from the corpus. Each chapter tackles a
specific technique or application area and follows a clear and coherent structure.
First is a richly referenced introduction to the particular technique, followed by a
detailed description of the methodology, then an archaeological case study to
illustrate the application of the technique, and conclusions that point to the
implications and potential of the technique within archaeology. The book is
designed to function as the main textbook for archaeological spatial analysis
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courses at undergraduate and post-graduate level, while its user-friendly
structure makes it also suitable for self-learning by archaeology students as well
as researchers and professionals.
Widely regarded as major visible field monuments of the Iron Age, hillforts are
central to an understanding of later prehistoric communities in Britain and
Europe. Harding reviews the changing perceptions of hillforts and the future
prospects for hillfort research, highlighting aspects of contemporary investigation
and interpretation.
This volume assesses marsh-forts as a separate phenomenon within Iron Age
society through an understanding of their landscape context and
palaeoenvironmental development. These substantial monuments appear to
have been deliberately constructed to control areas of marginal wetland and may
have played an important role in the ritual landscape.
From the time the Romans first set foot on England’s shore in 55 B.C., the
British Isles have faced a constant threat of foreign invasion. As a result, the
landscapes of England, Scotland, and Ireland are dotted with ancient defensive
fortifications as varied as their makers. Iron Age Celtic “hill forts,” Roman castra
and Hadrian’s Wall, Anglo-Saxon dykes and Alfredian burhs, Norman mottes
and stone-keeps, Edwardian castles, Irish tower houses—they all served to repel
ancient intruders and many still stand as tangible relics of a remarkable past.
This study chronicles the development of British fortifications from prehistoric
times through the end of Richard III’s reign in 1485, providing the history of each
type of structure, relevant examples, and information on weapons and siege
warfare. More than 250 illustrations vividly detail each ediface’s construction and
configuration.
This book straddles the disciplines of archaeology and social anthropology. Its 25
contributions (divided into 6 sections with separate introductions) successively
scrutinise the concept of war in philosophy, social theory and the history of
anthropological and archaeological research; discuss warfare in pre-state and state
societies; and assess its relationship to rituals, social identification and material culture.
This volume sets out the results of a detailed programme of non-intrusive geophysical
survey conducted across hillforts of Dorset (UK), generating detailed subsurface maps
of archaeological features, in the hope of better resolving the phasing, form and internal
structure of these iconic sites.
A detailed archaeological landscape survey which investigates the purpose, design and
function of Iron Age hillforts in Northumberland National Park.
If human burials were our only window onto the past, what story would they tell?
Skeletal injuries constitute the most direct and unambiguous evidence for violence in
the past. Whereas weapons or defenses may simply be statements of prestige or status
and written sources are characteristically biased and incomplete, human remains offer
clear and unequivocal evidence of physical aggression reaching as far back as we have
burials to examine. Warfare is often described as ‘senseless’ and as having no place
in society. Consequently, its place in social relations and societal change remains
obscure. The studies in The Routledge Handbook of the Bioarchaeology of Human
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Conflict present an overview of the nature and development of human conflict from
prehistory to recent times as evidenced by the remains of past people themselves in
order to explore the social contexts in which such injuries were inflicted. A broadly
chronological approach is taken from prehistory through to recent conflicts, however
this book is not simply a catalogue of injuries illustrating weapon development or a
narrative detailing ‘progress’ in warfare but rather provides a framework in which to
explore both continuity and change based on a range of important themes which hold
continuing relevance throughout human development.
For the times when you’re driving past a lumpy, bumpy field and you wonder what
made the lumps and bumps; for when you’re walking between two lines of grand trees,
wondering when and why they were planted; for when you see a brown heritage sign
pointing to a ‘tumulus’ but you don’t know what to look for… Entertaining and factually
rigorous, Hidden Histories will help you decipher the story of our landscape through the
features you can see around you. This Spotter’s Guide arms the amateur explorer with
the crucial information needed to ‘read’ the landscape and spot the human activities
that have shaped our green and pleasant land. Photographs and diagrams point out
specific details and typical examples to help the curious Spotter ‘get their eye in’ and
understand what they’re looking at, or looking for. Specially commissioned illustrations
bring to life the processes that shaped the landscape - from medieval ploughing to
Roman road building - and stand-alone capsules explore interesting aspects of history
such as the Highland Clearances or the coming of Christianity. This unique guide
uncovers the hidden stories behind the country's landscape, making it the perfect
companion for an exploration of our green and pleasant land.
This book describes the results of a four-year research programme of archaeological
works (2010-3), at the later prehistoric enclosure of White Castle, East Lothian. The
excavations demonstrated a clear sequence of enclosure development over time,
whereby the design and visual impact often appeared to be more important than
defence alone.

One of the most stimulating and original contributions to Conquest studies,
covering the period 950-1086.
Of all Britain's great archaeological monuments the Iron Age hillforts have
arguably had the most profound impact on the landscape, if only because there
are so many; yet we know very little about them. Were they recognised as being
something special by those who created them or is the 'hillfort' purely an
archaeologists' 'construct'? How were they constructed, who lived in them and to
what uses were they put? This book, which is richly illustrated with photography
of sites throughout England and Wales, addresses these and many other
questions. After discussing the difficult issue of definition and the great
excavations on which our knowledge is based, Ian Brown investigates in turn
hillforts' origins, their architecture, and the role they played in Iron Age society.
He also discusses the latest theories about their location, social significance and
chronology. The book provides a valuable synthesis of the rich vein of research
carried out in Britain on hillforts over the last thirty years. Hillforts' great variability
poses many problems, and this book should help guide both the specialist and
non-specialist alike though the complex literature. Furthermore, it has an
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important conservation objective. Land use in the modern era has not been kind
to these monuments, with a significant number either disfigured or lost. Public
consciousness of their importance needs raising if their management is to be
improved and their future assured.
The Habitats and Hillforts of Cheshire’s Sandstone Ridge Landscape
Partnership Project was focussed on six of Cheshire hillforts and their
surrounding habitats and landscapes. It aimed to develop understanding of the
chronology and role of the hillforts and encourage local interest and involvement
in their maintenance.
Part of the Penguin History of Britain series, An Imperial Possession is the first
major narrative history of Roman Britain for a generation. David Mattingly draws
on a wealth of new findings and knowledge to cut through the myths and
misunderstandings that so commonly surround our beliefs about this period.
From the rebellious chiefs and druids who led native British resistance, to the
experiences of the Roman military leaders in this remote, dangerous outpost of
Europe, this book explores the reality of life in occupied Britain within the context
of the shifting fortunes of the Roman Empire.
The Atlas of Hillforts of Britain and Ireland project (2012-2016) compiled a
massive database on hillforts by a team drawn from the Universities of Oxford,
Edinburgh and Cork. This volume outlines the history of the project, offers
preliminary assessments of the online digital Atlas and presents initial research
studies using Atlas data.
This volume surveys the evolution of the man-made landscape in Britain over the
period of some three millennia before the Roman conquest.
Since its first publication in 1971, Barry Cunliffe's monumental survey has
established itself as a classic of British archaeology. This fully revised fourth
edition maintains the qualities of the earlier editions, whilst taking into account the
significant developments that have moulded the discipline in recent years. Barry
Cunliffe here incorporates new theoretical approaches, technological advances
and a range of new sites and finds, ensuring that Iron Age Communities in Britain
remains the definitive guide to the subject.
In the past two decades, conflict archaeology has become firmly established as a
promising field of research, as reflected in publications, symposia, conference
sessions and fieldwork projects. It has its origins in the study of battlefields and
other conflict-related phenomena in the modern Era, but numerous studies show
that this theme, and at least some of its methods, techniques and theories, are
also relevant for older historical and even prehistoric periods. This book presents
a series of case-studies on conflict archaeology in ancient Europe, based on the
results of both recent fieldwork and a reassessment of older excavations. The
chronological framework spans from the Neolithic to Late Antiquity, and the
geographical scope from Iberia to Scandinavia. Along key battlefields such as the
Tollense Valley, Baecula, Alesia, Kalkriese and Harzhorn, the volume also
incorporates many other sources of evidence that can be directly related to past
Page 4/6

Where To Download Hillforts Of England And Wales Shire Archaeology
conflict scenarios, including defensive works, military camps, battle-related ritual
deposits, and symbolic representations of violence in iconography and grave
goods. The aim is to explore the material evidence for the study of warfare, and
to provide new theoretical and methodological insights into the archaeology of
mass violence in ancient Europe and beyond.
This survey of work carried out over a number of years synthesises the progress
of archaeology, showing at a glance the changes within less than quarter of a
century on the interpretation of and reflection on knowledge in the area.
Entertainingly, written, this is a lasting introductory account of important finds in
English and Welsh archaeology, by two of the key researchers of the time.
Heavily illustrated, this book showcases many artefacts as well as maps and
plans, offering a wealth of information.
This book, organised into 14 well-crafted chapters, charts the archaeology,
folklore, heritage and landscape development of one of England's most enigmatic
monuments, Old Oswestry Hillfort, from the Iron Age, through its inclusion as part
of an early medieval boundary between England and Wales, to its role during
World War I.
Oxbow says: This study re-evaluates many of the misconceptions about the warcrazed Iron Age warrior hero, and questions anew the role of hillforts as truly, or
primarily, defensive structures. Taking a regional approach to Middle Iron Age
warfare, Finney examines hillforts and weaponry from lowland Britain.
A survey of the monumental achievements of Britain's earliest inhabitants, highly
illustrated with a wonderful selection of aerial photographs.
This report discusses the results of a programme of research in 1985 and 1986 into the history
of the hillfort of Maiden Castle.
Explores Gloucestershire's fascinating hill-forts.
Britain has been inhabited by humans for over half a million years, during which time there
were a great many changes in lifestyles and in the surrounding landscape. This book, now in
its second edition, examines the development of human societies in Britain from earliest times
to the Roman conquest of AD 43, as revealed by archaeological evidence. Special attention is
given to six themes which are traced through prehistory: subsistence, technology, ritual, trade,
society, and population. Prehistoric Britain begins by introducing the background to prehistoric
studies in Britain, presenting it in terms of the development of interest in the subject and the
changes wrought by new techniques such as radiocarbon dating, and new theories, such as
the emphasis on social archaeology. The central sections trace the development of society
from the hunter-gatherer groups of the last Ice Age, through the adoption of farming, the
introduction of metalworking, and on to the rise of highly organized societies living on the
fringes of the mighty Roman Empire in the 1st century AD. Throughout, emphasis is given to
documenting and explaining changes within these prehistoric communities, and to exploring
the regional variations found in Britain. In this way the wealth of evidence that can be seen in
the countryside and in our museums is placed firmly in its proper context. It concludes with a
review of the effects of prehistoric communities on life today. With over 120 illustrations, this is
a unique review of Britain's ancient past as revealed by modern archaeology. The revisions
and updates to Prehistoric Britain ensure that this will continue to be the most comprehensive
and authoritative account of British prehistory for those students and interested readers
studying the subject.
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The Celtic World is a detailed and comprehensive study of the Celts from the first evidence of
them in the archaeological and historical record to the early post-Roman period. The strength
of this volume lies in its breadth - it looks at archaeology, language, literature, towns, warfare,
rural life, art, religion and myth, trade and industry, political organisations, society and
technology. The Celtic World draws together material from all over pagan Celtic Europe and
includes contributions from British, European and American scholars. Much of the material is
new research which is previously unpublished. The book addresses some important issues Who were the ancient Celts? Can we speak of them as the first Europeans? In what form does
the Celtic identity exist today and how does this relate to the ancient Celts? For anyone
interested in the Celts, and for students and academics alike, The Celtic World will be a
valuable resource and a fascinating read.
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