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A dictionary records a language and a cultural world.
This global history of lexicography is the first survey of all
the dictionaries which humans have made, from the
ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, China, India,
and the Greco-Roman world, to the contemporary
speech communities of every inhabited continent. Their
makers included poets and soldiers, saints and courtiers,
a scribe in an ancient Egyptian 'house of life' and a
Vietnamese queen. Their physical forms include Tamil
palm-leaf manuscripts and the dictionary apps which are
supporting endangered Australian languages. Through
engaging and accessible studies, a diverse team of
leading scholars provide fascinating insight into the
dictionaries of hundreds of languages, into the
imaginative worlds of those who used or observed them,
and into a dazzling variety of the literate cultures of
humankind.
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The political, religious, and social life of one of the
world's oldest societies are described by a leading
Sumerologist
This ambitious and well-researched study brings
together for the first time translations of the ancient
literature concerning the Sumerian god Enki, one of four
gods and goddesses who comprised the highest level of
the Sumerian pantheon. The very existence of these
writings, which date from the Third Millennium B.C., was
unknown until about 100 years ago, when their
cuneiform script was deciphered. Since then, it has
become apparent that Sumerian literature had a
profound and enduring influence on both Biblical and
classical Greek literature, and so on the literature of the
western world as a whole. Kramer, one of the world's
leading sumerologists, has prepared these translations
from among the scores of works he has published over
the last fifty years; John Maier provides a full interpretive
framework that places the translations in their broader
comparative cultural context. This rare collection will be
of interest to students and scholars in a wide range of
disciplines from Near Eastern and Biblical Studies to
Mythology and Comparative Literature.
E. H. Gombrich's Little History of the World, though
written in 1935, has become one of the treasures of
historical writing since its first publication in English in
2005. The Yale edition alone has now sold over half a
million copies, and the book is available worldwide in
almost thirty languages. Gombrich was of course the
best-known art historian of his time, and his text
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suggests illustrations on every page. This illustrated
edition of the Little History brings together the pellucid
humanity of his narrative with the images that may well
have been in his mind's eye as he wrote the book. The
two hundred illustrations—most of them in full color—are
not simple embellishments, though they are beautiful.
They emerge from the text, enrich the author's intention,
and deepen the pleasure of reading this remarkable
work. For this edition the text is reset in a spacious
format, flowing around illustrations that range from
paintings to line drawings, emblems, motifs, and
symbols. The book incorporates freshly drawn maps, a
revised preface, and a new index. Blending high-grade
design, fine paper, and classic binding, this is both a
sumptuous gift book and an enhanced edition of a
timeless account of human history.
The Sumerians, the pragmatic and gifted people who
preceded the Semites in the land first known as Sumer
and later as Babylonia, created what was probably the
first high civilization in the history of man, spanning the
fifth to the second millenniums B.C. This book is an
unparalleled compendium of what is known about them.
Professor Kramer communicates his enthusiasm for his
subject as he outlines the history of the Sumerian
civilization and describes their cities, religion, literature,
education, scientific achievements, social structure, and
psychology. Finally, he considers the legacy of Sumer to
the ancient and modern world. "There are few scholars
in the world qualified to write such a book, and certainly
Kramer is one of them. . . . One of the most valuable
features of this book is the quantity of texts and
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fragments which are published for the first time in a form
available to the general reader. For the layman the book
provides a readable and up-to-date introduction to a
most fascinating culture. For the specialist it presents a
synthesis with which he may not agree but from which he
will nonetheless derive stimulation."—American Journal of
Archaeology "An uncontested authority on the civilization
of Sumer, Professor Kramer writes with grace and
urbanity."—Library Journal
These people, the Sumerians, influenced not only all the
other civilizations which arose in Mesopotamia but
virtually every other human society which followed.
Without the Sumerians, the world today would be a very
different place. However, although we know a great deal
about these people, there are fundamental mysteries
about the Sumerians which have still not been solved by
historians or archaeologists. For example, the Sumerians
seemed to appear in Mesopotamia with a complex and
developed society and skills and technologies which no
other culture possessed, yet there is no agreement
where they came from. They created a complex
language, but no-one knows what it sounded like. There
are striking examples of similarities between the art of
the civilization of Sumer and the art of other ancient
civilizations, yet we know that these cultures had no
contact with each other. The Sumerians were able to
observe and record astronomical and celestial
phenomena in very advanced ways which are still not
understood. In this book you will about: * Sumerian
Culture * Sumerian Inventions * How long were they
around * What they looked like * Fascinating insight into
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their everyday life
Weights and measures form an essential part of our
ingrained view of the world. It is just about impossible to
function effectively without some internalized system of
measurement. In this volume, I outline a history of the
science of measurement, and the
This one thousand year history of the civilization of
western Europe has already been recognized in France
as a scholarly contribution of the highest order and as a
popular classic. Jacques Le Goff has written a book
which will not only be read by generations of students
and historians, but which will delight and inform all those
interested in the history of medieval Europe. Part one,
Historical Evolution , is a narrative account of the entire
period, from the barbarian settlement of Roman Europe
in the fifth, sixth and seventh centuries to the war-torn
crises of Christian Europe in the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries. Part two, Medieval Civilization , is analytical,
concerned with the origins of early medieval ideas of
culture and religion, the constraints of time and space in
a pre-industrial world and the reconstruction of the lives
and sensibilities of the people during this long period.
Medieval Civilization combines the narrative and
descriptive power characteristic of Anglo-Saxon
scholarship with the sensitivity and insight of the French
historical tradition.
This work reviews the social and technological
developments in Mesopotamia from 3800 to 2000 BC.
Military government on Okinawa from the first stages of
planning until the transition toward a civil administration.
Whatever your favourite tipple, when you pour yourself a
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drink, you have the past in a glass. You can likely find
them all in your own kitchen — beer, wine, spirits, coffee,
tea, cola. Line them up on the counter, and there you
have it: thousands of years of human history in six
drinks. Tom Standage opens a window onto the past in
this tour of six beverages that remain essentials today.
En route he makes fascinating forays into the byways of
western culture: Why were ancient Egyptians buried with
beer? Why was wine considered a “classier” drink than
beer by the Romans? How did rum grog help the British
navy defeat Napoleon? What is the relationship between
coffee and revolution? And how did Coca-Cola become
the number one poster-product for globalization decades
before the term was even coined?
"This splendid work of scholarship . . . sums up with
economy and power all that the written record so far
deciphered has to tell about the ancient and
complementary civilizations of Babylon and
Assyria."—Edward B. Garside, New York Times Book
Review Ancient Mesopotamia—the area now called
Iraq—has received less attention than ancient Egypt and
other long-extinct and more spectacular civilizations. But
numerous small clay tablets buried in the desert soil for
thousands of years make it possible for us to know more
about the people of ancient Mesopotamia than any other
land in the early Near East. Professor Oppenheim, who
studied these tablets for more than thirty years, used his
intimate knowledge of long-dead languages to put
together a distinctively personal picture of the
Mesopotamians of some three thousand years ago.
Following Oppenheim's death, Erica Reiner used the
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author's outline to complete the revisions he had begun.
"To any serious student of Mesopotamian civilization,
this is one of the most valuable books ever
written."—Leonard Cottrell, Book Week "Leo Oppenheim
has made a bold, brave, pioneering attempt to present a
synthesis of the vast mass of philological and
archaeological data that have accumulated over the past
hundred years in the field of Assyriological
research."—Samuel Noah Kramer, Archaeology A. Leo
Oppenheim, one of the most distinguished Assyriologists
of our time, was editor in charge of the Assyrian
Dictionary of the Oriental Institute and John A. Wilson
Professor of Oriental Studies at the University of
Chicago.
Over the years, startling evidence has been unearthed,
challenging established notions of the origins of Earth
and life on it, and suggesting the existence of a superior
race of beings who once inhabited our world. The
product of thirty years of intensive research, The 12th
Planet is the first book in Zecharia Sitchin's prophetic
Earth Chronicles series--a revolutionary body of work
that offers indisputable documentary proof of humanity's
extraterrestrial forefathers. Travelers from the stars, they
arrived eons ago, and planted the genetic seed that
would ultimately blossom into a remarkable
species...called Man. The 12th Planet brings to life the
Sumerian civilization, presenting millennia-old evidence
of the existence of Nibiru, the home planet of the
Anunnaki, and of the landings of the Anunnaki on Earth
every 3,600 years, and reveals a complete history of the
solar system as told by these early visitors from another
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planet. Zecharia Sitchin's Earth Chronicles series, with
millions of copies sold worldwide, deal with the history
and prehistory of Earth and humankind. Each book in the
series is based upon information written on clay tablets
by the ancient civilizations of the Near East. The series is
offered here, for the first time, in highly readable,
hardbound collector's editions with enhanced maps and
diagrams.
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts *Includes
online resources and a bibliography for further reading
When American archaeologists discovered a collection
of cuneiform tablets in Iraq in the late 19th century, they
were confronted with a language and a people who were
at the time only scarcely known to even the most
knowledgeable scholars of ancient Mesopotamia: the
Sumerians. The exploits and achievements of other
Mesopotamian peoples, such as the Assyrians and
Babylonians, were already known to a large segment of
the population through the Old Testament and the
nascent field of Near Eastern studies had unraveled the
enigma of the Akkadian language that was widely used
throughout the region in ancient times, but the discovery
of the Sumerian tablets brought to light the existence of
the Sumerian culture, which was the oldest of all the
Mesopotamian cultures. Although the Sumerians
continue to get second or even third billing compared to
the Babylonians and Assyrians, perhaps because they
never built an empire as great as the Assyrians or
established a city as enduring and great as Babylon,
they were the people who provided the template of
civilization that all later Mesopotamians built upon. The
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Sumerians are credited with being the first people to
invent writing, libraries, cities, and schools in
Mesopotamia (Ziskind 1972, 34), and many would argue
that they were the first people to create and do those
things anywhere in world. For a people so great it is
unfortunate that their accomplishments and
contributions, not only to Mesopotamian civilization but to
civilization in general, largely go unnoticed by the
majority of the public. Perhaps the Sumerians were
victims of their own success; they gradually entered the
historical record, established a fine civilization, and then
slowly submerged into the cultural patchwork of their
surroundings. They also never suffered a great and
sudden collapse like other peoples of the ancient Near
East, such as the Hittites, Assyrians and NeoBabylonians did. A close examination of Sumerian
culture and chronology reveals that the Sumerians set
the cultural tone in Mesopotamia for several centuries in
the realms of politics/governments, arts, literature, and
religion. Even today, the world owes the Sumerians a
tremendous amount. When Western Europe was still in
the Stone Age, it was the Sumerians who invented
writing and the wheel, divided time into minutes and
seconds, tamed nature, and built gigantic cities. They
embraced culture and the arts, and their caravans
crossed the desert, opening up the first trade routes.
Their myths and legends inspired various origin stories,
and their memory lives on in the Old Testament. They
wrote the history of the birth of mankind. The heritage of
the Sumerian civilization and their successors is
everywhere. Sumer: The History of the Cities and
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Culture that Established Ancient Mesopotamia's First
Civilization chronicles the most important people, places,
and events that took place across Sumer. Along with
pictures of important people, places, and events, you will
learn about Sumer like never before.
A fresh retelling of the ancient texts about Ishtar, the
world's first goddess. Illustrated with visual artifacts of
the period. "A great masterpiece of universal
literature."--Mircea Eliade
A legendary civilization vanished under the Fertile Crescent
and escaped a fate worse than death until Sumerologists
questioned widely accepted truths. The Sumerians
reemerged onto the extraordinary timeline of human history.
Their tales of kings and gods, including the Epic of
Gilgamesh, and their fearless trade in distant lands, during
the remarkable Bronze Age, centered in the world’s first citystates that chronicled ancient rivalries and their enduring
impact. Inside you will read about... ? How We Know What
We Know About Sumerians ? The Bronze Age – Sumer And
Its Contemporaries ? How Did The Sumerians Become
Civilized? ? How Long Were They Around ? Primer Of Impact
Of Sumerian Ancient Civilization On Our World ? What Did
They Look Like? ? What Shaped Their Worldview? And much
more! Our journey relies on excavated and historical evidence
to explore their productive fascinations with order and man’s
place in the universe. Their application of impressive
knowledge helps us unfold their mysterious civilization.
The first in a new series of five books describing and
illustrating the seminal architectural traditions of the world,
Antiquity traces architectural history from its very beginnings
until the time when the traditions that shape today’s
environments began to flourish. More than a catalogue of
buildings, in this work Tadgell provides their political,
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technological, social and cultural contexts and explores
architecture, not only as the development of form and space
but as an expression of the civilization within which it evolves.
The buildings are analyzed and illustrated with over 1200
colour photographs and 400 drawings while the societies that
produced them are brought to life through a broad selection
of their artefacts.
Japanese management styles and their relationship to
Japanese business success have been aridly studied and
analysed in the West, but rarely do Western observers
understand fully the importance of cultural and historical
factors in the Japanese economic miracle. This book provides
a unique insight into the unseen world of Japanese business
by intertwining the history, growth and performance of ASICS,
a major Japanese corporation, with the life of its remarkable
founder, Kihachiro Onitsuka and the dramatic and complex
changes in Japanese life, economy and culture since the end
of the Second World War. First published in 1988, this title is
part of the Bloomsbury Academic Collections series.
Picture-text survey that reconstructs the history, politics,
religion and cultural achievements of ancient Sumer,
Babylonia and Assyria.
In a vast and all-embracing study of Africa, from the origins of
mankind to the AIDS epidemic, John Iliffe refocuses its history
on the peopling of an environmentally hostile continent.
Africans have been pioneers struggling against disease and
nature, and their social, economic and political institutions
have been designed to ensure their survival. In the context of
medical progress and other twentieth-century innovations,
however, the same institutions have bred the most rapid
population growth the world has ever seen. Africans: The
History of a Continent is thus a single story binding living
Africans to their earliest human ancestors.
The Sumerians The Sumerians settled in the area known as
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Mesopotamia, between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers,
around five thousand years ago. They produced many
fundamental changes to the way in which human societies
developed
An authoritative sketch of the great myths of the Sumerians,
their myths of origins, of creation, the nether world, and the
deluge.
Which civilization had the first system of law? The first formal
educational system? The first tax cut? The first love song?
The answers were found in excavations of ancient Sumer, a
society so developed, resourceful, and enterprising that it, in
a sense, created history. The book presents a cross section
of the Sumerian "firsts" in all the major fields of human
endeavor, including government and politics, education and
literature, philosophy and ethics, law and justice, agriculture
and medicine, even love and family. History Begins at Sumer
is the classic account of the achievements of the Sumerians,
who lived in what is now southern Iraq during the third
millennium B.C. They were the developers of the cuneiform
system of writing, perhaps their greatest contribution to
civilization, which allowed laws and literature to be recorded
for the first time.

A chronicle of forty forgotten ancient civilizations which
highlights the important contributions that each has
made to modern society. The ancient world of the
Mediterranean and the Near East saw the birth and
collapse of great civilizations. While several of these are
well known, for all those that have been recorded, many
have been unjustly forgotten. Our history is overflowing
with different cultures that have all evolved over time,
sometimes dissolving or reforming, though ultimately
shaping the way we continue to live. But for every culture
that has been remembered, what have we forgotten?
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This thorough guide explores those civilizations that
have faded from the pages of our textbooks but played a
significant role in the development of modern society.
Forgotten Peoples of the Ancient World covers the
Hyksos to the Hephthalites and everyone in between,
providing a unique overview of humanity’s history from
approximately 3000 BCE–550 CE. A wide range of
illustrated artifacts and artworks, as well as specially
drawn maps, help to tell the stories of forty lost peoples
and allow readers to take a direct look into the past.
Each entry exposes a diverse culture, highlighting their
important contributions and committing their
achievements to paper. Forgotten Peoples of the Ancient
World is an immersive, thought-provoking, and
entertaining book for anyone interested in ancient
history.
This second volume of collected essays, complement to
volume one, focuses upon the art and culture of the third
millennium B.C.E. in ancient Mesopotamia.
History Begins at SumerHistory Begins at SumerHistory
Begins at SumerThirty-nine Firsts in Man's Recorded
History
A rich and vivid overview of ancient Mesopotamia, the
“cradle of civilization”. Ancient Mesopotamia, a region
that mainly corresponds to modern-day Iraq, has a
record of human activity dating back nearly fifteen
thousand years. Writing was invented in Mesopotamia at
the end of the fourth millennium BCE, and urbanization
reached new heights of social, economic, and
architectural sophistication there. A cultural melting pot,
Mesopotamia was the source of many myths, which in
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turn influenced Greco-Roman, Judeo-Christian, Arabic,
and Persian traditions. For these reasons and many
others, it is still considered the “cradle of civilization.”
Mesopotamia: Civilization Begins presents a rich
panorama of ancient Mesopotamian history, from its
earliest prehistoric cultures to its conquest by Alexander
the Great in 331 BCE. This catalogue records the beauty
and variety of the objects on view in the Getty’s
exhibition, on loan from the Louvre’s unparalleled
collection of ancient Near Eastern antiquities: cylinder
seals, monumental sculptures, cuneiform tablets,
jewelry, glazed bricks, paintings, figurines, and more.
Essays by international experts explore a range of
topics, from the earliest French excavations to
Mesopotamia’s economy, religion, cities, cuneiform
writing, rulers, and history—as well as its enduring
presence in the contemporary imagination.
In A Short History of the United States, National Book
Award winner Robert V. Remini offers a much-needed,
concise history of our country. This accessible and lively
volume contains the essential facts about the discovery,
settlement, growth, and development of the American
nation and its institutions, including the arrival and
migration of Native Americans, the founding of a republic
under the Constitution, the emergence of the United
States as a world power, the outbreak of terrorism here
and abroad, the Obama presidency, and everything in
between.
Describes the civilization of the Sumerians, who
inhabited the land which today is Iraq, in the beginning of
the fourth millennium B.C.
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The field of business ethics continues to expand
intellectually and geographically. During the past five
decades, scholars have developed and deepened their
inquiries into the ethics of commercial and corporate
conduct. This Companion provides a novel overview of
the discipline of business ethics, covering the major
areas of the field as well as new and emerging topics.
The eight thematic units range over an extraordinary set
of subjects and include chapters on the history and
pedagogy of business ethics, moral philosophy, the
nature of business, responsibilities within the firm,
economic institutions, the 2008 financial crisis,
globalization, and business ethics in different regions of
the world. Led by a well-respected editorial team, this
unique volume gathers an international array of experts
whose various critical approaches yield insights from
areas such as public policy, economics, law, and history,
in addition to business and philosophy. With its fresh
analyses, wide scope, and clarity of approach, this
volume will be an essential addition to library collections
in business, management, and applied ethics.
" ... No one can plausibly deny that the religious
development of the peoples of Canaan (and indeed of all
the ancient world around the eastern Mediterranean to
the Indus river) were affected by the cultural and
religious developments in Mesopotamia, the centre of
the region, and a fertile region second to none known in
the world, on a par with the Nile, around which another
major civilization arose. This is a text of history of
Mesopotamia in its own right. By the time history gets
back this far, the lines become very blurred, rather like
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parallel lines intersecting on the horizon. Literature,
religion, archaeology, sociology, psychology -- all of
these disciplines become intertwined in Jacobsen's text
as he looks at Sumerian society. The book is organized
with an introduction, then according to time divisions of
fourth, third, and second millennia, then concludes with
an epilogue into the first millennium, during which the
Bible as we know it (and most ancient history such as is
commonly known occurred) came to be"--Amazon.com.
University Museum Monograph, 7
Bridging the fields of conservation, art history, and
museum curating, this volume contains the principal
papers from an international symposium titled "Historical
Painting Techniques, Materials, and Studio Practice" at
the University of Leiden in Amsterdam, Netherlands,
from June 26 to 29, 1995. The symposium—designed for
art historians, conservators, conservation scientists, and
museum curators worldwide—was organized by the
Department of Art History at the University of Leiden and
the Art History Department of the Central Research
Laboratory for Objects of Art and Science in Amsterdam.
Twenty-five contributors representing museums and
conservation institutions throughout the world provide
recent research on historical painting techniques,
including wall painting and polychrome sculpture. Topics
cover the latest art historical research and scientific
analyses of original techniques and materials, as well as
historical sources, such as medieval treatises and
descriptions of painting techniques in historical literature.
Chapters include the painting methods of Rembrandt
and Vermeer, Dutch 17th-century landscape painting,
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wall paintings in English churches, Chinese paintings on
paper and canvas, and Tibetan thangkas. Color plates
and black-and-white photographs illustrate works from
the Middle Ages to the 20th century.
Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of
Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane
Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his
own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez
to attend an all-white farm town high school where the
only other Indian is the school mascot. Heartbreaking,
funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary
of a Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's
own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by
Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles
the contemporary adolescence of one Native American
boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was
destined to live. With a forward by Markus Zusak,
interviews with Sherman Alexie and Ellen Forney, and
four-color interior art throughout, this edition is perfect for
fans and collectors alike.
A lively and engaging narrative history showing the
common threads in the cultures that gave birth to our
own. This is the first volume in a bold new series that
tells the stories of all peoples, connecting historical
events from Europe to the Middle East to the far coast of
China, while still giving weight to the characteristics of
each country. Susan Wise Bauer provides both
sweeping scope and vivid attention to the individual lives
that give flesh to abstract assertions about human
history. Dozens of maps provide a clear geography of
great events, while timelines give the reader an ongoing
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sense of the passage of years and cultural
interconnection. This old-fashioned narrative history
employs the methods of “history from
beneath”—literature, epic traditions, private letters and
accounts—to connect kings and leaders with the lives of
those they ruled. The result is an engrossing tapestry of
human behavior from which we may draw conclusions
about the direction of world events and the causes
behind them.
Samuel Noah Kramer is the leading authority on the
interpretation and reading of civilization's oldest
literature. His life and life's work are so thoroughly
intertwined that his autobiography is also the story of the
recovery of the language and literature of the Sumerians.
From young Talmudist to the patriarch of Sumerology,
Kramer recountshis long and distinguished career.
Writing for the non-specialist, he paints a panoramic view
of Sumerian literature and provides thumbnail sketches
of the individuals with whom he collaborated.
This volume presents for the first time both the
authoritative Sumerian text and an elegant English
translation of four Sumerian epics, the earliest known in
any language. The introduction discusses the intellectual
and cultural context as well as the poetics and meaning
of this epic cycle.
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