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The Oxford History of the United States is by far the most respected multi-volume history of our
nation. The series includes three Pulitzer Prize winners, two New York Times bestsellers, and
winners of the Bancroft and Parkman Prizes. Now, in the newest volume in the series, one of
America's most esteemed historians, Gordon S. Wood, offers a brilliant account of the early
American Republic, ranging from 1789 and the beginning of the national government to the
end of the War of 1812. As Wood reveals, the period was marked by tumultuous change in all
aspects of American life--in politics, society, economy, and culture. The men who founded the
new government had high hopes for the future, but few of their hopes and dreams worked out
quite as they expected. They hated political parties but parties nonetheless emerged. Some
wanted the United States to become a great fiscal-military state like those of Britain and
France; others wanted the country to remain a rural agricultural state very different from the
European states. Instead, by 1815 the United States became something neither group
anticipated. Many leaders expected American culture to flourish and surpass that of Europe;
instead it became popularized and vulgarized. The leaders also hope to see the end of slavery;
instead, despite the release of many slaves and the end of slavery in the North, slavery was
stronger in 1815 than it had been in 1789. Many wanted to avoid entanglements with Europe,
but instead the country became involved in Europe's wars and ended up waging another war
with the former mother country. Still, with a new generation emerging by 1815, most Americans
were confident and optimistic about the future of their country. Named a New York Times
Notable Book, Empire of Liberty offers a marvelous account of this pivotal era when America
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took its first unsteady steps as a new and rapidly expanding nation.
In this long-awaited book from the rising superstar of sportswriting, whose blog “The Edge of
Sports” is read each week by thousands of people across the country, Dave Zirin offers a
riotously entertaining chronicle of larger-than-life sporting characters and dramatic contests
and what amounts to an alternative history of the United States as seen through the games its
people played. Through Zirin’s eyes, sports are never mere games, but a reflection of—and
spur toward—the political conflicts that shape American society. Half a century before Jackie
Robinson was born, the black ballplayer Moses Fleetwood Walker brandished a revolver to
keep racist fans at bay, then took his regular place in the lineup. In the midst of the
Depression, when almost no black athletes were allowed on the U.S. Olympic team, athletes
held a Counter Olympics where a third of the participants were African American. A People’s
History of Sports in the United States is replete with surprises for seasoned sports fans, while
anyone interested in history will be amazed by the connections Zirin draws between politics
and pop flies. As Jeff Chang, author of Can’t Stop Won’t Stop, puts it, “After you read him,
you’ll never see sports the same way again.”
Gabriel Rockhill opens new space for rethinking the relationship between art and politics.
Rather than understanding the two spheres as separated by an insurmountable divide or linked
by a privileged bridge, Rockhill demonstrates that art and politics are not fixed entities with a
singular relation but rather dynamically negotiated, sociohistorical practices with shifting and
imprecise borders. Radical History and the Politics of Art proposes a significant departure from
extant debates on what is commonly called "art" and "politics," and the result is an impressive
foray into the force field of history, in which cultural practices are meticulously analyzed in their
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social and temporal dynamism without assuming a conceptual unity behind them. Rockhill
thereby develops an alternative logic of history and historical change, as well as a novel
account of social practices and a multidimensional theory of agency. Engaging with a diverse
array of intellectual, artistic, and political constellations, this tour de force diligently maps the
various interactions between different dimensions of aesthetic and political practices as they
intertwine and sometimes merge in precise fields of struggle.
Caution: this book is a document from the future, on how the United States finally split into two
independent republics in 2029, and its aftermath. The topic is so sensitive, that its futuristic
author must be identified merely as John Doe, Ph.D. Dateline: 2029. The "One Nation,
Indivisible, ......" finally divides. - A political satire.
Traces the political history of Afghanistan from the sixteenth century to the present, looking at
what has united the people as well as the regional, cultural, and political differences that divide
them.
Nations are not trapped by their pasts, but events that happened hundreds or even thousands
of years ago continue to exert huge influence on present-day politics. If we are to understand
the politics that we now take for granted, we need to understand its origins. Francis Fukuyama
examines the paths that different societies have taken to reach their current forms of political
order. This book starts with the very beginning of mankind and comes right up to the eve of the
French and American revolutions, spanning such diverse disciplines as economics,
anthropology and geography. The Origins of Political Order is a magisterial study on the
emergence of mankind as a political animal, by one of the most eminent political thinkers
writing today.
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Analyzes novels by Stendhal, Dostoevsky, Eliot, Flaubert, Mann, Woolf, and Gadolis in terms
of their historical context
In this Second Edition of this radical social history of America from Columbus to the present,
Howard Zinn includes substantial coverage of the Carter, Reagan and Bush years and an
Afterword on the Clinton presidency. Its commitment and vigorous style mean it will be
compelling reading for under-graduate and post-graduate students and scholars in American
social history and American studies, as well as the general reader.

Although history was once considered a component of the study of literature, the
two fields have grown steadily apart since the sixteenth century. Today few
literary theorists and critics study history, and even fewer historians follow the
work of their colleagues in literature departments; instead, historians continue to
interpret the novel as literary critics and theorists did several decades ago.
Dominick LaCapra, an intellectual historian well versed in literary theory and
methodology, here addresses the complex role of the novel in history and
criticism, seeking to establish a few guiding principles for the study of the
historicity of literature. LaCapra provides historically informed readings of eight
major modern novels: Stendhal's Red and Black, Dostoevsky's Notes from
Underground, Eliot's Middle-march, Flaubert's Sentimental Education, Mann's
Death in Venice and Doctor Faustus, Woolf's To the Lighthouse, and Gaddis's
The Recognitions. In each reading, he explores the question of how the text
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relates to its historical and literary contexts in symptomatic, critical, and possibly
transformative ways. Eschewing both a narrow "intratextual" formalism and a
reductive "extratextual" historicism, he attempts to motivate the very selection of
relevant contexts for reading by drawing attention to the intellectual and
sociopolitical import of our exchange with the past. Throughout, LaCapra
consciously emulates the discursive strategy of these novels, thereby reinforcing
his assertion that historians have much to learn from modes of discourse they
have hitherto viewed as mere documentary symptoms of the past. The work of a
knowledgeable and discerning scholar, this bold attempt to create a more
engaging dialogue between the past and present will be stimulating reading for
intellectual historians and literary theorists.
With essays by Baru, Bart Beaty, Cécile Vernier Danehy, Hugo Frey, Pascal
Lefèvre, Fabrice Leroy, Amanda Macdonald, Mark McKinney, Ann Miller, and
Clare Tufts In Belgium, France, Switzerland, and other French-speaking
countries, many well-known comics artists have focused their attention on
historical and political events. In works ranging from comic books and graphic
novels to newspaper strips, cartoonists have addressed such controversial topics
as French and Belgian collaboration and resistance during World War II,
European colonialism and US imperialism, anti-Semitism in France, the
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integration of African immigrant groups in Europe, and the green and feminist
movements. History and Politics in French-Language Comics and Graphic
Novels collects new essays that address comics from a variety of viewpoints,
including a piece from practicing artist Baru. The explorations range from
discussion of such canonical works as Hergé's Tintin series to such
contemporary expressions as Baru's Road to America (2002), about the Algerian
War. Included are close readings of specific comics series and graphic novels,
such as Cécile Vernier Danehy's examination of Cosey's Saigon Hanoi, about
remembering the Vietnam War. Other writers use theoretical lenses as a means
of critiquing a broad range of comics, such as Bart Beaty's Bourdieu-inspired
reading of today's comics field, and Amanda Macdonald's analysis of bandes
dessinées (French comic books) in New Caledonia during the 1990s. The
anthology establishes the French-language comics tradition as one rich with
representations of history and politics and is one of the first English-language
collections to explore the subject.
In this fascinating new book, bestselling author and historian Nathaniel Lande
explores the Great War at the heart of the twentieth century through the prism of
theater. He presents the war as a drama that evolved and developed as it
progressed, a production staged and overseen by four contrasting masters:
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Roosevelt, Churchill, Hitler, and Stalin. Each leader used all the tools at his
disposal to present his own distinctive vision of the global drama that was the
Second World War. Each area of the media was fully exploited. Brilliantly
conceived oratory was applied to underscore each vision. Impression
management, the art of political spin, was employed to drive the message home
with the careful use of black and white propaganda. Each side employed
uniforms, meticulously staged events, and broadcast their messages via all
media available—motion pictures, radio broadcasts, posters, leaflets, and beyond.
Their ambitions were similar, but each leader had his own distinct methods, his
own carefully created script for elaborately produced and often wildly successful
acts and campaigns of deception to win hearts and minds on the frontlines and
the home front. The result of this investigation is a wholly distinctive and often
surprising work of history, a book that manages to cast a fresh light on the most
obsessively studied conflict in human history.
The production of history is premised on the selective erasure of certain pasts
and the artifacts that stand witness to them. From the elision of archival
documents to the demolition of sacred and secular spaces, each act of
destruction is also an act of state building. Following the 1991 Gulf War, political
elites in Saudi Arabia pursued these dual projects of historical commemoration
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and state formation with greater fervor to enforce their postwar vision for state,
nation, and economy. Seeing Islamist movements as the leading threat to state
power, they sought to de-center religion from educational, cultural, and spatial
policies. With this book, Rosie Bsheer explores the increasing secularization of
the postwar Saudi state and how it manifested in assembling a national archive
and reordering urban space in Riyadh and Mecca. The elites' project was rife with
ironies: in Riyadh, they employed world-renowned experts to fashion an imagined
history, while at the same time in Mecca they were overseeing the obliteration of
a thousand-year-old topography and its replacement with commercial
megaprojects. Archive Wars shows how the Saudi state's response to the
challenges of the Gulf War served to historicize a national space, territorialize a
national history, and ultimately refract both through new modes of capital
accumulation.
From youth culture to adolescent sexuality to the consumer purchasing power of
children en masse, studies are flourishing. Yet doing research on this
unquestionably more vulnerable—whether five or fifteen—population also poses a
unique set of challenges and dilemmas for researchers. How should a six-yearold be approached for an interview? What questions and topics are appropriate
for twelve year olds? Do parents need to give their approval for all studies? In
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Representing Youth, Amy L. Best has assembled an important group of essays
from some of today’s top scholars on the subject of youth that address these
concerns head on, providing scholars with thoughtful and often practical answers
to their many methodological concerns. These original essays range from how to
conduct research on youth in ways that can be empowering for them, to issues of
writing and representation, to respecting boundaries and to dealing with issues of
risk and responsibility to those interviewed. For anyone doing research or
working with children and young adults, Representing Youth offers an
indispensable guide to many of the unique dilemmas that research with kids
entails. Contributors: Amy L. Best, Sari Knopp Biklen, Elizabeth Chin, Susan
Driver, Marc Flacks, Kathryn Gold Hadley, Madeline Leonard, C.J. Pascoe,
Rebecca Raby, Alyssa Richman, Jessica Taft, Michael Ungar, Yvonne Vissing,
and Stephani Etheridge Woodson.
Satire by the author of Robinson Crusoe examines the rise of the historical force
known as "the devil," from Satan's origins to devilish influences on 18th-century
monarchs and ordinary folk.
Politics and the Novel clarifies the role of revolutionary ideas in fiction,
establishing the role of the political novel, and tracing the growth of this novel into
the 20th century. Examples are drawn from such classics as Stendhal's The Red
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and the Black, Dostoevsky's The Possessed, Conrad's The Secret Agent, and
Turgenev's Fathers and Sons. Howe examines how American novels failed to
integrate ideology into their works, including DeForests' Playing the Mischief,
Adams' Democracy, James' The Bostonians, and Hawthorne's The Bilthedale
Romance. he also discusses political fiction after World War II: Kundera's Book of
Laughter and Forgetting, Naipaul's Bend in the River, and Solzhenitsyn's The
First Circle, among others.
This highly readable narrative history of the Republican Party profiles the G.O.P.
from its emergence as an antislavery party during the 1850s to its current place
as champion of political conservatism.
"Politics and History in William Golding provides a much needed politicized and historicized
reading of William Golding's novels as a counter to previous, universalizing criticism. Paul
Crawford argues that an understanding of fantastic and carnivalesque modes in Golding's work
is vital if we are to appreciate fully his interrogation of twentieth-century life." "The fantastic and
carnivalesque are foundational to both the satirical and nonsatirical approaches that mark
Golding's early and late fiction. No previous study has analyzed this structure that is so central
to his work. Politics and History in William Golding examines this writer's work more fully than it
has been studied within the convoluted context of the last half of the twentieth century.
Crawford directly links Golding's various deployments of the fantastic and carnivalesque to
historical, political, and social change." --Book Jacket.
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Revised and updated, this long-awaited second edition provides a comprehensive introduction
to the most important American statesmen, activists, and writers regardless of the historical era
or political persuasion.
A dazzling, operatic debut novel following three generations of a Muslim Indian family
confronted with a nation on the brink of change. Working as a consultant for Kamala Harris’s
attorney general campaign in Obama-era San Francisco, Seema has constructed a successful
life for herself in the West, despite still struggling with her father’s long-ago decision to exile
her from the family after she came out as lesbian. Now, nine months pregnant and estranged
from the Black father of her unborn son, Seema seeks solace in the company of those she
once thought lost to her: her ailing mother, Nafeesa, traveling alone to California from Chennai,
and her devoutly religious sister, Tahera, a doctor living in Texas with her husband and
children. But instead of a joyful reconciliation anticipating the birth of a child, the events of this
fateful week unearth years of betrayal, misunderstanding, and complicated layers of love—a
tapestry of emotions as riveting and disparate as the era itself. Told from the point of view of
Seema’s child at the moment of his birth, and infused with the poetry of Wordsworth and
Keats and verses from the Quran, Radiant Fugitives is a moving tale of a family and a country
grappling with acceptance, forgiveness, and enduring love.
An illuminating history of North America's eleven rival cultural regions that explodes the red
state-blue state myth. North America was settled by people with distinct religious, political, and
ethnographic characteristics, creating regional cultures that have been at odds with one
another ever since. Subsequent immigrants didn't confront or assimilate into an “American” or
“Canadian” culture, but rather into one of the eleven distinct regional ones that spread over
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the continent each staking out mutually exclusive territory. In American Nations, Colin
Woodard leads us on a journey through the history of our fractured continent, and the rivalries
and alliances between its component nations, which conform to neither state nor international
boundaries. He illustrates and explains why “American” values vary sharply from one region to
another. Woodard (author of American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between
Individual Liberty and the Common Good) reveals how intranational differences have played a
pivotal role at every point in the continent's history, from the American Revolution and the Civil
War to the tumultuous sixties and the "blue county/red county" maps of recent presidential
elections. American Nations is a revolutionary and revelatory take on America's myriad
identities and how the conflicts between them have shaped our past and are molding our
future.
Offers a narrative history of the role of the U.S. in a series of coups, revolutions, and invasions
that toppled fourteen foreign governments, from the overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy in
1893 to the 2003 war in Iraq, and examines the sometimes disastrous long-term repercussions
of such operations. Reprint.
This volume provides a fresh perspective on current democratic theory and practice by
recovering the rich evaluations of democracy in the history of political thought. Each author
addresses a single thinker’s reflections on the virtues and defects of democracy and the
relationship between democracy and other regimes. Together, these essays explore the
tensions within the democratic way of life that arise from an attachment to equality, liberty,
citizenship, law, and the divine. Above all, this work aims at recovering a more complex
understanding of democracy, connecting the perennial questions of political philosophy to the
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perplexities and crises of modern democracy.
History of Gambia Political Governance and Economy. Democracy practices, Human right and
Trade Management. A Book on Gambia Environment will guide you through. Political risk in
the tiny West African state of “The Gambia” is high. Named after the small river around which
its borders fluctuate, the country hosts a dictatorship established in a 1994 coup. The country
also hosts Hizbollah operatives who conduct international financial transactions, and is one of
the top African cocaine transshipment points to Europe. Local businesses are considering
fleeing to Sierra Leone to escape a raft of seemingly arbitrary and protectionist laws
promulgated by the President for potentially personal reasons. Many small business owners
and foreign investors see Sierra Leone as a better alternative, and are considering migrating
their businesses. However, according to Ease of Doing Business data from the World Bank,
The Gambia has a fighting chance against its nearest competitor. In 2013
Originally published: New York: Doubleday, 2016.
This study emphasizes the pattern of literary change in Iran, as it focuses on the relationship
between the constructive elements of literary creativity, literary movement, ideology, and
metaphorical language of modern Persian authors.
Reveals how novels of political estrangement have drawn on cultural narratives to capture the
zeitgeist of the twentieth century and the disillusionment of modernism.>
Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize • Winner of the Council on Foreign Relations Arthur Ross Book
Award • One of the New York Times' Ten Best Books of the Year “Impressive . . . Mr. Judt
writes with enormous authority.” —The Wall Street Journal “Magisterial . . . It is, without a
doubt, the most comprehensive, authoritative, and yes, readable postwar history.” —The
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Boston Globe Almost a decade in the making, this much-anticipated grand history of postwar
Europe from one of the world's most esteemed historians and intellectuals is a singular
achievement. Postwar is the first modern history that covers all of Europe, both east and west,
drawing on research in six languages to sweep readers through thirty-four nations and sixty
years of political and cultural change-all in one integrated, enthralling narrative. Both
intellectually ambitious and compelling to read, thrilling in its scope and delightful in its small
details, Postwar is a rare joy. Judt's book, Ill Fares the Land, republished in 2021 featuring a
new preface by bestselling author of Between the World and Me and The Water Dancer, TaNehisi Coates.
Celebrating the lives of famous men and women, historic house museums showcase restored
rooms and period furnishings, and portray in detail their former occupants' daily lives. But
behind the gilded molding and curtain brocade lie the largely unknown, politically charged
stories of how the homes were first established as museums. Focusing on George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, Louisa May Alcott’s Orchard House, Thomas Jefferson’s
Monticello, and the Booker T. Washington National Monument, Patricia West shows how
historic houses reflect less the lives and times of their famous inhabitants than the political
pressures of the eras during which they were transformed into museums.
This timely special edition, published on the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Black
Panther Party, features a new preface by the authors that places the Party in a contemporary
political landscape, especially as it relates to Black Lives Matter and other struggles to fight
police brutality against black communities. In Oakland, California, in 1966, community college
students Bobby Seale and Huey Newton armed themselves, began patrolling the police, and
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promised to prevent police brutality. Unlike the Civil Rights Movement that called for full
citizenship rights for blacks within the United States, the Black Panther Party rejected the
legitimacy of the U.S. government and positioned itself as part of a global struggle against
American imperialism. In the face of intense repression, the Party flourished, becoming the
center of a revolutionary movement with offices in sixty-eight U.S. cities and powerful allies
around the world. Black against Empire is the first comprehensive overview and analysis of the
history and politics of the Black Panther Party. The authors analyze key political questions,
such as why so many young black people across the country risked their lives for the
revolution, why the Party grew most rapidly during the height of repression, and why allies
abandoned the Party at its peak of influence. Bold, engrossing, and richly detailed, this book
cuts through the mythology and obfuscation, revealing the political dynamics that drove the
explosive growth of this revolutionary movement and its disastrous unraveling. Informed by
twelve years of meticulous archival research, as well as familiarity with most of the former
Party leadership and many rank-and-file members, this book is the definitive history of one of
the greatest challenges ever posed to American state power.
The Ireland of Ulysses was still a part of Britain. This book is the first comprehensive, historical
study of Joyce's great novel in the context of Anglo-Irish political and cultural relations in the
period 1880-1920. The first forty years of Joyce's life also witnessed the emergence of what
historians now call English cultural nationalism. This formation was perceptible in a wide range
of different discourses. Ulysses engages with many of them. In doing so, it resists, transforms
and works to transcend the effects of British rule in Ireland. The novel was written in the years
leading up to Irish independence. It is powered by both a will to freedom and a will to justice.
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But the two do not always coincide, and Joyce does not place his art in the service of any
extant political cause. His struggle for independence has its own distinctive mode. The result is
a unique work of liberation--and revenge. This eminently learned but lucidly written book
transforms our understanding of Joyce's Ulysses. It does so by placing the novel firmly in the
historical context of Anglo-Irish political and cultural relations in the period 1880-1920. Gibson
argues that Ulysses is a great work of liberation that also takes a complex form of revenge on
the colonizer's culture.
This book traces the career of the most widely read and influential German novelist in the
second half of the Twentieth-century. It shows in particular how his experiences as a teenage
Nazi shaped his thinking, both in his novels and his role as critic and campaigner, from The Tin
Drum (1959), his most famous novel, to My Century (1999), from his public protest against the
building of the Berlin Wall (1961) to his diatribes against Helmut Kohl in the late 1990s. This
new paperback edition includes new material on his last two books, My Century and Crabwalk
including a revised Bibliography and Chronology.
The “End of History” is over. The idea that Western liberal democracy was the “final form of
human government” has been exposed as bluster: the old order is crumbling before our eyes.
Angry anti-politics have arisen to threaten political establishments across the world. Elites have
fallen into hysteria, blaming voters, “populism”, Putin, Facebook... anyone but themselves.
They are suffering from Neoliberal Order Breakdown Syndrome. Emerging from four years of
interviews and debates on the popular global politics podcast Aufhebunga Bunga, The End of
the End of History examines how the political consequences of the 2008 financial crisis have
come home to roost. If Trump and Brexit shattered the liberal-democratic consensus in 2016,
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then the global pandemic of 2020 put a final end to the “End of History”. Politics is back, but
it’s stranger than ever.

A sweeping memoir of American politics and history from Chris Matthews, New
York Times bestselling author and former host of MSNBC’s Hardball with Chris
Matthews. In This Country, Chris Matthews offers a panoramic portrait of
post–World War II America through the story of his remarkable life and career. It
is a story of risk and adventure, of self-reliance and service, of loyalty and
friendship. It is a story driven by an abiding faith in our country. Raised in a large
Irish-Catholic family in Philadelphia at a time when kids hid under their desks in
atomic war drills, Chris’s life etched a pattern: take a leap, live an adventure,
then learn what it means. As a young Peace Corps graduate, Chris moved to DC
and began knocking on doors on Capitol Hill. With dreams of becoming what Ted
Sorensen had been for Jack Kennedy, Chris landed as a staffer to Utah Senator
Frank Moss, where his eyes were opened to the game of big-league politics. In
the 1970s, Matthews mounted a campaign for Congress as a Democratic
maverick running against Philadelphia’s old political machine. He didn’t win the
most votes, but his grit put him on the path to a top job in the White House. As a
speechwriter for President Carter, Matthews witnessed the triumphs and
tragedies of that administration; from the diplomatic brilliance of the IsraeliPage 17/21
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Egyptian peace treaty to the disaster of the Iran hostage crisis. After Carter’s
defeat, Chris became chief of staff to legendary Speaker of the House Tip
O’Neill, a perch that gave him an on-the-job PhD in American politics during the
Reagan years. Chris then leapt to the other side of the political matrix as a
columnist and reporter. For the San Francisco Examiner, he covered the fall of
the Berlin Wall, the first all-races election in South Africa, the Good Friday
Agreement in Northern Ireland, and every American presidency from Reagan to
George W. Bush. Chris would go on to pioneer cable news with a fast-paced, nononsense television program. His show, Hardball with Chris Matthews, would
become a political institution for twenty years. As Chris charts his political
odyssey, he paints an energetic picture of a nation searching for its soul. He
reflects with grace and wisdom, showcasing the grand arc of the American story
through one life dedicated to its politics.
Explores the participation of the sentimental novel in political controversies of the
late eighteenth century.
New York Times Bestseller In the most ambitious one-volume American history
in decades, award-winning historian and New Yorker writer Jill Lepore offers a
magisterial account of the origins and rise of a divided nation, an urgently needed
reckoning with the beauty and tragedy of American history. Written in elegiac
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prose, Lepore’s groundbreaking investigation places truth itself—a devotion to
facts, proof, and evidence—at the center of the nation’s history. The American
experiment rests on three ideas—"these truths," Jefferson called them—political
equality, natural rights, and the sovereignty of the people. And it rests, too, on a
fearless dedication to inquiry, Lepore argues, because self-government depends
on it. But has the nation, and democracy itself, delivered on that promise? These
Truths tells this uniquely American story, beginning in 1492, asking whether the
course of events over more than five centuries has proven the nation’s truths, or
belied them. To answer that question, Lepore traces the intertwined histories of
American politics, law, journalism, and technology, from the colonial town
meeting to the nineteenth-century party machine, from talk radio to twenty-firstcentury Internet polls, from Magna Carta to the Patriot Act, from the printing
press to Facebook News. Along the way, Lepore’s sovereign chronicle is filled
with arresting sketches of both well-known and lesser-known Americans, from a
parade of presidents and a rogues’ gallery of political mischief makers to the
intrepid leaders of protest movements, including Frederick Douglass, the famed
abolitionist orator; William Jennings Bryan, the three-time presidential candidate
and ultimately tragic populist; Pauli Murray, the visionary civil rights strategist;
and Phyllis Schlafly, the uncredited architect of modern conservatism. Americans
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are descended from slaves and slave owners, from conquerors and the
conquered, from immigrants and from people who have fought to end
immigration. "A nation born in contradiction will fight forever over the meaning of
its history," Lepore writes, but engaging in that struggle by studying the past is
part of the work of citizenship. "The past is an inheritance, a gift and a burden,"
These Truths observes. "It can’t be shirked. There’s nothing for it but to get to
know it."
David Caute's wide-ranging study examines how outstanding novelists of the
Cold War era conveyed the major issues of contemporary politics and history. In
the United States and Western Europe the political novel flourished in the 1930s
and 1940s, the crisis years of economic depression, fascism, the Spanish Civil
War, the consolidation of Stalinism, and the Second World War. Starting with the
high hopes generated by the Spanish Civil War, Caute then explores the "god
that failed" pessimism that overtook the Western political novel in the 1940s. The
writers under scrutiny include Hemingway, Dos Passos, Orwell, Koestler,
Malraux, Serge, Greene, de Beauvoir, and Sartre. Strikingly diff erent
approaches to the burning issues of the time are found among orthodox Soviet
novelists such as Sholokhov, Fadeyev, Kochetov, and Pavlenko. Soviet official
culture continued to choke on modernism, formalism, satire, and allegory. In
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Russia and Eastern Europe dissident novelists offered contesting voices as they
engaged in the fraught re-telling of life under Stalinism. Studies of Pasternak,
Grossman, Chukovskaya, Wolf, Johnson, Kundera, and Vladimov lead on to
Aleksandr Solhenitsyn, viewed as a uniquely gifted critic of the Soviet system. A
sequence of thematic commentaries compare Western and Soviet fictional
responses to the Moscow trials, terror, forced labor, and the nature of
totalitarianism. The figures of Stalin and Lenin are shown to have fascinated
novelists. The emergence of the New Left in the 1960s generated a new wave of
fiction challenging America's global stance. Mailer, Doctorow, and Coover
brought fresh literary sensibilities to bear on such iconic events as the 1967 siege
of the Pentagon and the execution of the Rosenbergs. David Caute is a former
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, and Henry Fellow at Harvard. A visiting
professor at Columbia, NYU and University of California, Irvine, his most recent
work is The Dancer Defects: The Struggle for Cultural Supremacy During the
Cold War.
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