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'A compelling tale... a narrative that makes such a brave effort to see history as it evolves and not as it becomes.' SPECTATOR
Suffused with the tense atmosphere of the times, and with brilliant portraits of Hitler, Goebbels, Goering and Himmler amongst
others, Erik Larson's new book sheds unique light on events as they unfold, resulting in an unforgettable, addictively readable work
of narrative history. Berlin,1933. William E. Dodd, a mild-mannered academic from Chicago, has to his own and everyone else's
surprise, become America's first ambassador to Hitler's Germany, in a year that proves to be a turning point in history. Dodd and
his family, notably his vivacious daughter, Martha, observe at first-hand the many changes - some subtle, some disturbing, and
some horrifically violent - that signal Hitler's consolidation of power. Dodd has little choice but to associate with key figures in the
Nazi party, his increasingly concerned cables make little impact on an indifferent U.S. State Department, while Martha is drawn to
the Nazis and their vision of a 'New Germany' and has a succession of affairs with senior party players, including first chief of the
Gestapo, Rudolf Diels. But as the year darkens, Dodd and his daughter find their lives transformed and any last illusion they might
have about Hitler are shattered by the violence of the 'Night of the Long Knives' in the summer of 1934 that established him as
supreme dictator . . .
A riveting account of how the Nazi Party came to power and how the failures of the Weimar Republic and the shortsightedness of
German politicians allowed it to happen. Why did democracy fall apart so quickly and completely in Germany in the 1930s? How
did a democratic government allow Adolf Hitler to seize power? In The Death of Democracy, Benjamin Carter Hett answers these
questions, and the story he tells has disturbing resonances for our own time. To say that Hitler was elected is too simple. He would
never have come to power if Germany’s leading politicians had not responded to a spate of populist insurgencies by trying to coopt him, a strategy that backed them into a corner from which the only way out was to bring the Nazis in. Hett lays bare the
misguided confidence of conservative politicians who believed that Hitler and his followers would willingly support them, not
recognizing that their efforts to use the Nazis actually played into Hitler’s hands. They had willingly given him the tools to turn
Germany into a vicious dictatorship. Benjamin Carter Hett is a leading scholar of twentieth-century Germany and a gifted
storyteller whose portraits of these feckless politicians show how fragile democracy can be when those in power do not respect it.
He offers a powerful lesson for today, when democracy once again finds itself embattled and the siren song of strongmen sounds
ever louder.
Uncovers the means by which Hitler built the base from which the Third Reich would rise through contributions, bribery, and
blackmail.
"The harsh Armistice terms of 1918, the short-lived Weimar Republic, Hindenburg's senile vacillations, and behind-the-scene
power plays form the backbone of this excellent study covering German history during the first three-and-a-half decades of the
century."--Publishers website.
Challenging the traditional belief that Hitler's supporters were largely from the lower middle class, Richard F. Hamilton analyzes
Nazi electoral successes by turning to previously untapped sources--urban voting records. This examination of data from a series
of elections in fourteen of the largest German cities shows that in most of them the vote for the Nazis varied directly with the class
level of the district, with the wealthiest districts giving it the strongest support. Originally published in 1982. The Princeton Legacy
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished
backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in
durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
Was Hitler rational? This question has spawned vociferous debates among historians, and has fascinated every layman who has
ever dipped into a biography of Hitler. In Hitler and Abductive Logic, Ben Novak argues that Hitler was rational—one of the most
logical political leaders of modern times—but not according to ordinary inductive or deductive logic. Instead, Hitler used a new form
of logic called abductive logic, which he used as a "trick" to seduce crowds and rise to power. Now, for the first time, the method
that Hitler employed is revealed so that it can be recognized and combated.
Originally published: Germany: S. Fischer Verlag.
A concise and timely account of Hitler’s—and Fascism’s—rise to power and ultimate defeat, from one of America’s most famous
journalists. American journalist and author William L. Shirer was a correspondent for six years in Nazi Germany—and had a frontrow seat for Hitler’s rise to power. His most definitive work on the subject, The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, is a riveting
account defined by first-person experience interviewing Hitler, watching his impassioned speeches, and living in a country
transformed by war and dictatorship. William Shirer was originally commissioned to write The Rise and Fall of Adolf Hitler for a
young adult audience. This account loses none of the immediacy of The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich—capturing Hitler’s rise
from obscurity, the horror of Nazi Germany’s mass killings, and the paranoia and insanity that marked Hitler’s downfall. This book
is by no means simplified—and is sure to appeal to adults as well as young people with an interest in World War II history. “For
nearly 100 years William L Shirer has spoken to us of fascism, Nazis, and Hitler . . . [He] tells the unvarnished truth as he
experienced it . . . I figured this school-type book wasn’t going to tell me anything new. But when I started reading, I realized that I
wasn’t reading for the facts anymore. I listened to his story and heard the urgency in his voice: a voice from nearly 60 years ago
telling us the truth about today.” —Daily Kos
Delving into the controversy surrounding the fire that burned down the Reichstag and ignited the Third Reich, this gripping account of Hitler's
rise to dictatorship reopens the arson case, profiling key figures and making use of new sources and archives to reinvestigate one of the
greatest mysteries of the Nazi period.
The author of the critically acclaimed Hitler's Private Library presents a gripping historical narrative that tells the story of Josef Hartinger, a
local Munich prosecutor, who openly challenged the homicidal impulses of the Third Reich and risked everything in his relentless pursuit of
justice. 30,000 first printing.
"From the author of Hitler: Ascent, 1889-1939--a riveting account of the dictator's final years, when he got the war he wanted but his
leadership led to catastrophe for his nation, the world, and himself."-Germany's financial collapse in the summer of 1931 was one of the biggest economic catastrophes of modern history. It led to a global panic,
brought down the international monetary system, and turned a worldwide recession into a prolonged depression. The crisis also contributed
decisively to the rise of Hitler. Within little more than a year of its onset, the Nazis were Germany's largest political party at both the regional
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and national level, paving the way for Hitler's eventual seizure of power in January 1933. The origins of the collapse lay in Germany's large
pile of foreign debt denominated in gold-backed currencies, which condemned the German government to cut spending, raise taxes, and
lower wages in the middle of a worldwide recession. As political resistance to this policy of austerity grew, the German government began to
question its debt obligations, prompting foreign investors to panic and sell their German assets. The resulting currency crisis led to the failure
of the already weakened banking system and a partial sovereign default. Hitler managed to profit from the crisis because he had been the
most vocal critic of the reparation regime responsible for the lion's share of German debts. As the financial system collapsed, his relentless
attacks against foreign creditors and the alleged complicity of the German government resonated more than ever with the electorate. The
ruling parties that were responsible for the situation lost their credibility and became defenceless in the face of his onslaught against an
establishment allegedly selling the country out to her foreign creditors. Meanwhile, these creditors hesitated too long to take the wind out of
Hitler's sails by offering debt relief. In this way, a financial crisis soon developed into a political catastrophe for both Europe and the world.
In 1945, amidst the ruins of a bomb-damaged German home a tattered book, Deutschland Erwache, was recovered as a souvenir by a British
soldier. This rare and invaluable primary resource now forms the basis of The Rise of Hitler Illustrated, which is a photographic record of
Hitlers' rise to power from when he was born in 1889, as he took over the hearts and minds of the German people, and his eventual arrival at
the top.??The original book is typical of the propaganda of the time, with the obvious non-critical acceptance of everything that Adolf Hitler
was and what he stood for. It attempts to present him as a peace–loving man, who wanted nothing other than quiet in his 'beloved Alps', who
dearly loved children and was kind to all. But as we all know, the truth was completely different. He was a man who, despite his unbounded
evilness, was able to assert limitless power over a nation before creating maximum misery for millions.??When found, the original book was
divest of its cover and all the worse for wear, but Trevor Salisbury has gone to every effort to salvage some of the images, the result – a fresh
and new perspective that sheds light on Hitler's control of Germany. It is a welcome addition to Pen & Sword's highly acclaimed Images of
War series.
'A most valuable contribution to our undertsanding of one of the key events of the century. Professor Turner has provided by far the most
detailed analysis yet of these events, and he eneables us to follow every twist and turn of the plot with admirable clarity. Above all he
presents us with a shrewd and judicious assessment of the roles of the various characters involved and of their respnosibility for the
catastrophic outcome' TLS 'Racy, but deeply serious…the story reads like a thriller, full of clandestine meetings and backstairs intrigue, in
which a handful of individuals engaged in high politics, not impersonal forces, bring about the catastrophe' The Times
Understanding Adolf Hitler's ideology provides insights into the mental world of an extremist politics that, over the course of the Third Reich,
developed explosive energies culminating in the Second World War and the Holocaust. Too often the theories underlying National Socialism
or Nazism are dismissed as an irrational hodge-podge of ideas. Yet that ideology drove Hitler's quest for power in 1933, colored everything in
the Third Reich, and transformed him, however briefly, into the most powerful leader in the world. How did he discover that ideology? How
was it that cohorts of leaders, followers, and ordinary citizens adopted aspects of National Socialism without experiencing the "leader" firsthand or reading his works? They shared a collective desire to create a harmonious, racially select, "community of the people" to build on
Germany's socialist-oriented political culture and to seek national renewal. If we wish to understand the rise of the Nazi Party and the new
dictatorship's remarkable staying power, we have to take the nationalist and socialist aspects of this ideology seriously. Hitler became a kind
of representative figure for ideas, emotions, and aims that he shared with thousands, and eventually millions, of true believers who were of
like mind . They projected onto him the properties of the "necessary leader," a commanding figure at the head of a uniformed corps that
would rally the masses and storm the barricades. It remains remarkable that millions of people in a well-educated and cultured nation
eventually came to accept or accommodate themselves to the tenants of an extremist ideology laced with hatred and laden with such obvious
murderous implications.
Journalist Konrad Heiden was one of the first to hear the young Adolf Hitler’s rousing orations and to recognize his political ingenuity and
perverse, self-serving ideology. As a staff reporter on the Frankfurter Zeitung, Heiden was one of the first writers to take a stand against
Nazism, and his is the only contemporary document to give the whole story of Hitler’s rise to power from the very beginning to the day in
1934 when the Blood Purge eliminated the last opposition, leaving him absolute dictator of Germany. As Heiden states, “his path of murder
and violence was, in accordance with Hitler’s beliefs, the right path to greatness.” First published at the height of the Second World War, this
new edition of Heiden’s work, which the New York Times Book Review called “remorselessly, ruthlessly objective,” shows it to be not only a
profound and revealing narrative but also an important historical document essential to both historian and layman for a greater understanding
of the calamitous events that dominated the twentieth century.

The chilling and little-known story of Adolf Hitler's eight-year march to the pinnacle of German politics. On the night of
January 30, 1933, Adolf Hitler leaned out of a spotlit window of the Reich chancellery in Berlin, bursting with joy. The
moment seemed unbelievable, even to Hitler. After an improbable political journey that came close to faltering on many
occasions, his march to power had finally succeeded. While the path of Hitler's rise has been told in books covering
larger portions of his life, no previous work has focused solely on his eight-year climb to rule: 1925-1933. Renowned
author Peter Ross Range brings this period back to startling life with a narrative history that describes brushes with
power, quests for revenge, nonstop electioneering, American-style campaign tactics, and-for Hitler-moments of gloating
triumph followed by abject humiliation. Indeed, this is the tale of a high-school dropout's climb from the infamy of a failed
coup to the highest office in Europe's largest country. It is a saga of personal growth and lavish living, a melodrama rife
with love affairs and even suicide attempts. But it is also the definitive account of Hitler's unrelenting struggle for control
over his raucous movement, as he fought off challenges, built and bullied coalitions, quelled internecine feuds and
neutralized his enemies-all culminating in the creation of the Third Reich and the western world's descent into darkness.
One of the most dramatic and important stories in world history, Hitler's ascent spans Germany's wobbly recovery from
World War I through years of growing prosperity and, finally, into crippling depression.
From a prize-winning historian, the definitive biography of Adolph Hitler Hitler offers a deeply learned and radically
revisionist biography, arguing that the dictator's main strategic enemy, from the start of his political career in the 1920s,
was not communism or the Soviet Union, but capitalism and the United States. Whereas most historians have argued
that Hitler underestimated the American threat, Simms shows that Hitler embarked on a preemptive war with the United
States precisely because he considered it such a potent adversary. The war against the Jews was driven both by his
anxiety about combatting the supposed forces of international plutocracy and by a broader desire to maintain the
domestic cohesion he thought necessary for survival on the international scene. A powerfully argued and utterly definitive
account of a murderous tyrant we thought we understood, Hitler is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand
the origins and outcomes of the Second World War.
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Adolf Hitler was an unlikely leader âe" fuelled by hate, incapable of forming normal human relationships, unwilling to
debate political issues âe" and yet he commanded enormous support. So how was it possible that Hitler became such an
attractive figure to millions of people? That is the important question at the core of Laurence Reesâe(tm) new book. The
Holocaust, the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union, the outbreak of the Second World War âe" all these cataclysmic events
and more can be laid at Hitlerâe(tm)s door. Hitler was a war criminal arguably without precedent in the history of the
world. Yet, as many who knew him confirm, Hitler was still able to exert a powerful influence over the people who
encountered him. In this fascinating book to accompany his new BBC series, the acclaimed historian and documentary
maker Laurence Rees examines the nature of Hitlerâe(tm)s appeal, and reveals the role Hitlerâe(tm)s supposed
âe~charismaâe(tm) played in his success. Reesâe(tm) previous work has explored the inner workings of the Nazi state in
The Nazis: A Warning from History and the crimes they committed in Auschwitz: The Nazis and the Final Solution. The
Charisma of Adolf Hitler is a natural culmination of twenty years of writing and research on the Third Reich, and a
remarkable examination of the man and the mind at the heart of it all.
During a 1931 trial of four Nazi stormtroopers, known as the Eden Dance Palace trial, Hans Litten grilled Hitler in a
brilliant and merciless three-hour cross-examination, forcing him into multiple contradictions and evasions and finally
reducing him to helpless and humiliating rage (the transcription of Hitler's full testimony is included.) At the time, Hitler
was still trying to prove his embrace of legal methods, and distancing himself from his stormtroopers. The courageous
Litten revealed his true intentions, and in the process, posed a real threat to Nazi ambition. When the Nazis seized power
two years after the trial, friends and family urged Litten to flee the country. He stayed and was sent to the concentration
camps, where he worked on translations of medieval German poetry, shared the money and food he was sent by his
wealthy family, and taught working-class inmates about art and literature. When Jewish prisoners at Dachau were locked
in their barracks for weeks at a time, Litten kept them sane by reciting great works from memory. After five years of
torture and hard labor-and a daring escape that failed-Litten gave up hope of survival. His story was ultimately tragic but,
as Benjamin Hett writes in this gripping narrative, it is also redemptive. "It is a story of human nobility in the face of
barbarism." The first full-length biography of Litten, the book also explores the turbulent years of the Weimar Republic
and the terror of Nazi rule in Germany after 1933. [in sidebar] Winner of the 2007 Fraenkel Prize for outstanding work of
contemporary history, in manuscript. To be published throughout the world.
Uncovers the means by which Hitler built the foundation on which the Third Reich would rise through contributions,
bribery, and blackmail
In one of the darker aspects of Nazi Germany, churches and universities - generally respected institutions - grew to
accept and support Nazi ideology. Complicity in the Holocaust describes how the state's intellectual and spiritual leaders
enthusiastically partnered with Hitler's regime, becoming active participants in the persecution of Jews, effectively giving
Germans permission to participate in the Nazi regime. Ericksen also examines Germany's deeply flawed yet successful
postwar policy of denazification in these institutions.
Mein Kampf
For more than one hundred twenty-five years virtually every history book in print has contended that no white man
survived the Battle of the Little Big Horn, where Custer made his famous last stand. This book provides compelling proof
that at least one member of the Seventh Cavalry, a man named William Heath, did indeed escape. In this intriguing
analysis of hitherto neglected historical documents, Vincent J. Genovese provides verifiable evidence that dispels the
long-held myth that none of Custer's soldiers survived the massacre that took place in Montana on June 25,
1876.Genovese chronicles the life of this Lazarus of the Little Big Horn who joined the army at age 27 after fleeing from
Pennsylvania under threats on his life. Documents show that Billy Heath lived in a small coal-mining town in
Pennsylvania and that he enlisted in the Seventh Cavalry in 1875, not long before the fateful battle. Further, U.S. Army
records verify that he was one of the soldiers at the Little Big Horn. His name also appears on a list of those killed in
action and is inscribed on the official monument that stands at the battle site.What makes Genovese's contribution to the
history of this famous event so interesting are public records that he here introduces, which show indisputably that
William Heath lived on for fourteen more years after the Battle of the Little Big Horn. Birth records from his hometown in
Schuylkill County, PA, indicate that he fathered seven children before dying in obscurity. His gravestone still exists in the
local cemetery.This is a unique and fascinating re-evaluation of a storied event in American history, which will surely
provoke controversy.Vincent J. Genovese is the author of The Angel of Ashland: Practicing Compassion and Tempting
Fate-A Biography of Robert Spencer, M.D.
Interlink's new illustrated history series seeks to explore the persistent themes of our recent past in order to prepare for
the new century. Each volume offers a concise yet comprehensive analysis of a particular political, cultural or social
phenomenon and is lavishly illustrated with color and b&w photographs and maps.
The classic history of Adolph Hitler's rise to power and his dramatic defeat
A look at Adolf Hitler’s residences and their role in constructing and promoting the dictator’s private persona both within
Germany and abroad. Adolf Hitler’s makeover from rabble-rouser to statesman coincided with a series of dramatic home
renovations he undertook during the mid-1930s. This provocative book exposes the dictator’s preoccupation with his
private persona, which was shaped by the aesthetic and ideological management of his domestic architecture. Hitler’s
bachelor life stirred rumors, and the Nazi regime relied on the dictator’s three dwellings—the Old Chancellery in Berlin,
his apartment in Munich, and the Berghof, his mountain home on the Obersalzberg—to foster the myth of the Führer as a
morally upstanding and refined man. Author Despina Stratigakos also reveals the previously untold story of Hitler’s
interior designer, Gerdy Troost, through newly discovered archival sources. At the height of the Third Reich, media
outlets around the world showcased Hitler’s homes to audiences eager for behind-the-scenes stories. After the war,
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fascination with Hitler’s domestic life continued as soldiers and journalists searched his dwellings for insights into his
psychology. The book’s rich illustrations, many previously unpublished, offer readers a rare glimpse into the decisions
involved in the making of Hitler’s homes and into the sheer power of the propaganda that influenced how the world saw
him. “Inarguably the powder-keg title of the year.”—Mitchell Owen, Architectural Digest “A fascinating read, which
reminds us that in Nazi Germany the architectural and the political can never be disentangled. Like his own confected
image, Hitler’s buildings cannot be divorced from their odious political hinterland.”—Roger Moorhouse, Times
A book examining the strange terrain of Nazi sympathizers, nonintervention campaigners and other voices in America
who advocated on behalf of Nazi Germany in the years before World War II. Americans who remember World War II
reminisce about how it brought the country together. The less popular truth behind this warm nostalgia: until the attack on
Pearl Harbor, America was deeply, dangerously divided. Bradley W. Hart's Hitler's American Friends exposes the
homegrown antagonists who sought to protect and promote Hitler, leave Europeans (and especially European Jews) to
fend for themselves, and elevate the Nazi regime. Some of these friends were Americans of German heritage who joined
the Bund, whose leadership dreamed of installing a stateside Führer. Some were as bizarre and hair-raising as the Silver
Shirt Legion, run by an eccentric who claimed that Hitler fulfilled a religious prophesy. Some were Midwestern Catholics
like Father Charles Coughlin, an early right-wing radio star who broadcast anti-Semitic tirades. They were even members
of Congress who used their franking privilege—sending mail at cost to American taxpayers—to distribute German
propaganda. And celebrity pilot Charles Lindbergh ended up speaking for them all at the America First Committee. We
try to tell ourselves it couldn't happen here, but Americans are not immune to the lure of fascism. Hitler's American
Friends is a powerful look at how the forces of evil manipulate ordinary people, how we stepped back from the ledge, and
the disturbing ease with which we could return to it.
‘The contribution made by American capitalism to German war preparations can only be described as phenomenal. It
was certainly crucial to German military capabilities... Not only was an influential sector of American business aware of
the nature of Naziism, but for its own purposes aided Naziism wherever possible (and profitable) - with full knowledge
that the probable outcome would be war involving Europe and the United States.’ Penetrating a cloak of falsehood,
deception and duplicity, Professor Antony C. Sutton reveals one of the most remarkable but unreported facts of the
Second World War: that key Wall Street banks and American businesses supported Hitler’s rise to power by financing
and trading with Nazi Germany. Carefully tracing this closely guarded secret through original documents and eyewitness
accounts, Sutton comes to the unsavoury conclusion that the catastrophic Second World War was extremely profitable
for a select group of financial insiders. He presents a thoroughly documented account of the role played by J.P. Morgan,
T.W. Lamont, the Rockefeller interests, General Electric Company, Standard Oil, National City Bank, Chase and
Manhattan banks, Kuhn, Loeb and Company, General Motors, the Ford Motor Company, and scores of others in helping
to prepare the bloodiest, most destructive war in history. This classic study, first published in 1976 - the third volume of a
trilogy - is reproduced here in its original form. (The other volumes in the series study the 1917 Lenin-Trotsky Revolution
in Russia and the 1933 election of Franklin D. Roosevelt in the United States.)
The chilling story of the hundred days in the spring of 1933 in which the Nazis laid the foundations for their Third Reich.
By scrutinizing the major corporate archives of Weimar and Nazi Germany, the author reveals the dynamics between
corporations and political machines and locates evidence indicating that big business did not, on balance, support Hitler's
political program
The Death of DemocracyHitler's Rise to Power and the Downfall of the Weimar RepublicHenry Holt and Company
“Hitlerland is a bit of a guilty pleasure. Reading about the Nazis is not supposed to be fun, but Nagorski manages to make it so.
Readers new to this story will find it fascinating” (The Washington Post). Hitler’s rise to power, Germany’s march to the abyss, as
seen through the eyes of Americans—diplomats, military officers, journalists, expats, visiting authors, Olympic athletes—who
watched horrified and up close. “Engaging if chilling…a broader look at Americans who had a ringside seat to Hitler’s rise” (USA
TODAY), Hitlerland offers a gripping narrative full of surprising twists—and a startlingly fresh perspective on this heavily dissected
era.
The dark story of Adolf Hitler's life in 1924 -- the year that made a monster. Before Adolf Hitler's rise to power in Germany, there
was 1924. This was the year of Hitler's final transformation into the self-proclaimed savior and infallible leader who would interpret
and distort Germany's historical traditions to support his vision for the Third Reich. Everything that would come -- the rallies and
riots, the single-minded deployment of a catastrophically evil idea -- all of it crystallized in one defining year. 1924 was the year
that Hitler spent locked away from society, in prison and surrounded by co-conspirators of the failed Beer Hall Putsch. It was a
year of deep reading and intensive writing, a year of courtroom speeches and a treason trial, a year of slowly walking gravel paths
and spouting ideology while working feverishly on the book that became his manifesto: Mein Kampf. Until now, no one has fully
examined this single and pivotal period of Hitler's life. In 1924, Peter Ross Range richly depicts the stories and scenes of a year
vital to understanding the man and the brutality he wrought in a war that changed the world forever.
In this succinct, fact-based, insightful analysis of Hitler and his impact on the world, Sebastian Haffner displays his skills as a firstclass journalist and a student of German and modern European history. A keen psychologist, he describes the man, the politician,
the ideologue, the military leader, the mass-murderer, and ultimately the traitor to his own (adopted) country. “Mr Haffner ... has
exposed better, and more briefly, than anyone else the clockwork of that infernal machine” — Gordon Brook-Shepherd, Sunday
Telegraph “Lucid, informative and provocative.” — Golo Mann, Der Spiegel “Nothing I have read on the Third Reich has been as
valuable as Sebastian Haffner’s Meaning of Hitler” — Manfred Rommel, Stuttgarter Nachrichten “a stimulating book, brilliant and
rich in ideas; in short a masterpiece of historical essay writing.” — Joachim Fest, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung “This study ...
deserves the highest praise. There is nothing of this brevity and depth to inform the younger generation and give those who lived
through the era food for thought.” — Peter Diehl-Thiele, Süddeutsche Zeitung “He circumnavigates the Hitler phenomenon in order
to illuminate it from seven different viewpoints, and that in under 200 lucid and precise pages without assuming any prior
knowledge.” — Peter Graf Kielmansegg, Münchner Merkur “not one more biography but an analysis - a most penetrating analysis Page 4/5
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of what Hitler was up to in his astonishing career” — A.L. Rowse “Sebastian Haffner’s book already has received recognition ... as
perhaps the best that has dealt with the phenomenon of Hitler and his impact on the 20th century. It is better than Trevor-Roper’s
best-seller, The Last Days of Hitler ... a most penetrating analysis of what Hitler was up to in his astonishing career.” — The New
Republic “Tough-minded evaluation of Hitler’s career ... That this book was a best-seller in Germany [43 weeks] indicates that
Haffner’s countrymen welcomed this compact, lucid, hard-headed reexamination of contemporary history.” — Publishers Weekly
“Until [1991], as Sebastian Haffner wrote in his short, matchless book The Meaning of Hitler (1978), we had been living in the
Europe which Hitler created for us: the split continent and the mutilated, divided Germany.” — Neal Ascherson, The Observer
The book concentrates on Hitler's unique contribution to the development of the Nazi Party and explores the key developments of
the Nazi Party before 1933. Beginning with an overview of the personality and early life of Hitler the book goes on to examine: the
birth of the Nazi Party and its early development Nazi ideology the organisation, propaganda and membership of the Nazi Party
the growth of electoral support for the Nazis the reasons why Hitler came to power. The author takes issue with the conventional
view of Hitler's rise to power and offers a fresh viewpoint which lays stress on the significant contribution and impact made on
events by Hitler's charismatic leadership and the effective propaganda and organisation of the Nazi Party. Also containing primary
documents, a chronology of key events, glossary of key terms and a Who's Who of leading figures.
The Nazis never won a majority in free elections, but soon after Hitler took power most people turned away from democracy and
backed the Nazi regime. Hitler won growing support even as he established the secret police (Gestapo) and concentration camps.
What has been in dispute for over fifty years is what the Germans knew about these camps, and in what ways were they involved
in the persecution of 'race enemies', slave workers, and social outsiders. To answer these questions, and to explore the public
sides of Nazi persecution, Robert Gellately has consulted an array of primary documents. He argues that the Nazis did not cloak
their radical approaches to 'law and order' in utter secrecy, but played them up in the press and loudly proclaimed the superiority of
their system over all others. They publicized their views by drawing on popular images, cherished German ideals, and long held
phobias, and were able to win over converts to their cause. The author traces the story from 1933, and shows how war and
especially the prospect of defeat radicalized Nazism. As the country spiralled toward defeat, Germans for the most part held on
stubbornly. For anyone who contemplated surrender or resistance, terror became the order of the day.
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