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This book illuminates what must always be at the heart of powerful schooling and authentic learning. Its focus is on free learning, with an
emphasis on early East Asian thought as a vehicle through which learning may emerge. The volume describes learning as helping the learner
become more conscious, more aware. As such the authors explain how quality learning encompasses all learning that is chosen by the
learner. It is non-judgmental and their idea is that if learning is done by choice then direct harm will be mitigated because quality, willed
learning is not just about the individual, but includes others — it is community focused as well as self-determined. In the first part of the volume
the authors look specifically at how quality willed learning can inform the state and how it can protect the rights of children. The second part
looks at what quality willed learning can mean to leaders. In the last part the authors look at what it can mean for teachers and finally what it
can mean for the learners themselves.
Explores the theory, practice, and poetics of spiritual and holistic education. In Holistic Learning and Spirituality in Education, scholars from
around the globe address the theory, practice, and poetics of holistic education. Some of the topics explored include educating the soul;
partnership education; nourishing adolescents’ spirituality; education and the modern assault on being human; the Eros of teaching; personal
creativity as soul work; pedagogies of compassion; and meditation, masculinity, and meaningful life. "This book contains exceptionally
thoughtful analyses and genuine wisdom. The authors, many of whom are leading voices for a more holistic understanding of education, raise
vitally essential questions about the nature and purpose of education. They provide a coherent, deeply reflective understanding of holistic
education as a response to these questions." — Ron Miller, author of What Are Schools For? Holistic Education in American Culture
Contributors include Gary Babiuk, Marni Binder, Rina Cohen, Diana Denton, Riane Eisler, David Forbes, Selia Karsten, Isabella Colalillo
Kates, Rachael Kessler, Bok Young Kim, Anna F. Lemkow, John P. Miller, Thomas Moore, Ayako Nozawa, Deborah Orr, Edmund
O’Sullivan, Young-Mann Park, Christopher Reynolds, Susan A. Schiller, Douglas Sloan, Celeste Snowber, Min-Young Song, Leslie Owen
Wilson, and Atsuhiko Yoshida.
The author explores education from the essential principles of Tawhid (Oneness of God, humanity, knowledge); fitrah (concept of human
nature); and the role of humans as vicegerents of God on earth (responsibility and stewardship). The current education system dates back a
hundred years or more, and is in desperate need of a 'reboot'. In developing the industrialized society, the education system itself became
like a factory, the end product being pupils who merely regurgitate facts, and themselves end up as cogs in the machine that is the wider
industrial complex. The legacy of this is a soulless ‘functional’ educational system that fails to develop pupils to meet the present and future
needs of individuals and their expectations. This failure inevitably impacts on society and humanity at large. Society has long since moved
beyond the industrial revolution and into an age of global connectedness where the sum of human knowledge is freely available via the
internet. It is an age where people are generally more well informed and on a variety of issues. An effective holistic educational philosophy is
required, one that gives full spiritual meaning to all that a child learns. It should equip children with spiritual awareness, morals and values,
social responsibility and accountability, self-discipline and self-determination, self-confidence and empowerment, ambition and aspiration
tempered with thoughtfulness and a sense of gratitude.
This book investigates the concept and practises of imaginative teaching. Since Rudolf Steiner (founder of the Waldorf schools) wrote
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extensively on the subject and is renowned for his contributions to education, his work is used to develop insights into the nature of
'imaginative teaching'. Given the societal changes since Steiner's time, however, the topic is further developed by examining imaginative
teaching in three Steiner primary classrooms, using the methodological means of ethnography and phenomenology. The insights gained from
this undertaking are used to re-theorise aspects of Steiner's writings about imagination and holistic education. In this study it is argued that
imaginative teaching is made up of three modes of pedagogy and seven teaching methods, and that these modes and methods form a most
potent means for connecting children with aesthetic, intellectual and physical development.
This pioneering book in elite athlete wellbeing brings together the narratives of athletes and wellbeing practitioners in high-performance sport
with cutting-edge theorizing from world-leading academics to explore pertinent mental wellbeing matters that present for elite athletes both
during and after their careers. The journey of the elite athlete is considered from entering the high-performance system as a youth performer
through to retirement, with contributions illuminating the ways in which mental wellbeing can be impacted – both negatively and positively –
through common place experiences. Methods of creating holistic high-performance sports cultures along with common mental wellbeing
influencers, such as parents, education, faith, injury and (de)selection are explored, as well as the ramifications of uncommon events on
mental wellbeing, such as whistleblowing, legal disputes, psychological disorders and COVID-19. Drawing on this analysis, the book then
proffers thought-provoking strategies for how the mental wellbeing of both athletes and staff can be understood, developed and supported,
ultimately driving elite sport cultural transformation to put the person first and the athlete second. Each chapter presents the wellbeing
experience from the vantage of the athlete or the wellbeing practitioner, followed by an academic unpacking of the situation. This makes the
book a must read for students and researchers working in sport coaching, sport psychology, applied sport science or sport management, as
well as practitioners interested in facilitating a duty of care for high performing athletes, and working in coaching, sport science support,
athlete development programs, NGB policy and administration or welfare services.
Click on the link below to access this e-book. Please note that you may require an Athens account.
Holistic education is concerned with connections in human experience - connections between mind and body, between linear thinking and
intuitive ways of knowing, between individual and community, and between the personal self and the transpersonal self. First published in
1988, The Holistic Curriculum examines the philosophical, psychological, and social foundations of holistic education, outlining its history and
discussing practical applications in the classroom. This revised and expanded second edition concisely describes how holistic thinking
integrates spiritual and scientific perspectives, drawing on romantic, humanistic, and other radical alternatives to the atomistic worldview of
the modern age. The role of the teacher, the issue of accountability, and strategies for implementing the Holistic Curriculum are also
discussed.
This volume brings together the views of academics and researches from a range of European educational traditions to reflect on the
contribution of holism to language learning, drawing on research and practice in various areas of second language acquisition. The volume is
divided into four sections which move broadly from theoretical to particular methodological and practical considerations. The individual
chapters address and evaluate the following questions: What are the theoretical bases of holistic learning and how can it encompass
language teaching? Do approaches to language learning exist which succeed in engaging with language learners as individual, dynamic,
complex 'whole' human beings? What reflections are relevant from the different points of view of teacher and learner? What are the
pedagogical implications? Can holistic approaches be adopted within schools and universities? How can technology enhance holistic
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language learning? How can the scope and limits of this concept be delineated?
The book presents a holistic approach to organization performance improvements by lessons learned management. Such an approach is
required because specific methods, such as debriefing, task management or procedures updates, do not achieve actual improvements. The
presented model spans the entire life cycle of lessons learned: Starting from creating new lessons, moving on to knowledge refining and
ending with smart integration into the organizational environment so future re-use of knowledge is enabled. The model also addresses other
sources of organizational learning including quality processes and employee experience utilization.
This book consists of a collection of selected papers presented at the TARC International Conference 2016 held from 17 to 18 October, 2016.
It offers a tool for empowering schools and teachers as a way forward for transforming education.
"Drawing on wide-ranging literature from a variety of relevant disciplines, as well as their own extensive experience in teaching spoken
English, the authors give a fascinating, comprehensive, and insightful account of the nature of second language speaking skills. The research
and theory they survey then serves as the basis for the principles, strategies, and procedures they propose for the teaching of spoken
English. This book will, therefore, provide an invaluable resource for teachers, teachers in training, and researchers, providing both a state-ofthe-art survey of the field as well as a source of practical ideas for those involved in planning, teaching, and evaluating courses and materials
for the teaching of spoken English"-As the educational system continues to evolve, it is essential that educators of today devise innovative and strategic approaches to program
development and assessment. The Handbook of Research on Program Development and Assessment Methodologies in K-20 Education is
an essential reference source for the latest terminology and concepts related to program development. Featuring extensive coverage on a
broad range of topics such as cognitive diagnostic assessments, self-directed learning, and digital education, this publication is ideally
designed for educators, students, program designers, and librarians seeking current research on inventive strategies and practices to
enhance education in the 21st century.
These conference proceedings showcase a rich and practical exchange of approaches and vital evidence-based practices taking place
around the world. They clarify the complex challenges involved in bringing about a holistic educational environment in schools and institutes
of higher learning that fosters greater understanding and offer valuable insights on how to avoid the pitfalls that come with rolling out holistic
approaches to education. To do so, the proceedings focus on the subthemes Support and Development, Mobility and Diversity and
Networking and Collaboration in Holistic Education.
Today, a prosperous technology company can be disrupted and put out of business in a blink of an eye. The development of many different
technologies that once took years can be done in months or weeks. There are also few examples where the engineering work is completely
contained in one company or one engineering organization. Business strategies have evolved. The analysis of competitive forces in an
industry has matured to include the concepts of disruptive innovation and coopetition.In an ecosystem characterized by rapid changes in
technology and how it is developed, an engineering R&D organization will quickly become irrelevant if it fails to keep the pace of innovation
needed to succeed. This book provides readers with a holistic approach to engineering management.We have seen that successful
managers create a strong foundation of a common culture that enables learning, value creation, diversity and inclusion. They create
organizations that tightly connect the core engineering functions of strategic planning, research and development and are able to
comprehend and direct a broader R&D system that stretches well beyond their own organization's boundary. Doing all of this to extract the
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greatest value in the least amount of time is what we call holistic engineering management.The content for this book is based on over 105
years of combined experience working in a rapidly changing industry. In most chapters, practical examples and case studies of the concepts
provided are given. As noted in the foreword by Pat Gelsinger (CEO, VMWare) and in comments from other technology leaders: Aart de
Geus (Chairman and co-CEO, Synopsys, Inc.), Aicha Evans (CEO, Zoox, Inc.), William M Holt, (former Executive VP, GM, Intel, Corp.), and
Amir Faintuch (Senior VP, GM, GlobalFoundries, Inc.), this book will be valuable for students of engineering management and current
engineering managers.
Integrative Health: A Holistic Approach for Health Professionals serves as a comprehensive resource on integrative health modalities. Perfect
for both health care professionals and as a textbook for students, this text explores the discipline of integrative health care as a personcentered and person-empowering approach to health care, combining treatments from conventional medicine and clinically proven
complementary and alternative medicine to address the body, mind, and spirit, as well as the environment and relationships with others.
First published in 1992. At one level, this book is about the care and education of children with very special needs. The needs result from
emotional damage which impinges on their lives both at school and at home. At another level, it is about the development of a holistic
approach to education – applicable to all children generally. The first part of the book describes the Raddery experience – a school set up in
1979 based on a holistic and therapeutic community approach to children with special needs. The second part of the book examines the
implications of the Raddery experience for educational and child-care policy and practice at a time when there has been growing emphasis
on integrating children with special needs into mainstream schools. Are the needs of the children at Raddery very different from others who
have been successfully retained in normal classes? If Raddery, and schools like it, have a particular contribution, what is their secret? Can it
be shared with ordinary schools?
'Dr Bob was our pediatrician. If we could trust him with our kids, you can trust him with how to learn better. I discovered many surprising
truths about learning in this book, so follow the scientific research and become a better learner.'Guy KawasakiBestselling book author, chief
evangelist of Canva and creator of the 'Remarkable People' podcast Most 'how to learn' books focus only on study techniques. However,
knowing these study techniques doesn't guarantee they will be successfully implemented. Based on Professor Kamei's popular
undergraduate course at the National University of Singapore, the author shares his unique perspective as an educator and physician to
provide a strategic approach to learning that will benefit all students looking to optimize their learning.His extensive experience with helping
students with their studies has identified a wide variety of reasons why they were not learning properly. What throws many learners off is that
they hold certain myths that result in poor study habits. Learners who understand the truth behind these myths can use this knowledge to
better plan their study and have an advantage over others that don't.Furthermore, modifying your study methods won't make much difference
if you are too sleepy to learn or lack the motivation and self-discipline to pick up a book. These foundational aspects of learning also need to
be solidly in place. This book takes learners through the author's holistic method to help students learn better and meet whatever learning
challenges they face.Learners of all ages who wish to optimize their learning will benefit from this book, as well as educators seeking an
approach to help their students learn better.Related Link(s)
Learning is among the most basic of human activities. The study of, and research into, learning forms a central part of educational studies.
The well-respected and established authors, Jarvis and Parker, not only focus on the psychological processes of human learning, but they
also examine the importance of the relationship between the body and the mind. For the first time, this book considers how our neurological,
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biological, emotional and spiritual faculties all impact on human learning. Topics covered include: the biology of learning personality and
human learning thinking and learning styles gender and human learning life cycle development and human learning emotional intelligence
and learning morality and human learning learning in the social context. Drawing on material from the worlds of science and social science,
and with contributions from international authors, this book will be of interest to academics in a wide range of disciplines.
Explores the theory, practice, and poetics of spiritual and holistic education.
Child prodigies. Gifted and Talented Programs. Perfect 2400s on the SAT. Sometimes it feels like the world is conspiring to make the rest of
us feel inadequate. Those children tapped as possessing special abilities will go on to achieve great things, while the rest of us have little
chance of realizing our dreams. Right? In Ungifted, cognitive psychologist Scott Barry Kaufman—who was relegated to special education as a
child—sets out to show that the way we interpret traditional metrics of intelligence is misguided. Kaufman explores the latest research in
genetics and neuroscience, as well as evolutionary, developmental, social, positive, and cognitive psychology, to challenge the conventional
wisdom about the childhood predictors of adult success. He reveals that there are many paths to greatness, and argues for a more holistic
approach to achievement that takes into account each young person's personal goals, individual psychology, and developmental trajectory. In
so doing, he increases our appreciation for the intelligence and diverse strengths of prodigies, savants, and late bloomers, as well as those
with dyslexia, autism, schizophrenia, and ADHD. Combining original research, anecdotes, and a singular compassion, Ungifted proves that
anyone—even those without readily observable gifts at any single moment in time—can become great.
"Holistic Shakespeare' offers theatre-based activities to complement traditional analytical exercises on four plays - 'Othello', 'The Tempest', 'A
Midsummer Night's Dream', and 'Measure for Measure"--With each being studied in relation to a particular social or ethical topic addressed in
the work.
The need to reform secondary-level education to prepare young people for new economic realities has emerged. In an age of constant career
changing, cognitive flexibility is a top-priority skill to develop in today’s students. This shift requires methodological innovation that enhances
children’s natural abilities as well as updated, focused teacher education in order to prepare them adequately. Educational Reform and
International Baccalaureate in the Asia-Pacific is a collection of innovative research that examines the development and implementation of IB
curricula. Highlighting a wide range of topics including critical thinking, student evaluation, and teacher training, this book is ideally designed
for educators, curriculum developers, instructional designers, administrative officials, policymakers, researchers, academicians, and students.
This book is a powerful exposition and critique of the historical context and cultural/philosophical foundations of contemporary mainstream
American education.
Though there has been much discussion on the academic aspects of Japanese education abroad (e.g., high scores on international tests,
lesson study), there has been little information on the non-academic aspects of Japanese schooling. This non-academic aspect is called
Tokkatsu (tokubetsu katsudo).Unlike math and reading, Tokkatsu is not confined to a certain period, but extends throughout the school day
and even after-school activities — such as school excursions. It includes classroom activities such as classroom discussions, morning and
afternoon meetings that take place daily, cleaning and serving lunch, school events such as sports day, school excursions, student councils,
and club activities. Such activities occur every single day, throughout one's school years, from elementary school (actually, even
kindergarten) to high school. They are, however, bound together by the common goals of the Tokkatsu framework.This book is the foremost
attempt to address a gap in English literature on Tokkatsu.
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Highly researched and referenced, Complementary and Alternative Medicine for Health Professionals: A Holistic Approach to Consumer
Health educates students about the many complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) modalities that are available, in addition to the
more traditional methods that exist. Early chapters provide an overview of both traditional and alternative medicine, scientific method and
steps in scientific research, and look at the cost of health care in the U.S. Later chapters introduce students to integrative medicine and
provide a thorough overview of CAM practices employed today. Topics that are covered include acupuncture, meditation, herbals and
aromatherapy. By reading this text, students will become astute at distinguishing among those traditional and CAM health practices that are
helpful, those that have been scientifically tested, and those that may offer no benefit.
Abstract: This dissertation is a theoretical and interpretative study, in which I analyze and evaluate the pedagogical application of the
philosophical ideas advocated by the holistic education movement in four approaches to schooling. Holistic education is an eclectic and
inclusive movement, which emerged in the mid-1980s as a response to the then dominant worldview of mainstream education. It is an
educational paradigm that integrates the idealistic ideas of humanistic education with spiritual philosophical ideas. It incorporates principles of
spirituality, wholeness, and interconnectedness along with principles of freedom, autonomy, and democracy. Holistic education theorists
assume an integration of what most progressive and democratic movements in education have proposed should be kept separate, namely,
spirituality and humanistic ideals. While these principles may be combined philosophically into an ideal of education, the question I ask in this
study is as follows: could they be jointly applied in an approach to education? In this dissertation, therefore, I explore the pedagogical
applicability of these principles and examine some of the tensions that arose for me as I compared how holistic education principles were
applied in different approaches to schooling. To carry out this study I selected four approaches to schooling that draw on holistic educational
ideals in order to analyze the pedagogical application of the philosophical principles advocated by the leading theorists in the holistic
education movement. For analytical purposes, I synthesized the principles of holistic education into eight broad principles (spirituality,
reverence to life/nature, interconnectedness, human wholeness, individual uniqueness, caring relations, freedom/autonomy, and democracy).
For each of the appointed principles, I identified pedagogical features across the selected school systems that I argue promote that particular
principle and I examined the way and the extent by which they are applied. Finally, I compared the findings of all pedagogical features to
determine the extent to which each principle is applied in each of the pedagogical approaches to schooling. The findings of this study
indicated that there are tensions in accommodating pedagogically the spiritual and humanistic principles of holistic education in one approach
to education. I examine some of these tensions across the four selected approaches to schooling.
Learning often begins with an experience in the body. Our body can tighten or feel expansive depending on different learning contexts. This
experience of learning in the body is crucial to holistic education. This book explores embodied learning from several perspectives. This first
section explores how psychology can inform us about embodied learning; for example, the work of Carl Jung and Wilhelm Reich devoted
much of their thinking to how energy manifests itself in the body. Meditation and movement are also examined as ways of embodied learning;
for example, Dalcroze, a form of movement education, is presented within the context of whole person education. The book also presents
schools where embodied learning is nurtured. Waldorf education is discussed as well as a public school in Toronto where the body is central
to holistic education. The book also presents visions of embodied learning. John Miller presents a holistic vision of teacher education and
Tobin Hart, who has written extensively in this field, writes about the embodied mind. Embodied learning is an emerging area of inquiry in
holistic education and this book presents a variety of perspectives and practices that should be helpful to both scholars and practitioners.
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Providing a comprehensive overview of holistic education’s history, conceptions, practices, and research, this Handbook presents an up-todate, global picture of the field. Organized in five sections, the Handbook lays out the field’s theoretical and historical foundations; offers
examples of holistic education in practice with regard to schools, programs, and pedagogies at all levels; presents research methods used in
holistic education; outlines the growing effort among holistic educators to connect holistic teaching and learning with research practice; and
examines present trends and future areas of interest in program development, inquiry, and research. This volume is a must-have resource for
researchers and practitioners and serves as an essential foundational text for courses in the field.

Forward by Nel Noddings This book includes papers written by teachers and how they engage holistic education in their
classrooms. The papers come from a course taught by Jack Miller at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the
University of Toronto entitled The Holistic Curriculum. This is a rich and diverse collection of papers showing how holistic
education can be brought into public education despite the pressures of testing and other accountability measures.
Although most of the teachers teach in public schools there are also examples from teachers working in private and post
secondary settings. This book can inspire other teachers who are looking for ways to teach the whole person in a more
connected manner. There are very few texts in the field of holistic education that include the voices and practices of
teachers, particularly those working in public schools. Many of the examples of holistic education in practice come from
Waldorf, Montessori, Reggio Emilia and alternative schools. A unique feature of this book is the many different voices of
teachers describing their work in the classroom; they talk about their successes, the challenges and even a few failures.
This book explores how physical education (PE) can be best enacted in primary schools in order to optimise children’s
wellbeing. Drawing together extensive data from school communities around the globe, the author examines multiple
dimensions of child health in practice. Ultimately, the findings suggest that PE is imperative within the wider landscape of
children’s holistic learning, offering a powerful platform for meaningful connections across learning areas. While
quantitative research has long evidenced the benefits of physical activity, this book contributes to the complex and global
issue of what effective health and wellbeing approaches look like in practice. It is natural for children to enjoy movement
for the purposes of play, exploration, learning and development: this book is essential reading for educators looking to
enhance children’s wellbeing and general health.
This book proposes a new way of categorizing curricula in the holistic educational traditional. This is an idea that goes
back in the Western tradition at least as far as Plato, and Lao Tzu in the Eastern tradition. It is certainly present in
Spinoza and Schopenhauer. It is called a “holarchy”. The idea of a holarchy gives rise to Integrative Curriculum Theory,
which, with major modifications, draws on Ken Wilber’s in his evolutionary model of the development of consciousness
at personal, cultural and ontological realms. Integrative Curriculum Theory will: 1) Prove a useful addition to the holistic
repertoire of systematic and, above all, humane terminologies
and “technologies” for making and evaluating specific
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curricula as well as for theorizing the curriculum at a time when “scientistic,” “technist” and profit-driven views of
education have commandeered the podium, policy, and praxis and 2) address some areas of concern that with certain
holistic models of education, and 3) address some problems in Wilber’s integral model of psychological, cultural, and
spiritual evolution.
In a time of unprecedented changes globally, Flourishing in the Holistic Classroom offers an educational model that is
dynamic, organic, and adaptive. The book offers key principles, dispositions, and practices that holistic educators draw
from to create learning environments in which their students can flourish. This book describes learning that is based on a
balance of inner and outer ways of knowing, with an emphasis on the inner life or soul of the learner. This is illustrated
through accounts of running an arts camp using the inquiry process and experiences with teacher candidates. A key
principle of holistic education is connection, which is explored through experiential examples such as connections
between learners and each other, the teacher, and their subject of study. The role that mindfulness practice and teacher
presence plays in the classroom, as well as working with fear and vulnerability are addressed through detailed narratives.
The breadth of the author’s experience including being an early years teacher, a director of programs and exhibits in a
children’s museum, and working with pre-service teachers is woven throughout the book. Reflections from former
teacher candidates highlight the influence that holistic pedagogy has on learners. The book concludes with an invitation
to the reader to embrace a holistic, integrative approach to education, which creates fertile ground for student flourishing.
Flourishing in the Holistic Classroom is intended to support teachers, administrators, academics, pre-service teachers
and graduate students. Praise for Flourishing in the Holistic Classroom: "Heartfelt, authentic, soulful! Lisa Marie Tucker’s
Flourishing in the Holistic Classroom is a gift to all educators. Drawing on her lengthy career as an educator in various
roles, Lisa draws on her personal and professional experiences. Her use of the nautilus shell creates a profound holistic
image that connects heart, mind and spirit where personal cosmologies are valued. Her work is timely as we emerge
from challenging times and seek to (re)situate and (re)connect ourselves to each other and our planet in a post-pandemic
world. Her lived journey resonates and inspires, as we, the reader, moves through each chapter. Drawing on the wisdom
of ancestral roots, Lisa explores what makes us human in profound ways." Marni Binder Associate Director, Academic
Leadership Associate Professor, Ryerson University "I loved this book! Flourishing in the Holistic Classroom by Lisa
Tucker is a must-read for any teacher who is looking to make education meaningful, engaging, and relevant to students’
lives. It is highly readable and full of practical examples and applications for teachers at all grade levels. It is also a
wonderfully inspiring text for professors working in teacher preparation programs. I felt like I was having a conversation
with a master teacher - one who truly understands the really important qualities that teachers can cultivate in their lives
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and work. I appreciated the way substantive theory was integrated seamlessly into her own personal narrative. Using
stories, she brings her Nautilus model of holistic teaching to life, creating an intimacy with the reader that engages your
mind and spirit." Sam Crowell Professor Emeritus, California State University Founder, MA in Holistic and Integrative
Education Author, Emergent Teaching: A Path of Significance, Creativity and Transformation "Lisa Invites us to imagine,
enact and embody wholeheartedly our life as more than surviving - she wants us to flourish in the classroom as learners,
no matter if we are wearing a teacher or student hat. To do this we think of ourselves as a whole person whereby heart,
mind, body and spirit are embraced. This is what holistic education is. In this book we are taken on a journey and as Lisa
says 'teaching is a complex profession and in order for true exploration and deep learning to occur, a healthy, caring, and
sustainable learning community must be developed'." Dr Narelle Lemon Associate Professor and Associate Dean of
Education Swinburne University of Technology, Melbourne, Australia
The book comes out of the ecumenical movement and is one outcome of the Holistic Education Study Process of the
World Council of Churches. It contributes to a dialogue between education philosophy and religious education, spiritual
education and the search for peace and justice, reconciliation and healing as a yearning of all human beings.
The concept of "funds of knowledge" is based on a simple premise: people are competent and have knowledge, and their
life experiences have given them that knowledge. The claim in this book is that first-hand research experiences with
families allow one to document this competence and knowledge, and that such engagement provides many possibilities
for positive pedagogical actions. Drawing from both Vygotskian and neo-sociocultural perspectives in designing a
methodology that views the everyday practices of language and action as constructing knowledge, the funds of
knowledge approach facilitates a systematic and powerful way to represent communities in terms of the resources they
possess and how to harness them for classroom teaching. This book accomplishes three objectives: It gives readers the
basic methodology and techniques followed in the contributors' funds of knowledge research; it extends the boundaries
of what these researchers have done; and it explores the applications to classroom practice that can result from teachers
knowing the communities in which they work. In a time when national educational discourses focus on system reform and
wholesale replicability across school sites, this book offers a counter-perspective stating that instruction must be linked to
students' lives, and that details of effective pedagogy should be linked to local histories and community contexts. This
approach should not be confused with parent participation programs, although that is often a fortuitous consequence of
the work described. It is also not an attempt to teach parents "how to do school" although that could certainly be an
outcome if the parents so desired. Instead, the funds of knowledge approach attempts to accomplish something that may
be even more challenging: to alter the perceptions of working-class or poor communities by viewing their households
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primarily in terms of their strengths and resources, their defining pedagogical characteristics. Funds of Knowledge:
Theorizing Practices in Households, Communities, and Classrooms is a critically important volume for all teachers and
teachers-to-be, and for researchers and graduate students of language, culture, and education.
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