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How did Western imperialism shape the developing world? Atul Kohli tackles that question by analyzing British and American
influence on Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Latin America from the age of the British East India Company to the most recent
U.S. war in Iraq. How did Western imperialism shape the developing world? In Imperialism and the Developing World, Atul Kohli
tackles this question by analyzing British and American influence on Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America from the age
of the British East India Company to the most recent U.S. war in Iraq. He argues that both Britain and the U.S. expanded to
enhance their national economic prosperity, and shows how Anglo-American expansionism hurt economic development in poor
parts of the world. To clarify the causes and consequences of modern imperialism, Kohli first explains that there are two kinds of
empires and analyzes the dynamics of both. Imperialism can refer to a formal, colonial empire such as Britain in the 19th century
or an informal empire, wielding significant influence but not territorial control, such as the U.S. in the 20th century. Kohli contends
that both have repeatedly undermined the prospects of steady economic progress in the global periphery, though to different
degrees. Time and again, the pursuit of their own national economic prosperity led Britain and the U.S. to expand into peripheral
areas of the world. Limiting the sovereignty of other states-and poor and weak states on the periphery in particular-was the main
method of imperialism. For the British and American empires, this tactic ensured that peripheral economies would stay open and
accessible to Anglo-American economic interests. Loss of sovereignty, however, greatly hurt the life chances of people living in
Asia, the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America. As Kohli lays bare, sovereignty is an economic asset; it is a precondition for the
emergence of states that can foster prosperous and inclusive industrial societies.
Millions of laborers, from the Philippines to the Caribbean, performed the work of the United States empire. Forging a global
economy connecting the tropics to the industrial center, workers harvested sugar, cleaned hotel rooms, provided sexual favors,
and filled military ranks. Placing working men and women at the center of the long history of the U.S. empire, these essays offer
new stories of empire that intersect with the “grand narratives” of diplomatic affairs at the national and international levels. Missile
defense, Cold War showdowns, development politics, military combat, tourism, and banana economics share something in
common—they all have labor histories. This collection challenges historians to consider the labor that formed, worked, confronted,
and rendered the U.S. empire visible. The U.S. empire is a project of global labor mobilization, coercive management, military
presence, and forced cultural encounter. Together, the essays in this volume recognize the United States as a global imperial
player whose systems of labor mobilization and migration stretched from Central America to West Africa to the United States itself.
Workers are also the key actors in this volume. Their stories are multi-vocal, as workers sometimes defied the U.S. empire’s
rhetoric of civilization, peace, and stability and at other times navigated its networks or benefited from its profits. Their experiences
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reveal the gulf between the American ‘denial of empire’ and the lived practice of management, resource exploitation, and military
exigency. When historians place labor and working people at the center, empire appears as a central dynamic of U.S. history.
The New York Times hailed John B. Judis's The Emerging Democratic Majority as "indispensable." Now this brilliant political writer
compares the failure of American imperialism a century ago with the potential failure of the current administration's imperialistic
policies. One hundred years ago, Theodore Roosevelt believed that the only way the United States could achieve peace,
prosperity, and national greatness was by joining Europe in a struggle to add colonies. But Roosevelt became disillusioned with
this imperialist strategy after a long war in the Philippines. Woodrow Wilson, shocked by nationalist backlash to American
intervention in Mexico and by the outbreak of World War I, began to see imperialism not as an instrument of peace and
democracy, but of war and tyranny. Wilson advocated that the United States lead the nations of the world in eliminating
colonialism and by creating a "community of power" to replace the unstable "balance of power." Wilson's efforts were frustrated,
but decades later they led to the creation of the United Nations, NATO, the IMF, and the World Bank. The prosperity and relative
peace in the United States of the past fifty years confirmed the wisdom of Wilson's approach. Despite the proven success of
Wilson's strategy, George W. Bush has repudiated it. He has revived the narrow nationalism of the Republicans who rejected the
League of Nations in the 1920s. And at the urging of his neoconservative supporters, he has revived the old, discredited imperialist
strategy of attempting to unilaterally overthrow regimes deemed unfriendly by his administration. Bush rejects the role of
international institutions and agreements in curbing terrorists, slowing global pollution, and containing potential threats. In The
Folly of Empire, John B. Judis convincingly pits Wilson's arguments against those of George W. Bush and the neoconservatives.
Judis draws sharp contrasts between the Bush administration's policies, especially with regard to Iraq, and those of every
administration from Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Truman through George H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton. The result is a concise,
thought-provoking look at America's position in the world -- then and now -- and how it has been formed, that will spark debate and
controversy in Washington and beyond. The Folly of Empire raises crucial questions about why the Bush administration has
embarked on a foreign policy that has been proven unsuccessful and presents damning evidence that its failure is already
imminent. The final message is a sobering one: Leaders ignore history's lessons at their peril.
A fascinating study of the important role of biology in European expansion, from 900 to 1900.
In a work based on new archival, press, and literary sources, the author revises the picture of German imperialism as being the
brainchild of a Machiavellian Bismarck or the conservative revolutionaries of the twentieth century. Instead, Fitzpatrick argues for
the liberal origins of German imperialism, by demonstrating the links between nationalism and expansionism in a study that
surveys the half century of imperialist agitation and activity leading up to the official founding of Germany's colonial empire in 1884.
Explains the underlying causes of America's racist attitudes towards her insular possessions
Named one of the ten best books of the year by the Chicago Tribune A Publishers Weekly best book of 2019 | A 2019 NPR Staff
Pick A pathbreaking history of the United States’ overseas possessions and the true meaning of its empire We are familiar with
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maps that outline all fifty states. And we are also familiar with the idea that the United States is an “empire,” exercising power
around the world. But what about the actual territories—the islands, atolls, and archipelagos—this country has governed and
inhabited? In How to Hide an Empire, Daniel Immerwahr tells the fascinating story of the United States outside the United States.
In crackling, fast-paced prose, he reveals forgotten episodes that cast American history in a new light. We travel to the Guano
Islands, where prospectors collected one of the nineteenth century’s most valuable commodities, and the Philippines, site of the
most destructive event on U.S. soil. In Puerto Rico, Immerwahr shows how U.S. doctors conducted grisly experiments they would
never have conducted on the mainland and charts the emergence of independence fighters who would shoot up the U.S.
Congress. In the years after World War II, Immerwahr notes, the United States moved away from colonialism. Instead, it put
innovations in electronics, transportation, and culture to use, devising a new sort of influence that did not require the control of
colonies. Rich with absorbing vignettes, full of surprises, and driven by an original conception of what empire and globalization
mean today, How to Hide an Empire is a major and compulsively readable work of history.
A masterful, thought-provoking, and wide-ranging study of how the vestiges of the imperial era shape society today. In this
groundbreaking narrative, The Shadows of Empire explains (in the vein of The Silk Roads and Prisoners of Geography) how the
world’s imperial legacies still shape our lives—as well as the thorniest issues we face today. For the first time in millennia we live
without formal empires. But that doesn’t mean we don’t feel their presence rumbling through history. From Russia’s incursions in
the Ukraine to Brexit; from Trump’s America-First policy to China’s forays into Africa; from Modi’s India to the hotbed of the
Middle East, Samir Puri provides a bold new framework for understanding the world’s complex rivalries and politics. Organized by
region, and covering vital topics such as security, foreign policy, national politics and commerce, The Shadows of Empire
combines gripping history and astute analysis to explain why the history of empire affects us all in profound ways; it is also a plea
for greater awareness, both as individuals and as nations, of how our varied imperial pasts have contributed to why we see the
world in such different ways.
Explores the impact of colonial domination and defends Puerto Rican anti-imperialist struggles.
Prologue -- Part One. Empire and Union -- Borderlands -- Slavery and Political Culture -- Markets, Money, and Class -- Continentalism -Border Wars -- Death of a Union -- Part Two. Nation and Empire -- Birth of a Nation -- Defining a Nation-State -- Capitalism -- Imperial Arms -Alternative Paths -- Reconstructions -- Epilogue: Revolution, War, and the Borders of Power
This four-volume encyclopedia chronicles the historical roots of the United States' current military dominance, documenting its growth from
continental expansionism to hemispheric hegemony to global empire. * Overviews the history of American imperialism through
chronologically arranged entries that are multidisciplinary, incisively written, and informed by the latest scholarship * Covers issues ranging
from the fur trade of the frontier era to today's complex engagement in the Middle East and Africa * Shares key insights on the intersection of
popular culture with the projection of U.S. military power * Includes background material and an extensive selection of primary documents
that will help students practice critical reading, thinking, and writing skills * Features numerous photos, illustrations, and sidebars that enliven
the text and engage students in participatory learning
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Since the early nineteenth century, the United States has repeatedly intervened in the affairs of Latin American nations to pursue its own
interests and to “protect” those countries from other imperial powers or from internal “threats.” The resentment and opposition generated by
the encroachment of U.S. power has been evident in the recurrent attempts of Latin American nations to pull away from U.S. dominance and
in the frequent appearance of popular discontent and unrest directed against imperialist U.S. policies. In Empire and Dissent, senior Latin
Americanists explore the interplay between various dimensions of imperial power and the resulting dissent and resistance. Several essays
provide historical perspective on contemporary U.S.–hemispheric relations. These include an analysis of the nature and dynamics of imperial
domination, an assessment of financial relations between the United States and Latin America since the end of World War II, an account of
Native American resistance to colonialism, and a consideration of the British government’s decision to abolish slavery in its colonies. Other
essays focus on present-day conflicts in the Americas, highlighting various modes of domination and dissent, resistance and accommodation.
Examining southern Mexico’s Zapatista movement, one contributor discusses dissent in the era of globalization. Other contributors
investigate the surprisingly conventional economic policies of Brazil’s president, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva; Argentina’s recovery from its
massive 2001 debt default; the role of coca markets in the election of Bolivia’s first indigenous president, Evo Morales; and the possibilities
for extensive social change in Venezuela. A readers’ guide offers a timeline of key events from 1823 through 2007, along with a list of
important individuals, institutions, and places. Contributors: Daniel A. Cieza, Gregory Evans Dowd, Steve Ellner, Neil Harvey, Alan Knight,
Carlos Marichal, John Richard Oldfield, Silvia Rivera, Fred Rosen, Jeffrey W. Rubin
A new history of the United States that turns American exceptionalism on its head American Empire is a panoramic work of scholarship that
presents a bold new global perspective on the history of the United States. Taking readers from the colonial era to today, A. G. Hopkins
shows how, far from diverging, the United States and Western Europe followed similar trajectories throughout this long period, and how
America's dependency on Britain and Europe extended much later into the nineteenth century than previously understood. A sweeping
narrative spanning three centuries, American Empire goes beyond the myth of American exceptionalism to place the United States within the
wider context of the global historical forces that shaped Western empires and the world.
Into New Territory charts how the concept of US imperialism became prevalent in the writing of American diplomatic history, and how empire
evolved into an effective analytical framework for the study of US foreign policy.
This four-volume encyclopedia chronicles the historical roots of the United States' current military dominance, documenting its growth from
continental expansionism to hemispheric hegemony to global empire. • Overviews the history of American imperialism through
chronologically arranged entries that are multidisciplinary, incisively written, and informed by the latest scholarship • Covers issues ranging
from the fur trade of the frontier era to today's complex engagement in the Middle East and Africa • Shares key insights on the intersection of
popular culture with the projection of U.S. military power • Includes background material and an extensive selection of primary documents
that will help students practice critical reading, thinking, and writing skills • Features numerous photos, illustrations, and sidebars that enliven
the text and engage students in participatory learning
Provides a critical re-evaluation of US territorial expansionism and imperialism from 1783 to the presentThe United States has been
described by many of its foreign and domestic critics as an aempirea Providing a wide-ranging analysis of the United States as a territorial,
imperial power from its foundation to the present day, this book explores the United States acquisition or long-term occupation of territories
through a chronological perspective. It begins by exploring early continental expansion, such as the purchase of the Louisiana Territory from
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Napoleon Bonaparte in 1803, and traces US imperialism through to the controversial ongoing presence of US forces at Guantanamo Bay in
Cuba. The book provides fresh insights into the history of US territorial expansion and imperialism, bringing together more well-known
instances (such as the purchase of Alaska) with those less-frequently discussed (such as the acquisition of the Guano Islands after 1856).
The volume considers key historical debates, controversies and turning points, providing a historiographically-grounded re-evaluation of US
expansion from 1783 to the present day.Key FeaturesProvides case studies of different examples of US territorial expansion/imperialism, and
adds much-needed context to ongoing debates over US imperialism for students of both History and PoliticsAnalyses many of the better
known instances of US imperialism (for example, Cuba and the Philippines), while also considering often-overlooked examples such as the
US Virgin Islands, American Samoa and GuamExplores American imperialism from a aterritorial acquisition/long-term occupationa viewpoint
which differentiates it from many other books that instead focus on informal and economic imperialismDiscusses the presence of the US in
key places such as Guantanamo Bay, the Panama Canal Zone and the Arctic

Americans, in viewing the globe in 1897, saw a world of empires that were dynamic and fast-growing. Western powers
such as Germany, France, and particularly Great Britain were making colonial imperialism fashionable, and the United
States, eager to flex its muscles as an emerging world power, was swept along with the European tide. One year later,
the United States had truly established itself as a contender in the global game, victorious in a war with Spain and
committed to imperialism. In US Expansionism, David Healy examines this brief but important chapter in American
history. Analyzing the various intellectual, cultural, and economic forces that engendered and shaped America’s
imperialist drive, Healy also illustrates the key personalities involved, including the soon-to-be president, Theodore
Roosevelt. A final section of the book examines the anti-imperialist opposition inspired by the new policy, and the ensuing
debates about the proper role of American power.
How did the acquisition of overseas colonies affect the development of the American state? How did the constitutional
system shape the expansion and governance of American empire? American Imperialism and the State offers a new
perspective on these questions by recasting American imperial governance as an episode of state building. Colin D.
Moore argues that the empire was decisively shaped by the efforts of colonial state officials to achieve greater autonomy
in the face of congressional obstruction, public indifference and limitations on administrative capacity. Drawing on
extensive archival research, the book focuses principally upon four cases of imperial governance - Hawai'i, the
Philippines, the Dominican Republic and Haiti - to highlight the essential tension between American mass democracy and
imperial expansion.
In 1812, eight American missionaries, under the direction of the recently formed American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions, sailed from the United States to South Asia. The plans that motivated their voyage were ano less
grand than taking part in the Protestant conversion of the entire world. Over the next several decades, these men and
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women were joined by hundreds more American missionaries at stations all over the globe. Emily Conroy-Krutz shows
the surprising extent of the early missionary impulse and demonstrates that American evangelical Protestants of the early
nineteenth century were motivated by Christian imperialism—an understanding of international relations that asserted the
duty of supposedly Christian nations, such as the United States and Britain, to use their colonial and commercial power
to spread Christianity. In describing how American missionaries interacted with a range of foreign locations (including
India, Liberia, the Middle East, the Pacific Islands, North America, and Singapore) and imperial contexts, Christian
Imperialism provides a new perspective on how Americans thought of their country’s role in the world. While in the early
republican period many were engaged in territorial expansion in the west, missionary supporters looked east and across
the seas toward Africa, Asia, and the Pacific. Conroy-Krutz’s history of the mission movement reveals that strong AngloAmerican and global connections persisted through the early republic. Considering Britain and its empire to be models for
their work, the missionaries of the American Board attempted to convert the globe into the image of Anglo-American
civilization.
American incomprehension of the outside world has been the chief problem in international affairs since the end of World
War II. In America and the Imperialism of Ignorance, veteran political journalist Andrew Alexander constructs a
meticulous case, including evidence gleaned from the steady opening up of Soviet archives, demonstrating why this is
so. From starting the Cold War to revisiting unlearned lessons upon Cuba and Vietnam, the Middle East has latterly
become the arena in which the American foreign policy approach proved wretchedly consistent. This has created six
decades in which war was not the last resort of diplomacy but an early option, and where peace and order breaking out
was thought to be the natural conclusion of military intervention. Alexander traces this 'shoot-first' tendency from 1945,
arguing that on a grand scale the Cold War was a red herring in which the US and her proxies set out to counter a Soviet
expansionism that never truly existed, and that by the time of the George W Bush era, the 'Industrial-Military-Complex'
was in office offering little hope of a change in approach.
Tells the story of the men throughout American history who used the rhetoric of liberty to further imperial ambitions, and
argues that the quest for empire has guided the nation's architects from the very beginning--and continues to do so
today. By the author of The CIA in Guatemala.
Slavery casts a long shadow over American history; despite the cataclysmic changes of the Civil War and emancipation,
the United States carried antebellum notions of slavery into its imperial expansion at the turn of the twentieth-century.
African American, Chinese and other immigrant labourers were exploited in the name of domestic economic
development, and overseas, local populations were made into colonial subjects of America. How did the U.S. deal with
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the paradox of presenting itself as a global power which abhorred slavery, while at the same time failing to deal with
forced labour at home? Catherine Armstrong argues that this was done with rhetorical manoeuvres around the definition
of slavery. Drawing primarily on representations of slavery in American print culture, this study charts how definitions and
depictions of slavery both changed and stayed the same as the nation became a prominent actor on the world stage. In
doing so, Armstrong challenges the idea that slavery is a merely historical problem, and shows its relevance in the
contemporary world.
This book examines in a basically chronological context the interesting issues, events, ideas, and organizations that were
a part of American anti-imperialism and stresses the thought of the leading anti-imperialists in relation to changing
incidents and circumstances.
Fear and terror have come to drive world politics, and the people who do the driving have shaped and used them to carry
out their policies. As the world's political economy devolves into chaos, Globalization of American Fear Culture posits that
violence and fear have become the new statecraft.
A history of American expansionism chronicles the country's accumulation of territory and global intervention from the
Revolutionary War to the present day, examining the tension between the U.S. acting as both a republic and an empire.
The definitive version of the Spanish-American War as well as a dramatic account of America's emergence as a global power.
Causes of the war: Foner, P.S. Why the United States went to war with Spain in 1898. Pratt, J.W. American business and the
Spanish-American War. LaFeber, W. That "splendid little war" in historical perspective.--China: the missing link: Grenville, J.A.S.
and Young, G.B. The influence of strategy upon history: the acquisition of the Philippines. McCormick, T. Insular imperialism and
the Open Door: the China market and the Spanish-American War. Young, M.B. American expansion, 1870-1900: the Far
East.--Methods of empire: formal and informal: Miller, S.C. Our Mylai of 1900: Americans in the Philippine insurrection. Dunne,
F.P. The Philippine peace. Healy, D.F. The United States in Cuba, 1898-1902.--Imperialism: Williams, W.A. The vicious circle of
American imperialism. May, E.R. American imperialism: some tentative explanation.--Suggestions for further reading (p. 179-184).
The Touch of Civilization is a comparative history of the United States and Russia during their efforts to colonize and assimilate
two indigenous groups of people within their national borders: the Sioux of the Great Plains and the Kazakhs of the Eurasian
Steppe. In the revealing juxtaposition of these two cases author Steven Sabol elucidates previously unexplored connections
between the state building and colonizing projects these powers pursued in the nineteenth century. This critical examination of
internal colonization—a form of contiguous continental expansion, imperialism, and colonialism that incorporated indigenous lands
and peoples—draws a corollary between the westward-moving American pioneer and the eastward-moving Russian peasant. Sabol
examines how and why perceptions of the Sioux and Kazakhs as ostensibly uncivilized peoples and the Northern Plains and the
Kazakh Steppe as “uninhabited” regions that ought to be settled reinforced American and Russian government sedentarization
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policies and land allotment programs. In addition, he illustrates how both countries encountered problems and conflicts with local
populations while pursuing their national missions of colonization, comparing the various forms of Sioux and Kazakh martial,
political, social, and cultural resistance evident throughout the nineteenth century. Presenting a nuanced, in-depth history and
contextualizing US and Russian colonialism in a global framework, The Touch of Civilization will be of significant value to students
and scholars of Russian history, American and Native American history, and the history of colonization.
The bestselling author of Overthrow and The Brothers brings to life the forgotten political debate that set America’s interventionist
course in the world for the twentieth century and beyond. How should the United States act in the world? Americans cannot
decide. Sometimes we burn with righteous anger, launching foreign wars and deposing governments. Then we retreat—until the
cycle begins again. No matter how often we debate this question, none of what we say is original. Every argument is a pale
shadow of the first and greatest debate, which erupted more than a century ago. Its themes resurface every time Americans argue
whether to intervene in a foreign country. Revealing a piece of forgotten history, Stephen Kinzer transports us to the dawn of the
twentieth century, when the United States first found itself with the chance to dominate faraway lands. That prospect thrilled some
Americans. It horrified others. Their debate gripped the nation. The country’s best-known political and intellectual leaders took
sides. Theodore Roosevelt, Henry Cabot Lodge, and William Randolph Hearst pushed for imperial expansion; Mark Twain, Booker
T. Washington, and Andrew Carnegie preached restraint. Only once before—in the period when the United States was
founded—have so many brilliant Americans so eloquently debated a question so fraught with meaning for all humanity. All
Americans, regardless of political perspective, can take inspiration from the titans who faced off in this epic confrontation. Their
words are amazingly current. Every argument over America’s role in the world grows from this one. It all starts here.
Generations of historians have maintained that in the last decade of the nineteenth century white-supremacist racial ideologies
such as Anglo-Saxonism, social Darwinism, benevolent assimilation, and the concept of the "white man's burden" drove American
imperialist ventures in the nonwhite world. In Race over Empire, Eric T. L. Love contests this view and argues that racism had
nearly the opposite effect. From President Grant's attempt to acquire the Dominican Republic in 1870 to the annexations of Hawaii
and the Philippines in 1898, Love demonstrates that the imperialists' relationship with the racist ideologies of the era was
antagonistic, not harmonious. In a period marked by Jim Crow, lynching, Chinese exclusion, and immigration restriction, Love
argues, no pragmatic politician wanted to place nonwhites at the center of an already controversial project by invoking the concept
of the "white man's burden." Furthermore, convictions that defined "whiteness" raised great obstacles to imperialist ambitions,
particularly when expansionists entered the tropical zone. In lands thought to be too hot for "white blood," white Americans could
never be the main beneficiaries of empire. What emerges from Love's analysis is a critical reinterpretation of the complex
interactions between politics, race, labor, immigration, and foreign relations at the dawn of the American century.
This interdisciplinary collection explores the confluence of American and British (neo)imperalism in the Pacific, as represented in
various forms of Pacific discourse including literature, ethnography, film, painting, autobiography, journalism, and environmental
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discourse. It investigates the alliances and rivalries between these two colonial powers during the crucial transition period of the
early-to-mid twentieth century, also exploring indigenous Pacific responses to Anglo-American imperialism during and beyond the
decolonization period of the late twentieth century. While the relationship between Britain and the US has been analyzed through
prominent forms of economic and cultural exchange between Europe, Africa, and the Americas, there is to date no sustained study
of the relationship between British and US colonial expansion into the Pacific, which became central to ideas of developing
‘European’ modernity in the late eighteenth century and has played a pivotal in the history of Anglo-American colonialism, from
the establishment of plantation economies and settler colonies in the nineteenth century to various forms of military imperialism
during and beyond the twentieth century. The wide range of discursive and expressive modes explored in this collection makes for
a rich and multifaceted analysis of representations of, and responses to, Anglo-American imperialism, and is in keeping with the
current interdisciplinary turn in postcolonial studies.
This book traces the connections between American westward expansion and German colonialism from the late eighteenth
century to World War II.
Across the course of American history, imperialism and anti-imperialism have been awkwardly paired as influences on the politics,
culture, and diplomacy of the United States. The Declaration of Independence, after all, is an anti-imperial document, cataloguing
the sins of the metropolitan government against the colonies. With the Revolution, and again in 1812, the nation stood against the
most powerful empire in the world and declared itself independent. As noted by Ian Tyrrell and Jay Sexton, however, American
"anti-imperialism was clearly selective, geographically, racially, and constitutionally." Empire’s Twin broadens our conception of
anti-imperialist actors, ideas, and actions; it charts this story across the range of American history, from the Revolution to our own
era; and it opens up the transnational and global dimensions of American anti-imperialism. By tracking the diverse manifestations
of American anti-imperialism, this book highlights the different ways in which historians can approach it in their research and
teaching. The contributors cover a wide range of subjects, including the discourse of anti-imperialism in the Early Republic and
Civil War, anti-imperialist actions in the U.S. during the Mexican Revolution, the anti-imperial dimensions of early U.S. encounters
in the Middle East, and the transnational nature of anti-imperialist public sentiment during the Cold War and beyond.
Imperialism and Expansionism in American HistoryA Social, Political, and Cultural Encyclopedia and Document CollectionAbc-Clio
Incorporated
Most people in the United States have forgotten that tens of thousands of U.S. citizens migrated westward to California by way of
Panama during the California Gold Rush. Decades before the completion of the Panama Canal in 1914, this slender spit of land
abruptly became the linchpin of the fastest route between New York City and San Francisco—a route that combined travel by ship
to the east coast of Panama, an overland crossing to Panama City, and a final voyage by ship to California. In Path of Empire,
Aims McGuinness presents a novel understanding of the intertwined histories of the California Gold Rush, the course of U.S.
empire, and anti-imperialist politics in Latin America. Between 1848 and 1856, Panama saw the building, by a U.S. company, of
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the first transcontinental railroad in world history, the final abolition of slavery, the establishment of universal manhood suffrage,
the foundation of an autonomous Panamanian state, and the first of what would become a long list of military interventions by the
United States. Using documents found in Panamanian, Colombian, and U.S. archives, McGuinness reveals how U.S. imperial
projects in Panama were integral to developments in California and the larger process of U.S. continental expansion. Path of
Empire offers a model for the new transnational history by unbinding the gold rush from the confines of U.S. history as traditionally
told and narrating that event as the history of Panama, a small place of global importance in the mid-1800s. For more information
about the United States in the World series, click here.
"Seymour's obsessively researched, impressive first book holds its place as the most authoritative historical analysis of its
kind."—Resurgence All empires spin self-serving myths, and in the United States the most potent of these is that America is a force
for democracy around the world. Yet there is a tradition of American anti-imperialism which gives the lie to this mythology. Richard
Seymour examines this complex relationship from the Revolution to the present-day. Richard Seymour is a socialist writer and
runs the blog Lenin's Tomb. He is the author of The Liberal Defense of Murder. His articles have appeared in the Guardian and
New Statesman.
Adapted from the critically acclaimed chronicle of U.S. history, a study of American expansionism around the world is told from a
grassroots perspective and provides an analysis of important events from Wounded Knee to Iraq, in a volume created in the
format of a graphic novel. Simultaneous. 100,000 first printing.
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