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This book charts the course of Kaushik Basu’s career over seven years, as he moved out of the cloisters of academe to
the frenetic world of policymaking, first in India as Chief Economic Adviser to the Indian Government and after that as
Chief Economist at the World Bank in Washington. The Indian years were a period of high inflation, growth challenges
(as the global financial crisis arrived in India), and also a remarkable growth recovery story, with India moving past
China’s GDP growth rate. There were corruption scandals breaking, causing widespread street protests, a lot of latenight decision-making, which one knew would rock the stock market the next day, and getting to know politicians who
were outstanding as statesmen in the midst of all this, and also many who were not. The World Bank years weren’t that
close to actual policymaking, but nevertheless breath-taking in their scope. They ranged from interacting with
policymakers in tiny remote countries like Samoa to gigantic nations with comparable heft, such as China. It entailed
sitting down with leading researchers to compute and announce global numbers on extreme poverty and rankings on
how easy it is to do business in different countries (fully aware that there would be calls from irate finance ministers as
soon as these were published). And there was the handling of politics within the World Bank, which could actually be as
enjoyable as any global economic problem! This book is a revised version of the diary that Kaushik Basu kept for seven
years. Revised because he often wrote the diary in a hurry at the day’s or even week’s end. He has now inserted some
reflections in retrospect, without altering any descriptions of what actually happened.
This book critically examines gender-based violence in India and interrogates the legal and policy discourse surrounding
it. It discusses various forms of violence faced by women such as sex selective abortion, trafficking, rape, domestic
violence, as well as the violence faced by female sex workers and transgenders in India. It draws on in-depth interviews
and case studies to highlight the socio-economic conditions of the survivors who find themselves forced to contend with
legal and policy framework that is inadequate to deal with these issues. The author analyses the major laws against
violence and the policies introduced to ameliorate the condition of survivors in order to understand the potential and
challenges of these initiatives from a postmodern and feminist perspective. The book also addresses the survivors’
realisation of agency and resistance which is seen to be expressed both sporadically and on day-to-day basis. An
important and timely contribution, this book will be indispensable to students and researchers of gender and sexuality,
feminism, minority studies, sociology and social policy, politics, law, human rights and South Asian studies. It will also be
of interest to policymakers, government agencies, think tanks and NGOs working in the area.
The Indian Political System provides undergraduate students of political science an insight into the political system in
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India, and covers all the related essential themes. The book begins by explaining the various ideological perspectives
underlying the Indian state, various facets of social and institutional power structures, the Indian constitution, secularism
and communalism, strategies of development, various movement, federalism and human rights. Also, it compares the
Indian political system with that of Canada, United Kingdom and China.
This volume is the sixth in the series of essential readings in Indian government and politics focusing on political parties
in India. It introduces the reader to the extensive and varied landscape of parties by bringing together seminal articles,
new studies on national and regional parties and specific commentaries on important aspects of parties and the party
system in India The book covers an exceptionally wide terrain ranging from a discussion of individual parties, to their
location in the context of nationalism and communalism, to more topical issues such as state funding of elections, party
nominations, women`s representation and defections.
Indian Government and Politics will serve as a standard textbook for undergraduate students of Political Science and
Public Administration. It is also an incisive manual for the candidates appearing for various UPSC and civil service
examinations, besides being invaluable for students and researchers of political science in general, and post-colonial
contemporary Indian politics in particular. The book explains the complexities of the Indian political process and its effects
on the constitutional institutions of India. Adopting a multi-disciplinary approach, it takes a fresh look at the socio-political
and economic scenario of contemporary India and unearths new areas of inquiry by posing pertinent questions on the
nature of Indian politics. The strength of the book lies in its focused content, which thoroughly analyses the political
happenings in India and studies how the political institutions have emerged and changed since the end of colonial rule in
the country. The highlights of this book include discussions on: - genesis of the Indian Constitution; - major constitutional
offices of India; - federalism; - the legislature, executive and judiciary; - planning and economic development; - party
system, Panchayati Raj and Indian administration; and - contemporary issues in Indian politics and governance This userfriendly textbook also contains carefully selected model questions for each chapter.
Offering a fresh approach to the issue of government and administrative corruption through 'everyday' citizen interactions
with the state, this book explores changing discourses and practices of corruption in late colonial and early independent
Uttar Pradesh, India. The author moves away from assumptions that the state can primarily be associated with the top
levels of government, and looks at citizens' approaches to local level bureaucracies and police. The central argument of
the book is that deeply 'institutionalised' corruption in India could only have come about through the exercise of particular
long term customs of interaction between agencies of the state - government servants and police, and their interactions
with local politicians. Because the social hierarchies that condition such interactions are complicated by individual and
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family connections to state employment, periods of traumatic state transformation lead to a reconfiguration in the
meaning of corruption in the local state. Based on principal primary sources and extensive field interviews, this book will
be of interest to academics working on political science and Indian and South Asian history.
This volume presents the concept of governance in its many complex manifestations and identifies its theoretical roots in
the 'neo-liberal' mode of thinking cutting across different sub-disciplines in the social sciences.
Study of the Indian state system, with reference to the performance of constitutional and political institutions.
Examining the processes of state formation and consolidation, and the erosion of the post-colonial state, this book
highlights three themes: the constraints of modernization; the contradictory logic of modernization vis-a-vis assertive
political identities; and the politics of the governed and the battle for equal status at the level of the state. It sees the
present crisis of the Indian state as a direct result of the post-colonial state's inability to grapple with the social and
multicultural realities of the Indian polity, thus making way for various religious, caste and regional frictions to surface.
Examines the evolution of Indian politics, discussing all the constraints, challenges and shortcomings faced by the Indian
polity. The book shows how the state-society interface, with special emphasis on civil society activities, can play an
integral role in shaping the political fate of the country. It also presents the institutional aspects of Indian politics.
Local governments use their control over land use to generate race and class segregation, benefitting white property
owners.
The second edition of this textbook brings together general political theory and the comparative method to interpret sociopolitical phenomena and issues that have occupied the Indian state and society since 1947. It considers the progress that
India has made in some of the most challenging aspects of post-colonial politics such as governance, democracy,
economic growth, welfare, and citizenship. Looking at the changed global role of India, its standing in the G-20 and
BRICS, as well as the implications of the 2014 Indian general elections for state and society, this updated edition also
includes sections on the changing socio-political status of women in India, corruption and terrorism. The author raises
several key questions relevant to Indian politics, including: • Why has India succeeded in making a relatively peaceful
transition from colonial rule to a resilient, multi-party democracy in contrast to its South Asian neighbours? • How has the
interaction of modern politics and traditional society contributed to the resilience of post-colonial democracy? • How did
India’s economy moribund—for several decades following Independence—make a breakthrough into rapid growth and can
India sustain it? • And finally, why have collective identity and nationhood emerged as the core issues for India in the
twenty-first century and with what implications for Indian democracy? The textbook goes beyond India by asking about
the implications of the Indian case for the general and comparative theory of the post-colonial state. The factors which
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might have caused failures in democracy and governance are analysed and incorporated as variables into a model of
democratic governance. In addition to pedagogical features such as text boxes, a set of further readings is provided to
guide readers who wish to go beyond the remit of this text. The book will be essential reading for undergraduate students
and researchers in South Asian and Asian studies, political science, development studies, sociology, comparative politics
and political theory.
Taking a long view of the three-party relationship, and its future prospects In this Asian century, scholars, officials and
journalists are increasingly focused on the fate of the rivalry between China and India. They see the U.S. relationships
with the two Asian giants as now intertwined, after having followed separate paths during the Cold War. In Fateful
Triangle, Tanvi Madan argues that China’s influence on the U.S.-India relationship is neither a recent nor a momentary
phenomenon. Drawing on documents from India and the United States, she shows that American and Indian perceptions
of and policy toward China significantly shaped U.S.-India relations in three crucial decades, from 1949 to 1979. Fateful
Triangle updates our understanding of the diplomatic history of U.S.-India relations, highlighting China’s central role in it,
reassesses the origins and practice of Indian foreign policy and nonalignment, and provides historical context for the
interactions between the three countries. Madan’s assessment of this formative period in the triangular relationship is of
more than historic interest. A key question today is whether the United States and India can, or should develop evercloser ties as a way of countering China’s desire to be the dominant power in the broader Asian region. Fateful Triangle
argues that history shows such a partnership is neither inevitable nor impossible. A desire to offset China brought the two
countries closer together in the past, and could do so again. A look to history, however, also shows that shared
perceptions of an external threat from China are necessary, but insufficient, to bring India and the United States into a
close and sustained alignment: that requires agreement on the nature and urgency of the threat, as well as how to
approach the threat strategically, economically, and ideologically. With its long view, Fateful Triangle offers insights for
both present and future policymakers as they tackle a fateful, and evolving, triangle that has regional and global
implications.
Features Most authoritative and comprehensive reference work of its kind on Indian politics More than forty eminent
contributors from India, USA, UK, and Europe Covers key issues like federalism, parliamentary democracy, judicial
system, political economy of reforms, ethnicity and politics, party system, ideological contestations, social movements,
and policies
The Government and Politics of India provides a clear and concise account of the contemporary Indian political system. It explains the
historical legacies that have shaped the structures of Indian government and influenced the patterns of its politics. It describes the network of
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Indian institutions at federal and provincial level. It conveys a sense of where power is located, how it is used and the constraints on its
exercise. Special attention is devoted to caste, religion and regionalism in Indian society and to the nature of democratic politics in relation to
Third World development.
This book provides an overview of the content and functioning of the Indian Constitution, with an emphasis on the broader socio-political
context. It focuses on the overarching principles and the main institutions of constitutional governance that the world's longest written
constitution inaugurated in 1950. The nine chapters of the book deal with specific aspects of the Indian constitutional tradition as it has
evolved across seven decades of India's existence as an independent nation. Beginning with the pre-history of the Constitution and its
making, the book moves onto an examination of the structural features and actual operation of the Constitution's principal governance
institutions. These include the executive and the parliament, the institutions of federalism and local government, and the judiciary. An unusual
feature of Indian constitutionalism that is highlighted here is the role played by technocratic institutions such as the Election Commission, the
Comptroller and Auditor General, and a set of new regulatory institutions, most of which were created during the 1990s. A considerable
portion of the book evaluates issues relating to constitutional rights, directive principles and the constitutional regulation of multiple forms of
identity in India. The important issue of constitutional change in India is approached from an atypical perspective. The book employs a
narrative form to describe the twists, turns and challenges confronted across nearly seven decades of the working of the constitutional order.
It departs from conventional Indian constitutional scholarship in placing less emphasis on constitutional doctrine (as evolved in judicial
decisions delivered by the High Courts and the Supreme Court). Instead, the book turns the spotlight on the political bargains and extra-legal
developments that have influenced constitutional evolution. Written in accessible prose that avoids undue legal jargon, the book aims at a
general audience that is interested in understanding the complex yet fascinating challenges posed by constitutionalism in India. Its
unconventional approach to some classic issues will stimulate the more seasoned student of constitutional law and politics.
Israeli government and politics have undergone significant changes since the second edition of this book was published in 1983. Israel
withdrew from Lebanon, absorbed hundreds of thousands of new immigrants from the collapsed Soviet Union and Ethiopia, and undertook
peace negotiations with the Palestinians and other Arab neighbors that led to a historic peace treaty, the Declaration of Principles. These
events were made possible as a result of several institutional, legal, and normative changes in the political system.This completely revised
edition of The Government and Politics of Israel offers a comprehensive and up-to-date overview of the dynamics of Israeli politics. This
edition focuses on issues that have become central in the study of Israels political system, such as new electoral procedures, the formation of
new parties, government administrative reorganization, fresh personalities on the national scene, and the peace process. The book is
intended to familiarize those interested in Israels government with its origins; the evolution of its institutions, practices, and traditions; and the
workings of the government today. }Israeli government and politics have undergone significant changes since the second edition of this book
was published in 1983. Israel withdrew from Lebanon, absorbed hundreds of thousands of new immigrants from the collapsed Soviet Union
and Ethiopia, and undertook peace negotiations with the Palestinians and other Arab neighbors that led to a historic peace treaty, the
Declaration of Principles. These events were made possible as a result of several institutional, legal, and normative changes in the political
system.This completely revised edition of The Government and Politics of Israel offers a comprehensive and up-to-date overview of the
dynamics of Israeli politics. This edition focuses on issues that have become central in the study of Israels political system, such as new
electoral procedures, the formation of new parties, government administrative reorganization, fresh personalities on the national scene, and
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the peace process. The book is intended to familiarize those interested in Israels government with its origins; the evolution of its institutions,
practices, and traditions; and the workings of the government today. }
This volume of essays looks into the dynamic interconnection of class, caste and gender in the Indian political process. The focus is on
interconnection (that is a relationship involving more than one category), while at the same time trying to understand each category by itself.
The complex issues of caste, gender and class have been studied through a collection of essays that look into the people's struggle for social
equality. Social oppression has been analyzed in the context of protests against such exploitation. Anti-caste movements and women's
movements have been studied in much detail. The volume is divided into five sections and well-known specialists have contributed pertinent
essays. This important book will contribute immensely in the understanding of the contemporary Indian political process.
Indian Politics in a Comparative Perspective is intended as a standard textbook for undergraduate students of political science. The book
provides a handy reference tool to its readers by elucidating conceptual areas, furnishing established arguments and citing contemporary
research works for a comprehensive knowledge of the subject. Carefully organized in ten well-researched chapters and examined from
different vantage points, they weave a compelling story on the nature of Indian politics since the pre-Independence era to the making of our
Constitution and gradually navigate to examine the impact of the growing role of religion and power structure in our political system. Indian
Politics in a Comparative Perspective is an ideal read for anyone who is curious to understand the changing grammar of Indian politics.
In this award-winning novel, Tharoor has masterfully recast the two-thousand-year-old epic, The Mahabharata, with fictional but highly
recognizable events and characters from twentieth-century Indian politics. Nothing is sacred in this deliciously irreverent, witty, and deeply
intelligent retelling of modern Indian history and the ancient Indian epic The Mahabharata. Alternately outrageous and instructive, hilarious
and moving, it is a dazzling tapestry of prose and verse that satirically, but also poignantly, chronicles the struggle for Indian freedom and
independence.
How has democracy taken root in India in the face of a low-income economy, widespread poverty, illiteracy, and immense ethnic diversity?
Atul Kohli brings together some of the world's leading scholars of Indian politics to consider this intriguing anomaly. They do so by focusing,
not so much on socio-economic factors, but rather on the ways in which power is distributed in India. Two processes have guided the
negotiation of power conflicts. First, a delicate balance has been struck between the forces of centralization and decentralization and, second,
the interests of the powerful in society have been served without excluding those on the margins. These themes are addressed by the editor
in his introduction, which is followed by an essay on the historical origins of Indian democracy, and two sections, one on the consolidation of
democratic institutions, and the other on the forces which motivate or inhibit democratic growth.
The last decade of the nineteenth century witnessed, for the first time, the demand for a federal polity premised on the principle of linguistic
provinces. The regional Chambers of Commerce in the Telugu, Bengali and Tamil linguistic regions were the first to put forth such a demand
before the Congress and the colonial state. The Indian National Congress agreed to it in 1920 and reorganized provincial Congress
organizations, which had been earlier based on politico-administrative boundaries of the British Indian provinces, on linguistic lines under a
new party constitution under Gandhi's influence. However, once it came to power at the Centre in 1947 the national Congress leadership
changed its stand. In 1953, under the pressure of a mass upsurge, the Nehru government was compelled to set up a State Reorganisation
Commission to consider the question of the creation of linguistic states. In the past 63 years, several works have been published on the
theme of 'state politics', but most writers have concentrated on electoral politics. This book, however, discusses different aspects of politics in
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the 27 states and 2 Union Territories with legislative assemblies (with some minor omissions which are regretted). For example, it analyses
the different social structures, levels of economic development, landholding patterns, party systems, voting behaviour, political culture and
governance and politics of each state. It discusses their internal dynamics which are influenced by the size of the population, demography,
territory and topography, economy, and the power structure of the different classes and communities. The book also takes into account the
commonalities across the boundaries at both, the micro and the macro levels, such as the expansion and intensification of capitalist social
relations into the innermost areas, breakdown of old structures and social mores, emergence of civil society, development of administrative
transparency, growth of alternative party systems and the linkages of each state/region with the nation and global capital. The liberalization of
economy over the last few decades has accelerated the growth of commonalities across the states through a growing uniformity of production
processes and consumer culture.
A wide-ranging, accessible and contemporary textbook capturing the narrative of comparative politics and its changing nature in the rapidly
transforming world. Comparative Government and Politics introduces students to the tradition of comparative political research and explores
the central ideas and questions that constitute the field. This textbook, written in close consultation with the syllabus and course curriculums
of major Indian universities, indulges in critical thematic exploration as well as detailed study of important political institutions and their
functioning in comparative perspective. Instead of just summarizing European scholarly works with examples from the West, the book
centralizes the experiences and case studies from postcolonial societies, making it relatable for the students of developing countries. It
covers contemporary global debates pertinent to each topic and brings up important cases from the Global South as well. Key Features: •
Discussions incorporate the intersectionality of gender, race and ethnicity • Chapters begin with a Reader’s Guide feature to lay out the
objective, structure and brief introduction of the chapter content • Content is aided by book-end glossary, list of keywords and review
questions for self-assessment
In contrast to the existing literature on the subject, this book carries a context-driven conceptualization of the major strands of political thought
that emerged in India in the past two centuries. It focuses on India's peculiar socio-political processes under colonialism that influenced the
evolution of such thoughts. The distinguishing feature of this book is its linking of the text of Indian political thought with the context. In doing
so, it challenges the ethno-centric interpretation of nationalism that despite its roots in western Enlightenment, evolved differently because of
the context in which it was articulated.
She looked at her watch for the sixth time and prayed silently for the eighth time. Ten minutes to call it an hour. Her mother wouldn’t go to
sleep happily tonight. Her father would once again get sandwiched in a nasty debate between the two most important women in his life. But
then again, such is living. In the DOTCOM MARRIAGE ERA. Welcome to the life of Ms Bengal Rani who has set out on one of the most
arduous tasks of her life, which is finding a man to marry. Actually happily marry. Now, the most obvious option for her is the booming online
shaadi bazaar of our country. Problem solved? Not really. In fact, it gets more twisted here on. A day dreamer, Mr Telecom Raja, with a
bucket list so bizarre that can be safely named cringe worthy, or a narcissist Aeroplane Mistri who meets every girl with a pre-conceived
notion that she is already smitten. These and more are specimens of the prospective bridegrooms who Bengal Rani is encountering. And with
raised eyebrows realising a simple fact of life — All men are not from Mars. Some escaped Black Hole and need to be sent back to it. On
urgent basis! Are these the experiences of only one woman? No, for a book like this, a lot of interesting, intelligent and slightly frustrated
women need to meet…gossip…and bitch. Are these experiences 100% real? I leave that on you to decide. But then, I rarely lie. So welcome to
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my Tamasha — a Pandora ’s Box of extreme encounters!
Acclaimed to be by far the most sophisticated general study on Indian politics. Politics in India unfolds, here with insight and acumen and the
vastness and confusion of the Indian political scene is elaborately discussed. This book is the first comprehensive treatment of the Indian
political system examined from different vantage points and drawing together the contribution of various disciplines into a common
framework.
This core political science textbook written for the paper Indian Government and Politics explores the changing nature of politicoconstitutional institutions and is drawn from the 1950 Constitution of India.
Framed within a perspective of the entire political process, this book closely examines the legal provisions of the Constitution of India, as well
as the role and functions of other agencies and groups that influence policies and laws. It also looks at historical and contemporary cases to
illuminate the philosophy behind the Constitution, the role of various social groups, the functioning of the government and the evolution of our
politics. Written in a lucid and familiar style, this book assumes no background in the subject, and an extensive glossary explains unfamiliar
terms and complex concepts.

Indian Government and PoliticsSAGE Publishing India
This book describes the struggle of Indian tribes and their governments to achieve freedom and self-determination
despite repeated attempts by foreign governments to dominate, exterminate, or assimilate them. Drawing on the
disciplines of political science, history, law, and anthropology and written in a direct, readable style, American Indian
Tribal Governments is a comprehensive introduction to traditional tribal governments, to the history of Indian-white
relations, to the structure and legal rights of modern tribal governments, and to the changing roles of federal and state
governments in relation to modem tribal governments. Publication of this book fills a gap in American Indian studies,
providing scholars with a basis from which to begin an integrated study of tribal government, providing teachers with an
excellent introductory textbook, and providing general readers with an accessible and complete introduction to American
Indian history and government. The book's unique structure allows coverage of a great breadth of information while
avoiding the common mistake of generalizing about all tribes and cultures. An introductory section presents the basic
themes of the book and describes the traditional governments of five tribes chosen for their geographic and cultural
diversity-the Senecas, the Muscogees, the Lakotas, the Isleta Pueblo, and the Yakimas. The next three chapters review
the history of Indian-white relations from the time Christopher Columbus "discovered" America to the present. Then the
history and modem government of each of the five tribes presented earlier is examined in detail. The final chapters
analyze the evolution and current legal powers of tribal governments, the tribal-federal relationship, and the tribal-state
relationship. American Indian Tribal Governments illuminates issues of tribal sovereignty and shows how tribes are
protecting and expanding their control of tribal membership, legal systems, child welfare, land and resource use, hunting
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and fishing, business regulation, education, and social services. Other examples show tribes negotiating with state and
federal governments to alleviate sources of conflict, including issues of criminal and civil jurisdiction, taxation, hunting and
fishing rights, and control of natural resources. Excerpts from historical and modem documents and speeches highlight
the text, and more than one hundred photos, maps, and charts show tribal life, government, and interaction with white
society as it was and is. Included as well are a glossary and a chronology of important events.
Account of the contemporary Indian political system
India’s growing economic and socio-political importance on the global stage has triggered an increased interest in the
country. This Handbook is a reference guide, which surveys the current state of Indian politics and provides a basic
understanding of the ways in which the world’s largest democracy functions. The Handbook is structured around four
main topics: political change, political economy, the diversity of regional development, and the changing role of India in
the world. Chapters examine how and why democracy in India put down firm roots, but also why the quality of
governance offered by India’s democracy continues to be low. The acceleration of economic growth since the mid-1980s
is discussed, and the Handbook goes on to look at the political and economic changes in selected states, and how
progress across Indian states continues to be uneven. It concludes by touching on the issue of India’s international
relations, both in South Asia and the wider world. The Handbook offers an invigorating initiation into the seemingly
daunting and complex terrain of Indian politics. It is an invaluable resource for academics, researchers, policy analysts,
graduate and undergraduate students studying Indian politics.
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