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A compelling interpretation of a foundational concept of Jewish religious life The love of God is
arguably the most essential element in Judaism—but also one of the most confounding. In
biblical and rabbinic literature, the obligation to love God appears as a formal commandment.
Yet most people today think of love as a feeling and wonder how an emotion can be
commanded. Jon Levenson traces the origins of the concept to the ancient institution of
covenant, showing how covenantal love is a matter neither of sentiment nor of dry legalism. In
origin, the love of God is, instead, thoroughly relational in nature, inseparable from the deeply
personal two-way relationship that finds expression in God's mysterious love for the people of
Israel, who in turn observe God's laws out of profound gratitude for his acts of deliverance and
continuing faithfulness to him in the face of temptations to abandon the relationship.
Who are the Jews? Where did they come from? What is the connection between an ancient
Jewish priest in Jerusalem and today's Israeli sunbather on the beaches of Tel Aviv? These
questions stand at the heart of this engaging book. Geneticist David Goldstein analyzes
modern DNA studies of Jewish populations and examines the intersections of these scientific
findings with the history (both biblical and modern) and oral tradition of the Jews. With a
special gift for translating complex scientific concepts into language understandable to all,
Goldstein delivers an accessible, personal, and fascinating book that tells the history of a
group of people through the lens of genetics. In a series of detective-style stories, Goldstein
explores the priestly lineage of Jewish males as manifested by Y chromosomes; the Jewish
lineage claims of the Lemba, an obscure black South African tribe; the differences in maternal
and paternal genetic heritage among Jewish populations; and much more. The author also
grapples with the medical and ethical implications of our rapidly growing command of the
human genomic landscape. The study of genetics has not only changed the study of Jewish
history, Goldstein shows, it has altered notions of Jewish identity and even our understanding
of what makes a people a people.
Prophet or messiah, the figure of Jesus serves as both the bridge and the barrier between
Christianity and Islam. In this accessible and revelatory book, Muslim scholar and popular
commentator Mona Siddiqui explores the theological links between the two religions, showing
how Islamic thought has approached and responded to Jesus and Christological themes from
its earliest days to modern times. The author finds that the philosophical overlap between the
two religions is greater than previously imagined, and this being so, her book brings with it the
hope of improving interfaith communication and understanding./divDIV DIVThrough a careful
analysis of selected works by major Christian and Muslim theologians during the formative,
medieval, and modern periods of both religions, Siddiqui focuses on themes including
revelation, prophesy, salvation, redemption, grace, sin, eschatology, law, and love. How did
some become the defining characteristics of one faith and not the other? Which—and why—do
some translate between the two religions? With a nuanced and carefully considered analysis of
critical doctrines of Christianity and Islam, the author provides a refreshing counterpoint to
contemporary polemical arguments and makes an important contribution to reasoned interfaith
conversation./div
"The near sacrifice and miraculous restoration of a beloved son is a central but largely
overlooked theme in both Judaism and Christianity. This book explores how this notion of child
sacrifice constitutes an overlooked bond between the two religions."-Writing from a Jewish perspective, Jon Levenson reviews many often neglected theoretical
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questions. He focuses on the relationship between two interpretive communities--the
community of scholars who are committed to the historical-critical method of biblical
interpretation and the community responsible for the canonization and preservation of the
Bible.
Many famous antique texts are misunderstood and many others have been completely
dismissed, all because the literary style in which they were written is unfamiliar today. So
argues Mary Douglas in this controversial study of ring composition, a technique which places
the meaning of a text in the middle, framed by a beginning and ending in parallel. To read a
ring composition in the modern linear fashion is to misinterpret it, Douglas contends, and
today's scholars must reevaluate important antique texts from around the world. Found in the
Bible and in writings from as far a field as Egypt, China, Indonesia, Greece, and Russia, ring
composition is too widespread to have come from a single source. Does it perhaps derive from
the way the brain works? What is its function in social contexts? The author examines ring
composition, its principles and functions, in a cross-cultural way. She focuses on ring
composition in Homer's Iliad, the Bible's book of Numbers, and, for a challenging modern
example, Laurence Sterne's Tristram Shandy, developing a persuasive argument for
reconstruing famous books and rereading neglected ones.
“A book that both taught me so much and also kept me on the edge of my seat. It is an
invaluable text from a supremely talented writer.” —Clint Smith, author of How the Word is
Passed The definitive history of the pervasiveness of racial inequality in American higher
education America’s colleges and universities have a shameful secret: they have never given
Black people a fair chance to succeed. From its inception, our higher education system was
not built on equality or accessibility, but on educating—and prioritizing—white students. Black
students have always been an afterthought. While governments and private donors funnel
money into majority white schools, historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs), and
other institutions that have high enrollments of Black students, are struggling to survive, with
state legislatures siphoning away federal funds that are legally owed to these schools. In The
State Must Provide, Adam Harris reckons with the history of a higher education system that
has systematically excluded Black people from its benefits. Harris weaves through the legal,
social, and political obstacles erected to block equitable education in the United States,
studying the Black Americans who fought their way to an education, pivotal Supreme Court
cases like Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. Board of Education, and the government’s role in
creating and upholding a segregated education system. He explores the role that Civil War–era
legislation intended to bring agricultural education to the masses had in creating the HBCUs
that have played such a major part in educating Black students when other state and private
institutions refused to accept them. The State Must Provide is the definitive chronicle of higher
education’s failed attempts at equality and the long road still in front of us to remedy centuries
of racial discrimination—and poses a daring solution to help solve the underfunding of HBCUs.
Told through a vivid cast of characters, The State Must Provide examines what happened
before and after schools were supposedly integrated in the twentieth century, and why higher
education remains broken to this day.
In the midst of the dramatic seventh-century war between two empires, Muhammad was a
spiritual seeker in search of community and sanctuary. Many observers stereotype Islam and
its scripture as inherently extreme or violent-a narrative that has overshadowed the truth of its
roots. In this masterfully told account, preeminent Middle East expert Juan Cole takes us back
to Islam's-and the Prophet Muhammad's-origin story. Cole shows how Muhammad came of
age in an era of unparalleled violence. The eastern Roman Empire and the Sasanian Empire
of Iran fought savagely throughout the Near East and Asia Minor. Muhammad's profound
distress at the carnage of his times led him to envision an alternative movement, one firmly
grounded in peace. The religion Muhammad founded, Islam, spread widely during his lifetime,
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relying on soft power instead of military might, and sought armistices even when militarily
attacked. Cole sheds light on this forgotten history, reminding us that in the Qur'an, the legacy
of that spiritual message endures. A vibrant history that brings to life the fascinating and
complex world of the Prophet, Muhammad is the story of how peace is the rule and not the
exception for one of the world's most practiced religions.

Cuneiform records made some three thousand years ago are the basis for this essay
on the ideas of death and the afterlife and the story of the flood which were current
among the ancient peoples of the Tigro-Euphrates Valley. With the same careful
scholarship shown in his previous volume, The Babylonian Genesis, Heidel interprets
the famous Gilgamesh Epic and other related Babylonian and Assyrian documents. He
compares them with corresponding portions of the Old Testament in order to determine
the inherent historical relationship of Hebrew and Mesopotamian ideas.
In New Orleans, Hanukkah means decorating your door with a menorah made of
hominy grits. Latkes in Texas are seasoned with cilantro and cayenne pepper. Children
in Cincinnati sing Hanukkah songs and eat oranges and ice cream. While each tradition
springs from its own unique set of cultural references, what ties them together is that
they all celebrate a holiday that is different in America than it is any place else. For the
past two hundred years, American Jews have been transforming the ancient holiday of
Hanukkah from a simple occasion into something grand. Each year, as they retell its
story and enact its customs, they bring their ever-changing perspectives and desires to
its celebration. Providing an attractive alternative to the Christian dominated December,
rabbis and lay people alike have addressed contemporary hopes by fashioning an
authentically Jewish festival that blossomed in their American world. The ways in which
Hanukkah was reshaped by American Jews reveals the changing goals and values that
emerged among different contingents each December as they confronted the reality of
living as a religious minority in the United States. Bringing together clergy and laity,
artists and businessmen, teachers, parents, and children, Hanukkah has been a
dynamic force for both stability and change in American Jewish life. The holiday’s
distinctive transformation from a minor festival to a major occasion that looms large in
the American Jewish psyche is a marker of American Jewish life. Drawing on a varied
archive of songs, plays, liturgy, sermons, and a range of illustrative material, as well as
developing portraits of various communities, congregations, and rabbis, Hanukkah in
America reveals how an almost forgotten festival became the most visible of American
Jewish holidays. Instructor's Guide New Books Network interviews Dianne Ashton
In A Just and Generous Nation, the eminent historian Harold Holzer and the noted
economist Norton Garfinkle present a groundbreaking new account of the beliefs that
inspired our sixteenth president to go to war when the Southern states seceded from
the Union. Rather than a commitment to eradicating slavery or a defense of the Union,
they argue, Lincoln's guiding principle was the defense of equal economic opportunity.
Lincoln firmly believed that the government's primary role was to ensure that all
Americans had the opportunity to better their station in life. As president, he worked
tirelessly to enshrine this ideal within the federal government. He funded railroads and
canals, supported education, and, most importantly, issued the Emancipation
Proclamation, which opened the door for former slaves to join white Americans in
striving for self-improvement. In our own age of unprecedented inequality, A Just and
Generous Nation reestablishes Lincoln's legacy as the protector not just of personal
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freedom but of the American dream itself.
What does the Bible really say about money? About wealth? How much does God
expect you to give to others? How does wealth affect your friendships, marriage, and
children? How much is “enough”? There’s a lot of bad information in our culture today
about wealth?and the wealthy. Worse, there’s a growing backlash in America against
our most successful citizens, but why? To many, wealth is seen as the natural result of
hard work and wise money management. To others, wealth is viewed as the ultimate,
inexcusable sin. This has left many godly men and women confused about what to do
with the resources God’s put in their care. They were able to build wealth using God’s
ways of handling money, but then they are left feeling guilty about it. Is this what God
had in mind?
"WHITE TOO LONG draws on history, statistics, and memoir to urge that white
Christians reckon with the racism of the past and the amnesia of the present to restore
a Christian identity free of the taint of white supremacy"-In this timely, provocative, and uplifting journey, the bestselling author of Walking the
Bible searches for the man at the heart of the world's three monotheistic religions -- and
today's deadliest conflicts. At a moment when the world is asking, “Can the religions
get along?” one figure stands out as the shared ancestor of Jews, Christians, and
Muslims. One man holds the key to our deepest fears -- and our possible reconciliation.
Abraham. Bruce Feiler set out on a personal quest to better understand our common
patriarch. Traveling in war zones, climbing through caves and ancient shrines, and
sitting down with the world's leading religious minds, Feiler uncovers fascinating, littleknown details of the man who defines faith for half the world. Both immediate and
timeless, Abraham is a powerful, universal story, the first-ever interfaith portrait of the
man God chose to be his partner. Thoughtful and inspiring, it offers a rare vision of
hope that will redefine what we think about our neighbors, our future, and ourselves.
Though considered one of the most important informants about Judaism in the first
century CE, the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus's testimony is often overlooked or
downplayed. Jonathan Klawans's Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism
reexamines Josephus's descriptions of sectarian disagreements concerning
determinism and free will, the afterlife, and scriptural authority. In each case,
Josephus's testimony is analyzed in light of his works' general concerns as well as
relevant biblical, rabbinic, and Dead Sea texts. Many scholars today argue that ancient
Jewish sectarian disputes revolved primarily or even exclusively around matters of ritual
law, such as calendar, cultic practices, or priestly succession. Josephus, however,
indicates that the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes disagreed about matters of
theology, such as afterlife and determinism. Similarly, many scholars today argue that
ancient Judaism was thrust into a theological crisis in the wake of the destruction of the
second temple in 70 CE, yet Josephus's works indicate that Jews were readily able to
make sense of the catastrophe in light of biblical precedents and contemporary beliefs.
Without denying the importance of Jewish law-and recognizing Josephus's
embellishments and exaggerations-Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism
calls for a renewed focus on Josephus's testimony, and models an approach to ancient
Judaism that gives theological questions a deserved place alongside matters of legal
concern. Ancient Jewish theology was indeed significant, diverse, and sufficiently
robust to respond to the crisis of its day.
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From a gifted young writer, the story of his quest to reclaim his family’s apartment
building in Poland—and of the astonishing entanglement with Nazi treasure hunters that
follows Menachem Kaiser’s brilliantly told story, woven from improbable events and
profound revelations, is set in motion when the author takes up his Holocaust-survivor
grandfather’s former battle to reclaim the family’s apartment building in Sosnowiec,
Poland. Soon, he is on a circuitous path to encounters with the long-time residents of
the building, and with a Polish lawyer known as “The Killer.” A surprise discovery—that
his grandfather’s cousin not only survived the war, but wrote a secret memoir while a
slave laborer in a vast, secret Nazi tunnel complex—leads to Kaiser being adopted as a
virtual celebrity by a band of Silesian treasure seekers who revere the memoir as the
indispensable guidebook to Nazi plunder. Propelled by rich original research, Kaiser
immerses readers in profound questions that reach far beyond his personal quest.
What does it mean to seize your own legacy? Can reclaimed property repair rifts
among the living? Plunder is both a deeply immersive adventure story and an
irreverent, daring interrogation of inheritance—material, spiritual, familial, and emotional.

This book traces the history of the ancient Khazar Empire, a major but almost
forgotten power in Eastern Europe, which in the Dark Ages became converted to
Judaism. Khazaria was finally wiped out by the forces of Genghis Khan, but
evidence indicates that the Khazars themselves migrated to Poland and formed
the cradle of Western Jewry. To the general reader the Khazars, who flourished
from the 7th to 11th century, may seem infinitely remote today. Yet they have a
close and unexpected bearing on our world, which emerges as Koestler recounts
the fascinating history of the ancient Khazar Empire. At about the time that
Charlemagne was Emperor in the West. The Khazars' sway extended from the
Black Sea to the Caspian, from the Caucasus to the Volga, and they were
instrumental in stopping the Muslim onslaught against Byzantium, the eastern
jaw of the gigantic pincer movement that in the West swept across northern
Africa and into Spain. Thereafter the Khazars found themselves in a precarious
position between the two major world powers: the Eastern Roman Empire in
Byzantium and the triumphant followers of Mohammed. As Koestler points out,
the Khazars were the Third World of their day. They chose a surprising method of
resisting both the Western pressure to become Christian and the Eastern to
adopt Islam. Rejecting both, they converted to Judaism. Mr Koestler speculates
about the ultimate faith of the Khazars and their impact on the racial composition
and social heritage of modern Jewry. He produces a large body of meticulously
detailed research.
An English professor explores the problems posed by God's exclusion of Cain in
the biblical story, arguing that the very concept of monotheism has led to a
violent nationalism and an "us-versus-them" mentality and offering an alternative
ethics. UP.
Details the experiences of the first generation of Americans who inherited the
independent country, discussing the lives, businesses, and religious freedoms
that transformed the country in its early years.
F.E. Peters, a scholar without peer in the comparative study of Judaism,
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Christianity, and Islam, revisits his pioneering work. Peters has rethought and
thoroughly rewritten his classic The Children of Abraham for a new generation of
readers-at a time when the understanding of these three religious traditions has
taken on a new and critical urgency. He began writing about all three faiths in the
1970s, long before it was fashionable to treat Islam in the context of Judaism and
Christianity, or to align all three for a family portrait. In this updated edition, he
lays out the similarities and differences of the three religious siblings with great
clarity and succinctness and with that same remarkable objectivity that is the
hallmark of all the author's work. Peters traces the three faiths from the sixth
century B.C., when the Jews returned to Palestine from exile in Babylonia, to the
time in the Middle Ages when they approached their present form. He points out
that all three faith groups, whom the Muslims themselves refer to as "People of
the Book," share much common ground. Most notably, each embraces the
practice of worshipping a God who intervenes in history on behalf of His people.
The book's text is direct and accessible with thorough and nuanced discussions
of each of the three religions. Footnotes provide the reader with expert guidance
into the highly complex issues that lie between every line of this stunning edition
of The Children of Abraham. Complete with a new preface by the author, this
Princeton Classics edition presents this landmark study to a new generation of
readers.
A treasury of religious thought and faith--places the symbolic world of the Bible in
its original context.
Who are the Jews--a race, a people, a religious group? For over a century, nonJews and Jews alike have tried to identify who they were--first applying the
methods of physical anthropology and more recently of population genetics. In
Legacy, Harry Ostrer, a medical geneticist and authority on the genetics of the
Jewish people, explores not only the history of these efforts, but also the insights
that genetics has provided about the histories of contemporary Jewish people.
Much of the book is told through the lives of scientific pioneers. We meet Russian
immigrant Maurice Fishberg; Australian Joseph Jacobs, the leading Jewish
anthropologist in fin-de-siècle Europe; Chaim Sheba, a colorful Israeli geneticist
and surgeon general of the Israeli Army; and Arthur Mourant, one of the foremost
cataloguers of blood groups in the 20th century. As Ostrer describes their work
and the work of others, he shows that to look over the genetics of Jewish groups,
and to see the history of the Diaspora woven there, is truly a marvel. Here is what
happened as the Jews migrated to new places and saw their numbers wax and
wane, as they gained and lost adherents and thrived or were buffeted by famine,
disease, wars, and persecution. Many of these groups--from North Africa, the
Middle East, India--are little-known, and by telling their stories, Ostrer brings
them to the forefront at a time when assimilation is literally changing the face of
world Jewry. A fascinating blend of history, science, and biography, Legacy offers
readers an entirely fresh perspective on the Jewish people and their history. It is
as well a cutting-edge portrait of population genetics, a field which may soon take
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its place as a pillar of group identity alongside shared spirituality, shared social
values, and a shared cultural legacy.
Although many perceive him as the common denominator of Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam, Abraham remains deceptively out of reach. An ahistorical
figure, some contend he holds the seeds for historical reconciliation. Touted as a
symbol of ecumenism, Abraham can just as easily function as one of division and
exclusivity.
"Levenson provides a masterful reading of Jewish, Christian, and Islamic thinking
that yielded three different portraits of Abraham. He sets the record straight about
the biblical patriarch."---Sidney H. Griffith, author of The Church in the Shadow of
the Mosque: Christians and Muslims in the World of Islam --Book Jacket.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER • NAMED ONE
OF TIME’S TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE • PULITZER PRIZE
FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST • ONE OF OPRAH’S
“BOOKS THAT HELP ME THROUGH” • NOW AN HBO ORIGINAL SPECIAL EVENT Hailed
by Toni Morrison as “required reading,” a bold and personal literary exploration of America’s
racial history by “the most important essayist in a generation and a writer who changed the
national political conversation about race” (Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE MOST
INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY CNN • NAMED ONE OF PASTE’S BEST
MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
The New York Times Book Review • O: The Oprah Magazine • The Washington Post •
People • Entertainment Weekly • Vogue • Los Angeles Times • San Francisco Chronicle •
Chicago Tribune • New York • Newsday • Library Journal • Publishers Weekly In a profound
work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the most
intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for
understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the
idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black
women and men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened,
locked up, and murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a
way to live within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free
ourselves from its burden? Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to
answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and
readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about his place in the world through a series of
revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of
Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers whose children’s
lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal narrative, reimagined
history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World and Me clearly
illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent vision for a way
forward.
Mary, bridge or barrier? -- Scriptural prelude -- Early Eastern Christian views -- Muslims on
Mary: prophet or idol? -- Medieval praise of the Muslim maryam -- Our Lady of Victory -- Mary,
tool for mission -- Meryem ana Evi, popular devotion, and Vatican II -- Model of dialogue?
Contemporary challenges -- Sayyidatuna
For centuries, translations of the Bible have obscured our understanding and appreciation of
the original text. Now And God Said provides readers with an authoritative account of
significant mistranslations and shows how new translation methods can give readers their first
glimpse into what the Bible really means. And God Said uncovers the often inaccurate or
misleading English translations of the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament that quotes from
Page 7/11

Read PDF Inheriting Abraham The Legacy Of The Patriarch In Judaism
Christianity And Islam Library Of Jewish Ideas
it. Sometimes the familiar English is just misleading. Other times the mistakes are more
substantial. But the errors are widespread. This book tackles such issues as what's wrong with
the Ten Commandments (starting with the word "commandments"), the correct description of
the "virgin" birth, and the surprisingly modern message in the Song of Solomon, as well as
many other unexpected but thought-provoking revelations. Acclaimed translator Dr. Joel M.
Hoffman sheds light on the original intention of the text and the newly developed means that
readers can use to get closer to it. In And God Said his fresh approach has united the topics of
religion, language, and linguistics to offer the first modern understanding since the Bible was
written.
This paperback edition brings to a wide audience one of the most innovative and meaningful
models of God for this post-Auschwitz era. In a thought-provoking return to the original Hebrew
conception of God, which questions accepted conceptions of divine omnipotence, Jon
Levenson defines God's authorship of the world as a consequence of his victory in his struggle
with evil. He traces a flexible conception of God to the earliest Hebrew sources, arguing, for
example, that Genesis 1 does not describe the banishment of evil but the attempt to contain
the menace of evil in the world, a struggle that continues today.
How Judaism, Christianity, and Islam have reimagined Abraham in their own images Jews,
Christians, and Muslims supposedly share a common religious heritage in the patriarch
Abraham, and the idea that he should serve only as a source of unity among the three
traditions has become widespread in both scholarly and popular circles. But in Inheriting
Abraham, Jon Levenson reveals how the increasingly conventional notion of the three equally
"Abrahamic" religions derives from a dangerous misunderstanding of key biblical and Qur'anic
texts, fails to do full justice to any of the traditions, and is often biased against Judaism in
subtle and pernicious ways.
Addressing the personal costs of a family divided by the Civil War, a historian focuses on Mary
Todd Lincoln's family, whose loyalties were split between the Union and Confederacy,
examining the influence of the Todd family saga on how Lincoln approached the war and his
humanistic dealings with the shared tragedy on both sides of the Civil War. Reprint.
"Jews, Christians, and Muslims supposedly share a common religious heritage in the patriarch
Abraham, and the idea that he should serve only as a source of unity among the three
traditions has become widespread in both scholarly and popular circles. Inheriting Abraham
boldly challenges this view, demonstrating Abraham's distinctive role in each tradition, while
delineating the points of connection as well.
Abraham on Trial questions the foundations of faith that have made a virtue out of the
willingness to sacrifice a child. Through his desire to obey God at all costs, even if it meant
sacrificing his son, Abraham became the definitive model of faith for the major world religions
of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. In this bold look at the legacy of this biblical and qur'anic
story, Carol Delaney explores how the sacrifice rather than the protection of children became
the focus of faith, to the point where the abuse and betrayal of children has today become
widespread and sometimes institutionalized. Her strikingly original analysis also offers a new
perspective on what unites and divides the peoples of the sibling religions derived from
Abraham and, implicitly, a way to overcome the increasing violence among them. Delaney
critically examines evidence from Jewish, Christian, and Muslim interpretations, from
archaeology and Freudian theory, as well as a recent trial in which a father sacrificed his child
in obedience to God's voice, and shows how the meaning of Abraham's story is bound up with
a specific notion of fatherhood. The preeminence of the father (which is part of the meaning of
the name Abraham) comes from the still operative theory of procreation in which men transmit
life by means of their "seed," an image that encapsulates the generative, creative power that
symbolically allies men with God. The communities of faith argue interminably about who is the
true seed of Abraham, who can claim the patrimony, but until now, no one has asked what is
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this seed. Kinship and origin myths, the cultural construction of fatherhood and motherhood,
suspicions of actual child sacrifices in ancient times, and a revisiting of Freud's Oedipus
complex all contribute to Delaney's remarkably rich discussion. She shows how the story of
Abraham legitimates a hierarchical structure of authority, a specific form of family, definitions of
gender, and the value of obedience that have become the bedrock of society. The question
she leaves us with is whether we should perpetuate this story and the lessons it teaches.

DIVFocusing on a subject that has been covered by various national media,
including the Wall Street Journal, 60 Minutes, and Nightline, Standing With Israel
goes beyond politics to: •Profile leading Christian Zionists and detail the views
and motives that drive their politics. •Spotlight Jews who have been at the
forefront of forming a budding alliance with Israel’s Christian allies. •Explain why
so many American Jews are deeply uncomfortable with this outpouring of
Christian support. /div
Could our sense of who we are really turn on a sliver of DNA? In our multiethnic
world, questions of individual identity are becoming increasingly unclear. Now in
ABRAHAM'S CHILDREN bestselling author Jon Entine vividly brings to life the
profound human implications of the Age of Genetics while illuminating one of
today's most controversial topics: the connection between genetics and who we
are, and specifically the question "Who is a Jew?" Entine weaves a fascinating
narrative, using breakthroughs in genetic genealogy to reconstruct the Jewish
biblical tradition of the chosen people and the hereditary Israelite priestly caste of
Cohanim. Synagogues in the mountains of India and China and Catholic
churches with a Jewish identity in New Mexico and Colorado provide different
patterns of connection within the tangled history of the Jewish diaspora.
Legendary accounts of the Hebrew lineage of Ethiopian tribesmen, the building of
Africa's Great Zimbabwe fortress, and even the so-called Lost Tribes are
reexamined in light of advanced DNA technology. Entine also reveals the shared
ancestry of Israelites and Christians. As people from across the world discover
their Israelite roots, their riveting stories unveil exciting new approaches to
defining one's identity. Not least, Entine addresses possible connections between
DNA and Jewish intelligence and the controversial notion that Jews are a "race
apart." ABRAHAM'S CHILDREN is a compelling reinterpretation of biblical history
and a challenging and exciting illustration of the promise and power of genetic
research.
Explores the biblical story of Abraham and his wives against a backdrop of
events that marked the origins of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, and considers
how their story offers insight into ongoing conflicts between the Judeo-Christian
and Islamic worlds.
This book explores the link between Paul's belief that Jesus is Israel's Messiah,
and his interpretation of the Abrahamic Land Promise in Galatians. Countering
claims that Paul replaces the Promised Land with the gift of the Spirit or
salvation, Esau McCaulley argues that Paul expands this inheritance to include
the whole earth; believing that, as the seed of Abraham and David, Jesus is
entitled to the entire world as his inheritance and kingdom. McCaulley argues that
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scholars have neglected Paul's expanded interpretation of the inheritance of the
earth, rarely appreciate the role that messianism plays in Galatians, and fail to
acknowledge that Second Temple authors often portrayed royal and messianic
figures as God's means of fulfilling the promises made to Abraham and Israel, via
the establishment of kingdoms. Through a comparison of texts from the
Pseudepigrapha, apocrypha, and the Dead Sea Scrolls with Galatians 3:1–4:7,
5:21, McCaulley argues Paul's interpretation of Jesus's death is a manifestation
of Second Temple messianism because it ends the covenant curses outlined in
Deuteronomy and begins the restoration of the inheritance to Abraham's
offspring through the establishment of Jesus's worldwide kingdom; he concludes
that Paul's interpretation of the Abrahamic inheritance is inseparable from his
belief that Jesus is Israel's Messiah.
The Oxford Handbook of the Abrahamic Religions includes authoritative yet
accessible studies on a wide variety of topics dealing comparatively with
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, as well as with the interactions between the
adherents of these religions throughout history. The comparative study of the
Abrahamic Religions has been undertaken for many centuries. More often than
not, these studies reflected a polemical rather than an ecumenical approach to
the topic. Since the nineteenth century, the comparative study of the Abrahamic
Religions has not been pursued either intensively or systematically, and it is only
recently that the comparative study of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam has
received more serious attention. This volume contributes to the emergence and
development of the comparative study of the Abrahamic religions, a discipline
which is now in its formative stages. This Handbook includes both critical and
supportive perspectives on the very concept of the Abrahamic religions and
discussions on the role of the figure of Abraham in these religions. It features 32
essays, by the foremost scholars in the field, on the historical interactions
between Abrahamic communities; on Holy Scriptures and their interpretation; on
conceptions of religious history; on various topics and strands of religious
thought, such as monotheism and mysticism; on rituals of prayer, purity, and
sainthood, on love in the three religions and on fundamentalism. The volume
concludes with three epilogues written by three influential figures in the Christian,
Jewish, and Muslim communities, to provide a broader perspective on the
comparative study of the Abrahamic religions. This ground-breaking work
introduces readers to the challenges and rewards of studying these three
religions together.
At a time when America debates its values and the world braces for religious war,
Bruce Feiler, author of the New York Times bestsellers Walking the Bible and
Abraham, travels ten thousand miles through the heart of the Middle East—Israel,
Iraq, and Iran—and examines the question: Is religion tearing us apart ... or can it
bring us together? Where God Was Born combines the adventure of a wartime
chronicle, the excitement of an archaeological detective story, and the insight of
personal spiritual exploration. Taking readers to biblical sites not seen by
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Westerners for decades, Feiler's journey uncovers little-known details about the
common roots of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, and affirms the importance of
the Bible in today's world. In his intimate, accessible style, Feiler invites readers
on a never-in-a-lifetime experience: Israel Feiler takes a perilous helicopter dive
over Jerusalem, treks through secret underground tunnels, and locates the spot
where David toppled Goliath. Iraq After being airlifted into Baghdad, Feiler visits
the Garden of Eden and the birthplace of Abraham, and makes a life-threatening
trip to the rivers of Babylon. Iran Feiler explores the home of the Bible's first
messiah and uncovers the secret burial place of Queen Esther. In Where God
Was Born, Feiler discovers that at the birth of Western religion, all faiths drew
from one another and were open to coexistence. Feiler's bold realization is that
the Bible argues for interfaith harmony. It cannot be ceded to one side in the
debate over values. Feiler urges moderates to take back the Bible and use its
powerful voice as a beacon of shared ideals. In his most ambitious work to date,
Bruce Feiler has written a brave, uplifting story that stirs the deepest chords of
our time. Where God Was Born offers a rare, universal vision of God that can
inspire different faiths to an allegiance of hope.
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