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Private companies exert considerable control over the flow of information on the
internet. Whether users are finding information with a search engine,
communicating on a social networking site or accessing the internet through an
ISP, access to participation can be blocked, channelled, edited or personalised.
Such gatekeepers are powerful forces in facilitating or hindering freedom of
expression online. This is problematic for a human rights system which has
historically treated human rights as a government responsibility, and this is
compounded by the largely light-touch regulatory approach to the internet in the
West. Regulating Speech in Cyberspace explores how these gatekeepers
operate at the intersection of three fields of study: regulation (more broadly, law),
corporate social responsibility and human rights. It proposes an alternative
corporate governance model for speech regulation, one that acts as a template
for the increasingly common use of non-state-based models of governance for
human rights.
With the ubiquitous nature of modern technologies, they have been inevitably
integrated into various facets of society. The connectivity presented by digital
platforms has transformed such innovations into tools for political and social
agendas. Politics, Protest, and Empowerment in Digital Spaces is a
comprehensive reference source for emerging scholarly perspectives on the use
of new media technology to engage people in socially- and politically-oriented
conversations and examines communication trends in these virtual environments.
Highlighting relevant coverage across topics such as online free expression,
political campaigning, and online blogging, this book is ideally designed for
government officials, researchers, academics, graduate students, and
practitioners interested in how new media is revolutionizing political and social
communications.
As the plugged-in presidential campaign has arguably reached maturity,
Presidential Campaigning in the Internet Age challenges popular claims about
the democratizing effect of Digital Communication Technologies (DCTs).
Analyzing campaign strategies, structures, and tactics from the past six
presidential election cycles, Stromer-Galley reveals how, for all their vaunted
inclusivity and tantalizing promise of increased two-way communication between
candidates and the individuals who support them, DCTs have done little to
change the fundamental dynamics of campaigns. The expansion of new
technologies has presented candidates with greater opportunities to micro-target
potential voters, cheaper and easier ways to raise money, and faster and more
innovative ways to respond to opponents. The need for communication control
and management, however, has made campaigns slow and loathe to experiment
with truly interactive internet communication technologies. Citizen involvement in
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the campaign historically has been and, as this book shows, continues to be a
means to an end: winning the election for the candidate. For all the proliferation
of apps to download, polls to click, videos to watch, and messages to forward,
the decidedly undemocratic view of controlled interactivity is how most
campaigns continue to operate. In the fully revised second edition, Presidential
Campaigning in the Internet Age examines election cycles from 1996, when the
World Wide Web was first used for presidential campaigning, through 2016 when
campaigns had the full power of advertising on social media sites. As the book
charts changes in internet communication technologies, it shows how, even as
campaigns have moved from a mass mediated to a networked paradigm, the
possibilities these shifts in interactivity seem to promise for citizen input and
empowerment remain farther than a click away.
As people spend increasing proportions of their daily lives using social media,
such as Twitter and Facebook, they are being invited to support myriad political
causes by sharing, liking, endorsing, or downloading. Chain reactions caused by
these tiny acts of participation form a growing part of collective action today, from
neighborhood campaigns to global political movements. Political Turbulence
reveals that, in fact, most attempts at collective action online do not succeed, but
some give rise to huge mobilizations—even revolutions. Drawing on large-scale
data generated from the Internet and real-world events, this book shows how
mobilizations that succeed are unpredictable, unstable, and often unsustainable.
To better understand this unruly new force in the political world, the authors use
experiments that test how social media influence citizens deciding whether or not
to participate. They show how different personality types react to social
influences and identify which types of people are willing to participate at an early
stage in a mobilization when there are few supporters or signals of viability. The
authors argue that pluralism is the model of democracy that is emerging in the
social media age—not the ordered, organized vision of early pluralists, but a
chaotic, turbulent form of politics. This book demonstrates how data science and
experimentation with social data can provide a methodological toolkit for
understanding, shaping, and perhaps even predicting the outcomes of this
democratic turbulence.
New communication technologies have reshaped media and politics. But who are
the new power players? The Hybrid Media System shows how the interactions
among older and newer media technologies, genres, norms, behaviors, and
organizational forms now shape power relations among political actors, media,
and publics.
The Internet is transforming relations between states and citizens. This study
gives examples of how it is creating new political communities at various levels,
both in democracies and authoritarian regimes. It is also used by marginalized
anti-democratic groups such as neo-Nazis.
Providing an overview of Internet politics, this work examines the impact of
communication technologies on political parties and elections, pressure groups,
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social movements, public bureaucracies, and global governance.
The politics of the internet has entered the social science mainstream. From
debates about its impact on parties and election campaigns following momentous
presidential contests in the United States, to concerns over international security,
privacy and surveillance in the post-9/11, post-7/7 environment; from the rise of
blogging as a threat to the traditional model of journalism, to controversies at the
international level over how and if the internet should be governed by an entity
such as the United Nations; from the new repertoires of collective action open to
citizens, to the massive programs of public management reform taking place in
the name of e-government, internet politics and policy are continually in the
headlines. The Routledge Handbook of Internet Politics is a collection of over
thirty chapters dealing with the most significant scholarly debates in this rapidly
growing field of study. Organized in four broad sections: Institutions, Behavior,
Identities, and Law and Policy, the Handbook summarizes and criticizes
contemporary debates while pointing out new departures. A comprehensive set
of resources, it provides linkages to established theories of media and politics,
political communication, governance, deliberative democracy and social
movements, all within an interdisciplinary context. The contributors form a strong
international cast of established and junior scholars. This is the first publication of
its kind in this field; a helpful companion to students and scholars of politics,
international relations, communication studies and sociology.
This volume provides a comparative analysis of the use of the World Wide Web in countries
around the world for political campaign purposes. Drawing upon a common conceptual
framework - the ‘Web sphere,’ and a shared methodological approach called Web feature
analysis - in order to examine how the Internet is used by a variety of political actors during
periods of electoral activity. Research teams around the world conducted analyses in
technologically advanced nations, as well as those with low Internet diffusion, and a variety of
countries in the middle range of network penetration, and from a variety of political and cultural
contexts. The book represents an important contribution towards gaining a cross-national
understanding of the current and emerging impacts of the Internet on political practice. To that
end, the contributors collect and analyze data related to the structure for political action and
information provision. They examine twelve types of political actors engaged in elections,
including candidates, parties, non-governmental organizations, government, media and
individual citizens. Exploring the complex dynamics between politics, culture, and information
technology at both the national and global levels, The Internet and National Elections will be of
interest to students and researchers of political science, communication studies, international
relations, media and Internet studies.
Politics is relevant. The best text for showing students that politics is relevant to their lives and
that political participation matters—especially in the digital age. New coauthor Caroline Tolbert
brings expertise in political behavior to deep revisions of key chapters, and new Digital Citizens
boxes highlight the role of new media in politics. The nine chapters on Texas politics have
been thoroughly updated and include several new Who Are Texans? infographics to engage
visually oriented students.
“A must-read for anyone concerned about the fate of contemporary democracies.”—Steven
Levitsky, co-author of How Democracies Die Why divisions have deepened and what can be
done to heal them As one part of the global democratic recession, severe political polarization
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is increasingly afflicting old and new democracies alike, producing the erosion of democratic
norms and rising societal anger. This volume is the first book-length comparative analysis of
this troubling global phenomenon, offering in-depth case studies of countries as wide-ranging
and important as Brazil, India, Kenya, Poland, Turkey, and the United States. The case study
authors are a diverse group of country and regional experts, each with deep local knowledge
and experience. Democracies Divided identifies and examines the fissures that are dividing
societies and the factors bringing polarization to a boil. In nearly every case under study,
political entrepreneurs have exploited and exacerbated long-simmering divisions for their own
purposes—in the process undermining the prospects for democratic consensus and productive
governance. But this book is not simply a diagnosis of what has gone wrong. Each case study
discusses actions that concerned citizens and organizations are taking to counter polarizing
forces, whether through reforms to political parties, institutions, or the media. The book’s
editors distill from the case studies a range of possible ways for restoring consensus and
defeating polarization in the world’s democracies. Timely, rigorous, and accessible, this book
is of compelling interest to civic activists, political actors, scholars, and ordinary citizens in
societies beset by increasingly rancorous partisanship.
With fresh insight from new co-author Andrea Campbell, We the People, Twelfth Edition, once
again sets the standard for showing students how government impacts their lives and why it
matters who participates. Campbell relates true, personal stories of how government affects
ordinary citizens. This focus is reinforced by the book's signature "Who Are Americans?" and
"Who Participates?" features which motivate critical thinking about how Americans experience
and shape politics. Learning goals ensure that students maintain consistent focus on core
concepts in the text, in its companion InQuizitive learning tool, and in supporting criticalthinking exercises.
A social anxiety currently pervades the political classes of the western world, arising from the
perception that young people have become disaffected with liberal democratic politics. Voter
turnout among 18-25 year olds continues to be lower than other age groups and they are less
likely to join political parties. This is not, however, proof that young people are not interested in
politics per se but is evidence that they are becoming politically socialized within a new media
environment. This shift poses a significant challenge to politicians who increasingly have to
respond to a technologically mediated lifestyle politics that celebrates lifestyle diversity,
personal disclosure and celebrity. This book explores alternative approaches for engaging and
understanding young people’s political activity and looks at the adoption of information and
ICTs as a means to facilitate the active engagement of young people in democratic societies.
Young Citizens in a Digital Age presents new research and the first comprehensive analysis of
ICTs, citizenship and young people from an international group of leading scholars. It is an
important book for students and researchers of citizenship and ICTs within the fields of
sociology, politics, social policy and communication studies among others.
Politicians rely on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube to exercise political power. Citizens around
the world also use these tools to vent political frustrations, join political groups and organize
revolutions. Political activists blog to promote candidates, solicit and coordinate financial
contributions and provide opportunities for volunteers. iPolitics describes the ways in which
new media innovations change how politicians and citizens engage the political arena. Among
other things, contributors to this volume analyze whether the public's political knowledge has
increased or decreased in the new media era, the role television still plays in the information
universe, the effect bloggers have had on the debate and outcome of healthcare reform, and
the manner in which political leaders should navigate the new media environment. While the
majority of contributors examine new media and politics in the United States, the volume also
provides a unique comparative perspective on this relationship using cases from abroad.
The global explosion of online activity is steadily transforming the relationship between
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government and the public. The first wave of change, "e-government," enlisted the Internet to
improve management and the delivery of services. More recently, "e-democracy" has aimed to
enhance democracy itself using digital information and communication technology. One
notable example of e-democratic practice is the government-sponsored (or governmentauthorized) online forum for public input on policymaking. This book investigates these "online
consultations" and their effect on democratic practice in the United States and Europe,
examining the potential of Internet-enabled policy forums to enrich democratic citizenship. The
book first situates the online consultation phenomenon in a conceptual framework that takes
into account the contemporary media environment and the flow of political communication;
then offers a multifaceted look at the experience of online consultation participants in the
United States, the United Kingdom, and France; and finally explores the legal architecture of
U.S. and E. U. online consultation. As the contributors make clear, online consultations are not
simply dialogues between citizens and government but constitute networked communications
involving citizens, government, technicians, civil society organizations, and the media. The
topics examined are especially relevant today, in light of the Obama administration's
innovations in online citizen involvement.
This book argues that Internet diffusion and use in the Middle East enables meaningful microchanges in citizens' lives, even in states where no Arab Spring revolution occurred. Using
ethnographic evidence and taking a comparative perspective, it presents a grass roots look at
how new media use fits into the practice of everyday life. It explores why citizens use social
media to digitally route around state and other forms of power at work in their lives. This
increase in citizen civic engagement, supported by new media use, offers the possibility of a
new order of things, from redefining patriarchal power relations at home, to reconfigurations of
citizens' relationships with the state, broadly defined. The author argues that new media
channels offer pathways to empowerment widely and cheaply in the Middle East.

From the rise of cyberbullying and hactivism to the issues surrounding digital privacy
rights and freedom of speech, the Internet is changing the ways in which we govern
and are governed as citizens. This book examines how citizens encounter and perform
new sorts of rights, duties, opportunities and challenges through the Internet. By
disrupting prevailing understandings of citizenship and cyberspace, the authors
highlight the dynamic relationship between these two concepts. Rather than assuming
that these are static or established “facts” of politics and society, the book shows how
the challenges and opportunities presented by the Internet inevitably impact upon the
action and understanding of political agency. In doing so, it investigates how we
conduct ourselves in cyberspace through digital acts. This book provides a new
theoretical understanding of what it means to be a citizen today for students and
scholars across the social sciences. This new and updated edition includes two new
chapters. A Preface consists of reflections on developments in digital politics since the
book was published in 2015. It considers how recent major political struggles over
digital technologies and data can be understood in relation to the conceptualization of
digital citizens that the book offers. While the Preface positions dominant responses to
these struggles such as government regulations as ‘closings’, a new final chapter,
Digital citizens-yet-to-come offers examples of ‘openings’ – digital acts such as new
forms of data activism that are less recognised but which point to the emergence of
paradoxical digital acts that are producing new digital political subjectivities.
Politics is relevant and participation matters.
From the upheavals of recent national elections to the success of the
#MyDressMyChoice feminist movement, digital platforms have already had a dramatic
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impact on political life in Kenya – one of the most electronically advanced countries in
Africa. While the impact of the Digital Age on Western politics has been extensively
debated, there is still little appreciation of how it has been felt in developing countries
such as Kenya, where Twitter, Facebook, WhatsApp and other online platforms are
increasingly a part of everyday life. Written by a respected Kenyan activist and
researcher at the forefront of political online struggles, this book presents a unique
contribution to the debate on digital democracy. For traditionally marginalised groups,
particularly women and people with disabilities, digital spaces have allowed Kenyans to
build new communities which transcend old ethnic and gender divisions. But the picture
is far from wholly positive. Digital Democracy, Analogue Politics explores the drastic
efforts being made by elites to contain online activism, as well as how ‘fake news’, a
failed digital vote-counting system and the incumbent president's recruitment of
Cambridge Analytica contributed to tensions around the 2017 elections. Reframing
digital democracy from the African perspective, Nyabola’s ground-breaking work opens
up new ways of understanding our current global online era.
Can the nation state survive the internet? Or will the internet be territorially fragmented
along state boundaries? This book investigates these questions.
Is the Internet destined to upset traditional political power in the United States? This
book answers with an emphatic "no." Author Richard Davis shows how current political
players including candidates, public officials, and the media are adapting to the Internet
and assuring that this new medium benefits them in their struggle for power. In doing so
he examines the current function of the Internet in democratic politics--educating
citizens, conducting electoral campaigns, gauging public opinion, and achieving policy
resolution-- and the roles of current political actors in those functions. Davis's
unconventional prediction concerning the Internet's impact on American politics
warrants a closer look by anyone interested in learning how this new communication
medium will affect us politically.
From the bestselling author of The Dark Net comes a book that explains all the dangers
of the digital revolution and offers concrete solutions on how we can protect our
personal privacy, and democracy itself. The internet was meant to set us free. But have
we unwittingly handed too much away to shadowy powers behind a wall of code, all
manipulated by a handful of Silicon Valley utopians, ad men, and venture capitalists?
And, in light of recent data breach scandals around companies like Facebook and
Cambridge Analytica, what does that mean for democracy, our delicately balanced
system of government that was created long before big data, total information, and
artificial intelligence? In this urgent polemic, Jamie Bartlett argues that through our
unquestioning embrace of big tech, the building blocks of democracy are slowly being
removed. The middle class is being eroded, sovereign authority and civil society is
weakened, and we citizens are losing our critical faculties, maybe even our free will.
The People Vs Tech is an enthralling account of how our fragile political system is
being threatened by the digital revolution. Bartlett explains that by upholding six key
pillars of democracy, we can save it before it is too late. We need to become active
citizens, uphold a shared democratic culture, protect free elections, promote equality,
safeguard competitive and civic freedoms, and trust in a sovereign authority. This
essential book shows that the stakes couldn't be higher and that, unless we radically
alter our course, democracy will join feudalism, supreme monarchies and communism
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as just another political experiment that quietly disappeared.
Internet PoliticsStates, Citizens, and New Communication TechnologiesOxford
University Press, USA
This book brings together and reviews different disciplinary approaches to digital
information and communication systems across the social sciences. It synthesises the
developments of the Internet Age, and the micro and macro consequences of these
developments.

A study of Internet blocking and filtering around the world: analyses by leading
researchers and survey results that document filtering practices in dozens of
countries. Many countries around the world block or filter Internet content,
denying access to information that they deem too sensitive for ordinary
citizens—most often about politics, but sometimes relating to sexuality, culture, or
religion. Access Denied documents and analyzes Internet filtering practices in
more than three dozen countries, offering the first rigorously conducted study of
an accelerating trend. Internet filtering takes place in more than three dozen
states worldwide, including many countries in Asia, the Middle East, and North
Africa. Related Internet content-control mechanisms are also in place in Canada,
the United States and a cluster of countries in Europe. Drawing on a justcompleted survey of global Internet filtering undertaken by the OpenNet Initiative
(a collaboration of the Berkman Center for Internet and Society at Harvard Law
School, the Citizen Lab at the University of Toronto, the Oxford Internet Institute
at Oxford University, and the University of Cambridge) and relying on work by
regional experts and an extensive network of researchers, Access Denied
examines the political, legal, social, and cultural contexts of Internet filtering in
these states from a variety of perspectives. Chapters discuss the mechanisms
and politics of Internet filtering, the strengths and limitations of the technology
that powers it, the relevance of international law, ethical considerations for
corporations that supply states with the tools for blocking and filtering, and the
implications of Internet filtering for activist communities that increasingly rely on
Internet technologies for communicating their missions. Reports on Internet
content regulation in forty different countries follow, with each two-page country
profile outlining the types of content blocked by category and documenting key
findings. Contributors Ross Anderson, Malcolm Birdling, Ronald Deibert, Robert
Faris, Vesselina Haralampieva [as per Rob Faris], Steven Murdoch, Helmi
Noman, John Palfrey, Rafal Rohozinski, Mary Rundle, Nart Villeneuve, Stephanie
Wang, Jonathan Zittrain
Is the Internet democratizing American politics? Do political Web sites and blogs
mobilize inactive citizens and make the public sphere more inclusive? The Myth
of Digital Democracy reveals that, contrary to popular belief, the Internet has
done little to broaden political discourse but in fact empowers a small set of
elites--some new, but most familiar. Matthew Hindman argues that, though
hundreds of thousands of Americans blog about politics, blogs receive only a
miniscule portion of Web traffic, and most blog readership goes to a handful of
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mainstream, highly educated professionals. He shows how, despite the wealth of
independent Web sites, online news audiences are concentrated on the top
twenty outlets, and online organizing and fund-raising are dominated by a few
powerful interest groups. Hindman tracks nearly three million Web pages,
analyzing how their links are structured, how citizens search for political content,
and how leading search engines like Google and Yahoo! funnel traffic to popular
outlets. He finds that while the Internet has increased some forms of political
participation and transformed the way interest groups and candidates organize,
mobilize, and raise funds, elites still strongly shape how political material on the
Web is presented and accessed. The Myth of Digital Democracy. debunks
popular notions about political discourse in the digital age, revealing how the
Internet has neither diminished the audience share of corporate media nor given
greater voice to ordinary citizens.
New communication technologies have reshaped media and politics. But who are
the new power players? The Hybrid Media System is a sweeping new theory of
how political communication now works. Politics is increasingly defined by
organizations, groups, and individuals who are best able to blend older and
newer media logics, in what Chadwick terms a hybrid system. From American
presidential campaigns to WikiLeaks, from live prime ministerial debates to hotly
contested political scandals, from the daily practices of journalists and campaign
workers to the struggles of new activist organizations, the clash of media logics
causes chaos and disintegration but also surprising new patterns of order and
integration. The updated second edition features a new preface and an extensive
new chapter applying the conceptual framework to the extraordinary 2016 U.S.
presidential campaign, the rise of Donald Trump, and the anti-Trump resistance
protests.
"Electoral persuasion is central to democratic politics. It includes strategic
communication not only by candidates and parties but also by interest groups,
media, and citizens. This volume surveys the vast literature on this topic,
emphasizing contemporary research and topics and complementing deep
coverage of U.S. politics with international perspectives"-A technology expert describes a possible future, and its repercussions in the area
of privacy, social control and political manipulation, of a world where more and
more things, like eyeglasses, thermostats and home security systems are reliant
on the Internet.
This volume explores the nature of the Internet's impact on civil society,
addressing the following central questions: is the Internet qualitatively different
from the more traditional forms of the media? has the Internet demonstrated real
potential to improve civil society through a wider provision of information, an
enhancement of communication between government and citizen, or via better
state transparency? does the Internet pose a threat to the coherence of civil
society as people are encouraged to abandon shared media experiences and
pursue narrow interests? in authoritarian states, does the Internet function as a
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beacon for free speech or as another tool for propaganda?
An investigation of political disengagement among young people in North
America and Europe
This analysis of how the ability to participate in society online affects political and
economic opportunity finds that technology use matters in wages and income
and civic participation and voting. Just as education has promoted democracy
and economic growth, the Internet has the potential to benefit society as a whole.
Digital citizenship, or the ability to participate in society online, promotes social
inclusion. But statistics show that significant segments of the population are still
excluded from digital citizenship. The authors of this book define digital citizens
as those who are online daily. By focusing on frequent use, they reconceptualize
debates about the digital divide to include both the means and the skills to
participate online. They offer new evidence (drawn from recent national opinion
surveys and Current Population Surveys) that technology use matters for wages
and income, and for civic engagement and voting. Digital Citizenship examines
three aspects of participation in society online: economic opportunity, democratic
participation, and inclusion in prevailing forms of communication. The authors
find that Internet use at work increases wages, with less-educated and minority
workers receiving the greatest benefit, and that Internet use is significantly
related to political participation, especially among the young. The authors
examine in detail the gaps in technological access among minorities and the poor
and predict that this digital inequality is not likely to disappear in the near future.
Public policy, they argue, must address educational and technological disparities
if we are to achieve full participation and citizenship in the twenty-first century.
The Internet is a new battleground between governments that censor online content and those
who advocate Internet freedom. This report examines the implications of Internet freedom for
state-society relations in nondemocratic regimes.
The International Encyclopedia of Political Communication is the definitive single–source
reference work on the subject, with state–of–the–art and in–depth scholarly reflection on the
key issues within political communication from leading international experts. It is available both
online and in print. Explores pertinent/salient topics within political science, sociology,
psychology, communication and many other disciplines Theory, empirical research and
academic as well as professional debate are widely covered in this truly international and
comparative work Provides clear definitions and explanations which are both cross–national
and cross–disciplinary by nature Offers an unprecedented level of authority, accuracy and
balance, with contributions from leading international experts in their associated fields
Published with regularly updating online edition which will ensure readers are kept abreast of
the latest developments in research
"The United States Code is the official codification of the general and permanent laws of the
United States of America. The Code was first published in 1926, and a new edition of the code
has been published every six years since 1934. The 2012 edition of the Code incorporates
laws enacted through the One Hundred Twelfth Congress, Second Session, the last of which
was signed by the President on January 15, 2013. It does not include laws of the One Hundred
Thirteenth Congress, First Session, enacted between January 2, 2013, the date it convened,
and January 15, 2013. By statutory authority this edition may be cited "U.S.C. 2012 ed." As
adopted in 1926, the Code established prima facie the general and permanent laws of the
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United States. The underlying statutes reprinted in the Code remained in effect and controlled
over the Code in case of any discrepancy. In 1947, Congress began enacting individual titles
of the Code into positive law. When a title is enacted into positive law, the underlying statutes
are repealed and the title then becomes legal evidence of the law. Currently, 26 of the 51 titles
in the Code have been so enacted. These are identified in the table of titles near the beginning
of each volume. The Law Revision Counsel of the House of Representatives continues to
prepare legislation pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 285b to enact the remainder of the Code, on a title-bytitle basis, into positive law. The 2012 edition of the Code was prepared and published under
the supervision of Ralph V. Seep, Law Revision Counsel. Grateful acknowledgment is made of
the contributions by all who helped in this work, particularly the staffs of the Office of the Law
Revision Counsel and the Government Printing Office"--Preface.
The Impact of YouTube on U.S. Politics provides a historical, descriptive, and conceptual
analysis of the broad and evolving political impact of YouTube. It specifically addresses how
politicians, campaigns, the media, and the public utilize YouTube for political campaigning,
communication, and engagement. The text provides a synthesized illustration of the ways in
which YouTube has become a requisite political tool and normalized as a central platform for
political communication in the United States. LaChrystal Ricke discusses political YouTube
videos and strategies spanning across the 2006, 2008, 2010, and 2012 election cycles, and
addresses the potential impact of YouTube in future U.S. elections.
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